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History  of  White  County 


George  Armstrong  Spencer,  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
Armstrong  Spencer,  was  born  January  16,  1794,  in  Turkeyfoot  Township, 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1809  moved  to  near  Somerset, 
Perry  County,  Ohio.  His  grandfather,  James  Spencer,  Jr.,  the  revolu- 
tionary soldier,  came  from  England  in  1764  and  settled  in  Turkeyfoot 
Township,  Pennsylvania,  where  Thomas,  George  A.  Spencer’s  father* 
was  born  October  26,  1765. 

In  the  fall  of  1829  George  A.  Spencer  and  his  brother-in-law,  Benj\ 
Reynolds,  walked  from  their  home  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  to  what  after- 
wards became  Big  Creek  Township,  White  County,  Indiana,  and  started 
the  building  of  a 12  by  12  log  house.  He  returned  to  Ohio  alone,  leaving 
again  June  1,  1830,  with  his  family,  his  brother  James  and  family  and 
the  family  of  Benj.  Reynolds;  he  arrived  at  the  log  house  Reynolds  had 
completed  in  the  meantime,  on  June  20th,  and  the  three  families  (fifteen 
in  all)  occupied  this  house  in  section  12  until  a few  months  later  each 
had  built  a new  log  house,  Reynolds  in  section  13,  and  George  A.  Spencer 
in  section  12,  a log  house  16  by  20,  which  was  later  enlarged  and  weather 
boarded,  and  also  used  for  the  first  courthouse  of  the  county,  George  A.. 
Spencer  being  the  first  county  treasurer.  The  first  court  of  the  county 
for  two  years  from  October  13,  1834,  was  held  here,  during  whicln 
time  lawyers,  who  afterwards  gained  state  and  national  reputations; 
practiced  law  and  attended  court  here,  among  them  being  Rufus  A.  Lock- 
wood,  who  won  a $25,000  fee  afterward  as  chief  counsel  in  the  famous. 
John  C.  Fremont  land  title  litigation  in  California;  John  U.  Pettit,  after- 
wards judge  of  Indiana  Supreme  Court;  Albert  S.  White,  afterward 
United  States  senator ; Samuel  Huff ; Ira  Ingraham,  and  others.  George 
A.  Spencer  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  and  continued 
as  such  for  thirty  years.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  always; 
a patriotic  and  public-spirited  man,  a strong,  self-reliant  and  positive 
character  in  every  respect,  a strict  churchman  and  a man  of  the  highest 
integrity,  a good  business  man,  having  accumulated  a large  estate,  he 
was  yet  a most  generous  man  and  neighbor,  whose  hospitality  was  un- 
excelled. 
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Calvin  C.  Spencer  was  a son  of  George  A.  Spencer,  who  was 
among  the  first  settlers,  locating  in  White  County  in  1829.  The  latter 
brought  his  family  to  the  county  in  1830,  when  Calvin  C.  was  only  one 
year  old — he  having  been  born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  August  6,  1829. 
December  8,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Haven.  To  them 
were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are  Attor- 
ney Charles  C.  Spencer,  of  Monticello,  Fred  Spencer,  of  Chicago,  and  Mrs. 
Rae  Rubwright,  of  Evansville.  Mr.  Spencer’s  great-grandfather,  Thomas 
Spencer,  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  colonists  who  came  over  with 
Lord  Baltimore  in  1630.  The  father,  George  A.  Spencer,  served  under 
General  Brown  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr.  Spencer  died  February  14, 1898. 

Charles  C.  Spencer,  son  of  Calvin  C.  and  Sarah  Jennings  Spencer, 
was  born  January  6,  1868,  in  a log  house  in  section  12  in  Big  Creek 
Township,  now  in  Union  Township,  White  County,  used  in  1834  and 
1835  as  the  residence  of  George  A.  Spencer,  his  grandfather,  and  also 
for  a courthouse.  In  1869  his  father,  Calvin,  moved  to  a log  house  in 
section  18  about  one  mile  east,  soon  supplanted  by  a large  frame  house, 
in  which  he  lived  until  1881,  moving  into  a new  house  a half  mile  east 
in  section  7,  both  of  which  he  now  owns.  He  graduated  from  both  the 
College  of  Liberal  Arts  and  law  school  of  DePauw  University  in  1889. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  the  practice  of  law  all  the  time 
since  1889.  He  is  a member  of  the  Chicago  bar  and  of  the  Lake  County, 
Indiana,  Bar,  and  lives  in  Monticello  where  he  has  practiced  law  since 
1890.  He  was  city  attorney  of  Monticello  from  1894  to  1898  appointed 
by  a republican  board  of  trustees,  though  he  was  a democrat.  He  helped 
the  city  get  one.  of  the  best  and  cheapest  systems  of  water  works  in  the 
state  without  the  waste  or  graft  of  a dollar,  and  he  successfully  de- 
fended the  Town  of  Monticello  against  a suit  in  the  Federal  courts  for 
about  $25,000  on  a refunding  school  bond  issue  and  has  earned  the  repu- 
tation of  winning  some  of  the  largest  verdicts  and  settlements  against 
railroads  and  corporations  in  Northwestern  Indiana.  He  was  a law 
partner  of  Judge  T.  F.  Palmer  from  1891  to  1894,  and  of  W.  H.  Ham- 
elle  since  1897.  He  also  maintains  a law  office  at  Hammond,  Indiana, 
where  the  firm  name  is  Spencer,  Cowger  & Thomas,  the  firm  name  at 
Monticello  being  Spencer,  Hamelle,  Cowger  & Thomas.  He  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  though  he  takes  an  interest  in  politics.  He  has  always 
been  an  independent  democrat. 

Thaddeus  E.  Ireland.  One  of  the  fine  country  homesteads  of  Jack- 
son  Township  is  that  owned  by  Thaddeus  E.  Ireland,  situated  half  a mile 
southwest  of  Idaville.  Mr.  Ireland  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  and 
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citizens  of  White  County  and  has  lived  in  this  locality  about  thirty 
years.  His  prosperity  has  been  a matter  of  steady  growth,  and  he  is 
now  comfortably  situated  and  is  the  owner  of  116  acres  of  fine  land. 
Along  with  close  attention  to  his  private  business  affairs  he  has  mani- 
fested a commendable  degree  of  public  spirit  in  community  matters  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  democrats  of  his  section  of  the  county. 

His  family  has  been  identified  with  Indiana  nearly  eighty  years. 
His  grandfather,  Thomas  Ireland,  moved  out  from  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  in  1836,  and  after  living  one  year  on  what 
was  known  as  the  Dan  Shafer  farm  entered  160  acres  of  land  in  section 
3 of  Adams  Township.  That  is  the  old  Ireland  homestead,  and  has  con- 
tinued under  that  name  ever  since  title  was  transferred  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Ireland  family,  in  spite  of  the  name,  which  is  believed  to  be  of 
French  origin,  is  largely  of  German  stock.  The  first  of  the  name  came 
from  Germany  to  Pennsylvania  with  the  religious  society  of  Rappists- 
From  Pennsylvania  later  members  moved  to  Kentucky,  then  to  Ohio, 
and  finally  to  Indiana.  Thomas  Ireland  married  Mary  Gettie,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

Samuel  W.  Ireland,  father  of  Thaddeus  E.,  was  the  .sixth  among 
these  children,  and  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  February  19,  1832. 
He  was  four  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Indiana,  and  is  now  eighty- 
three  years  of  age  and  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  which  his 
father  pre-empted  in  Carroll  County.  His  life  has  been  spent  quietly 
but  honorably  in  the  vocation  of  agriculturist,  and  he  has  lived  to  see 
his  children  do  him  credit.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  in  religious 
matters  was  at  one  time  what  was  called  a Seceder  Presbyterian,  but  is 
now  of  the  United  Presbyterian  faith.  Samuel  W.  Ireland  was  mar- 
ried February  22,  1861,  to  Elizabeth  Herman,  daughter  of  John  Her- 
man, who  was  an  early  settler  in  Cass  County,  Indiana,  coming  from 
Shelby  County,  Ohio.  Samuel  Ireland  was  the  father  of  seven  chil- 
dren. Linnie  A.,  the  oldest,  is  the  wife  of  Adam  Hanna,  and  lives  in 
Idaville.  Thaddeus  E.  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  J.  Myron,  who 
lives  at  Villisca,  Iowa,  married  Hulda  West,  and  their  three  children 
are  Hazel,  Ruby  and  Dale.  Byron,  who  was  a twin  brother  of  Myron, 
died  in  infancy.  Alpheus  B.,  who  lives  in  Cass  Comdy,  Indiana,  married 
Maggie  Crowell,  and  their  two  children  are  named  Gladys  and  Joseph. 
Bertha  M.,  who  lived  with  her  sister,  died  July  12,  1915.  Wilson  B., 
the  youngest,  who  now  occupies  a corner  of  the  old  homestead  in  Carroll 
County,  married  Margaret  P.  Rhodabaugh,  and  their  family  of  five 
children  are  Linnie  H.,  Elizabeth  P.,  Josephine,  Rachel  and  Paul  W. 

Thaddeus  E.  Ireland  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  originally  pre- 
empted by  his  grandfather  in  Carroll  County,  January  9,  1864.  The 
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years  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent  in  his  father’s  home, 
and  there  he  learned  the  lessons  of  industry,  while  his  education  was 
secured  in  the  common  schools.  On  September  16,  1884,  he  married 
Mary  A.  Hanna,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Margaret. (Dimmit)  Hanna. 
The  Hanna  family  is  well  known  in  White  County,  and  further  men- 
tion of  it  is  made  on  other  pages  of  this  publication.  Immediately 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ireland  removed  to  their  present 
farm  in  section  29  of  Jackson  Township.  Thirty  years  of  residence 
in  one  locality  have  made  their  home  sacred  by  thousands  of  the  inti- 
mate associations,  and  there  all  their  children  were  born  and  reared, 
seven  in  number,  as  follows:  Mary  B.,  who  is  teaching  school  at  Bur- 

lington, Indiana;  Wilbur  M.,  who  lives  just  north  of  his  father’s  home, 
married  Fannie  Harless,  and  has  one  child,  Wilbur  M.,  Jr. ; Elliott,  who 
lives  at  home ; Bertha  E.,  wife  of  Jacob  Braaksma,  living  near  Reming- 
ton, in  White  County;  Bernice  E.,  Thelma  Ruth  and  Wallace  W.,  all 
of  whom  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Ireland  has  been  a democratic  voter  since  Cleveland’s  first 
campaign.  He  is  now  chairman  of  both  the  township  advisory  and 
financial  boards,  and  has  served  as  a delegate  .to  many  democratic 
county  conventions.  His  part  in  politics  has  been  that  of  an  influen- 
tial citizen,  though  in  no  case  has  he  proved  an  eager  aspirant  for  any 
official  honor.  In  1881  Mr.  Ireland  joined  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  an  elder  for  several  years.  The  church 
of  this  denomination  in  this  part  of  White  County  finally  became  so 
reduced  in  membership  that  it  could  not  be  continued,  and  in  1907 
Mr.  Ireland  and  wife  joined  the  United  Presbyterian  congregation,  and 
has  since  been  liberal  in  its  support. 

Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Price.  Of  the  families  that  were  among  the 
earliest  to  arrive  in  White  County  and  in  the  various  relations  of  indi- 
vidual enterprise  and  active  citizenship  have  done  most  to  enrich  their 
community,  that  of  Price  is  usually  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  and 
identified  with  some  of  the  earliest  events  that  transpired  in  this  wilder- 
ness locality. 

The  founder  of  the  family  was  Peter  Price,  who  came  from  Mifflin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  to  what  is  now  White  County,  Indiana,  in  the 
spring  of  1831.  He  was  born  February  7,  1799,  grew  to  manhood  in 
Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  learned  the  weaver’s  trade  there. 
On  coming  to  White  County  he  was  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  and 
the  power  of  his  physique  was  equalled  by  the  fine  qualities  of  heart  and 
mind.  He  stood  about  5 feet  10  inches  high  and  weighed  close  to  200 
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pounds.  He  was  married  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  November 
20,  1821,  to  Asenath  Rothrock,  and  three  of  their  children  were  born 
before  they  left  their  native  state.  John  Rothrock,  a preacher  of  the 
Dunkard  Church,  had  come  out  to  White  County  in  1830,  and  after 
prospecting  and  looking  over  the  country  returned  to  Pennsylvania. 
Then  in  the  spring  of  1831  John  Rothrock  and  Peter  Price  brought 
their  families  by  wagon  across  the  great  intervening  stretch  of  country 
to  White  County.  Peter  Price  entered  160  acres  of  land  adjoining  the 
present  site  of  Monticello,  a portion  of  which  is  described  topographically 
as  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  32,  township  27  north, 
range  3 west.  The  warrant  to  this  land  was  signed  by  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Andrew  Jackson.  Peter  Price  built  a hewed 
log  cabin,  a story  and  a half  high,  with  clapboard  roof  and  mud  and  stick 
chimney.  His  industry  soon  cleared  and  improved  the  land,  and  at  that 
pioneer  home  five  more  children  were  born.  Their  eight  children  were 
Sarah,  Joseph  S.,  Nancy,  Abraham,  John,  Benjamin  F.,  Isaac  and 
Maria  L. 

In  the  very  early  days  of  White  County’s  organization  Peter  Price 
was  appointed  county  treasurer,  and  it  is  said  that,  owing  to  there  being 
no  office,  he  carried  the  funds  around  in  his  pocket.  He  also  served  as 
overseer  of  the  poor.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the  German  Baptist,  or 
Dunkard,  Church.  Mr.  Price  probably  at  one  time  belonged  to  the 
church,  but  through  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  liberal  in  his  relig- 
ious belief.  He  was  an  outspoken  whig  in  the  days  when  that  party  was 
at  its  strongest,  and  subsequently  became  a republican.  He  was  a man 
of  decided  opinions  and  had  the  courage  to  express  them  in  plain  lan- 
guage. Two  classes  of  people  he  had  no  use  for — the  lazy  and  the  dis- 
honest. His  influence  was  always  on  the  side  of  good  government  and 
good  citizenship. 

Peter  Price  died  after  a long  and  useful  career,  July  19,  1877.  His 
widow,  who  was  born  November  15,  1802,  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, died  January  19,  1892.  Three  of  their  sons  served  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war.  Isaac  was  in  an  Indiana  battery,  while  John 
enlisted  in  Company  K of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  was 
a soldier  three  years,  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  was  captured  and 
imprisoned  a short  time  before  his  exchange.  He  married  Nancy  J. 
Ellis  and  died  in  White  County  in  January,  1896. 

Benjamin  F.  Price,  who  made  a distinguished  record  as  an  officer  in 
the  Union  army,  and  for  many  years  has  been  one  of  the  active  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  White  County,  was  born  on  his  present  farm  near 
Monticello,  September  27,  1838.  Except  when  away  in  the  army  he  has 
always  lived  in  White  County.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the  old 
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homestead,  and,  like  other  pioneer  lads,  he  found  abundance  of  oppor- 
tunity to  exercise  his  growing  strength  in  the  grubbing,  clearing,  fence 
building  and  general  farming.  His  education  came  from  the  public 
schools  as  they  then  existed  in  Monticello. 

On  July  1,  1862,  Captain  Price  enlisted  in  Company  D of  the 
Twelfth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  service 
August  17th  as  second  lieutenant  of  the  company.  On  the  30th  day  of 
the  same  month,  thirteen  days  after  being  mustered  in,  he  participated 
in  the  battle  at  Richmond,  Kentucky.  He  soon  afterwards  returned  to 
Indianapolis,  and  remained  at  camp,  drilling  until  November.  In  that 
month,  with  his  command,  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  did  guard 
duty  at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  and  spent  the  winter  at  Grand  Junc- 
tion, Tennessee.  In  1863  he  went  down  the  Mississippi  to  the  vicinity 
of  Vicksburg,  at  Snider’s  Bluff,  and  was  next  stationed  at  Black  River 
to  check  the  threatened  release  of  the  beleaguered  city  by  General  John- 
ston. He  was  there  when  Vicksburg  surrendered,  and  then  followed 
Johnston  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  participated  in  the  second  battle 
at  that  place.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  was  back  at  Memphis,  and  from 
there  his  regiment  marched  the  entire  distance  to  Chattanooga  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  Meanwhile,  on  Septem- 
ber 12,  1863,  Lieutenant  Price  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant.  From 
the  fall  of  1863  he  was  in  the  armies  commanded  by  General  Sherman, 
and  in  the  incessant  fighting  which  in  the  late  summer  of  1864  culminated 
in  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  He  then  continued  with  Sherman  on  the 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  thence  through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington, 
and  his  regiment  led  the  Grand  Review  down  the  principal  street  of  that 
city,  his  company  being  the  third  in  the  line  of  march.  On  Friday  after- 
noon of  May  13,  1863,  Captain  Price  was  wounded  by  a gun  shot  in  the 
left  side.  On  March  31,  1864,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  his  company, 
and  on  June  8,  1865,  received  his  honorable  discharge. 

Since  the  war  Captain  Price  has  followed  farming  and  stock  raising, 
and  has  long  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a 
sound  republican  and  has  always  supported  the  principles  of  the  Grand 
Old  Party.  He  was  married  February  4,  1873,  to  Susan  Kiefhaber, 
daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Margaret  (Cullen)  Kiefhaber. 

George  T.  Inskeep.  A White  County  citizen  who  has  accomplished 
much  for  his  own  advantage  and  for  the  community  during  his  forty 
years  of  residence  in  this  locality  is  George  T.  Inskeep,  one  of  the 
fortunate  farmers  of  Union  Township,  where  he  has  a large  and  well 
managed  estate  that  represents  to  a considerable  degree  his  substantial 
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achievements  since  beginning  life  on  his  own  account.  Mr.  Inskeep  has 
also  taken  an  active  part  in  township  and  county  affairs. 

George  T.  Inskeep  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  March 
12,  1852,  a son  of  William  and  Julia  M.  (Turner)  Inskeep.  Just  two 
months  before  his  birth  his  father  died,  and  a week  before  that  the 
parents  had  lost  their  third  child,.  George  Fox  Inskeep.  William 
Inskeep  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  while  his  wife  was  a native  of 
Ohio.  The  grandfather,  also  named  William  Inskeep,  was  a Virginia 
planter  and  slaveholder,  and  died  in  Virginia  on  the  old  homestead. 
George  T.  Inskeep  is  probably  the  only  living  resident  of  White  County 
who  ever  inherited  anything  from  slavery.  He  received  $67  on  the  settle- 
ment of  his  grandfather’s  estate.  William  Inskeep,  the  father,  located 
in  Indiana  in  1832.  That  was  an  early  time,  when  Indians,  deer  and 
other  wild  game  were  in  abundance;  the  prairies  were  broken  in  only  a 
few  spots,  and  the  forests  were  uncleared  and  the  swamps  undrained. 
The  home  of  the  family  in  Tippecanoe  County  was  secured  from  the 
Government  and  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family,  having  been  owned 
by  William  J.  and  Marcus  Inskeep,  brothers  of  George  T.,  until  their 
death,  both  passing  away  within  fourteen  hours  of  each  other.  One  of 
their  sons  now  occupies  and  owns  the  old  homestead. 

George  T.  Inskeep  received  as  good  an  education  as  was  possible  in 
his  generation,  attending  the  somewhat  primitive  country  schools  in 
his  home  locality,  and  afterwards  spending  one  year  in  the  noted  old 
institution  of  higher  learning,  Wabash  College.  He  lived  at  home  with 
his  mother  and  brothers  until  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  moved  to 
White  County  in  1874.  In  1888,  on  March  21,  he  married  Mary  F. 
Davisson,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Anna  (Hoffman)  Davisson.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Preble  County,  and  her  mother  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Inskeep  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  seven  children.  Her 
people  came  to  White  County  in  1854,  and  both  her  parents  died  in  this 
locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inskeep  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of 
them  unmarried  and  all  natives  of  White  County,  named  as  follows: 
Anna  M.,  Marcus  M.,  Harold,  George  A.,  and  Frances  Gertrude. 

The  first  farm  Mr.  Inskeep  settled  upon  when  taking  up  independent 
work  for  himself  was  northwest  of  Chalmers  in  White  County.  The 
land  was  entirely  wild,  had  no  improvements,  and  the  ground  had  never 
yet  been  broken  by  the  plow,  lying  as  it  had  lain  for  centuries.  He 
thus  was  presented  with  an  undertaking  similar  to  that  of  the  older 
generation  of  pioneers.  In  February,  1875,  he  started  to  build  a house, 
a frame  structure  26  feet  square  and  built  in  the  box-like  manner  that 
then  prevailed.  This  old  home  is  still  standing.  It  was  constructed 
under  the  greatest  difficulties.  He  started  the  building  in  the  dead  of 
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winter,  at  a time  when  the  roads  in  that  section  were  not  yet  cut  through, 
and  the  lumber  had  to  be  hauled  a distance  of  five  miles  over  twelve 
inches  of  snow.  While  living  on  that  farm  Mr.  Inskeep  put  in  a great 
amount  of  ditching,  and  in  many  ways  improved  its  value  and  fertility. 
It  continued  to  be  his  home  for  seventeen  years,  and  in  1892  he  sold 
and  bought  his  present  place  in  Union  Township.  His  new  farm  had 
some  advantages  over  the  first  place,  but  the  buildings  were  old  and  his 
individual  work  and  management  are  responsible  for  the  thrifty  and 
comfortable  appearance  of  his  present  farm.  He  has  added  to  the  older 
buildings,  has  constructed  a comfortable  new  home,  and  has  added  im- 
measurably to  the  value  of  the  farm  by  laying  about  $3,000  worth  of 
tiling.  The  farm  comprises  263  acres,  and  is  devoted  to  general  crops 
and  tock  raising. 

Mrs.  Inskeep  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Inskeep  is  a Mason,  and  his  political  activities  have  all  been  in  har- 
mony with  the  republican  party.  He  served  as  a member  of  the  Board 
of  County  Commissioners  of  White  County  from  1900  to  1904,  and  from 
1886  to  1888  was  township  trustee  of  Big  Creek  Township.  He  also 
served  on  the  county  council  from  1906  to  1910.  His  fellow-citizens 
have  complete  confidence  in  his  integrity , his  competence  as  a business 
man,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  an  active  life  he  has  measured  up  to  the 
best  standards  of  good  citizenship. 

The  Downey  Family.  Some  of  the  most  interesting  records  of 
county  history  are  found  in  the  annals  of  the  Downey  family,  which 
since  pioneer  times  has  been  numerously  represented  in  this  region,  and 
one  of  the  well  known  members  of  which  is  Thomas  F.  Downey,  a 
former  sheriff  of  White  County  and  a resident  of  Buffalo,  whose  name 
will  serve  as  the  point  of  reference  for  the  facts  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraphs. 

Going  back  five  generations,  the  family  history  begins  with  a Scotch- 
man who  spelled  his  name  MacDowney.  He  was  Thomas  F.  Downey’s 
father’s  grandfather’s  grandfather.  He  held  the  rank  of  a general  in 
Prince  William’s  army  and  fought  against  James  II  in  the  closing 
years  of  the  seventeenth  century  and  helped  to  bring  about  the  fall  of 
the  house  of  Stuart.  For  his  services  he  received  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  three  miles  from  Londonderry. 

Two  generations  later  we  find  James  MacDowney,  a grandson  of 
General  MacDowney.  James  MacDowney  came  to  America  in  1792  and 
settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  served  in  the  militia  that  put  down 
the  Whiskey  rebellion  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  also  enlisted  to 
work  for  the  United  States  for  three  years,  during  which  time  the  ship 
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Philadelphia  was  built.  James  MacDowney  dropped  the  Mac  part  of 
his  name  soon  after  coming  to  America.  He  married  Martha  Wigton, 
and  moved  to  Perry  County,  Ohio,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five.  Of  the  nine  children  of  their  union,  only  three  Nancy,  Thomas 
and  James,  lived  to  maturity.  Of  these,  Nancy,  married  William 
Glover,  and  of  her  four  children,  James,  Benjamin,  Samuel  and  Cath- 
erine, all  except  Catherine  died  young.  This  daughter,  Catherine  Glover, 
married  Homer  T.  Machlan,  and  they  had  four  children.  Homer 
Machlan,  Sr.,  is  deceased,  but  his  wife  and  children  reside  in  Illinois 
not  far  from  Terre  Haute.  James  Downey,  a brother  of  Nancy,  married 
late  in  life  and  died  without  issue. 

Thomas  Downey,  grandfather  of  Thomas  F.  Downey  of  Buffalo,  and 
a son  of  James  and  Martha  (Wigton)  MacDowney  married  Catherine 
Moore,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Moore  who  married  a Miss  Powers. 
Catherine  Moore’s  forebears  came  from  England  to  America  in  1620  on 
the  Mayflower.  Her  grandfather’s  name  was  James  Powers.  He  and 
his  father  were  Presbyterian  ministers  and  among  the  first  to  come  west 
of  the  Allegheny  Mountains.  Thomas  Moore,  father  of  Catherine 
Moore  Downey,  was  a graduate  of  Princeton  University.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  the  daughter  of  James  Powers  he  had  four  children:  Thomas, 
James,  John  and  Catherine.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried a lady  by  the  name  of  Hughes,  a sister  of  the  grandfather  of  Jones 
Brearly  of  Monticello.  The  two  children  of  this  union  were  Israel  and 
Maria,  and  the  latter  married  John  Wilson  and  had  two  children, 
Benton  and  Cheever  Wilson. 

Thomas  and  Catherine  (Moore)  Downey  had  four  daughters:  Rachel, 
Martha,  Maria  and  Nancy;  and  two  sons,  James  and  Thomas.  Maria 
died  in  infancy  in  the  year  1838  and  is  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at 
Monticello.  Thomas  Downey  and  family  moved  from  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  to  White  County,  Indiana,  landing  in  Monticello,  October  27,  1836. 

The  description  of  their  journey  and  first  settlement  is  an  illuminat- 
ing paragraph  concerning  the  pioneer  chapter  in  White  County’s  his- 
tory. They  moved  in  an  old  Virginia  wagon  with  a box  that  curved 
up  about  seven  feet  high  at  each  end.  To  this  wagon  were  hitched 
four  horses,  two  abreast.  The  driver  was  Thomas  Downey’s  brother, 
James,  who  rode  the  near  wheel  horse  and  drove  the  leaders  with  a 
single  line  and  a jockey  stick.  James  Downey,  father  of  Thomas  F., 
was  then  but  four  years  of  age,  but  he  often  rode  the  off  wheel  horse 
and  thought  he  was  helping.  That  autumn  was  a wet  season  and  many 
movers  mired  in  the  mud,  but  grandfather  Downey)  walked  and  carried 
his  ax  so  that  when  he  came  to  a mud  hole  he  cut  his  way  around  it  and 
went  on.  Not  many  of  the  present  generation  would  want  the  pleas- 
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ure  of  moving  in  that  way,  but  the  early  pioneers  had  little  to  move, 
and  that  was  some  consolation  after  all.  It  was  a difficult  matter  to 
find  a place  to  stop  at  night  on  account  of  the  houses  being  far  apart. 
At  times  only  a short  day’s  journey  could  be  made  while  at  other  times 
they  had  to  travel  far  into  the  night.  Grandfather  Thomas  Downey 
had  already  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  through  John  Wilson,  west 
of  Monticello,  where  Harry  Wedge  now  lives,  better  known  as  the 
Isaac  Moore  Farm.  There  he  built  a cabin  and  passed  the  first  winter  in 
Indiana.  It  did  not  take  very  long  to  build  a house  in  those  days,  for 
all  the  men  turned  out  and  helped  to  cut  the  logs  and  raise  the  cabin. 
The  cabin  was  covered  with  clapboards,  weighted  down  with  poles.  The 
floor  was  made  of  puncheons  hewed  on  the  top  side.  The  door  was  made 
of  clapboards  and  hung  on  wooden  hinges.  The  chimney  was  built  of 
sticks  and  daubed  on  the  outside  and  inside  with  clay,  while  the  back 
wall  and  jambs  were  made  of  stones,  and  mortar.  The  hearth  was  made 
of  flat  stones  and  a lubber  pole  was  placed  in  the  chimney  with  chains 
and  hooks  to  hang  the  pots  on.  There  was  an  oven  out  of  doors  to  bake 
bread,  and  for  frying  meat  skillets  with  legs  on  and  lids  were  used. 
When  the  Downey  family  came  to  White  County  there  were  but  three 
houses  in  Monticello : one  at  the  corner  known  as  the  old  Jost  corner, 
built  by  Peter  B.  Smith;  one  just  north  of  the  Forbes  Hotel,  built  by 
Roland  Hughes;  and  one  on  Tippecanoe  Street,  built  by  William  Sill. 

In  the  following  spring  Thomas  Downey,  having  sold  his  farm  west 
of  Monticello,  bought  land  on  the  Monon  Creek  in  Monon  Township  that 
had  a cabin  on  it.  This  he  sold  later,  bought  on  the  north  side  of  the 
creek  just  east  of  the  Hugh  Lowe  farm,  where  he  constructed  a hewed 
log  house  and  a frame  barn.  In  1850  the  New  Albany  Railroad  was 
finished  and  the  county  began  to  improve  and  a home  market  was  estab- 
lished. Prior  to  this  time  marketing  was  done  at  Lafayette  and  Mich- 
igan City.  Farmers  joined  teams  to  take  a load  of  wheat  to  market  and 
lay  in  a supply  of  leather,  salt,  coffee,  and  other  necessities.  Wheat  sold 
at  sixty  cents  a bushel  and  salt  was  purchased  at  $7.00  a barrel.  In  Mon- 
ticello wheat  was  as  low  as  37%  cents  and  corn  12%  cents  a bushel. 

Of  the  children  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Moore)  Downey,  Rachael, 
the  oldest,  never  married  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  and  was  buried 
in  the  Bedford  Cemetery.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  her  father  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  founding  the  Bedford  Church  and  cemetery.  The 
next  daughter,  Martha,  married  Lewis  Graves.  Theft  family  consisted 
of  three  sons : Thomas,  Samuel,  Cheever,  and  three  daughters : Minnie, 
Grace  and  Belle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  lived  to  old  age,  but  both  are 
now  deceased  and  buried  in  the  Bedford  Cemetery.  The  daughter 
Nancy  married  Eli  Cowger,  and  their  children  were  Alice,  Charles,  Wil- 
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liam,  Ida,  Elizabeth,  Thomas  and  Clara,  the  first  three  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowger  and  the  other  children  are  still  living  on  the  farm 
near  Monon.  Of  the  two  sons  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  Downey 
Thomas  married  Mary  Gates  of  Ohio,  and  they  are  still  living  in  Yel- 
low Springs,  Ohio.  They  have  a son,  Gates,  who  lives  with  them,  and 
their  daughter,  May,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five. 

James  Downey,  father  of  Thomas  F.  Downey,  grew  up  in  White 
County  and  started  farming  on  his  place  near  Buffalo,  where  he  resided 
continuously  for  thirty-six  years.  He  then  moved  to  Monticello  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  was  again  on  the  farm  eight  years,  and  re- 
turning to  Monticello  for  five  years  died  there  March  5,  1909,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  toiling  hard  to  clear  the 
virgin  forest  and  rocks  from  his  land.  He  never  held  any  public  office, 
but  what  is  better  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Of  unassuming  character,  he  was  firm  in  his  convictions  and  ready  to 
stand  for  what  he  believed  to  be  right  at  any  cost.  He  was  one  of  those 
few  men  who  would  rather  suffer  himself  than  harm  another;  conse- 
quently his  whole  life  was  spent  in  laboring  for  others.  He  is  buried 
in  the  little  churchyard  at  Buffalo  back  of  the  church  he  helped  to 
found.  On  December  24,  1856,  James  Downey  married  Mary  Jane 
Cowger.  To  their  union  were  born  six  children:  William  Homer, 

Thomas  Francis,  Silas  Cowger,  James  Wigton,  Elizabeth  Catherine,  and 
John  Calvin.  This  family  record  will  conclude  with  some  brief  men- 
tion of  these  individual  children : 

William  H.  Downey,  who  was  for  twenty-eight  years  a teacher  in  the 
public  schools,  married  Leona  M.  Yount,  and  lives  on  his  farm  two  miles 
east  of  Buffalo.  His  son  William  Carlyle  is  deceased,  and  he  has  a son 
living  named  Homer  Ray  Downey. 

Thomas  Francis  Downey  married  Ida  B.  Yount,  and  they  had  three 
children : Mary  Catherine,  who  died  in  infancy ; Clarence  0.,  who  is  still 
at  home;  and  William  Francis  who  died  in  his  thirteenth  year.  Thomas 
F.  Downey  married  for  his  second  wife  Iva  B.  Cover,  and  their  three 
daughters  were  named  Yerda  Mae,  Yerna  Frances  and  Clara  Catherine. 
Thomas  F.  Downey  has  spent  all  his  life  on  the  farm  except  two  years 
in  Monticello  when  he  was  sheriff  of  White  County.  He  also  served  four 
years  as  trustee  of  Liberty  Township. 

Silas  Downey,  who  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Chicago,  where  he 
lives  at  present  and  is  a contractor  and  builder,  has  recently  adopted 
the  old  family  name  of  MacDowney.  By  his  marriage  to  Hanna  S. 
Imler  he  has  four  children:  Madge  Inez,  Golda  Hazel,  Claude  Colum- 
bus who  died  in  infancy,  and  Morris  Linden. 
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James  Downey,  who  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  now  resides  in  Monti- 
cello,  married  Emma  S.  Ross,  and  their  only  child  died  in  infancy. 

Elizabeth  Downey,  who  is  unmarried,  is  employed  with  the  large 
Chicago  house  of  Carson,  Pirie,  Scott  & Company. 

John  C.  Downey,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Chalmers,  and  married  Daisy  M.  Plunkett  of  Crawfordsville. 

Schuyler  C.  Dobbins.  Seventy  years  ago,  when  White  County  was 
little  removed  from  the  wilderness  conditions,  the  Dobbins  family 
located  in  Princeton  Township,  and  forthwith  took  up  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  cultivation,  as  a result  of  which  they  added  a number 
of  acres  to  the  productive  area  of  this  section.  Of  his  family  in  its 
second  generation,  Schuyler  C.  Dobbins  is  a representative,  and  has  been 
a well  known  citizen  both  in  his  home  locality  and  in  the  county  seat. 

Schuyler  C.  Dobbins  was  born  in  Princeton  Township,  White  County, 
October  10,  1859,  one  of  the  five  children  of  Jackson  and  Sarah  (Miller) 
Dobbins.  The  paternal  ancestry  is  Scotch-Irish,  and  the  mother’s  family 
was  German.  Jackson  Dobbins  was  born  in  Virginia,  his  wife  in  Mary- 
land. They  were  married  in  the  latter  state,  and  in  1844  came  to  Indiana 
and  settled  in  Princeton  Township.  There  Jackson  Dobbins  followed 
farming  and  stock  raising,  but  in  1865  removed  to  Logansport,  lived 
there  eighteen  years,  and  finally  returned  to  White  County,  and  died 
at  Wolcott  December  19,  1877.  His  widow  survived  until  July  13,  1909, 
and  the  bodies  of  both  now  rest  at  Wolcott.  Jackson  Dobbins  was  a 
republican  in  his  usual  political  affiliations,  but  in  1878  identified  himself 
with  the  greenback  party.  He  was  a deacon  and  elder  in  the  Christian 
Church,  and  gave  both  time  and  means  to  the  church  activities.  He  was 
never  a lodge  man,  and  the  only  official  positions  he  ever  held  were  as 
trustee  and  assessor  after  the  township  was  organized.  A brief  record 
of  the  five  children  is  as  follows  : Matilda  W.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  F.  Jones;  Moses  G.,  on  the  old  farm  in  Princeton  Township; 
Samuel  I.,  who  died  at  Warsaw  in  1912;  Robert  F.,  at  Wolcott;  and 
Schuyler  C. 

Schuyler  C.  Dobbins  completed  his  education  in  the  Logansport 
Seminary  and  business  college,  and  took  up  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two.  On  February  14,  1885,  he  married  Lucy  Kinney,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Eliza  Kinney.  Mrs.  Dobbins  died  in  1889.  On  June 
15,  1894,  Mr.  Dobbins  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Ollie  Swick, 
daughter  of  Oliver  P.  and  Margaret  (Griffith)  Swick.  There  are  two' 
children : Winifred  C.,  born  December  7,  1899 ; and  Dorrance  D.,  born 
May  18,  1902.  Mrs.  Dobbins  and  her  daughter  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Dobbins  is  a democrat.  When  his  brother  Robert 
was  elected  sheriff  of  White  County  in  1892,  he  served  under  him  as 
deputy,  and  in  1908  was  elected  city  marshal  of  Monticello  and  spent 
six  years  of  faithful  work  in  that  office.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his 
career  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  grain  business  at  Wolcott 
until  the  latter’s  death.  Mr.  Dobbins  has  lived  in  Monticello  since  1892. 
Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall 
Lodge,  No.  73 ; the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  107 ; and  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  Council  No.  518. 

James  Monahan  Leffel.  The  career  of  James  Monahan  Leffel,  city 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Monticello,  Indiana,  is  one  remarkable  in  a 
number  of  ways  and  is  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  constant  applica- 
tion and  untiring  effort  in  the  overcoming  of  early  environment  and  the 
surmounting  of  obstacles.  He  was  born  in  the  City  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, May  3,  1880,  a son  of  Michael  A.  and  Lucy  Louise  (Molann) 
Monahan.  He  was  but  ten  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and 
arrangements  were  made  by  his  mother  for  the  lad’s  admission  into  the 
New  England  Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  at  No.  202  West  Newton 
Street,  Boston.  In  June,  1890,  he  was  brought  from  the  East  to  Warsaw, 
Indiana,  with  twenty-four  other  children,  and  was  adopted  by  Joshua 
Leffel,  whose  name  he  later  took  as  his  own. 

The  Leffel  family  is  one  that  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Kos- 
ciusko County,  Indiana,  where  its  members  have  lived  for  many  years 
and  where  they  have  taken  a prominent  part  in  the  various  affairs  of  life. 
William  Leffel,  the  father  of  Joshua  Leffel,  migrated  to  Lake  Township 
in  that  county  at  an  early  date  and  secured  a Government  land  grant 
bearing  the  signature  of  Andrew  Jackson.  His  wife  was  Julianne 
Tridle,  of  an  old  Kosciusko  County  family.  The  wife  of  Joshua  Leffel 
was  Mary  Isabel  Homman  before  her  marriage,  and  she  also  belonged  to 
a family  of  pioneers  of  that  county. 

James  Monahan  Leffel  received  his  elementary  training  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Lake  Township,  District  No.  6,  Kosciusko  County,  and 
in  1898  was  graduated  from  the  Commission  High  School  of  Silver  Lake, 
Indiana.  In  1908  he  graduated  from  the  department  of  history  and 
political  science,  University  of  Indiana,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
doing  work  in  the  universities  of  the  Middle  West,  especially  at  the 
University  of  Chicago.  For  fifteen  years  Mr.  Leffel  has  been  engaged 
in  teaching  in  various  capacities  and  at  different  points.  He  began  his 
career  as  an  educator  in  Lake  Township,  where  he  taught  in  the  district 
schools  for  two  years,  was  for  one  year  principal  of  the  grammar  school 
at  Pierceton,  Indiana,  and  for  three  years  was  principal  of  the  central- 
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ized  schools  of  Jackson  Township.  For  four  years  he  was  at  the  head 
of  the  history  department  at  Brazil,  Indiana,  and  then  became  super- 
intendent of  schools  at  Knox,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  for  a like 
period.  In  1914  Mr.  Leffel  was  called  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
schools  of  Monticello,  his  present  position,  and  under  his  administration 
the  system  has  been  improved  to  an  efficiency  never  before  attained. 
Mr.  Leffel,  aside  from  being  a thoroughly  learned  and  capable  educator, 
is  a man  of  much  executive  and  business  ability,  and  is  popular  with  his 
teachers  as  well  as  with  the  pupils  and  their  parents.  His  entire  career 
has  been  devoted  to  his  profession,  his  advancement  in  which  has  come 
to  him  through  individual  merit,  combined  with  hard  work  and  constant 
study.  Mr.  Leffel  is  a member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Chapter  of  the  Kappa 
Sigma  fraternity,  University  of  Indiana,  and  of  Lodge  No.  579,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Sidney,  Indiana,  and  Monticello  Chapter, 
No.  103. 

On  December  28,  1904,  Mr.  Leffel  was  married  to  Miss  Ruby  Caroline 
Patterson,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Henrietta  (Copeland)  Patterson, 
who  reside  on  Rural  Free  Delivery  Route  No.  3,  North  Manchester,  Lake 
Township,  Koscuisko  County.  One  child  lias  been  born  to  Mr-  and  Mrs. 
Leffel;  James  Monahan,  Jr.,  born  June  21,  1909.  Mrs.  Leffel ?s  great- 
grandfather, Joel  Hidy,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  who  migrated  to  Kos- 
ciusko County,  Indiana,  at  an  early  date,  settling  on  Government  land 
along  the  Eel  River.  He  assisted  to  establish  the  first  boundary  lines  of 
section  and  range  in  that  county,  was  a prominent  man  in  the  affairs  of 
that  locality,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Masonic  Lodge  No..  579,  at 
Sidney,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Leffel’s  paternal  grandfather  was,  Joseph  Pat- 
terson, who  migrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  same  locality  many  years 
ago,  and  for  a long  period  conducted  a tanning  establishment  at  Liberty 
Mills,  Indiana. 

William  A.  Barnes.  For  thirty-five  years  William  A.  Barnes  has 
been  a resident  of  White  County,  and  practically  all  his  life  has  been 
passed  in  this  section  of  Indiana.  His  interests  and  activities  have  iden- 
tified him  with  the  rural  community,  and  it  was  only  after  developing  a 
fine  farm  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  a well  spent  career  in  an  ample  com- 
petence for  his  future  needs  that  he  retired  from  the  farm  and  moved 
into  Monticello  about  three  years  ago.  His  active  years  have  been  accom- 
panied with  definite  achievements  and  his  sterling  integrity  is  recog- 
nized by  all. 

William  A.  Barnes  was  born  in  Adams  Township,  Carroll  County, 
Indiana,  June  3,  1840,  one  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
born  to  John  and  Sarah  (Allen)  Barnes.  His  father  was  a native  of 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


531 


Ohio,  and  his  mother  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  were  married  in  Carroll 
County,  Indiana,  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  on  land  they  had 
secured  from  the  Government.  They  had  acquired  this  homestead  of 
a quarter  section  immediately  after  their  marriage,  and  lived  there  as 
hard  workers,  good  neighbors  and  on  an  increasing  scale  of  prosperity 
till  taken  away  by  death.  At  his  death  John  Barnes  left  an  estate  of 
about  240  acres.  He  died  about  1880,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  two 
years,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Carroll  County. 

William  A.  Barnes  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  township 
and  his  early  experience  on  a farm  he  turned  to  good  account  when 
taking  up  life  for  himself.  He  first  came  to  White  County  in  1869,  but 
a year  later  returned  to  Carroll  County,  lived  there  nine  years,  and  then 
identified  himself  permanently  with  White  County.  His  location  was  in 
Jackson  Township,  where  he  conducted  and  improved  a tract  of  land, 
raised  stock  and  worked  up  his  graded  live  stock  finally  into  a herd  of 
blooded  Durham  cattle.  At  one  time  he  owned  320  acres  of  Jackson 
Township,  but  gave  eighty  acres  to  his  son  and  sold  the  rest  when  he 
retired  and  came  into  Monticello  in  1912.  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  a stanch 
republican  for  fifty  years  or  more,  but  has  never  cared  for  political 
office. 

On  August  6,  1863,  he  married  Margaret  J.  Carson,  who  died  March 
8,  1903,  after  they  had  lived  together  in  married  companionship  nearly 
forty  years.  Of  her  five  children,  three  died  many  years  ago.  Elsie  G., 
one  of  the  survivors,  married  Harry  W.  Sharp,  and  died  in  1905,  leav- 
ing two  children,  Walter  and  Blanche.  The  only  living  child  is  Elmer, 
now  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Monticello.  On  October  7,  1908, 
Mr.  Barnes  married  for  his  present  wife  Mrs.  Emma  G.  (Gress)  Barnes, 
widow  of  George  T.  Barnes,  and  daughter  of  Morris  and  Delilah  (Hall) 
Gress.  Her  parents  came  to  Carroll  County  from  Pennsylvania  about 
1865.  Her  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  died  in  Carroll  County, 
and  her  mother  in  White  County.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Gress  his 
widow  married  Cornelius  Nicholas  in  February,  1880,  and  they  came  to 
White  County.  Morris  and  Delilah  (Hall)  Gress  had  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living : Susan,  who  is  Mrs.  Edward  Dixon ; John ; 
Mahlon ; and  Emma,  who.  is  Mrs.  B'arnes.  Mrs,  Barnes  lost  her  father  in 
1870,  and  her  mother  died  in  1894.  Mrs.  Barnes  ’ grandmother,  Kesiah 
Gress,  was  a daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Mr.  Gress  was  a repub- 
lican, though  never  an  officeholder.  Mrs.  Barnes  is  a great-grand- 
daughter of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  was  one  of  the  chief  commanders 
of  the  British  forces  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Barnes  was  the  mother  of  five  children : Aura  Dell,  wife  of  Allen 
Cossell,  and  they  have  a child,  Helen,  born  November  6,  1906 ; Georgia 
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V.,  wife  of  C.  C.  Baker;  Lawrence  G.,  of  New  York  State;  Hazel,  who 
died  in  October,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months;  and  Gilbert  Paul, 
of  Monticello. 

Madison  T.  Didlake,  M.  D.  In  point  of  years  of  continuous  service, 
probably  the  oldest  practicing  physician  in  White  County  is  Dr.  Madison 
T.  Didlake,  who  located  at  Wolcott  nearly  forty-five  years  ago,  and  for 
thirty-five  years  has  practiced  at  Monticello.  Doctor  Didlake  is  of  old 
and  prominent  American  stock  and  his  work  has  made  him  a credit  to 
the  profession,  and  his  name  is  connected  with  the  public  life  of  White 
County. 

Madison  T.  Didlake  was  born  March  29,  1844,  in  Kentucky,  a son 
of  Edmond  H.  and  Mildred  Gregory  (Woodford)  Didlake.  His  mother 
was  a granddaughter  of  Brig.-Gen.  William  Woodford,  who  served  under 
Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  in  a British  prison 
at  New  York  and  was  buried  with  the  highest  military  honors  by  the 
British.  The  founder  of  the  Woodford  family  in  America  was  Maj. 
William  Woodford,  an  Englishman  who  after  coming  to  the  United 
States  located  in  Virginia.  Doctor  Didlake  has  a copy  of  the  genealogy 
of  the  Woodford  family,  which  shows  its  relations  with  many  well  known 
and  important  people. 

In  1851  Edmond  H.  Didlake  and  wife  removed  from  Kentucky  to 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Edmond 
H.  Didlake  took  a prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  at  Bloomington 
platted  and  put  on  the  market  an  addition  to  the  city.  He  and  his  wife 
were  parents  of  eleven  children,  Doctor  Didlake  being  the  only  survivor. 

As  a boy  his  ambitions  were  directed  to  the  medical  profession 
largely  through  his  associations  with  an  uncle,  Dr.  Thomas  Madison 
Taylor,  of  Clark  County,  Kentucky.  He  began  his  studies  with  Dr. 
Charles  R.  Park,  and  in  1867  was  graduated  from  the  Chicago  Medical 
College.  While  in  college  he  came  under  the  preceptorship  of  several 
distinguished  men  in  the  profession,  among  them  Dr.  Nathan  S.  Davis 
and  Doctors  Andrews,  Byford  and  Johnson.  After  being  admitted  to 
practice  Doctor  Didlake  was  located  for  two  years  at  Augusta,  Arkansas, 
and  for  three  years  in  Stanford,  Illinois,  and  in  the  spring  of  1871  came 
to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  for  the  following  ten  years  practiced, 
with  office  at  Wolcott.  Since  then  he  has  lived  in  Monticello,  and  has 
been  the  family  physician  to  more  than  a generation  of  people  in  that 
town  and  vicinity. 

In  1880  Doctor  Didlake  was  elected  county  treasurer  on  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  was  re-elected  in  1882.  For  eighteen  years  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board  at  Monticello,  and  was  treasurer  of  the 
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board.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Christian  Church 
since  early  childhood,  and  he  has  served  in  official  positions  in  the  local 
church.  On  December  30,  1880,  Doctor  Didlake  married  Miss  Litta 
H.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  B.  Johnson,  and  a sister  of  Hale 
Johnson,  who  a number  of  years  ago  was  a candidate  for  President  on 
the  prohibition  ticket,  and  was  killed  on  election  day.  Doctor  Didlake 
and  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Roy  P.,  a civil  engineer 

located  at  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota ; Lucile,  a teacher  in  the  high  school  at 
West  Lafayette ; and  Edmond  H.,  a civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
Big  Four  Railway  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati. 

Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Carr.  Of  the  individuals  whose  ability,  industry 
and  forethought  have  contributed  to  the  character,  wealth  and  good 
government  of  Monticello,  none  is  better  known  than  Hon.  Benjamin  F. 
Carr,  mayor  of  the  city  and  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Palmer  & 
Carr.  Mr.  Carr  is  an  attorney,  not  only  by  education  and  long  practice 
but  by  temperament  and  preference,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Monticello. 

Benjamin  F.  Carr  was  born  on  a farm  in  Prairie  Township,  White 
County,  Indiana,  January  16,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  Martin  L.  and  Olive 
J.  (Laylin)  Carr,  natives  of  Fayette  and  Huron  counties,  Ohio,  respect- 
ively. Martin  L.  Carr  was  in  early  life  a physician,  and  about  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war  was  commissioned  a captain  in  the  Union  army,  but 
his  regiment  never  went  to  the  front  and  he  accordingly  saw  no  active 
service.  In  later  years  he  gave  up  his  practice  and  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  which,  with  various  other  occupations,  occupied 
his  time  until  his  death.  The  boyhood  and  early  youth  of  Benjamin  F. 
Carr  were  passed  on  the  home  farm,  and  his  education  was  secured  in 
the  public  school  at  Chalmers.  That  he  was  a precocious  lad  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  becoming  a school  teacher  when 
but  fourteen  years  old,  and  with  this  end  in  view  applied  for  examina- 
tion and  successfully  passed  the  grades  but  was  refused  a teacher’s 
license  by  John  A.  Rothrock,  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  who 
wrote  across  his  certificate : ‘ ‘ This  is  not  a license,  but  simply  indicates 
the  grade  of  the  applicant,  who,  in  my  estimation,  is  too  young  to  enable 
him  to  successfully  teach.”  It  is  more  remarkable  that  he  thus  passed 
the  examination  in  that  his  advantages  for  an  education  had  been  of  a 
somewhat  limited  character. 

When  Benjamin  F.  Carr  was  seventeen  years  of  age  his  father  died 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Monticello.  Acting  upon  the 
advice  of  Judge  T.  F.  Palmer,  he  went  to  Bloomington  and  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  University,  and  while  attending  that  de- 
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partment  also  carried  several  studies  in  the  literary  department.  He 
was  duly  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  but  could  not 
be  admitted  to  the  bar,  as  he  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  he  accord- 
ingly returned  to  the  university,  where  he  specialized  on  several  subjects. 
In  1895,  having  attained  his  majority,  Mr.  Carr  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  in  November  of  that  year  began  practice  with  his  brother,  R.  R. 
Carr,  under  the  firm  style  of  Carr  & Carr.  This  partnership  continued 
for  two  years,  after  which  Mr.  Carr  was  alone  for  seven  or  eight  years, 
and  then  became  the  partner  of  Judge  Palmer,  under  the  style  of  Palmer 
& Carr,  which  style  has  since  obtained.  While  Mr.  Carr’s  practice  is 
broad  and  general  in  character,  he  has  become  generally  recognized  as  an 
authority  on  real  estate  law,  and  in  this  department  has  a large  and 
prominent  clientele.  During  his  early  law  practice  Mr.  Carr,  during  his 
leisure  time,  compiled  a set  of  abstract  books  of  White  County,  and 
organized  the  White  County  Abstract  Company,  of  which  he  was  for 
several  years;  the  directing  head.  He  belongs  to  the  various  organiza- 
tions of  his  profession  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  fellow- 
practitioners  in  the  county.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons,  having  passed  the  York  Rite  and  Knight  Templar  degrees,  and 
also  holds  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  A strong  and  uncompromising  republican,  he 
has  long  taken  a part  in  the  activities  of  his  party  at  Monticello,  and 
in  1913  was  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor,  his  administration  having  been 
marked  by  much  progression. 

Mayor  Carr  was  married,  December  2,  1897,  to  Miss  Luella  Crowell, 
daughter  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Crowell,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born 

two  daughters : Amy  Louise,  and  Martha  Helen. 

% 

The  Hughes  Family.  It  is  a substantial  tribute  to  a family  when 
it  can  be  said  that  what  one  generation  has  secured  and  won  from  the 
dominion  of  the  wilderness  the  next  following  has  continued  to  improve 
and  has  increased  in  value  many  fold.  That  is  real  progress  and 
without  its  manifestation  a community  must  stand  still.  Exceptional 
attributes  of  character,  the  sterling  qualities  of  sobriety,  industry  and 
individual  worth,  and  a continuing  influence  in  community  affairs  have 
been  conspicuous  in  the  Hughes  family  during  its  residence  in  White 
County  from  the  time  of  earliest  settlement  and  the  first  attempts  to 
clear  up  the  wilderness.  Several  names  representing  as  many  different 
generations  are  given  brief  record  in  the  following  paragraph,  and  there 
is  no  family  of  White  County  that  better  deserves  the  memorial  of  the 
written  page. 

The  branch  of  the  family  with  which  this  sketch  is  immediately 
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concerned  was  headed  by  John  C.  Hughes,  who  was  the  oldest  son  of 
Ellis  and  Sarah  (Crooks)  Hughes,  and  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
in  that  rugged  district  of  Southwestern  Pennsylvania,  February  18, 
1800.  In  passing  it  should  be  mentioned  that  a younger  brother  of 
John  C.  Hughes  was  the  first  representative  of  the  family  in  White 
County,  Indiana.  The  name  of  this  brother  was  Rowland  Hughes,  who 
was  born  in  Westmoreland,  Pennsylvania,  December  9,  1813,  was  mar- 
ried in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  25,  1833,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Imes,  and  soon  after  his  marriage,  in  1834,  came  out  to  White  County. 
John  C.  Hughes  was  probably  of  English  descent.  He  was  married 
October  1,  1820,  to  Lucinda  Smith,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Phoebe 
(Cooper)  Smith.  Though  her  parents  came  from  Canada,  she  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  November  18,  1802,  and  was  drowned  while 
fording  the  Tippecanoe  River  in  White  County,  May  31,  1863.  Some 
years  after  his  marriage,  and  with  a family  of  children,  John  C.  Hughes 
emigrated  by  stage  and  wagon  from  Pennsylvania  to  White  County.  He 
came  to  the  county  as  early  as  1837,  since  his  entry  of  land  on  section 
35  in  Liberty  Township  is  dated  August  14,  1837.  He  did  not  settle 
permanently  on  his  land  until  October,  1846.  In  the  woods  of  Liberty 
Township  he  lived  for  a time  in  a hewed  log  cabin  containing  two  rooms 
and  an  attic.  His  land  had  previously  been  occupied  by  a squatter, 
but  he  secured  a deed  to  it  direct  from  the  Government,  and  with  the 
aid  of  his  children  cleared  and  improved  the  property,  which  is  still 
owned  by  his  descendants.  John  C.  Hughes  was  a farmer,  for  many 
years  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  widely  known  as 
“ Squire”  Hughes,  and  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was 
a fine  type  of  the  early  settler,  and  while  he  accomplished  no  great 
results  in  a noted  or  conspicuous  way,  he  was  liberal,  steady,  of  decided 
opinions,  a man  whose  character  was  for  good  in  the  community  and 
universally  respected.  John  C.  Hughes  died  at  his  old  home  in  Liberty 
Township,  White  County,  January  13,  1872.  He  and  his  wife  had 
seven  children:  Phoebe,  John,  Rowland,  Thomas,  Stephen,  James  and 
Nancy  Anna  Hughes.  All  these  children  were  born  in  Pennsylvnia, 
and  the  sons  Rowland,  Stephen  and  James  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil 
war,  the  two  former  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry. 

John  Hughes,  who  carries  the  history  of  the  next  generation,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  28,  1828,  being  the 
second  child  of  John  C.  and  Lucinda  (Smith)  Hughes.  He  was  a lad 
when  his  parents  removed  to  White  County,  grew  up  on  the  old  farm 
in  Liberty  Township,  attended  the  district  schools,  and,  possessing  a 
talent  for  the  handling  of  tools,  early  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
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which  he  followed  most  of  his  life,  although  owning  a farm.  He  was  a 
republican,  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  possessed  the  char- 
acteristics of  sobriety  and  sterling  citizenship  which  marked  his  honored 
father.  On  November  29,  1849,  John  Hughes  married  Emeline  Morgan, 
daughter  of  Murrel  and  Violet  (Half)  Morgan,  farming  people  in  this 
section  of  Indiana.  She  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  July 
15,  1833,  and  died  July  30,  1907.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children, 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  them  still  living.  Their  names  are : 
George  K. ; Rosannah,  wife  of  S.  J.  Carney,  now  of  Logansport;  Murrel 
Morgan;  Logan;  Elmer;  Charles;  Samuel;  Nellie,  wife  of  Albert  Moss, 
of  Cass  County,  Indiana;  and  Perry.  The  father  of  these  children, 
John  Hughes,  died  at  his  home  in  Liberty  Township,  August  7,  1901. 

George  K.  Hughes,  representing  the  third  generation  in  this  family 
in  White  County,  still  an  honored  resident  and  business  man  of  Monti- 
cello,  was  born  on  his  maternal  grandfather  Morgan’s  farm  in  Liberty 
Township,  November  3,  1852-.  He  grew  up  in  the  country,  and  aside 
from  the  opportunities  of  the  district  schools  his  education  has  been 
acquired  in  the  larger  school  of  experience.  His  early  career  was  spent 
in  farming,  but  in  1873  he  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  his  great-uncle, 
Rowland  Hughes,  in  Monticello,  and  continued  to  be  connected  with  that 
business  some  twenty  years.  He  then  engaged  in  business  for  himself, 
and  has  since  had  one  of  the  chief  supply  centers  or  the  general  dry 
goods  trade  at  Monticello. 

George  K.  Hughes  was  married  March  13,  1873,  to  Miss  Susannah 
Bullard,  who  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  February  28,  1852,  a 
daughter  of  John  V.  and  Susannah  (Lease)  Bullard.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hughes  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Norine  Elma,  born  May  9,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  F. 
Dobbins,  of  Wolcott;  the  next  two  children,  twins,  died  in  infancy; 
John  Henry,  born  June  19,  1880,  married  Harriet  E.  Heath  on  January 
25,  1905,  and  lives  in  Monticello;  Rowland  E.,  born  May  19,  1883,  mar- 
ried Effie  Mae  Wysong,  and  they  live  in  Monticello ; Goldie  F.,  born 
August  19,  1886,  married  Ralph  L.  Wolfe,  and  their  home  is  in  Mon- 
ticello. 

The  career  of  George  K.  Hughes  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
Monticello.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  107,  at  Monticello,  Indiana,  and 
politically  is  a republican.  He  was  the  first  councilman  from  the  First 
Ward  in  the  first  City  Council  of  Monticello  at  the  time  it  became  a city. 
To  Mr.  Hughes  it  is  but  just  to  add  the  credit  for  his  work  in  putting 
on  a paying  basis  the  present  city  waterworks  plant,  and  in  many  other 
ways  he  has  been  instrumental  in  accomplishing  good  in  this  com- 
munity. 
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Jonathan  Heiny.  By  a residence  of  almost  three  quarters  of  a cen- 
tury in  the  Idaville  community  the  Heiny  family  has  well  established  its 
position  among  the  notable  citizens,  and  there  are  many  features  of  the 
record  which  deserve  place  in  this  publication.  While  Mr.  Jonathan 
Heiny  has  during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  been  in  close  touch 
with  Idaville,  his  home  up  to  two  years  ago  was  across  the  line  in  Carroll 
County.  He  and  his  wife  now  have  one  of  the  attractive  homes  of  Idaville 
and  are  among  the  splendid  people  of  that  community. 

The  Heiny  family  in  America  was  established  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  by  Jacob  and  Sebastian  Heiny,  who  were  natives  of 
Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  set  out  for  the  New  World  when  Jacob 
was  about  seventeen  and  his  brother  fifteen  years  of  age.  They  had  no 
money  to  pay  their  passage,  and  according  to  a custom  prevailing  at 
that  time,  after  arriving  in  this  country,  they  were  sold  to  labor  to  pay 
for  their  transportation.  It  is  with  Jacob  that  this  history  is  particularly 
concerned.  He  worked  out  his  passage  money  near  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  after  gaining  his  freedom  married  a Miss  Diefenbach.  Their 
first  child  was  born  in  1759.  Jacob  Heiny  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
served  in  the  Pennsylvania  regiment  of  artillery,  a fact  which  is  estab- 
lished by  a certificate  from  the  custodian  of  public  records  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  family  record  is  contained  in  an  old  Bible,  still  in  possession 
of  a member  of  the  family,  the  record  being  written  in  German.  Jacob 
and  his  wife  had  twelve  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Of  these  Samuel  Heiny  continues  this  lineage.  He  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  1,  1771,  and  died  September 
8,  1847.  He  was  trained  to  read  and  write  in  the  German,  but  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  English  language  so  far  as  to  write  it.  About  1795 
he  married  Barbara  Stern,  daughter  of  Peter  Stern,  and  she  was  born 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  3,  1774,  and  died  February 
31,  1862.  They  had  ten  children.  About  1824  Samuel  left  Pennsylvania 
and  lived  a few  months  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  in  1825  moved  to  Wayne 
County,  Indiana,  locating  on  a farm  about  four  miles  from  Cambridge 
City.  Samuel  died  there  as  a result  of  a kick  from  a horse. 

Benjamin  Heiny,  in  the  next  generation,  the  first  son  of  Samuel  and 
Barbara  Heiny,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  May  27,  1800,  and  died 
October  29,  1861.  He  was  already  a young  man  when  the  family  came 
to  Ohio  and  Eastern  Indiana  and  in  1842  he  moved  to  Carroll  County, 
Indiana,  and  bought  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  land  in  section  3 of  Adams 
Township.  Benjamin  Heiny  married  Elizabeth  Lantz,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 28,  1880.  The  first  of  their  eleven  children  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  in  1829,  the  next  five  were  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Indiana,  and  the  last  four  were  born  in  Carroll  County.  Their  names 
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were  Samuel,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Rufus,  Nancy,  Henry,  Jonathan,  Jacob, 
Benjamin  F.,  Elizabeth  and  Barbara. 

Jonathan  Heiny,  who  was  the  seventh  of  the  children  and  the  last 
to  be  born  in  Wayne  County,  was  born  January  15,  1840,  and  was  three 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Carroll  County.  He 
grew  up  on  his  father ’s  farm  in  Adams  Township,  and  prior  to  his  army 
service  had  learned  and  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade. 

His  army  record  is  as  follows:  He  enlisted  October  10,  1861,  at 
Logansport  in  Company  F,  Forty-Sixth  Regiment  of  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  served  as  corporal  and  later  as  sergeant  of  the  company.  He  was 
discharged  January  1,  1864,  at  Algiers,  Louisiana,  but  re-enlisted  and 
was  again  enrolled  January  2,  1864,  as  a veteran  in  the  same  company 
and  regiment.  His  final  discharge  came  September  4,  1865,  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  He  participated  in  thirty-one  battles:  New  Madrid,  Island 
No.  10,  Riddle’s  Point,  Port  Pillow,  Osceola,  Memphis,  St.  Charles, 
Clarenden,  Helena,  Napoleon,  Grand  Prairie,  Plunkett’s  Bluff,  Duvall’s 
Bluff,  Tallahatchie,  Coldwater,  Yazoo  Pass,  Fort  Pemberton,  Grand 
Gulf,  Port  Gibson,  Fourteen-Mile  Creek,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion 
Hills,  Big  Black  River,  Vicksburg,  Jackson’s  second  battle,  Grand 
Choteau,  Spanish  Lake,  Vermilionville,  Nelson’s  Farm  and  Sabine  Cross 
Roads.  He  was  captured  with  his  regiment  at  Sabine  April  8,  1864, 
and  was  prisoner  eight  months  and  twelve  days,  four  months  at  Tyler 
and  four  months  at  Hempstead,  Texas.  He  was  paroled  in  December, 
1864,  and  was  exchanged  in  the  latter  part  of  January,  and  rejoined  his 
regiment  in  February,  1865,  and  continued  with  the  command  until 
his  final  muster  out. 

After  returning  to  his  old  home  in  Carroll  County  Mr.  Heiny  took 
up  farming  and  also  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade.  In  those  years 
Idaville  was  his  trading  center,  and  three  years  ago  he  came  to  town, 
having  sold  his  fine  farm  of  160  acres  for  $23,000.  This  was  a -property 
which  he  had  accumulated  through  his  own  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, and  he  is  now  prepared  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  com- 
fort. He  owns  property  in  Idaville,  and  has  a good  home  in  the  east 
part  of  the  village,  and  operates  his  own  automobile.  He  is  a republican, 
has  never  sought  any  office,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  God  Incorporated.  His  father,  Benjamin,  owned  about  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  combined  its  cultivation  with  work  as  a plasterer. 
He  was  a whig  until  1856,  and  then  became  a democrat.  Though  a 
man  of  modest  manner,  he  had  hosts  of  friends,  who  called  him  affection- 
ately “Uncle  Ben.”  He’ knew  almost  every  person  in  the  county,  and 
for  two  terms  served  as  township  assessor. 

On  February  4,  1877,  Mr.  Heiny  married  Rosa  Lytle,  who  was  born 
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in  April,  1848,  and  died  October  2,  1878.  There  were  no  children  of 
this  union.  On  February  4,  1880,  he  married  Mrs.  Amanda  (McCully) 
Barnes,  who  was  born  August  19,  1855,  and  died  April  21,  1906,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Idaville  cemetery.  By  her  former  marriage  there  is  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lorena  B.  Nicholas,  who  lives  at  Imperial,  California. 
By  his  second  wife  Mr.  Heiny  had  five  children : Mabel  Lucretia,  who 
was  born  November  22,  1880,  and  died  November  15,  1888 ; Frank 
Hamilton,  who  was  born  December  19,  1882,  is  now  living  at  Santa  Anna, 
California,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Ora  Kennedy  has  a son  Max;  Wilda 
Vance,  born  November  26,  1885,  was  married  June  7,  1905,  to  Nathaniel 
Benjamin,  and  their  three  children  are  Kathryn  Josephine,  John  Cecil 
and  Robert;  the  fourth  child,  a son,  born  October  3,  1893,  died  in 
infancy;  Dale  McCully  Heiny,  born  March  22,  1895,  is  unmarried  and 
is  living  in  California. 

On  January  10,  1912,  Mr.  Heiny  married  Mrs.  Laurinda  (Dimmitt- 
Grantham)  Wikle.  This  marriage  was  the  termination  of  a most  inter- 
esting romance,  which  attracted  a great  deal  of  attention  and  comment 
over  the  state.  More  than  thirty-five  years  before  the  ceremony  which 
pronounced  them  man  and  wife  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heiny  had  been  sweet- 
hearts and  had  plighted  their  troth  to  each  other.  Mrs.  Heiny ’s  maiden 
name  was  Dimmitt,  and  her  grandfather,  Miles  Dimmitt,  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  Carroll  County.  The  romantic  plans  of  Jonathan 
Heiny  and  Miss  Dimmitt  were  interrupted  for  some  reason,  and  she 
became  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Grantham.  Later  she  married  Mr.  Wikle, 
and  only  when  well  advanced  in  years  returned  to  the  love  of  her 
youth. 

Mrs.  Laurinda  Heiny.  The  wives  and  mothers  of  our  nation  play 
a most  conspicuous  part  in  its  history,  and  amongst  the  noble  ladies  of 
White  County,  Indiana,  none  are  more  worthy  than  Mrs.  Heiny.  She 
is  a native  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  born  June  15,  1855,  and  was  the 
fourth  in  a family  of  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters,  born 
to  Robert  and  Matilda  (Sibbitt)  Dimmitt.  Only  three  are  living  besides 
Mrs.  Heiny : Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Cramer,  residents  of  La  Fayette, 
Indiana,  Mr.  Cramer  being  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  James  F.,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Burlington,  Indiana,  is  proprietor  of  a hotel ; and 
Miles  Alva,  a resident  of  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  and  who  married  Anna 
Orr.  Father  Dimmitt  was  a native  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  born 
March  31,  1827,  and  died  May  16,  1904.  He  was  an  agriculturist,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  politically  was  formerly  a democrat, 
but  when  he  died  was  a republican.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Mother  Dimmitt  was  a native  of  Wayne 
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County,  Ohio,  born  August  20,  1829,  and  died  January  29,  1892.  She 
and  her  husband  are  interred  in  the  Hickory  Grove  cemetery  in  Carroll 
County,  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Heiny  was  the  recipient  of  a good  common  school  education. 
Her  first  marriage  was  with  John  Willard  Grantham,  November  26, 
1879,  and  two  children  were  born*.  Viola  Bell,  wife  of  Nelson  Underhill, 
a resident  of  Colbourne,  Indiana,  and  a motorman  on  the  interurban 
railroad.  Mrs.  Underhill  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  have  three  children : 
Dorothy  L.,  Harold  Robert  and  Gilbert  C.  Gertrude,  the  second  daugh- 
ter, was  the  wife  of  Ezra  Vayou,  a mail  carrier,  and  one  little  daughter, 
Mona  Louise,  was  born  to  them,  and  she  is  now  in  the  first  year  of  the 
high  school.  Her  mother  died  June  2,  1905.  Mr.  Grantham,  who 
was  an  agriculturist,  died  April  12,  1885.  Mrs.  Grantham  wedded 
George  W.  Wikle,  but  there  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  He 
was  an  agriculturist  and  also  a machinist.  He  died  August  26,  1910. 
Mrs.  Wikle  subsequently  wedded  Mr.  Heiny.  She  is  a lady  of  agreeable 
personality  and  cordial,  and  she  and  her  husband  enjoy  their  modern 
home  in  Eastern  Idaville.  They  also  have  a five  passenger  Overland 
car  and  life  is  a fleeting  pleasure.  Their  hospitable  home  is  ever  open 
to  their  many  friends  as  well  as  the  stranger. 

Scott  Donaldson.  For  more  than  sixty  years  Scott  Donaldson  has 
lived  in  White  County.  He  grew  up  on  one  of  the  farms  in  White 
County,  attended  the  common  schools  such  as  existed  here  during  the 
’50s  and  ’60s,  and  for  nearly  half  a century  his  efforts,  have  been 
directed  to  the  general  agricultural  activities  with  considerable  inci- 
dental service  to  his  community  in  matters  of  local  improvement  and 
betterment.  Mr.  Donaldson  owns  one  of  the  substantial  farms  in  Union 
Township,  and  his  name  is  always  mentioned  with  respect  due  to  his 
character  and  accomplishments. 

Scott  Donaldson  was  born  in  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  March  17, 
1848,  and  an  interesting  fact  concerning  his  career  is  that  in  all  his 
life  he  has  never  been  outside  the  State  of  Indiana.  His  parents  were 
John  and  Sarah  (Honeywell)  Donaldson,  who  removed  to  White  County 
in  1852.  The. father  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  also  followed 
farming,  and  died  in  White  County  in  1876.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
1866.  Scott  Donaldson’s  brother,  Sanford,  a bachelor,  lives  at  the  home 
of  the  former  in  Union  Township.  Sanford  was  born  October  24,  1834, 
and  is  now  a man  past  eighty  years  of  age.  Lie  was  a member  of  the 
Forty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry  during  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted 
October  17,  1861,  and  serving  almost  through  the  entire  war  until  his 
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honorable  discharge,  November  4,  1865.  He  participated  in  many  of  the 
important  campaigns  and  battles  in  the  South. 

Scott  Donaldson  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hardy,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Hardy.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children : Araminta,  wife 
of  Clyde  Wheeler;  Fred  E.;  and  Pearl  Edna,  who  married  Wilson 
Christy.  All  these  children  were  born  in  White  County.  In  1891 
Scott  Donaldson  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Union  Township,  where 
he  owns  112  acres  of  well  improved  land,  and  most  of  these  improve- 
ments were  put  in  by  himself.  In  the  course  of  his  active  career  he  has 
performed  a great  deal  of  the  work  which  might  be  classified  as  pioneer 
labor,  including  much  breaking  of  the  virgin  soil  in  Union  Township. 
His  own  experiences  in  buying  land  indicate  how  property  values  have 
risen  in  White  County  during  the  last  quarter  of  a century.  In  1887 
Mr.  Donaldson  paid  $33.33  per  acre  for  some  land,  a little  later  paid 
$35,  and  in  1900  paid  $100  an  acre  for  land  similarly  situated.  Mr. 
Donaldson  has  served  on  the  township  advisory  board,  is  a republican 
in  politics,  and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Marion  Parrish.  A citizen  who  merited  in  the  fullest  degree  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  was  long  held  in  White  County  was  the  late 
Marion  Parrish,  who  died  at  Monticello  November  9,  1909.  He  had 
made  an  honorable  record  as  a soldier  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  such  success  as  flowed  from  his  life’s  activities  was  due  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts,  since  he  had  begun  life  as  a poor  boy.  Of  more 
account  than  the  property  which  he  left  behind  him  at  his  death  was 
the  honored  name  which  he  always  bore  in  whatever  community  he 
lived. 

Marion  Parrish  was  a native  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  and  when 
a young  lad  went  to  Southern  Indiana  and  at  Vallonia  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  He  had  but  little  time  to  go  to  school,  and  had 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  duty  beginning  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are 
under  the  fond  care  of  parents.  From  Vallonia  he  moved  to  Frances- 
ville  in  Pulaski  County,  and  about  1877  took  up  his;  residence  at  Monti- 
cello. Here  he  was  engaged  in  the  blacksmith  business,  with  Mat  Hen- 
derson as  a partner.  Later  he  returned  to  Francesville,  spent  three 
years  there,  and  then  came  back  to  Monticello  and  was  more  or  less 
active  in  business  affairs  in  this  community  until  his  death.  During  the 
war  he  enlisted  and  served  with  the  Twenty-second  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry.  In  one  engagement  in  which  he  participated  he  received  a 
gunshot  wound  through  the  left  leg,  and  as  a result  was  enrolled  on  the 
pension  list.  He  always  was  interested  in  his  comrades  and  enjoyed 
their  full  esteem.  Politically  he  was  a republican,  and  at  one  time 
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was  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Marion  Parrish, 
to  sum  up  his  career,  lived  an  upright  life,  tried  his  best  to  follow  the 
precepts  of  the  golden  rule,  and  in  civil  affairs  as  well  as  in  the  war 
had  fought  a good  fight  before  his  course  was  ended.  Marion  Parrish 
married  Margaret  E.  Rush,  who  is  also  deceased.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  and  four  of  these  are  still  living. 

Edward  L.  Parrish,  a son  of  the  late  Marion  Parrish,  was  born 
February  14,  1870,  at  Vallonia,  Jackson  County,  Indiana.  His  educa- 
tion came  from  the  public  schools  of  Monticello  and  Francesville,  and 
as  a boy  he  found  employment  in  a livery  stable,  as  a farm  hand,  and 
eventually  began  clerking  in  a store  then  operated  by  his  father  at 
Monticello.  Edward  L.  Parrish  subsequently  succeeded  to  the  business, 
and  has  since  been  one  of  Monticello ’s  leading  merchants. 

In  politics  he  is  a republican,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  Camp  No.  4503,  at  Monticello,  Indiana.  May  6, 
1891,  he  married  Marietta  Sterrett.  Their  two  children  are  Tracy  and 
Helen.  Tracy  graduated  from  the  Monticello  High  School  and  is  a 
student  at  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago.  She  was  a teacher  in  the 
county  schools  two  winters,  but  her  forte  is  painting  and  art,  Helen  is 
in  the  ninth  grade  of  the  public  schools.  Mrs.  Parrish  was  educated  in 
Rockfield,  Indiana. 

Morton  Coonrod.  An  intelligent  and  purposeful  participation  in 
the  events  that  have  made  White  County’s  history  during  recent  years 
has  made  Morton  Coonrod,  of  Monticello,  one  of  the  best  known  of  his 
community’s  citizens.  He  was  still  a lad  when  he  took  his  place  among 
the  world’s  workers,  being  called  upon  to  bear  his  share  of  responsi- 
bility much  earlier  than  most  young  men,  and  from  that  time  forward 
has  worked  sturdily  to  a position  of  importance  in  the  community.  Mr. 
Coonrod  has  served  as  recorder  of  White  County  since  1910,  and  there 
is  probably  no  more  popular  or  efficient  public  servant  at  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Coonrod  has  the  distinction  of  being  a native  son  of  White 
County,  born  on  his  father’s  homestead  farm  in  Liberty  Township, 
September  2,  1865,  his  parents  being  William  and  Sarah  Ann  (Shields) 
Coonrod,  natives  of  Ohio.  Both  William  Coonrod  and  his  wife  had  been 
previously  married,  Mrs.  Coonrod  having  come  to  this  county  at  an  early 
day  with  her  parents.  William  Coonrod,  by  his  first  marriage,  had 
one  child.  He  came  with  his  family  to  White  County  about  the  year 
1860,  and  here  continued  to  be  engaged  in  farming  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  an  industrious  man,  a capable  farmer  and  a good 
man  of  business,  and  because  of  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character 
was  held  in  high  esteem  in  Liberty  Township.  After  the  death  of  his 
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first  wife  lie  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  (Shields)  Custer,  the  widow  of 
Washington  Custer,  who  had  three  children  by  her  first  union,  only  one 
of  whom  is  living  at  this  time. 

The  eldest  of  a family  of  five  children,  Morton  Coonrod  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  and  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in  much  the 
same  manner  as  other  farmer  boys  of  his  day  and  locality,  the  winter 
months  being  spent  in  attending  the  district  school,  while  during  the 
rest  of  the  year  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  place. 
His  father,  however,  died  when  Morton  was  a mere  lad,  and  the  youth 
was  thus  forced  into  the  management  of  the  home  property,  being  the 
eldest  child.  With  the  aid  of  his  affectionate  mother,  he  was  able  to  help 
to  rear  the  other  children  and  to  complete  his  own  education,  and  thus 
grew  to  strong,  self-reliant  manhood. 

About  the  time  he  attained  his  majority,  Mr.  Coonrod  became  in- 
terested in  public  affairs,  and  soon  became  known  as  a hard  and  enthu- 
siastic worker  in  behalf  of  the  policies  and  candidates  of  the  republican 
party.  In  1910  he  became  the  candidate  of  that  organization  for  the 
office  of  recorder  of  White  County,  and  in  this  capacity  has  continued 
to  serve  to  the  present  time,  his  administration  having  been  characterized 
by  a conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  which  has  gained 
him  widespread  regard.  He  still  has  agricultural  interests  and  pays 
attention  to  agricultural  affairs,  but  his  time  is  largely  taken  up  by  the 
responsibilities  of  his  position.  He  has  not  been  indifferent  to  the 
pleasures  of  companionship  with  his  fellows,  and  at  this  time  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  local  lodges  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men. 

Rolandus  L.  Smoker.  The  thirty-six  years  that  Rolandus  L.  Smoker 
has  spent  in  White  County  have  been  years  productive  of  useful  effort, 
a growing  prosperity,  and  a valuable  influence  to  the  community.  Mr. 
Smoker’s  chief  work  has  been  as  a substantial  farmer,  but  for  the  past 
ten  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  urban  life  of  Monticello,  both 
as  a business  man  and  as  a public-spirited  citizen. 

Rolandus  L.  Smoker  comes  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  and  was 
born  in  Mifflin  County  of  that  state,  at  Lewistown,  September  30,  1850. 
His  parents  were  Felix  and  Margaret  (Keever)  Smoker,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  parentage.  The  Smoker  family  was 
brought  to  America  from  Germany  in  the  days  before  the  introduction 
of  steam-propelled  vessels,  and  found  homes  in  Pennsylvania  when  that 
was  compaartively  new  country. 

One  of  a family  of  twelve  children,  only  five  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, Rolandus  L.  Smoker  was  reared  in  his  native  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
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spent  his  boyhood  on  a farm  and  had  an  education  from  the  district 
schools  of  that  period,  his  attendance  being  frequently  interrupted  owing 
to  the  need  of  his  services  at  home.  Mr.  Smoker  began  battling  with 
the  world  on  his  own  responsibility  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  in 
1878  came  west  to  White  County.  Here  he  invested  in  200  acres  of 
land,  in  Monon  Township,  and  employed  the  judgment  and  industry 
characteristic  of  the  man  in  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  that 
tract,  which  is  now  one  of  the  fine  farmsteads  of  White  County. 

In  1904,  with  an  assured  competence,  Mr.  Smoker  sold  his  farm  in 
the  country  and  has  since  lived  in  Monticello.  Here  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  livery  business,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  undertaking  firm 
of  Smoker  & Russell.  His  interest  in  local  affairs  led  to  his  election  in 
1914  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  where  he  is  doing  all  he  can  to 
manage  the  city’s  affairs  to  the  interest  of  its  inhabitants.  Mr.  Smoker 
is  a democrat  in  politics,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  In  1882  he  married  Alice  C.  Imes.  Their 
two  children  are : Efiie  May,  wife  of  Luther  Hobaugh,  and  Charles  L. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smoker  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

George  W.  Yan  Alstine.  Prominent  among  the  business  men  of 
White  County  whose  activities  have  served  to  materially  advance  the 
interests  of  the  community,  and  whose  superior  talents  have  contributed 
to  the  business  and  financial  prestige  of  their  various  communities,  is 
found  George  W.  Van  Alstine,  president  of  the  White  County  Loan, 
Savings  and  Trust  Company,  of  Monticello.  A native  of  Hillsdale 
County,  Michigan,  Mr.  Yan  Alstine  was  born  February  12,  1843,  the 
second  of  the  four  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Adam  Yan  Alstine 
and  Catherine  Gay,  the  former  for  many  years  employed  as  a telegraph 
lineman  and  later  as  a retired  farmer.  Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  the  father  removed  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  and  during 
that  struggle  served  the  Union  as  a soldier,  it  being  a rather  remarkable 
fact  that  he  was  a member  of  the  same  company  and  regiment  as  two  of 
his  sons,  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Regiment,  Company  K,  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry.  In  his  later  life  Adam  Yan  Alstine  moved  to 
Rose  Lawn,  Indiana,  and  there  his  death  occurred. 

George  W.  Yan  Alstine  lost  his  mother  wdien  he  was  four  years  of 
age,  and  his  early  education  was  largely  secured  in  the  schools  of  hard 
work,  hard  knocks  and  experience.  Such  literary  training  as  he  obtained 
was  secured  in  the  common  schools,  and,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Yan  Alstine, 
“ there  was  but  little  of  that,”  as  he  was  compelled  to  stir  himself  con- 
tinually to  make  a living.  As  a lad  he  worked  hard  on  the  farm, 
receiving  as  compensation  a wage  of  $13  a month,  and  he  was  thus 
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engaged,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  answered  his  country’s 
call  for  troops  to  serve  in  the  Civil  war.  On  August  6,  1862,  with  his 
brother,  Charles  H.,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirteenth  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  with  that  organ- 
ization served  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  After  a short  period  in  the 
camp  of  instruction,  at  Kankakee,  Illinois,  Company  K was  sent  to 
Chicago  and  there  incorporated  into  the  Third  Board  of  Trade  Regiment, 
which  was  mustered  for  service  October  1st,  and  left  Camp  Hancock, 
via  Chicago,  November  6,  1862,  for  Memphis,  Tennessee.  The  first  service 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Infantry  was  in  the  Tallahatchie 
expedition,  in  November,  1862,  and  Mr.  Van  Alstine  \s  baptism  of  fire 
occurred  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  where  5,500  Confederate  prison- 
ers were  taken,  while  the  regiment  lost  5 killed  and  22  wounded.  After 
this  engagement,  Companies  C,  D,  F,  I and  K were  detailed  to  guard 
prisoners  to  Camp  Butler,  where  they  remained  until  March,  1864, 
when  the  regiment  came  together  at  Memphis,  soon  after  which  it  was 
engaged  in  the  fruitless  expedition  against  Forrest.  At  Guntown, 
Mississippi,  but  seventeen  out  of  sixty-three  Union  soldiers  escaped 
from  the  forces  of  the  gray,  and  in  this  engagement  Mr.  Van  Alstine 
was  wounded  in  the  left  side,  the  bullet  breaking  two  ribs.  After  almost 
incredible  hardships  he  managed  to  get  back  to  Memphis,  and  did  not 
allow  his  wound  to  incapacitate  him,  for  he  next  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Muscle  Shoals,  where  the  Federal  troops  once  more 
suffered  defeat  at  the  hands  of  General  Forrest’s  command.  Returning 
to  Memphis,  Mr.  Val  Alstine  was  engaged  in  detached  duty  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  June  15, 
1865.  His  war  record  is  an  excellent  one. 

Returning  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Van  Alstine  located  at  Momence  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Not  long  thereafter,  October  21,  1865, 
he  was  married  to  Mary  Ellen  Kile,  and  for  many  years  they  made 
their  home  on  the  farm,  although  later  he  turned  his  attention  to  mer- 
cantile operations  and  for  four  years  kept  a store  at  Lowell,  Indiana. 
In  the  fall  of  1892  Mr.  Van  Alstine  came  to  Monticello,  Indiana,  and 
with  his  son  established  the  electric  light  plant  here,  and  in  1893  took 
up  his  residence  here  permanently.  Mr.  Van  Alstine  has  been  president 
of  the  White  County  Loan,  Savings  & Trust  Company  for  four  years, 
and  under  his  direction  it  has  grown,  developed  and  prospered,  until 
it  is  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  the  community.  A republican  in 
politics,  he  served  Monticello  for  four  years  as  postmaster,  and  then 
resigned  because  of  his  increasing  business  interests.  Hfe  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Alstine  have  two  children:  Ernest  E.;  and 
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Minnie  J.,  the  latter  the  wife  of  F.  F.  Heighway,  county  superintendent 
of  schools  of  Lake  County,  Indiana. 

George  W.  Kassabaum.  The  bar  of  White  County  has  some  mem- 
bers whose  attainments  place  them  well  to  the  front  among  Indiana 
lawyers,  and  one  of  these  is  George  W.  Kassabaum,  who  for  the  past 
ten  years  has  enjoyed  a large  practice  as  a lawyer  and  influence  as  a 
citizen  at  Monticello. 

While  not  a native  of  White  County,  George  W.  Kassabaum  has 
spent  the  most  part  of  his  life  in  this  part  of  Indiana.  He  was  born 
on  a farm  near  Goodland,  in  Newton  County,  Indiana,  March  7,  1877. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  (Gettings)  Kassabaum,  were  both  born 
in  Prussia,  but  came  as  children  with  their  respective  parents  to  the 
United  States  at  a time  when  sailing  vessels  provided  the  chief  means 
of  transportation  over  seas.  Henry  Kassabaum  was  a sturdy  type  of  the 
German  youth  who  came  in  such  numbers  to  America  during  the  ’40s. 
When  gold  was  discovered  in  California  he  made  the  trip  to  the  Pacific 
coast  around  Cape  Horn,  and  spent  about  a year  in  the  gold  fields. 
Returning  east  he  located  at  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  there  and  was  married  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1856  he  came 
west  and  located  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  and  from  there  removed  to  Newton 
County,  Indiana,  where  he  continues  to  reside.  His  wife  died  October 
10,  1904.  Eleven  of  their  twelve  children  are  still  living. 

George  W.  Kassabaum,  one  of  the  younger  children,  grew  up  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Newton  County,  and  while  assisting  with  such 
strength  as  he  possessed  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  also  attended  district 
school.  His  literary  education  was  completed  by  two  years  in  the 
University  of  Indiana  at  Bloomington.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of 
Comparet  & Schoonover  at  Kentland,  Indiana,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1898. 

Mr.  Kassabaum  also  has  a military  service  to  his  credit.  On  July 
28,  1898,  the  year  of  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
went  with  the  regiment  to  Cuba  and  was  stationed  at  Havana  and  in 
that  neighborhood  during  the  term  of  his  service.  He  was  sergeant  of 
his  company  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  April,  1899.  On 
returning  home  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Kentland,  but 
in  1901  removed  to  Brookston,  where  for  three  and  a half  years  he  was 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Brookston. 

Mr.  Kassabaum  removed  to  Monticello  and  began  practice  as  a 
lawyer  January  1,  1905.  Politically  he  is  a stalwart  republican,  has 
supported  that  party  in  its  campaigns  since  he  reached  manhood,  and 
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has  firm  faith  in  the  grand  old  party  as  a party  of  achievement  which 
more  than  any  other  political  faction  has  caused  the  great  strides  in 
national  history  during  the  past  sixty  years.  Mr.  Kassabaum  is  a thirty- 
second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  also  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Kassabaum  was  married  January  7,  1914,  to  Miss  Maucie  Myers,  of 
Monticello.  They  have  one  daughter,  Isabel. 

Joseph  D.  McCann,  M.  D.  The  work  of  the  high-minded  and  pro- 
gressive modern  physician  is  not  confined  entirely  to  the  treatment  of 
individual  cases  or  the  needs  of  an  exclusively  private  practice,  but  in 
the  case  of  a man  like  Dr.  Joseph  D.  McCann  is  broadened  into  efforts 
affecting  the  vital  welfare  of  the  entire  community.  Doctor  McCann  at 
Monticello  is  not  only  a physician  who  has  enjoyed  a large  and  dis- 
tinctive practice  there  for  twenty-five  years  or  more,  but  has  also  taken 
the  lead  in  various  movements  for  sanitary  reform  and  civic  improvement. 

Joseph  D.  McCann  was  born  at  Newport,  Madison  County,  Ohio, 
August  15,  1858,  and  is  the  only  one  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters  still 
living  who  were  children  of  James  and  Margaret  (Packer)  McCann. 
His  father  was  a native  of  Virginia  and  his  mother  was  born  in  Alleghany 
City,  Pennsylvania.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  James  McCann 
married  Catherine  Eskridge,  and  one  of  her  children  is  still  living  in 
Ohio.  The  family  came  out  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in  1872,  and 
the  father  died  there  in  January  of  the  following  year. 

Dr.  Joseph  D.  McCann  passed  a considerable  part  of  his  youth  in 
ill  health,  but  in  spite  of  that  handicap  at  the  beginning  has  made  him- 
self useful  and  prominent  in  his  community.  As  a young  man  he  clerked 
in  general  stores  and  drug  stores,  and  in  1885  removed  to  Monticello 
and  took  up  the  reading  of  medicine  with  Doctor  Robison.  He  later 
entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  where  he  was 
graduated  M.  D.  in  June,  1888.  Returning  to  Monticello  he  became 
associated  in  practice  with  Doctor  Robison,  and  their  relationship  was 
continued  uninterrupted  until  Dctor  Robison  left  Monticello  at  the  close 
of  1914.  Doctor  McCann  now  looks  after  the  practice  by  himself. 

For  twenty  years  Doctor  McCann  has  served  as  surgeon  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  has  taken  the  lead  in  the  introduction  of 
several  important  improvements  in  Monticello.  After  three  petitions 
his  plans  for  a local  sewer  system  were  adopted.  He  was,  the  cause  of 
laying  the  first  paved  streets  of  the  town,  and  also  brought  about  the 
ordinance  which  abolished  for  sanitary  reasons  the  keeping  of  hogs  within 
the  town  limits.  Doctor  McCann  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  belong- 
ing to  the  Consistory  of  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  a Past  Grand  Patron  of 
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the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  president  of  the  Monticello  Library  Board,  is 
past  president  and  secretary  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  and 
a former  president  of  the  National  Eclectic  Society,  honors  which  well 
indicate  his  high  standing  in  the  profession.  He  is  also  a former  presi- 
dent and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons.  In 
politics  he  is  a democrat  of  the  Wilson  type. 

On  August  15,  1889,  Doctor  McCann  married  Elizabeth  Engle, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Gingrich)  Engle  of  Pennsylvania. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  McCann  lost  one  daughter  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 
They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  Mrs.  McCann  is 
prominent  in  foreign  missionary  work. 

Thomas  Bushnell  and  Willie  S.  Bushnell.  For  considerably 
more  than  half  a century  the  name  Bushnell  has  had  a place  in  the 
White  County  Bar.  Knowledge  and  ability  in  the  law  have  been 
combined  with  a successful  prosecution  of  business  affairs,  and  in  com- 
munity affairs  the  members  of  the  family  have  stood  for  those  principles 
that  are  most  enduring  and  beneficial. 

The  late  Thomas  Bushnell,  who  is  remembered  as  an  early  prominent 
lawyer  in  White  County,  was  a native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  the 
youngest  of  a large  family  of  children  born  to  Thomas  Hubbard  Bush- 
nell. The  Bushnell  family  has  been  in  America  since  early  colonial 
days,  having  come  from  England  on  board  the  ship  Speedwell  and 
locating  in  New  England  probably  in  Connecticut.  Thomas  Bushnell 
when  a boy  was  left  an  orphan,  and  early  in  life  went  out  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  where  he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade.  Subsequently  he 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  some  time  after  his  marriage,  in  1855,  came 
to  White  County,  Indiana.  For  several  years  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  in  the  old  cooperage  shop  on  the  Tippecanoe  River  in  Monticello. 
An  accident  while  in  that  shop  compelled  him  to  give  up  work  for  about 
a year  and  he  employed  his  leisure  thus  forced  upon  him  in  the  study 
of  law.  In  1858  Thomas  Bushnell  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1860 
he  was  honored  by  election  to  the  office  of  county  auditor,  and  by 
re-election  four  years  later  served  two  terms  of  eight  years.  Prior  to 
assuming  the  duties  of  a county  office  he  had  practiced  law,  and  subse- 
quently resumed  practice  and  was  active  both  in  the  profession  and 
business  affairs.  While  serving  as  county  auditor  Thomas  Bushnell 
became  interested  in  the  woolen  mills  at  Monticello,  and  was  not  only 
the  principal  owner  of  that  local  industry  but  directed  its  operations 
until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Thomas  Bushnell  married  Rebecca  Downs,  who  died  in  1860,  the 
mother  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  Bushnell 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


549 


after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  married  Susan  T.  Parker,  who  also 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  and  two  of  these  survive. 

Thomas  Bushnell  died  at  Monticello  November  5,  1875.  He  was 
a Methodist  in  church  affiliation,  a republican  in  politics,  and  was 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Few  of  his  contemporaries 
were  regarded  more  highly,  and  his  name  deserves  to  be  remembered 
in  White  County.  Intensely  loyal  to  his  country,  he  was  physically 
unable  to  share  its  peril  at  the  time  of  war,  but  his  purse  and  influence 
were  ever  ready  to  make  up  for  the  service  he  could  not  perform  as  a 
soldier  in  the  ranks.  His  influence  and  acts  were  also  on  the  side  of 
morality,  education  and  good  government. 

Willie  S.  Bushnell,  who  was  the  oldest  of  Thomas  Bushnell ’s  children 
by  the  first  marriage,  has  for  thirty-nine  years  been  a successful  prac- 
titioner of  law  at  Monticello.  He  was  born  at  Urbana,  Ohio,  September 
22,  1852,  and  since  infancy  has  lived  in  Monticello,  now  fully  sixty 
years.  As  a boy  he  was  a student  in  the  public  schools  and  in  1873 
was  graduated  from  the  old  Asbury  College  (now  DePauw  UniversitjO 
at  Greencastle,  Indiana,  with  the  degree  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years 
later  his  alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  Master  of  Arts. 
After  engaging  in  the  law  Mr.  Bushnell  built  up  a large  general  prac- 
tice, but  of  later  years  has  devoted  his  attention  chiefly  to  probate  prac- 
tice and  abstract  work.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  was  secretary  of 
the  Monticello  School  Board  and  served  one  term  as  prosecuting  attorney 
of  the  county. 

Mr.  Bushnell  is  affiliated  with  the  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  a republican  in  politics  and  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  and  his  wife  are  charter  members  of  Crystal 
Chapter,  No.  165,  O.  E.  S.  On  May  20,  1885,  he  married  Anna  B.  Coen. 
Their  four  children  are : Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rupert  B.  Redic,  a lawyer 
in  El  Paso,  Texas;  Thomas  M.,  who  married  Virginia  Brown,  and  is. 
now  connected  with  the  agricultural  department  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment,  his  chief  work  being  in  the  soil  survey ; Louise,  and  Ruth. 

As  an  expression  of  his  attitude  towards  life  and  as  illustrative  of 
a somewhat  facile  pen  which  he  wields,  in  common  with  many  other 
Indiana  men,  the  following  lines  written  by  Mr.  Bushnell  on  the  occasion 
of  his  sixty-second  birthday  should  be  published: 

I’m  three  score  years  and  twain 
And  feeling  somewhat  vain 
Because  my  brawn  and  brain 
So  long  withstand  life’s  strain. 
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For  this  is  longer  than 
The  common,  average  span 
Of  Life  that  Nature’s  plan 
Seems  to  accord  to  man. 

And  yet,  I hear  folks  say, 

There’s  sure  to  come  a day 
When,  though  I would,  I may 
Not  any  longer  stay, 

But  must,  well — pass  away. 

But  whither  I shall  go, 

There’s  no  one  seems  to  know, 

Or  even  care,  although 
But  few  admit  ’tis  so. 

This  is  the  common  lot 
Here  on  this  mundane  spot, 

We  are,  and  then  are  not, 

Our  very  names  forgot. 

This  common  lot  suits  me, 

I am  content  to  be 
Wrapped  in  equality 
With  all  humanity. 

William  Blickenstaff,  D.  D.  S.  In  the  profession  of  dentistry 
Doctor  Blickenstaff  is  one  of  the  leading  representatives  in  White  County 
and  began  his  practice  at  Monticello  several  years  ago  with  a thorough 
training  and  with  practical  experience  gained  in  other  localities. 

Dr.  William  Blickenstaff  was  born  in  La  Place,  Illinois,  February, 
5,  1874,  a son  of  David  D.  and  Hannah  H.  (Wagner)  Blickenstaff.  The 
family  on  both  sides  are  of  German  origin.  In  1902  the  parents  removed 
to  White  County  and  located  on  a farm  near  Idaville,  where  the  mother 
died  in  1911.  David  Blickenstaff  is  now  a resident  of  California,  after 
having  followed  farming  and  stock  raising  for  many  years. 

William  Blickenstaff  was  one  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  took  up  the  study  of  dentistry. 
He  attended  the  Indiana  Dental  College  at  Indianapolis,  and  in  1900 
was  graduated  D.  D.  S.  His  first  place  of  practice  was  at  Osage,  Iowa, 
and  two  years  later  he  removed  to  Monticello,  Indiana,  and  now  has 
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a liberal  patronage.  He  is  a member  of  the  Indiana  State  Dental  Asso- 
ciation and  the  American  Dental  Association. 

He  belongs  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Pike  Creek,  and  in 
politics  is  a republican.  On  April  15,  1900,  Doctor  Blickenstaff  married 
Miss  Ada  A.  Snyder,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Hannah  (Rex)  Snyder  of 
Pennsylvania.  Of  their  three  children  one  died  in  infancy,  while  Jose- 
phine Hannah  was  born  June  3,  1906,  and  Pauline  Ruth  was  born 
March  10,  1912.  Mrs.  Blickenstaff  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Frank  Arthur  Ewing.  The  real  estate  and  insurance  interests 
of  White  County  are  being  well  represented  at  Monticello  by  Frank  A. 
Ewing,  who,  although  comparatively  a newcomer  to  the  county  seat, 
has  already  attained  a recognized  position  among  the  substantial  busi- 
ness men  of  this  thriving  and  progressive  community.  Mr.  Ewing  is 
a man  of  broad  and  varied  experience,  his  activities,  in  addition  to 
his  present  enterprise,  having  included  school  teaching  and  mercantile 
operations,  and  since  coming  to  Monticello  he  has  contributed  materially 
to  the  business  interests  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Ewing  was  born  near  Sidney,  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  December 
25,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Hidassah  J.  (Glasgow)  Ewing. 
His  parents,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ohio  and  are  buried  at 
Sidney,  had  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  survive.  The  publiic 
schools  of  Sidney  furnished  Mr.  Ewing  with  his  education,  and  as  a 
young  man  he  entered  upon  his  career  as  a teacher  in  the  country 
schools.  His  advent  in  White  County  occurred  October  9,  1884,  when 
he  located  at  Buffalo  and  became  the  proprietor  of  a general  store,  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Cyrus  F.  Neel.  When  this  association  was  mutually 
dissolved,  Mr.  Ewing  took  charge  of  the  business,  which  he  conducted 
alone  for  some  years,  but  finally  exchanged  his  stock  and  good  will  for 
a tract  of  land  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Ewing 
came  to  Monticello  in  October,  1911,  and  this  city  has  continued  to  be 
his  home  to  the  present  time.  Here  he  has  been  successful  in  building 
up  an  excellent  realty  business,  operating  all  over  this,  part  of  the  state, 
and  also  has  sold  a great  deal  of  insurance.  As  before  stated,  his  stand- 
ing in  business  circles  is  high,  his  dealings  have  been  of  a nature  to 
inspire  confidence  in  those  who  have  been  associated  with  him. 

Mr.  Ewing  was  married  May  8,  1888,  to  Miss  Addie  L.  Holmes,  w7ho 
was  for  several  years  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  White  County. 
She  is  a daughter  of  the  late  Job  and  Elmira  J.  (Jenkins)  Holmes, 
pioneers  of  White  County,  who  came  here  at  an  early  date  and  for 
many  years  were  engaged  in  farming  in  Union  Township.  They  are 
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both  buried  at  Monticello.  1 There  were  six  children  in  their  family, 
of  whom  five  are  still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewing  there  has  come 
one  son:  Ward  Holmes,  who  was  born  October  16,  1895,  and  who  has 
finished  the  eighth  grade  of  school.  Mrs.  Ewing  is  affiliated  fraternally 
with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  also  the  Maccabees  and  Royal 
Neighbors  of  Monticello,  Indiana,  while  Mr.  Ewing  holds  membership 
in  Temperance  Lodge,  No.  73,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Sidney,  Ohio.  A 
republican  of  progressive  tendencies,  he  has  taken  a keen  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  while  a resident  of  Liberty  Township,  White  County, 
served  five  years  in  the  capacity  of  assessor  of  his  township.  At  Monti- 
cello he  has  allied  himself  with  every  movement  which  has  promised  to 
better  the  interests  of  the  community  or  the  people. 

Edward  R.  Gardner.  The  career  of  Edward  R.  Gardner  of  Monti- 
cello, who  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  in  that  community,  is  a 
competent  illustration  of  the  fact  that  enterprise  and  ability  are  much 
more  desirable  qualities  than  capital  in  a business  career.  Mr.  Gardner 
learned  a trade  and  when  he  started  independently  in  business  had 
only  a handful  of  dollars,  but  has  now  for  many  years  been  head  of  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  hardware  houses  in  White  County. 

Edward  R.  Gardner  was  born  November  11,  1856,  and  in  1860 
removed  with  his  parents,  John  P.  and  Martha  Ellen  (Higgins)  Gardner, 
to  White  County.  There  were  nine  children  in  the  family.  The  parents 
were  from  Virginia,  and  John  P.  Gardner  was  a miller  by  occupation 
and  for  a time  operated  the  old  mill  on  the  Tippecanoe  River  at  Monti- 
cello. Edward  R.  Gardner  was  four  years  old  when  brought  to  Monti- 
cello, and  has  never  lived  anywhere  else  since  that  time.  His  boyhood 
days  for  the  most  part  were  spent  in  working  at  odd  jobs  and  also 
as  an  employe  of  the  old  woolen  mill.  His  father  dying  when  he  was 
yet  a boy,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  get  into  the  serious  work  of 
life  in  order  to  make  a living.  In  a limited  way  he  attended  the  city 
schools.  When  about  seventeen  he  began  learning  the  tinsmith’s  trade 
from  John  Bennett,  and  after  about  a year  transferred  his  services  to 
Charles  Weber.  After  that  he  was  employed  by  Frank  Large  in  making 
tin  buckets,  and  when  the  demand  for  those  utensils  reached  almost  the 
height  of  a craze  the  price  for  three  buckets  was  $1.  Subsequently 
he  worked  for  Josiah  Purcell  and  his  father  who  had  succeeded 
Mr.  Large  in  business. 

With  John  Biederwolf  as  a partner  Mr.  Gardner  then  bought  out 
the  Purcells  and  later  Mr.  Weber,  and  thus  established  the  firm  of 
Gardner  & Biederwolf.  They  continued  for  about  two  years  in  the  stove 
and  tinware  business,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Gardner  became  sole 
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proprietor  and  has  since  continued  along  the  same  line,  but  with  expansion 
to  include  a general  line  of  hardware.  The  fitm  of  Gardner  & Bieder- 
wolf  began  on  practically  nothing,  since  their  combined  resources  did 
not  exceed  $50.  When  Mr.  Gardner  bought  out  his  partner  he  paid 
him  only  $500  for  his  interest. 

Mr.  Gardner  is  a democrat,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  107,  of  Monticello,  Indiana,  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall  Lodge,  No.  73.  He  was  a member  of  the  first 
city  council  of  Monticello.  His  wife  is  a Methodist.  On  May  13,  1880, 
Mr.  Gardner  married  Miss  Maggie  Cullen.  Their  four  sons  are : Joseph 
Russell,  Everett  Linn,  Herbert  Allen  and  Edward  Randolph.  One 
daughter,  Mildred  Agatha,  died  when  three  years  old. 

Charles  AY.  Davis.  One  of  the  older  residents  and  active  business 
men  of  Monticello  is  Charles  W.  Davis,  who  grew  up  in  that  town, 
and  while  following  his  trade  or  conducting  a successful  business  as 
grocer  has  also  manifested  those  traits  of  good  citizenship  which  make 
any  man  an  influential  factor  in  social  affairs  and  the  civic  life  of  a 
county.  He  is  a man  of  the  finest  business  probity,  regarded  among  his 
associates  as  the  soul  of  honor,  and  his  large  business  is  but  a reflection 
of  his  individual  character. 

Charles  W.  Davis  was  born  in  Delphi,  Indiana,  November  3,  1868,  a 
.son  of  Charles  C.  and  Carrie  C.  (Ruffing)  Davis.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  mother  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  she  hav- 
ing been  born  on  shipboard  while  her  parents  were  coming  from  Ger- 
many to  America.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  Charles  C.  Davis  had 
an  exceptional  record  as  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served 
four  years  and  three  months.  He  was  first  with  a company  in  the 
Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  later  in  the  Infantry  branch.  He  fought 
in  many  battles,  and  was  twice  made  a prisoner  of  war.  After  his  first 
capture  he  was  incarcerated  in  Andersonville  Prison,  and  while  being 
transferred  to  Belle  Isle  made  his  escape  by  cutting  through  a box  car. 
He  was  at  liberty  only  a short  time  until  recaptured,  and  was  exchanged 
and  returned  to  the  Union  lines  a little  while  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  A painter  by  trade,  he  followed  that  occupation  for  many  years 
and  is  well  remembered  for  his  skill  in  painting  and  decorating  at 
Monticello.  His  death  occurred  March  17,  1885,  while  his  wife  survived 
until  June  2,  1910.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  and  the 
daughter  Fay  is  the  wife  of  Elvin  Hoshour  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  AY.  Davis  was  two  years  old  when  brought  to  Monticello  in 
1870.  He  grew  up  in  that  city,  attended  the  country  schools,  and  as  a 
young  man  learned  the  trade  followed  by  his  father.  At  the  age  of 
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fourteen  he  was  earning  journeyman’s  wages.  His  trade  has  been  the 
foundation  of  his  business  career  and  he  followed  it  even  for  two  years 
while  a merchant.  Mr.  Davis  established  a grocery  business  at  Monti- 
cello  in  1898,  and  has  continued  it  with  growing  proportions  and  with 
a widening  circle  of  trade  down  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Davis  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  a member  of  the  first 
city  council  after  Monticello  was  incorporated  under  city  government. 
He  is  a republican  in  politics,  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  107,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall,  No.  73, 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  No.  1690,  of  which  he  is  record- 
ing secretary.  On  November  6,  1889,  he  married  Ida  M.  Price,  daughter 
of  Joseph  S.  Price,  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Agnes  M.  and  Ralph  W. 

James  C.  Jones.  By  more  than  forty  years  of  residence  James  C. 
Jones  claims  White  County  as  his  home  and  the  chief  center  of  his 
achievements  in  life.  While  farming  has  constituted  the  basis  of  his 
work  and  prosperity,  Mr.  Jones  is  also  widely  known  over  the  county 
through  his  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  especially  because  of  his 
efficient  record  in  the  country  treasurer’s  office.  Mr.  Jones  now  resides 
at  Monticello,  but  still  owns  a farm  out  in  West  Point  Township. 

James  C.  Jones  was  born  in  Big  Rock  Township,  Kane  County, 
Illinois,  October  14,  1848.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Anna  (Evans) 
Jones,  were  both  natives  of  Wales,  where  they  were  married.  Later  they 
came  to  America,  went  onto  a farm  in  Illinois,  and  both  spent  their  last 
years  in  Kane  County. 

James  C.  Jones  grew  up  on  the  old  farm  in  Kane  County,  and  had  the 
usual  training  of  an  Illinois  farmer  boy.  He  attended  the  neighbor- 
hood school  and  developed  both  mind  and  body  by  exercise  in  the  fields 
and  in  such  duties  as  were  required  of  him  around  the  home. 

When  Mr.  Jones  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty- two  he  left  home  and 
began  on  his  own  responsibilities.  The  two  years  following  his  marriage 
were  spent  in  farming  in  Illinois,  but  in  1872  he  removed  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  and  in  this  section  has  worked  out  his  career.  His  home 
was  four  and  one-half  miles  south,  near  Wolcott,  and  his  farm  in  West 
Point  Township,  and  he  continued  the  active  supervision  of  his  rural 
interests  and  his  residence  there  until  1895.  Mr.  Jones  still  owns  the 
old  farm,  comprising  140  acres.  His  interest  in  public  affairs  has  made 
him  well  known  and  he  has  frequently  assisted  in  the  local  campaigns 
of  the  republican  party.  For  four  years  he  served  as  trustee  of  West 
Point  Township,  and  in  1894  was  honored  with  his  first  election  to  the 
office  of  county  treasurer,  in  performing  the  duties  of  which  he  subse- 
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quently  removed  to  Monticello,  and  has  had  his  residence  in  that  city 
for  the  past  twenty  years.  Mr.  Jones  was  re-elected  county  treasurer 
and  served  a few  months  longer  than  four  years. 

On  February  26,  1870,  Mr.  Jones  married  Eleanor  Mary  Pugh, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Margaret  Pugh.  To  their  marriage  have 
been  born  two  children,  Margaret  Anna,  who  married  John  R.  Nelson, 
and  they  now  occupy  and  manage  the  home  farm  of  Mr.  Jones;  and 
Albert  R.,  a merchant  at  Wolcott. 

i 

Albert  Perry  Gladden.  Any  consideration  of  early  families  in 
White  County  must  give  mention  to  the  Gladdens,  whose  home  has  been 
in  this  locality  upwards  of  seventy  years.  The  Gladden  homestead  out 
in  Union  Township  is  a place  which  represents  the  diligent  and  enter- 
prising efforts  of  its  owners  for  more  than  half  a century,  and  besides 
this  contribution  to  the  material  development  of  the  county  their  name 
has  also  been  associated  with  worthy  efforts  and  influence  as  citizens 
and  neighbors.  The  family  was  founded  in  White  County  by  the  late 
Joseph  Gladden,  who  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  November  3, 
1821,  and  died  at  the  Gladden  homestead  in  White  County  June  16,  1863. 
He  was  married  November  13,  1845,  to  Mary  Catherine  Glise  in  Tippe- 
canoe County.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  them  all  died  in  infancy 
except  three,  Albert  Perry,  Mary  Jane,  and  Horace,  and  the  last  two 
are  also  deceased.  The  family  first  moved  to  White  County  in  1846, 
settling  on  the  old  Milt  Reynolds  farm,  their  first  home  being  a log 
cabin.  After  the  death  of  the  wife’s  mother  they  went  back  to  Tippe- 
canoe County  for  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  White  County  and 
located  the  Gladden  homestead,  which  is  still  in  the  family  name.  Joseph 
Gladden  was  a republican  in  politics  after  the  formation  of  that  party, 
and  though  never  holding  office  was  much  interested  in  local  affairs. 
He  was  successful  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  left  the  heritage 
of  a good  name  to  his  descendants.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  She  died  May  23,  1906,  and  both  parents,  now  rest 
with  their  children  in  the  Monticello  cemetery.  Albert  Perry  Gladden, 
who  now  carries  the  responsibilities  of  the  family  name  in  White  County, 
was  born  September  10,  1849.  He  grew  up  on  the  Gladden  homestead, 
with  an  education  from  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  the 
death  of  his  father  threw  upon  him  as  the  only  son  the  chief  responsi- 
bilities of  the  farm  management.  With  this  early  introduction  into 
practical  life,  he  proved  himself  capable  and  self-reliant,  and  was  a sub- 
stantial farmer  and  stock  raiser  by  the  time  he  reached  his  majority. 
Mr.  Gladden  now  owns  a fine  and  well  improved  farm  of  190  acres,  160 
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acres  of  which  were  in  the  old  Gladden  farm.  He  has  it  all  under  culti- 
vation and  has  erected  all  the  buildings  except  a portion  of  the  residence. 

On  February  14,  1873,  Mr.  Gladden  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Barnes, 
daughter  of  John  T.  and  Sarah  C.  (Shaver)  Barnes,  both  now  deceased. 
Her  father  was  brought  to  White  County  as  a boy  about  1833,  and  the 
family  was  one  of  the  first  to  invade  the  wilderness  and  establish  homes 
here.  Mrs.  Gladden  died  November  20,  1873,  at  the  birth  of  her  only 
child,  Elizabeth,  who  survived  her  mother  until  June  29,  1889.  Both 
mother  and  daughter  are  at  rest  in  Monticello.  Mr.  Gladden  is  a pro- 
gressive in  politics,  and  has  positive  ideas  as  to  governmental  affairs. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  chapter  of  the  Masonic  order  in  Monticello. 

Max  Goodman.  The  modern  merchant  is  a man  who  knows  what 
the  people  want  and  supplies  the  best  facilities  for  meeting  those 
wants.  Such  a business  man  performs  a real  service  to  the  community, 
and  if  he  is  successful  it  is  only  because  he  gives  the  people  a superior 
class  of  merchandise  and  acts  on  the  solid  commercial  principle  that 
real  success  is  only  a return  for  an  adequate  service.  Representing 
this  class  of  merchants,  and  the  leading  business  man  in  his  line  in 
White  County  is  Max  Goodman.  When  it  is  considered  that  Mr. 
Goodman  is  of  foreign  nativity,  and  on  coming  to  this  country  in  1869 
was  unacquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  America,  he  deserves 
commendation  for  the  success  he  has  made  under  such  adverse  con- 
ditions. Along  with  success  in  his  private  business  venture  he  has 
combined  a splendid  public  spirit  which  has  made  him  a factor  in  much 
of  the  civic  improvement  and  municipal  betterment  in  his  home  city, 
where  he  is  looked  upon  as  a man  of  the  finest  character  and  most 
useful  influence.  His  citizenship  is  of  that  robust  type  that  has  led 
him  liberally  to  contribute  from  his  means  to  the  support  of  worthy 
public  benefactions.  In  this  regard  he  deserves  greater  consideration 
than  a few  who,  although  native  born,  think  more  of  the  dollar  than 
the  land  which  is  called  home. 

Max  Goodman  was  born  in  Russia  October  14,  1849,  and  came  to 
America  when  twenty  years  of  age.  While  at  Detroit  in  1871  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Marks,  and  from  Garrett,  Indiana,  came  to  Monticello  in 
1878.  Here  in  a small  way,  he  invested  such  capital  as  he  had  at  the 
time  in  a modest  stock  of  goods  and  started  to  build  up  a trade  on  the 
basis  of  the  square  deal.  His  store  was  located  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  main  business  section  of  the  town.  Several  years  later,  in  1881, 
Mr.  Goodman  removed  to  Chariton,  Iowa,  but  in  1884  returned  to 
Monticello,  and  for  more  than  thirty  consecutive  years  this  city  has 
been  his  home  and  in  that  time  he  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  a busi- 
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ness  which  is  second  to  none  in  White  County  and  one  of  the  largest  of 
its  kind  in  this  part  of  Indiana.  The  history  of  his  store  is  one  of  steady 
progress  and  with  the  reputation  for  reliability  that  has  won  for  him 
the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Goodman  conducts  the  largest 
department  store  in  Monticello,  and  associated  with  him  in  its  success  is 
his  son  Bernard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodman  are  the  parents  of  one  son 
and  three  daughters. 

Charles  Tevis.  What  a man  may  accomplish  by  his  own  unaided 
efforts  is  well  illustrated  in  the  career  of  Charles  Tevis,  the  owner  of 
a well  improved  and  valuable  farm  in  Union  Township.  Mr.  Tevis  was 
not  born  with  a silver  spoon  in  his  mouth,  being  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  attended  school  only  during  brief  intervals  of  his  boyhood  and 
since  the  age  of  thirteen  has  been  paying  his  own  way.  Besides  his 
material  accumulations,  he  enjoys  a distinctive  place  in  his  community, 
and  has  been  honored  with  public  office. 

Charles  Tevis  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Indiana,  February  9,  1869, 
a son  of  John  Tevis.  His  father  was  formerly  a slave  owner  and  planter 
in  Kentucky,  was  connected  in  some  way  with  the  Confederate  army 
under  General  Morgan,  and  as  a result  of  the  troubles  incident  to  the 
Civil  war  was  obliged  to  leave  Kentucky,  sacrificing  practically  all  his 
possessions,  and  in  1865  settled  in  Putnam  County,  Indiana,  where  he 
began  life  over  again.  He  was  employed  by  others,  finally  acquired  a 
little  stock  of  his  own,  and  took  up  farming  on  shares.  That  was  his 
method  of  life  until  his  death  in  1877. 

Charles  Tevis  was  seven  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  was 
then  reared  in  the  home  of  a widow,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Case,  for  five  years. 
During  this  time  such  education  as  he  received  was  acquired,  consisting 
of  only  a fewT  months  each  year  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  became  a farm  hand,  was  at  work  in  Hendricks  County  two 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Benton  County,  Indiana,  on  the  Illinois  line, 
and  worked  there  for  five  years.  In  1891  Mr.  Tevis  came  to  White 
County,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Col.  H.  W.  Snow,  who  was  the 
owner  of  about  1,000  acres  of  land  in  this  county.  Mr.  Tevis  and  his 
two  brothers,  William  and  Marion,  put  in  the  tiling  and  did  all  the 
ditching  on  Mr.  Snow’s  estate  and  continued  with  that  landowner  ten 
years.  He  then  bought  his  present  farm,  which  includes  113  acres. 
Only  thirty-five  acres  were  under  cultivation  when  he  bought,  and  he 
now  has  double  that  area  and  has  improved  it  in  many  other  ways. 

Mr.  Tevis  married  Mary  Harlacker,  a daughter  of  Charles  and 
Emma  (Giltner)  Harlacker.  Her  father  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Tevis  was 
born  June  27,  1870,  in  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  where  her  father  was 
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a harness  maker.  She  was  the  third  in  a family  of  four  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tevis  have  two  children  of  their  own.  Robert,  born 
September  26,  1908;  and  Ruth,  born  July  13,  1913.  They  both  were 
born  on  the  Tevis  home  in  Union  Township. 

At  the  present  writing  Mr.  Tevis  is  serving  on  the  township  advisory 
board.  He  is  a democrat,  and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  party 
affairs.  His  present  possessions  represent  hard  work  covering  a period 
of  many  years,  and  the  capable  and  thrifty  management  of  himself 
and  wife.  He  never  inherited  anything,  and  few  men  in  White  County 
have  better  utilized  their  opportunities.  The  buildings  on  his  farm 
show  the  result  of  his  thrifty  management,  and  the  farm  compares 
favorably  with  many  of  the  larger  estates  in  Union  Township. 

Dennis  P.  Teeter.  Among  the  men  of  White  County,  Indiana,  who 
have  attained  prominence  in  fields  of  active  usefulness,  is  found  D.  P. 
Teeter,  the  owner  of  a valuable  farming  property  in  Union  Township, 
and  a citizen  whose  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  his  community  has 
never  been  doubted.  Mr.  Teeter  is  a native  of  the  Hoosier  state  and 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  January  18,  1856,  a son  of  William  J. 
and  Martha  A.  (Quick)  Teeter. 

Robert  Teeter,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  D.  P.  Teeter,  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Montgomery  County,  and  long  held  a prominent 
position  in  its  agricultural,  political  and  religious  life.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a valuable  farming  property  in  early  times  and  his  business 
ability  led  him  into  other  fields  of  endeavor.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Quick,  was  the  proprietor  of  sawmills  and  brickyards  and  had  other 
interests  as  well.  He  was  public  spirited  in  a large  degree,  sought  in 
every  way  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  community  along  religious  and 
educational  lines,  and  was  the  builder  of  a church  which  he  gave  to 
the  people,  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  founders  of  Merom  College,  at 
Merom,  Indiana,  His  entire  life  was  passed  in  that  community,  and 
there  he  died,  being  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  church  which  he  had 
founded.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  the  grandmother 
of  D.  P.  Teeter. 

William  J.  Teeter  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Indiana,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  As  a youth  he  adopted 
the  vocation  of  farming  as  his  life  work,  and  continued  to  engage 
therein  in  Montgomery  County  until  about  the  year  1860,  when  he 
came  to  White  County.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a short  time, 
but  the  Civil  war  soon  drew  him  into  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army, 
he  enlisting  in  Company  G,  Sixty-third  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  his  first  term  of  enlistment, 
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he  veteranized,  and  continued  to  faithfully  serve  his  command  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Company  G-  was  recruited  by  Captain  Hollaway, 
who,  however,  did  not  serve  in  that  capacity  at  the  front.  Mr.  Teeter 
saw  much  hard  service,  and  at  all  times  proved  himself  a brave,  faithful 
and  capable  soldier,  winning  his  comrades’  admiration  and  his  officers’ 
respect.  After  his  second  enlistment  he  was  wounded  in  an  engage- 
ment at  Resaca,  Georgia,  and  this,  combined  with  sickness,  sent  him 
to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  still  confined  when  peace  was  declared. 

During  the  time  that  he  was  at  the  front,  Mr.  Teeter’s  family  had 
remained  on  the  farm,  to  which  he  returned  after  receiving  his  honor- 
able discharge.  He  was,  however,  still  too  feeble  to  engage  in  the 
hard  work  of  making  a farm,  and  he  therefore  accepted  the  agency  for 
a sewing  machine  company,  in  the  interests  of  which  he  traveled  until 
his  health  was  entirely  recovered.  He  then  returned  to  his  property 
and  again  took  up  his  abode  in  the  little  log  cabin  that  represented 
the  family  home,  but  as  soon  as,  he  was  able  this  was  replaced  by  a 
more  commodious  residence,  and  as  the  years  passed  other  buildings 
of  more  modern  character  were  erected.  When  he  returned  from  the 
army  Mr.  Teeter  was  practically  destitute,  but  was  still  possessed  of  his 
ambition  and  courage,  and  with  these  he  worked  out  his  success.  He 
became  the  owner  of  a handsome  and  valuable  property  of  240  acres, 
on  which  he  resided  and  carried  on  operations  until  the  time  of  his 
retirement,  when  he  sold  out  to  liis  son,  D.  P.,  and  went  to  live  at 
Canton,  Mississippi,  where  he  now  resides  in  comfortable  old  age, 
having  reached  his  eightieth  year,  while  Mr.  Teeter,  who  also  survives, 
is  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  They  were  formerly  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Abbie  Layman,  is  making 
her  home  with  them  and  caring  for  their  needs.  The  children  born 
to  William  J.  and  Martha  A.  (Quick)  Teeter  were  as  follows:  Abigail  J., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Layman;  Margaret  A.,  who  married 
John  H.  Baker;  George  N.,  who  married  Eva  Hart,  and  after  her  death 
married  twice,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children;  D.  P.,  of  this  notice, 
and  John  F.,  who  married  Clara  Hann  and  has  six  living  children. 
The  foregoing  children  were  all  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Indiana, 
with  the  exception  of  John  F.,fthe  youngest,  who  was  born  in  White 
County.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  D.  P.  Teeter  was  Edwin  Quick, 
who  was  married  three  times,  the  first  wife  being  the  grandmother 
of  Mr.  Teeter.  • 

D.  P.  Teeter  was  about  four  years  of  age  when  the  family  came 
to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  here  he  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Cass  Towmship.  As  a youth  he  engaged  in  school 
teaching  during  the  winter  terms  and  farming  in  the  summer  months 
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and  thus  earned  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  take  a course  in  the 
normal  school,  following  which  he  taught  two  terms  in  Liberty  Township 
and  one  year  in  Cass  County,  Indiana.  However,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  he  gave  up  school  teaching  to  establish  a home  of  his 
own,  and  at  that  time  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Reid,  daughter  of 
Charles  Reid,  Sr.,  and  Susanna  (Glaze)  Reid,  who  had  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  Mrs.  Teeter  being  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  Charles 
Reid  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  and  as  a young  man  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  located  at  or  near  Fremont,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  married.  He  was  one  of  the  first  six  settlers,  of  Cass  Township, 
White  County,  where  he  erected  a small  log  cabin,  which  was  later 
replaced  by  a larger  log  cabin,  in  which  Mrs.  Teeter  was  born.  The 
parents  continued  to  reside  on  this  property  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  and  there  passed  away,  the  mother  dying  first.  Both  were 
devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  Mr.  Reid  was  a democrat 
in  his  political  views. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  D.  P.  Teeter  located  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  rented  for  the  first  four  years  and  then  purchased. 
This  was  a tract  of  240  acres,  lying-in  Cass  Township,  and  on  it  he 
resided  until  1892,  making  numerous  improvements  and  meeting  with 
good  success  in  his  crops.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  disposed  of 
the  homestead,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  from  ex-Sen.  David 
Turpie,  a property  at  that  time  consisting  of  141  acres,  of  which, 
however,  Mr.  Teeter  has  since  sold  17  acres.  Mr.  Teeter  has  made 
numerous  improvements  on  his  property,  and  has  an  excellent  set  of 
buildings,  the  home  being  constructed  entirely  of  cement.  He  has 
made  a decided  success  of  his  business  affairs  and  is  considered  in  the 
community  as  a thoroughly  reliable  and  dependable  man. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Teeter  became  the  father  of  the  following 
children:  Earl  E.,  born  May  6,  1883;  Marcus  E.,  born  November  19, 
1885,  who  was  married  June  26,  1914,  to  Bernice  Ruble,  and  has  a little 
son  born  May  25,  1915,  named  Marcus,  Jr. ; Arthur  Lewis,  born  October 
29,  1887,  who  was  married  in  June,  1913,  to  Belva  Stone ; Guilford  H., 
born  September  13,  1889,  who  married  Mary  Fowler,  and  has  one  child, 
Cline  Fowler ; Charles  W.,  born  July  5,  1890,  who  married  Maude  Scott, 
a daughter  of  William  N.  Scott;  and  Essie  V.,  born  August  4,  1891,  who 
is  single  and  resides  with  her  father.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
December  26,  1896,  and  December  16,  1897,  Mr.  Teeter  was  married  to 
Mattie  0.  Massey,  daughter  of  Calvin  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Gilliam) 
Massey,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Grant  County,  Indiana.  Later  they 
located  in  Cass  Township,  White  County,  where  they  passed  their  lives 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  the  mother  dying  about  eight  months  before 
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the  father.  He  was  a gospel  worker,  a pious  and  zealous  man,  and  a 
republican  in  his  political  views.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teeter  there  have 
been  born  five  children:  Mary  G.,  born  June  7,  1899;  a son  that  died 
at  birth;  Russell  W.,  born  August  25,  1905;  Leonard  R.,  born  March  17, 
1908 ; and  Stanley  J.,  born  September  6,  1911.  All  the  Teeter  children 
have  been  born  in  White  County,  Indiana,  and  their  father  being  a 
friend  of  and  believer  in  education,  they  have  received  the  best  of 
advantages  in  this  direction,  all  that  are  old  enough  having  received 
high  school  instruction. 

Mr.  Teeter  is  a republican  in  his  political  views  and  on  various 
occasions  has  been  called  upon  to  represent  his  party  as  a nominee  for 
office,  and  on  three  campaigns  has  met  with  defeat  by  three  votes.  He 
has  also  taken  the  United  States  census  in  his  locality  three  times.  He 
and  the  members  of  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Teeter  has  many  friends  who  respect  him  for  his 
genuine  worth,  and  his  standing  in  his  community  is  evidenced  by  the 
general  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

Carl  Jenning.  Whatever  success  he  has  achieved  in  life — and 
it  is  considerable — is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well  directed  efforts.  In 
his  boyhood  he  was  thrown  largely  upon  his  own  resources,  and  with 
but  few  advantages,  and  by  resolute  purpose,  indefatigable  industry 
and  the  application  of  sound  judgment  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward  to  a position  of  independence.  The  monument  to  his  labors  is 
his  fine  farm  in  Union  Township,  White  County,  where  he  has  140 
acres  of  fertile  land,  which  yields  to  its  owner  a golden  return  for  the 
labor  and  care  he  bestows  upon  it. 

Carl  Jenning  was  born  on  a farm  at  Marion  County,  Illinois,  March 
26,  1875,  and  is  a son  of  Fred  Jenning,  but  his  mother’s  name  he  does 
not  remember,  as  she  died  when  he  was  but  six  months  of  age.  His 
parents  were  born  in  Germany  and  there  married,  and  shortly  there- 
after started  for  the  United  States  in  a sailing  vessel,  which  met  bad 
weather  in  the  crossing  and  several  times  was  on  the  verge  of  sinking. 
After  reaching  this  country  the  parents  went  to  Chicago,  and  not  long 
thereafter  the  great  conflagration  that  swept  that  city  carried  away 
all  Mr.  Jenning ’s  possessions  and  he  was  obliged  to  start  life  anew.  He 
accordingly  took  his  little  family  to  Marion  County,  Illinois,  where  he 
secured  forty  acres  of  land,  covered  with  timber,  on  which  there  had 
been  no  improvements  made.  Wild  game  was  plentiful,  and  the  family 
larder  was  assisted  greatly  by  the  game  that  the  father  brought  down 
with  his  rifle.  On  his  new  farm  Mr.  Jenning  erected  a small  log  cabin, 
and  it  was  in  this  primitive  structure  that  Carl,  the  youngest  of  his 
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five  children,  was  born.  There  Fred  Jenning  continued  to  reside  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
and  passed  away  June  15,  1914. 

Mr.  Jenning  has  two  half  brothers,  Fred  and  Rudolph  Jenning, 
residents  of  Kankakee,  Illinois,  and  four  sisters:  Anna,  wife  of  Frank 
Walkman;  Minnie,  wife  of  Fred  Geninson,  of  Chicago;  Bertha,  wife 
of  Louis  Condt,  of  Maywood,  Illinois;  Dora,  widow  of  Mr.  Welsh,  and 
resides  in  Illinois,  about  forty  miles  from  Chicago. 

At  the  time  of  his  mother’s  death,  Carl  Jenning  was  placed  in  the 
home  of  a neighboring  farmer  to  rear,  but  when  he  was  about  two 
years  old  his  father  again  married  and  he  returned  to  his  home*  He 
received  but  few  educational  advantages,  attending  school  about  four 
months  of  the  year  in  the  country  districts,  and  when  still  a youth 
began  his  career  as  a hand  on  the  farms  of  the  neighboring  agricul- 
turists. When  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  decided  to  found 
a home  of  his  own,  and  February  15,  1898,  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie 
Dittmann,  who  was  born  April  20,  1879,  in  White  County,  Indiana,  a 
daughter  of  William  Dittmann,  who  came  from  the  same  part  of  Ger- 
many in  which  Mr.  Jenning ’s  parents  were  born.  Mr.  Dittmann  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  White  County,  and  here  passed  his  life,  dying 
June  10,  1908,  while  Mrs.  Dittmann  still  survives,  and  makes  her  home 
among  her  children,  of  whom  there  are  five,  one  having  died. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Jenning  located  on  a rented  property,  and 
continued  to  cultivate  that  tract  until  1912,  when  he  secured  his.  present 
farm,  a tract  of  140  acres,  on  which  he  has  done  a great  deal  of  tiling, 
ditching  and  fencing,  as  well  as  having  cleared  up  much  of  the  timber 
and  erected  a number  of  buildings.  With  the  assistance  of  his  faithful 
wife  he  has  made  a success  of  his  operations,  and  feels  very  kindly 
toward  the  state  of  his  adoption,  which  he  feels  has  treated  him  very 
well.  His  first  load  of  oats  here  brought  him  only  $10,-  but  since  that 
time  he  has  seen  a gradual  increase  in  the  value  of  grain  and  live  stock, 
and  through  native  business  ability  has  been  able  to  secure  top-notch 
prices  for  his  products. 

Although  he  was  reared  in  a republican  home,  Mr.  Jenning  has  been 
a supporter  of  democratic  principles.  He  has  not,  however,  been  an 
office  seeker  as  he  has  preferred  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  farm, 
and  has  confined  his  activities  in  public  life  to  a participation  in  those 
movements  which  have  promised  the  betterment  of  his  community.  With 
his  family,  he  is  identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jenning  have  three  children:  Walter,  born  July  11,  1901,  in  White 
County;  Carl,  Jr.,  born  May  27,  1905,  in  Carroll  County,  and  Martha, 
born  October  27,  1906,  in  White  County. 
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Henry  Dittmann.  One  of  the  younger  native  sons  of  White 
County,  Henry  Dittman,  is  a representative  of  that  substantial  German- 
American  stock  that  has  taken  such  a prominent  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  many  farming  sections  in  Northern  Indiana.  Henry  Dittmann 
has  relied  on  his  own  intelligence  and  industry  to  make  himself  prosper- 
ous in  the  world,  and  his  success  is  well  represented  in  a good  farm 
estate  in  Union  Township,  which  he  bought  from  the  proceeds  of  his 
work  for  others,  has  improved,  and  now  has  an  excellent  home  for 
himself  and  wife  and  as  a place  to  rear  his  children  to  lives  of  usefulness 
and  honor. 

Henry  Dittmann  was  born  in  White  County  January  29,  1882,  a son 
of  William  and  Sophia  (Brand)  Dittmann,  the  father  a native  of  Ger- 
many coming  to  this  country  in  1875.  William  Dittmann  was  likewise 
dependent  on  his  own  efforts,  and  for  several  years  after  coming  to 
Indiana  was  in  the  employ  of  other  farmers.  Finally  he  bought  eighty- 
eight  acres  east  of  Reynolds  in  Honey  Creek  Township.  There  were 
some  improvements,  although  the  buildings  were  of  little  account,  and 
he  went  to  work  industriously  to  cultivate  the  land,  gradually  rear- 
ranged and  reconstructed  the  buildings,  and  lived  there  in  increasing 
prosperity  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  a man  of  good  habits,  and  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight.  At  that  time  he  was  the  owner  of  125  acres.  His  wife 
is  still  living  in  White  County.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
and  the  daughter  Emma  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  in  White  County. 

Henry  Dittmann,  who  was  the  fourth  child,  grew  up  on  his  father’s 
farm,  received  a country  school  education,  and  was  disciplined  and 
prepared  for  life  by  a training  on  the  home  place.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  married  Miss  Ida  Cords,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Mary 
(Kruger)  Cords.  Both  her  parents  came  from  Germany  and  were 
married  after  reaching  this  country.  Mrs.  Dittmann  was  the  oldest 
in  a family  of  ten  children.  Her  parents  located  on  a farm  in  Pulaski 
County,  Indiana,  where  her  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three,  and 
her  mother  is  still  living. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dittmann  rented  land  for  a number  of  years, 
and  in  1911  bought  an  unimproved  tract  of  160  acres  in  Union  Town- 
ship. While  continuing  tenant  farming,  he  gradually  improved  the 
land,  made  the  low  flat  ground  cultivable,  put  up  buildings,  and  having 
made  the  place  habitable  removed  his  family  to  it  in  1913.  It  is  now 
an  attractive  as  well  as  valuable  farm,  and  all  the  value  except  the 
bare  land,  represents  Mr.  Dittmann ’s  earnest  labors. 

He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  noted  as  follows: 
Bertha,  born  September  13,  1904 ; Clarence,  born  March  24,  1906 ; Clara, 
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who  died  in  infancy;  Elsie,  born  February  27,  1910,  and  Vera,  born 
September  21,  1913.  All  the  children  were  born  in  White  County 
except  Clarence,  whose  birthplace  was  in  Carroll  County.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Dittmann  is  supervisor  of 
Union  Township,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  democratic  party. 

Joseph  E.  Loughry.  An  industry  whose  wheels  have  been  turning 
and  whose  machinery  has  been  making  useful  products  for  nearly  half 
a century  at  Monticello  is  the  mills  operated  under  the  name  Loughry 
Brothers  Milling  & Grain  Company,  one  of  the  oldest  organizations  of 
the  kind  in  Monticello  or  of  White  County.  This  firm  operates  the  largest 
mill  and  are  also  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in  the  county,  and  in  the 
forty  odd  years  of  its  existence  it  has  accomplished  an  aggregate  of 
commercial  service  probably  not  exceeded  by  any  other  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  county. 

The  Loughry  Brothers  are  sons  of  Nelson  B.  and  Rachel  (Wright) 
Loughry,  who  came  to  White  County  in  1859.  The  grandparents  were 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Howard)  Loughry.  Both  the  grandparents  and 
parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1855  moved  to  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  but  settled  in  White  County,  in  Monon  Township,  in  1859. 
The  late  N.  B.  Loughry  was  commercially  engaged  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
followed  the  milling  business  in  Monon  Township,  and  was  also  a 
merchant  and  farmer.  The  grandparents  died  and  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Monon  Chapel  cemetery.  Grandfather  Joseph  Loughry  was  a 
colonel  in  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  regiments  and  he  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  also  sheriff  of  Indiana  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Nelson  Loughry  was  deputy  sheriff  and  was  the 
prothonotary  of  Indiana  County.  The  late  Nelson  B.  Loughry,  who 
died  in  1890,  was  more  or  less  actively  identified  with  the  republican 
party,  served  as  trustee  of  Monon  Township,  and  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  both  as  a merchant  and  as  a citizen.  His  wife  died  in  this  county 
in  1895  on  her  eightieth  birthday,  and  the  bodies  of  both  now  rest  in 
Monticello  cemetery.  N.  B.  Loughry  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  both  in  White  County  and  during  his  residence  in  Lafayette. 
There  were  six  children:  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  in 
Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania ; Joseph  E. ; Clara,  widow  of  J.  H. 
Edwards,  of  Logansport ; Albert  Wright,  of  Monticello ; Amy,  who  lives 
at  Monticello,  and  is  unmarried,  and  Cloyd,  of  Monticello. 

Joseph  E.  Loughry,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Loughry 
Brothers  Milling  & Grain  Company,  was  born  in  Saltsburg,  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania,  September  4,  1842.  He  was  thirteen  years  of 
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age  when  the  family  removed  to  Indiana,  completed  his  education  in  the 
high  school  at  Lafayette,  and  in  1859  came  to  White  County.  His  first 
experience  in  the  milling  industry,  was  as  an  employe  in  Cooper’s  mill 
in  Monon  Township.  This  was  interrupted  by  the  war  and  his  service 
therein  as  one  of  the  Indiana  soldiers.  He  enlisted  August  9,  1862,  in 
Company  D of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at 
Monticello,  and  among  other  incidents  of  those  stirring  war  times  he 
recalls  that  just  before  the  company  left  for  the  front  a flag,  presented 
by  local  citizens  to  the  company,  was  delivered  to  the  color  bearer  with  a 
speech  from  Congressman  Schuyler  Colfax,  who  subsequently  was  vice 
president  with  General  Grant  as  president.  He  marched  away  with 
his  regiment,  participated  in  many  of  the  arduous  campaigns  of  the 
war,  was  with  Sherman  in  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas,  and 
with  those  victorious  troops  participated  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington in  June,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  that  grand  review  the 
Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry  marched  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and 
Mr.  Loughry  remembers  seeing  General  Sherman  refuse  to  shake  hands 
with  Secretary  of  War  Stanton.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge 
in  Washington,  and  then  returned  to  White  County,  laying  aside  the 
arms  of  warfare  for  the  implements  of  peace.  He  took  a course  in  the 
Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College  at  Indianapolis,  and  then  was  given 
active  management  of  the  Cooper  mill.  In  1869  he  went  to  Attica, 
Indiana,  was  employed  there  in  a mill,  but  in  the  following  year  returned 
to  Monticello  and  took  charge  of  the  Monticello  mills. 

It  was  on  April  22,  1872,  that  Mr.  Loughry  and  his  two  brothers 
established  the  firm  of  Loughry  Brothers  Milling  & Grain  Company,  and 
in  1915  they  celebrated  the  forty-third  anniversary  of  their  continuous 
association  as  business  partners, 

Joseph  E.  Loughry  was  married  June  3,  1873,  to  Miss  Nancy  Turner, 
daughter  of  William  and  Susanna  (Imes)  Turner.  To  their  marriage 
have  been  born  three  children:  Louise  T.,  wife  of  W.  E.  Clapham,  of 
Fort  Wayne;  Mabel,  wife  of  W.  C.  Taylor,  of  Seattle,  Washington,  and 
William  N.,  at  home  in  Monticello.  Mr.  Loughry  has  always  manifested 
a general  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  identified  himself  with  a 
number  of  movements  for  local  improvement  and  betterment.  He  is  a 
Mason,  a member  of  Libanus  Lodge,  No.  154,  of  Monticello,  and  he  has 
occupied  the  chair  of  Most  Worshipful  Master.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  commander  of  Post  Tippecanoe,  No.  51.  Mrs. 
Loughry  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church'. 

Albert  W.  Loughry.  Mention  has  been  made  on  other  pages  of 
this  history  of  the  firm  of  Loughry  Brothers,  millers  and  grain  mer- 
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chants  at  Monticello.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  at  the  same  time 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  institutions  in  a commercial  sense  in  White 
County.  One  member  of  the  firm  who  for  many  years  has  contributed 
his  resources  and  energy  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  business,  and  who  has 
at  the  same  time  been  a valuable  citizen  in  his  relations  toward  the  com- 
munity, is  Albert  W.  Loughry. 

Albert  W.  Loughry  was  born  in  Saltsburg,  Indiana  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  9,  1847.  His  parents  were  Nelson  B.  and  Rachel  (Wright) 
Loughry,  and  his  grandparents  were  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Howard) 
Loughry,  members  of  both  these  generations  being  referred  to  more  at; 
length  in  a sketch  of  Joseph  E.  Loughry  on  other  pages.  Albert  W. 
Loughry  grew  up  in  Pennsylvania,  acquired  a common  school  education, 
and  spent  several  years  of  his  early  manhood  as  a farm  worker.  He 
learned  the  milling  business  in  the  establishment  of  which  for  forty-three 
years  he  has  been  a part  owner. 

Mr.  Loughry  is  a charter  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  a Blue  Lodge  Mason.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  On  May  3,  1881,  he  married  Sallie  Kendall,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Spencer)  Kendall,  and  through 
her  mother  a granddaughter  of  George  A.  and  Sarah  (Reynolds) 
Spencer.  The  Spencers  as  told  elsewhere  were  among  the  county’s 
earliest  and  most  prominent  settlers.  George  A.  Spencer  and  wife  came 
to  the  county  about  1833,  settling  in  Big  Creek  Township,  where  he 
developed  a farm  and  followed  agriculture  for  many  years.  George  A. 
Spencer  was  a squire  or  justice  of  the  peace,  took  a great  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  though  a democrat,  was  not  a seeker  for  office 
beyond  his  position  as  justice  of  the  peace.  There  were  seven  children 
in  the  Spencer  family,  all  of  them  now  deceased  and  at  rest  in  Monticello. 

Charles  W.  Kendall,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Loughry,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  came  to  Indiana  when  a young  man,  joining  the  pioneers  who 
were  already  settled  in  the  county.  For  many  years  he  was  a drygoods 
merchant  in  Monticello,  was  married  in  that  town,  and  he  and  his  wife 
had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  He  was  a man  whose 
name  was  identified  with  many  local  concerns  during  the  last  century, 
lie  was  interested  in  all  movements  for  local  betterment,  was  president 
and  stockholder  in  the  first  local  bank,  and  was  postmaster  in  Monticello 
during  the  Civil  war.  His  death  occurred  in  1875,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1901.  Mr.  Kendall  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Monticello. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  W.  Loughry  three  children  have  been  born, 
namely : Howard  Kendall,  born  March  21,  1882,  and  a graduate  of  the 
West  Point  Military  Academy;  Maynard,  born  April  17,  1889,  and  a 
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bookkeeper  in  his  father’s  mill,  and  Chester,  born  October  28,  1893,  now 
pursuing  a course  of  studies  in  the  University  of  Indiana. 

John  Parsons  Gardner.*  Among  the  early  settlers  of  White  County 
was  John  Parsons  Gardner  of  Virginia,  descendant  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gardner,  Captain  of  Horse  to  Charles  I of  England.  John  P.  Gardner 
married  Martha  Ellen  Higgins  of  Maryland,  a descendant  of  Ebenezer 
Higgins  (1757-1842)  of  New  York.  They  lived  in  Romney,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  both  a farmer  and  a miller.  On  account  of  the 
threatening  dangers  of  war,  he  brought  his  family  north,  arriving  in 
Monticello  October  1,  1860.  They  stopped  at  the  Iden  Hotel,  then  on 
the  lot  north  of  the  present  Forbis  Hotel,  until  they  found  a place  to 
live.  Mr.  Gardner  took  charge  of  the  running  of  the  flour  mill  for  the 
Underwoods,  later  for  I.  & J.  C.  Reynolds.  He  died  in  1865  after  a 
short  illness  caused  by  an  accident.  Mr.  Gardner  was  a member  of 
the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Monticello. 

The  children  of  their  marriage  were:  Joseph  Jackson,  living  in 
Chicago;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  Louis  Fisher,  of  Chalmers,  and 
is  now  living  in  Steele,  North  Dakota;  Nancy  Jane,  living  in  Cleveland, 
North  Dakota;  Hester  Mariah,  who  married  Abner  Foye,  now  deceased; 
James  Michael,  living  in  Camden,  Indiana;  Florence  Virginia,  who 
married  Edwin  Foye,  living  in  Cleveland,  North  Dakota ; William 
Higgins,  living  in  Delphi,  Indiana,  and  Charles  David,  living  in  Monti- 
cello, and  the  only  one  of  the  children  born  after  the  family  came  north. 

James  Michael  Gardner.*  For  many  years  a resident  of  White 
County,  whither  he  was  brought  as  an  infant  from  Virginia,  his  native 
state,  by  his  parents,  John  Parsons  and  Martha  Ellen  Gardner.  He 
was  married  January  27,  1876,  to  Mary  Charlotte,  daughter  of  William 
Beaver  and  Sarah  Anne  Keefer. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Gardner  was  employed  as  miller 
in  the  flour  mill  owned  by  William  B.  Keefer  and  Robert  Roberts,  and 
he  has  followed  that  occupation  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  At  one 
time  he  and  Walter  Spencer  owned  the  mill  formerly  owned  by  Loughey 
Bros.,  and  later  they  built  a mill  in  Monon.  In  1904  Mr.  Gardner  moved 
his  family  to  Camden,  Indiana,  where  he  still  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gardner  are  active  members  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church  at 
Camden.  They  live  quiet,  unassuming  lives,  are  happy  in  their  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren,  their  books  and  friends. 

*By  Miss  Gardner,  librarian  of  the  Monticello  Library. 
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Tlieir  children  are : Nora  Gwendolen,  living  in  Monticello ; Bessie 
Lyndall,  who  married  Lee  Basil  Martin,  of  Attica,  Indiana,  and  now 
live  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  have  one  son,  James  Lucius;  Nelle 
Margaret,  living  in  Springfield,  Illinois;  Harry  Keefer,  who  married 
Carolyne  Bennett,  lives  near  Camden,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Harry  Bennett  and  Mary  Elizabeth ; Frank  Dale,  who  now  lives  in 
El  Paso,  Texas,  married  Ethel  Snowburger,  of  Delphi;  James  Carson, 
who  now  lives  in  Decatur,  Illinois,  married  Winefried  Cole,  of  that 
city,  and  William  Englebright,  living  with  his  parents  in  Camden. 

Dan  McCuaig  one  of  the  old  and  honored  residents  of  White 
County,  now  living  retired  at  Monticello,  was  for  many  years  engaged 
in  farming  and  stockraising  operations  in  Union  Township,  and  through 
a life  of  industry  and  well-directed  effort  accumulated  a substantial 
property  and  won  his  fellow-citizens’  regard  and  esteem.  Mr.  McCuaig 
was  born  near  Campbeltown,  Argyllshire,  Scotland,  November  9,  1839, 
and  is  a son  of  Neil  and  Margaret  (Johnston)  McCuaig. 

The  McCuaig  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1842  and 
first  located  near  Marietta,  Ohio,  from  whence  they  removed  to  Cin- 
cinnati, and  in  1856  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating  in 
September  of  that  year  in  Union  Township.  There  Neil  McCuaig  con- 
tinued to  be  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  but  did  not  live  to  enjoy  a full  measure  of  success,  as  his 
death  occurred  in  1861.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics,  but  never  took 
any  active  part  in  public  affairs,  his  entire  time  being  devoted  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  land.  Mrs.  McCuaig  survived  her  husband  until 
1886,  when  she  died  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  him  at  Monticello.  Of 
their  ten  children,  seven  grew  to  maturity. 

Dan  McCuaig  was  three  years  of  age  when  the  family  emigrated 
to  America,  and  was  a lad  of  fourteen  years  when  he  located  in  White 
County,  his  education  being  finished  in  the  primitive  district  schools  of 
his  day.  At  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  he  took  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm,  and  continued  to  be  engaged  in  successful  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  operations  during  the  remainder  of  his  active 
career,  which  ended  in  1901  when  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Monticello,  his  present  home.  A democrat  in  his  political  views, 
Mr.  McCuaig  served  as  trustee  of  Union  Township  on  two  occasions, 
once  by  appointment  and  once  by  election,  but  he  has  not  been  an  office 
seeker,  preferring  to  serve  his  community  rather  as  a citizen  than  as 
an  official.  He  has  long  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  for  some  years  served  as  elder  therein. 

In  1874  Mr.  McCuaig  was  married  to  Miss  Jeanette  Breckenridge, 
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daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Dunlap)  Breckenridge,  pioneers  of 
White  County,  whence  they  came  in  1848.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union:  John,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  operations  in 
Carroll  County,  Indiana;  Frank,  who  is  deputy  treasurer  of  White 
County;  David,  who  is  connected  with  a banking  institution  at  MonU 
cello,  Indiana,  and  Alvin,  whose  death  occurred  in  March,  1899. 

Richard  Hinshaw.  Among  the  native-born  citizens  of  White 
County  who  have  spent  their  lives  within  its  boundaries,  and  as  far 
as  possible  have  aided  its  growth  and  development,  whether  relating 
to  its  agricultural  or  mercantile  interests,  is  Richard  Hinshaw,  now 
prosperously  engaged  in  the  fuel  business  at  Monticello.  He  was  born 
April  23,  1861,  in  Liberty  Township,  a son  of  Richard  and  Mary 
(Hickman)  Hinshaw,  both  of  whom  spent  their  last  years  in  White 
County,  their  bodies  being  laid  to  rest  in  Clarke’s  cemetery.  His 
father  crossed  the  plains  with  the  gold  seekers  of  1849,  and  after 
spending  a few  years  in  California  returned  to  the  East,  locating  in 
Indiana  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  'Assuming  contracts  for 
digging  ditches,  he  worked  all  through  the  northern  part  of  White 
County. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools,  Richard  Hinshaw  began  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age,  and  being  a youth  of  energy  and 
ambition  met  with  assured  success  in  his  undertakings.  He  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  various  branches  of  agriculture,  and 
for  twenty-four  consecutive  years  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Monon 
Township.  Removing  to  Monticello  in  1904,  Mr.  Hinshaw  embarked 
in  the  coal  business,  and  as  a dealer  in  fuel  has  built  up  a large  and 
highly  satisfactory  trade. 

Mr.  Hinshaw  married,  December  26,  1885,  Miss  Rosa  Jost,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Earl)  Jost.  Four  children  have  been 
born  of  their  union,  namely:  Earl,  who  married  Sadie  Burns;  Glenn, 
who  lived  but  four  short  months ; Maud,  wife  of  Earl  Burns ; and  Ray, 
who  married  Merle  Ginn.  Politically  Mr.  Hinshaw  is  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  107 ; of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  No.  578 ; and  of  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose,  No.  1549,  all  in  Monticello. 

Guy  R.  Coffin,  M.  D.  Among  the  representative  members  of  the 
White  County  medical  fraternity  is  found  Dr.  G.  R.  Coffin,  who  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Monticello  since  1908. 
He  was  born  in  Hendricks  County,  Indiana,  October  21,  1874,  and  is  a 
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son  of  Oliver  G.  and  Anna  D.  (Tharp)  Coffin,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased  and  buried  at  Frankfort,  Indiana. 

After  securing  his  preliminary  training  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  county,  Guy  R.  Coffin  prepared  himself  for  college,  and  entered 
Saint  Louis  University,  from  which  he  was  duly  graduated.  His 
medical  studies  were  pursued  at  the  Indiana  University  Medical  School, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1908,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  been  engaged  in  practice  at 
Monticello,  where  he  has  been  successful  in  building  up  a large  pro- 
fessional business.  He  belongs  to  the  various  medical  organizations, 
and  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles  holding  membership  in  the 
Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  the 
Haymakers,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  of  Monticello,  Indiana.  His  practice  is  broad  and  general 
in  its  character,  and  he  is  well  and  favorably  known  among  the  mem- 
bers of  his  calling. 

Doctor  Coffin  was  married  December  26,  1896,  to  Miss  Ida  Snively, 
and  to  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Bernice. 

James  Hamilton  Henderson.  A family  that  has  long  been  iden- 
tified with  White  County  is  that  represented  by  the  late  James 
Hamilton  Henderson,  of  Monticello.  Mrs.  Henderson,  his  widow,  is 
still  living  at  Monticello,  and  the  name  has  been  known  and  honored 
in  this  county  for  over  two  generations. 

James  Hamilton  Henderson  was  born  at  Idaville,  White  County, 
December  27,  1860,  a son  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  (McCully)  Hen- 
derson. His  parents  came  to  White  County  some  years  before  the  war 
and  spent  their  lives  here.  His  father  was  a blacksmith,  a trade  he 
followed  at  Idaville,  and  subsequently  was  a merchant,  dealing  in  boots 
and  shoes  at  Monticello,  and  also  a blacksmith.  For  two  terms  he 
held  the  office  of  sheriff.  He  died  May  30,  1887. 

Matthew  Henderson,  the  father  of  James  Henderson,  was  married 
three  times ; first,  to  a Miss  Barnes,  and  they  had  two  sons,  George  and 
John.  The  second  marriage  was  with  Elizabeth  McCully,  and  James 
Henderson  was  one  of  the  children  born  of  this  union.  The  third  mar- 
riage was  with  Maggie  Ross,  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  them, 
Maude  and  Jessie. 

James  Hamilton  Henderson  acquired  a common  school  education 
and  as  a boy  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  under  his  father.  When 
his  father  died  he  succeeded  to  the  business.  Monticello  was  his  home 
and  he  died  here  after  an  honorable  and  successful  career  January 
7,  1905. 
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The  late  Mr.  Henderson  is  remembered  as  a useful  citizen  and  one 
who  was  greatly  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  served  as  member  of 
the  city  council  and  for  several  years  was  town  marshal.  He  was  a 
democrat  in  politics,  following  in  the  same  political  faith  as  his  father. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  were  with  the  Masons,  the  Maccabees,  the 
Odd  Fellows,  all  of  Monticello,  Indiana,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  On  July  11,  1894,  Mr.  Henderson  married  Miss  Lillian 
Southworth.  To  their  marriage  were  born  two  children,  Valorus  TI. 
and  Doris,  twins,  but  the  daughter  is  deceased,  and  the  son  is  a student 
in  the  eighth  grade  of  the  Monticello  public  schools. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Henderson  is  a native  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  horn 
December  9,  1866,  the  younger  of  the  children,  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, born  to  Valorus  N.  and  Margaret  (Linkhaur)  Southworth.  Only 
two  of  the  family  are  living,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  her  sister,  Violet,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Philip  Parcel,  residents  of  Monticello.  They  have  a son 
and  daughter,  Gertrude,  the  widow  of  John  Murray,  and  Frank,  a resi- 
dent of  Logansport  and  a cigarmaker.  Both  of  Mrs.  Henderson’s 
parents  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Henderson  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  she  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Monticello, 
Indiana, 


Jasper  A.  Baer.  The  agricultural  interests  of  Union  Township 
have  an  able  and  progressive  representative  in  the  person  of  J.  A. 
Baer,  who  is  intelligently  cultivating  the  old  home  property  of  225 
acres,  as  well  as  ten  acres  in  another  tract.  He  was  born  on  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies,  September  1,  1877,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin 
and  Phebe  M.  (Carney)  Baer. 

Benjamin  Baer,  the  grandfather  of  J.  A.  Baer,  was  a resident  of 
Erie  County,  New  York,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1827  to  Nancy 
Hoil,  and  in  1837  moved  across  the  Canadian  line,  but  later  returned  to 
New  York.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  career,  and 
died  in  1849.  Nancy  Hoil  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, November  23,  1806,  and  subsequently  moved  with  her  parents 
to  Erie  County,  New  York.  In  later  years  she  frequently  related  of 
the  stirring  times  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  remembered  fleeing  with  her 
father  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  into  the  interior  when  the 
British  forces  crossed  the  frontier,  as  well  as  the  burning  of  Buffalo 
and  the  destruction  of  Fort  Erie.  She  died  January  17,  1887,  in  the 
faith  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  she  had  been  an  active 
worker  in  both  church  and  Sunday  school. 

Benjamin  Baer,  the  father  of  J.  A.  Baer,  was  born  March  6,  1842, 
near  Akron,  Ohio,  and  as  a youth  located  on  a farm  known  as  the 
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Jacob  Fross  place,  about  six  miles  north  of  Monticello,  in  Liberty 
Township,  White  County,  Indiana.  He  learned  the  milling  trade  under 
his  brother,  David  Baer,  at  Lockport,  Indiana,  and  later  worked  with 
Henry  Shafer,  who  was  operating  a grist  mill  at  Norway,  White  County. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  canal  boat  service  between  the  cities  of 
Toledo  and  Vincennes,  and  in  later  years  frequently  referred  to  this 
as  the  most  interesting  period  of  his  life.  On  February  16,  1865,  Mr. 
Baer  enlisted  in  Company  0,  One  Hundred  Fifty-first  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after  serving  six  months  as  a soldier 
was  given  a hospital  discharge,  August  28,  1865,  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. At  that  time  he  again  engaged  in  farming  in  Union  Township, 
and  through  long  years  of  effort  and  patient  endeavor  succeeded  in 
developing  one  of  the  handsome  and  valuable  farms  of  this  locality, 
with  the  finest  of  improvements  of  every  kind.  He  was  a great  believer 
in  progress  and  was  quick  to  grasp  new  methods  in  his  work.  Mr. 
Baer  was  a man  universally  respected  in  his  community,  was  baptized 
in  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  for  many  years  took  an  active 
part  in  Sunday  school  work  in  the  church  at  Norway,  where  he  served 
in  the  capacity  of  treasurer.  His  political  belief  was  that  of  the 
republican  party.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  August  6,  1913,  Mr.  Baer 
was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Monticello  Lodge,  No.  107,  and 
Stewart  Encampment,  No.  159,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  also  held  membership  in  Tippecanoe  Post,  No.  51,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  On  October  10,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Phebe  M. 
Carney,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Jasper  A., 

who  married  Lillian  Tarr,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Tarr;  Frank  M.,  who 
married  Lottie  Ray,  and  has  one  child,  Marguerite ; and  Barnard  M., 
who  is  single. 

Jasper  A.  Baer  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Union  Town- 
ship, was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  devoted  his 
entire  career  to  farming  and  the  raising  of  livestock.  His  property, 
the  home  farm  of  225  acres,  gives  ample  evidence  of  his  ability,  thrift 
and  good  management,  and  its  improvements  are  modern  in  every 
respect.  He  also  cultivates  a 10-acre  tract,  and  this  has  improvements 
of  its  own.  In  his  community  Mr.  Baer  is  regarded  as  a good  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  but  his  only  public  services  have  been  in  the 
postoffice,  where  he  served  for  three  years.  He  is  a republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  his  fraternal  connections  include  membership  in 
the  Monticello  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  With  his  family  he  attends  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Baer  was  married  March  3,  1901,  to  Miss  Lillian  B.  Tarr,  and 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


573 


they  are  the  parents  of  four  children : Gavis,  born  December  12, 

1903,  in  Union  Township;  Daurice,  born  October  16,  1906,  at  Michigan 
City,  Indiana;  Marian  Alberta,  born  January  22,  1911,  at  Quincy, 
Illinois;  and  Eliza  Helen,  born  March  7,  1914,  in  Union  Township. 

William  B.  Holmes.  Apropos  of  the  character  and  achievement  of 
one  who  has  become  one  of  the  honored  and  valued  citizens  of  White 
County,  Bartholomew  Holmes,  whose  career  is  outlined  in  an  article 
immediately  following  the  one  at  hand,  there  is  all  of  consistency  in 
offering  here  a memoir  to  his  father,  with  incidental  review  of  the  family 
history,  though  the  father  never  became  a resident  of  White  County 
but  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Ford  County,  Illinois, 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

William  Bartholomew  Holmes  was  born  at  Brimington,  England,  on 
the  23d  of  September,  1820,  and  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal,  at 
his  home  in  Melvin,  Ford  County,  Illinois,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1897, 
the  last  in  a family  of  seven  children.  It  is  a matter  of  well  authenticated 
record  that  in  Chestershire,  England,  the  Holmes  family  occupied  one 
sturdy  old  house  for  four  centuries,  the  general  vocation  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  name  having  been  that  of  farming,  as  one  generation 
followed  another  onto  the  stage  of  life's  mortal  endeavors. 

When  William  B.  Holmes  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  appren- 
ticed, for  a term  of  seven  years,  to  the  trade  of  railroad  carriage  making, 
at  Chesterfield,  England,  and  in  this  connection  he  completed  a thorough 
apprenticeship  and  became  a skilled  carpenter.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  entered  the  English  army,  but  during  his  two  years'  service 
he  was  not  called  from  the  shores  of  his  native  land.  The  ordinary 
discipline  of  the  army  was  of  benefit  and  not  in  the  least  repugnant 
to  him,  but  being  compelled,  with  the  rest  of  his  company,  to  witness  the 
horrible  whipping  of  a comrade  with  the  cat-o '-nine-tails,  his  naturally 
kind  disposition  revolted,  and  his  father  obtained  his  release  from  the 
army.  For  the  ensuing  six  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  work  of  his 
trade. 

In  1844  Mr.  Holmes  took  unto  himself  a wife,  and  five  years  later 
he  immigrated  with  his  family  to  the  United  States,  the  month  of  June, 
1849,  recording  their  settlement  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  wilds  of  Fond 
du  Lac  County,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Holmes  built  for  his  family  a 
primitive  log  house  of  the  pioneer  type  and  then  essayed  the  arduous 
task  of  reclaiming  his  heavily  timbered  land  to  cultivation.  He  finally 
capitalized  this  experience  in  an  effective  way  by  removing  to  a section 
where  the  material  handicaps  were  not  so  great.  Realizing  that  in  a 
prairie  district  he  could  make  more  rapid  advancement  along  the  line  of 
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successful  agriculture,  lie  removed,  in  1852,  to  Georgetown,  Vermilion 
County,  Illinois,  where,  as  a means  to  an  end,  he  worked  at  his  trade, 
as  a contractor  and  builder,  until  1855.  He  then  purchased  a half- 
section  of  land  in  what  is  now  Ford  County,  Illinois,  and  for  this  property 
he  paid  75  cents  an  acre.  Two  years  after  his  purchase  of  this  property 
Mr.  Holmes  established  on  the  embryonic  farm  the  home  of  himself  and 
family,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  he  there  lived  and  labored  to 
goodly  ends,  increasing  prosperity  crowning  his  efforts  as  the  march  of 
development  and  progress  made  its  way  in  that  section  of  the  great 
State  of  Illinois.  The  wonderful  appreciation  in  the  value  of  the  land 
which  he  thus  acquired  in  the  pioneer  days  may  be  realized  when  it  is 
stated  that  his  only  surviving  daughter  sold  her  inherited  eighty  acres, 
in  1912,  for  the  sum  of  $16,000.  During  the  last  decade  of  his  life 
Mr.  Holmes  lived  in  gracious  retirement  and  well  merited  peace  and 
prosperity  in  the  village  of  Melvin,  Ford  County. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  the  first  settler  in  the  prairie  section  of  Ford 
County,  where  he  established  his  home  as  noted  above,  and  many  years 
elapsed  before  he  was  able  to  get  enough  men  together  to  organize  a 
school  district.  When  the  Prince  of  Wales  visited  this  country,  a 
part  of  the  shooting  party  of  the  future  King  Edward  made  the  Holmes 
residence  their  headquarters  for  a week  or  more.  Mr.  Holmes  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office,  yet  his  eligibility  and  his  unqualified 
popularity  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  hold  aloof  from  such  service. 
He  held  the  office  of  school  director,  was  twice  elected  supervisor  of 
his  township,  and  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was 
an  uncompromising  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party 
and  voted  for  its  every  presidential  candidate  from  Buchanan,  in  1856, 
to  Bryan,  in  1896.  In  the  only  lawsuit  of  importance  in  which  he  was 
ever  involved,  Mr.  Holmes  retained  Abraham  Lincoln  as  his  lawyer. 

A man  whose  strong  mind  and  intrinsic  loyalty  and  integrity  of 
purpose  made  him  appreciative  of  the  highest  ideals  and  the  spiritual 
verities,  Mr.  Holmes,  may  be  said  to  have  had  the  true  religious  tempera- 
ment, but  he  did  not  fully  develop  these  tendencies  until  late  in  life,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  opportunities  in  the  pioneer  days.  Concerning  this  phase 
of  his  life  history  the  following  pertinent  statements  have  been  written : 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  when  his 
people  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  could  not  reconcile 
himself  to  this  denominational  form  of  government,  and  thus  he  remained 
out  of  the  church  until  he  was  sixty-eight  years  old.  On  the  30th  of 
November,  1892,  he  became  a member  of  the  Melvin  Congregational 
Church,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  D.  H.  Snowden,  and  thereafter  he 
continued  an  active  and  influential  member  of  this  church  until  his 
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death,  heartily  entering  into  the  deliberations  of  the  church  and  often 
presiding  over  its  meetings.  Mr.  Holmes  was  a man  who  was  uniformly 
esteemed.  His  faith  in  God  was  strong  and  unwavering,  and  his  life 
was  one  of  righteousness,  kindliness  and  worthy  achievement.  ’ ’ 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1844,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Holmes  to  Miss  Eliza  Wrenn,  at  Sheffield,  England,  and  this  noble 
and  gracious  companion  and  helpmeet  survived  him  by  several  years, 
her  death  having  occurred  on  December  9,  1903,  at  which  time  she 
was  eighty-three  years  of  age.  She  was  of  the  same  family  line  as  was 
the  distinguished  English  statesman  and  architect,  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  1632-1723,  whose  most  enduring  monument  is  the  great  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral  in  the  City  of  London,  he  having  been  the  designer  of  this 
wonderful  and  historic  edifice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  three  of 
whom  have  passed  away  after  attaining  to  years  of  maturity.  Of  the 
three  surviving  children  the  eldest  is  Bartholomew,  a sketch  of  whose 
career  immediately  follows  this  article.  William  Spencer  Holmes,  who 
is  a representative  lawyer  and  influential  citizen  of  Effingham,  Illinois, 
married  Miss  Lena  Heilaganstein,  and  they  have  three  children, — Edith, 
Elizabeth  and  William.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Fannie  A.  Holmes,  the  only  surviving  daughter,  is  the 
widow  of  Paul  Koestner,  and  she  now  maintains  her  home  in  White 
County,  Indiana,  where  she  is  the  owner  of  a finely  improved  farm  of 
180  acres.  She  has  two  sons.  Frank  and  William.  Frank  Koestner, 
who  has  the  active  management  of  his  mother’s  farm  and  is  one  of  the 
progressive  agriculturists  of  White  County,  married  Miss  Nettie  Cope- 
land, and  they  have  two  sons.  William  Koestner  received  his  higher 
education  in  the  University  of  Illinois,  is  a civil  engineer  by  profession 
and  as  such  is  retained  in  a responsible  position  of  service  by  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Company.  It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that  he  had 
supervision  of  the  engineering  corps  that  dredged  the  harbor  of  the  City 
of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  made  the  same  adequate  for  the  passage 
of  the  large  type  of  vessels. 

Bartholomew  Holmes.  One  of  the  finely  improved  and  essentially 
model  landed  estates  of  White  County  is  that  owned  and  occupied  by 
Bartholomew  Holmes,  who  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  progressive  men 
who  have  come  into  this  favored  county  within  recent  years  and  who 
have  stood  exponent  of  the  best  type  of  citizenship.  Mr.  Holmes  has 
upheld  the  high  standard  of  agricultural  industry  in  White  County  with 
as  great  ability  and  loyalty  as  have  the  representatives  of  pioneer  families 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  such  sterling  citizens  always  prove  a 
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valuable  and  welcome  acquisition  in  any  community.  The  fine  home* 
stead  of  Mr.  Holmes  comprises  630  acres  and  is  eligibly  situated  in 
sections  22  and  30,  Union  Township.  He  was  for  many  years  a successful 
farmer  in  Illinois  and  upon  coming  to  White  County,  Indiana,  he  was 
admirably  fortified  with  the  experience  and  financial  resources  gained 
in  his  effective  association  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Illinois. 
His  prosperity  is  consistently  to  be  designated  as  the  direct  result  of 
his  energy,  industry,  progressiveness  and  administrative  ability,  and 
since  establishing  his  home  in  White  County  he  has  brought  his  energies 
into  effective  play  in  developing  his  broad  acres  into  one  of  the  most 
valuable  and  fruitful  rural  demesnes  in  this  part  of  the  Hoosier  common- 
wealth. 

The  family  history  of  Mr.  Holmes  is  one  of  specially  interesting  order 
and  its  record  in  England  is  one  of  ancient  and  worthy  order.  In  the 
article  that  immediately  precedes  the  one  here  presented  the  family 
history  is  reviewed  somewhat  in  detail,  and  though  the  father  of 
Mr.  Holmes  never  became  a resident  of  Indiana  there  is  all  of  consonance 
in  entering  in  this  publication  the  memoir  which  precedes  this  article, 
since  the  same  offers  most  interesting  data  pertinent  to  the  son  who  has 
become  an  honored  and  influential  citizen  of  Union  Township,  this 
county. 

Bartholomew  Holmes  was  born  in  the  City  of  Crew,  Chestershire, 
England,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  William  B. 
and  Eliza  (Wrenn)  Holmes,  concerning  whose  lives  adequate  record  is 
given  in  the  article  immediately  preceding  this.  In  1849  the  family 
came  to  America  and  after  remaining  about  three  years  as  pioneers 
in  Wisconsin  they  removed  to  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  whence,  in 
1854,  removal  was  made  to  a farm  in  Ford  County,  that  state,  where 
the  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  review  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

About  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration  to 
the  United  States,  Bartholomew  Holmes  was  reared  to  years  of  maturity 
in  Ford  County,  Illinois,  and  he  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  Upon  attaining  to  his  legal 
majority  he  initiated  his  independent  career  as  a farmer  in  Ford  County, 
and  the  passing  years  brought  to  him  generous  prosperity  in  reward  for 
his  earnest  and  well  ordered  efforts.  For  a number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  also  in  the  buying  of  horses  for  shipment  to  the  Boston  markets, 
and  in  this  connection  his  operations  covered  a large  area  of  territory 
in  Illinois.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  representa- 
tive citizens  of  Ford  County  for  many  years  and  there  accumulated  a 
valuable  farm  estate,  of  which  he  disposed  at  the  time  of  his  removal 
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to  Indiana.  He  was  there  prominent  and  influential  in  public  affairs  of 
a local  order  and  he  served  eight  years  as  postmaster  at  Melvin,  a village 
in  his  home  county. 

In  1906  Mr.  Holmes  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  fine  homestead  in  Union  Township.  His  progressive- 
ness has  been  shown  not  only  in  the  excellent  permanent  improvements 
he  has  made  upon  the  place  but  also  in  the  effective  methods  and  policies 
which  he  has  employed  in  carrying  forward  all  departments  of  the 
farm  enterprise.  His  homestead  place  is  in  section  22,  Union  Township, 
and  comprises  300  acres,  all  under  effective  cultivation  except  40  acres. 
In  section  30  of  the  same  township  he  owns  another  well  improved  farm 
of  330  acres,  and  thus  he  is  one  of  the  large  landholders  of  this  county, 
even  as  he  is  one  who  makes  his  land  yield  forth  its  maximum  increase 
and  who  makes  his  course  one  altogether  worthy  of  emulation  on  the 
part  of  other  tillers  of  the  willing  soil. 

Mr.  Holmes  and  his  wife  are  persons  of  strong  mentality,  sterling 
integrity  and  gracious  and  genial  personality  so  that  in  White  County 
they  have  gained  and  retained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  they  have  come  in  contact  in  the  various  relations  of  life.  Their 
comfortable  home  is  known  for  its  generous  and  unostentatious  hos- 
pitality and  there  a cordial  welcome  is  always  assured  to  their  many 
friends. 

In  politics  Mr.  Holmes  has  always  given  stalwart  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party,  and  he  was  active  in  party  affairs  while  a resident  of 
Ford  County,  Illinois,  where  he  served  as  postmaster  at  Melvin  for  a 
period  of  eight  years,  as  previously  noted.  In  White  County  he  has 
not  given  much  attention  to  practical  politics  and  has  not  become  an 
aspirant  for  any  public  office.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Melvin  Lodge, 
No.  811,  Ancient  Free  & Accepted  Masons,  at  Melvin,  Illinois,  and  is 
affiliated  also  with  the  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Monticello, 
judicial  center  of  White  County,  and  with  Mount  Olive  Commandery, 
Knights  Templars,  at  Paxton,  the  county  seat  of  Ford  County,  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Holmes  is  a member  of  Crystal  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  at  Monticello,  and  in  that  city  both  she  and  her  husband  hold 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1869,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Holmes  to  Miss  Hannah  Bullis,  who  was  born  at  Pinckney,  Livingston 
County,  Michigan,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1852  and  who  received  good 
educational  advantages  in  her  youth.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  and 
Caroline  (Slatford)  Bullis  who  removed  from  Michigan  and  became 
early  settlers  in  Grundy  County,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Holmes  has  been  to  her 
husband  a devoted  companion  and  helpmeet  and  he  ascribes  much  of  his 
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success  to  her  effective  co-operation  the  while  her  unfailing  solicitude  in 
the  rearing  of  her  children  shall  cause  her  name  to  be  ever  revered  by 
them  and  by  her  children.  In  the  following  paragraphs  is  given  brief 
record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes : 

Jennie  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  October  15,  1870,  is  the  wife  of 
William  N.  Scott,  of  White  County,  and  her  husband  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  great  Chicago  meat-packing  firm  of  Swift  & Company.  They 
have  five  daughters  : Maude  Eliza  and  Mabel  Rebecca  are  twins,  and 
both  received  excellent  educational  advantages,  Mabel  having  been  grad- 
uated in  the  Monticello  High  School  and  having  been  a successful 
teacher  in  White  County  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  now  the  wife 
of  Ray  Fauber,  of  Carroll  County,  and  her  twin  sister,  Maude,  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Teator,  of  White  County.  Hannah  Ruth,  the  third 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1916  in  the 
Monticello  High  School,  and  the  two  younger  daughters,  Alta  G.  and 
Fannie,  are  in  the  sixth  and  fifth  grades,  respectively,  in  the  Monticello 
public  schools. 

William  B.  Holmes  was  born  April  25,  1872,  and  died  November 
15,  1880. 

Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  S.  Holvarson,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
White  County,  and  they  have  three  children,  Marjorie,  Bartholomew 
and  Maurice. 

Calvin  Henry  Holmes,  who  was  born  April  13,  1876,  is  a resident 
of  Calexico,  California,  and  is  engaged  in  railroad  employment.  He 
wedded  Miss  Lillie  Sullens,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Genevieve  Alice  and  Ellenor  Rose. 

Fannie  B.  Holmes  was  born  August  14,  1878,  and  died  December 
6,  1880. 

Ella  Maude  Holmes,  who  was  born  September  17,  1880,  is  the  wife 
of  Robert  Elgene  Yolton,  and  they  reside  at  Austin,  one  of  the  beautiful 
suburbs  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  Mr.  Yolton  being  a civil  engineer  in 
the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yolton  have  one  child,  Robert  Holmes. 

Melvin  B.  Holmes  was  born  January  6,  1883,  and  died  on  the  27th 
of  March,  1889. 

In  their  home  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  have  two  interesting  and  valued 
family  heirlooms.  One  is  an  old  parchment  deed  executed  under  the 
hand  of  President  James  Buchanan,  under  date  of  April  15,  1857.  This 
deed  lay  in  the  Government  land  office  in  Washington  for  forty-two 
years.  It  was  recorded  in  the  office  ,of  the  register  of  deeds  at  Paxton, 
Ford  County,  Illinois,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1898.  The  deed  is  to  a tract 
of  land  that  cost  William  B.  Holmes,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
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75  cents  an  acre,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Koestner,  retained  eighty  acres, 
her  inheritance,  until  1912,  when  she  sold  this  amount  of  the  land  cov- 
ered by  the  deed  mentioned  for  a consideration  of  $16,000.  The  other 
heirloom  is  an  old  English  Bible  in  which  appears  the  family  record  of 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  etc.,  of  the  Holmes  family.  This  ancient  and 
interesting  volume  was  printed  about  1710  and  was  brought  to  America 
by  the  father  of  Mr.  Holmes. 

John  W.  Keel.  Every  quality  of  integrity,  straightforward  hon- 
esty, industry  and  public  spirit  is  associated  with  John  W.  Neel,  who 
has  spent  practically  all  his  life  as  a farmer  in  Jackson  Township. 

John  W.  Neel  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  on  section  33  in  Jack- 
son  Township,  May  13,  1849,  a son  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  (Gibson) 
Neel.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Neel,  was  the  son  of  an  Irish  emigrant, 
and  in  1832  journeyed  from  Logan  County,  Ohio,  to  Greene  County, 
that  state,  and  then  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana.  Later  he  moved  to 
White  County,  and  after  passing  through  many  pioneer  experiences 
and  doing  his  part  in  clearing  up  the  land  of  a new  country,  died  in 
August,  1863,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Pleasant  Run  Cemetery.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a whig  and  later  a republican,  and  belonged  to  the 
seceder  branch  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Samuel  Neel  married 
Elizabeth  Ginn,  who  was  born  in  Ohio. 

Abram  Neel,  the  third  in  the  family  of  seven  children,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  September  5,  1816,  and  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  came  to  Indiana.  He  subsequently  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
farmers  of  White  County,  and  though  starting  life  a poor  man  he  was 
able  to  rear  and  support  a large  family  of  children,  and  was  the  owner 
of  seventy  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  lived  a straightforward, 
honest  career,  was  cheerful  and  patient  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  and 
to  the  end  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  entire  community.  He 
was  a democrat  in  politics,  but  never  sought  office.  Originally  he  be- 
longed to  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  denomination.  He  died  January  28,  1878.  He  married 
Eliza  Gibson,  a daughter  of  John  Gibson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
White  County.  She  was  born  October  12,  1817,  and  died  January  12, 
1883,  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband  in  Idaville  Cemetery. 
Abram  and  Elizabeth  Neel  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  named 
as  follows:  George  C. ; Anna  G. ; Samuel  G. ; Mary  M.,  deceased;  Jane 
Elizabeth,  deceased;  John  W. ; Sarah  E.;  Cyrus  F. ; James  H. ; Effie 
A.;  and  Emma  T.,  deceased.  Eight  of  these  are  still  living. 

John  W.  Neel  was  married  March  20,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Glas- 
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gow,  a daughter  of  Arthur  and  Eliza  (McCullough)  Glasgow,  of  Jack- 
son  Township.  To  this  union,  which  has  continued  unbroken  for  a 
period  of  more  than  forty  years,  were  born  five  children,  as  follows : 
Eva  A.,  who  married  John  Tate  and  has  two  children,  Mary  Gertrude 
and  Mildred,  the  Tate  family  living  in  Jackson  Township;  Clara  E., 
who  lives  at  home ; Edgar  E.,  who  lives  in  Union  Township  and  by  his 
marriage  to  Jennie  Johnsonbaugh  has  one  child,  Eva  Belle;  Ada  J., 
who  lives  at  home;  and  Clair  Stanley,  also  at  home. 

Mrs.  Neel  is  a native  of  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  born  November  4, 
1848,  the  seventh  in  a family  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, born  to  Arthur  and  Eliza  (McCullough)  Glasgow.  Only  two  are 
living  besides  Mrs,  Neel.  Samuel,  a resident  of  Idaville,  Indiana,  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Stipp.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  they 
are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Joseph  is  a resident 
of  Garden  City,  Kansas,  and  he  was  an  agriculturist.  He  was  also  in 
the  Federal  army.  Mr.  Glasgow  was  a native  of  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
and  reared  as  an  agriculturist.  He  was  educated  only  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  His  religion  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
died  in  1853,  on  the  ocean  on  his  return  from  California,  and  was 
one  of  the  forty-niners.  Mrs.  Glasgow  was  a native  of  Ohio  and  she 
died  in  her  native  state  in  1870.  Mrs.  Neel  is  a pleasant  and  affable 
lady,  and  received  a good  common  school  education  and  taught  school  in 
her  native  state  of  Ohio.  She  is  a devout  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Idaville,  Indiana. 

Mr.  John  W.  Neel  is  a democrat  and  a man  who  takes  broad  views 
in  local  affairs  and  always  stands  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He 
has  been  a liberal  supporter  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
the  neighborhood  always  counts  upon  him  as  a ready  worker  in  any 
public  enterprise.  Mr.  Neel,  as  the  result  of  many  years  of  successful 
effort  in  farming,  has  a fine  place  of  170  acres  of  land  and  lives  in  the 
southwest  part  of  Idaville.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Idaville  Co- 
Operative  Telephone  Company.  He  was  one  of  the  first  jurors  em- 
panelled for  service  in  the  new  courthouse  at  Monticello.  Mr.  Neel 
has  lived  at  peace  with  his  neighbors  and  has  never  had  a lawsuit  in 
all  his  career. 

Frank  J.  White.  There  has  been  a noticeable  movement  in  recent 
years  of  farmers  from  the  high-priced  land  districts  of  Illinois  not  only 
to  the  new  states  of  the  West,  but  also  to  the  less  developed  agricultural 
area  of  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Ohio.  One  of  the  prosperous  men  who 
have  been  introduced  to  the  citizenship  of  White  County  as  a result 
of  this  movement  is  Mr.  F.  J.  White,  of  Union  Township,  the  owner 
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of  a splendid  farm  in  that  district,  and  a man  who  brought  the  ex- 
perience and  judgment  of  an  Illinois  farmer  and  also  a considerable 
amount  of  capital,  representing  the  proceeds  of  an  Illinois  farm,  to  his 
new  home  in  White  County. 

F.  J.  White  was  born  at  Henry,  Livingston  County,  Illinois,  Janu- 
ary 13,  1867.  He  has  no  recollection  of  his  father,  John  White,  since 
the  latter  met  death  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  in  the  West  in  1870,. 
when  the  son  was  only  three  years  old.  John  White  had  been  in  the 
gold  fields  of  the  West,  and  with  four  other  men  was  engaged  in  driv- 
ing cattle  back  to  Illinois.  Four  of  these  men  were  driving  a wagon 
and  the  other  was  on  horseback.  When  in  Colorado,  not  many  miles 
away  from  Pike’s  Peak,  the  party  was  attacked  in  the  rear  by  a band 
of  Indians,  and  all  four  men  in  the  wagon  were  killed,  including  John 
White.  The  horseback  rider  managed  to  make  his  escape  and  carried 
the  details  of  this  tragedy  to  the  friends  and  families  of  the  victims. 
Mrs.  John  White  subsequently  married  William  McClure,  and  by  that 
union  there  was  one  child,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Frank  J.  White  lived  in  Illinois  with  his  mother  and  step-father 
until  his  marriage.  He  married  Eva  Harrison,  daughter  of  Doc  and 
Martha  (Porch)  Harrison.  Mrs.  White  was  reared  near  Pattonsburg, 
Illinois,  her  people  being  farmers.  She  had  four  brothers  and  sisters 
and  is  the  oldest  of  her  immediate  family.  Her  mother  is  still  living. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  White  located  on  a farm  in  Livingston 
County,  Illinois.  He  had  practically  no  capital  to  begin  with,  although 
he  had  shown  ability  in  farm  management,  and  with  the  aid  of  his 
capable  wife  started  out  to  make  a home  and  gain  a competence.  He 
eventually  made  a purchase  of  120  acres  of  land,  forty  acres  of  it  un- 
broken. The  contract  price  was  $35  an  acre,  and  he  lived  there,, 
worked  hard  early  and  late,  paid  for  the  land,  improved  it,  and  finally 
sold  out  at  a price  averaging  $112  an  acre.  That  was  some  years  ago 
when  land  values  in  Illinois  had  not  yet  reached  the  maximum,  and 
the  same  land  is  now  said  to  be  worth  $275  per  acre.  In  the  meantime 
Mr.  White  had  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  some  land  in  White 
County,  and  now  has  465  acres  in  Union  Township.  There  are  two 
sets  of  farm  buildings,  and  by  his  own  labor  and  by  the  judicious  use 
of  his  surplus  capital  he  has  effected  numerous  improvements  in  the 
way  of  buildings,  fences,  tiling  and  fertilization,  and  now  has  a country 
place  equal  to,  if  not  superior  to,  almost  any  that  could  be  found  in 
White  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Pearl 

Phebe;  Myrtle  Martha;  Lelah  Belle;  Florine  E.,  wife  of  Clifford 
Martin;  Elva;  Delbert  E.,  and  William.  During  his  residence  in 
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Illinois  Mr.  White  served  as  trustee  of  his  township  in  that  state,  and 
was  also  a director  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a man  who  enjoys  a well 
won  success,  has  proved  trustworthy  in  all  his  relations  as  a business 
man  or  citizen  and  is  a valuable  factor  in  White  County  citizenship. 

Charles  S.  Preston.  Although  a comparatively  recent  acquisition  to 
the  citizenship  of  Monticello,  Charles  S.  Preston  has  already  accomplished 
much  as  a business  man,  in  public  life  and  as  a private  citizen.  When  he 
first  came  here  it  was  as  a school  teacher,  fresh  from  college  halls,  but 
since  that  time  he  has  developed  and  broadened  his  interests,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  the  secretary  of  the  Monticello  Herald  Company  and  the 
active  manager  of  the  publication. 

Mr.  Preston  is  a native  of  Indiana,  born  at  Cloverdale,  Putnam 
County,  March  28,  1881,  a son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Ella  J.  (Jones)  Preston, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  the  same  year  of  Mr.  Preston’s  birth,  while  the 
former  still  survives  and  makes  his  home  at  Cloverdale.  Charles  S. 
Preston  was  given  good  educational  advantages,  attending  the  public 
schools  of  Cloverdale  and  the  high  school  at  Greencastle,  Indiana,  and 
after  his  graduation  from  the  latter  entered  De  Pauw  University.  There 
he  was  not  only  a good  and  assiduous  student  but  also  entered  actively 
into  other  branches  of  college  life,  being  a member  of  the  ’varsity  foot- 
ball and  baseball  teams  and  a skilled  athlete,  as  well  as  being  admitted 
to  the  exclusive  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity.  Mr.  Preston  was  duly 
graduated  from  De  Pauw  in  1904,  and  in  1905  came  to  Monticello,  where 
in  August  of  the  same  year  he  became  a teacher  in  and  principal  of  the 
Monticello  High  School.  While  thus  engaged  he  was  constantly  on  the 
lookout  for  an  opening  in  a business  way,  although  he  continued  with 
his  educational  work  until  June,  1910,  when  he  became  his  party’s,  can- 
didate for  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court.  He  was  elected  to  this  office  in 
November  of  that  year,  and  so  satisfactory  were  his  services  that  in  No- 
vember, 1914,  he  received  the  re-election.  He  is  continuing  to  serve 
his  community  in  an  entirely  capable  and  conscientious  manner.  Mr. 
Preston  is  a republican  in  his  political  views,  has  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics  since  attaining  his  majority  and  is  known  as  one  of 
the  stirring  workers  of  his  party  at  Monticello,  where  he  wields  a strong 
influence.  On  January  1,  1915,  he  began  a business  career  here,  when 
he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Monticello  Herald  Company,  of  which  he 
became  secretary  at  that  time.  He  is  the  active  manager  of  this  con- 
cern, which  under  his  energetic  and  progressive  management  is  pro- 
gressing and  developing  rapidly.  He  has  also  interested  himself  in  a 
number  of  other  ventures,  and  at  this  time  is  a stockholder  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Monticello. 
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On  August  7,  1907,  Mr.  Preston  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Helen  Hurst,  daughter  of  Alfred  D.  and  Iva  (Bridges)  Hurst,  formerly 
of  Anderson,  Indiana,  and  now  both  deceased.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union:  Charles  S.,  Jr.,  born  June  1,  1911;  and  Joseph 

Dixon,  born  March  22,  1914.  While  Mr.  Preston  finds  his  chief  pleasure 
in  his  home,  he  is  also  fond  of  the  companionship  of  his  friends,  and  is 
a popular  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preston  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Jay  Bruce  YanBuskirk.  Nearly  all  the  work  of  importance  accom- 
plished by  civilized  white  men  in  White  County  is  comprised  within 
the  record  of  the  last  eighty  years.  There  are  a few  families  still  repre- 
sented whose  residence  and  activities'  are  coincident  with  this  period, 
and  among  them  is  that  of  YanBuskirk.  There  is  thus  a basis  of 
special  fitness,  apart  from  his  individual  qualifications  for  the  position, 
in  the  relationship  of  Jay  Bruce  YanBuskirk  to  the  White  County 
Historical  Society  as  its  secretary.  Mr.  YanBuskirk  is  himself  a 
native  of  White  County  and  was  born  at  Monticello,  November  5,  1850. 

While  it  is  not  possible  to  trace  his  lineage  in  direct  line  to  the  orig- 
inal American  ancestors,  there  is  considerable  evidence  favoring  his 
descent  from  a Danish  pioneer  who  settled  on  the  coast  of  New  Jersey 
about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  In  the  third  series  of  the 
collection  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Yolumes  3 and  4, 
Laurens  Andriessen,  a native  of  Denmark,  is  named  as  the  founder  of 
the  YanBuskirk  family  in  America.  He  was  a manufacturer  of  wooden 
shoes,  bowls  and  other  utensils.  He  came  to  America  in  1655,  after 
having  lived  in  Amsterdam,  Holland.  After  the  taking  of  New  Ams- 
terdam by  the  English  he  added  to  his  name  the  suffix  “ YanBoskerch,” 
meaning  “from  the  church  of  the  woods.”  About  four  years  after  his 
arrival  in  this  country  he  married  Jannetje  Jans,  widow  of  Christian 
Barentson.  By  this  marriage  he  had  four  sons — Andries,  Laurens, 
Pieter  and  Thomas.  All  of  these  sons  had  a number  of  children,  and 
within  a century  the  family  had  greatly  multiplied  and  was  scattered 
all  over  the  United  States.  Andriessen  held  a number  of  important 
positions  under  appointment  from  the  proprietors  of  New  Jersey.  He 
and  his  wife  died  in  1694  but  a few  months  apart. 

A widespread  tradition  among  the  YanBuskirk  family  takes  no 
account  of  the  Andriessen  story,  but  assigns  their  origin  to  three 
brothers  who  came  over  from  Holland  together  at  a later  date.  What- 
ever their  source  of  origin,  they  are  found  in  almost  every  state  of  the 
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Union,  some  of  them  still  carrying  the  full  name  of  YanBnskirk,  while 
others,  having  dropped  the  Van,  are  known  only  by  the  name  Bnskirk. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  White  County,  Indiana,  was  Zacha- 
riah  VanBuskirk,  father  of  Jay  Bruce  YanBuskirk.  Zachariah  was 
one  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  YanBuskirk 
in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  Of  John  YanBuskirk  little  is  known 
except  that  he  had  a brother  Isaac.  He  lived  near  Patterson  Creek 
in  the  western  part  of  Hampshire  County,  wdiich,  upon  the  division  of 
the  state,  became  Mineral  County,  West  Virginia.  His  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Welch,  whose  father,  Isaac  Welch,  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Isaac  Welch  was  born  in  1739,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  in  1776,  had  a family  and  was  living  in  Northumberland 
County,  Virginia.  He  enlisted  January  27,  1777,  as  a private  in 
Capt.  Thomas  Blackwell’s  company  of  foot  in  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, and  after  serving  successively  in  the  Tenth  and  Sixth  regiments 
and  a detachment  of  the  Second  Virginia  Brigade  his  name  was  still 
on  a muster  roll  of  January  28,  1780,  which  shows  his  term  of  service 
expiring  February  24th  of  that  year.  While  living  in  Hampshire 
County,  Virginia,  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he  was  granted 
a pension  of  $96  per  annum.  His  son  William,  who  lived  to  a great 
age,  was  a well  known  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  also  had  two  other  sons — Benjamin  and  Dempsey ; and  three  daugh- 
ters— Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  VanBuskirk;  Rayner,  wife  of  Thomas 
TIogan;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  Sylvester  Mott. 

Zachariah  VanBuskirk  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia, 
August  18,  1808.  His  education  was  meager,  being  obtained  mostly 
without  a teacher,  by  the  light  of  a pine  knot  in  the  fireplace,  as  he  lay, 
book  in  hand,  on  the  floor  of  his  rustic  Virginia  home.  He  came  to 
White  County,  Indiana,  in  1833  with  practically  no  possessions  but  the 
clothes  he  wore.  He  began  working  at  his  trade  as  a carpenter,  which 
he  followed  for  twenty- two  years  sometimes  in  the  employ  of  Jonathan 
Harbolt  or  other  pioneer  builders,  and  sometimes  as  a contractor.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  he  built  a residence  for  himself  on  lots  61  and  62,  a 
few  doors  south  of  the  public  square  on  Main  Street,  in  Monticello, 
Indiana,  which  still  remains  in  good  preservation,  though  removed  long 
since  to  a site  on  West  Jefferson  Street.  Being  a sufferer  from  asthma, 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  carpenter  trade,  and  in  later  years 
took  up  other  occupations.  For  several  years  he  followed  house  paint- 
ing, and  later  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  which  was  his  vocation 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  June  24,  1866.  He  was  at  that  time  in 
partnership  with  Matthew  Henderson. 

Zachariah  VanBuskirk  was  married  December  25,  1848,  to  Miss 
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Sarah  McMinn,  a school  teacher  who  had  come  to  Indiana  a few  years 
before  with  her  mother  and  brothers  from  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania, 
the  place  of  her  birth.  Before  coming  to  White  County  she  had  taught 
school  in  the  Wea  neighborhood  m Tippecanoe  County.  Her  mother, 
Mrs.  Leacy  McMinn,  was  a native  of  Ireland  and  was  a widow  at  the 
time  of  her  arrival  in  White  County.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Monticello,  November  24,  1857,  in  her  seventy-second  year. 
The  daughter  herself,  the  devoted  wife  and  mother  of  the  home,  died 
June  25,  1864,  leaving  a sainted  memory  to  this  day  to  those  still  living 
who  recall  her  devout  spirit,  her  life  of  sacrifice  for  her  household,  and 
her  unselfish  devotion  to  the  good  of  others. 

Mr.  VanBuskirk  being  a Virginian,  was  naturally  a democrat  in 
politics.  His  integrity  was  unquestioned,  and  on  several  occasions  his 
name  appeared  on  his  party  ticket  for  minor  offices.  During  his  earlier 
residence  in  the  county  he  was  county  assessor,  which  at  that  time 
meant  a canvass  of  the  whole  county  by  the  assessor  in  person.  He 
performed  this  duty  on  foot,  gaining,  in  addition  to  his  saving  of  livery 
hire,  a reputation  as  a pedestrian.  In  1859  he  was  elected  trustee  of 
Union  Township,  and  in  1864  coroner  of  the  county,  which  office  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  Presbyterians. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Zachariah  and  Sarah  VanBuskirk:  Jay 

Bruce,  William  Hays,  and  Leacy  Caroline.  The  last  named  died  in 
her  seventh  year.  Her  twin  brother,  William  H.,  removed  in  1874  to 
Elwood,  Indiana,  where  he  was  married  and  still  resides. 

Jay  B.  VanBuskirk,  the  older  son,  was  educated  in  the  Monticello 
schools  and  at  Asbury  University.  Being  at  first  inclined  to  the  study 
of  medicine,  he  read  one  year  with  Dr.  W.  S.  Haymond  and  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College.  At  this  time  an  oppor- 
tunity offered  to  enter  the  newspaper  field  by  buying  a half  interest 
in  the  Monticello  Herald,  and  in  November,  1874,  he  began  his  con- 
nection with  that  paper,  which  terminated  after  forty  years,  in  January, 
1915,  by  his  sale  of  the  Herald  office  to  the  Monticello  Herald  Company. 
Until  January,  1888,  he  was  associated  with  W.  J.  Huff  in  the  business, 
at  which  time  he  bought  Mr.  Huff’s  interest  and  continued  sole  owner 
until  1915,  a period  of  twenty-seven  years.  During  the  first  eleven 
years  of  his  connection  with  the  Herald  he  was  assistant  postmaster 
for  W.  J.  Huff,  postmaster,  and  again  from  January,  1898,  to  March, 
1903,  for  Postmaster  W.  W.  McColloch.  At  the  latter’s  death  he 
served  as  acting  postmaster  until  George  W.  Van  Alstine  was  com- 
missioned in  April,  1903,  remaining  by  agreement  in  the  office  six 
months  during  the  latter’s  administration.  During  four  years  of  this 
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time,  from  1900  to  1904,  the  Herald  was  conducted  by  Ed  F.  Newton 
under  lease. 

In  politics  Mr.  VanBuskirk  is  a republican.  His  church  is  the 
Methodist,  and  he  is  an  official  member  of  the  Monticello  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is 
secretary  of  the  White  County  Historical  Society.  During  most  of 
the  time  of  his,  newspaper  connection  he  was  secretary  of  the  White 
County  Republican  Central  Committee. 

At  Monticello,  November  25,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Coen,  daughter  of  James  S.  and  Eliza  Coen,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
still  living  in  Monticello.  Her  father  was  Benjamin  F.  Hosier,  of 
Fountain  County.  Two  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to  this  union, 
the  sons  dying  in  infancy.  The  daughter,  Sadie,  who  was  born  July  9, 
1883,  graduating  from  the  Monticello  High  School  in  1901,  and  after- 
ward attended  De  Pauw  University  and  the  Illinois  Woman’s  College. 
She  was  married  June  11,  1907,  to  John  T.  VanSant,  and  is  now  living 
in  New  York  City,  where  her  husband  is  a teacher  in  the  Horace  Mann 
School. 

John  A.  Batson.  Forty  years  a resident  of  White  County,  John 
A.  Batson  has  been  identified  with  varied  interests  in  Honey  Creek 
Township,  both  as  a merchant  and  as  a farmer. 

He  was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Michigan,  August  31,  1842,  a son 
of  William  and  Lorinda  (Robertson)  Batson.  His  father  was  of  Welsh 
and  his  mother  of  German  ancestry.  They  were  married  in  Henry 
County,  Indiana,  and  both  died  and  are  buried  in  Michigan. 

John  A.  Batson  was  one  of  a family  of  twelve  children.  His  youth  , 
was  spent  in  Michigan,  where  he  acquired  his  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  In  the 
spring  of  1875  he  came  into  White  County,  and  established  his  home 
at  Reynolds.  For  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  and 
was  also  a justice  of  the  peace  four  years.  In  1879  Mr.  Batson  was 
admitted  to  the  practice  of  law,  but  has  not  been  steadily  identified 
with  that  profession.  From  1884  to  1894,  he  was  traveling  representa- 
tive for  the  Heath  & Milligan  Company,  paint  manufacturers  of  Chi- 
cago. He  now  has  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the  community,  208  acres 
lying  in  Big  Creek  Township,  and  he  has  erected  thereon  one  of  the  most 
sanitary  and  up-to-date  barns  in  Western  Indiana.  In  addition  he  also 
has  a block  of  five  lots  and  two  residences,  Mr.  Batson  is  a man  of 
research,  a reader  and  thinker,  and  he  has  aimed  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
times. 

Mr.  Batson  is  a republican  in  politics,  and  takes  a keen  interest  in 
local  and  national  affairs.  On  September  16,  1872,  he  married  Marian 
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H.  Beam,  daughter  of  John  Q.  Beam  and  Hannah  M.  (Wheeler)  Beam. 
To  their  union  were  born  two  children:  John  B.,  who  died  in  1892; 
and  Lula  B.,  the  wife  of  Arthur  H.  Rice  of  South  Bend,  and  the  mother 
of  one  daughter,  Zelda.  Mr.  Batson  is  a charter  member  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Masons  at  Monticello. 

Capt.  Patrick  Hays.  When  Captain  Hays  came  into  White  County 
to  become  a permanent  resident  in  the  Idaville  community,  though 
only  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  bore  the  distinguishing  marks 
of  a long  army  service  and  for  about  a year  had  held  a captain’s  com- 
mission in  the  Union  army.  In  the  past  half  century  he  has  lived  with 
honored  usefulness  in  the  county,  and  no  man  enjoys  and  better  de- 
serves the  esteem  of  a greater  number  of  people  in  the  county  than  this 
veteran  of  the  great  war  between  the  states. 

Captain  Hays  was  born  at  Nenagh,  in  Tipperary  County,  Ireland, 
March  3,  1843,  a son  of  Andrew  and  Johanna  (Quinlan)  Hays.  In 
1845  the  family  set  out  for  America,  locating  first  in  Dundas,  Canada, 
and  after  moving  to  the  United  States  in  several  places,  but  finally 
settled  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana.  Andrew  Hays  died  at  Niles,  Michi- 
gan, and  his  wife  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  Andrew  Hays  was  also  a soldier 
in  the  Union  army  and  for  three  years  was  in  Company  B of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  known  as  the  “Wild  Irish  Regiment.” 
The  children  of  Andrew  and  wife  were:  Patrick;  Mary,  who  is  living 

in  Indianapolis;  and  Catherine  and  Margaret,  both  deceased. 

There  was  a good  deal  of  hardship  in  the  early  life  of  Captain 
Hays.  When  eleven  years  old  he  was  “bound  out”  and  for  several 
years  lived  in  the  family  of  Job  Northam,  eight  miles  south  of  LaPorte, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  employed  on  a farm  and  for  about  one  year 
with  a railroad  section  gang.  During  all  his  life  in  White  County 
Captain  Hays  has  passed  as  a man  of  good  education,  and  yet  as  a 
boy  he  attended  the  common  schools  very  little  and  got  most  of  his 
training  while  in  the  army.  While  a soldier,  and  in  fact  throughout 
the  rest  of  his  life,  he  has  been  constantly  going  ahead,  and  has  learned 
all  that  was  requisite  for  his  advancement  as  he  needed  it.  Before 
entering  the  army  he  began  learning  the  shoemaker’s  trade  with  George 
Thomas  at  Medaryville,  in  Pulaski  County.  Six  or  seven  months  later 
he  abandoned  the  apprenticeship  in  order  to  enlist  at  Medaryville  on 
August  22,  1861,  and  about  one  month  later  was  mustered  in  at  LaPorte 
in  Captain  Allen’s  Company  C of  the  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  was  sent  to  Indianapolis,  and  thence  to  Mumfordsville 
on  the  Tennessee  River,  where  his  command  was  organized  as  a part 
of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  afterward  known  as  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
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berland,  under  General  Buell.  The  late  General  Lawton  was  in  the 
same  brigade  with  Captain  Hays.  At  the  end  of  three  years  Captain 
Hays  re-enlisted  with  the  regiment  for  the  remainder  of  the  war.  At 
the  beginning  of  his  service  his  command  marched  through  Nashville 
and  arrived  at  Shiloh  in  time  to  participate  in  the  second  day  of  that 
great  battle.  From  that  time  on  he  participated  in  almost  every  battle 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  until  on  the  field  of  Chickamauga 
he  was  twice  wounded.  While  recuperating  he  was  sent  on  recruiting 
duty  in  Pulaski  County  and  succeeded  in  getting  twenty-two  men.  He 
filled  up  the  quota  of  three  townships  and  thus  enabled  those  communi- 
ties to  avoid  a draft.  In  April,  1864,  he  joined  the  army  as  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  from  that  time  on  participated  in  a number  of  battles  and 
skirmishes.  He  was  finally  mustered  out  and  given  his  honorable  dis- 
charge at  Marietta,  Georgia,  November  9,  1865,  more  than  four  years 
after  his  first  enlistment.  From  time  to  time  his  services  were  given 
merited  advancement.  He  was  made  corporal  in  February,  1862,  fifth 
sergeant  in  May,  1862,  orderly  sergeant  February  15,  1863,  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  April  11,  1864,  and  was  captain  from  Novem- 
ber 1,  1864,  until  the  end  of  the  war.  After  the  war  Captain  Hays 
determined  to  finish  his  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  In 
the  meantime  his  employer,  George  Thomas,  had  moved  to  Jackson 
Township,  in  White  County,  and  thus  the  young  soldier  became  iden- 
tified with  that  section  of  Indiana  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home. 
In  January,  1870,  Captain  Hays  married  Lauretta  Irelan.  The  Ire- 
lans  were  pioneer  settlers  in  White  County.  Mrs.  Hays  died  at  Ida- 
ville,  February  3,  1893.  In  June,  1894,  he  married  Elle  Fry,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Fry,  also  an  early  settler. 

Having  mastered  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  Captain  Hays  steadily 
worked  in  that  vocation  until  about  1875.  From  that  he  transferred 
his  attention  to  merchandising  at  Idaville,  and  acquired  large  and 
substantial  interests  as  a merchant  and  farmer,  his  business  career 
being  continued  until  his  retirement  in  1900.  He  owns  a couple  of 
hundred  acres  of  land,  considerable  town  property,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  White  County. 

As  a democrat,  Captain  Hays  has  long  been  the  recognized  leader  of 
his  party  in  the  country  around  Idaville.  He  served  on  party  com- 
mittees a number  of  times,  but  has  never  been  in  politics  for  gain,  and 
his  many  friends  testify  to  his  disinterested  service.  At  one  time  or 
another  he  has  been  offered  almost  every  office  in  the  county.  He  was 
elected  and  served  three  years,  from  1909  to  1912,  as  county  commis- 
sioner, and  in  1912  was  elected  state  representative  from  Caspar  and 
White  counties,  and  served  in  the  Legislature  of  1913-14.  This  was 
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an  honor  which  he  accepted  with  reluctance,  and  it  was  practically 
forced  on  him.  Mrs.  Hays  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  God  at  Ida- 
ville,  but  his  only  fraternal  association  is  with  the  Grand  Army  Post 
at  Monticello.  His  religion  is  to  do  right,  and  few  men  have  better 
fulfilled  the  scriptural  injunction  to  walk  uprightly  and  do  good. 
There  are  few  men  in  that  part  of  the  county  who  have  given  more 
liberal  assistance  to  poor  people  and  unfortunate  than  Captain  Hays. 

James  D.  Brown.  A community  prospers  and  grows  in  proportion 
as  it  contains  men  of  enterprise  and  liberal  progressiveness  in  its  pop- 
ulation. During  the  last  twenty  years  one  of  the  lantern-bearers  of 
progress  in  the  community  of  Burnettsville  has  been  James  D.  Brown, 
whose  activities,  while  mainly  associated  with  the  drug  business,  have 
also  been  a factor  in  other  important  developments,  and  when  help  is 
needed  in  a movement  that  requires  co-operation  and  the  combined 
resources  of  many  he  is  always  quick  and  liberal  in  his  response. 

This  branch  of  the  Brown  family  has  been  identified  with  White 
County  more  than  fifty  years,  and  members  of  several  generations  have 
contributed  their  labor  and  influence  to  local  affairs. 

It  was  in  1852  that  George  Washington  Brown,  grandfather  of  the 
Burnettsville  merchant,  moved  from  Bradford,  Ohio,  to  Liberty  Town- 
ship, in  White  County.  For  about  two  years  he  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Norway,  and  then  moved  to  the  old  Brown  farm  about  a mile  south  and 
a half  mile  west  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Tippecanoe  River.  By  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Wilburn  he  was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Late  in  life  George  W.  Brown  moved  to  Attica, 
Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a whig,  and  later  joined  the  grand  old  republican  party.  He 
was  rather  successful  as  a farmer  and  was  able  to  provide  an  abundance 
for  his  numerous  children.  It  was  a record  to  be  proud  of  that  he  had 
seven  sons  in  the  Civil  war  at  the  same  time.  He  was  noted  for  his 
generosity,  and  besides  his  own  children  he  reared  one  of  his  grand- 
sons, and  at  different  times  provided  homes  for  several  orphan  children. 
He  was  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

Curtis  Henry  Brown,  who  was  the  tenth  in  the  family  of  children 
of  George  W.  Brown,  was  born  near  Bradford,  Ohio,  May  12,  1849, 
and  was  only  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Liberty  Township. 
He  lived  on  the  old  farm  and  when  only  fourteen  years  of  age 
enlisted  in  Company  F of  the  One  Hundred  Twenty-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry.  His  service  continued  until  April,  1866,  about  a year 
after  Lee’s  surrender,  and  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
when  still  a boy  in  years.  After  returning  from  the  army  he 
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lived  with  his  brother  James  for  several  years.  After  his  marriage, 
in  1870,  he  spent  a few  years  as  a farmer,  then  moved  to  Idaville, 
where  he  became  foreman  of  a railroad  section  gang,  and  about  1881 
moved  to  Burnettsville.  He  continued  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad 
for  about  twenty  years.  In  politics  he  was  a republican,  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  not  members  of  any  church.  He  was  affiliated  with  Bur- 
netts Creek  Lodge,  No.  740,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  went  through  the  chairs  of  the  lodges  at  Idaville  and  Burnetts 
Creek.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the  family  home  in  Burnettsville. 
Curtis  H.  Brown  owned  eighty  acres  of  land  and  had  considerable 
town  property.  Public  honors  were  also  bestowed  upon  him,  and  in 
1890  he  was  elected  township  assessor  on  the  republican  ticket  by 
a majority  of  one,  at  a time  when  the  township  was  regularly  demo- 
cratic. On  December  1,  1870,  he  married  Goretta  L.  Shoop.  The 
Shoop  family  came  originally  from  Pennsylvania.  To  their  marriage 
were  born  five  children:  One  son  that  died  in  infancy;  Charles  J., 

who  lives  in  San  Diego,  California,  and  has  a wife  and  one  living 
daughter;  James  D. ; Clinton  E.,  who  lives  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and 
married  Maggie  Shell;  Cecil  M.,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Jefferson 
Township  of  Cass  County. 

James  D.  Brown  was  born  at  Idaville  April  26,  1875.  After  getting 
himself  established  in  a business  way  he  was  married  on  March  22, 
1900,  to  Maude  Bishop,  a daughter  of  Peter  F.  and  Mary  (King) 
Bishop.  The  Bishop  family  have  long  been  identified  with  Jackson 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  one  child,  J.  Clayton,  who  is 
now  being  carefully  reared  and  attending  school  at  Burnettsville. 

Since  he  was  about  six  years  of  age  Mr.  Brown  has  lived  in  Burnetts- 
ville, and  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  village.  His  first  experi- 
ence in  a business  way  gave  him  an  opening  to  his  permanent  career. 
He  was  clerk  in  J.  W.  Schneider’s  drug  store  at  Burnettsville,  and 
later  left  the  store  to  take  a course  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  at  Purdue 
University,  where  he  was  graduated  Ph.  G.  with  the  class  of  1895. 
Following  this,  he  was  employed  for  eight  months  at  Alexandria,  and 
then  bought  out  J.  W.  Schneider’s  drug  store  at  Burnettsville  in  the 
fall  of  1896.  This  has  since  been  his  principal  business  and  he  has 
conducted  a fine  store  and  is  one  of  the  most  capable  pharmacists  in 
White  County.  This  does  not  complete  his  business  record,  since  from 
time  to  time  he  has  acquired  other  influential  connections,  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  at  Burnettsville  and  has  been  a director 
in  that  institution  since  its  organization.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
and  a director  of  the  Burnettsville  Elevator  Company  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  that  company  on  July  1,  1911.  The  company  has  a 
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capital  stock  of  $14,000,  and  its  operations  have  been  an  important 
factor  in  making  Burnettsville  a center  of  trade  in  a wealthy  farming 
district.  He  also  owns  considerable  town  property  in  the  village,  and 
has  recently  completed  a new  home,  the  best  and  most  modern  resi- 
dence in  the  town.  It  has  all  the  conveniences  and  facilities  of  a city 
place,  with  an  individual  light  plant  and  waterworks.  Several  years 
ago  Mr.  Brown  bought  a portion  of  the  Hanna  estate  and  has  put  on 
the  market  Brown’s  Addition  to  Burnettsville. 

In  a civic  capacity  Mr.  Brown  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
republican  politics,  but  has  accepted  office  more  for  the  opportunity  it 
affords  to  perform  good  service  to  the  community  than  as  a reward  of 
political  activity.  For  seven  years  he  served  as  town  treasurer,  and  ^ 
for  the  past  five  years  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  and  is 
now  its  treasurer.  He  is  not  a member  of  any  church,  though  he  gives 
liberally  to  the  Baptist  denomination,  of  which  his  wife  is  a member. 

Jacob  E.  Million.  When  White  County  was  still  in  the  early  stages 
of  development  it  received  a substantial  addition  to  its  sturdy  pioneer 
stock  in  members  of  the  Million  family,  who  made  homes  here,  helped  to 
clear  up  and  cultivate  the  land,  have  walked  uprightly  and  done  good 
both  to  themselves  and  others,  and  have  made  their  presence  one  of 
varied  benefit  to  the  community.  One  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
in  the  Burnettsville  community  is  Jacob  E.  Million  whose  possessions  and 
activities  constitute  him  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality. 

His  parents  were  Ephraim  and  Martha  (Elmore)  Million,  who  back 
in  the  early  days  moved  from  Miami  County,  Ohio,  to  a location  ten  miles 
south  of  Lafayette,  and  from  there  came  to  White  County,  locating  on 
160  acres  in  section  24  of  Jackson  Township.  Ephraim  Million  had  the 
energy  and  ability  to  make  a success  in  a new  country,  and  by  farming 
and  intelligent  management  had  acquired  more  than  580  acres  of  land  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  December 
11,  1811,  and  on  November  2,  1847,  was  killed  in  a runaway  while  coming 
home  from  Logansport.  He  was  married  August  27,  1829,  and  was  the 
father  of  eight  children:  John,  deceased;  Anderson,  who  lives  in  Taylor 
County,  Iowa;  William,  deceased;  Phoebe,  deceased;  Robert,  deceased; 
Francis  M.,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  and  Jacob  E. 

Jacob  E.  Million  was  born  August  28,  1847,  only  a few  weeks  before 
the  unfortunate  death  of  his  father.  He  grew  up  in  the  home  of  his  wid- 
owed mother  in  Jackson  Township,  and  attended  some  of  the  early  schools 
taught  in  White  County.  He  completed  his  education  at  Burnettsville 
Academy,  and  since  leaving  school  has  applied  himself  with  the  energy 
characteristic  of  the  family  to  farming  pursuits.  He  is  now  the  owner 
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of  a fine  place  of  240  acres,  and  lias  considerable  town  property  at  Bur- 
nettsville. 

Early  in  his  independent  career  Mr.  Million  married  Miss  Sadie 
Bishop,  a daughter  of  James  Bishop.  The  Bishop  family  belongs  among 
White  County’s  pioneers.  To  this  marriage  were  born  four  children: 
Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Marion  Hanna  and  of  their  eight  children  six  are 
still  living;  Jane,  first  married  John  Galbreath  and  her  present  husband 
is  Charles  Moore  of  Burnettsville ; Frankie  married  Charles  Sheets  of 
Saratoga,  Indiana,  and  they  have  four  children;  Manford,  who  lives  at 
home  with  his  father,  married  Victoria  Sheets,  and  their  four  children 
are  named,  Iona,  Elsie,  Bertha  and  Blake.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  Mr.  Million  married  Amanda  Bishop,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Jane 
Bishop.  His  present  wife  before  her  marriage  was  Melissa  Delzell,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Rosie  (Carson)  Delzell  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of 
Carroll  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Million  now  reside  in  one  of  the  attractive 
and  comfortable  homes  of  Burnettsville. 

Ephraim  Million  was  a democrat,  served  one  term  as  township  trus- 
tee in  the  early  days,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  Methodists  and  among  the 
founders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Burnettsville.  Jacob  E. 
Million  has  followed  his  father  in  politics,  but  lias  never  cared  for  public 
office.  He  has  been  a liberal  contributor  to  church  and  to  community 
improvement,  and  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  God,  while  his  present 
wife  is  a United  Presbyterian.  Mr.  Million  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Burnettsville  Lodge  No.  663,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  his  second  wife 
was  affiliated  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  all  his  varied  rela- 
tions he  has  maintained  the  high  standard  of  conduct  and  accomplish- 
ment that  belongs  with  the  record  of  the  Million  family  in  White  County. 

Thomas  W.  Sleeth.  One  of  the  old  and  honored  -residents  of 
Brookston,  whose  memory  goes  back  to  the  time  when  he  picked  straw- 
berries on  the  present  site  of  this  thriving  little  city,  Thomas  W.  Sleeth 
is  now  living  in  retirement  after  many  years  passed  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  White  County.  A resident  of  this  county  since  his  infancy, 
his  life  has  been  passed  within  its  borders,  and  he  has  seen  and  taken 
part  in  the  activities  which  have  transformed  this  part  of  Indiana  into 
one  of  the  most  fertile  sections  of  the  great  Middle  West. 

Mr.  Sleeth  was  born  August  24,  1840,  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  a 
son  of  Alvin  and  Eliza  Ann  (Fauquier)  Sleeth.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  belonging  to  a family  which  originated  in  Scotland,  where  the 
name  was  spelled  Leeth,  but  which  was  changed  to  Sleeth  in  Ireland. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  Thomas  Sleeth,  was  born  in  County 
Armagh,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  about  the  year  1756,  landing 
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at  Jamestown,  Virginia,  where  Alexander  Sleeth  was  born.  He  subse- 
quently moved  to  what  is  now  Harrison  County,  West  Virginia.  In 
the  Revolution  he  was  with  a regiment  of  Virginia  infantry  till  the  end 
of  the  war.  The  family  was  taken  to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  by  grand- 
father Thomas  Sleeth  in  1810,  who  was  an  infantry  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  who  subsequently  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in 
1839,  and  settled  in  Prairie  Township,  where  he  built  one  of  the  first 
frame  houses  erected. 

Alvin  Sleeth  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  December  12,  1812, 
and  on  first  coming  to  White  County  settled  in  Prairie  Township  in 
1841.  In  the  spring  of  1845  he  purchased  a farm  of  120  acres  in  sec- 
tion 24,  township  25,  range  4 Prairie  Township,  a farm  which  is  now 
owned  by  his  son,  Thomas  W.,  but  he  did  not  live  long  thereafter,  pass- 
ing away  September  29,  1846.  He  was  an  old  line  whig  in  his  political 
views,  and  his  religious  connection  was  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Sleeth  was  married  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  to  Eliza  Ann 
Fauquier,  a member  of  a family  of  English  origin,  and  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Phoebe  (Hathaway)  Fauquier,  and  to  this  union  there 
were  born  two  sons,  Thomas  W.  and  William  H.  Alvin  Sleeth  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Pretty  Prairie  Cemetery,  while  the  mother  survived  him  many 
years,  reared  her  boys  to  manhood  and  brought  them  up  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  probity,  and  died  January  24,  1892,  after  a full  and  useful 
life,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Thomas  W.  Sleeth  was  one  year  old  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  White  County,  and  his  education  was  secured  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  country  districts.  When  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  had  just  about 
attained  his  majority,  and  October  5,  1861,  enlisted  in  the  Forty-sixth 
Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a private  in  the  company,  A, 
of  Capt.  John  H.  Gould,  of  Delphi.  During  the  next  thirty-seven 
months  he  served  with  that  famous  and  hard-fighting  organization, 
being  honorably  discharged  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  December  1, 
1864.  His  military  career  was  one  filled  with  much  active  service  and 
he  participated  in  many  sanguine  battles,  in  which  he  bore  himself  as 
a brave,  capable  and  faithful  soldier.  At  the  great  battle  of  Champion 
Hills  he  received  two  wounds,  the  scars  of  which  he  carries  to  this  day. 

His  military  service  completed,  Mr.  Sleeth  returned  to  the  farm, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  his  active  career  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  pursuits  of  the  soil,  winning  success  as  a general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  his  farm  of  160  acres,  located  in  Prairie  Township.  He  has 
lived  in  his  comfortable  home  since  his  retirement  in  1913.  Many  years 
have  passed  since  his  boyhood  here,  but  he  still  remembers  the  straw- 
berry patches  on  the  present  site  of  Brookston,  at  a time  when  he  was 
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compelled  to  go  to  Pittsburg,  Carroll  County,  for  his  nearest  trading 
point.  He  is  a member  of  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  289,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
at  Brookston.  He  is  a republican  in  his  political  views  but  has  been 
content  to  remain  simply  a voter,  his  only  appearance  as  a candidate 
being  when  he  was  his  party’s  nominee  for  the  office  of  county  treasurer. 

Mr.  Sleeth  married  Miss  Susanna  J.  Barr,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and 
Margaret  Barr,  early  settlers  of  White  County,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  Barr,  who  donated  a part  of  the  land  on  which  the  Town  of  Mon- 
ticello  now  stands.  One  child  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sleeth,  both 
mother  and  child  dying  at  its  birth.  He  was  married  the  second  time 
to  Miss  Feddie  K.  Cox,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane  (Newell)  Cox, 
and  granddaughter  of  Robert  Newell,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Prairie  Township,  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  White  County, 
serving  for  a time  subsequently  as  county  commissioner. 

William  H.  Sleeth,  brother  of  Thomas  W.  Sleeth  and  son  of  Alvin 
and  Eliza  Ann  (Fauquier)  Sleeth,  was  born  May  20,  1843,  on  his  par- 
ents’ farm  on  section  26,  range  4,  Prairie  Township,  White  County, 
Indiana.  Throughout  his  active  career  he  was  a farmer,  but  in  1889 
retired  and  moved  to  Brookston,  where  he  has  considerable  realty  hold- 
ings, as  well  as  some  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Brookston.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1873  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Barr,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Maria  M. 
Barr,  early  settlers  of  White  County,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children:  Charles  M.,  an  engineer  on  the  M.  & St.  L.  Railway, 

living  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  has  two  children,  John  W.  and  Paul  H. ; and 
Laura  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Linderman,  of  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
and  has  two  children,  Alma  Pauline  and  Lyman  S. 

On  August  12,  1862,  William  H.  Sleeth  followed  his  brother  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Union  army  for  service  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
in  Company  D,  Twelfth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  an  organization 
with  which  he  served  for  thirty-five  months.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Resaca,  May  13,  1864,  following  which  he  was  confined  to  the 
hospital  for  thirteen  months,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  July  2,  1865.  Other  noted  battles  in  which  he 
participated  were  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Chattanooga  and  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  he  also  fought  through  the  Atlanta  campaign,  his  war 
record  being  an  admirable  one.  He  has  always  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party,  and  has  held  several  public  offices, 
being  postmaster  of  Brookston  from  1890  to  1894,  and  township  trustee 
from  November,  1900,  until  January,  1905.  His  fraternal  connection 
is  with  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  289,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Brookston. 

William  Beshoar.  One  of  the  solid  and  reliable  business  men  of 
Burnettsville  is  William  Beshoar,  a representative  of  the  Beshoar 
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family  which  was  established  in  White  County  half  a century  ago  and 
which  has  a numerous  relationship  with  the  present  generation  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Beshoar  has  had  a somewhat  varied  business  experience, 
but  his  life  has  been  one  of  a rising  scale  of  prosperity,  and  he  has 
handled  with  fidelity  and  efficiency  each  issue  as  it  has  been  presented. 
For  a number  of  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
Burnettsville. 

It  is  a fact  of  some  interest  that  William  Beshoar  was  the  nineteenth 
child  of  his  father,  and  was  the  only  one  of  this  large  family  of  children 
born  in  White  County.  He  was  born  February  11,  1866,  at  the  Beshoar 
homestead  in  Union  Township,  north  of  Monticello.  His  parents  were 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Smith)  Beshoar.  His  father  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  15,  1805  of  French  lineage,  was  a man  of  excellent  ability, 
and  in  Pennsylvania  had  some  reputation  as  a linguist,  frequently 
acting  as  interpreter  for  the  local  courts,  having  a command  of  the 
French  and  German,  as  well  as  the  English  language.  On  March  15, 
1865,  he  arrived  with  his  family  in  White  County,  and  a few  months 
later  died  at  his  farm  north  of  Monticello,  October  27,  1865.  Daniel 
Beshoar  was  first  married  March  20,  1828,  to  Susanna  Rothrock,  who 
died  December  18,  1847,  having  been  the  mother  of  ten  children.  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Smith)  Beshoar  were  married  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  12,  1849.  She  was  bom  January  12,  1831,  and  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  passing  away  October  12,  1905,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  By  the  second  marriage  Daniel  Beshoar  had  nine  chil- 
dren : Daniel,  a well  known  citizen  of  Monticello ; Adaline,  who  died 
in  girlhood;  Emma,  who  died  in  infancy;  James,  who  was  born  in 
1854 ; Margaret,  born  in  1857 ; Hiram,  one  of  the  active  business  men 
of  Burnettsville;  Albert,  who  died  in  early  boyhood;  Alice,  bom  in 
1864;  and  William. 

William  Beshoar  lived  on  the  old  farm  north  of  Monticello  with  his 
mother  until  she  removed  to  Burnettsville  in  the  spring  of  1870.  There 
he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  for  a time  was  a student  in  the 
Valparaiso  Normal  School.  Among  the  early  experiences  of  his  career 
was  a service  as  a teacher,  and  for  about  six  months  he  was  connected 
with  the  United  States  marshal ’s  office  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  re- 
signed and  returned  to  Burnettsville. 

On  March  1,  1893,  Mr.  Beshoar  married  Olive  Perry,  a daughter  of 
Francis  L.  and  Adaline  (Good)  Perry.  The  Perry  family  has  been 
identified  with  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  since  the  very  earliest  period 
of  settlement.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beshoar  have  one  child,  Guyneth  Olive. 
Following  his  marriage,  for  two  years  Mr.  Beshoar  was  a practical 
farmer  in  White  County,  and  subsequently  was  in  the  insurance  busi- 
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ness  for  a time  under  James  McBeth.  On  May  17,  1897,  he  was  com- 
missioned postmaster  of  Burnetts  Creek,  and  was  in  charge  of  that 
office  for  almost  eight  years,  finally  resigning  in  favor  of  his  brother 
Hiram,  his  successor,  in  April,  1905.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Beshoar 
had  become  identified  with  general  merchandising  at  Burnettsville  as 
early  as  1901,  and  after  leaving  the  postoffice  he  gave  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  the  flourishing  general  store  which  he  now  conducts 
in  that  village.  As  a merchant  he  is  known  over  a wide  scope  of  coun- 
try around  Burnettsville,  and  his  straightforward  business  methods 
have  gained  him  a large  patronage.  For  about  three  years  prior  to 
establishing  the  store  at  Burnettsville  in  1901  he  was  associated  with 
his  brother  Hiram  in  operating  a grain  elevator. 

While  Mr.  B'eshoar  has  performed  considerable  public  service,  he 
has  never  been  a seeker  of  office;  rather  the  office  has  sought  him.  He 
is  a republican,  and  has  served  as  town  clerk  of  Burnettsville.  Besides 
his  business  he  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land  and  also  has  several 
pieces  of  town  property.  Mrs.  Beshoar  is  a member  of  the  Church  of 
God,  or  New  Dunkards.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Burnettsville 
Lodge,  No.  663,  F.  & A.  M.,  which  he  has  served  as  Worshipful  Master, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  at 
Monticello. 

State  Bank  of  Burnettsville.  What  is  now  one  of  the  most 
notable  banking  organizations  of  White  County  was  started  as  a pri- 
vate bank  in  August,  1902,  under  the  name  Bank  of  Burnettsville,  by 
W.  C.  Thomas  and  J.  C.  Duffey.  Under  this  co-partnership  the  capital 
stock  was  $10,000,  and  a building  was  specially  erected  for  the  pur- 
poses and  uses  of  the  bank.  Mr.  J.  C.  Duffey  was  the  first  cashier.  In 
July,  1907,  the  private  organization  was  succeeded  by  the  State  Bank 
of  Burnettsville,  operating  under  a state  charter  and  beginning  with  a 
paid-up  capital  of  $25,000.  August  1,  1912,  the  capital  was  increased 
to  $30,000. 

The  stockholders  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation  were : J.  C.  Duffey, 
W.  C.  Thomas,  L.  A.  Goddard,  the  prominent  Chicago  banker  and  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Bank  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Walter  McBeth,  F.  A.  Duffey, 
James  D.  Brown,  C.  M.  Mertz,  J.  J.  Buchanan,  Frank  Davis,  T.  F. 
Pierce,  J.  W.  Foust,  F.  S.  Girard,  R.  C.  Marsh,  H.  H.  Marsh,  A.  C. 
ITufford,  C.  B.  Watts,  Floyd  Million,  A.  A.  McLeland,  J.  M.  Love, 
Turpie  Saunders.  The  first  set  of  officers  were:  W.  C.  Thomas,  presi- 
dent; E.  B.  Thomas,  vice  president;  J.  C.  Duffey,  cashier;  and  F.  A. 
Duffey,  assistant  cashier.  The  original  directors  were:  W.  C.  Thomas, 
J.  C.  Duffey,  F.  A.  Duffey,  James  D.  Brown,  C.  M.  Mertz,  T.  F.  Pierce. 
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In  July,  1913,  Mr.  J.  C.  Duffey  was  made  president,  while  F.  A. 
Duffey  succeeded  him  as  cashier;  W.  C.  Thomas  became  vice  president, 
while  E.  B.  Thomas  retired  from  the  official  position  he  had  formerly 
held,  though  still  keeping  his  stock.  The  directors  are  still  as  at  the 
time  of  incorporation. 

The  Bank  of  Burnettsville  has  made  steady  gains  since  incorpora- 
tion, and  has  regularly  paid  6 per  cent  dividends  semi-annually.  What 
little  stock  has  been  sold  has  commanded  prices  of  $200  a share,  and 
that  fact  alone  indicates  the  exceptional  prosperity  of  the  institution. 
At  the  present  time  the  bank  has  a surplus  of  $8,500. 

A list  of  the  stockholders  in  this  bank  at  the  present  time  contains 
the  following  names:  J.  C.  Duffey,  W.  C.  Thomas,  E.  B.  Thomas,  F.  A. 
Duffey,  James  D.  Brown,  T.  F.  Pierce,  C.  M.  Mertz,  J.  J.  Buchanan, 
Frank  Davis,  J.  W.  Foust,  F.  S.  Girard,  H.  H.  Marsh,  A.  C.  Hufford, 
C.  B.  Watts,  A.  A.  McLeland,  Wilbur  Crowell,  C.  E.  Girard,  Turpie 
Saunders,  L.  A.  Goddard,  Milt  Crowell,  Milt  K.  Reiff,  J.  R.  Doan, 
F.  C.  Gibson,  Elliott  Crowell,  John  Gorman,  Harry  Showalter  and 
Walter  McBeth. 

John  C.  Duffey.  One  of  the  founders  and  now  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Burnettsville,  John  C.  Duffey,  has  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Northern  Indiana,  and  prior  to  taking  up  his  career  as  a success- 
ful banker  was  identified  with  farming  and  merchandising. 

John  C.  Duffey  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township,  of  Cass  County, 
Indiana,  October  19,  1860.  His  father,  James  Duffey,  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  a son  of  Andrew  Duffey.  Andrew  Duffey  came  from 
southern  Ireland,  and  after  living  a while  in  New  York,  moved  to 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin.  James  Duffey  took  up  the  business  of  railroad 
contractor,  and  it  was  his  business  in  that  line  which  brought  him  in 
1859  to  Indiana.  He  settled  in  Cass  County  and  married  there  Maria 
Carson,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Ellen  Carson.  The  Carson  family 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Clinton  County,  Indiana,  about  1851,  and 
in  1856  removed  to  Cass  County.  James  Duffey,  following  his  mar- 
riage, located  on  a farm  a mile  and  a half  east  of  Burnettsville.  During 
the  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  D of  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  a soldier  for  about  one  year,  until  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  illness.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  the  farm, 
and  about  1868  established  a general  merchandise  store  at  Lake  Cicott, 
in  Cass  County.  Some  four  years  later  he  returned  to  the  farm  and 
spent  practically  the  rest  of  his  life  as  a farmer.  About  two  years 
before  his  death  he  moved  out  to  Nebraska,  and  died  at  Friend  in  that 
state,  in  April,  1887.  His  children  were : John  Carson,  now  president 
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of  the  State  Bank  of  Burnettsville.  Edward,  who  is  a traveling  sales- 
man and  lives  at  Logansport,  married  Lavina  Burkett,  and  of  their 
four  children  the  three  living  are:  Harry  and  Thomas,  both  un- 

married; and  Blanche,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Linton,  living  at 
Logansport,  and  the  mother  of  two  children,  one  of  them  deceased  and 
the  other  named  Margaret.  Andrew,  the  third  in  the  family,  is  un- 
married and  lives  at  Denver,  Colorado.  Alice  is  the  wife  of  F.  L. 
Vanatta,  of  Perry,  Oklahoma,  and  they  have  a daughter  named  Nellie. 

James  Duffey  was  a Catholic  in  his  religious  affiliation,  while  his 
wife  was  a Universalist.  In  politics  he  was  one  of  the  strong  and  ardent 
adherents  of  the  democratic  party.  During  his  residence  in  Cass 
County  he  served  about  six  years  as  trustee  of  Jefferson  Township, 
and  was  once  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  county  treasurer.  In 
business  he  met  with  considerable  success  and  owned  a large  amount  of 
farm  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a man  of  exemplary 
habits  and  a valuable  citizen  in  whatever  community  he  lived.  He 
was  buried  near  Friend,  Nebraska. 

John  C.  Duffey  spent  his  youth  on  a farm  until  1879,  attending  the 
district  schools  in  the  meantime,  after  which  for  two  years  he  had  busi- 
ness training  as  an  employe  in  the  stores  of  McCaffrey  & Dolan  at 
Logansport.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm,  and  on  October  20,  1883, 
married  Mattie  Chilcott,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  J.  (Banta)  Chil- 
cott,  who  were  a family  of  early  settlers  in  Cass  County.  To  their 
marriage  have  been  born  seven  children.  Fred  A.,  the  oldest,  is  cashier 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Burnettsville,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Mary  Marsh 
has  four  children:  John  Irving;  Thomas  E.;  Lois,  who  died  in  infancy; 
and  Miriam  E.  Nellie,  the  second  child,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  H.  Marsh, 
a resident  of  Paxton,  Illinois,  and  has  two  children,  John  D.  and  Alice. 
James  T.,  who  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  employed  by  the  New 
York  Central  Lines,  married  Fern  Callaway  of  Cass  County.  John  C., 
Jr.,  now  assistant  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burnettsville,  married  Victoria 
M.  Pierce.  Ruth,  who  is  living  at  home,  is  teacher  in  the  primary  de- 
partment at  Burnettsville.  George,  a resident  of  Burnettsville,  married 
Mary  Watts,  and  has  one  child,  Mary  J.  William,  the  youngest,  is  still 
in  the  high  school  at  Burnettsville. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Duffey  continued  to  live  on  the  farm  until 
1885,  and  then  removed  to  Burnettsville  and  was  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  until  1901.  After  being  out  of  business  for  one  year  he 
engaged  in  the  banking  business  in  1902,  as  one  of  the  co-partners  in  the 
private  Bank  of  Burnettsville,  the  history  of  which  and  its  develop- 
ment has  been  detailed  in  preceding  paragraphs. 

Mr.  Duffey  has  been  not  only  a successful  business  man,  but  an  able 
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citizen,  and  one  whose  public  spirit  is  clearly  manifest  in  all  his  under- 
takings. Politically  he  is  a democrat  in  national  matters,  though  in 
local  elections  quite  independent.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  that  has  been  the  office  to  which 
he  has  given  his  best  public  service  to  the  community.  It  is  a matter 
of  pride  to  him,  and  other  citizens  give  him  much  credit  for  the  fact 
that  the  Burnettsville  High  School  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Duffey  is  also  a stockholder  and  director  of  the  Burnettsville  Ele- 
vator Company  and  owns  a couple  of  farms  in  this  section.  He  is  not 
a member  of  any  church,  though  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Christian 
denomination.  He  has  affiliations  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Mon- 
ticello,  and  has  held  the  various  chairs  in  the  local  lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

Capt.  Joseph  Henderson.  The  honors  paid  to  a long  and  useful 
life  were  fitly  bestowed  upon  the  late  Capt.  Joseph  Henderson,  who 
died  at  Idaville,  in  White  County,  January  3,  1904.  He  had  lived  in 
this  community  more  than  half  a century,  spent  his  boyhood  amid 
struggles  and  privations,  gave  a faithful  service  of  nearly  four  years  in 
the  Federal  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  during  the  remainder  of 
his  active  career  was  a farmer,  county  official  and  merchant  at  Idaville. 

Capt.  Joseph  Henderson  was  bom  in  Juniata  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, May  16,  1841,  one  of  ten  children,  only  one  of  whom  survive. 
His  parents  were  Andrew  and  Martha  (Harris)  Henderson.  Andrew 
Henderson  and  family  came  to  Indiana  in  1853,  locating  on  a farm  in 
White  County.  At  that  time  the  country  was  new  and  improvements, 
were  of  a primitive  kind.  Soon  after  their  removal  to  White  County 
Mrs.  Henderson  died  and  Andrew  Henderson  passed  away  in  1855. 
The  children,  all  of  them  young,  were  then  parceled  out  among  neigh- 
bors, and  had  their  bringing  up  in  the  homes  of  strangers.  Joseph 
Henderson  was  reared  in  the  Hanna  family  and  during  boyhood  did 
farm  work,  helped  in  the  care  of  a younger  brother,  and  as  oppor- 
tunity afforded  attended  the  district  schools.  He  had  not  yet  reached 
his  majority  when  on  October  10,  1861,  he  volunteered  for  service  in 
the  Union  army.  He  and  other  recruits  rendezvoused  at  Logansport, 
and  he  was  enrolled  in  Company  C of  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  He  reached  the  front  at  New  Madrid,  Missouri,  saw  his 
first  real  fighting  at  Tiptonville,  later  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  was  with 
the  first  regiment  entering  the  City  of  Memphis.  He  was  afterwards 
in  the  campaign  against  Helena,  participated  in  the  White  River  expe- 
dition, witnessed  the  bombardment  of  Port  Gibson,  during  the  cam- 
paign around  Vicksburg  received  a gunshot  wound,  was  captured  at 
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Madison  but  soon  afterward  exchanged,  was  again  wounded  through 
the  arm  in  the  battle  of  Sabine  Crossroads,  rejoined  his  command  at 
New  Orleans  and  there  enlisted  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  At 
Lexington  he  was  made  first  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  three 
months  later  was  promoted  to  captain.  His  honorable  discharge  was 
dated  September  4,  1865.  From  the  official  history  of  his  regiment 
his  record  is  noted  briefly  as  follows:  Enlisted  November  7,  1861; 

wounded  at  Champion  Hill,  May  16,  1863;  wounded  April  8,  1864,  at 
Sabine  Crossroads,  Louisiana;  commissioned  first  lieutenant  September 
15,  1864,  and  captain  January  1,  1865. 

With  his  return  from  the  army  he  engaged  in  farming  in  White 
County  until  1886.  In  that  year  the  people  elected  him  sheriff  and 
he  gave  an  efficient  administration  of  that  office  for  one  term.  In  1889 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Idaville  and  held  that  post  four  years. 
With  the  close  of  his  official  time  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  continued  that  the  rest  of  his  life. 

On  August  21,  1866,  Captain  Henderson  married  Adeline,  daughter 
of  John  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Barnes)  Carson.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  four  children:  Minnie  B.,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Bushnell;  Lizzie  E.,  Mrs. 
Charles  R.  Zook;  John  M. ; and  Elsie  L.,  deceased.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Captain  Henderson  was  a ruling  elder  in  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  He  was  a republican  and  was  long  affiliated  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  His  widow  is  still  living.  Captain 
Henderson  was  a man  of  high  character,  commanded  universal  respect 
because  of  his  sterling  qualities,  and  was  a character  for  positive  good 
in  the  community  where  he  lived. 

John  M.  Henderson,  his  only  son  and  successor  of  his  father  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Idaville,  was  born  March  5,  1875.  He  assisted  his 
father  as  soon  as  his  strength  and  years  permitted,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  On  October  17,  1906,  occurred  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Townsley,  daughter  of  James  Milton  and  Vine 
(Delzell)  Townsley.  To  their  marriage  were  born  two  daughters, 
Margaret  E.  and  Esther  Y.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Walter  McBeth,  M.  D.  In  no  profession  are  the  opportunities 
for  social  service  greater  than  those  which  come  to  the  physician  almost 
daily  while  in  the  performance  of  his  routine  duty.  The  professional 
standards  of  White  County’s  physicians  are  unusually  high,  and  one 
of  the  younger  men  who  have  gained  reputation  and  honor  in  their 
respective  communities  for  capable  and  intelligent  practice  is  Dr. 
Walter  McBeth,  of  Burnettsville,  where  he  has  practiced  nearly  fif- 
teen years. 


t 


RESIDENCE  OF  MR.  AND  MRS.  HIRAM  BESHOAR 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


601 


The  McBeth  family  has  been  identified  with  White  County  upwards 
of  seventy  years,  and  the  name  is  one  that  has  always  stood  for  good 
citizenship.  Doctor  McBeth  is  a son  of  James  M.  and  Sarah  C. 
(Turner)  McBeth.  James  M.  McBeth,  who  is  now  living  at  Monticello, 
was  born  in  Clark  County,  Ohio,  July  31,  1842,  a son  of  William  and 
Anna  (Steele)  McBeth,  and  in  December,  1847,  the  family  settled  in 
Cass  Township  of  White  County. 

Dr.  Walter  McBeth  was  born  at  Monticello,  August  22,  1875.  He 
grew  up  in  the  county  seat,  and  was  one  of  the  boys  who  attended  the 
high  school  there  during  the  ’90s.  lie  afterwards,  having  determined 
upon  medicine  as  his  chosen  vocation,  entered  the  Indiana  Medical 
College  at  Indianapolis,  an  institution  affiliated  with  the  State  Uni- 
versity, and  was  graduated  M.  D.  April  8,  1901.  Almost  immediately 
he  located  at  Burnettsville,  and  has  enjoyed  an  increasing  prestige 
and  a substantial  practice.  Doctor  McBeth  stands  high  in  medical 
circles,  and  is  a member  of  the  White  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Indiana  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Hiram  Beshoar.  The  following  paragraphs  contain  the  important 
facts  in  the  life  and  family  records  of  a White  County  citizen  whose  name 
has  always  stood  for  all  that  is  honest  and  of  good  report  in  this  com- 
munity, for  successful  thrift  and  business  integrity  and  for  a position 
which  all  must  respect.  There  is  now  a quite  extensive  relationship  of 
the  Beshoar  family  in  White  County  and  the  name  was  first  introduced 
into  this  part  of  Northwestern  Indiana  fully  half  a century  ago.  Hiram 
Beshoar  is  one  of  the  several  brothers  whose  names  will  at  once  be  recog- 
nized as  designating  men  of  standing  and  influence.  His  home  has  been 
at  Burnettsville  for  the  past  half  century,  and  his  career  has  been  divided 
between  farming,  business  affairs  in  the  village,  and  important  service  in 
public  capacity. 

The  name  Beshoar  is  of  French  origin  and  some  of  the  American 
descendants  have  spelled  it  Bashore.  The  grandfather  of  Hiram  Beshoar 
was  Michael  Beshoar,  who  lived  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania.  Daniel 
Beshoar,  father  of  Hiram,  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania, 
June  15,  1805.  He  was  married  March  20,  1828,  to  Susanna  Rothrock, 
who  died  December  18,  1847,  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  only 
two  are  still  living : Mrs.  Sarah  Musser  of  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Mrs.  Asenath  Snyder,  of  Trinidad,  Colorado.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Daniel  Beshoar  married  January  12,  1849,  in  Mifflin  County, 
Mary  Smith,  who  came  of  a family  of  Irish  lineage.  Of  this  union  there 
were  nine  children : Daniel,  born  January  29,  1850 ; Adaline,  born  Octo- 
ber 13,  1851,  and  died  in  1866 ; Emma,  who  was  born  October  7,  and  died 
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October  18,  1853;  James,  born  October  16,  1854;  Margaret,  born  May  3, 
1857 ; Hiram;  Alfred,  born  September  30,  1861,  and  died  April  2,  1873; 
Alice,  born  December  15,  1864;  and  William,  born  February  11,  1866. 
The  father  of  these  children,  while  living  in  Pennsylvania,  acquired  a 
fluent  knowledge  of  both  the  French  and  German  languages,  as  well  as 
the  English,  and  frequently  acted  as  an  interpreter  in  the  local  courts. 
On  March  16,  1865,  he  brought  his  f amily  to  White  County,  and  bought 
what  was  known  as  the  old  Norway  farm,  in  Union  Township,  a mile  and 
a half  north  of  Monticello.  He  lived  here  less  than  a year,  and  died 
October  27,  1865.  He  was  a whig  and  later  a republican  in  politics. 
At  his  death  he  left  his  widow  with  the  care  of  eight  children.  She  lived 
on  the  homestead  north  of  Monticello  until  1870  and  in  the  spring  of  that 
year  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Burnettsville,  where  she  continued  for 
many  years,  and  passed  away  October  12,  1905.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Brethren  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband,  and  he  was  a pillar  of  the 
church.  They  were  laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Burnetts- 
ville. 

Hiram  Beshoar,  who  was  six  years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to 
Union  Township,  White  County,  in  March,  1865,  was  born  in  Mifflin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  June  19,  1859.  When  he  was  still  a boy  he  moved 
into  Burnettsville  with  his  mother  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
local  schools  of  that  village.  While  at  different  times  identified  with 
various  occupations,  Mr.  Beshoar  was  for  many  years,  up  to  1901,  en- 
gaged in  farming  about  a mile  south  of  Burnettsville.  From  1887  to 
1905  he  was  also  engaged  in  shipping  live  stock,  and  for  nearly  fifteen 
years  has  had  the  center  of  his  business  activities  at  Burnettsville.  He 
was  in  the  grain  business,  and  later  enlarged  the  scope  of  his  operations 
to  include  hardware  and  implements,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  only 
dealer  in  poultry,  eggs  and  butter,  and  operates  a cream  station. 

On  October  27,  1886,  Mr.  Beshoar  married  Flora  E.  Godlove,  a daugh- 
ter of  Perry  Godlove,  of  a prominent  White  County  family  mentioned 
on  other  pages.  To  their  union  were  born  six  children:  Franklin  IT., 

who  lives  at  Burnettsville,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Pearl  Justice,  lias  a 
son.  Robert  E. ; Mamie  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  A.  O.  Townsley  of  Burnetts- 
ville, and  their  three  children  are  Margaret,  Herbert  and  Vernice:  Clara. 
Pauline,  Perry  G.  and  Daniel  L.,  all  of  whom  are  unmarried  and  live  with 
their  parents.  Frank,  Clara  and  Pauline  are  graduates  of  the  Burnetts- 
ville schools.  Mrs.  Beshoar  is  a native  of  Delaware  County,  Indiana, 
born  January  22,  1861,  and  was  educated  in  the  Burnettsville  schools. 
She  is  one  of  the  efficient  teachers  in  the  Sabbath  school,  is  an  affable, 
genial  lady  and  has  done  her  part  in  the  raising  of  their  family. 

Though  essentially  a business  man,  Air.  Beshoar  has  also  been  promi- 
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nent  in  republican  politics.  On  April  12,  1905,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Burnettsville,  and  gave  a capable  administration  of  that  office 
up  to  April  17,  1914.  At  different  times  he  has  also  been  honored  with 
the  position  of  precinct  committeeman.  He  and  his  wife  and  family  are 
active  members  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and  he  has  been  treasurer  of 
the  church  since  1888  and  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  What  Mr. 
Beshoar  has  accomplished  in  a business  way  is  almost  entirely  due  to  his 
energy  and  industry,  and  these  have  been  combined  with  a fine  integrity 
of  character. 

The  Hanna  Family.  The  following  sketch  contains  some  of  the 
important  facts  in  the  records  of  a White  County  family  which  has 
been  identified  with  this  community  some  eighty  years,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  civilized  things  in  this  portion  of  the  Indiana  frontier.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  trace  all  the  varied  influences  and  activities  of 
such  a family,  which  has  been  represented  here  through  portions  of 
five  generations.  It  must  suffice  to  say  that  the  name  has  always 
stood  for  all  that  is  honest  and  of  good  report  in  this  community,  for 
successful  thrift  and  business  integrity,  and  for  a position  which  all 
must  respect.  As  the  first  generation  made  homes  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness, so  their  descendants  have  likewise  borne  worthy  parts  as  citi- 
zens, farmers  and  business  men.  Their  lives  for  the  greater  part  have 
been  strong  and  useful  without  the  conspicuous  eventfulness  of  many 
less  serviceable  careers.  They  have  been  notable  for  the  quiet  perform- 
ance of  the  homely,  simple  duties  that  come  within  the  scope  of 
every  life. 

The  first  name  to  be  noted  in  this  article  is  that  of  a Robert  Hanna, 
who  was  a sturdy  patriot  in  the  years  which  marked  the  struggle  of 
the  colonies  with  Great  Britain  and  who  served  in  a Virginia  regiment 
during  the  war  for  independence.  This  Revolutionary  soldier  married 
Mary  Boyd. 

In  the  next  generation  is  Robert  Hanna.,  Jr.,  who  was  known  in 
the  early  days  of  White  County.  He  was  born  September  1,  1771,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Moony,  who  was  born  December  26,  1785.  As  will 
be  mentioned,  two  of  his  sons  had  preceded  him  to  White  County,  but 
Robert  Hanna,  with  wife  and  other  children,  came  to  this  section  in 
1834,  and  located  in  section  35  of  Jackson  Township.  This  Robert 
Hanna  was  a tailor  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  White  County  fol- 
lowed farming  and  lived  about  seven  years  in  the  county  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  19,  1841.  The  children  who  preceded  or 
came  with  him  and  his  wife  to  White  County  were : Lucinda,  who  was 
born  November  18,  1808,  and  who  married  William  Irelan;  John,  who 
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was  bom  December  10,  1810;  Andrew,  born  May  6,  1816;  Elizabeth; 
James,  who  was  born  June  18,  1823;  Mary,  or  Polly;  Sarah;  and 
Robert,  who  was  born  October  26,  1826.  All  these  are  now  deceased. 

The  first  of  the  family  in  White  County  were  John  and  his  brother 
Andrew.  They  came  in  1833,  and  John  entered  land  in  section  35  of 
Jackson  Township.  John  Hanna  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  at 
the  date  above  given,  and  came  to  White  County  from  Cedarville.  At 
that  time  he  was  unmarried  and  pre-empted  120  acres  of  Government 
land.  His  first  shelter  was  a hewed  log  cabin,  a somewhat  pretentious 
dwelling  for  that  time.  Later,  about  1848,  he  had  the  distinction  of 
building  the  first  frame  house  in  Jackson  Township.  John  Hanna 
married  Margaret  Gibson,  and  of  their  eleven  children  six  are  men- 
tioned as  follows:  Emeline,  who  married  Samuel  Townsley,  and  later 

a Mr.  Clewell,  and  still  later  John  A.  Whiteman,  and  is  now  living  at 
Burnettsville  and  is  in  all  probability  the  oldest  continuous  resident  of 
Jackson  Township;  Lucinda,  widow  of  James  Cochran  and  living  in 
the  State  of  Oregon;  Isabelle,  widow  of  Harrison  S.  Stine,  and  also  a 
resident  of  Oregon;  Margaret,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Adolphus  Peter  Kocher;  John  W. ; and  William,  the  two  latter  being 
both  residents  of  Burnettsville.  John  Hanna,  their  father,  died  Jan- 
uary 4,  1899,  and  his  wife  passed  away  October  7,  1882.  In  the  early 
records  of  White  County  the  name  of  John  Hanna  is  mentioned  as  a 
member  of  the  first  petit  jury  ever  empanelled  in  the  county. 

John  W.  Hanna,  of  the  third  generation  of  the  Hanna  family  repre- 
sented in  White  County,  is  now  living  retired  from  his  activities  as  a 
farmer  at  Burnettsville.  He  was  born  in  White  County,  November 
17,  1854,  and  was  married  November  19,  1874,  to  Mary  Chilcott.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Zula,  now  living  at  Monticello  as  the 
widow  of  R.  J.  Million;  Thomas  J.,  a lawyer  of  Monticello;  Guy  C., 
who  is  superintendent  of  the  Boys  Reform  School  at  Plainfield,  Indiana ; 
and  Erma,  wife  of  William  Kocher,  a resident  of  Casper,  Wyoming. 

John  W.  Hanna  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  White  County  and  has 
gathered  his  prosperity  from  the  capable  management  of  his  farming 
interests.  In  early  life  he  attended  the  old  Burnettsville  Academy, 
and  later  the  high  schools  at  Logansport  and  Crawfordsville.  For  three 
years  he  was  a teacher.  The  original  120  acres  pre-empted  by  his 
father  in  Jackson  Township  is  now  owned  by  William  Hanna,  and 
there  has  been  only  one  private  name  connected  with  its  ownership 
since  it  passed  out  of  the  control  of  the  Government.  This  land  is  still 
being  farmed  and  is  occupied  by  a representative  of  the  fifth  generation 
of  the  Hanna  family  in  White  County.  John  W.  Hanna  and  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a democrat  and  the  family 
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have  always  been  identified  with  that  political  faith  since  grandfather 
Robert  Hanna  cast  his  first  vote  for  Thomas  Jefferson.  John  W.  Hanna 
was  for  thirty-six  years  precinct  committeeman  at  Burnettsville.  In 
1908  he  built  a three  mile  stone  road  north  of  Burnettsville  known  as 
the  Reiff  Road.  Mr.  Hanna  is  affiliated  with  Burnettsville  Lodge  No.  663, 
F.  & A.  M. ; and  with  Burnett  Creek  Lodge  No.  740,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  has 
been  twice  through  the  chairs  of  this  lodge. 

Thomas  J.  Hanna,  a son  of  J.  W.  and  of  the  fourth  generation  in 
White  County,  was  born  at  Burnettsville,  August  3,  1876,  grew  up  there, 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  local  schools,  and  subsequently 
attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute,  the  University  of 
Indiana  at  Bloomington,  and  the  Northern  Central  Indiana  Normal 
School  at  Danville.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Indiana  Law  School  of 
Indianapolis  in  1902,  and  came  to  Monticello  to  begin  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  has  now  been  engaged  for  thirteen  years.  In 
June,  1898,  Thomas  J.  Hanna  enlisted  in  Company  M of  the  One 
Hundred  Sixtieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  service  in  the  Spanish  - 
American  war.  His  command  was  stationed  at  Matanzas,  Cuba,  and  he 
was  in  service  about  nine  months  until  his  honorable  discharge  March  1, 
1899.  Thomas  J.  Hanna  was  married  December  2,  1899,  to  Miss  Amy 
Hartman.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Lodge,  the  Chapter  and  Council  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

Larkin  Lowe.  Of  the  former  citizens  of  White  County,  probably 
none  had  a more  distinctive  success  as  a farmer  and  stock  man  than  the 
late  Larkin  Lowe,  who  lived  for  many  years  in  Monticello,  where  he  died 
November  1,  1907.  By  hard  work  and  strict  attention  to  business  he  had 
accumulated  something  like  1,000  acres  of  fine  farm  lands,  and  his  busi- 
ness success  was  made  on  the  basis  of  fair  dealing  and  an  incorruptible 
integrity,  and  he  always  enjoyed  a reputation  as  an  honorable  and 
respected  citizen. 

The  late  Larkin  Lowe  was  born  near  the  Eel  River  in  Indiana  June 
26,  1836,  and  was  therefore  past  seventy-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Dickey)  Lowe,  the 
former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  The  parents 
removed  to  Monon  Township  in  White  County  at  an  early  day,  were 
pioneers,  and  experienced  all  the  trials  and  incidents  of  the  early  times. 
Both  died  in  this  county  and  are  buried  here.  There  were  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter  in  the  family. 

Larkin  Lowe  had  very  little  schooling  as  a boy,  and  his  life  was  one 
of  practical  effort  and  experience.  At  about  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
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left  home  and  began  doing  for  himself  and  soon  established  a home 
of  his  own.  On  February  9,  1862,  he  married  Scelnira  Phillips,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catherine  (Brough)  Phillips.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  four  sons,  as  follows:  John,  who  is  a farmer  and  stock  raiser, 

married  Sarah  E.  Crawford,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anne  (Clapham) 
Crawford;  James,  who  died  in  June,  1910,  married  Ella  Garinger, 
daughter  of  J ohn  Garinger ; Christopher,  who  died  February  19,  1872 ; 
and  Larkin  B.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  Lowe  homestead, 
married  Etta  Seymour,  daughter  of  James  Seymour.  John  Phillips, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Lowe,  came  to  Monon  township  about  1855,  was  a 
respected  farmer,  a stanch  republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  spent  the 
rest  of  their  lives  on  a farm  in  that  township. 

The  late  Larkin  Lowe  was  a democrat  in  politics,  but  never  sought 
nor  held  any  office.  He  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  cattle  buyers  and 
shippers  in  White  County,  shipped  stock  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  his  shrewd  judgment  seldom  ever  failed  him  in  these  transactions. 
He  moved  into  Monticello  about  1882,  and  resided  there  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  of  his  life.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bedford  Cemetery, 
Monon,  Indiana. 

James  F.  Duncan.  It  is  as  an  educator  of  a quarter  century’s 
experience  that  James  F.  Duncan  is  best  known  to  White  County,  and 
in  no  other  calling  could  he  have  given  a greater  and  better  service  to 
humanity.  Mr.  Duncan  is  now  in  charge  of  the  eighth  grade  of  the 
public  schools  of  Monticello. 

James  F.  Duncan  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  November 
30,  1865.  He  was  one  of  nine  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Their  parents  were  William  and  Wealtha  (Briggs)  Duncan,  substantial 
people  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
farming  interests  of  White  County.  The  family  came  to  White  County 
in  1866.  William  Duncan  had  in  the  meantime  gained  an  honorable 
record  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  Company  K of  the 
Sixty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at  Indianapolis,  and 
was  with  his  regiment  in  its  various  campaigns  and  marches  for  about 
one  year.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  was  a 
valuable  member  of  any  community  where  he  had  his  residence.  In 
politics  a republican,  he  never  sought  or  held  office  except  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  death 
occurred  February  10,  1904,  while  his  wife  died  October  19,  1890,  and 
both  are  now  at  rest  in  Princeton  Township. 

James  F.  Duncan  was  reared  from  infancy  in  White  County,  and 
acquired  his  early  education  by  attending  the  local  public  schools.  In 
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the  intervals  of  his  work  as  teacher  he  subsequently  spent  two  years 
in  the  Valparaiso  University,  and  for  one  year  was  a student  in  the 
University  of  Colorado.  During  his  long  service  as  an  educator  he  has 
taught  both  in  the  country  and  in  town,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  his 
old  pupils,  now  established  independently  in  the  world,  who  recall  with 
affection  and  respect  their  instructor  and  the  part  he  played  in  their 
young  life.  In  1908  Mr.  Duncan  became  teacher  of  the  eighth  grade 
in  Monticello,  and  has  since  lived  in  the  county  seat.  He  is  a repub- 
lican in  politics,  but  without  official  aspirations,  is  a Mason  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

On  December  16,  1891,  Mr.  Duncan  married  Miss  Dora  Sexton, 
daughter  of  Louis  W.  and  Sarah  (Briney)  Sexton.  The  Sexton  family 
were  early  settlers  in  Princeton  Township,  and  Mrs.  Duncan’s  parents 
now  reside  at  Wolcott. 

Henry  T.  Little.  One  of  the  real  pioneers  of  White  County,  a com- 
panion of  the  wilderness  and  a sharer  in  the  prosperity  which  was  devel- 
oped by  the  industry  and  tireless  labors  of  its  sturdy  workers,  the  late 
Henry  T.  Little  was  one  of  the  county’s  best  known  and  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens.  His  activities  covered  the  fields  of  agriculture,  car- 
pentry, merchandise  and  hotel  keeping,  and  at  his  death,  in  1896,  the 
county  lost  a man  who  had  at  all  times  labored  faithfully  in  advancing 
its  best  interests. 

Mr.  Little  was  born  near  Piqua,  Miami  County,  Ohio,  November  8, 
1825,  and  was  a son  of  William  and  Jane  (Smith)  Little.  About  the 
year  1846  the  parents  removed  from  Ohio  with  their  family  to  Tippecanoe 
County,  Indiana,  and  several  years  later  came  to  White  County,  where 
they  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
They  were  buried  at  Spring  Creek  Cemetery.  One  of  a family  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  Henry  T.  Little  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  for  a short  time 
in  his  youth  followed  farming.  Subsequently  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  which  he  followed  both  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  but  after  the 
family  came  to  White  County  he  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  lines, 
and  for  a long  period  of  years  was  the  proprietor  of  a store  at  Brookston. 
He  was  well  and  prominently  known  there,  wielded  some  influence  in 
public  affairs,  and  during  the  Civil  war  served  his  community  as  post- 
master. In  his  later  years  Mr.  Little  removed  to  Delphi,  Indiana,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  conducting  a hotel  at  the  time  of  his  death,  January 
10,.  1896.  Mr.  Little  was  a republican  in  his  political  views,  and  always 
took  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  although  rather  as  a public-spirited 
citizen  than  as  a seeker  for  official  preferment.  He  was  a member  of 
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the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  his  religious  connection  was 
with  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Little  also  belongs. 

On  January  24,  1850,  Mr.  Little  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Van  Scoy, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Channel)  Van  Scoy.  Her  parents,  also 
pioneers  of  White  County,  came  here  from  West  Virginia  as  early  as 
1847  and  settled  in  Big  Creek  Township,  where  they  entered  two  40-acre 
tracts  of  land  from  the  Government.  In  later  years  they  removed  to 
the  State  of  Iowa,  where  both  passed  away,  they  being  buried  near  New 
Virginia.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  four 
survive.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Little  there  were  born  seven  children.  Mary 
E.  survives  and  resides  with  her  mother  at  Monticello. 

Thomas  T.  Britton.  A resident  of  White  County  more  than  thirty - 
five  years,  Thomas  T.  Britton  formerly  lived  in  the  Reynolds  community, 
but  since  1893  has  had  his  home  in  Monticello.  His  has  been  a long  and 
active  career.  The  service  for  which  his  name  deserves  lasting  honor 
and  respect  was  as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  he  continued  in  the  ranks  until  a wound  compelled  him  to  retire. 
He  is  one  of  the  rapidly  decreasing  grand  army  still  to  be  found  in 
White  County. 

Thomas  T.  Britton  was  born  in  Center  County,  Pennsylvania,  August 
26,  1839,  and  is  the  only  survivor  of  six  children  born  to  James  R.  and 
Eliza  (Courter)  Britton.  His  father  was  of  English  and  his  mother  of 
Scotch-Irish  stock.  In  1856  the  family  went  West  and  located  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  Illinois.  Thomas  T.  Britton  at  that  time  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  His  education  was  the  result  of  attendance  at  schools  in 
the  East,  and  when  twenty-one  he  started  life  for  himself.  He  was  a 
farmer  for  a few  years,  but  when  the  war  came  on  he  was  one  of  the 
many  thousands  of  northern  youth  who  responded  to  the  call  to  arms. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  H of  the  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry 
and  was  mustered  in  August  27,  1862.  His  regiment  was  a part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  many  other  skirmishes  and  marches 
which  marked  the  contest  for  the  possession  of  the  central  section  of  the 
Confederacy.  He  was  in  active  service  fifteen  months,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Stone  River  was  placed  on  Rosecrans’  roll  of  honor.  He 
marched  and  countermarched  over  the  country  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Northern  Georgia  for  about  2,000  miles  until  wounded  at  Missionary 
Ridge.  On  that  battlefield  a ball  struck  him  in  the  head,  was  deflected 
into  the  shoulder  and  thence  into  the  arm,  and  was  not  extracted  for 
forty  days.  That  bullet  is  still  in  his  possession,  the  most  interesting 
memento  of  his  army  service. 
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After  the  war  Mr.  Britton  returned  to  Illinois,  and  lived  there  until 
1879,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  White  County.  For  several  years  Mr. 
Britton  followed  the  business  of  preparing  patent  medicines  and  selling 
.them  over  Northern  Indiana.  He  has  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate, 
but  at  the  present  time  has  given  up  most  of  the  cares  of  business. 

On  December  4,  1859,  in  Illinois,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  Krouse, 
daughter  of  David  Krouse.  On  October  28,  1876,  Mr.  Britton  married 
Amelia  Newman,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Christina  (Greenwood) 
Newman.  The  four  children  by  the  first  marriage  were : Melvin  K., 

Grant  M.,  Wilmer  A.,  deceased,  and  Edith  May,  deceased.  Four  chil- 
dren were  also  born  of  the  second  marriage,  namely:  Maud,  deceased; 
Harry  0. ; Sherman  R. ; and  Beatrice  C. 

Mr.  Britton  has  always  been  a republican  in  politics  since  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860.  About  the  only  official  honor 
which  he  has  accepted  has  been  as  election  commissioner.  Though  not 
a member  of  any  church,  he  is  a man  of  strong  religious  principles,  and 
has  no  fraternal  affiliations. 

Hiram  A.  Moorhous.  For  more  than  fifty  years  Hiram  A.  Moorhous 
was  a resident  of  White  County,  and  while  most  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
the  quiet  vocation  of  farming,  his  influence  and  activities  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  his  farm,  since  he  frequently  entered  public  affairs 
and  held  some  of  the  most  important  offices  in  the  gift  of  White  County 
people.  His  life  was  one  of  sobriety,  good  judgment,  keen  intelligence 
and  directed  to  useful  purpose,  and  as  such  he  deserves  a memorial  in 
any  history  of  White  County. 

Hiram  A.  Moorhous  was  born  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  12, 
1835,  a son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Minch)  Moorhous.  William 
Moorhous  was  a physician,  highly  educated,  well  read  and  informed  on 
all  local  and  national  affairs,  and  for  many  years  enjoyed  a large  prac- 
tice in  his  profession.  He  early  removed  to  Indiana,  locating  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  and  in  1855  brought  his  family  to  West  Point  Township  in 
White  County,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1871.  He  was 
buried  at  Lafayette.  His  wife  died  in  Crawfordsville  before  the  family 
came  to  White  County.  Of  their  six  children,  only  one  is  now  living. 

Hiram  A.  Moorhous  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Indiana,  acquired  his 
education  in  the  schools  that  existed  during  the  ’40s  and  ’50s,  and  was 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  father  to  White 
County.  He  forthwith  became  identified  with  agriculture,  and  years  of 
labor  and  effective  management  eventually  brought  him  to  a commenda- 
ble degree  of  prosperity. 

He  was  long  one  of  the  most  familiar  factors  in  the  democratic  party. 


610 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


On  that  ticket  he  was  elected  at  different  times  to  the  office  of  connty 
treasurer,  served  as  drainage  commissioner,  as  county  commissioner,  and 
was  always  ready  to  help  out  in  any  movement  of  importance. 

Hiram  A.  Moorhous  died  January  15,  1908,  in  his  seventy-second  • 
year.  While  he  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  he  was  noted  for  his  devotion  to  his  home  and  family.  On 
December  25th,  Christmas  Day  of  1869,  he  married  Sarah  Irion,  daugh- 
ter of  Anderson  and  Sophia  (Gragoo)  Irion.  The  Irion  family  came 
to  White  County  from  Ohio  in  1851,  locating  on  a farm  in  West  Point 
Township,  where  her  father  spent  the  rest  of  his  career,  and  both  parents 
died  there  and  are  buried  in  one  of  the  local  cemeteries.  Mrs.  Moorhous 
is  one  of  ten  children,  and  one  of  the  two  still  living.  To  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moorhous  were  born  six  children : Merritt ; Delbert ; Maud, 
who  died  in  November,  1914 ; Claudia ; Ruth ; and  one  that  died  in 
infancy. 

The  Genealogy  of  Family  of  J.  Wesley  and  Harvey  G.  Shull. 
While  the  immediate  ancestry  of  these  two  well  known  citizens  of  White 
County  has  been  referred  to  in  connection  with  their  individual  careers, 
there  is  considerable  other  information  bearing  upon  the  family  in  general 
in  this  country  which  should  properly  be  published  in  order  to  give  it 
permanent  record.  Prof.  John  W.  Scholl,  a member  of  the  faculty  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  has  given  a great  deal  of  study  to  the 
various  branches  of  the  Scholl-Shull  stock  in  America,  and  some  of  his 
data  and  conclusions  are  incorporated  in  this  record. 

The  father  of  J.  AVesley  Shull  was  Lewis  Shull,  who  in  turn  was 
a son  of  Jacob  Shull.  It  seems  probable  that  the  ancestor  next  preced- 
ing, that  is  the  great-grandfather  of  J.  Wesley,  was  Lewis  Scholl, 
who  according  to  the  records  of  Manheim  Township,  York  County, 
Pennsylvania,  made  his  will  August  19,  1813,  and  it  was  probated 
March  11,  1814.  His  wife’s  name  was  Catharine.  The  probability  that 
this  Lewis  was  the  grandfather  of  the  Lewis  Shull  who  died  in  White 
County  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  name  Lewis  is  rather  unusual 
among  the  whole  tribe  of  Scholl-Shull  families  in  America,  and  as 
children  are  often  named  after  grandfathers,  the  conclusion  is  that  the 
Lewis  Shull  of  White  County  was  a grandson  of  the  Lewis  whose  estate 
was  settled  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  also  known  that  many 
people  moved  from  York  County  across  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of 
Virginia  in  the  early  days,  and  Jacob  Shull,  son  of  Lewis,  may  have 
gone  to  Virginia,  married  there,  and  had  a son  whom  he  named  Lewis. 

Professor  Scholl’s  general  account  of  the  family  lines  is  quoted  as 
follows:  “ Manheim  township  was  one  of  the  chief  centers  of  German 
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settlement  when  the  York  county  lands  were  first  settled,  along  from 
1750  to  1760.  It  is  somewhat  toward  the  south  of  the  county  near  the 
Maryland  border.  A great  many  families  from  York  and  the  adjoining 
counties,  Lancaster  on  the  east  and  Franklin  on  the  west,  removed  to 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  especially  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  From 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  a great  many  families  came  later,  between  1830 
and  1850,  to  the  Ohio  lands.  They  went  down  the  valley  to  Southwest 
Virginia,  crossed  through  the  Cumberland  Gap,  then  came  north  over 
the  Old  Wilderness  Road  to  Cincinnati,  and  then  up  the  Miami  Valley 
to  the  frontier  counties.  Hence  . it  is  probable  that  Jacob  Shull  and 
his  wife  Polly  went  from  Pennsylvania  as  young  folks  to  Virginia, 
married  and  settled  somewhere  in  the  valley,  and  then  the  next  genera- 
tion moved  on  into  Ohio. 

“No  matter  how  the  name  is  now  spelled,  the  original  form  is 
Scholl.  This  name  belbnged  to  a family  in  Southern  Germany  ever 
since  the  adoption  of  surnames  back  in  the  thirteenth  century.  In  the 
grand-ducal  archives  of  Wurtemberg,  at  Karlsruhe,  is  preserved  a 
Latin  document  concerning  a quarrel  about  monastery  lands  at  Herre- 
nalb  under  the  rule  of  Count  Eberhard  of  Eberstein.  Among  the 
witnesses  to  this  document  is  a certain  Henrico  Schollen,  the  Latin  for 
Heinrich  Scholl.  This  paper  was  signed  in  1207  A.  D.  Now  we  do 
not  know  that  this  Henry  is  the  ancestor  of  all  existing  Scholls,  but  he 
must  have  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  earliest  ancestor  of  the  tribe. 
We  know  nothing  more  about  this  person  but  it  is  apparent  that  he 
was  a man  of  prominence  and  influence  among  the  vassals  of  Count 
Eberhard  and  that  he  was  educated  in  the  Latin. 

“We  have  no  record  of  Scholls  in  the  next  two  hundred  fifty  odd 
years,  but  in  1484  Caspar  Scholl  died  in  Dinkelsbuehl,  a city  in  German 
Bavaria,  just  a few  miles  across  the  border  from  Wurtemberg.  He  was 
a goldsmith.  He  had  three  sons,  Caspar,  Wolfgang  and  Michael,  from 
whom  descends  nearly  all  the  numerous  Scholls  nowr  living  in  all  parts 
of  Wurtemberg,  Baden,  Bavaria,  Alsace  and  elsewhere.  These  three 
sons  were  boon  traveling  companions  of  the  great  Emperor  Maxmilian 
I,  Emperor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the  German  Nation.  For 
their  ‘ honor,  honesty,  good  manners,  virtue  and  reason7  and  their 
‘pleasing  and  faithful,  useful  and  willing  services’  Maximilian  renewed 
and  confirmed  to  them  in  1500  A.  D.  the  grant  of  a coat  of  arms  and 
crest,  which  are  preserved  to  the  present  day.  Since  this  was  a renewal, 
we  must  assume  that  the  family  had  been  among  the  feudal  gentry 
before.  I think  that  Maximilian’s  grant  merely  extended  the  right  to 
the  coat  of  arms  to  the  whole  German  Empire  of  that  day. 

“We  know  some  lines  of  Scholls  existing  today  in  Rhein-West- 
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phalian  Territory  in  Hesse-Nassau,  Brandenburg,  Pomerania,  which 
have  not  been  proved  to  belong  to  this  Wurtemberg  family,  but  those 
who  know  most  about  them  are  convinced  that  they  all  belong  together 
and  descend  from  a common  ancestor,  probably  lying  somewhere  back 
of  that  Caspar  of  Dinkelsbuehl. 

* ‘ It  is  not  generally  known  from  what  places  the  American  immigrant 
Scholls  came,  but  most  of  them  came  from  such  districts  as  Westphalia, 
Rhine  Province,  Rhine  Palatine,  Alsace,  Switzerland,  Wurtemberg  and 
the  Black  Forest  of  Baden,  thus  showing  that  they  are  undoubtedly 
descendants  of  the  same  old  European  family  above  mentioned. 

“Most  of  them  came  to  America  to  escape  religious  persecution  or 
military  service  contrary  to  their  consciences  or  because  their  fortunes 
were  ruined  by  war’s  ravages.  Some  possibly  later  to  mend  their 
fortunes  because  of  the  glowing  accounts  of  interested  immigration 
agents. 

“No  one  will  probably  ever  know  all  the  Scholls  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  day.  Most  of  them  came  to  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia between  the  years  1700  and  1770,  except  such  new  arrivals  as 
came  in  the  1830,  1848  and  1881  immigrations.  One  of  the  earliest  to 
arrive  was  Pieter  Jansen  Scholl,  a Hollander  from  The  Hague,  who 
was  in  New  York  before  1680.  Johannes  Scholl  and  Peter  Scholl  were 
naturalized  in  Pennsylvania  in  1708-09.  They  settled  at  Skippach  near 
Philadelphia  and  Johannes  died  there  in  about  1740,  leaving  a number 
of  children.  Friedrich  Scholl  came  September  11,  1728.  His  descend- 
ants spell  the  name  Shull  and  are  tolerably  well  worked  out.  Johannes 
Scholl  (name  also  spelled  Schott  and  Schoule)  came  with  wife  Catharine 
and  three  children  in  1732.  Michael  Scholl,  Sr.,  aged  sixty-three  and 
Michael  Scholl,  Jr.,  aged  twenty-six,  arrived  in  1738.  Peter  Scholl, 
aged  twenty-eight,  arrived  August  27,  1739.  His  descendants  are  all 
recorded  except  a few  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Shull  of  Germantown,  Pennsylvania. 
Carl  Scholl,  Joseph  Scholl  and  Johan  Friedrich  Scholl  (name  spelled 
also  Schulle)  and  Andreas  Scholl  came  in  1749.  Christian  Scholl 
arrived  in  1751.  Balthasar  Scholl  came  November  8,  1752.  One  of 
his  descendants  is  now  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  On  the  same  ship 
came  a fourteen  year  old  boy,  Johan  Peter  Scholl,  the  sole  survivor  of 
his  family,  the  rest  dying  of  ship’s  fever  on  the  voyage;  also  an  eleven 
year  old  girl,  daughter  of  Phillip  Scholl,  Anna  Susanna  Dorothea 
Scholl,  who  had  run  away  from  home  to  escape  a stepmother,  as  the 
family  legend  says.  These  two  worked  to  pay  back  their  passage  money 
and  married  later,  about  1772.  Their  descendants  are  mostly  collected 
and  published  by  Alton  G.  Scholl,  now  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Georg 
Friedrich  Scholl  came  September  10,  1753,  and  Johan  Friedrich  Scholl, 
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aged  twenty-one,  came  October  2,  1753.  It  is  probable  that  it  was  one 
of  these  Friedrichs  whose  death  was  recorded  in  York  county  in  1774, 
and  he  was  probably  the  ancestor  of  Professor  Scholl  of  Ann  Arbor. 
Philip  Scholl,  father  of  Anna  mentioned  above,  came  over  about  1755-57, 
bringing  his  sons  Michael,  John  Stephen  and  Philip,  Jr.,  with  him.  The 
early  generations  of  this  family  are  fairly  well  known.  Andreas  Scholl 
arrived  August  8,  1764;  Jacob  Scholl,  October  16,  1768;  Johan  Nickel, 
or  Michel,  Scholl  on  the  same  date.  There  may  have  been  others  but 
the  names  are  recorded,  Schall,  Schaal,  Schaul,  Schahl,  Schell,  etc.,  so 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  be  more  certain.  From  these  arrivals  have 
descended  all  our  scattered  families,  and  among  them  was  probably 
the  immigrant  ancestor  of  the  Shull  brothers  in  White  county.” 

J.  Wesley  Shull.  There  are  very  few  family  names  that  have  a 
longer  identification  with  White  County  than  that  of  Shull.  The  record 
of  their  activities  has  been  as  honorable  as  it  is  long.  From  the  time  the 
pioneer  cleared  out  the  first  space  for  his  home  in  Jackson  Township 
down  to  the  present  there  have  been  substantial  farmers  in  the  family, 
and  success  in  the  field  of  agriculture  has  been  accompanied  by  a public 
spirited  attitude  toward  all  home  institutions  and  improvements,  includ- 
ing churches,  schools,  good  roads,  and  all  those  facilities  which  enhance 
the  attractiveness  of  country  life.  J.  Wesley  Shull  has  for  many  years* 
pursued  his  vocation  as  a farmer  in  Jackson  Township,  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  native  sons  of  that  community. 

He  was  born  on  section  14  in  Jackson  Township,  October  24,  1845. 
His  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Polly  Shull,  were  born  about  1790  and! 
were  married  in  Virginia  about  1810.  To  their  union  were  born  seven 
children : John,  Lewis,  George,  Jacob,  Margaret  Westerfield,  Polly 

Wescoe  and  Sarah  Detamore.  After  Jacob  Shull’s  death  his  widow 
Polly  and  the  seven  children  moved  to  Ohio,  probably  to  Preble  County,, 
and  about  1834  they  moved  to  Indiana.  Lewis  Shull,  father  of  J. 
Wesley,  was  born  January  10,  1813,  in  the  old  State  of  Virginia  and 
died  in  White  County,  July  4,  1853.  From  Virginia  he  went  over 
the  mountains  into  Ohio  in  the  early  days,  and  in  the  latter  state  was 
married  to  Clementina  York,  daughter  of  Jeptha  and  Susanna  York. 
Not  long  after  his  marriage  he  brought  his  wife  to  the  wilderness  of 
White  County,  Indiana,  where  he  entered  120  acres  of  Government 
land  in  section  14  of  Jackson  township,  and  began  making  the  improve- 
ments for  a home  there  in  July,  1835,  just  eighty  years  before  these 
words  were  written.  Lewis  Shull  was  of  German  descent,  made- 
agriculture  his  life  long  vocation,  and  for  many  years  was  a consistent 
advocate  of  those  political  principles  contained  in  the  platforms  of  the 
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whig  party.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Both 
are  now  deceased  and  are  buried  in  Davis  Cemetery  in  Cass  County. 
Their  nine  children  were  named  William  C.,  Martha  J.,  Margaret  A., 
Harvey  G.,  Jeptha  J.,  J.  Wesley,  Mahala  C.,  Mary  Matilda  and  Bel- 
lender  L. 

J.  Wesley  Shull  can  remember  a time  when  Jackson  Township  was 
still  largely  a pioneer  section.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  old  farm 
in  section  14,  and  his  education  was  limited  to  the  common  schools  which 
were  then  maintained  in  White  County.  He  has  an  important  military 
record  as  a soldier  of  the  Union  during  the  trying  days  of  the  Civil  war. 
In  the  fall  of  1863  he  left  the  home  farm  and  at  Burnettsville  enlisted  and 
was  mustered  in  at  Michigan  City  in  Company  F of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  This  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  he  continued  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sherman  until  the  fall  of  Atlanta  in  1864.  After  the  capture 
of  Atlanta  he  was  sent  back  into  Tennessee  under  General  Thomas,  and 
fought  in  one  of  the  last  great  battles  in  the  Western  Department,  at 
Franklin,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  foot.  He  saw 
much  of  the  hard  side  of  military  life,  suffered  from  exposure  and  hard- 
ship, but  remained  in  the  service  until  getting  his  honorable  discharge, 
April  19,  1866. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Shull  returned  home  and  took  up  his 
regular  vocation  as  a farmer,  which  he  has  followed  steadily  now  for 
nearly  half  a century.  On  March  1,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Price,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Hancock)  Price,  who  were  likewise 
early  settlers  in  Jackson  Township.  To  their  marriage  were  born  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Addie,  who  married  Henry  Eller  of  Rock  Lake, 

North  Dakota;  Ira  M.,  who  married  Jennie  Smith  of  Elwood,  Indiana; 
Mary  C.  and  Wesley  A.,  both  deceased;  Lola,  wife  of  Frank  Godlove,  liv- 
ing south  of  Idaville;  one  that  died  in  infancy  ; Maggie,  who  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  at  Monticello;  and  Omar  R.,  who  is  still  single  and  is  at 
Pemberton,  British  Columbia.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  taken 
away  by  death  June  22,  1888.  On  September  18,  1889,  Mr.  Shull  mar- 
ried Effie  A.  Neel,  a native  of  White  County,  born  August  4,  1858,  the 
youngest  of  the  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  in  the  family 
of  Abram  and  Eliza  (Gibson)  Neel,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Jackson  Township.  One  of  the  four  children  of  this  union  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  others  are  all  at  home — Edna  E.,  Leta  E.  and  Leo  L. 
The  daughters  have  received  high  school  educations  and  Leo  is  a student 
in  the  eighth  grade.  Mrs.  Shull  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native 
County  of  White.  She  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  is 
a firm  believer  in  its  teachings,  and  has  had  experience  in  the  power 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


615 


of  its  healing  of  disease.  She  is  a lady  of  genial,  cordial  nature,  and  has 
nobly  filled  her  sphere  as  a wife  and  mother. 

Mr.  Shull  has  long  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Church  of  God  or  the 
New  Dunkards,  served  as  deacon  ten  years  and  for  eight  years  has  been 
an  elder.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  of  the  church.  In  politics  he  naturally  aligns  himself  with  the 
republican  party,  but  in  recent  years  has  supported  the  prohibition  ticket. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  township  assessor,  and  has  never  neglected  an 
opportunity  to  do  his  part  in  the  community  advancement.  Mr.  Shull 
removed  to  his  present  farm  in  March,  1872.  It  is  a fine  place  of  120 
acres,  situated  4%  miles  northwest  of  Burnettsville,  and  is  known 
as  “The  Forest  Dale  Stock  Farm.”  The  land  has  been  cleared 
and  tiled  under  his  personal  supervision,  and  in  the  past  forty  years  its 
value  has  increased  many  fold. 

Harvey  G.  Shull.  A native  of  White  County  and  a representative 
of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  the  Iloosier 
State,  Harvey  George  Shull  has  been  identified  with  the  great  funda- 
mental industry  of  agriculture  during  his  entire  active  career,  has 
made  the  same  a medium  for  the  achievements  of  large  and  worthy 
success,  and  he  stands  today  as  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  and  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  his  native  county,  within  whose  borders  virtually 
his  entire  life  thus  far  has  been  passed.  His  advancement  as  one  of 
the  world’s  productive  workers  has  been  the  result  of  his  own  well 
directed  endeavors  and  he  has  made  of  success  not  an  accident  but  a 
logical  result. 

At  the  old  homestead  in  section  14,  Jackson  Township,  this  county, 
Mr.  Schull  was  born  on  the  14th  of  November,  1840,  his  father,  Lewis 
Shull,  having  come  to  White  County  from  Ohio,  about  the  year  1835, 
and  having  become  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  industrious  agricul- 
turists of  Jackson  Township,  where  he  reclaimed  his  land  from  a 
virtual  wilderness.  Lewis  Shull  was  of  German  lineage,  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  where  the  family  was  founded  in  an  early  day, 
he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the  Baptist  church  and  in  politics 
he  was  first  a whig.  He  continued  his  residence  in  White  County  until 
his  death,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  well  advanced  in  years  when 
they  were  summoned  from  the  stage  of  their  mortal  endeavors,  secure 
in  the  high  regard  of  the  community  in  which  they  had  long  maintained 
their  home.  , 

Reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  home  farm,  Harvey  G.  Shull 
early  gained  abiding  appreciation  of  the  dignity  and  value  of  honest 
toil,  and  he  realized  that  upon  the  same  he  must  needs  depend  for  the 
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winning  of  individual  independence  and  prosperity.  Through  energy 
and  good  judgment  he  has  made  consecutive  advancement  and  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  a well  improved  farm  of  140  acres  seven  miles  north- 
east of  Monticello,  in  Liberty  Township,  the  very  appearance  of  this 
excellent  homestead  giving  evidence  of  unalloyed  thrift  and  prosperity. 
Mr.  Shull  is  emphatically  loyal  in  supporting  measures  projected  for 
the  general  good  of  the  community  and  has  been  a leader  in  progressive 
movements  in  the  improving  of  public  roads  and  the  providing  of 
adequate  drainage  facilities,  his  own  farm  having  an  excellent  system 
of  tile  drains  of  the  best  modern  type. 

Mr.  Shull  accords  unwavering  allegiance  to  the  cause  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  is  essentially  progressive  and  public-spirited  as  a citizen, 
and  while  he  has  never  sought  political  office  he  has  been  made  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  township  trustee  and  once  before  the  conven- 
tion as  county  commissioner,  the  normal  republican  majority  in  the 
township  compassing  his  defeat,  though  he  was  elected  township  super- 
visor and  continued  the  able  incumbent  of  this  office  for  seven  years. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Baptist  church  at  Sitka, 
Indiana,  and  he  is  liberal  in  the  support  of  its  various  activities. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1864,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Shull  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Clark,  of  Jackson  Township,  and  her 
death  occurred  October  20th  of  the  following  year.  November  25,  1869, 
Mr.  Shull  wedded  Miss  Sarah  E.  Ballinger,  a daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Elizabeth  (Edwards)  Ballinger,  sterling  citizens  of  Jackson  Township. 
Mrs.  Shull  is  a native  of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  born  January  20,  1852. 
There  were  five  children,  one  son  and  four  daughters  in  the  Ballinger 
family,  and  Mrs.  Shull  is  the  only  survivor.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Logan  County,  Ohio,  educated  in  the  primitive  schools  and  was  an 
agriculturist  by  occupation.  In  1857  he  and  his  wife  came  in  pioneer 
style  by  wagon,  driving  their  stock  all  the  way  from  Ohio  to  Liberty 
Township,  White  County.  He  was  a democrat.  He  died  in  1886,  and 
is  buried  in  Jackson  Township.  Mrs.  Ballinger  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
died  in  1869. 

Mrs.  Shull  received  only  an  ordinary  education  and  has  been  a true 
wife  and  mother.  She  has  always  stood  by  the  side  of  her  husband 
with  counsel  and  advice  and  in  the  rearing  of  her  children  to  honorable 
and  useful  lives.  She  and  her  husband  are  kind  hearted  and  true 
friends,  and  always  ready  to  aid  the  poor  and  needy. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shull  have  been  born  ten  children,  concerning 
whom  the  following  brief  record  is  entered  in  conclusion  of  this  article : 
Charles  A.,  who  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Liberty  Township,  married 
Miss  Zirbie  Hickman,  and  their  children  are  Zella  and  Paul.  Effie  E., 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


617 


the  second  child,  died  young.  William  Leonard,  who  resides  at  Sitka, 
this  county,  married  Miss  Mary  Luta  Hughes,  they  have  no  children. 
William  Leonard  was  a teacher  for  sixteen  years  in  White  County. 
Essie  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Marburger,  of  Liberty  Township,  and  they 
have  three  children, — Pauline,  Harvey  Milton,  and  Donna  Belle.  Alice 
is  deceased.  Harry  B.  married  Miss  Elpha  Maud  Terrell,  August  15, 
1915,  and  resides  in  Joliet,  Illinois,  both  he  and  wife  having  been  teachers. 
Lloyd  J.,  who  resides  at  Frankfort,  Clinton  County,  married  Miss  Minnie 
Moore  and  they  have  no  children.  James  Madison,  a resident  of  Brook, 
Newton  County,  married  Miss  Laura  Sentz,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Keith  Kenneth.  Fred  is  in  New  York  City,  but  makes  his  home  with  his 
parents,  being  inspector  of  The  Prudential  Casualty  Company.  Lulu 
is  the  wife  of  Wilbur  McMullen,  of  Cass  Township,  their  one  child  being 
James  Byron. 

Henry  C.  Shoop.  The  late  Henry  C.  Shoop,  whose  life  was  con- 
spicuously identified  with  the  agricultural  development  of  White  County, 
Indiana,  during  the  period  from  1867  until  his  death  in  1900,  was  one 
of  those  who  wielded  the  implements  of  construction  after  having  used 
those  of  destruction,  for  he  came  here  not  long  after  his  services  closed 
as  a soldier  of  the  Union  during  the  great  war  between  the  forces  of  the 
North  and  the  South.  Mr.  Shoop  was  born  at  Greenup,  Cumberland 
County,  Illinois,  September  23,  1840,  and  was  a son  of  Dr.  John  and 
Susanna  (Yontz)  Shoop,  natives  of  Virginia,  both  of  whom  have  been 
deceased  for  many  years. 

Henry  C.  Shoop  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Greenup, 
where  his  father  was  engaged  in  practice  as  a physician,  and  as  a youth 
learned  the  trade  of  harness  maker,  although  this  he  subsequently  aban- 
doned to  devote  himself  to  agricultural  operations.  When  the  Civil 
war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  with  other  young  men  of  his  community  in 
Company  D,  Twenty-first  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
while  serving  with  this  organization  was  dangerously  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Murfreesboro.  When  he  had  recovered  from  his  injury,  he 
remained  in  the  service,  being  taken  into  the  public  service  at  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana,  and  continued  to  be  so  engaged  until  the  termination 
of  his  term  of  enlistment,  when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Shoop  returned  to  his  home  at  Greenup,  Illinois,  and  there 
resumed  his  trade  as  a harness  maker,  being  engaged  in  business  with 
his  brother  until  April,  1867,  at  which  time  he  came  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  and  settled  on  a farm  located  in  West  Point  Township.  There 
he  developed  a good  property,  made  numerous  improvements,  and  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  general  farming  and  stockraising  operations  until  his 
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death,  which  occurred  May  9,  1900,  when  he  was  fifty-nine  years,  seven 
months  and  sixteen  days  old.  A stanch  republican  in  politics  from  the 
days  of  Lincoln,  he  ever  took  a keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  was  often  active  in  local  campaigns,  although  he  never  held 
public  office  himself.  He  is  still  remembered  by  the  older  generation  as 
a man  of  industrious  habits,  strict  integrity  and  probity  of  character, 
and  a citizen  who  was  at  all  times  willing  to  do  his  full  share  in  behalf 
of  the  community  welfare. 

Mr.  Shoop  was  married  October  4,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  G.  Baker, 
daughter  of  Charles  F.  and  Ann  J.  (Gill)  Baker,  whose  biography 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoop  there  were  born 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Orville,  who  is  deceased;  Edith,  who  resides 
with  her  mother  at  Monticello;  Charles;  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
Anheier;  Orlo  D. ; George;  Bay;  Anna  L.,  a resident  of  Indianapolis; 
and  Harold  H. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Shoop  continued  to  reside  on 
the  farm  in  Round  Grove  Township  for  four  years,  and  then  came  to 
her  present  home  at  Montiello.  She  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church. 

Charles  W.  Field.  A comparatively  recent  addition  to  the  citizen- 
ship of  White  County,  Charles  W.  Field  of  Monticello  has  contributed 
his  energies  as  a farmer,  stock  man  and  stock  shipper,  is  considered  a 
financial  and  business  factor  in  that  community,  and  is  a live  and  enter- 
prising citizen. 

Charles  W.  Field  was  born  November  19,  1858,  at  Princeton,  Bureau 
County,  Illinois,  being  one  of  the  four  children  born  to  Harry  C.  and 
Elizabeth  P.  (Reasoner)  Field.  His  parents  came  out  from  Berkshire 
County,  Massachusetts,  were  early  settlers  in  Central  Illinois,  and  spent 
a large  part  of  their  lives  on  a farm  in  that  rich  and  prosperous  agri- 
cultural section  of  Bureau  County. 

Charles  W.  Field  grew  up  in  Bureau  County,  acquired  his  education 
there  in  the  common  schools,  and  followed  farming  after  the  high  stand- 
ards maintained  in  that  section.  In  October,  1902,  he  removed  to  Union 
Township  in  White  County,  Indiana,  but  left  his  home  in  the  country 
in  1912  and  has  since  lived  in  Monticello.  He  still  owns  and  operates 
through  a renter  his  place  of  320  acres.  His  success  has  come  as  a 
general  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  he  is  an  expert  judge  of  live  stock,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  career  has  shipped  many  carloads. 

A republican  in  politics,  he  is  without  ambition  for  office,  but  has 
shown  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  recently  has  exerted  his  influence 
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in  behalf  of  some  candidate  who  he  considered  deserved  his  support. 
Mr.  Field  is  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1889  he  married  Carrie  B.  Lathrop,  daughter  of  M.  T.  W.  Latlirop 
of  Princeton,  Illinois.  She  died  in  April,  1897,  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Hazel.  June  12,  1899,  Mr.  Field  married  Laura  C.  Moore. 
Mrs.  Field  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  S.  and  Martha  (Sperry)  Moore  of 
Chillicothe,  Missouri,  where  both  of  them  are  now  at  rest.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Field  have  two  children : Harry,  born  June  3,  1902 ; and  Marjorie, 
born  October  9,  1903. 

William  Kitchen  and  Thomas  Moore.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kitchen, 
who  now  lives  in  her  comfortable  home  at  Monticello,  is  the  owner  of  a 
large  farm  in  Liberty  Township,  and  represents  through  her  family 
some  of  the  early  pioneer  settlers  of  White  County.  Her  husband  was 
the  late  William  Kitchen,  who  had  lived  in  White  County  for  a few 
years  and  had  only  laid  the  foundations  for  his  extensive  farming  enter- 
prise when  death  claimed  him. 

William  Kitchen  was  born  October  15,  1851,  in  Troy,  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  one  of  the  six  children  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Myers) 
Kitchen.  Both  parents  died  in  Ohio  and  are  buried  there.  William 
Kitchen  grew  up  in  his  native  state,  received  his  education  in  the  com* 
mon  schools,  and  farming  became  his  regular  business.  He  owned  a 
small  place  of  forty  acres  in  Ohio,  but  sold  this  and  in  1901  came  to 
White  County  in  search  of  a new  and  larger  home.  He  established  his 
residence  in  Liberty  Township,  and  was  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising  when  he  died  in  his  fifty-second  year  on  May 
'30,  1903.  He  was  buried  at  Buffalo  in  White  County.  In  all  his  varied 
relations  of  life  he  bore  an  honorable  reputation,  was  a great  lover  of 
home,  and  while  a democrat  and  interested  in  public  affairs  generally, 
never  held  any  office. 

On  June  1,  1893,  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  Mr.  Kitchen  married  Eliza- 
beth Moore,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Louisa  (Paul)  Moore.  A few  years 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Kitchen,  after  renting  her  farm  of 
295  acres,  moved  into  Monticello,  where  she  now  lives  in  comfort  and 
enjoying  her  relations  with  the  Methodist  Church  and  with  a large  circle 
of  friends.  Mrs.  Kitchen  has  one  son,  Paul  M.,  who  was  born  July  19, 
1894,  and  has  just  attained  his  majority.  Mrs.  Kitchen  grew  up  in 
Whit6  County,  and  for  eighteen  years  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  popular  teachers  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Five  of  these  years  were 
spent  in  the  Monticello  schools. 

Thomas  Moore,  her  father,  was  one  of  White  County ’s  pioneers,  and 
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during  liis  lifetime  witnessed  the  most  important  changes  that  have 
transformed  White  County  from  a wilderness  into  one  of  the  flourishing 
districts  of  the  Hoosier  State.  He  was  born  July  9,  1824,  near  McCon- 
nellsville  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  died  near  Buffalo  in  White 
County,  Indiana,  October  8,  1895.  His  wife,  Louisa  Paul,  was  born 
October  20,  1831,  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  died  July  11,  1892. 
Both  are  buried  at  Buffalo.  They  were  married  in  Ohio,  September 
20,  1849,  and  in  1852  came  by  wagon  to  White  County,  locating  on 
unimproved  farm  land  in  Liberty  Township.  The  late  Thomas  Moore 
was  unusually  successful  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  his  life  was 
in  many  wa}^s  a benefit  to  the  community.  He  was  a republican  in 
politics,  served  for  a number  of  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  a 
strong  Union  man  and  showed  his  friendship  for  the  old  soldiers  in  many 
ways  both  during  the  war  and  afterwards.  During  the  war  he  frequently 
carried  the  soldiers  across  Tippecanoe  River  when  they  came  home  on  a 
furlough.  Mrs.  Moore  was  noted  for  her  hospitality  and  maintained 
her  home  as  an  open  house  and  it  was  almost  constantly  a place  of  enter- 
tainment for  friends,  and  was  always  open  to  the  old  circuit  riders  and 
the  Methodist  ministers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary  Ellen,  deceased;  Jacob,  deceased;  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Kitchen;  Benjamin  F. ; John;  Lily,  wife  of  Rankin  Renwick;  and 
Joseph.  Benjamin  F.  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  University  at 
Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  was  superintendent  of  schools  at  Monticello, 
at  Frankfort  and  at  Marion.  He  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Muncie 
public  schools.  Joseph  and  Lily  were  both  teachers.  Mrs.  Kitchen 
was  also  a teacher  in  her  home  county  for  eighteen  years,  and  her  last 
work  was  in  Monticello. 

James  Hughes  Many  worthy  civilian  efforts  characterized  the  use- 
fulness of  the  late  James  Hughes  in  White  County,  but  he  also  had  a 
clean  and  honorable  record  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war.  The 
traits  of  faithfulness  and  courage  which  he  displayed  in  that  great 
struggle  were  subsequently  displayed  during  his  long  career  as  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser  in  Liberty  Township,  where  his  family  had  settled 
as  pioneers  in  1848,  and  while  he  was  primarily  a farmer,  he  had  the 
ability  and  found  the  inclination  at  all  times  to  serve  his  community, 
so  that  his  abilities  contributed  materially  to  its  upbuilding  and  devel- 
opment. 

James  Hughes  was  born  on  a farm  in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania, 
February  11,  1839,  a son  of  John  C.  and  Lucinda  (Smith)  Hughes,  of 
German  and  Irish  extraction.  The  parents  were  married  in  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  and  in  1847  made  the  journey  overland  to  Indiana,  settling  for 
a year  at  Monticello  and  then  moving  into  the  country,  where  they  took 
up  Government  land  in  Liberty  Township.  There  they  continued  to  be 
engaged  in  the  development  of  their  farm  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  mother  meeting  her  death  by  drowning,  in  1863,  while  the 
father  died  in  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
but  one,  Thomas,  is  living  today.  The  father  was  a republican  in  poli- 
tics and  took  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  serving  some  years  in 
the  capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a man  of  more  than  usual 
ability,  and  through  industry  and  well-directed  effort  accumulated  a 
good  property,  so  that  he  was  able  to  leave  his  children  in  comfortable 
circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

James  Hughes  was  eight  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  fam- 
ily in  their  journey  to  Indiana,  and,  as  were  the  great  majority  who 
came  to  the  rescue  of  their  country  in  its  hour  of  need,  was  following 
the  dull  routine  of  the  farm,  his  life  up  to  that  time  having  known  little 
deviation  from  the  strict  fulfillment  of  home  duty,  interspersed  by  inter- 
mittent attendance  at  the  district  schools,  where  he  was  given  instruc- 
tion during  three  months  each  winter.  He  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Thirty-fifth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  an  organization 
with  which  he  served  faithfully  for  ten  months,  and  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  with  his  honorable  discharge  at  Indianapolis.  Returning 
to  the  home  farm,  he  resumed  the  occupation  of  peace,  and  February  8, 
1866,  was  married  in  Liberty  Township  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Benjamin, 
daughter  of  Abel  and  Mary  (Conwell)  Benjamin.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  Frank,  Jeptha,  Luta,  Thomas,  Pearl,  Ethel, 
Cloyd,  Owen,  Estella,  Silas,  Benjamin  and  Roscoe,  of  whom  the  last 
four  named  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Hughes  remained  on  the  home  property,  assisting  his  father,  at 
whose  death  he  fell  heir  to  the  old  home  place.  There  he  resided  for  a 
period  of  forty-five  years,  being  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  at  times  breeding  blooded  cattle.  Like  his  father,  he  was 
an  industrious,  painstaking  and  practical  farmer,  and  his  intelligent 
application  of  modern  methods  enabled  him  to  gain  a full  measure  of 
success  from  his  labors.  He  was  an  able  business  man,  and  the  old  home 
place  is  in  Mrs.  Hughes’  name  for  life.  In  November,  1911,  Mr.  Hughes 
retired  from  his  long  and  faithful  labors  and  removed  to  his  home  at 
Monticello,  but  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  toil,  as  one 
month  later,  December  4,  1911,  he  died.  Few  men  held  in  greater  degree 
the  respect  and  regard  of  their  fellow-men,  his  integrity  and  fair 
dealing  being  proverbial.  He  inherited  his  father’s  republican  tenden- 
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cies,  always  took  a keen  and  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  served 
efficiently  for  some  years  as  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Liberty 
Township.  Mrs.  Hughes,  who  survives  her  husband,  resides  at  Monti- 
cello,  where  she  has  numerous  warm  and  appreciative  friends. 

Robert  Johnson  Clark,  M.  D.  One  of  the  esteemed  and  prominent 
members  of  the  medical  profession  in  former  years  at  Monticello  was 
Dr.  Robert  J.  Clark,  who  as  a kindly  family  physician  continued  to  give 
his  services  to  a wide  circle  of  patients  for  many  years  and  was  a valuable 
factor  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

Robert  Johnson  Clark  was  born  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  May  24, 
1844,  a son  of  Dr.  0.  L.  and  Charille  (Durkee)  Clark.  His  father  was 
a native  of  Virginia  and  his  mother  of  New  York  State,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  only  one  of  them  now  living.  The  City  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  was  the  home  of  nearly  all  these  children,  and  those 
deceased  are  all  buried  there. 

Dr.  Robert  J.  Clark  attended  the  common  schools,  was  also  a student 
in  the  Notre  Dame  University  at  South  Bend,  and  finally  entered  the 
Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  where  after  his  graduation  he  served 
as  an  interne  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital.  He  came  to  Monticello  to 
take  up  practice  in  partnership  with  Dr.  W.  S.  Haymond,  under  whom 
he  had  read  medicine  before  entering  medical  college.  After  1872 
Doctor  Clark  practiced  alone.  He  was  a thorough  student,  always 
regarded  as  a man  of  broad  scholarship,  and  was  very  successful  in  the 
handling  of  all  cases  entrusted  to  his  charge. 

Doctor  Clark  also  had  a military  record.  In  March,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Twenty-second  Indiana  Light  Artillery,  and  his  most  important 
service  was  during  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was  discharged  in  1865 
at  Indianapolis,  and  it  was  after  the  war  that  he  began  his  studies  for 
his  profession.  While  a democrat  in  politics,  the  only  offices  he  ever 
held  were  as  coroner  and  as  a member  of  the  board  of  health. 

On  July  5,  1871,  Doctor  Clark  married  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Reynolds, 
a daughter  of  James  Culbertson  and  Miranda  (Sill)  Reynolds.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  children:  Cornelia  R.,  widow  of  Lloyd  Logan; 
and  Frederick  Anderson. 

James  C.  Reynolds,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Doctor  Clark,  was  born  in 
Perry  County,  Ohio,  and  in  an  early  day  settled  on  farm  land  in  Union 
Township  in  White  County.  He  was  married  in  this  county  and  his 
seven  children  were  named  William  E.,  Mary  E-.  Ashbel,  deceased,  Ida, 
James  C.,  Carey,  and  Edith.  In  addition  to  farming  James  C.  Reynolds 
also  operated  an  old  mill  at  Monticello  and  was  a dry  goods  merchant. 
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and  took  a prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  at  one  time  having  served 
as  county  treasurer.  He  was  a democrat,  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  among  his  benefactions  to  the  community  was  the  donation 
of  the  land  where  the  Monticello  High  School  is  now  located.  Miranda 
Sill,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  C.  Reynolds,  was  a daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Martin)  Sill,  who  were  also  among  the  old 
settlers  of  Union  Township,  where  they  lived  and  died. 

Stephen  Nagel.  The  youth  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  without  the  aid  of  means  or  influence,  should  find 
encouragement  in  the  career  of  the  late  Stephen  Nagel,  who,  during  a 
long  and  honorable  career,  was  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of 
White  County.  When  he  arrived  in  the  United  States  he  was  a poor 
German  emigrant  lad  of  seventeen  years,  with  little  save  his  ambition 
and  determination  to  aid  him,  but  so  well  were  his  subsequent  activities 
directed  that  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1907,  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  property  and  the  possessor  of  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
people  in  whose  midst  he  had  lived  for  so  many  years. 

Mr.  Nagel  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  May  25,  1837,  a son  of 
Simon  Nagel,  who  passed  his  entire  career  in  Germany  and  there  died. 
Stephen  Nagel’s  education  was  obtained  from  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  land,  but  like  many  others  of  his  fellow-countrymen  he  felt  that 
there  was  no  future  for  him  there,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
managed  to  secure  passage  money  and  embarked  on  a sailing  vessel, 
bound  for  America.  Landing  at  New  York  City,  he  at  once  made  his 
way  to  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  and  there  secured  employment,  being  a 
willing  and  industrious  worker,  ready  to  turn  his  hand  to  whatever  hon- 
orable position  presented  itself.  The  Civil  war  called  him  to  the  rankg 
of  the  Union  army  in  defense  of  the  flag  of  his  adopted  country,  he 
enlisting  in  Company  H,  Thirty-fifth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  being  mustered  into  the  service  at  Indianapolis.  While 
in  the  army  Mr.  Nagel  contracted  sickness,  which  disabled  him  for  fur- 
ther service,  and  June  16,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  to  his  home. 

Not  long  after  the  war  Mr.  Nagel  came  to  White  County,  locating  on 
a farm  near  Reynolds,  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  and  there  continued 
to  be  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  for  several  years.  Subse- 
quently he  disposed  of  this  property  and  purchased  another  tract  in  Big 
Creek  Township,  to  which  in  the  following  years  he  added  from  time 
to  time  until  he  had  accumulated  420  acres,  and  this  property  continues 
to  be  in  the  family  possession  at  this  time.  Mr.  Nagel  continued  to  labor 
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faithfully  and  industriously  as  a farmer  until  October  20,  1902,  when 
he  felt  that  he  had  earned  a rest  from  his  activities,  and  accordingly 
retired  with  his  family  to  his  home  at  Monticello,  where  he  passed  away 
January  14,  1907,  being  buried  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery  at  Reynolds, 
Indiana.  Mr.  Nagel  was  a great  lover  of  his  home  and  was  always  a 
kind  husband  and  indulgent  father.  His  long  residence  in  White  County 
made  him  well  known  throughout  this  section,  and  the  esteem  and  regard 
in  which  he  was  universally  held  testify  eloquently  to  the  probity  of  his 
life.  For  many  years  he  was  a consistent  member  and  liberal  supporter 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  his  only  fraternal  connection  was 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  national  politics  Mr. 
Nagel  was  a democrat,  but  in  local  elections  was  inclined  to  use  his  own 
judgment  in  his  selection  of  candidates  whom  he  believed  best  fitted  for 
the  offices  at  stake,  and  thus  refused  to  be  bound  by  party  lines. 

Mr.  Nagel  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Tumm,  and  three  children 
were  bom  to  this  union:  Robert,  August  and  Stephen,  the  last-named 
of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  On  May  13,  1866,  Mr.  Nagel 
was  again  married,  his  wife  being  Amelia  Krining,  the  daughter  of 
Adolphus  and  Rosanna  (Quade)  Krining.  Mrs.  Nagel’s  parents  came 
to  White  County  in  1854  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
and  are  now  at  rest  at  Bunnell  Cemetery.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nagel : Henry,  a resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California ; 
Andrew,  who  is  engaged  in  operating  the  old  homestead  place  and  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  White  County;  Louisa,  who  is 
the  wife  of  C.  F.  Bliss,  of  Chicago;  John,  who  is  a practicing  physician 
of  Chicago;  Caroline,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  with  her  mother; 
George,  a resident  of  Chicago;  and  Albert,  who  lives  at  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

Benjamin  W.  Talbutt.  Only  those  who  have  been  through  the 
experience  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  and  the  hard  labor  attendant 
upon  the  reclamation  of  a tract  of  new  and  wild  land  into  a cultivated 
and  productive  farm.  It  has  been  the  lot  of  Benjamin  W.  Talbutt  to 
perform  his  share  of  this  sort  of  useful  labor,  and  his  present  place  of 
120  acres  in  Liberty  Township  is  in  an  important  degree  a monument 
to  his  well  directed  toil  and  capable  management,  Mr.  Talbutt  has 
been  a resident  of  White  County  for  about  half  a century,  and  while 
best  known  as  an  agriculturist  he  has  also  taken  a public  spirited  part 
in  local  affairs  and  is  a member  of  the  community  who  is  also  depended 
upon  in  movements  affecting  the  general  welfare  of  the  locality. 

The  Talbutts  are  of  pure  English  stock  and  grandfather  Talbutt 
came  from  England  many  years  ago  and  located  in  Virginia,  where  his 
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son,  Benjamin  W.  Talbutt,  Sr.,  was  born.  The  latter  was  married  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  to  Sarah  J.  Fauquer,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  From  Ohio  they  moved  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  where 
Benjamin  W.,  Sr.,  conducted  a sawmill  for  a number  of  years,  and  was 
also  a farmer  until  his  death.  He  was  a republican  in  politics.  His 
wife  died  in  White  County  and  both  are  now  at  rest  in  Carroll  County. 
To  their  marriage  were  born  five  children,  Ella,  deceased ; Benjamin 
W. ; Carrie,  deceased;  William,  deceased;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  L.  D. 
Taylor  of  Brookston. 

It  was  at  the  old  home  of  the  family  at  Pittsburg,  Carroll  County, 
Indiana,  that  Benjamin  W.  Talbutt  was  born  January  17,  1852.  As  a 
boy  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Carroll  County,  and  in  lSGb.accom- 
panied  his  mother  and  other  members  of  the  family  to  White  County, 
where  he  continued  his  education  for  a time.  His  mother  bought  the 
old  Jim  Davis  farm  on  Spring  Creek  near  Brookston.  There  he  came 
to  years  of  manhood  and  has  ever  since  made  farming  and  stock  raising 
his  principal  pursuits.  For  about  seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  LaPorte  County,  after  which  he  returned  to  White  County,  and 
about  twenty  years  ago  located  on  his  present  farm.  He  lias  not  only 
been  a witness  but  an  important  factor  in  the  changes  that  have  been 
made  in  the  landscape  around  his  home  within  the  period  of  his  own 
lifetime.  He  and  his  good  wife  were  people  who  were  willing  to  make 
sacrifices  and  work  hard  for  the  sake  of  the  future,  and  for  several 
years  they  accommodated  themselves  in  a small  two-room  house.  Prac- 
tically every  improvement  of  any  importance  on  the  farm  is  the  direct 
results  of  his  own  work.  He  has  cleared  up  many  acres,  has  grubbed 
out  the  stubs  and  underbrush,  and  not  many  years  ago  the  land  now 
occupied  by  his  productive  fields  was  of  little  value  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

On  May  12,  1878,  Mr.  Talbutt  married  Miss  Hattie  Martin,  whose 
parents  were  early  settlers  in  Tippecanoe  County.  Mrs.  Talbutt  was 
born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  October  12,  1858,  the  seventh  of 
the  eleven  children  born  to  Mitchell  and  Abigail  (Burroughs)  Martin. 
Six  of  the  children  are  yet  living,  and  all  are  residents  of  Indiana.  Mr. 
Martin,  the  father,  had  his  nativity  in  Ohio,  received  his  education  in 
the  primitive  schools  of  the  early  days,  and  became  identified  with  the 
republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  both  now  lie  buried  in  the  Spring  Creek  Cemetery  of 
White  County,  where  beautiful  stones  stand  sacred  to  their  memory. 
Mrs.  Talbutt  was  but  five  years  old  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to 
White  County,  and  in  its  public  schools  she  received  her  educational 
training.  She  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Spring  Creek. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbntt  take  pride  not  only  in  their  well  ordered  and 
valuable  farm,  but  also  in  their  fine  household  of  children.  There  have 
been  nine  births  in  the  family  and  the  names  are  as  follows : Nellie  B. ; 
Cullen  B. ; Scott  M. ; Bessie  H. ; William  H. ; John  C. ; Everett  D. ; 
Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months,  and  Jarvis.  Nellie  is  the 
wife  of  B.  F.  Dill,  of  Monticello,  and  they  have  seven  children — Ben- 
jamin M. ; William  G. ; Harold;  Leo;  Gwendolin;  Gladys,  and  Bertha. 
Bessie  Talbutt  became  the  wife  of  Emil  G.  Warner,  a farmer  in  Mis- 
souri, and  their  three  children  are  Lorine  H.,  Esther  L.  and  William 
Charles.  Cullen  B.  Talbutt,  who  is  a farmer  of  LaCrosse,  Indiana,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lila  Mason,  and  they  have  two  children,  George  and  Hattie. 

Mr.  Talbutt  has  gained  his  success  by  general  farming  and  the  rais- 
ing of  graded  stock.  His  home  is  located  on  Rural  Route  No.  1 out  of 
Monticello.  Practically  all  the  120  acres  are  under  cultivation  and 
from  time  to  time  he  has  ditched  and  drained  such  portions  as  needed 
that  improvement  and  his  fences  and  all  the  buildings  are  in  an  excel- 
lent state  of  repair.  In  August,  1915,  he  erected  one  of  the  finest  barns 
in  Liberty  Township,  a structure  50  by  36  feet  in  dimensions  and  16 
feet  high,  with  concrete  floors,  and  a corn  crib  24  by  40  feet.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Talbutt  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  politics 
he  is  a republican  so  far  as  national  questions  are  concerned,  but  in 
local  affairs  casts  an  independent  ballot.  He  attends  the  Christian 
Church.  He  has  given  most  of  his  time  to  the  development  of  his  farm 
and  its  attendant  interests,  but  has  not  neglected  his  duties  as  a public 
spirited  citizen,  and  served  one  full  term  as  township  supervisor  and 
held  that  office  a portion  of  two  other  terms. 

Holladay  Family.  For  three-quarters  of  a century  the  Holladay 
family  has  been  represented  in  White  County,  where  its  members  have 
been  largely  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  at  all  times 
being  identified  also  with  education,  religion,  politics  and  society.  They 
have  been  men  who  have  served  their  country  and  their  community  well, 
as  soldiers  during  the  Civil  war,  as  the  developers  of  farms  and  the 
founders  of  homes,  and  as  friends  of  education,  moral  probity  and  good 
citizenship.  Among  them  today  are  found  at  Monticello,  Phillip  A.  and 
Charles  A.  Holladay,  worthy  bearers  of  the  name,  and  sons  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers,  John  and  Charlotta  (Marquam)  Holladay.  Another  of 
the  pioneers’  children,  and  the  only  other  of  the  thirteen  who  is  now 
living,  is  Isabel,  the  wife  of  Augustus  Martin,  of  Brookston,  White 
County. 

John  Holladay  was  born  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  of  Irish 
extraction,  and  was  a young  man  when  he  journeyed  westward  with  the 
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tide  of  immigration  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Tippecanoe  County,  where 
he  met  and  married  Charlotta  Marquam,  who  had  been  born  in  Mary- 
land, of  English  descent.  About  the  year  1840,  seeking  a locality  in 
which  they  could  build  up  a home  and  develop  a property  for  their 
family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holladay  came  to  White  County  and  here,  during 
the  administration  of  President  Polk,  entered  from  the  United  States 
Government  a tract  of  wild  land  located  in  section  26,  Prairie  Town- 
ship. On  this  farm  they  lived  for  a number  of  years  and  although  they 
moved  to  Iowa  on  two  occasions,  returned  to  Indiana  each  time,  and 
died  on  the  homestead,  the  father  November  22,  1855,  and  the  mother 
in  1865,  and  both  were  here  buried.  Mr.  Holladay  was  a public-spirited 
citizen,  contributing  of  his  time  and  means  toward  the  support  of  laud- 
able enterprises,  and  was  generally  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  although  he  never  himself  held  public  office.  A 
hard-working,  conscientious  man,  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  was 
devoted  to  general  farming  and  the  raising  of  livestock,  although  he 
also  dealt  to  some  extent  in  farm  lands.  He  was  very  highly  esteemed 
in  the  community,  while  Mrs.  Holladay  was  generally  beloved  for  her 
kind-heartedness  and  sympathy. 

Phillip  A.  Holladay,  son  of  these  noble  pioneers,  was  born  in  Prairie 
Township,  White  County,  Indiana,  October  29,  1845.  He  grew  up 
amid  pioneer  surroundings,  and  still  vividly  remembers  moving  the  old 
frame  house  with  sixteen  yoke  of  oxen,  this  building  still  standing  on 
the  old  homestead  as  a remembrance  of  the  early  days,  although  since 
then  it  has  been  greatly  added  to  and  improved.  Mr.  Holladay  secured 
such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the  primitive  schools, 
did  his  full  share  of  the  work  of  clearing  and  development,  and  grew  to 
sturdy  young  manhood.  He  was  married  January  8,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Carr,  daughter  of  William  and  Cynthia  (Thompson)  Carr,  who 
came  to  Big  Creek  Township  during  the  ’30s  and  here  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hol- 
laday : Eugene  Griffith,  who  died  December  25,  1895 ; and  Anna  Laura, 
who  married  Linden  Woolev,  and  had  one  daughter,  Lela.  Mrs.  Wooley 
then  married  Ernest  Thompson,  and  has  one  daughter,  Gladys,  six 
years  old. 

On  February  1,  1865,  Phillip  A.  Holladay  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
was  mustered  into  the  Union  service  at  Indianapolis,  as  a soldier  for  the 
Civil  war.  He  remained  with  that  regiment  until  August,  1865,  when 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  and  was  mustered  out  at  Indianap- 
olis, and  at  once  returned  to  the  farm.  Mr.  Holladay  resumed  his 
operations  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  continued  to  be 
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engaged  industriously  therein  until  his  retirement,  in  1902,  since  which 
time  he  has  resided  at  his  home  at  Monticello.  He  still,  however,  retains 
168  acres,  the  old  homestead  place  in  section  26.  Mrs.  Holladay  died 
February  16,  1914,  at  Monticello,  and  was  buried  at  Brookston. 

Mr.  Holladay  still  retains  an  interest  in  his  old  army  comrades,  and 
is  a popular  comrade  of  Post  No.  51,  Monticello,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  of  which  he  has  served  for  five  years  as  commander,  while 
his  fraternal  connection  is  with  Chalmers  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  A stalwart  democrat,  he  has  been  active  as  a worker  in  the 
rlanksj  of  his  party,  and  has  served  as  township  supervisor  and  as  a 
member  of  the  county  council  of  White  County.  During  his  long  resi- 
dence in  White  County  he  has  formed  a wide  acquaintance,  and  a life 
of  probity  and  straightforward  dealing  has  gained  many  well-wishers 
and  admirers  for  him.  Mr.  Holladay  has  two  of  the  old  parchment 
deeds  executed  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  President  James  K.  Polk, 
dated  May  10,  1848,  which  are  valuable  heirlooms. 

Charles  A.  Holladay,  son  of  John  and  Charlotta  (Marquam)  Hol- 
laday, was  horn  in  Prairie  Township,  White  County,  Indiana,  November 
14,  1850,  and  received  his  education  in  the  township  schools,  which  he 
attended  during  the  short  winter  terms,  the  rest  of  the  year  being  passed 
in  the  work  of  the  homestead.  He  early  had  heavy  responsibilities  thrust 
upon  him,  for  he  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  the  other  male 
members  of  the  family  went  to  the  front  as  soldiers,  and  the  lad  was 
called  upon  to  take  care  of  the  family.  He  grew  up  to  farming  pursuits, 
and  early  chose  the  pursuits  of  the  soil  as  his  life’s  vocation.  On  May 
26,  1875,  Mr.  Holladay  was  married  to  Sarah  Jane  Martin,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Martha  A.  (Sortor)  Martin,  who  came  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  from  Ohio,  died  here,  and  are  buried  at  Brookston.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holladay : Ernest  G.,  a grad- 
uate of  Purdue  University,  and  now  a resident  of  Nashville,  Tennessee ; 
Fannie  A.,  who  was  killed  in  a runaway  accident,  in  1882;  Bessie 
Lucile,  who  died  in  1886;  and  Mary  Emma,  who  resides  with  her 
parents,  and  who  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Indiana. 

After  engaging  in  farming  and  stock  raising  for  many  years,  Mr. 
Holladay  rented  his  200-acre  farm,  and  in  1896  retired  from  farming. 
He  still  is  the  owner  of  this  property,  however,  which  he  rents,  and  is 
also  the  owner  of  150  acres  in  Pulaski  County,  Indiana.  He  resided  at 
Chalmers  for  nine  years,  then  spent  three  years  at  Bloomington,  Indiana, 
and  finally  came  to  Monticello,  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 

A republican  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Holladay  spent  six  years  as 
trustee  of  Big  Creek  Township,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a member 
of  the  White  County  Council  and  of  the  county  board  of  charity.  His 
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public  service  has  been  made  notable  by  conscientious  faithfulness  in 
the  discharge  of  duty  and  constant  zeal  in  looking  after  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  His  fraternal  connections  include  membership  in 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
he  and  the  members  of  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Holladay  has  been  an  eye-witness  to  the  great  changes 
that  have  taken  place  during  a long  period  of  years,  from  the  days  when 
he  drove  to  church  with  the  family  in  an  ox-team  to  the  present  day  of 
automobiles.  He  has  contributed  his  full  share  to  the  development  of 
his  part  of  the  county,  and  his  honorable  life,  both  public  and  private, 
entitles  him  fully  to  the  esteem  and  respect  in  which  he  is  universally 
held. 

Rev.  William  McCorkle.  For  nearly  half  a century  a resident  of 
White  County,  Rev.  William  McCorkle  came  to  this  locality  after  a 
service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  the  later  years  of 
his  life  have  been  spent  as  a leader  in  the  militant  church,  a cause  to 
which  he  has  given  as  faithful  service  as  performed  while  fighting  the 
battles  of  freedom  in  the  South. 

William  McCorkle  was  born  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania,. 
February  19,  1844,  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Faults)  McCorkle. 
His  parents  spent  all  their  lives  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1862  William 
McCorkle  enlisted  in  Company  F of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,, 
and  his  regiment  was  a part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  in 
many  battles,  scouting  and  skirmishing  campaigns,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  war  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Pittsburgh  in  1865.  As. 
a boy,  while  attending  school,  he  had  acquired  the  trade  of  blacksmith,, 
and  on  coming  west  to  White  County  in  October,  1865,  found  employ- 
ment at  his  trade  in  Monticello.  In  1867  Mr.  McCorkle  went  west  to 
Missouri,  but  returned  to  White  County  in  the  fall  of  1872  and  located 
at  the  Village  of  Idaville.  That  was  his  home  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
and  during  that  time  he  followed  his  trade  and  was  otherwise  identified 
with  the  industrious  and  high-minded  citizenship  of  that  community. 
He  removed  to  Monticello  in  March,  1902,  and  has  since  lived  in  the 
county  seat. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  McCorkle  took  up  the  study  of  theology,  and 
for  the  past  sixteen  years  has  been  a minister  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  was  formerly  connected  with  the  New  Dunkard  Church  of  God  at 
Idaville.  On  November  15,  1866,  Mr.  McCorkle  married  Miss  Margaret 
D.  Howie,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Malcolm)  Howie.  Their  one 
daughter,  Jennie,  is  the  wife  of  Hamilton  E.  McCulley.  Rev.  Mr. 
McCorkle  in  politics  combines  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  old 
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republican  party  as  represented  by  Lincoln,  but  has  strong  leanings 
towards  the  prohibition  cause.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a member  of  Tippecanoe  Post  No.  51 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Daniel  Keefer  * of  Wooster,  Ohio,  married  Charlotte  Englebright 
of  England.  In  1855  or  1854  they  moved  to  White  County,  where  they 
bought  the  farm  now  known  as  the  Warden  farm,  east  of  Monticello. 
Here  they  lived  until  they  died.  Mr.  Keefer  was  a reserved  gentleman. 
Mrs.  Keefer  was  a woman  of  unusual  temperament.  She  was  good 
looking,  fond  of  dress  and  had  some  little  talent  for  art.  She  kept 
her  household  accounts  in  a book  with  large  margins,  and  in  these  mar- 
gins were  her  designs  and  drawing.  She  was  loyal  and  loving,  but 
could  also  be  haughty,  yet  all  who  remember  her  do  so  with  delight  and 
admiration.  I have  heard  more  than  one  old  lady  in  Monticello  say  that, 
as  a girl,  it  was  her  ambition  to  grow  old  like  Mrs.  Keefer.  She  never 
grew  too  old  to  be  interested  in  her  personal  appearance  and  to  take 
care  in  the  details  of  her  dress.  This  was  no  common  thing  in  her  day 
and  surroundings. 

Two  children  survive  the  marriage  of  Daniel  and  Charlotte  Keefer : 
Lucyndia,  living  in  Ohio;  and  Daniel,  living  in  Attica,  Indiana, 

William  Beaver  Keefer, # one  of  the  early  settlers  of  White  County, 
was  a son  of  Daniel  and  Charlotte  (Englebright)  Keefer.  He  married 
Sarah  Anne,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Harley)  Mouer.  They 
lived  near  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  their  oldest  daughter  Lucy  was  born. 
In  1852  they  came  with  the  Mouer  family  to  White  County  and  settled 
in  Monticello,  where  Mr.  Keefer  began  his  career  as  a merchant  tailor 
and  real  estate  dealer.  At  one  time  he  owned  and  lived  on  the  farm 
now  known  as  the  Roberts  farm,  and  it  was  he  who  planted  the  original 
apple  orchard  east  of  the  dam. 

Mr.  Keefer  was  a self-educated  man.  He  was  fond  of  learning,  and 
at  his  death  had  a well-selected  library.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Keefer  were 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Ohio,  and  later  Mr.  Keefer  became 
a member  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Monticello.  They  were  known 
for  their  honest  kindness.  Their  children  are : Lucy,  who  married  Dr. 
Frank  Dale,  both  now  deceased,  and  it  is  said  by  all  who  knew  her  that 
Mrs.  Dale  was  the  sweetest  singer  and  the  most  beautiful  woman  Monti- 
cello has  ever  had;  Mary  Charlotte,  who  married  James  Michael  Gard- 

* By  Miss  Gardner,  librarian  of  the  Monticello  Library 
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ner,  now  living  in  Camden,  Indiana ; Elizabeth  Jane,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Ziegler  of  Attica,  Indiana;  James  and  Ida,  both  deceased:  and 
William  D.,  living  in  Alaska. 

r 

Joseph  Mower, # whose  family  name  was  formerly  spelled  Maurer, 
came  from  Pennsylvania.  He  married  Mary  Harley  of  Ohio.  In  1852 
they  came  from  near  Wabash,  Indiana,  to  White  County  and  bought 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Spencer  Carson.  Their  children  were:  Levi, 

Elizabeth,  Jesse,  Sarah  Anne,  John,  Rudolph,  Joseph,  Daniel  and  Wil- 
liam. The  only  living  member  of  this  family  is  Joseph,  now  living  in 
East  Monticello. 

Joseph  Mower  of  East  Monticello  married  Elizabeth  Burgner  of  Ohio. 
They  bought  the  farm  known  as  the  Pike  Creek  farm  and  built  the 
present  house  on  that  place.  With  the  exception  of  a few  years  they 
lived  there  until  they  moved  to  East  Monticello.  Their  children  are: 
Blanche,  widow  of  William  Couger,  living  near  Pike  Creek;  Charley, 
living  in  Monticello;  Frank,  living  in  Monticello;  Lucy,  who  married 
Mr.  Witham;  and  Walter,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mower  live  a quiet 
life  and  are  devoted  to  their  religion.  They  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  at  Monticello. 

Daniel  Beshoar.  A scion  of  a family  whose  name  has  been  worthily 
linked  with  the  annals  of  White  County  for  half  a century,  Mr.  Beshoar 
has  here  maintained  his  home  since  the  days  of  his  early  youth  and  has 
been  successfully  concerned  with  farming  and  stock-growing,  with  busi- 
ness interests  in  the  City  of  Monticello,  and  with  civic  affairs.  He  is 
now  engaged  as  a buyer  and  shipper  of  stock  and  is  a valued  member 
of  the  City  Council  of  Monticello — a citizen  of  sterling  character  and 
one  who  has  impregnable  place  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem. 

Though  his  entire  adult  life  has  been  passed  in  White  County,  Mr. 
Beshoar  reverts  to  the  old  Keystone  State  as  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
He  was  born  at  Lewistown,  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  29th 
of  January,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Smith)  Beshoar, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1805,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Snyder  Coimty, 
that  state,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1831,  their  marriage  having  been 
solemnized  in  Mifflin  County,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1849.  The  father 
was'  of  French  and  the  mother  of  Irish  lineage  and  both  families  were 
early  founded  in  Pennsylvania.  Of  the  nine  children  the  subject  of  this 
review  is  the  firstborn;  Adaline,  who  was  born  October  15,  1851,  died 


* By  Miss  Gardner,  librarian  of  the  Monticello  Library. 


632 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


in  1866;  Emma,  who  was  born  October  7,  1853,  died  on  the  18th  of 
the  same  month;  James  was  born  October  16,  1854;  Margaret,  May  3, 
1857;  and  Hiram,  June  19,  1859;  Albert  was  born  September  30,  1861, 
and  died  April  2,  1873 ; Alice  was  born  December  16,  1864;  and  William 
on  the  11th  of  February,  1866,  the  foregoing  list  indicating  that  five  of 
the  children  are  still  living.  The  father  was  first  married  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1828,  and  Rev.  David  Shallenberger  then  performed  the  nuptial 
ceremony  which  made  Miss  Susanna  Rothrock  his  wife.  She  passed  to 
the  life  eternal  December  18,  1847,  and  of  the  ten  children  of  this  union 
only  two  are  living — Mrs.  Sarah  Musser,  of  McVeytown,  Mifflin  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mrs.  Asenath  Snyder,  who  resides  at  Trinidad,  Col- 
orado. 

In  his  native  state  Daniel  Beshoar,  Sr.,  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  as  gauged  by  the  standards  of  the  locality  and  period,  and 
as  an  able  linguist  familiar  with  both  the  French  and  German  as  well 
as  the  English  languages,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  serve  as  an 
interpreter  in  court  proceedings  in  Pennsylvania.  He  continued  his 
Tesidence  in  the  Keystone  State  until  March  16,  1865,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  located  on  a farm  one 
and  one-half  miles  north  of  Monticello,  where  his  death  occurred  on  the 
27th  of  October  of  the  same  year.  He  was  originally  a whig  and  later 
a republican  in  politics  and  as  a man  of  well-fortified  opinions  con- 
cerning governmental  affairs  he  took  a lively  interest  in  public  matters 
and  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  community  welfare.  Mrs.  Mary  (Smith) 
Beshoar  survived  her  husband  by  forty  years  and  was  summoned  to  the 
life  eternal  on  the  12th  of  October,  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  both  having  been  earnest  members  of  the  Old  Brethren  Church 
and  the  remains  of  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Burnetts- 
ville,  White  County. 

Daniel  Beshoar  II,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  state  and  was 
nearly  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  White 
County,  Indiana.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  initiated  his  inde- 
pendent career  as  a farmer  in  this  county ; shortly  prior  to  this  he  had 
assumed  marital  responsibilities,  since,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1867, 
was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  Young,  a daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Amanda  (Conroud)  Young,  who  immigrated  to  Indiana 
from  their  native  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  1866  and  who  first  settled  in 
Carroll  County,  whence  they  came  to  White  County  two  years  later; 
they  located  on  a farm  near  the  Village  of  Norway  and  later  removed 
to  Lake  Cicot,  Cass  County,  where  Mr.  Young  died  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1876,  his  widow  long  surviving  him  and  passing  the  closing  years  of 
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her  life  in  the  City  of  Gary,  this  state,  where  her  death  occurred  on  the 
22d  of  November,  1913,  aged  eighty-two  years,  six  months  and  twenty- 
seven  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beshoar  became  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Gertrude,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Spencer,  of  this  county;  Milton, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  weeks;  and  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ora 
Ilamill,  their  home  being  in  the  City  of  Monticello. 

Mrs.  Beshoar  is  a lady  who  commands  the  respect  and  friendship 
of  all  who  know  her.  Socially  she  is  a member  of  the  Eastern  Star  No. 
165  of  Monticello.  When  she  and  her  husband  were  married  and  began 
the  journey  of  life  their  cash  capital  would  not  exceed  $25,  and  in  the 
years’  labor  and  economy  they  have  acquired  a nice  competence,  besides 
rearing  and  educating  their  children  for  honored  places  in  their  respective 
homes.  Mrs.  Beshoar  has  stayed  by  her  husband’s  side  all  these  years, 
aiding  him  in  the  building  up  of  their  peaceful  and  happy  home  life, 
and  their  home  is  one  of  cordiality  and  good  cheer  to  their  many  friends 
who  may  enter  its  hospitable  portals. 

Mr.  Beshoar  continued  his  operations  as  one  of  the  progressive  and 
substantial  agriculturists  and  stockgrowers  of  Jackson  Township  until 
December,  1887,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Monticello,  where 
he  and  his  wife  have  since  maintained  their  residence  and  where  they 
have  an  attractive  home  that  is  known  for  its  hospitality.  For  a period 
of  eleven  years  Mr.  Beshoar  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  meat-market 
business  in  Monticello,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  active  as  a 
stock  buyer.  He  has  been  under  all  circumstances  and  conditions  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  public  affairs  of  a local  order.  He  served  two  terms 
as  city  marshal  and  is  at  the  present  time  a member  of  the  city  council, 
a position  of  which  he  has  been  the  loyal  and  efficient  incumbent  since 
1914.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, including  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  also  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  A man  whose  course  has  been  guided  and  governed 
by  the  highest  principles  of  integrity  and  who  has  marked  the  passing 
years  with  worthy  achievement,  he  has  a wide  circle  of  friends  in  the 
county  that  has  long  been  his  home. 

John  B.  Wright.  There  is  an  old  proverb  to  the  effect  that  a cradle 
is  not  a safe  place  for  reliable  prophecy  concerning  the  future  career 
and  destiny  of  its  occupant.  This  is  paramount  to  saying  that  the  place 
and  circumstances  of  origin  are  of  less  importance  than  the  factors  which 
an  individual  brings  into  his  own  life  at  a later  time  than  birth.  The 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Idaville,  and  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
most  influential  citizens  of  that  section  of  White  County,  was  born 


634 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


August  6,  1847,  in  a hewed  log  cabin  that  stood  two  miles  north  and  half 
a mile  east  of  Idaville.  He  came  into  the  world  with  circumstances 
no  better  and  no  worse  than  those  surrounding  the  birth  of  many  men 
of  his  time,  but  in  his  own  life  has  accomplished  that  which  gives  him  a 
deserved  position  of  leadership. 

His  father  was  Stephen  P.  Wright,  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  of 
the  early  settlers  of  White  County.  Born  in  Kentucky,  at  the  age  of 
three  years  he  lost  his  mother,  and  his  father  then  settled  in  Putnam 
County,  Indiana,  later  removed  to  the  Wabash  River  in  Carroll  County, 
and  while  there  the  father  died.  Stephen  P.  Wright,  who  came  to 
manhood  in  Carroll  County,  as  an  orphan  boy  had  many  privations  and 
hardships.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  without  ever  having  had  the  advan- 
tages of  schools,  he  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright,  and  also  worked 
at  cabinet  making.  Many  black  walnut  coffins,  at  $1  per  foot,  many 
chairs  and  spinning  wheels  and  other  wooden  utensils  of  that  day  were 
made  by  him.  He  grew  up  in  Carroll  County  and  in  that  vicinity 
married  Elizabeth  Wood,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren. The  wife  and  all  these  children  died,  and  he  subsequently  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Billingsley.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  still  living.  In  the  latter  part  of  1845  Stephen  P.  Wright 
brought  his  family  to  what  is  now  Jackson  Township  in  White  County, 
and  buying  forty  acres,  started  to  make  a home,  earning  the  means  of 
support  largely  through  work  at  his  trade.  His  death  occurred  April 
14,  1880,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  October,  1875.  Though  his  early 
life  had  been  one  of  many  privations,  he  possessed  the  substantial 
virtues  of  the  pioneer,  was  an  excellent  neighbor,  and  bore  a reputation 
of  square,  upright  conduct. 

John  B.  Wright  grew  up  on  the  old  home  place  and  after  the  age  of 
nine  lived  on  the  farm  which  he  still  occupies.  His  youthful  days  were 
passed  in  farm  work,  with  attendance  at  the  neighboring  district  schools. 
He  also  for  a time  attended  the  Burnettsville  Academy,  and  made  such 
use  of  his  opportunities  that  he  was  qualified  as  a teacher  and  spent 
thirteen  terms  in  teaching  winter  schools.  Since  1880  Mr.  Wright  has 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  farming.  At  first  he  owned 
only  a small  tract  of  land,  and  carried  on  his  operations  both  on  that 
and  on  rented  land,  and  gradually  invested  his  surplus  capital  until  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  about  242  acres.  In  1909  Mr.  Wright  became  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Idaville,  and  has  given  his  business  judgment  and 
individual  resources  to  that  institution  for  the  past  six  years. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a republican,  and  has  done  much  for  the  benefit  of  his 
community.  From  August,  1890,  to  August,  1895,  he  was  township 
trustee,  and  in  1908  completed  another  term  of  four  years  in  the  same 
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office.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church. 

While  struggling  to  effect  a position  for  himself  as  a teacher,  Mr. 
Wright  was  married  October  26,  1871,  to  Isabel  Bailey,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Agnes  (Morrison)  Bailey.  Thomas  Bailey  was  born  near 
Belfast,  Ireland,  and  came  with  his  people  to  Canada  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  In  Canada  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Agnes  Morrison, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland.  In  1850  he  brought  his  family  to  the  United 
States  and  located  on  a farm  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana.  There  were 
three  Bailey  children,  and  of  these  Isabel,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Wright,  was 
born  in  Canada,  July  16,  1846.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children : Stephen  Calvin,  who  for  a time  was  financial  agent 
of  the  Reformed  Church  Presbyterian  School  of  Cedarville,  Ohio,  and  is 
now  an  instructor  in  that  institution ; Agnes  Luella ; Glensen  Gale ; 
Mary  Elsie,  wife  of  Elliott  Crowell ; Oda  May,  deceased,  who  married 
Harvey  Downs;  Laura  Belle,  who  was  educated  in  the  Monticello  High 
School  and  the  State  Normal  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  and  graduated 
from  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  College  at  Cedarville,  Ohio,  was  the 
principal  of  the  Idaville  Public  Schools  and  on  June  16,  1915,  wedded 
Prof.  Frederick  D.  Francis,  who  was  the  superintendent  of  the  Idaville 
schools.  One  daughter,  Fanny  Edna,  died  when  about  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

Jewell  F.  Ward.  For  fully  half  a century  Mr.  Ward  has  lived  in 
White  County,  has  met  and  accepted  hazard  of  chance  and  circumstance, 
has  steadily  strengthened  a reputation  for  integrity  and  unimpeachable 
conduct,  and  along  with  a fair  degree  of  well  won  prosperity  he  has 
acquired  those  inestimable  riches  of  character  and  honor. 

Though  nearly  all  his  life  has  been  spent  in  this  county,  he  was 
born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  May  7,  1864,  a son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Blickenstaff)  Ward.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of  this 
state,  and  were  married  here.  Their  three  children  were  Jewell,  Joseph 
and  Ella  May.  It  was  in  1865  that  the  family  removed  from  Tippecanoe 
to  White  County  and  located  in  Big  Creek  Township.  There  the  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1869.  Later  William  Ward  married  Martha  Wilson 
and  both  are  now  living  at  Reynolds.  The  active  career  of  William  Ward 
was  spent  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

Jewell  F.  Ward  grew  up  in  White  County,  attended  the  local  schools, 
and  when  still  a young  man  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  relying  upon  his  own  industry  and  integrity  to  advance  him  to 
a creditable  position.  Some  years  ago  he  located  in  Liberty  Township, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  fine  farms  in  that  locality,  comprising  240  acres 
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in  section  26.  He  lias  carried  forward  a large  amount  of  improvement, 
has  built  house  and  barn,  and  has  a great  deal  to  show  for  his  earlier 
years  of  industry  and  self  denial. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  on  Christmas  Day  of  1888,  Mr.  Ward 
married  Bertha  Krintz,  a daughter  of  Michael  Krintz.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward  in  addition  to  accumulating  a substantial  degree  of  material  pros- 
perity also  deserve  a great  deal  of  credit  for  having  brought  into  the 
world  and  trained  to  the  principles  of  truth  and  honesty  a large  family 
of  children.  Many  of  these  children  are  now  in  the  world  for  them- 
selves, while  the  others  are  still  around  the  hearth  and  threshold.  Their 
names  are:  Lewis  William,  Joseph  Raymond,  Viola  Ethel,  Lila  Gladys, 
Nina  Ruth,  Gertrude,  Francis  Dale,  Clark,  Haven,  Ellen,  Nellie,  Morris, 
Doris,  and  Byron.  The  families  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Sitka.  Their  home  is  on  Rural  Route  No.  4 out  of  Monticello.  Liberty 
Township  people  have  come  to  know  and  esteem  Mr.  Ward  and  recognize 
in  him  a citizen  whose  influence  and  activities  mean  much  to  the  com- 
munity. The  pretty  estate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  is  known  as  the  Catalpa 
Grain  and  Stock  Farm. 

William  H.  Downs.  When  the  Downs  family  came  into  White 
County  in  1852  they  found  conditions  such  as  can  now  be  scarcely  imag- 
ined. Though  the  first  settlers  had  arrived  some  twenty  years  before, 
the  foundations  of  development  had  only  been  laid  and  the  real  task 
of  the  pioneer  was  still  before  the  people.  As  good  citizens  the  Downs 
family  has  furnished  their  quota  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  William  H.  Downs,  who  was  a child  when  the 
family  came  to  White  County,  is  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  is  now  living  quietly  retired  at  Idaville  after  a successful  career 
as  a farmer. 

Samuel  Downs,  his  father,  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  December 
13,  1811,  and  died  at  Monticello,  March  15,  1884.  He  was  a son  of 
William  Downs  and  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  Some  years  after  his 
marriage  he  left  Ohio,  and  in  1845  settled  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana, 
and  after  seven  years  of  residence  there  moved  into  White  County  in 
1852,  locating  two  and  a half  miles  north  of  Monticello.  He  developed 
a tract  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  and  was  active  as  a farmer  for  about 
thirty  years.  In  religion  he  was  a Methodist,  had  no  secret  order  affilia- 
tions, and  up  to  the  early  ’50s  voted  regularly  with  the  whig  party,  after 
which  he  was  a strong  supporter  of  the  republican  organization.  He 
was  known  as  a money  maker,  but  at  the  same  time  was  very  liberal,  and 
was  as  generous  as  he  was  hard  working.  He  owned  about  120  acres  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Samuel  Downs  married  Anna  Hiens,  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania  Dutch  descent.  They  were  married  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  October 
25,  1832,  and  she  died  in  Monticello,  April  15,  1891.  Of  their  nine 
children  three  died  in  infancy,  and  William  H.  is  the  only  survivor  and 
the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

William  H.  Downs  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  June  25,  1843, 
and  was  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  through  Tip- 
pecanoe County  into  White  County.  His  education  had  already  begun 
in  the  common  schools,  and  was  continued  in  White  County  in  the  inter- 
vals of  his  labors  on  the  farm.  He  was  nearing  his  eighteenth  birthday 
when  the  war  broke  out,  and  a little  more  than  a year  later,  on  August 
2,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Logansport  in  the  Union  army.  His  company 
was  organized  at  South  Bend,  and  became  Company  G in  the  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  Infantry  under  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Westlake.  The  company 
was  mustered  in  August  16,  1862,  at  South  Bend,  went  south  to  Louis- 
ville, where  they  drew  arms  and  rations,  then  proceeded  to  Lexington 
and  were  ordered  to  Richmond,  Kentucky,  but  arrived  too  late  for  the 
battle  there  in  the  fall  of  1862.  His  command  then  returned  to  Louis- 
ville, and  was  assigned  to  Buell’s  army  and  marched  on  to  Nashville. 
He  then  went  to  Murfreesboro  and  engaged  in  the  great  battle  of  Stone 
River.  From  Murfreesboro  he  was  detailed  about  the  first  of  April  in 
1863  to  take  part  in  Colonel  Straight’s  raid.  This  organization  consisted 
of  about  four  regiments  of  infantry,  poorly  mounted  on  almost  unbroken 
mules.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  capture  Confederate  arms 
and  munitions  factory  at  Rome,  Georgia.  The  raiders  were  captured 
by  the  Confederate  army  when  four  or  five  miles  from  Rome,  but  about 
four  days  before  that  Mr.  Downs  on  account  of  illness  had  been  sent 
back  first  to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  and  then  to  Nashville,  and  accordingly 
escaped  the  fate  of  his  comrades.  He  remained  in  Nashville  until  the 
privates  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  his  regiment  were  exchanged 
and  returned  to  Nashville.  The  commissioned  officers  were  sent  to 
Libby  Prison,  and  some  of  them  subsequently  escaped  through  the 
famous  tunnel.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Nashville  in  October, 
1863,  and  was  reorganized.  From  that  time  forward  the  command 
served  chiefly  on  guard  duty  along  the  Tennessee  River.  Mr.  Downs  was 
mustered  out  at  Nashville  on  July  1,  1865,  after  nearly  three  years  of 
active  service.  During  the  closing  months  of  the  war  he  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Decatur  and  Athens,  Alabama,  and  many  other  com- 
munities. 

On  returning  home  he  exchanged  the  equipments  of  warfare  for 
those  of  peaceful  agriculture,  and  was  diligent  and  progressive  as  a 
farmer  up  to  1906,  in  which  year  he  retired  and  moved  to  Idaville.  Mr. 
Downs  still  owns  a fine  farm  of  266  acres. 
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On  September  25,  1866,  a little  more  than  a year  after  he  returned 
from  the  army,  he  married  Rachel  E.  Hamil,  daughter  of  James  H.  and 
Nancy  (Montgomery)  Hamil  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Downs 
was  born  in  Carroll  County,  May  26,  1846,  and  her  parents  were  pioneer 
settlers  there.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  eight  children,  as  follows : Edwin  H.,  Frank  W.,  Charles 
E.,  Harry,  Samuel,  James  H.,  Jennie,  and  Elsie.  Edwin  H.,  the  eldest 
child,  is  a resident  of  Jackson  Township  and  a farmer.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  He  wedded  Miss  Cora  Critchfield  and  they 
have  two  children,  Clara  Blanche  and  Eva  Birdella.  Clara  is  in  high 
school  and  Eva  in  the  seventh  grade.  Mr.  Downs  is  a republican  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Frank  W.,  a 
resident  of  Decatur,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  newspaper  work  and 
printing,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  State  Normal  at 
Terre  Haute  and  was  a teacher.  He  married  Miss  Cora  Sharkley,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  Charles  S.  and  James  H.,  both  in  school.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Downs  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he 
is  a republican.  Charles  E.,  a resident  of  Warren,  Indiana,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  is  a commercial  traveler.  He  married 
Miss  Catharine  Work,  and  they  have  one  son,  William.  Charles  Downs 
is  a republican  and  a Mason.  Harry  died  September  23,  1887.  Samuel, 
a resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  an  optician,  married  Miss 
May  French,  and  they  have  three  children,  Roscoe,  Harold  and  Elsie 
May.  Samuel  Downs  is  a republican  in  politics.  James  H.,  a resident 
of  Jackson  Township,  and  a farmer,  married  twice,  the  last  time  to  Miss 
Bessie  Blythe,  and  they  have  one  son,  Howard.  Mr.  Downs  is  a repub- 
lican and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Jennie,  a resident  of  Riv- 
erside, California,  is  a stenographer.  She  was  educated  in  the  high 
school  and  took  her  stenographic  course  in  Bloomington,  Illinois.  Elsie 
is  at  home.  She  is  a graduate  of  the  State  Normal  University  at  Terre 
Haute,  in  the  class  of  1912,  and  has  been  one  of  the  successful  teachers 
of  White  County  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Downs  is  a republican,  but  has  done  little  work  in 
the  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Monticello,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Since 
coming  into  Idaville  from  the  country  they  have  lived  in  a very  neat 
house  in  that  village,  and  are  among  the  most  highly  respected  people 
in  that  part  of  the  county. 

Edward  R.  Dye.  With  fifty  years  of  residence  in  White  County  the 
Dye  family  has  been  one  of  those  most  actively  identified  with  the  varied 
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industry  and  business  of  the  comity,  and  Edward  R.  Dye,  who  has  lived 
here  nearly  all  his  life,  is  one  of  the  leading  coal  operators  of  the  state. 

Edward  R.  Dye  was  born  in  Mineral  County,  West  Virginia,  October 
31,  1861,  a son  of  James  W.  and  Nancy  (Taylor)  Dye.  His  father  was 
born  in  Hampshire  and  his  mother  in  Mineral  County,  West  Virginia, 
the  father  being  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The  Dye  family  goes  back  in  Amer- 
ican history  to  the  time  when  three  brothers  came  over  from  Scotland 
and  located  in  the  colonies.  James  W.  Dye  and  wife  were  married  in 
West  Virginia,  and  in  1866  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating 
on  a farm  near  Wolcott.  Here  he  became  well  known  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness, and  was  also  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  died  January  24, 
1904,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Remington.  His  widow  is  still  living  at 
Wolcott.  Their  three  sons  are:  Edward  R.,  Charles  T.  and  George  D. 
James  W.  Dye  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  for  several  terms  filled 
the  office  of  county  commissioner.  He  lived  retired  during  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life,  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Edward  R.  Dye  grew  up  in  White  County,  attended  the  local  public 
schools,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  actively  assisting  his  father  on 
the  stock  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  took  up  farming  for  himself 
north  of  Wolcott,  but  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  been  interested 
in  larger  affairs.  Leaving  the  farm  in  1890  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  with  his  father  and  brother  at  Wolcott,  and  this  concern  is 
still  carried  on  by  his  brother.  Mr.  Dye  is  now  president,  general  man- 
ager and  treasurer  of  the  United  Fourth  Vein  Coal  Company  of  Indian- 
apolis, a company  that  operates  seven  mines  in  the  Linton  district  of 
Greene  County,  Indiana.  Mr.  Dye  resides  at  Monticello,  and  has  a num- 
ber of  other  business  connections  at  Indianapolis. 

On  September  28,  1881,  Mr.  Dye  married  Maud  Britton,  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Gill)  Britton,  who  came  to  White  County  from 
Newark,  Ohio,  in  1867,  both  being  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dye 
have  been  born  two  daughters,  Lulu  E.  and  Edna.  Lula  E.  graduated 
from  the  Monticello  High  School  and  was  a student  of  DePauw  Uni- 
versity. She  is  the  wife  of  Russell  Gardner  and  a resident  of  Monticello, 
Indiana.  Edna  is  also  a graduate  of  the  Monticello  High  School,  and  was 
a student  in  DePauw  University.  She  is  the  wife  of  Everett  Gardner, 
and  they  are  residents  of  Monticello. 

Mr.  Dye  is  generally  interested  in  public  affairs,  though  he  has  never 
held  office,  and  belongs  to  the  democratic  party.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Monticello,  and  his 
family  practice  the  principles  of  the  Christian  Science  Church,  with 
membership  in  the  Mother  Church  at  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
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Wilijam  F.  Brucker.  A citizen  whose  career  in  White  County  has 
been  characterized  by  sufficient  accomplishment  and  influence  to  make 
his  name  known  in  every  township  and  locality  is  William  F.  Brucker, 
who  for  many  years  was  identified  with  railroad  service,  is  a former 
county  treasurer,  and  at  this  writing  is  temporarily  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tile  at  Montieello. 

Nearly  all  his  life  has  been  spent  within  the  limits  of  White  County. 
William  F.  Brucker  was  born  in  Logan,  Ohio,  August  4,  1863.  Jacob 
F.  Brucker,  his  father,  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  married  there  Frederieka  Keller.  In  the  old  country  he 
learned  the  wagonmaker’s  trade,  and  was  employed  in  that  line  until 
he  came  to  America.  With  his  wife  and  two  children  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  on  board  a sailing  vessel  about  the  year  1856,  and  from 
that  time  until  1865  the  family  resided  in  Ohio.  It  was  in  1865  that  the 
Brucker  family  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  located  at  Rey- 
nolds, where  Jacob  F.  Brucker  worked,  at  his  trade  and  where  he  lived 
until  his  death.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living,  William  F.  the  only  one  in  White  County. 

While  there  was  little  out  of  the  ordinary  in  the  life  of  the  late  Jacob 
F.  Brucker,  he  was  the  type  of  man  whose  life  after  all  counts  for  most 
in  any  community  or  nation.  He  came  to  the  United  States  with  only 
sufficient  means  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  journey.  He  was  unable  to 
speak  the  English  language  and  was  unacquainted  with  the  customs  and 
manners  of  the  country.  He  possessed  two  important  attributes — a will- 
ingness to  work  early  and  late  to  support  his  family,  and  a sturdy, 
rugged  industry  characteristic  of  the  best  German  people.  He  lived  a 
clean,  upright  life,  paid  his  honest  debts,  and  passed  away  with  the 
respect  of  his  fellowmen.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

William  F.  Brucker  was  reared  to  manhood  in  and  around  Reynolds, 
where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Twenty-two  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  railroad  work  for  the  Pennsylvania  System  as 
telegraph  operator  and  station  agent,  being  located  at  different  times  at 
Reynolds,  Goodland,  Kentland  and  Wolcott.  In  1903  Mr.  Brucker 
removed  to  Montieello,  and  that  city  has  since  been  his  home.  In  1904 
he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  White  County,  filled  that  office  with 
scrupulous  integrity  and  efficiency  for  two  years,  and  has  also  served 
three  years  as  city  treasurer  of  Montieello.  Mr.  Brucker  is  a democrat, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Ediights  of  Pythias. 
On  October  10.  1889,  he  married  Miss  Gertrude  Goodrich,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Fred  L..  Fay  and  Henry  K.  Fred  L.. 
who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  was  educated 
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in  the  Monticello  schools  and  then  took  a business  course  in  the  State 
University  at  Bloomington,  Indiana.  His  residence  is  at  Monticello, 
Indiana.  Fay  is  the  wife  of  Harry  R.  Hildreth  of  Monticello.  She  is 
a graduate  of  the  Monticello  High  School  and  also  of  the  Ladies’  college 
at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a Pythian  Sister.  Henry  K.  will  graduate  from  the  Mon- 
ticello High  School  with  the  class  of  1916. 

Henry  Van  Voorst.  For  sixty  years  Henry  Van  Voorst  lived  in 
White  County  and  in  different  stations  and  under  widely  different  con- 
ditions did  what  history  must  call  an  important  individual  share  of  the 
world’s  work.  At  successive  times  he  was  a farmer  boy,  a soldier  who 
helped  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  a laborer  at  daily  wages, 
in  the  railroad  service,  the  efficient  incumbent  of  a county  office,  and 
afterwards  for  nearly  twenty  years  identified  with  banking. 

Henry  Van  Voorst  was  born  February  27,  1844,  in  what  is  now  a 
suburb  of  the  City  of  Toledo  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio.  His  parents  were 
Abram  and  Mary  (Murrey)  Van  Voorst,  the  mother  having  died  in 
1849.  Abram  Van  Voorst  was  born  in  New  York  State  of  Holland 
Dutch  descent.  In  1850  he  brought  his  family  to  White  County,  Indiana, 
and  located  on  a farm  adjoining  the  Town  of  Reynolds.  Henry  Van 
Voorst  was  then  six  years  of  age,  and  grew  up  in  the  country  around 
Reynolds.  Though  the  country  schools  were  at  that  time  defective  in 
many  ways,  Henry  Van  Voorst  by  his  own  industry  and  ambition 
acquired  a substantial  education.  Soon  after  his  seventeenth  birthday 
the  Civil  war  broke  out.  He  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army 
August  7,  1861,  and  in  spite  of  a small  stature  and  his  youth  was 
accepted.  He  went  with  other  recruits  to  Camp  Morton  at  Indianapolis, 
where  after  a short  time  the  company  to  which  he  was  assigned  was 
disbanded.  When  he  enlisted  he  was  earnest  in  the  matter  of  becoming 
a soldier  and  instead  of  returning  home  with  honor  he  re-enlisted,  and 
became  a member  of  Company  F of  the  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Infan- 
try. The  regiment  was  soon  afterwards  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
for  two  years  was  connected  with  the  eastern  armies.  The  regiment  sub- 
sequently joined  the  troops  under  General  Hooker  in  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  saw  another  year  of  active  service.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  Indiana  Infantry  while  in  the  East  was  engaged  in  many  bat- 
tles, including  Front  Royal,  Newtown,  Winchester,  Cedar  Mountain, 
Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg.  In  the 
West  it  was  connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  during  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  and  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea  and  from 
Savannah  north  through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington.  Among  other 
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Henry  Van  Voorst  are  indelibly  impressed  upon  the  material  resources 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Monticello.  He  remained  active  in  its  manage- 
ment until  about  1905,  when  ill  health  intervened  to  impair  his  efficiency. 
On  the  last  day  of  his  life,  April  16,  1910,  Mr.  Van  Voorst  slowly  made 
his  way  to  the  bank,  lingering  quietly  about  the  premises,  inside  and 
out,  as  had  been  his  habit,  and  soon  after  returning  home  fell  into  the 
sleep  of  death. 

The  late  Henry  Van  Voorst  was  a charter  member  of  Tippecanoe 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Monticello,  and  for  two  years  was 
its  commander.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Grand 
Army  organization,  and  his  public  spirit  and  kindly  sympathy  were  long 
an  influence  for  good  in  this  community.  On  December  24,  1868,  a short 
time  before  he  became  railroad  agent  at  Reynolds,  Mr.  Van  Voorst 
married  Mrs.  Ellen  Bunnell.  There  are  two  sons : Bert,  at  present 

cashier  of  the  State  Bank  at  Monticello ; and  Fred. 

S.  A.  Carson.  As  a banker  and  business  man  S.  A.  Carson  has  been 
a valuable  factor  in  White  County  for  many  years.  His  individual 
integrity  of  character  has  helped  to  make  the  State  Bank  of  Monticello 
an  institution  enjoying  the  highest  confidence  in  the  community  which 
it  serves.  The  present  generation  in  White  County  knows  the  name 
of  S.  A.  Carson  too  well  to  require  introduction,  and  for  the  memory 
of  the  future  the  following  brief  sketch  is  written  of  his  life. 

S.  A.  Carson  was  born  on  a farm  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  Jan- 
uary 5,  1859.  His  father,  William  Carson,  was  a native  of  Tennessee 
and  was  brought  to  Indiana  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  his  parents  locating 
in  Carroll  County,  and  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  county  William 
Carson  lived  the  life  of  a quiet  and  prospering  farmer  until  his  death. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Carson  had  an  education  in  the  common  schools,  was  taught 
the  lessons  of  industry  and  thrift  at  an  early  age,  and  lived  on  the  farm 
until  twenty-one.  Then  followed  several  years  of  teaching  in  the  rural 
schools,  and  for  sixteen  years  he  served  as  deputy  county  auditor  of 
White  County.  Mr.  Carson  began  his  career  as  a banker  by  assisting 
in  the  organization  of  the  Monticello  National  Bank,  in  which  for  eight 
years  he  held  the  post  of  cashier.  He  then  sold  his  interests  in  the 
National  Bank  to  become  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Monticello,  and 
has  since  been  chief  executive  in  that  institution. 

Mr.  Carson  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order  in  the  lodge  and 
council  degrees,  also  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  Politically  he  is  a democrat.  On  May  15,  1885,  he 
married  Mabel  Spencer,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Spencer.  They  are 
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parents  of  two  children : Spencer ; and  Helen,  who  is  the  wife  of  Earl 

McCollum,  who  lives  in  Chicago. 

Jeremiah  Gochenour.  The  work  of  Doctor  Gochenour  in  the  prac- 
tice of  dentistry  at  Monticello  covers  a period  of  twenty-one  years.  He 
is  the  leading  dental  surgeon  of  the  city,  and  along  with  his  successful 
professional  relations  has  acquired  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a host  of 
friends  in  White  County. 

Jeremiah  Gochenour  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Indiana,  April  5, 
1868,  and  is  one  of  a family  of  seven  children,  five  of  them  still  living. 
His  parents  were  David  and  Mary  (Reavis)  Gochenour.  His  father 
died  in  September,  1909,  and  his  mother  in  February,  1874.  Doctor 
Gochenour  as  a boy  attended  the  public  schools  of  Clinton  County,  and 
his  early  experiences  were  largely  associated  with  the  farming  community. 
His  determination  to  take  up  the  practice  of  dentistry  was  formed  when 
he  was  still  a boy,  and  on  March  22,  1892,  he  was  graduated  D.  D.  S. 
from  the  Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery.  For  about  two  years  he 
practiced  in  Hammond,  Indiana,  but  in  April,  1894,  opened  his  office 
in  Monticello,  and  here  for  more  than  twenty-one  years  he  has  been 
continuous  in  attending  the  demands  of  a growing  practice. 

Politically  Doctor  Gochenour  espouses  the  doctrines  of  the  prohibition 
party  and  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  committee  of  that  party. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  March  22,  1893, 
he  married  Miss  Kansas  Mears,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Dill) 
Mears,  of  Carroll  County.  To  their  union  have  been  born  two  children, 
a daughter,  Della,  and  a son,  Truman  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

William  James  Reames.  Of  the  farmers  of  White  County  who 
have  won  success  through  the  medium  of  their  own  efforts,  and  whose 
helpful  labors  have  lent  strength  and  substance  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  their  communities,  William  James  Reames  is  a worthy  example 
in  Liberty  Township.  Left  an  orphan  when  a small  boy,  his  advantages 
in  his  youth  were  few,  and  whatever  of  success  he  has  attained,  and  it  is 
not  inconsiderable,  has  been  worthily  won.  Mr.  Reames  is  a native  son 
of  White  County,  having  been  born  on  a farm  in  Cass  Township,  De- 
cember 1,  1856. 

Jonathan  Reames,  the  father  of  William  J.  Reames,  was  probably 
born  in  Ohio,  from  whence  he  came  as  a lad  with  his  parents  to  White 
County  in  the  pioneer  days.  The  family  located  on  a tract  of  land  in 
the  northwest  part  of  what  is  now  Cass  Township,  and  there  the  youth 
participated  in  the  making  of  pioneer  history  and  the  development  of 
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a farm.  He  took  part  in  the  hard  and  unceasing  work  of  grubbing  and 
clearing,  later  became  a farmer  on  his  own  account  and  the  owner  of  a 
property,  and  continued  to  be  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  the  soil  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  now  on  Indian  Creek,  in  Pulaski 
County,  while  Mrs.  Reames  survived  him  about  six  years  and  was  laid 
to  rest  by  his  side.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Yount,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  still  living. 

William  James  Reames  was  still  a small  boy  when  his  father  died,  and 
after  his  mother’s  death  he  was  sent  to  the  home  of  his  uncle,  Alexander 
Yount,  with  whom  he  grew  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  attended  district  school  in  a desultory  way,  being  given  this, 
privilege  when  there  was  nothing  to  occupy  his  time  and  strength  on 
his  uncle’s  farm.  He  was  ambitious  and  industrious,  had  a retentive 
mind,  and  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  so  that  he  secured  a fairly 
good  education.  When  he  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  faced  the 
responsibilities  of  life  on  his  own  account,  going  to  the  farm  of  Abram 
Sluyter,  where  he  was  given  employment  as  a hand  at  wages  of  $32 
per  month.  For  a number  of  years  he  continued  to  work,  in  the  mean- 
time carefully  saving  what  he  could  of  his  meager  wages,  with  the  aim 
in  view  of  becoming  the  owner  of  a home  of  his  own.  Mr.  Reames  was; 
married  November  25,  1880,  to  Miss  Leah  J.  Ross.  Mrs.  Reames  was; 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Indiana,  February  11,  1858,  the  eighth  of 
the  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  Harrison  and  Nancy 
(Clouse)  Ross.  Six  of  these  children  are  yet  living:  Philip,  who  is 

married  and  living  in  Monticello  County;  Maggie,  the  widow  of  James 
Swank  and  living  in  Indianapolis;  Wilson,  married  and  living  in  Star 
City,  Indiana ; Leah  J.,  who  became  Mrs.  Reames ; Rufus,  of  Union 
Township,  White  County;  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  James  Downey,  of 
Monticello.  Harrison  Ross  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  February 
8,  1826,  and  died  on  the  14th  of  November,  1912.  He  had  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  when  but  five  years  old.  He 
chose  farming  as  a profession,  and  followed  it  until  barred  by  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age.  He  was  a faithful  and  kind  husband  and  father, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church  from  the  year  1868  until 
his  death.  He  was  married  to  Nancy  Clouse,  January  13,  1846,  and 
she  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Kentucky,  November  23,  1824.  She  was  left 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  eleven  months  and  was  reared  by  her  grand- 
parents, with  whom  she  came  to  Montgomery  County,  Indiana,  in  1829,. 
and  there  spent  her  early  life.  She  was  a devoted  wife  and  mother  and 
a good  Christian,  having  united  with  the  Christian  Church  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana,  when  only  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  1875  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Ross  came  to  White  County  and  lived  on  a farm  until  a few  years 
before  their  deaths,  when  they  retired  and  located  in  Buffalo,  from 
whence  her  spirit  took  its  flight  April  17,  1902. 

Following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Reames  became  a renter  of  land,  and  con- 
tinued as  such  until  1890,  when  he  realized  his  ambitions  by  becoming 
the  owner  of  sixty-three  acres  of  land,  school  property,  in  the  northeast 
part  of  Liberty  Township.  Since  that  time,  as  his  finances  have  permit- 
ted, he  has  added  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time,  and  now  has  120 
acres  of  good  land,  all  accumulated  through  his  own  efforts  and  those 
of  his  faithful  wife.  He  is  devoting  his  attention  to  general  farming, 
and  is  meeting  with  well-deserved  success.  Mr.  Reames  is  a republican 
in  his  political  views,  but  his  political  activities  are  exerted  only  as  a 
voter.  He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  New  Light  Church  at  Buffalo. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reames:  Emma 

Dora,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Radenstorf,  and  they  have  six  children, 
Bertha  May,  Mildred  Mabel,  James  Harold,  Cecil  Edward,  Clarence 
Walter  and  Ira  Wilson;  Orville  Ray,  who  married  Carrie  Burton,  and 
their  two  children  are  Reba  Theo  and  Arle  Dussel;  and  Effie  Myrtle, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Brooker  and  has  three  children,  Geneva 
Opal,  Anna  Gertrude  and  Frances  Ruth. 

Bernard  G.  Smith.  Nearly  seventy  years  ago  the  Smith  family  came 
into  White  County.  They  did  their  share  of  the  heavy  task  of  clearing 
up  the  wilderness,  were  substantial  cultivators  of  the  soil,  have-  stood  as 
good  honest  citizens  in  all  the  relations  of  community  life,  have  per- 
formed with  credit  the  military  duties  of  citizenship,  and  are  a family 
who  as  a whole  would  do  credit  to  any  county. 

Bernard  G.  Smith,  who  came  to  White  County  as  a boy,  is  now  living 
retired  at  Monticello,  after  having  spent  many  years  as  a farmer  and 
stock  raiser.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  County  in  what  is  now  West 
Virginia,  but  was  then  the  Old  Dominion  State,  February  19,  1838,  a 
son  of  Abel  T.  and  Deborah  Spencer  (Wilson)  Smith.  Mr.  Smith’s 
grandfather,  Col.  Benjamin  Wilson,  was  a soldier  in  both  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  the  War  of  1812,  and  he  well  remembered  seeing  Gen- 
eral Washington.  He  was  a native  of  Randolph  County,  Virginia,  and 
was  the  organizer  of  Harrison  County  of  that  state.  He  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  court  and  held  the  office  for  thirty  years,  and  his  son  John 
held  the  same  office  for  twelve  years,  making  forty-two  years  of  county 
official  service  for  father  and  son.  The  grandfather  Wilson  was  the 
father  of  thirty  children  by  his  two  wives,  and  twenty-nine  of  the  chil- 
dren reared  families  of  their  own.  Bernard  G.  Smith’s  parents  were 
likewise  natives  of  Harrison  County,  and  emigrated  from  old  Virginia 
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to  Indiana  and  settled  in  White  County,  Indiana,  in  1846.  There  were 
nine  children  in  the  family,  and  three  of  these  are  still  living.  The 
occupation  of  the  various  members  of  this  family  in  White  County  have 
been  as  farmers  and  stock  raisers.  The  father  was  a whig  in  politics 
and  later  affiliated  with  the  republican  party,  and  took  quite  an  active 
interest  in  local  affairs,  holding  the  office  of  trustee  in  his  home  locality, 
Big  Creek  Township.  He  died  January  17,  1875,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  1871,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Bunnell’s  Cemetery.  As 
pioneers  they  had  to  experience  all  the  hardships  incident  to  early  life 
in  White  County. 

Bernard  G.  Smith  received  his  education  in  the  local  public  schools 
in  the  ’40s  and  ’50s,  having  attended  one  of  those  primitive  temples  of 
learning  long  since  obsolete  in  Indiana.  Reared  on  a farm,  he  was  well 
prepared  for  that  vocation  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  started  for 
himself,  working  the  home  place  in  partnership  with  his  father.  On 
July  5,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K of  the  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry, 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Indianapolis  and  after  an  honorable  record 
as  a soldier  was  mustered  out  in  the  same  city.  The  Fifth  Cavalry 
Regiment  spent  a large  part  of-  its  service  engaged  in  guerilla  warfare 
and  in  skirmishing  against  Morgan,  and  later  was  with  Sherman’s  army 
in  its  victorious  march  across  Southeastern  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  New  Hope  Church,  and  received  slight 
wounds  at  other  times.  He  entered  the  United  States  service  as  a pri- 
vate, and  the  first  commission  he  received  was  that  of  second  lieutenant, 
then  first  lieutenant  and  detailed  as  quartermaster  of  his  regiment. 
Shortly  before  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  he  was  commissioned 
captain  of  Company  K,  Fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  September  29,  1865. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  the  quiet  vocation  of  farming, 
and  on  October  14,  1869,  married  Emma  B.  Lane,  daughter  of  Abraham 
C.  and  Eliza  Robinson  (Wooley)  Lane.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
five  children:  Robert  Colfax;  William  Haymond,  deceased;  Nellie  G., 

wife  of  Luther  Larue,  of  Kent,  Ohio ; Maud  L. ; and  Eliza  D.,  deceased. 

While  a farmer  Mr.  Smith  gained  a considerable  local  reputation  for 
his  success  in  the  raising  of  blooded  Durham  cattle,  Shropshire  sheep 
and  the  Poland  China  hogs.  At  one  time  he  owned  a property  of  340 
acres,  and  still  owns  164  acres  in  Big  Creek  and  Honey  Creek  townships. 
In  September,  1902,  he  gave  up  active  supervision  of  his  farming  inter- 
ests, and  has  since  lived  in  Monticello.  He  is  a stockholder  and  director 
in  the  White  County  Loan  and  Trust  Savings  Company.  While  a stanch 
republican  in  politics,  he  has  steadfastly  refused  any  official  honors,  and 
has  no  public  record  save  that  of  a good  citizen. 
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Sanford  Johnsonbaugh.  For  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Monticello,  Indiana,  have  been  capably  and 
worthily  represented  by  Sanford  Johnsonbaugh.  A progressive,  enter- 
prising and  energetic  man,  early  in  his  career  Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  learned 
the  lesson  that  individual  prosperity  depended  in  large  part  upon  com- 
munity success,  and  therefore,  while  his  own  interests  have  been  growing, 
he  has  not  neglected  to  aid  his  fellow  citizens  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  has  been  a resident  of  Indiana  all  his  life,  having 
been  born  in  Wayne  County,  November  11,  1851,  a son  of  Henry  and 
Christina  (Condo)  Johnsonbaugh.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  from  that  state  as  young  people  moved  with  their  respective 
families  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  where  they  met  and  were  married. 
In  1856  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnsonbaugh  removed  to  about  two  miles  south- 
east of  Idaville,  in  White  County,  Indiana,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  was  a man  of  no  strik- 
ingly predominant  qualities  save  his  sturdy  honesty  and  integrity, 
characteristics  which  made  him  highly  esteemed  by  the  citizens  of  his 
community  who  elected  him  several  times  to  the  office  of  township 
trustee. 

Sanford  Johnsonbaugh  was  a child  of  five  years  when  his  parents 
removed  to  White  County,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood,  the  major 
part  of  his  education  being  secured  in  the  district  schools.  He  was 
brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  amid  agricultural  surroundings,  and 
assisted  his  father  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  in  the  meantime 
taught  for  three  terms  in  the  local  country  schools.  He  then  came  to 
Monticello  and  for  eight  years  was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and 
during  a period  of  five  years,  beginning  about  1884,  served  as  township 
trustee  and  deputy  postmaster,  and  wrote  insurance.  Eventually  Mr. 
Johnsonbaugh  turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business,  and  in  this 
has  continued  to  be  engaged  to  the  present  time,  at  present  having  an 
excellent  trade,  attracted  from  the  surrounding  vicinity.  Mr.  Johnson- 
baugh carries  a full  line  of  high-class  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  and 
makes  a practice  of  studying  the  needs  and  wishes  of  his  trade.  He 
has  been  honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  dealings,  and  thus  has 
gained  a substantial  reputation  in  commercial  circles.  In  politics  a 
democrat,  he  has  exerted  some  influence  in  behalf  of  the  securing  of  good 
measures,  although  his  business  has  kept  him  engaged  to  the  exclusion 
of  active  participation  in  affairs  of  a public  character.  With  his  family 
he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  fraternal 
connection  is  with  the  local  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  No.  107,  in  which  he  has  numerous  friends. 
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On  December  23,  1877,  Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Tura  Anderson,  who  died  November  1,  1907,  after  having  been 
the  mother  of  four  children : Earl,  who  married  May  Leonard ; Anna, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Gail,  who  became  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Frank  P.  Morris;  and  Lloyd,  who  died  when  eleven  months  old.  On 
August  23,  1909,  Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  was  married  to  Mrs.  Serena  (Phil- 
lips) Lowe,  who  by  her  former  husband  had  four  children.  Mrs.  John- 
sonbaugh had  wedded  Gustave  Lowe,  and  of  their  children  the  following 
are  living  and  are  residents  of  White  County : Charles,  an  agriculturist 

of  White  County,  married  Miss  Mary  McCuaig  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren; William,  a retired  agriculturist  living  in  Monticello,  married  Miss 
M.  Warfel;  Amy,  wife  of  Charles  Jackson,  and  a resident  of  Monticello, 
and  they  have  three  children;  and  Harry,  a farmer,  of  Monticello, 
wedded  Miss  Grace  Rawlings.  Mrs.  Johnsonbaugh  died  November  2, 
1913,  and  her  remains  are  interred  in  the  Bedford  Cemetery  in  White 
County.  She  was  an  admirable  lady,  of  pleasing  personality  and  her 
home  was  the  dearest  place  on  earth  to  her.  She  had  a host  of  friends. 
Her  presence  in  the  family  circle  is  sadly  missed  by  her  devoted  husband 
and  her  children. 

Michael  Biederwolf.  Among  the  men  who  have  stepped  aside  from 
the  path  of  active  labor  in  order  to  let  pass  the  members  of  the  younger 
generation  with  their  unrealized  hopes  and  worthy  ambitions  is  found 
Michael  Biederwolf,  who  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  the  undertaking 
and  retail  lumber  business  at  Monticello.  Although  well  advanced  in 
years,  Mr.  Biederwolf  still  takes  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  lived  so  long,  and  among  whose  people  he  bears 
such  a high  reputation  for  sterling  integrity  and  probity  of  character. 

Mr.  Biederwolf  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  a common  school  education  and  learning  the  trade  of 
carpenter.  He  was  still  a young  man  when,  in  1852,  feeling  that  Amer- 
ica offered  better  opportunities  for  advancement  than  did  his  native 
land,  he  embarked  on  a sailing  vessel  whose  destination  was  New  York. 
The  journey  was  an  exceedingly  rough  one,  and  almost  constant  storms 
delayed  the  cruise  so  that  it  consumed  twenty-three  days  to  accomplish, 
during  which  time  almost  every  member  of  the  crew  and  a number  of  the 
passengers  were  injured  by  falling  spars  and  in  other  accidents.  Port 
was  finally  made,  however,  and  Mr.  Biederwolf  went  to  Reading,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  secured  employment  at  his  trade.  There  he  met  and 
married  Abbie  Schnetzer,  also  a native  of  Bavaria,  who  had  come  to  this 
country  in  young  womanhood,  and  about  the  year  1862  they  came  West 
to  Indiana  and  settled  at  Brookston,  White  County.  After  several  years 
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the  family  moved  to  Monticello,  and  here  Mr.  Biederwolf  continued  to 
follow  his  trade  until  he  had  accumulated,  through  hard  work  and  thrift, 
the  means  with  which  to  embark  in  the  retail  lumber  business.  To  this 
he  subsequently  added  undertaking,  and  the  conduct  of  these  enter- 
prises continued  to  occupy  his  attention  until  his  retirement,  several 
years  ago,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son,  George.  He  is  now  living  quietly 
at  his  home  at  Monticello,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  Mrs.  Bieder- 
wolf having  died  in  1909. 

George  Biederwolf  is  one  of  the  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  liv- 
ing, born  to  Michael  and  Abbie  (Schnetzer)  Biederwolf,  and  was  born 
at  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  December  30, 1859.  He  has  passed  practically 
his  entire  life  in  White  County,  where  his  youthful  years  were  spent 
much  the  same  as  other  lads  of  his  locality  and  generation,  the  winter 
months  in  the  district  schools  and  the  summers  principally  at  farming. 
On  attaining  manhood  he  began  working  for  his  father  in  the  lumber 
business,  in  which  he  later  purchased  a half  interest,  and  when  his  father 
was  ready  to  retire  he  succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  and  management 
of  his  lumber  venture.  In  addition  to  these  interests  he  is  a stock- 
holder and  vice  president  of  the  White  County  Loan,  Trust  and  Savings 
Company  and  a half  owner  of  the  Forbis  Hotel  at  Monticello.  A man 
of  much  business  capacity,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  associates, 
who  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  foresight.  In  politics  Mr.  Bieder- 
wolf is  a democrat,  but  is  independent  in  his  views,  and  refuses  to  be 
bound  strictly  by  party  ties.  His  fraternal  connection  is  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall  Lodge  No.  73,  at  Monticello,  and  he  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Biederwolf  was  married  September  4,  1884,  to  Miss  Evaline 
Price,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  (Cochell)  Price,  early  settlers  of 
Carroll  County,  Indiana.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  union : 
Abbie  E.,  Fred  P.  and  Dorothy.  Abbie  graduated  from  the  Monticello 
High  School  with  the  class  of  1903,  and  then  entered  De  Pauw  Univer- 
sity, and  was  a student  there  four  terms.  She  graduated  from  the 
Oberlin  Music  School  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  with  the  class  of  1907.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  Spencer  Carson,  residents  of  Monticello,  Indiana.  Fred 
P.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  his  father’s  assistant.  He 
wedded  Miss  Grace  Wilson,  and  they  are  residents  of  Monticello.  Doro- 
thy is  with  her  parents.  She  graduated  from  the  Monticello  public 
schools  with  the  class  of  1911,  and  during  the  past  four  years  has  been  a 
student  in  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Oberlin,  and  will  graduate  with 
the  class  of  1916. 
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Hobart  Fairfield.  As  a graduate  veterinary  surgeon,  Hobart  Fair- 
field  has  been  known  to  the  farmers  and  stock  owners  of  White  County 
for  five  years.  He  is  the  founder  and  proprietor  of  the  Monticello 
Veterinary  Hospital,  an  institution  that  in  point  of  equipment  and  gen- 
eral facilities  ranks  with  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  He  has  spent 
a large  amount  of  money  and  utilized  his  varied  experience  and  observa- 
tion in  equipping  this  hospital  with  all  the  conveniences  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  the  domestic  animals  that  come  under  his  charge. 

Hobart  Fairfield  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  July  31,  1883,  a son 
of  Samuel  and  Helen  (Phelps)  Fairfield.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
Canada  and  his  father  died  October  21,  1914,  while  the  mother  is  still 
living  in  Quebec.  His  father  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Mr.  Fair- 
field  is  of  English,  Irish  and  Scotch  descent. 

His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  Canadian  schools,  and  in 
1900  he  went  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  remaining  there  about  two  and  a 
half  years.  After  another  year  in  Canada,  in  1903,  he  took  charge  of  the 
State  Colony  for  Insane  at  Grafton,  Massachusetts,  holding  that  position 
about  two  years.  He  then  had  charge  of  a ward  in  the  Hartford  Retreat 
Hospital  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  next  entered  the  Grand  Rapids 
Veterinary  College.  During  the  vacations  he  served  as  guard  for  the 
criminal  and  dangerous  insane  at  Ionia,  Michigan.  Later  for  a short 
time  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  in  Chicago,  and 
then  accepted  a place  with  the  State  Hospital  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 
In  the  fall  of  1908  Mr.  Fairfield  entered  the  McKillip  Veterinary  Col- 
lege at  Chicago,  and  was  graduated  in  1910  with  the  degree  Doctor  of 
Veterinary  Surgery.  In  the  meantime,  during  vacations,  he  had  been 
connected  with  the  McEvers  Veterinary  Hospital,  so  that  when  he  came 
to  White  County  in  1910  he  was  thoroughly  trained  and  qualified  both  in 
the  practical  and  theoretical  branches  of  his  profession.  He  took  up 
active  practice  at  Chalmers  in  1910,  and  in  May,  1912,  moved  to  Monti- 
cello. The  Monticello  Veterinary  Hospital  he  built  in  1914. 

On  April  2,  1910,  Mr.  Fairfield  married  Miss  Evelyn  German,  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  and  Susan  German.  He  is  republican  in  politics,  is  a 
member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  belonged  to  the  Sixth 
Massachusetts  Infantry  of  the  State  Militia  while  a resident  of  Lowell, 
and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

William  E.  Uhl.  On  March  4,  1915,  death  removed  one  of  the 
veteran  members  of  the  White  County  bar.  William  E.  Uhl,  in  the 
estimation  of  his  fellow  lawyers,  represented  much  of  the  best  ability 
of  his  profession. 

He  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  October  25.  1S48,  his 
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parents  being  Peter  and  Emma  (Saunders)  Uhl,  his  father  a farmer  by 
occupation. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  which  occurred  when  he  was  five 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  the  home  of  his  grandparents,  William  and 
Matilda  Saunders,  at  Monticello,  and  lived  with  them  until  1857.  Soon 
afterwards  he  returned  to  live  with  his  father  and  stepmother  at  Delphi, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  family  removed  to  Fulton  County,  where  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  boyhood  on  a farm.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
attended  the  neighboring  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  secured  a 
certificate  and  did  his  first  work  as  a teacher.  Altogether  he  taught 
through  three  winters.  In  the  spring  of  1870  Mr.  Uhl  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Reynolds  at  Monticello.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1872,  and  at  once  took  up  active 
practice  at  Monticello,  which  city  remained  his  home  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Uhl  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  in  October,  1872,  was  elected 
district  attorney  for  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of  White,  Pulaski  and 
Benton  counties.  Only  the  older  lawyers  of  White  County  ever  prac- 
ticed before  the  Common  Pleas  Court,  an  institution  which  was  abol- 
ished by  the  Legislature  in  the  January  following  Mr.  Uhl’s  election  as 
attorney  for  that  court.  In  place  of  this  old  court  was  established  the 
Circuit  Court  in  the  present  form,  and  White  County  became  a part  of 
the  circuit  including  Tippecanoe  County.  Mr.  Uhl  became  prosecuting 
attorney  by  appointment  of  the  new  circuit,  and  at  a special  election  held 
in  October,  1873,  was  regularly  chosen  for  that  office.  He  discharged 
his  duties  with  ability  for  two  years.  The  Thirty-ninth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, comprising  White,  Carroll  and  Pulaski  counties,  was  formed  in 
1875,  and  Mr.  Uhl  was  appointed  as  the  first  prosecuting  attorney  of 
the  new  circuit. 

On  October  15,  1874,  Mr.  Uhl  married  Miss  Franc  A.  Brown,  of 
Rochester,  New  York.  The  only  child  of  this  union  living  is  Fara,  wife 
of  B.  A.  Timmons,  of  Monticello. 

John  N.  Bunnell.  The  name  Bunnell  has  long  stood  for  substantial 
success  and  sterling  qualities  of  character  in  Honey  Creek  Township, 
where  the  late  John  N.  Bunnell  lived  to  many  years  and  expressed  the 
energy  of  his  life  in  large  accumulations  as  a farmer  and  land  holder 
and  in  an  attitude  of  practical  helpfulness  toward  community  affairs. 

When  Mr.  Bunnell  died,  March  24,  1914,  his  death  marked  the  pass- 
ing of  a splendid  pioneer  citizen.  His  family  were  among  the  first  to 
come  into  White  County,  and  he  was  born  in  Big  Creek  Township, 
September  28,  1836,  the  third  in  a family  of  ten  children.  His  parents 
were  Nathaniel  and  Susanna  (Runyan)  Bunnell.  John  N.  Bunnell 
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was  a product  of  pioneer  conditions  in  White  County.  The  school  he 
attended  was  kept  in  a log  building  and  with  such  training  as  he  could 
acquire  from  this  institution  he  started  to  make  his  own  way  with  his 
principal  reliance  upon  his  industry,  his  strength  of  mind  and  body 
and  his  courage  in  the  face  of  all  difficulties.  A few  years  after  he  had 
attained  manhood  and  was  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  his  early 
enterprises  he  enlisted  in  1861  as  a soldier  for  the  defense  of  the  Union. 
He  became  a member  of  Company  G of  the  46th  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  was  in  active  service  in  the  South  until  December  26,  1864.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  New  Orleans. 

On  April  8,  1868,  Mr.  Bunnell  married  in  White  County,  Miss 
Martha  E.  McColloch,  who  was  born  in  Union  Township,  a daughter  of 
Van  and  Elizabeth  (Rothrock)  McColloch,  and  this  family  too  is  among 
the  first  to  be  mentioned  in  White  County  history.  While  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bunnell  never  had  children  of  their  own,  they  adopted  several,  trained 
them  and  kept  them  in  their  home  until  they  started  out  in  life  inde- 
pendently. One  adopted  daughter,  Mabel,  is  making  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Bunnell,  in  Honey  Creek  Township. 

The  late  Mr.  Bunnell  was  a republican,  and  a strong  temperance 
man.  His  only  office  was  as  township  supervisor,  which  he  filled  for 
an  unexpired  term.  He  followed  farming  and  stock  raising  all  his  life, 
and  his  activities  as  a stock  shipper  covered  all  this  section  of  the  state. 
By  hard  work  and  able  management  he  accumulated  about  seven  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  all  in  Honey  Creek  Township.  Much  of  this  was 
improved  and  brought  into  a high  state  of  cultivation  under  his  im- 
mediate supervision.  Mr.  Bunnell  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bunnell  Ceme- 
tery, near  Reynolds.  He  and  his  wife  were  long  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mrs.  Bunnell  has  her  religious 
home. 

Van  McColloch,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bunnell,  was  born  near  Urbana, 
Ohio,  and  was  married  in  Monticello.  His  wife’s  people,  the  Rothrocks, 
came  to  White  County  about  1829,  at  a time  when  very  few  other  fami- 
lies could  be  found  either  in  this  or  the  adjacent  counties.  Van  Mc- 
Colloch was  a practical  farmer,  and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  moved 
out  to  Kansas,  where  he  and  his  wife  died  and  are  buried.  There  were 
seven  children  in  the  family,  and  all  are  living  except  one.  Mary  C. 
is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Beers  of  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico,  and  has  four 
children.  She  was  formerly  a teacher,  and  she  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  Nancy  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Augustua  W.  Lane,  a resi- 
dent of  Burlington,  Kansas,  and  a retired  farmer.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  have  seven  children.  Mrs. 
Bunnell  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  J.  W.  McColloch  resides  in 
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Wichita,  Kansas,  and  is  employed  as  an  engineer  in  a flouring  mill. 
He  is  also  married.  Zillah,  is  the  wife  of  David  Deen  of  Witchita,  Kan- 
sas, and  an  engineer.  Frank  B.  McColloch,  a druggist  at  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  is  married  and  has  three  children.  Mrs.  Bunnell  is  well  known 
for  her  many  kind  and  charitable  deeds,  for  her  benevolence  and  for 
her  care  of  the  orphan  children  to  whom  she  has  given  a comfortable 
home. 

James  Mowrer.  Farming  is  a noble  profession  and  also  a very  profit- 
able one  as  conducted  by  the  enterprising  men  of  White  County,  among 
whom  is  James  Mowrer,  who  has  spent  all  his  career  in  this  county  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families.  The  secret  of  his  success  has  been 
hard  work  combined  with  intelligent  management,  and  those  qualities 
are  at  once  recognized  on  his  farm  located  in  section  27  of  Jackson 
Township.  He  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  rural  development  of 
that  part  of  White  County,  and  his  neighbors  recognize  in  him  the  quali- 
ties which  comprise  good  citizenship  in  any  station  and  any  place  of 
life. 

The  Mowrer  family  came  to  White  County  about  1850,  and  settled 
in  the  partially  developed  region  of  Union  Township.  In  that  township 
James  Mowrer  was  born,  February  10,  1854,  a son  of  Levi  H.  and 
Matilda  J.  (Bagwell)  Mowrer.  The  Mowrers  are  of  German  descent, 
as  is  indicated  by  the  present  form  of  the  name,  and  came  West  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  Levi  Mowrer  married  Miss  Bagwell  in  Indiana, 
and  she  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  her  ancestors  having  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Southern  Indiana.  To  Levi  and  Matilda  Mowrer 
were  born  five  children:  Joseph,  now  deceased;  James;  Rudolph;  Mary, 
wife  of  William  Fisher,  of  Winamac ; and  Daniel.  Levi  Mowrer  was  a 
republican  but  did  his  part  in  the  world  as  a good  citizen  without  hold- 
ing office.  He  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  owned  sixty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  subsequently  sold,  and  had  been  retired  for  several  years 
before  his  death  on  October  9,  1898.  His  wife  passed  away  July  30, 
1879.  They  are  at  rest  in  the  cemetery  by  the  old  Brethren  Church. 
The  mother  was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

The  first  school  attended  by  James  Mowrer  was  a log  building  with 
rough  seats  and  the  other  crude  furnishings  of  that  period.  He  subse- 
quently attended  school  in  a frame  schoolhouse,  and  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  which,  combined  with  practical  experience,  has 
served  all  his  needs.  When  about  eighteen  he  started  out  to  earn  his 
own  way,  and  for  several  years  operated  the  old  homestead. 

On  November  8,  1887,  Mr.  Mowrer  married  Mary  Royer,  daughter 
of  Samuel  ana  Hannah  Royer.  To  their  marriage  was  born  one  daughter, 
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Mabel,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Raleigh  Gny.  Their  two  children  are 
Ruth  Guy,  born  June  25,  1910,  and  Mildred  Guy,  born  July  14,  1913. 
The  husband  and  daughter  were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the 
devoted  wife  and  mother  on  November  7,  1914.  She  is  now  at  rest  in 
the  Riverview  Cemetery  at  Monticello. 

For  the  first  eighteen  months  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Mowrer 
conducted  a dray  line  in  Monticello,  and  then  sold  that  business  and 
moved  to  the  farm.  Farming  has  been  his  regular  business  ever  since, 
and  his  place  of  eighty  acres  is  practically  all  under  cultivation.  His 
profits  have  come  from  the  general  crops  that  are  staple  in  this  country 
and  from  the  raising  of  good  grades  of  stock.  His  wife’s  people  were 
from  Pennsylvania  and  located  in  White  County  in  1865,  living  first  on 
the  river  north  of  Monticello  and  afterwards  in  Jackson  Township,  where 
her  father  died.  Mrs.  Mowrer ’s  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  Mowrer 
is  a republican  in  politics  and  has  fraternal  affiliations  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Monticello. 

Daniel  McCall.  The  McCall  family  has  had  a*  substantial  repre- 
sentation in  White  County  for  nearly  half  a century.  It  came  to  the 
county  early  enough  to  perform  its  share  of  pioneer  development,  and 
the  active  members  of  the  present  generation  are  known  as  aggressive 
farmers,  upright  business  men,  and  citizens  of  honor  and  usefulness 
in  all  their  relations. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  White  County  was  James  McCall,  who 
came  from  Greene  County,  Ohio,  to  White  County  in  the  fall  of  1866, 
settling  in  section  28  of  Jackson  Township.  He  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, December  22,  1806,  and  on  his  birthday  in  1828  was  married  to 
Mary  Graham,  who  died  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  in  1862.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  nine  children : John  Graham,  Elizabeth  Thompson, 
Isabelle,  Mary  II.,  Dorcas  J.,  Jennie  Morrow  Proudfoot,  Daniel,  Mat- 
thew Waddell  and  Joseph  Smiley.  James  McCall  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  and  a practical  farmer  throughout  his  career.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  denomination,  and  was  devoted  to 
church  affairs.  In  earlier  life  he  voted  for  the  democratic  party,  but 
subsequently  became  an  ardent  prohibitionist.  He  was  a man  of  liberal 
views,  and  in  every  sense  a good  citizen.  During  the  w'ar  he  enlisted,  but 
was  not  accepted  on  account  of  an  injured  leg.  His  death  occurred 
February  4,  1896. 

Daniel  McCall  had  just  reached  manhood  when  he  came  to  White 
County.  In  April,  1865,  he  had  enlisted  in  Company  D of  the  Eighth 
Ohio  Cavalry  at  Columbus,  and  was  in  service  a few  weeks  until  the  close 
of  hostilities.  He  now  occupies  the  fine  farm  home  a half  mile  south- 
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west  of  Idaville,  comprising  140  acres  of  land.  That  estate  is  one  prac- 
tical measure  of  his  activities,  since  he  started  out  with  comparatively 
nothing,  and  has  made  his  success  through  his  own  efforts. 

Daniel  McCall  was  born  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  near  Concord, 
October  6,  1844,  came  with  his  father  to  White  County  and  continued 
to  live  at  home  until  his  marriage  on  January  21,  1874,  to  Miss  Emily 
Mac  Williams  at  Idaville.  She  was  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
Jane  (Jacoby)  Mac  Williams.  The  Mac  Williams  family  came  to  White 
County  in  1854.  To  their  marriage  were  born  four  children : Byron 

R. ; Marcellus,  who  lives  east  of  Idaville  and  by  his  marriage  to  Nina 
Vanderplat,  has  one  living  child,  Vera  Joy,  and  one  deceased;  John  E., 
who  is  a United  Presbyterian  preacher  in  Ohio,  married  for  his  first  wife 
Stella  McCutcheon,  and  has  a daughter  Bessie  L.,  and  for  his  second  wife 
married  Bella  Swan,  who  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Thelma  R. ; 
and  Mary  L.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  McCall  is  a republican  in  politics,  but  shows  a liberal  atti- 
tude in  matters  of  local  affairs,  voting  for  the  best  man.  He  is  a member 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is  also  identi- 
fied, and  both  contribute  liberally  to  its  support.  He  has  always  been 
on  the  side  of  improvement  and  ready  to  help  out  in  the  upbuilding  of 
the  community. 

His  oldest  son,  Byron  R.,  was  born  in  White  County,  December  14, 
1874,  had  a common  school  education,  and  now  lives  with  his  father 
and  is  active  manager  of  the  homestead.  For  five  years  he  has  served 
as  an  elder  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Byron  married  Lydia 
A.  White,  a daughter  of  Alexander  L.  and  Jennie  R.  (McDowell)  White 
of  Jackson  County,  Ohio.  They  were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Jackson  County,  February  23,  1915,  on  his  wife’s  birthday.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCall  have  one  of  the  old  parchment  deeds  which  was  executed 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  President  Van  Buren  and  dated  August  20, 
1838.  It  is  one  of  the  valuable  heirlooms  of  the  county  as  well  as  of  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCall.  This  makes  the  eighth  deed  found  in 
the  County  of  White.  One  of  the  most  commendable  features  in  the 
biography  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  McCall,  is  the  tender  and  loving 
remembrance  of  parents  by  their  affectionate  children.  True  reverence 
is  held  for  the  dear  old  father  and  mother,  and  the  greatest  of  venera- 
tion is  shown  in  the  home  life  of  the  McCall  homestead.  Daniel  McCall 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  those  who  know  him.  He  has  a double 
record — a record  as  an  honorable  and  upright  citizen  who  worships  his 
home  and  his  family,  and  a record  as  a soldier.  When  his  country  was  in 
peril  and  need,  he  offered  his  services  and,  if  need  he,  his  life  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union. 
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George  Huffman.  Some  of  the  best  ordered  farms  in  White  County 
are  found  in  Cass  Township,  and  one  of  them  is  located  on  section  34,  on 
Rural  Route  No.  21  out  of  Idaville.  This  is  the  farm  where  Mrs.  George 
Huffman  has  spent  many  years  and  where  her  husband,  the  late  George 
Huffman,  lived  out  his  career  of  enterprise  and  quiet  worth  and  good 
citizenship  until  his  death  on  September  9,  1906.  His  body  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Warden  Cemetery  near  Monticello,  and  his  passing  marked 
the  removal  of  one  of  White  County’s  best  known  citizens. 

George  Huffman  was  nearly  seventy  years  old  when  he  died.  He  was 
born  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  January  4,  1837,  a son  of  John  D.  and  Jane 
(Nichols)  Huffman.  The  Huffman  family  is  of  German  descent,  and 
both  John  D.  Huffman  and  wife  were  natives  of  Germany,  whence  they 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Ohio,  and  afterwards 
moving  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  but  they  died  in  White  County  and 
are  there  buried. 

George  Huffman  was  seven  years  old  when  the  family  moved  to 
Indiana,  and  he  grew  up  in  Carroll  County,  getting  his  education 
from  the  common  schools  and  a practical  training  for  a life  of  useful- 
ness on  the  home  farm.  On  October  3,  1858,  when  a little  past  his 
twenty-first  birthday,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Jane  Davis.  The  Davis 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  White  County.  Her  parents  were  Jacob 
and  Sarah  (Wolf)  Davis,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Wayne  County,  Indiana.  They  grew  up  in  Ohio,  and  came 
among  the  first  settlers  to  White  County,  where  they  lived  until  their 
death.  Both  Mrs.  Huffman’s  parents  were  buried  at  Monticello.  Mrs. 
Huffman  was  born  December  24,  1839,  her  birthplace  being  a farm  six 
miles  south  of  Monticello  on  Big  Creek.  She  and  Mr.  Huffman  were 
married  in  White  County,  and  then  located  on  the  edge  of  Liberty 
Township.  They  had  been  married  about  three  years  when  the  war 
broke  out  and  Mr.  Huffman  responded  to  the  call  of  patriotism  and 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  the  fall  of  1861.  He  went  out  with  Com- 
pany F of  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Regiment,  and  after  his  first  term  of 
three  years  had  expired  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company  and  regi- 
ment and  continued  in  the  faithful  performance  of  his  soldierly  duties 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Indianapolis  and  then  returned  home  to  take  up  the  practical  duties  of 
civil  life  as  a farmer.  In  1867  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  and 
the  following  year  took  possession  of  this  new  place  in  Cass  Township. 
Thereafter  until  the  close  of  the  active  period  of  his  life  he  was  identi- 
fied with  general  farming,  raised  large  numbers  of  stock,  and  showed  his 
progressive  spirit  by  introducing  machinery  into  his  farm  operations 
wherever  practicable.  With  the  help  of  his  good  wife  he  did  much  to 
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improve  the  farm,  and  at  his  death  he  left  to  his  children  an  honored 
name  and  many  substantial  evidences  of  his  industrious  activity. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huffman  were  born  eight  children : 
John  D.,  who  is  a farmer  in  the  country  west  of  Brookston,  married 
Tena  Yelm,  they  have  three  children,  Fred  L.,  John  D.  and  Donald; 
Sarah  Jane,  deceased;  George,  deceased;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Ridge- 
way Stillwell,  of  Monticello,  and  their  three  children  are  Benjamin, 
George  and  Wayne;  Ellen,  wife  of  John  Smoyer,  of  Idaville,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Charles;  Charles,  of  Logansport,  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  married  Nancy  Swallow,  and  they  have  two  children,  Charles 
and  George  T. ; Frank  and  Grace,  both  living  at  home  with  their  mother. 

The  late  Mr.  Huffman  was  a member  of  no  church  and  no  fraternal 
orders  except  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which  he  had  mem- 
bership in  the  Post  at  Idaville.  Mrs.  Huffman  is  a member  of  the 
New  Dunkard  Church,  at  Pious,  White  County.  The  homestead  which 
she  still  occupies  contains  100  acres,  all  under  cultivation  except  ten 
acres  of  woodland,  and  it  is  known  as  Oak  Lawn.  It  is  a fine  farm,  and 
in  addition  to  its  material  value  it  has  many  sacred  associations  for 
the  family  who  have  grown  up  and  lived  there  in  contentment  and  pros- 
perity for  many  years. 

I. 

Fred  Reames.  This  substantial  farmer  and  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Cass  Township  has  here  maintained  his  home  from  the 
time  of  his  nativity  and  is  a scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  White  County.  His  grandfather,  Tavner  Reames,  of  German  lin- 
eage, came  from  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  to  White  County,  Indiana, 
about  the  year  1836,  and  here  he  reclaimed  and  developed  a productive 
farm,  to  the  management  of  which  he  continued  to  give  his  attention  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a citizen  who  always  did  his  part  in 
supporting  measures  and  enterprises  projected  for  the  general  good  of 
the  community  and  his  sterling  integrity  gained  to  him  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence.  Though 
he  never  sought  or  held  public  office  he  was  a staunch  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  democratic  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
zealous  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  mortal  remains  of  these 
honored  pioneers  having  been  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  Clark  Cemetery, 
in  Liberty  Township.  The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Tavner  Reames 
was  Sarah  Steele,  and  all  of  their  children  are  now  deceased,  their 
names  being  here  entered:  Jonathan,  Margaret,  Sarah,  James,  Simeon, 
and  Elizabeth. 

Jonathan  Reames,  father  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  review,  was 
born  in  June,  1831,  and  through  his  well  ordered  industry  he  became 
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one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  White  County,  where  he  was  the 
owner  of  a well  improved  farm  of  185  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  in  the  very  prime  of  his  strong  and  worthy 
manhood,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1867,  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  a lad  of  about  fourteen  years,  and  both  having  been 
consistent  members  of  the  Christian,  or  Newlight,  Church.  Jonathan 
Reames  was  a man  of  equable  temperament,  well  fortified  opinions  and 
abounding  tolerance  and  charity  of  judgment,  so  that  he  never  came 
into  strained  relations  with  others  and  never  had  recourse  to  legal  pro- 
ceedings of  any  kind,  as  he  lived  an  honest,  straightforward  life  and 
accorded  to  others  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  as  he  demanded  the 
same  for  himself.  He  was  a staunch  democrat  but  had  no  predilection 
for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  He  was  forty-three  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  his  remains  rest  beside  those  of  his 
devoted  wife  in  the  Presbyterian  Cemetery  at  Indian  Creek,  Pulaski 
County. 

As  a young  man  Jonathan  Reames  wedded  Miss  Catherine  Yount, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Yount,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
White  County.  Of  this  union  were  born  eight  children — Tavner,  Daniel, 
Eliza  J.,  Fred,  William  James,  John  E.,  Elizabeth,  and  Rachel  A.  Daniel 
is  deceased,  as  is  also  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy ; Eliza  J.  is  the  wife 
of  William  D.  Pierce  and  they  reside  in  the  City  of  Headier,  Indiana; 
John  E.  is  individually  mentioned  on  other  pages  of  this  work;  and 
Rachel  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Kestle,  of  Carroll  County. 

Fred  Reames  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  father,  in 
section  5,  Cass  Township,  this  county,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was 
February  11,  1854.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  part  of  the  county  and  during  the  long  intervening  years 
he  has  continued  his  active  and  successful  identification  with  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  his  native  township,  his  fine  landed  estate,  equipped 
with  the  best  of  improvements,  being  situated  one-half  mile  east  of  the 
Village  of  Headlee  and  comprising  200  acres  of  most  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive land,  the  fine  homestead  being  known  as  “ Maple  Ridge  Farm.” 
In  addition  to  his  general  farming  operations  Mr.  Reames  has  for  many 
years  conducted  a prosperous  enterprise  in  the  operation  of  a threshing 
outfit,  and  in  this  line  he  has  maintained  his  equipment  at  all  times  at 
the  best  modern  standard.  He  is  liberal  and  progressive  as  a citizen  and 
gives  ready  cooperation  in  the  furtherance  of  measures  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community,  along  both  civic  and  industrial  lines,  his  status 
and  attitude  being  such  that  he  is  consistently  to  be  designated  as  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  his  native  county. 

A loyal  advocate  and  supporter  of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the 
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republican  party,  Mr.  Reames  has  been  influential  in  public  affairs  of  a 
local  order  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  positions  of 
public  trust.  He  was  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of  township  assessor 
for  two  terms,  of  four  years  each,  and  served  somewhat  more  than  five 
and  one-half  years  as  township  trustee.  He  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
and  zealous  members  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  of  the  church  of  this 
denomination  at  Headlee  he  has  served  as  a trustee  since  1884,  besides 
which  he  is  a trustee  of  the  Indian  Creek  Cemetery. 

On  September  3,  1874,  Mr.  Reames  wedded  Miss  Eliza  M.  Bayles,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Charles  Bayles,  an  early  settler  of  this  section  of 
the  state.  Mrs.  Reames  passed  to  the  life  eternal  January  20,  1891, 
and  of  this  union  were  born  four  children : Ellis  F.,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Arra  J.,  married  Miss  Leota  Felker,  and  they  reside  in  the  Village  of 
Wolcott,  this  county;  William  F.,  married  Miss  Agnes  Felker  and  they 
reside  in  the  Village  of  Headlee  and  Della  is  the  wife  of  Albert  D. 
Moore,  of  Monticello,  the  county  seat.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Reams  on  October  10,  1893,  was  to  Mrs.  Ann  E.  (Bayles)  Gruwell,  a 
widowed  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  their  only  child  is  Estella  A.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Swisher,  of  Headlee. 

John  E.  Reames.  In  this  history  John  E.  Reames  is  entitled  to 
specific  recognition  as  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  and 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  his  native  county,  and  concerning 
the  pioneer  family  of  which  he  is  a scion  due  record  is  given  on  other 
pages,  in  the  sketch  of  the  career  of  his  brother,  Fred  Reames,  who  like- 
wise is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Reames  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  parents, 
in  Cass  Township,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  November  3,  1858. 
His  advancement  to  the  worthy  goal  of  independence  and  definite  pros- 
perity has  been  won  by  earnest  application  and  good  management,  and 
he  became  largely  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  when  he  was  a 
mere  lad,  in  the  meanwhile  having  not  been  denied  the  advantages  of 
the  local  schools.  He  began  working  for  his  own  support  when  but 
thirteen  years  of  age,  and  through  twelve  years  of  efficient  and  faithful 
service  in  the  employ  of  farmers  of  White  County — notably  Jeremiah 
Mattox  and  Joseph  McBeth,  he  earned  the  money  which  finally  enabled 
him  to  institute  his  independent  operations  as  a farmer.  His  present 
homestead  comprises  160  acres,  is  well  improved  and  is  eligibly  situated 
in  Cass  Township,  one  mile  south  of  the  Village  of  Headlee.  Mr.  Reames 
has  not  only  shown  marked  energy  and  progressiveness  in  his  individual 
farm  enterprise  but  has  also  been  active  and  influential  in  the  supporting 
of  measures  and  agencies  that  have  advanced  the  civic  and  material 
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welfare  of  the  community,  his  service  having  been  specially  notable 
in  the  supporting  of  road  and  drainage  improvements  in  his  home  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Reames  is  known  as  a stalwart  in  the  local  camp  of  the  republican 
party  and  has  been  prominent  and  influential  in  its  councils  and  general 
activities.  He  served  six  years  as  township  assessor  and  in  1902  he  was 
his  party’s  candidate  for  the  office  of  county  sheriff,  normal  political 
exigencies,  in  the  predominating  strength  of  the  democratic  contingent, 
having  compassed  his  defeat,  though  his  successful  opponent  was  elected 
by  the  very  small  majority  of  twenty-four  votes.  At  Star  City,  Pulaski 
County,  Mr.  Reames  is  prominently  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  442  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  at  the  same  place  he  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  in  the  adjunct  organization,  Lodge  No.  332  of  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah. 

October  11,  1883,  recorded  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Reames  to  Miss  Laura 
Guthrie,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  a daughter 
of  William  C.  and  Sarah  F.  Guthrie,  also  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reames  have  one  daughter,  Sarah  Katherine,  who  is  at  the  parental  home. 

William  H.  Downey.  It  is  essentially  as  a farmer  and  stock  man 
that  William  H.  Downey  has  been  identified  with  the  general  progress 
and  welfare  of  Cass  Township  during  many  years.  While  his  farm  is 
not  one  of  the  largest,  it  is  easily  one  of  the  best  in  the  quality  of  im- 
provements and  in  general  productiveness  and  wherever  Mr.  Downey  is 
known  he  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  acquaintanceship. 
His  homestead  of  160  acres  in  section  18  of  Cass  Township  represents 
many  years  of  steady  industry  and  intelligent  management,  and  he  has 
a dignified  place  in  that  section  of  White  county. 

William  H.  Downey  was  born  in  Monon  Township  of  White  County, 
October  15,  1857,  a son  of  James  and  Mary  J.  (Cowger)  Downey.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  varied  usefulness  and  of  earnest  purpose  from  early 
boyhood.  Besides  assisting  his  father  and  learning  the  routine  duties 
of  a farm,  he  also  obtained  a good  education  and  qualified  as  a teacher, 
and  for  about  twenty-eight  years  in  succession  had  charge  of  a school 
in  the  country  district.  He  taught  in  Cass,  Monroe  and  Liberty  town- 
ships. 

On  June  14,  1881,  Mr.  Downey  married  Miss  Leonia  M.  Yount,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Emily  (Bacon)  Yount.  The  Yount  family 
came  to  White  County  before  the  war,  and  lived  in  Big  Creek  and  Cass 
Township  and  also  for  a time  in  Liberty  Township.  Mrs.  Downey’s 
parents  are  both  deceased,  her  father  being  buried  in  Pulaski  County 
and  her  mother  in  Buffalo.  The  Yount  family  is  of  German  descent. 
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About  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Downey  moved  to  the  south 
eighty  of  the  quarter  section  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  spent  in  Liberty  Township  that  has  been  the 
seat  of  his  activities  and  the  center  of  his  home  associations  for  nearly 
thirty-five  years.  He  may  be  classed  as  a general  farmer,  and  has  been 
particularly  successful  with  the  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle.  His  farm  has 
been  improved  in  many  ways,  and  he  has  laid  a large  amount  of  tiling 
and  has  also  erected  buildings  in  keeping  with  his  prosperity  and  with 
the  requirements  of  his  business. 

In  politics  Mr.  Downey  is  a democrat,  and  takes  a considerable  interest 
in  public  affairs.  His  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downey  had  two  children:  William  C.,  who 
died  in  1889 ; and  Homer  R.,  who  lives  at  Buffalo  and  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Renwick.  Homer  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1910  in  the  Monticello  High  School.  He  also 
spent  one  term  in  the  State  University  at  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  is 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father.  They  belong  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

John  McConnell.  A resident  of  White  County  more  than  half  a 
century,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  drug  business  in  Monticello,  John  McConnell  has  turned  the  seventy- 
fifth  milestone  on  life’s  journey  and  is  now  retired,  having  accomplished 
what  the  world  must  regard  as  a worthy  share  of  life’s  duties.  . 

John  McConnell  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
November  6,  1838.  His  parents  were  James  Boyd  and  Sarah  D. 
(Stewart)  McConnell.  Both  were  born  also  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
the  father  October  10,  1813,  and  the  mother  also  in  the  year  1813. 
James  B.  McConnell  was  a physician  of  the  old  school,  had  acquired 
his  medical  education  by  classical  training  and  association  with  older 
doctors,  and  was  regarded  as  an  able  and  skillful  practitioner.  He 
moved  to  Cass  County,  Indiana,  in  1852,  and  died  there  January  23, 
1853.  His  widow  survives  him  more  than  forty  years,  passing  away 
January  24,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  and  six  days,  and  both 
are  laid  to  rest  in  Logansport.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
five  of  whom  are  still  living.  After  the  death  of  Doctor  McConnell,  the 
family,  in  the  fall  of  1859,  after  two  years’  residence  in  Illinois,  came 
to  White  County,  and  this  has  been  the  home  of  John  McConnell  ever 
since. 

He  acquired  his  early  education  in  Ohio,  was  about  fifteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Indiana,  and  was  at  the  beginning  of  his  manhood 
career  on  locating  in  White  County.  From  this  county  early  in  the  war 
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he  entered  the  Union  army,  being  mustered  in  at  South  Bend,  as  a 
member  of  Company  G of  the  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years  until  discharged  at  Indianapolis.  He  was  captured 
and  spent  two  weeks  in  the  notorious  Confederate  prison  at  Richmond, 
the  Libby,  and  the  same  length  of  time  at  Belle  Isle  in  the  James  River. 
After  the  war  Mr.  McConnell  came  to  Monticello  and  bought  an  interest 
in  the  drug  business  conducted  by  Doctor  McMillen.  Doctor  McMillen 
finally  sold  to  Mr.  Prior,  and  some  years  later  Mr.  McConnell  acquired 
the  other  interest  and  was  in  business  alone  until  he  retired  about  three 
years  ago. 

He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Monticello  and 
has  been  generally  interested  in  local  affairs,  though  never  a seeker 
for  official  honors.  For  years  he  has  served  as  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  takes  much  interest  in  church  work.  August  2,  1871,  Mr. 
McConnell  married  Martha  Cowger,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Bol- 
ton) Cowger.  Mrs.  McConnell’s  parents  were  pioneers  in  the  Pike  Creek 
community,  were  farmers,  and  people  of  the  highest  character.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McConnell  have  two  daughters,  as  follows:  Abigail  D.,  who  died 
August  23,  1896;  and  Sarah  Faye,  who  died  February  7,  1908. 

John  P.  Shafer.  For  fully  eighty  years  the  Shafer  name  has  been 
represented  in  the  role  of  honorable  citizenship  in  White  County.  John 
P.  Shafer  has  himself  spent  more  than  seventy  years  in  the  county, 
having  been  born  here,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  good  country 
homes  in  Union  Township.  Mr.  Shafer  has  a record  as  a Union  soldier 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  in  addition  to  his  private  business  has  at  dif- 
ferent times  helped  to  carry  on  the  burdens  of  local  government. 

John  P.  Shafer  was  born  in  Union  Township  of  White  County, 
February  9,  1841.  His  parents  were  James  and  Susan  (Peebles)  Shafer. 
They  were  Ohio  people,  and  were  married  in  1832  in  Perry  County, 
and  two  years  later  started  for  Indiana,  driving  a covered  wagon  to 
White  County.  James  Shafer  secured  a farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Union 
Township,  and  on  that  land  erected  a small  cabin,  which  was  his  first 
home.  His  location  was  in  the  midst  of  the  heavy  timber,  and  in  sub- 
sequent years  he  cleared  off  the  heavy  woods,  brought  many  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  increased  his  land  holdings  until  he  was  one  of  the  most 
substantial  men  in  Union  Township.  The  original  log  house  which  he 
put  up  eighty  years  ago  is  still  standing  on  the  farm,  though  no  longer 
a place  of  human  habitation.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  on  the  old 
homestead.  In  politics  he  was  a whig  for  many  years,  and  when  that- 
party  organization  was  dissolved  became  a republican. 

John  P.  Shafer,  who  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  eight  children, 
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grew  up  in  White  County,  and  his  education  came  entirely  from  the 
country  schools  of  his  generation.  He  was  just  coming  into  manhood 
when  the  war  broke  out,  and  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Indiana 
Infantry  and  remained  until  getting  his  honorable  discharge  in  1865. 
On  account  of  illness  he  was  disabled  for  service  a large  part  of  the  time, 
and  consequently  did  not  participate  in  all  the  battles  and  campaigns 
which  are  part  of  the  record  of  his  regiment.  However,  he  was  present 
in  the  battle  of  Richmond,  Kentucky,  in  1862,  and  was  in  the  hard 
fighting  in  front  of  Atlanta  on  July  26  and  27,  1864. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six,  not  long  after  the  war,  Mr.  Shafer  married 
Mary  E.  Wall,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ann  T.  (Perry)  Wall.  The  Wall 
family  came  to  White  County  in  the  early  days,  Mrs.  Shafer  died  with- 
out children.  Mr.  Shafer  married  for  his  present  wife  Clara  J.  Simons, 
daughter  of  George  H.  Simons.  To  that  marriage  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: James  H.,  who  married  Josephine  Price,  daughter  of  Frank 

Price,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  John,  Frank,  Joseph 
and  Mary,  all  natives  of  White  County ; Margaret  M.,  the  second  child, 
was  born  in  White  County  and  is  unmarried. 

Mr.  Shafer  has  a well  improved  homestead  in  Union  Township,  com- 
prising seventy-nine  and  a half  acres.  This  is  land  which  he  acquired 
in  an  unimproved  condition,  and  its  present  value  and  improvements 
are  all  the  result  of  his  own  management.  He  has  succeeded  as  a general 
farmer  and  has  surrounded  his  family  with  all  the  necessary  comforts 
of  life.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge  of  Masons  at  Monticello  and 
also  with  the  Eastern  Star.  In  public  affairs  he  has  served  as  super- 
visor of  his  township,  and  is  an  active  republican. 

Charles  Lewis  Foster.  One  of  the  hard-working  newspaper  men 
of  White  County,  Charles  L.  Foster,  is  now  the  editor  and  general 
manager  of  the  Democrat- Journal-Observer  Company,  at  Monticello,  and 
has  been  in  the  profession  actively  in  White  County  for  more  than  ten 
years. 

Mr.  Foster  is  a White  County  citizen  by  birth,  residence  and  an- 
cestry, having  been  born  in  Jackson  Township,  near  Idaville,  June  19, 
1879,  on  the  farm  where  his  grandfather,  Lewis  Foster,  settled  in  1865, 
and  which  his  father,  Joshua  D.  Foster,  bought  from  the  heirs  of  the 
estate  in  1870  and  resided  upon  for  over  thirty  years.  Joshua  D.  Foster 
was  a Civil  war  veteran,  having  served  four  years  in  the  Seventy-second 
Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  which  was  part  of  the  famous  Wilder  Bri- 
gade. His  wife,  Alice  Moore,  was  born  in  Iowa,  March  15,  1856 ; their 
other  son,  William,  died  from  tuberculosis  in  1907. 
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Mr.  Foster  secured  his  education  in  the  common  and  high  schools 
of  Iclaville  and  was  a member  of  the  first  class  to  graduate  after  the 
high  school  was  founded  in  that  village.  His  first  work  was  as  a 
teacher,  and  he  spent  five  years  in  that  occupation.  In  May,  1904,  he 
bought  the  Idaville  Observer,  and  was  instrumental  in  founding  the 
Reynolds  Journal  in  1910.  In  November,  1912,  he  bought  the  Daily 
Journal  at  Monticello,  and  then  effected  a consolidation  of  the  three 
papers  with  the  White  County  Democrat.  He  became  a third  owner 
in  the  new  company,  which  took  the  name  Democrat- Journal-Observer 
Company,  and  in  May,  1914,  assumed  the  duties  of  editor  and  general 
manager.  Mr.  Foster  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  democratic  party  and 
has  always  been  loyal  to  those  principles. 

On  March  18,  1903,  at  Idaville,  he  married  Pearl  Schopf.  She  was 
also  graduated  from  the  Idaville  High  School,  and  they  were  the  first 
graduates  to  cement  the  associations  of  school  life  by  the  ties  of  matri- 
mony. They  have  two  children,  both  born  at  Idaville:  Charles  Fred- 
erick Foster,  born  February  18,  1906;  and  William  Francis  Foster, 
born  May  9,  1908. 

Ira  Johnsonbaugh.  Nearly  fifty  years  of  residence  have  given  Ira 
Johnsonbaugh  many  strong  and  interesting  associations  with  White 
County.  He  came  here  as  a boy,  and  saw  some  service  in  the  Union  army 
before  he  reached  his  majority.  He  has  performed  the  average  share  of 
the  individual  in  developing  the  fertile  lands  of  White  County,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Jackson  Township.  His  home  is  on  rural  route  No.  21  out  of  Idaville. 

Born  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  May  28,  1845,  Ira  Johnsonbaugh  is 
one  of  the  nine  children  born  to  Henry  and  Christina  (Condo)  Johnson- 
baugh. His  parents  were  Pennsylvania  Dutch  people,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1856  moved  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  located  on  land  in  Jackson 
Township,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  years.  The  father  in  his 
time  cleared  up  many  acres,  and  provided  abundantly  for  himself  and 
his  family  through  his  vocation  as  a farmer  and  stockraiser.  Both 
parents  are  buried  in  the  Shafer  Cemetery.  Seven  of  their  children 
are  still  living.  Henry  Johnsonbaugh  was  a democrat  in  politics  and 
his  fellow  citizens  showed  their  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  ability 
by  twice  electing  him  township  trustee. 

When  Ira  Johnsonbaugh  started  to  school  he  attended  one  of  the  now 
obsolete  temples  of  learning  which  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  could  be 
found  in  almost  every  school  district  of  the  county.  It  was  an  old  log 
building,  and  the  instruction  he  received  was  confined  to  the  rudiments 
of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  His  practical  training,  however,  was 
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not  neglected,  and  he  also  started  life  well  grounded  in  the  principles 
of  honesty  and  industry.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  became  an  inde- 
pendent farmer,  and  has  made  that  his  vocation  ever  since.  Mr.  John- 
sonbaugh  owns  a well  improved  farm  of  ninety-two  acres  in  section  27  of 
Jackson  Township. 

His  first  wife  was  Angeline  Tam,  of  the  well  known  family  of  that 
name  in  White  County.  She  died  March  10,  1880,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Shafer  Cemetery.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children:  Flora, 

Effie,  Harry,  Grace,  Sanford  and  one  that  died  unnamed.  On  April 
15,  1881,  Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  married  Elizabeth  Ginn,  who  died  without 
children  on  December  22,  1905,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Idaville.  On  February  7,  1907,  he  married  Harrietta  Weiand. 

In  politics  Mr.  Johnsonbaugh  has  always  been  aligned  with  the 
democratic  interests,  and  has  ever  been  a keen  student  of  current  affairs 
and  many  times  has  made  himself  a factor  for  local  improvements.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  like  his  father  he  has  served  two  terms  as  township 
trustee,  and  during  his  administration  kept  the  schools  up  to  the  highest 
grade  of  improvement  and  efficiency.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  in  Cass  Township.  A part  of  his  record  which  will 
always  be  esteemed  by  his  descendants  was  his  service  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  critical  days  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1864,  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company  B of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second 
Indiana  Volunteers,  first  commanded  by  Colonel  Comport  of  Fort  Wayne 
and  later  by  Colonel  Oakley.  He  was  ordered  with  his  command  to 
Nashville,  and  took  part  in  some  of  the  campaigns  which  brought  the 
rebellion  to  a close.  He  was  given  his  honorable  discharge  at  Indianapolis 
in  July,  1865,  and  is  one  of  the  youngest  of  the  veterans  of  that  great 
conflict,  still  living  and  active  in  affairs. 

Peter  F.  Bishop.  In  any  account  of  White  County  mention  must 
be  made  of  the  Bishop  family,  which  in  the  past  eighty  years  has  had  a 
large  share  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  this  section.  Its  various  members 
have  all  possessed  the  most  sterling  traits  of  citizenship.  The  first 
settler  was  a fine  type  of  the  pioneer,  willing  to  sacrifice  much  in  order 
to  develop  a new  country,  and  in  the  memories  of  the  older  settlers  of 
this  county  the  name  of  Peter  Bishop  is  recalled  as  a man  of  splendid 
business  ability  and  great  strength  and  nobility  of  character. 

The  pioneer  settler  was  Peter  Bishop,  Sr.,  whose  long  and  active 
life  came  to  a close  at  Burnettsville,  February  13,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years,  six  months,  twenty-three  days.  He  was  horn  in 
Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  July  18,  1812,  about  the  time  of  the  out- 
break of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain.  It  was  his  distinction  to 
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live  through  the  presidential  administration  of  Madison,  Monroe,  Adams, 
Jackson,  Van  Buren,  Harrison,  Polk,  Taylor,  Pierce,  Buchanan,  Lincoln, 
Grant,  Hayes,  Garfield,  Cleveland,  Harrison,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
that  great  democratic  exemplar  Andrew  Jackson  and  passed  away  during 
the  second  administration  of  Grover  Cleveland.  He  was  one  of  thirteen 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Margaret  Bishop,  who  were  natives  of 
Virginia.  Reared  on  a farm  and  with  meager  education,  according  to 
the  opportunities  of  the  time,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  removed  to 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  lived  there  two  years,  and  in  company  with  John 
Hanna  came  to  Jackson  Township,  White  County,  Indiana,  November 
8,  1831.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  venture  into  this  wilderness,  when 
it  was  still  filled  with  Indians  and  all  manner  of  wild  game.  His  first 
possession  was  a little  tract  of  forty  acres,  but  his  industry  and  good 
management  subsequently  enlarged  that  to  a generous  farm.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  150  acres,  and  all  of  it  represented  his 
individual  efforts,  since  he  started  life  with  nothing.  He  also  owned 
some  town  property. 

Peter  Bishop  was  first  married  in  June,  1835,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Hamill,  who  died  August  3,  1845,  leaving  five  children : Sarah,  Henry, 

John,  Mary  and  Margaret.  His  second  marriage  occurred  in  April,  1846, 
when  Miss  Jane  Delzell  became  his  wife.  She  died  September  29,  1858, 
leaving  three  children:  Manda  M.,  Miranda  J.  and  Nancy  E.  In  1859 
Mr.  Bishop  married  Mrs.  Jane  (Whitman)  Robbins,  who  died  February 
10,  1892.  In  1872  Peter  Bishop  removed  from  his  old  homestead  to  Ida- 
ville,  but  after  three  years  tired  of  town  life  and  bought  another  farm 
west  of  Burnetts  Creek,  and  finally  removed  thereto,  but  he  died  in  Bur- 
nettsville,  after  he  had  sold  the  farm.  Peter  Bishop  was  present  at  the 
first  election  held  in  Jackson  Township  and  was  one  of  the  county’s  first 
jurors.  A number  of  years  before  his  death  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  God  or  New  Dunkards,  and  lived  faithful  to  that  creed  the  rest  of 
his  days. 

Henry  Bishop,  a son  of  the  pioneer  Peter  Bishop,  was  born  on  section 
35  in  Jackson  Township,  White  County,  June  3,  1837.  He  grew  up  in 
White  County  when  it  was  a pioneer  community  and  had  few  schools, 
and  those  operated  under  subscription  plan.  He  went  into  farming 
almost  as  a matter  of  course,  and  when  the  war  came  on  enlisted  in 
Company  E of  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and 
was  with  that  regiment  on  all  its  campaigns,  marches  and  battles  until 
honorably  discharged  on  account  of  illness  August  22,  1863.  His  army 
service  permanently  undermined  his  health,  and  for  this  reason  he  was 
never  able  to  accomplish  as  much  as  many  other  men  of  like  ability. 
He  was  a democrat,  but  sought  no  office,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the 
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Church  of  God.  His  death  occurred  as  a result  of  lung  trouble  con- 
tracted while  a soldier  on  March  3,  1880.  He  is  buried  in  the  old 
Burnettsville  Cemetery.  Henry  Bishop  married  Martha  J.  Shull,  who 
was  born  in  section  14  of  Jackson  Township  June  19,  1837,  and  is  now 
the  oldest  living  native  of  that  township.  She  is  a sister  of  J.  Wesley 
Shull,  who  is  mentioned  on  other  pages  of  this  publication.  Mrs.  Bishop 
has  lived  in  Idaville  for  the  past  twenty-eight  years,  and  has  her  home 
with  her  son  Harvey  J.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Bishop  were  born  nine 
children:  Peter  F. ; Rosa  Belle,  deceased;  Harvey  J. ; Mahala  A.,  de- 

ceased; Emeline;  Margaret;  George;  Robert,  deceased;  and  Laura. 

Peter  F.  Bishop,  the  oldest  member  of  his  father’s  family,  was  born 
in  section  35  of  Jackson  Township,  May  22,  1858.  On  August  10,  1876, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  D.  King,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Barbara 
King  of  Cass  Township.  Mr.  King  preempted  land  from  the  Government 
in  Cass  Township  in  1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  are  the  parents  of  six 
children : Ralph,  wrho  died  in  infancy ; Maude,  wife  of  J ames  D.  Brown, 
mentioned  elsewhere ; Alpha,  who  died  in  infancy ; Manford  W.,  who 
lives  at  Attica,  Ohio,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Helen  Weaver  has  one  child, 
Audrey;  Glen  H.,  who  lives  on  his  father’s  farm  half  a mile  from 
Burnettsville  and  by  his  marriage  to  Agnes  McClellan  has  two  children, 
Ralph  Wallace  and  Leroy  Franklin ; and  Hazel  A.,  who  married  Lee 
Hutton  and  lives  north  of  Peru  in  Miami  County. 

Peter  F.  Bishop  has  made  farming  his  life  vocation  and  his  posses- 
sions comprise  sixty-six  acres  in  a well  cultivated  farm  a half  mile  south 
of  Burnettsville,  and  also  nine  acres  in  the  town  of  that  name.  He  is  a 
democrat,  has  never  sought  office,  but  is  now  serving  as  assistant  road 
superintendent  of  Jackson  Township.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Church  of  God  or  New  Dunkards. 

George  B.  Tam.  A native  son  of  White  County,  for  many  years  w7ell 
known  in  the  Idaville  district  as  a farmer  and  stockman,  active  in  politics, 
and  recently  retired  from  six  years  of  capable  service  as  township  trustee, 
George  B.  Tarn  is  one  of  the  forward-looking  men  of  White  County, 
vigilant  and  diligent  in  his  own  business,  public  spirited  when  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  is  at  stake. 

His  family  have  been  identified  with  Indiana  for  three  generations. 
His  grandfather  was  Stephen  Tam,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and 
an  early  settler  in  Carroll  County,  from  which  locality  he  removed  to 
Logansport,  and  died  there  about  1846.  Stephen  Tam  married  Mary 
Lingo,  wrho  was  also  of  Scotch  stock. 

Alfred  C.  Tam,  the  youngest  of  the  five  children  of  Stephen  and 
Mary,  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  April  8,  1843,  and  when  a young 
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man  moved  into  White  County  about  1860.  December  24,  1863,  he  mar- 
ried Rachel  Smith,  a daughter  of  Jacob  J.  and  Hettie  Smith.  Jacob  J. 
Smith  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Jackson  Township,  having  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  4 from  the  Government.  He  was  born 
March  8,  1843,  and  died  December  23,  1880,  in  Idaville.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  C.  Tam  were  married  in  White  County  on  the  farm  where  they 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Albert  C.  Tam  at  his  marriage  had  nothing 
except  hope  and  ambition  and  a pair  of  willing  hands,  but  with  this 
capital  he  succeeded  above  the  ordinary,  and  at  his  death  left  an  estate 
of  about  200  acres.  He  was  an  uncompromising  democrat.  During  the 
?70s  he  filled  township  offices,  and  beginning  in  1882  served  two  terms 
as  a county  commissioner.  He  was  a big  man  physically,  with  a genial 
disposition,  and  always  lived  peaceably  and  helpfully  in  his  community. 
It  was  his  proud  claim  that  he  was  never  sued  and  had  never  sued  any 
man  in  his  life.  In  addition  to  farming  he  also  dealt  considerably  in 
cattle.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Jackson  Township,  January  25,  1905, 
having  lived  on  the  same  place  for  forty-two  years.  Rachel  Tam,  his 
wife,  was  born  March  3,  1844,  and  died  on  the  homestead,  April  20,  1895. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  George  B.;  Joseph  S. ; John 

I. ,  deceased ; Rosie,  now  deceased,  who  married  George  Richardson ; Isaac 

J.  ; Milton  A. ; and  Effie  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Alva  Hunt. 

George  B.  Tam,  the  oldest  of  these  children,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Jackson  Township,  September  10,  1864.  Practically  all 
his  life  of  fifty-one  years  has  been  spent  in  White  County.  His  educa- 
tion came  from  the  country  schools,  and  the  work  which  he  did  as 
assistant  to  his  father  proved  a good  preparation  for  his  independent 
career  after  his  marriage.  He  has  been  a farmer,  owns  100  acres  of 
agricultural  land  and  considerable  real  estate  in  Idaville,  and  has  also 
been  an  active  cattle  dealer.  For  several  years  he  has  done  little  actual 
farm  work. 

A democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  takes  broad  views  in  local 
matters,  and  endeavors  to  support  the  man  best  fitted  for  the  particular 
duty  of  the  office.  He  has  served  as  democratic  township  committeeman 
a number  of  terms,  and  in  1908  was  elected  township  trustee  of  Jackson 
Township  and  served  until  January  1,  1915.  Many  firmly  believe  that 
the  schools  and  the  general  affairs  of  the  township  were  never  in  better 
condition  than  during  that  six-year  term. 

Mr.  Tam  is  affiliated  with  Idaville  Lodge  No.  556,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a trustee  of  the  lodge.  The  home  of  the  Tam 
family  is  located  three  and  a half  miles  northeast  of  Idaville.  Mr.  Tam 
was  married  in  Monticello,  February  12,  1890,  to  Miss  Ida  York,  daughter 
of  William  H.  and  Barbara  J.  York  of  Burnettsville.  After  more  than 
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twenty-two  years  of  married  companionship  Mrs.  Tam  died  June  10, 
1912.  Her  children  were:  Fred  J. ; John  D.,  who  lives  in  Jackson 

Township,  married  Sylvia  Baer,  and  has  one  child,  Althea  May ; William 
H.,  who  lives  at  home;  Lottie  M.  and  Joe  L.,  also  at  home. 

Fred  J.  Tam,  the  oldest  child,  is  the  present  postmaster  at  Idaville. 
He  is  a graduate  of  the  Idaville  High  School,  and  took  summer  work  in 
the  Marion  Normal  and  one  summer  in  the  North  Manchester  College. 
He  became  a teacher,  and  did  five  years  of  successful  school  work  in 
White  County  prior  to  taking  up  the  duties  of  postmaster  at  Idaville. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Idaville  Lodge  No.  556,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  Fred  Tam  married  Fleeta  Gardiner,  and  has  one  child,  Galen 
Eugene. 

Henry  Reingardt.  The  manifold  possibilities  of  White  County  as  an 
agricultural  district  attracted  Henry  Reingardt  to  local  citizenship  about 
ten  years  ago.  Mr.  Reingardt  is  now  proprietor  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Plain  View  Poultry  and  Stock  Farm  in  section  8 of  Jackson  Township. 
While  he  and  his  wife  give  much  attention  to  poultry,  especially  the 
Buff  Rock  chickens,  his  farm  is  a large  one,  comprising  260  acres,  and 
is  all  under  cultivation  and  much  of  it  devoted  to  general  farming  and 
the  raising  of  graded  live  stock.  Mr.  Reingardt  is  a man  of  sound  judg- 
ment in  business  matters,  and  has  proved  a welcome  addition  to  the  agri- 
cultural community  of  Jackson  Township. 

Henry  Reingardt  was  bom  in  Hanover,  Germany,  August  5,  1864,  a 
son  of  Christ  and  Frankie  (Wickman)  Reingardt.  When  he  was  about 
eight  years  of  age  his  parents  crossed  the  ocean  to  find  a home  in  the 
new  world,  arriving  in  the  United  States  July  4,  1872,  and  at  once 
going  West  to  Kendall  County,  Illinois.  Two  years  later  they  removed 
to  DeKalb  County  in  the  same  state  near  Hinckley.  Christ  Reingardt 
was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  died  February  18,  1905,  and  is  buried 
in  DeKalb  County.  He  was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church 
and  was  a democrat  and  took  considerable  interest  in  local  affairs.  His 
widow  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  In  their  family 
were  six  children:  Christ,  a resident  of  Iowa;  Minnie,  now  deceased, 

who  married  Christ  Dienst;  Louisa,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Henry  Hartman;  George,  who  died  in  infancy;  Henry;  and  William, 
who  lives  in  Illinois. 

Henry  Reingardt  received  most  of  his  education  in  Illinois  public 
schools,  grew  up  on  a farm,  and  with  considerable  practice  and  training 
started  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  On  September  26, 
1887,  he  secured  an  excellent  helpmate  for  his  career  by  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Minnie  Dieters,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Minnie  (Leifheit) 
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Dieters,  who  came  to  the  United  States  from  Germany  in  1869,  also 
locating  in  Illinois.  Her  father,  who  was  born  January  29,  1840,  died 
October  18,  1909,  while  her  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rein- 
gardt  have  four  children:  Albert,  who  married  Gertrude  McClelland; 
Edward  and  Fred,  both  at  home ; and  Ervin,  who  died  in  1913  a promis- 
ing youth  of  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  Reingardt  removed  to  White  County  on  March  10,  1905.  He 
had  bought  his  present  farm  three  years  before,  and  in  the  past  ten 
years  has  done  much  to  develop  and  improve  it  and  increase  its  value. 
In  politics  he  is  a republican,  and  with  his  family  is  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds.  He  has  his  daily  mail  delivery 
from  Idaville. 

Charles  E.  Girard.  The  business  and  social  community  at  Idaville 
have  had  a valuable  and  influential  citizen  in  the  person  of  Charles  E. 
Girard.  His  home  is  an  excellent  farm  located  three  miles  southwest  of 
Burnettsville,  and  his  postoffice  is  Burnetts  Creek.  He  is  identified  in  a 
business  way  or  by  church  and  social  connections  with  all  of  these  vil- 
lages, and  is  one  of  the  best  thought  of  men  in  that  locality,  and  in  every 
way  has  deserved  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

His  family  has  lived  in  this  part  of  Indiana  for  a great  many  years. 
His  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Girard,  was  born  near  Troy,  Ohio,  in  March, 
1806.  His  first  wife  was  Ann  McDermott,  and  he  afterwards  married 
Margaret  McDermott  in  Pennsylvania.  By  the  first  wife  there  were 
nine  children  and  two  by  the  second  union.  Nathaniel  Girard  died  at 
Quincy,  Ohio,  in  1864. 

William  M.  Girard,  father  of  Charles  E.,  was  born  January  30,  1832, 
near  Germantown,  not  far  from  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
married  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  moved  to  Warren  County,  Indiana, 
lived  for  two  years  in  Carroll  County  and  then  settled  in  White  County. 
He  came  to  White  County  about  1871  and  died  at  Burnettsville,  March 
30,  1906.  He  was  a miller  by  trade  and  for  three  years  after  locating 
at  Burnettsville  sold  milling  machinery.  He  then  moved  to  Carroll 
County  and  operated  a farm  and  sawmill  and  continued  as  a saw- 
miller  almost  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was  a republican  in  politics, 
and  for  one  year  during  1876  served  as  assessor  of  Jackson  Township, 
though  he  was  never  known  to  express  any  desire  for  office,  and  merely 
accepted  such  responsibilities  from  a sense  of  duty.  He  was  always 
willing  to  help  others  and  such  was  his  liberality  that  he  never  accumu- 
lated a fortune,  although  he  was  a good  money  maker.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  owned  his  home  of  seven  acres  at  Burnettsville  and  also 
some  town  lots  at  Monticello.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 


672 


HISTORY  OP  WHITE  COUNTY 


Baptist  Church,  and  his  entire  career  was  that  of  an  upright  citizen. 
William  Girard  married  Amanda  Statler,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Nancy  (Stewart)  Statler,  whose  home  was  a mile  south  of  Piqua,  Ohio. 
By  this  union  there  were  eight  children:  Ida  married  John  Strasser, 

they  live  at  Mexico,  Indiana,  and  have  seven  living  children  and  two 
deceased;  Frank  S.,  who  lives  in  Adams  Township  of  Carroll  County, 
married  Elizabeth  Love,  and  has  five  living  children  and  one  deceased; 
Harry  died  in  infancy;  Charles  E.  is  the  fourth  in  the  family;  William 
C.,  whose  home  is  in  Arkansas,  married  Anna  Young,  and  they  have  four 
children;  Lawrence  Elmer,  who  lives  in  Salina,  Colorado,  married  Effie 
Curtner,  and  of  their  five  children  two  are  deceased ; Thomas  W.,  whose 
home  is  at  Barlow,  Kentucky,  has  four  living  and  one  deceased  child 
by  his  first  marriage  to  Blanche  Henderson,  and  three  children  by  his 
second  wife,  Olive  Paisley;  Mary,  who  lives  with  her  mother  at  Bur- 
nettsville,  has  two  children  by  her  marriage  to  John  Longbreak. 

The  birth  of  Charles  E.  Girard  occurred  May  28,  1864,  while  his 
parents  were  living  in  Warren  County,  Indiana.  On  November  19,  1889, 
at  Burnettsville,  he  married  Margaret  Shafer,  a daughter  of  George 
A.  and  Mary  A.  (Stephen)  Shafer.  The  Shafers  were  early  settlers  in 
White  County,  having  come  in  1859,  and  purchasing  the  land  now  in- 
cluded in  the  farm  of  Mr.  Girard.  That  land  and  homestead  was  the 
birthplace  of  George  Mitchell,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Jackson  Township  and  who  died  in  the  fall  of  1914.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Girard  are  the  parents  of  four  children.  Roy  D.,  who  was 
graduated  from  Purdue  University  with  the  class  of  1914  and  is  a 
scientific  agriculturist,  now  farm  manager  for  Reverend  Doctor  Scoville 
at  Butler,  Indiana,  married  Eva  Scroggs,  a daughter  of  David  A.  Scroggs, 
a well  known  citizen  of  Jackson  Township.  Minnie  is  living  at  home. 
John  A.  is  a student  in  Purdue  University,  and  Elsie  Inez  is  still  at 
home. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Girard  has  occupied  his  present  home  farm. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  had  attended  the  public  schools,  also  was  in  high 
school  for  a time,  and  had  considerable  experience  in  the  sawmill  in- 
dustry. He  has  always  been  a reader  and  a student  of  men  and  affairs, 
and  in  that  way  has  gained  the  equivalent  of  a liberal  education.  As  a 
farmer  he  has  been  most  successful  in  the  stock  business.  It  has  been 
his  aim  to  feed  everything  he  grows  in  his  fields,  and  not  infrequently  he 
has  made  purchases  of  as  high  as  1,000  bushels  of  corn  for  feeding  of 
his  horses  and  cattle.  His  farm  comprises  about  ninety  acres,  well  im- 
proved, with  good  house  and  substantial  bams,  and  he  is  also  a stock- 
holder in  the  State  Bank  of  Burnettsville.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
interested  and  active  members  of  the  Church  of  God,  incorporated  at 
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Idaville.  For  the  past  seven  years  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School,  having  succeeded  Perry  Godlove  in  that  office.  Some- 
thing should  also  be  said  of  his  work  and  influence  as  a citizen.  He  is  a 
republican  in  political  views  and  in  1902  was  appointed  to  fill  out  an 
unexpired  term  on  the  township  advisory  board,  and  was  elected  for  a 
regular  term  from  1903  to  1907.  In  the  fall  of  1914  he  was  on  the 
progressive  ticket  as  a candidate  for  township  trustee. 

Elmer  G.  Reiff.  One  of  the  most  highly  respected  families  in  the 
vicinity  of  Idaville  is  that  of  Reiff,  represented  by  Elmer  G.,  a well 
known  farmer  and  stock  shipper  in  that  locality.  They  have  lived  in 
that  part  of  the  state  for  a great  many  years,  have  been  substantial 
and  thrifty  citizens,  God-fearing  people,  kindly  neighbors  and  a credit 
to  their  name. 

The  late  John  Reiff,  who  was  long  a farmer,  and  for  six  years  was  in 
the  sawmill  business,  was  born  October  1,  1836,  a son  of  Christian 
Reiff,  of  whom  mention  will  be  found  on  other  pages.  John  Reiff  died 
June  1,  1905.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  daughter,  Mary  E., 
who  married  Gilbert  Stinebaugh.  John  Reiff ’s  second  wife  was  Mary  G. 
(Wenrick)  Risser.  She  was  a daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Wen- 
rick,  of  the  prominent  Wenrick-Grubb  family  of  Darke  County,  Ohio. 
Mary  Risser  Reiff  died  at  Idaville,  March  29,  1910,  when  past  seventy 
years  of  age.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  a son,  David  Risser,  who 
now  lives  in  Cass  County,  Indiana,  just  north  of  Burnettsville.  David 
Risser  married  Mary  Davis  and  had  seven  children.  John  and  Mary 
Reiff  became  the  parents  of  four  children : Martha,  who  married 

Albert  H.  Tobias,  of  Burnettsville,  and  had  six  children,  named  Paul, 
Ruth,  John,  David,  Mary  and  Mark;  Dr.  Christian  W.  Reiff,  a physician 
of  Idaville,  who  married  Fanny  Eikenberry,  and  had  one  child,  Helen ; 
Laura  Bell,  who  lives  with  her  brother,  Elmer  Garfield,  the  youngest 
of  the  family. 

Elmer  G.  Reiff  was  born  August  4,  1881,  in  Cass  County,  Indiana, 
and  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead  and  lived  with  his  mother  until  her 
death.  He  had  an  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  then  took  up 
farming  and  other  lines  of  business  activities.  On  June  15,  1912,  he 
married  Miss  Blanche  O.  Gibson,  daughter  of  Herbert  and  Carrie 
(Jones)  Gibson.  Herbert  Gibson  was  an  uncle  of  Nathan  C.  Gibson, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reiff  was  born  one  son, 
John  Robert,  on  August  30,  1913. 

The  late  John  Reiff  was  a republican  in  politics,  but  took  little  part  in 
party  affairs,  and  divided  his  attention  between  the  duties  of  his  farm 
and  household  and  his  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of 
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the  Brethren  Church,  in  which  for  many  years  he  was  a deacon.  He 
lived  at  peace  with  his  neighbors,  and  was  quite  successful  in  every- 
thing he  undertook.  He  and  his  wife  were  laid  at  rest  in  the  Idaville 
Cemetery.  He  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  Idaville  Telephone  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  in  May,  1903. 

Elmer  G.  Reiff  has  become  well  known  in  the  community  of  Idaville 
as  the  proprietor  of  the  Green  Lawn  Stock  Farm,  located  a mile  south- 
east of  Idaville  on  the  Stringtown  Road.  It  is  a highly  improved  and 
well  cultivated  place,  and  in  addition  to  its  management  Mr.  Reiff  buys 
and  ships  stock  in  partnership  with  Wilbur  Timmons,  of  Idaville.  A 
republican,  he  casts  his  vote  for  the  best  man  in  local  affairs,  and 
always  tries  to  render  effective  service  in  civic  and  other  movements 
in  the  community.  In  the  fall  of  1914  he  was  a delegate  to  the  state 
convention  on  the  progressive  ticket.  While  not  a member  of  any 
church,  he  supports  church  activities,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Church 
of  God  at  Idaville. 

Samuel  G.  Neel.  More  than  sixty-five  years  have  passed  since  the 
Neel  family  first  became  identified  with  White  County.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Jackson  Township  is  Samuel  G.  Neel,  who  was 
born  in  that  part  of  White  County,  and  still  takes  an  active  part  in 
affairs. 

His  grandfather,  Samuel  Neel,  was  the  son  of  an  Irish  emigrant,  and 
in  1832  journeyed  from  Logan  County,  Ohio,  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana. 
Later  he  moved  to  White  County,  and  after  passing  through  many  pio- 
neer experiences  and  doing  his  part  in  clearing  up  the  land  of  a new 
country,  died  in  August,  1863,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Cedar  Cemetery. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a whig  and  later  a republican,  and  belonged  to 
the  seceder  branch  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Samuel  Neel  married 
Elizabeth  Ginn,  who  was  born  in  Ohio. 

Abram  Neel,  the  third  in  the  family  of  seven  children,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  September  5,  1816,  and  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  came  to  Indiana.  He  subsequently  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
farmers  of  White  County,  and  though  starting  life  a poor  man,  he  was 
able  to  rear  and  support  a large  family  of  children,  and  was  the  owner 
of  seventy  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  lived  a straightforward, 
honest  career,  was  cheerful  and  patient  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  and 
to  the  end  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  entire  community.  He 
was  a democrat  in  politics,  but  never  sought  office.  Originally  he 
belonged  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  denomination.  He  died  January  28,  1878.  He  married 
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Eliza  Gibson,  a daughter  of  John  Gibson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
White  County.  She  was  born  October  12,  1817,  and  died  January  12, 
1883,  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband  in  Idaville  Cemetery. 
Abram  and  Elizabeth  Neel  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  named 
as  follows:  George  C.;  Anna  G. ; Samuel  G. ; Mary  M.,  deceased;  Jane 

Elizabeth,  deceased;  John  W. ; Sarah  E.;  Cyrus  F. ; James  H. ; Effie  A.; 
and  Emma  T.,  deceased.  Eight  of  these  are  still  living. 

Samuel  G.  Neel  was  born  on  section  33  in  Jackson  Township  of 
White  County,  January  27,  1843.  His  birthplace  was  an  old  log  house, 
and  he  grew  up  in  surroundings  that  were  of  the  simplest  character, 
though  his  parents  were  both  high-minded  and  earnest  people,  who 
trained  their  children  in  the  way  they  should  go.  Samuel  G.  Neel  was 
married  March  23,  1865,  to  Elizabeth  A.  Delzell,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  C.  Delzell,  who  came  out  to  Blount  County,  Tennessee,  and 
located  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  in  the  early  days.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neel  were  born  three  children:  Emma  J.,  who 

died  in  infancy ; Ella  F.,  the  wife  of  Forest  Hackenburg,  and  they  live  in 
Monticello  and  have  one  child,  Maude  E. ; and  William  W.,  who  died 
in  infancy.  One  of  those  impressive  family  events  which  always  attract 
attention  was  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  marriage  anniversary  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neel  on  the  23d  of  March,  1915.  On  that  occasion  nine 
persons  were  present  who  were  guests  at  the  wedding  in  1865.  There 
were  thirty-one  wedding  guests,  and  twenty-one  of  them  are  still  alive. 
Mr.  Neel  has  been  a farmer  all  his  active  career.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  such  as  were  maintained  in  White  County  during 
the  ’50s  and  early  ’60s.  In  many  ways,  in  addition  to  acquiring  suffi- 
cient material  prosperity  for  himself  and  family,  he  has  worked  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  He  is  a democrat,  and  while  never  seeking 
office,  was  honored  in  his  township  by  election  to  the  office  of  supervisor 
for  two  terms,  once  in  Carroll  County  and  once  in  White  County. 
Mr.  Neel  was  a resident  of  Carroll  County  from  about  1865  to  1872, 
and  since  the  latter  date  has  been  steadily  occupied  with  his  interests 
in  White  County.  He  also  served  as  school  director  one  year.  He  owns 
forty  acres  of  land  4%  miles  east  of  Monticello,  and  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Idaville  Co-Operative  Telephone  Company.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  among  the 
most  liberal  supporters  of  that  society. 

Nathan  C.  Gibson.  One  of  the  last  surviving  members  of  that  little 
group  of  native  sons  of  White  County  who  date  their  birth  back  to  the 
’30s  is  Nathan  C.  Gibson,  now  living  in  quiet  retirement  at  Idaville.  He 
was  born  in  a log  cabin  in  Jackson  Township  more  than  three-quarters 
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of  a century  ago.  All  his  life  has  been  spent  in  the  confines  of  the 
county,  except  while  he  was  away  performing  the  duties  of  a soldier  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  His  long  residence  has  given  him  a host  of  associa- 
tions and  memories  that  make  this  locality  for  him  the  fairest  spot  in 
the  world.  For  many  years  Mr.  Gibson  was  one  of  the  capable  farmers 
of  Jackson  Township  and  has  an  important  record  as  a builder  of  modern 
highways,  and  a number  of  miles  of  the  best  thoroughfares  now  in  White 
County  was  constructed  by  him  as  contractor.  His  has  been  a useful 
and  honorable  career.  Within  the  lines  of  normal  but  concentrated 
business  activity  he  has  won  the  prosperity  that  is  most  men ’s  ambition, 
and  with  admiration  for  his  commercial  abilities  his  fellow  citizens  also 
commend  his  fine  integrity  and  his  valuable  citizenship.  It  was  more 
than  eight  decades  ago  that  the  Gibson  family  established  its  home  in 
the  midst  of  the  wilderness  of  White  County.  The  grandfather  of 
Nathan  was  William  Gibson,  a native  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania, 
but  taken  when  a child  by  his  father  to  Tennessee.  On  reaching  man's 
estate  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  was  married  there  to  Mary  Chambers.  He 
soon  afterwards  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  in  1813  the  couple  took  up 
a home  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1834  that  they 
came  to  White  County  as  part  of  a considerable  colony.  This  colony 
was  made  up  of  about  thirty-five  families,  all  members  of  that  branch  of 
the  old  Presbyterian  Church  known  as  Seceders.  This  was  a fine  body 
of  people,  strict  in  their  religious  beliefs,  high-minded  and  moral,  and 
possessing  all  the  best  qualifications  for  influencing  the  development  of 
the  new  country.  The  character  of  the  first  settlers  in  any  county  is 
often  reflected  through  all  the  subsequent  generations,  and  White  County 
owes  much  to  the  class  of  people  who  first  settled  within  its  boundaries, 
and  to  none  more  than  to  this  colony  of  which  the  Gibson  family  was  a 
member.  William  Gibson  pre-empted  land  from  the  Government  on 
section  27  of  Jackson  Township.  His  title  was  given  by  the  Government 
during  the  presidential  administration  of  Andrew  Jackson.  William 
Gibson  and  wife  had  eight  children.  The  son  Thomas  died  when  young, 
and  the  others,  who  reached  maturity,  were  John,  Elizabeth,  Robert  P., 
Isabel,  William,  Margaret  and  Adam.  William  Gibson  was  a democrat 
in  his  political  belief  and  in  every  way  was  a conscientious,  clean- 
minded,  upright  man,  and  an  influential  factor  in  the  early  times  of 
White  County. 

Robert  Parks  Gibson,  father  of  Nathan  C.,  was  born  in  Blounr 
County,  Tennessee,  December  19,  1812,  about  the  beginning  of  the  second 
war  with  Great  Britain.  His  death  occurred  at  Burnettsville  in  White 
County  in  March,  1904,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two  years.  He 
grew  up  and  received  his  education  in  Ohio.  Though  the  schools  he 
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attended  were  of  a primitive  nature,  by  private  reading  and  study  he 
became  a man  of  unusual  intelligence  and  with  a range  of  information 
covering  a great  variety  of  subjects.  He  became  particularly  well  versed 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  for  many  years  was  an  active  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  carrying  the  messages  of  Christianity  to  many  frontier  com- 
munities and  isolated  settlements.  His  business  was  that  of  farming, 
and  during  his  time  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  Jackson  Township.  In  his  religious  belief  and  activities 
he  was  first  a member  of  the  New  Light  denomination,  but  subsequently 
joined  the  Church  of  God,  known  as  the  New  Dunkard.  He  was  a 
strong  democrat,  but  neither  in  politics  nor  in  his  other  relations  was 
he  a contentious  man,  and  always  lived  peaceably  and  was  never  a 
party  to  a lawsuit.  He  served  as  a trustee  of  Jackson  Township  at 
a time  when  the  administration  of  the  township  was  entrusted  to  three 
trustees.  In  1838  Robert  P.  Gibson  married  Sarah  Tam,  who  came  to 
Indiana  from  Delaware  with  her  brother,  Joshua  D.  Tam.  The  Tam 
family  is  one  of  recognized  prominence  in  White  County  and  is  referred 
to  on  other  pages.  Robert  P.  Gibson  and  wife  had  a very  large  family 
of  children.  Eight  of  them  died  in  early  life,  while  two  daughters  died 
after  their  marriage,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Sands,  who  died  March  20,  1879,  and 
Mrs.  Ida  Jane  Gates.  The  surviving  children  all  live  within  a radius  of 
a few  miles  around  Idaville.  They  are : Nathan  C. ; Mary  R.,  wife  of 

Cyrus  Gibson;  William  J. ; Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Morris  Boehme;  Belle,  a 
widow,  who  married  Warren  Jump;  and  Emeline,  wife  of  John  Gorman. 

Nathan  C.  Gibson,  who  was  born  in  Jackson  Township  of  White 
County,  April  27,  1839,  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  native 
son  of  that  community.  For  more  than  three  score  and  five  years  he 
has  made  his  home  in  this  immediate  region.  As  his  memory  travels 
back  to  the  early  scenes  of  his  boyhood  he  recalls  many  interesting 
things  about  the  people  of  White  County  and  local  conditions  sixty  and 
seventy  years  ago.  He  describes  some  of  the  early  schools  which  were 
typical  of  the  times  and  country.  They  were  usually  held  in  log  build- 
ings, and  the  furniture  was  home  made  and  fashioned  largely  by  the  axe 
of  the  pioneer.  The  seats  on  which  the  scholars  sat  were  split  logs, 
with  pegs  to  support  them  from  the  floor.  The  school  he  attended  had 
a great  dearth  of  every  facility  for  instruction,  and  there  were  not  even 
books  at  first,  except  such  as  each  child  would  bring  from  its  own  home. 
The  public  funds  were  sufficient  to  support  the  school  only  about  four 
or  six  weeks,  and  the  remainder  of  the  three-month  term  was  carried  on 
by  private  subscription.  After  leaving  the  common  schools  Mr.  Gibson 
attended  the  Burnettsville  Academy  a time,  and  also  attended  the  normal 
school  at  Kokomo  when  it  was  under  the  supervision  of  Professor  Cur- 
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tis.  Both  the  high  school  at  Burnettsville  and  the  normal  school  at 
Kokomo  were  well-nigh  broken  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Gibson  has  a military  record,  having  enlisted  at  Indianapolis  in 
October,  1864,  in  Company  B of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  continued  with  that  command  until 
the  close  of  hostilities  and  his  honorable  discharge.  Mr.  Gibson  has 
followed  various  kinds  of  business,  has  done  a great  deal  of  farming,  but 
the  accomplishment  of  which  he  has  best  reason  to  be  proud  is  as  a 
road  contractor.  He  built  the  W.  A.  Bryant  road  of  three  miles  in 
Jackson  Township,  the  three-mile  John  Kentwick  road  in  Monon  Town- 
ship, the  Moore  road  of  six  miles  in  Big  Creek  Township,  and  the  W.  E. 
Fox  road,  a distance  of  ten  miles,  out  of  Wolcott.  He  also  constructed 
about  thirty-seven  miles  of  stone  and  gravel  road  in  Cass  County.  The 
Moore  road  cost  about  $25,000  to  build,  the  Fox  road  about  $26,500, 
while  approximately  $15,000  was  expended  on  the  Kentwick  and  the 
Bryant  roads.  As  a business  man  Mr.  Gibson  has  had  his  share  of 
material  fortune,  and  now  owns  120  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  Township 
and  considerable  property  in  Idaville.  He  and  his  wife  have  lived  in 
Idaville  since  November,  1898. 

On  March  8,  1867,  Mr.  Gibson  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilburn,  who 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Indiana,  April  8,  1849.  Their  marriage 
has  been  blessed  by  four  sons  and  seven  daughters,  constituting  a fine 
household  of  worthy  men  and  women,  and  there  is  also  a large  group  of 
grandchildren.  Amanda,  the  oldest,  is  Mrs.  Richard  Bird.  Orion,  the 
second,  is  now  deceased.  Sarah  B.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Timmons. 
Minnie  is  Mrs.  Albert  Shidler.  John  R,  married  Nancy  Shafer.  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Bruce  Farley.  Ruth  married  Robert  Gates.  Milton 
married  Anna  Fisher.  Pearl  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Heiny.  Fred  mar- 
ried Theo  Hunt.  Dilla,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Harry  Hardy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  are  both  active  members  of  the  Church  of  God, 
and  he  has  been  an  elder  in  that  denomination  for  a number  of  years. 
In  politics  he  has  always  espoused  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  in 
national  affairs  and  began  casting  his  vote  in  1860.  In  local  politics 
he  has  usually  supported  the  man  whom  he  deems  the  best  qualified  for 
the  office. 

William  H.  York.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families  of 
White  County  is  that  represented  by  William  H.  York,  of  Burnetts 
Creek.  He  himself  is  a native  of  this  county,  and  since  reaching  man- 
hood has  been  closely  identified  with  farming  and  stock  raising  and 
varied  public  and  private  interests  around  Burnettsville.  Not  only  has 
the  York  family  been  identified  with  White  County  since  the  very  begin- 
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ning  of  its  improvement  for  the  uses  of  civilized  men,  a period  of  fully 
eighty  years,  but  the  members  of  the  different  generations  have  exer- 
cised such  qualities  of  industry,  true  civic  worth,  as  to  make  this  long 
residence  a fact  of  no  little  importance  and  significance  in  the  history  of 
the  community. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  York  who  established  the  home  in  Jackson 
Township  in  1835  were  his  grandparents,  Jeptha  and  Susanna  (Slaid) 
York.  His  grandfather  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  while  his 
grandmother  was  a native  of  Maryland,  and  they  were  married  in  1808. 
White  County  had  very  few  settlements  in  1835,  and  Jeptha  York  pre- 
empted eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  24  of  Jackson  Township,  and 
spent  the  rest  of  his  years  in  improving  and  cultivating  it,  and  died  there 
in  1846.  His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  official  annals  of  the  county, 
since  he  had  no  desire  for  public  office,  but  in  the  early  days  usually 
supported  the  whig  ticket.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
On  coming  to  Jackson  Township  he  built  a log  house,  and  that  was  his 
home  until  his  death.  Though  not  a politician,  he  aligned  himself  with 
public-spirited  movements  in  his  community,  was  esteemed  for  his  lib- 
eral and  broad-minded  attitude  toward  those  interests  which  unite  the 
people  of  a locality  and  cause  it  to  make  definite  progress.  The  chil- 
dren of  Jeptha  York  and  wife  and  the  dates  of  their  birth  are  given 
record  as  follows : Bellender,  born  June  30,  1809  ; Lydia,  September  14, 

1811 ; Patty,  January  28,  1814 ; Clementine,  January  10,  1816 ; William, 
October  10,  1817 ; John,  January  31,  1821 ; Rebecca,  April  27,  1823 ; 
and  Susanna,  May  20,  1834.  The  last  named,  now  more  than  eighty 
years  of  age,  is  living  at  Rogers,  Arkansas. 

The  lineage  is  carried  into  the  next  generation  by  John  York,  who 
was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  January  31,  1821.  He  was  about 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  with  his  father  in  White  County, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  August  9,  1894,  could  narrate  from 
his  personal  recollection  practically  all  the  important  events  during 
the  history  of  White  County  since  pioneer  times.  His  life  was  spent  as 
a farmer,  and  after  his  marriage  his  home  was  in  section  14  of  Jackson 
Township  until  he  retired,  and  from  about  1876  he  lived  in  Burnetts- 
ville.  As  a republican  he  cast  one  of  his  early  votes  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, but  immediately  after  the  war  changed  his  politics  to  support  the 
democratic  party.  For  three  years  he  was  honored  with  the  important 
position  of  township  trustee,  having  been  elected  on  the  democratic 
ticket,  and  for  a number  of  terms  served  as  a party  committeeman.  He 
was  one  of  the  liberal  supporters  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson 
Township  and  served  as  a trustee.  His  industry  and  business  judg- 
ment are  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
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the  owner  of  about  400  acres  and  some  town  property.  He  never 
joined  any  secret  organizations,  but  in  movements  for  the  community 
good  could  always  be  found  on  the  right  side.  John  York  married 
Sarah  J.  Ryerson,  whose  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Winegarner) 
Ryerson,  were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Cass  County,  Indiana. 
Mrs.  John  York  died  January  30,  1901.  There  were  four  children: 
William  H. ; Jonathan  S.,  who  lives  in  Burnettsville,  married  Nancy  L. 
Davis  and  they  adopted  a boy,  A.  G.  Bell,  as  their  own  son,  and  he  bore 
the  name  of  A.  G.  York  and  is  now  deceased;  Lydia,  the  second  child, 
died  in  infancy;  and  Amanda  J.  is  the  mother  of  five  children  by  her 
marriage  to  George  Mertz,  and  they  live  just  north  of  Burnettsville. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  William  H.  York  occurred  on  the  old  farm  in 
section  14  of  Jackson  Township  January  27,  1843.  He  grew  up  in  that 
neighborhood,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  was  already  looked  upon 
as  a young  man  of  good  habits,  industry  and  with  a promising  future 
when  he  was  married,  November  18,  1862,  to  Miss  Barbara  J.  Mitchell, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Mariah  (Thebes)  Mitchell.  Mrs.  York  is 
a sister  of  George  Mitchell,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Jackson  Township  and  now  deceased.  Thus  by  their  mar- 
riage two  of  the  very  old  families  were  united.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  York 
became  the  parents  of  three  children.  The  first,  John  B.  M.  York, 
died  in  infancy;  Ida  M.,  now  deceased,  married  George  B.  Tam,  a well 
known  citizen  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  publication;  Julia  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  J.  Showalter,  living  two  miles  north  of  Burnettsville, 
and  their  children  are  Charles  A.,  a student  in  the  University  of 
Indiana,  and  Ida  Jane.  Mrs.  York  is  a native  of  White  County,  born 
November  23,  1845,  the  eighth  in  a family  of  ten  children,  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  three  are  living.  James  W.,  who  is  a 
widower,  is  a resident  of  Cass  County,  Indiana,  and  an  old  soldier.  In 
politics  he  is  a republican,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Franklin  James,  who  is  also  a widower,  resides  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington. Mr.  Mitchell,  the  father,  was  born  in  Carlisle  County,  Ken- 
tucky, in  1812,  and  his  death  occurred  in  August,  1864.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  general  business  man  and  an  official.  He  was  reared  in 
his  native  state,  and,  coming  to  Indiana,  was  here  married.  In  the 
early  days  he  was  a whig  and  then  became  a republican.  He  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  day  and  community.  Mrs.  Mitchell,  the 
mother,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio.  She  became  a physician, 
and  practiced  medicine  for  forty  years.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Her  death  occurred  in  November,  1895,  and  both 
she  and  her  husband  lie  buried  in  the  McConahay  Cemetery,  where 
beautiful  stones  are  erected  to  their  memory.  Mrs.  York  was  reared 
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in  White  County.  She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Burnettsville,  of  which  she  is  one  of  the  officials,  and  she  has  nobly 
performed  her  part  in  the  rearing  of  their  children  and  in  establishing 
their  home  and  property.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  York  have  three  of  the  old 
parchment  deeds,  two  executed  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  President 
Polk,  and  bearing  the  dates  July  1,  1845,  and  May  1,  1848,  and  the 
third,  issued  by  President  Taylor,  is  dated  February  11,  1858.  These 
are  valuable  heirlooms  in  the  County  of  White  as  well  as  in  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  York. 

Having  married  and  taken  upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  a 
home  and  family,  William  H.  York,  with  the  co-operation  of  his  good 
wife,  made  a sturdy  and  steady  progress  through  successive  years, 
and  was  soon  in  a prosperous  condition  as  a farmer.  On  November  20, 
1888,  he  moved  to  Burnettsville,  and  on  April  7,  1893,  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Burnetts  Creek,  and  gave  a capable  administration  of  the 
duties  of  the  position  four  years  and  fifteen  days.  Since  retiring  from 
office  he  has  spent  most  of  his  time  managing  his  farm,  and  at  the  present 
time  owns  100  acres  and  some  town  property,  having  given  his  two 
daughters  forty  acres  each.  Mr.  York  is  a lifelong  democrat,  was  for 
many  years  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church,  but  is  now  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination  and  a trustee  in  the  home 
church. 

Joseph  Smiley  McCall.  The  youngest  son  and  child  of  the  McCall 
family,  that  has  lived  in  White  County  since  the  spring  of  1866,  Joseph 
S.  McCall  has  made  himself  a factor  in  the  local  life  of  Jackson  Town- 
ship and  has  a good  farm  home  4 y2  miles  northwest  of  Idaville. 

Joseph  Smiley  McCall  was  born  near  Concord  in  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  April  18,  1850,  and  during  boyhood  removed  with  his 
father  to  Green  County,  Ohio,  and  was  about  sixteen  years  old  when 
the  family  located  in  White  County. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  White  County  was  James  McCall,  who 
came  from  Green  County,  Ohio,  to  White  County  in  the  spring  of  1866, 
settling  in  section  28  of  Jackson  Township.  He  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, December  22,  1806,  and  on  his  birthday  in  1828  was  married 
to  Mary  Graham,  who  died  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  in  1862.  To 
this  marriage  were  born  nine  children:  John  Graham,  Elizabeth 

Thompson,  Isabelle,  Mary  H.,  Dorcas  J.,  Jennie  Morrow  Proudfoot, 
Daniel  Steward,  Matthew  Waddell  and  Joseph  Smiley.  James  McCall 
was  of  Scotcli-Irish  descent,  and  a practical  farmer  throughout  his 
career.  He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  denomina- 
tion, and  was  devoted  to  church  affairs.  In  earlier  life  he  voted  for 
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the  democratic  party,  but  subsequently  became  an  ardent  prohibitionist. 
He  was  a man  of  liberal  views,  and  in  every  sense  a good  citizen.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  enlisted,  but  was  not  accepted  on  account  of  an  injured 
leg.  His  death  occurred  February  4,  1896. 

Joseph  Smiley  McCall  was  married  April  24,  1883,  to  Miss  Amanda 
M.  Sproggs,  daughter  of  Elam  and  Hannah  (Beard)  Sproggs.  Elam 
Sproggs  was  a son  of  David  Sproggs,  who  came  to  Indiana  from  Blount 
County,  Tennessee,  and  further  mention  of  this  White  County  family 
will  be  found  in  other  connections.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCall  have  three 
children:  Charles  L.,  who  lives  at  Monticello,  married  Sarah  Wortman, 

and  their  five  children  are : Edith  May,  deceased ; Charles  Harry ; 

Bertha  Fae;  Walter  Steward;  and  Lucile  Ruth;  Estella  May  married 
Harley  Shafer  and  lives  in  Carroll  County;  Steward  A.  is  unmarried 
and  lives  at  home. 

Joseph  S.  McCall  is  a republican,  but  for  the  past  eight  years  has 
supported  actively  the  prohibition  movement.  He  has  never  sought 
office,  but  for  eight  years  served  as  township  supervisor  and  gave  a very 
efficient  administration  of  local  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  liberal  supporters  of  the  same.  Mr. 
McCall  is  the  owner  of  sixty-five  acres  in  Jackson  Township,  and  has 
made  farming  his  career  for  more  than  forty  years, 

William  Gardiner.  It  is  now  a little  more  than  half  a century 
since  the  Gardiner  family  became  established  in  White  County.  What 
the  presence  of  this  family  has  meant  to  the  general  agricultural  and 
business  progress  and  civic  upbuilding  is  well  illustrated  in  the  home  of 
William  Gardiner,  situated  2 y2  miles  east  of  Idaville.  The  farm  is 
known  as  “Oak  Crest, ” and  comprises  120  acres,  with  improvements  of 
the  highest  class.  It  is  an  attractive  homestead  and  shows  some  of  the 
highest  standards  of  rural  life.  The  Gardiner  family  has  always  stood 
for  religion  and  morality,  better  schools,  better  roads,  and  has  made 
itself  a factor  in  general  advancement. 

Archibald  Gardiner,  father  of  William  Gardiner,  was  a son  of  Wil- 
liam Gardiner,  who  was  a native  of  Scotland.  Archibald  married  Mar- 
garet Morrison,  a native  of  Scotland.  These  two  families  lived  in 
Canada  for  a number  of  years  after  coming  to  America.  Archibald 
married  in  Canada  and  lived  in  Lincoln  County,  Ontario,  at  that  time 
called  Canada  West.  He  arrived  in  Jackson  Township  of  White  County 
with  his  family  on  November  13,  1864,  and  was  thereafter  a substantial 
farmer  until  his  death.  He  was  a republican  in  politics,  and  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  The  ten  children  of  Archibald 
and  Margaret  Gardiner  were : Elizabeth,  who  married  James  H. 
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Caughell;  Anna  S.,  now  deceased,  who  married  Frank  Davis;  Richard 
M.,  who  lives  with  his  sister  Janet;  Thomas  M.,  who  came  to  White 
County  in  1863,  one  year  before  the  rest  of  the  family,  and’  is  now 
deceased;  Christina,  deceased;  Janet,  wife  of  John  Rogers;  Archibald, 
who  married  Marietta  Longbrake;  Lydia,  unmarried;  William;  and 
David  G.  When  Archibald  Gardiner  came  to  White  County  he  invested 
in  120  acres  of  land,  getting  it  cheap,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
owned  about  300  acres.  He  was  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  never  sought 
to  interfere  with  anybody  else’s  business,  and  had  a reputation  for 
uprightness  and  sterling  honesty.  He  was  born  about  1804,  and  died 
September  4,  1877.  Mrs.  Gardiner  was  born  in  1811,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 14,  1878.  Both  are  interred  in  Cedarville  Cemetery  in  Carroll 
County. 

William  Gardiner,  next  to  the  youngest  son  of  the  family,  was  born 
in  Lincoln  County,  Canada  West,  January  9,  1853,  and  was  about  eleven 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  White  County.  He  completed  his 
education  in  White  County,  and  for  about  three  terms  was  a teacher, 
since  which  time  he  has  followed  farming  continuously  and  successfully. 
Mr.  William  Gardiner  married  Miss  Clara  Wickersham,  June  10,  1891, 
a daughter  of  LeRoy  and  Amanda  (Bailey)  Wickersham,  who  also 
located  in  Jackson  Township  of  White  County  in  May,  1864.  To  their 
marriage  have  been  born  two  children : Fleeta  A.,  who  married  Fred 

Tam,  son  of  George  B.  and  Ida  Tam,  the  former  the  postmaster  at  Ida- 
ville,  and  has  one  child,  Galen  E. ; Galen  R.,  who  lives  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, married  Hulda  Million,  a daughter  of  Felix  and  Grace  Million. 

William  Gardiner  is  one  of  the  strongest  advocates  and  workers  in 
the  prohibition  party  in  White  County.  He  was  formerly  a republican, 
but  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  aligned  himself  stanchly  with 
the  prohibition  interests.  Such  an  allegiance  as  Mr.  Gardiner  has  given 
to  the  cause  of  temperance  and  prohibition  has  not  been  altogether  an 
agreeable  one,  but  he  is  a man  of  convictions,  and  stands  firmly  by  the 
right  as  he  sees  it.  He  was  formerly  an  active  member  of  the  Reform 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  about  two  years  ago  went  into  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  the  former  church  he  was  a member  of  session 
for  some  time,  and  has  always  been  active  in  church  matters.  Besides 
his  fine  farm  of  Oak  Crest  near  Idaville,  Mr.  Gardiner  owns  160  acres 
near  Highmore,  South  Dakota. 

David  G.  Gardiner,  the  youngest  son  of  Archibald  Gardiner,  and  a 
brother  of  William,  was  born  near  St.  Davids  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
December  27,  1855.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  White  County,  acquiring 
a common  school  education.  He  married  Miss  Leona  Million  on  Novem- 
ber 13,  1879.  Mrs.  Gardiner  is  a daughter  of  Marion  and  Kate  E. 
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(Hoagland)  Million,  of  English  descent,  the  Millions  being  among  the 
early  settlers  of  White  County,  coming  from  Ohio.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  G.  Gardiner  are:  Roy  M.,  who  married  Miss 

Hazel  Mochell;  Hazel  Dell,  attending  Cedarville  College  at  Cedarville, 
Ohio;  and  J.  Russell,  who  lives  at  home  and  attends  school.  David  G. 
Gardiner  is  a republican  in  politics,  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  wife  is  of  the  United  Presbyterians. 
Mr.  Gardiner  served  as  township  assessor  from  1895  to  1900. 

William  H.  Paschen.  Few  men  in  White  County  have  had  a more 
creditable  achievement  than  William  H.  Paschen,  now  trustee  of  Union 
Township.  When  nine  years  of  age  he  was  brought  to  this  country  from 
Germany,  and  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  a few  months  later  and 
other  adverse  circumstances,  he  was  at  that  tender  point  in  his  career 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  Life  with  him  has  been  largely  a matter 
of  struggle,  and  in  competition  with  handicaps  which  would  have  dis- 
mayed many  men,  he  has  gained  definite  results  that  classify  him  among 
the  successful  men  of  White  County.  His  position  as  township  trustee 
indicates  how  far  he  has  risen  in  popular  esteem,  and  he  is  also  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  his  township. 

William  H.  Paschen  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  October  29, 
1872,  a son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Brandt)  Paschen.  In  1881  the 
family  crossed  the  ocean  and  from  the  seaport  came  at  once  to  White 
County,  locating  in  Monticello.  The  father  was  a working  man,  and 
lived  only  two  months  after  reaching  this  county.  He  left  a widow  and 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely : William  H.  Paschen ; 
Henry,  who  has  a good  farm  of  133  acres  in  Cass  County,  married  Miss 
Bertha  Doll,  and  they  have  four  children;  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  John 
H.  Colbo,  a farmer  of  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Paschen  married  for  her  second  husband  John  Colbo,  and  is 
a resident  of  Francisville.  They  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr.  Paschen  acquired  considerable  of  his  education  in  the  old  country, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools  several  years.  Such  education  as 
he  was  able  to  obtain  in  English  schools  came  in  the  intervals  of  hard 
labor  for  his  self  support.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  accepted 
any  employment  which  would  promise  him  a livelihood,  and  with  the 
experience  acquired  as  a farm  hand  he  finally  took  up  agriculture  as  his 
permanent  vocation.  Industry  and  thrift  gave  him  his  start  and  he  has 
made  the  best  use  of  every  opportunity. 

On  February  13,  1899,  Mr.  Paschen  married  Miss  Fredie  Bernfieldt, 
daughter  of  Fritz  and  Henrietta  (Dahlenburger)  Bernfieldt.  Mrs. 
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Paschen  was  born  in  White  County,  Indiana,  July  14,  1876,  and  was  the 
fourth  born  of  her  parents’  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
and  three  of  the  number  are  yet  living:  Dora,  wife  of  Fred  Hermon,  a 
farmer  of  White  County,  and  they  have  eight  children;  Mary,  wife  of 
Herman  Schroder,  a merchant  at  Wheeler,  Indiana,  and  they  have  three 
children;  and  Mrs.  Paschen  was  the  next  born.  The  parents  were  born 
in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870,  and 
are  now  residents  of  Monticello.  The  father  was  a stone  mason  by  trade, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
Mrs.  Paschen  was  educated  in  the  graded  schools  at  Monticello,  and  is 
a cordial,  genial  lady  who  has  stood  by  her  husband’s  side  during  the 
years  of  their  happy  wedded  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paschen  have  four  chil- 
dren living,  as  follows:  Leslie  H.,  who  received  his  diploma  from  the 
graded  schools  and  is  now  a student  in  the  Monticello  High  School,  and  he 
also  pursued  a course  in  the  German  schools ; Henrietta  M.  received  her 
diploma  from  the  grade  schools  and  is  now  attending  the  German  school 
at  Reynolds;  Esther  E.,  is  a member  of  the  third  grade;  and  Clara  Ruth 
is  the  baby  of  the  household. 

' Mr.  Paschen  since  reaching  his  majority  has  affiliated  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  is  a man  of  influence  in  its  councils.  In  November,  1914, 
the  people  of  Union  Township  elected  him  their  trustee  and  he  is  now 
giving  a most  creditable  administration  of  its  affairs.  The  family  wor- 
ships in  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds. 

As  has  been  shown  in  the  review  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Paschen,  he  began 
his  active  career  in  very  humble  circumstances.  His  first  wage  as  a farm 
hand  was  $15  a month,  but  by  industry,  economy  and  good  management, 
today,  in  1915,  he  is  to  be  found  in  excellent  financial  standing  and  is  one 
of  the  useful  men  of  his  township.  At  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paschen  their  cash  capital  consisted  of  $700  and  a horse  and 
buggy,  and  the  first  land  he  purchased  was  a forty-acre  tract  lying  in 
Big  Creek  Township,  he  having  paid  part  cash  and  borrowed  the  remain- 
der. He  sold  this  land  in  1906  and  purchased  75%  acres  in  Union  Town- 
ship, a part  of  his  present  homestead,  and  in  1910  he  bought  100  more, 
making  a beautiful  and  valuable  farm  of  175%  acres,  and  lying  within 
1%  miles  of  the  city  limits  of  Monticello  and  known  as  “The  Maple 
Knoll  Farm.”  He  has  greatly  remodeled  his  buildings,  and  with  the 
aid  of  his  estimable  wife  has  succeeded  in  advancing  far  on  the  road  to 
prosperity. 

Thomas  B.  Ginn.  On  the  roll  of  pioneer  settlers,  Union  soldiers 
and  industrious  farmers  and  good  citizens  the  Ginn  family  has  a spe- 
cially high  rank.  Thomas  B.  Ginn  has  lived  in  White  County  almost 
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as  long  as  any  other  resident,  and  after  his  record  as  a soldier  took  up 
the  vocation  of  agriculture,  which  he  followed  until  retiring  to  Idaville, 
where  he  now  lives. 

His  father,  Robert  Ginn,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Neel)  Ginn, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  February  3,  1811,  of  Scotch-Irish 
stock.  Thomas  Ginn  had  come  across  the  Alleghany  Mountains  early 
in  the  nineteenth  century  to  Ohio,  married  there,  moved  to  Kentucky, 
and  thence  back  to  Ohio,  and  died  at  Xenia  in  the  latter  state  in  1863. 
Robert  Ginn  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Elizabeth  McClelland,  daughter 
of  Captain  McClelland,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812.  Some 
years  after  his  marriage  Robert  Ginn  removed  to  White  County,  Indiana, 
in  1849,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  successful  farmers.  Though 
his  residence  began  in  1849,  his  first  relations  with  White  County  were 
as  a land  prospector  in  1832,  when  he  came  to  this  section  and  entered 
200  acres  of  land  from  the  Government.  Thus  the  name  of  the  Ginn 
family  appears  in  the  list  of  first  entrants  of  property.  At  that  timft 
the  Indians  had  hardly  relinquished  their  enjoyment  of  the  forests  and 
prairies  of  White  County,  and  even  when  he  permanently  settled  here 
seventeen  years  later  he  found  the  country  new  and  did  his  share 
towards  its  development.  He  first  located  in  Jackson  Township  about 
two  miles  northeast  of  the  present  Town  of  Idaville.  He  died  at  Ida- 
ville, September  13,  1894,  when  eighty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  and  vigorous  physique,  and  though  he  lived  to  a great 
age  was  seldom  sick.  During  the  Civil  war,  too  old  for  service  himself, 
he  gave  a valuable  service  in  securing  volunteers,  and  in  arousing 
enthusiasm  among  younger  men.  His  career  was  one  of  good  reputa- 
tion and  characterized  by  many  deeds  that  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  the  locality.  For  many  years  he  had  regularly  voted  with  the  whig 
party,  and  in  1856  became  allied  with  the  republicans  and  steadfastly 
supported  that  organization  until  his  death.  He  w^as  an  active  member 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  many  years  was  an  elder  in 
that  denomination.  He  and  his  wife  had  eight  children,  and  four  of 
them  are  still  living. 

Thomas  B.  Ginn,  the  first  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
Ohio,  April  18,  1837,  and  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  White  County.  The  first  school  he  attended  in 
White  County  was  kept  in  a hewed  loghouse  on  Aaron  Price’s  place. 
The  first  teacher  in  that  primitive  temple  of  learning  was  Silas  Jack. 
The  teacher  could  carry  the  scholars  only  as  far  as  the  “ simple  rule  of 
three,”  which  was  the  high  mark  of  his  own  arithmetical  attainments. 
Nevertheless  Mr.  Ginn  acquired  the  rudiments  of  a fair  education,  and 
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has  always  been  a close  observer  of  men  and  has  kept  in  close  touch 
with  events  and  affairs. 

He  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father  until  a few  months 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  A 
of  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry  at  Logansport,  under  Capt.  John  H. 
Gould,  and  was  mustered  into  service  October  5,  1861.  The  regiment 
first  went  to  Louisville  and  then  to  Ludlow  Hill,  then  to  Bardstown, 
thence  proceeded  to  the  Ohio  River,  and  at  Carroll,  Illinois,  embarked 
on  boats  that  took  them  into  the  center  of  the  fighting  districts  along 
the  Mississippi.  He  participated  in  all  the  battles  and  skirmishes  and 
marches  that  this  famous  regiment  experienced,  and  was  constant  and 
faithful  in  his  duties  as  a soldier  until  mustered  out  at  Indianapolis, 
December  5,  1864,  after  more  than  three  years  of  military  experience. 

Mr.  Ginn  went  back  to  the  farm  after  leaving  the  army,  and  remained 
at  home  four  years.  He  was  then  married,  on  March  12,  1868,  to  Mar- 
tha Stewart,  who  died  within  about  a year,  and  her  only  child  also 
passed  away.  On  December  12,  1872,  Mr.  Ginn  married  Mary  Smith, 
of  Carroll  County.  James  Smith,  her  father,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Carroll  County.  The  two  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ginn  are 
Charles  Gilbert  and  William  Howard,  both  now  living  in  Carroll 
County. 

Mr.  Ginn  is  affiliated  with  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Monticello,  and 
has  steadily  supported  the  republican  party  since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860.  For  four  years  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  His  active  work  as  a farmer  continued  until 
1901,  in  which  year  he  retired  and  moved  to  Idaville,  where  he  owns  a 
comfortable  home  and  other  property. 

John  Albert  Carson.  For  a number  of  years  John  A.  Carson  wTas 
one  of  the  active  merchants  of  Idaville,  but  since  1901  has  looked  after 
his  interests  as  a farmer  in  Jackson  Township.  He  is  a member  of 
the  township  advisory  board,  and  in  many  ways  has  made  himself  a 
useful  factor  in  the  community  in  which  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  passed. 

The  Carsons  belong  to  that  substantial  Scotch-Irish  stock  that  was 
such  a prominent  factor  in  the  settlement  and  development  of  the 
American  country,  particularly  in  the  mountainous  districts  of  the 
states  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Carolinas.  The  grandfather  was  David 
Carson,  who  formerly  lived  in  Blount  County,  Tennessee,  and  from 
there  came  north  to  Indiana  as  a pioneer,  and  pre-empted  land  in  Car- 
roll  County.  He  was  a substantial  farmer,  a democrat  in  politics,  and 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  David  Carson  married  Rosanna 
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McCully.  Their  seven  children,  all  now  deceased,  were : David  Riley ; 

John  McCully;  Eliza,  who  married  John  D.  Scroggs;  William  C.,  who 
married  Sarah  Montgomery;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Lawson  Steel; 
Rosa,  who  married  William  Delzell;  and  James  A.,  who  married  Mary 
Oliver. 

John  McCully  Carson,  father  of  John  A.,  spent  his  early  life  in 
Carroll  County  and  later  located  in  White  County.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Barnes,  who  was  born  June  19,  1826.  Her  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Phoebe  Barnes,  who  came  from  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  became 
early  settlers  in  White  County.  There  is  a numerous  kinship  of  the 
Barnes  family  still  found  in  White  County.  John  McCully  Carson  and 
wife  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Adeline,  who  lives  at  Idaville, 

married  Joseph  Henderson,  a captain  in  the  Civil  war  and  who  served 
the  whole  time.  He  was  wounded  in  hip  and  shoulder.  Her  three 
children  are  Minnie,  Elizabeth  and  John  Marshall.  Thomas  W.,  who 
lives  in  Lafayette,  Indiana,  married  Ella  Birchby,  and  has  a child, 
Bernice.  James  Adams,  who  lives  at  Idaville,  married  Jennie  Arnott, 
and  their  one  child  is  Frances  A.  Ellen  E.,  now  living  at  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Waldsmith,  and  her  six  children  are 
Cecilia,  Oscar,  Earl,  Mabel,  May  and  James.  Finley  C.,  who  lives  in 
Tipton,  Indiana,  married  Jennie  Hutchinson,  and  has  one  child,  Joy  H. 
Perry  E.,  who  lives  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  married  Ella  Murray,  and  their 
five  children  are  named  Leslie,  Elsie,  Donald,  Lowell  and  David.  Clara 
F.,  of  Idaville,  married  Milton  Friday,  and  their  children  are  Leland, 
Irene  and  Ruth.  John  Albert  is  the  eighth  and  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  John  M.  Carson  was  very  active  in  church  affairs  and  served  as 
elder  for  several  years,  and  was  also  a leader  of  the  church  singing. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  received  his  honorable  discharge. 
In  every  community  where  he  lived  he  stood  well,  was  a man  of  upright 
actions  and  principles,  and  though  of  a reserved  disposition  had  many 
close  friends.  He  was  quite  successful  in  his  work  as  a farmer,  pro- 
vided well  for  his  family,  and  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Up  to  the  great  political  upheaval  during  the  ’50s 
he  was  a democrat,  but  joined  the  new  republican  party  in  1856.  His 
children  have  heard  him  relate  many  interesting  experiences  of  early 
times  in  both  Carroll  and  White  counties.  Indians  often  visited  the 
home,  and  though  usually  peaceful,  frightened  the  children.  In  early 
days  he  and  his  wife  attended  church  by  riding  horseback. 

John  Albert  Carson,  who  was  the  youngest  of  his  father’s  children, 
was  born  near  Idaville  in  Jackson  Township  of  White  County,  Novem- 
ber 23,  1867.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his  father  retired  from 
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the  farm  and  moved  to  the  town.  He  thus  acquired  his  education 
partly  in  the  town  schools,  and  afterwards  took  a business  course  in  a 
college  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  For  three  years  he  was  employed  in 
Doctor  McAllister’s  drug  store  at  Idaville,  and  then  spent  two  years 
in  a wholesale  drug  house  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  Returning  to  Idaville, 
he  bought  the  drug  business  formerly  owned  by  Doctor  McAllister  in 
1889,  and  continued  actively  in  business  until  1901.  After  selling  his 
store  he  moved  to  his  present  farm  three  miles  west  of  Idaville. 

On  November  23,  1892,  at  Idaville,  Mr.  Carson  married  Wilda  M. 
Glasgow,  daughter  of  Samuel  P.  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Stipp)  Glasgow. 
Their  home  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  six  children : Verna  I., 

now  deceased;  Merle  G. ; John  I.;  Harold  G.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Preston  G.  and  Dale  D.,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home  and  most  of 
whom  have  been  educated  in  the  Idaville  schools.  Mrs.  Carson  was 
born  in  White  County,  Indiana,  February  15,  1873,  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  four  children  born  to  Samuel  Preston  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
(Stipp)  Glasgow,  and  she  is  one  of  twins,  but  her  twin  brother  is  now 
deceased.  Her  sister  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Melvin,  a resident 
of  Jackson  Township.  James  S.  Glasgow  is  a resident  of  Jay  County, 
Indiana,  and  a farmer.  He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Burnett, 
and  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Maggie  Hogg.  Mr.  Glasgow, 
the  father,  was  born  in  Ohio.  He  is  now  a retired  farmer  and  a resident 
of  Idaville,  this  state.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  is  a repub- 
lican politically,  and  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mrs.  Glasgow  is  a native  of  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and  both  she  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs,  Carson,  are  also  members  of  that  church.  The  attractive 
estate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  is  known  as  the  Silver  Leaf  Stock  Farm. 
The  land  is  well  fenced  and  drained  and  raises  the  best  of  corn,  and 
Mr.  Carson  makes  a specialty  of  the  raising  of  hogs.  The  farm  comprises 
175  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Carson  is  a strong  republican  in  his  party  affiliations  and  has 
been  a delegate  to  a number  of  county  and  congressional  conventions. 
Since  the  last  election  he  has  been  a member  of  the  township  advisory 
board.  Like  his  father,  he  is  active  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
and  is  now  its  choir  leader.  He  has  no  affiliations  with  secret  fraterni- 
ties. 

John  Fry.  It  was  thirty-five  years  ago  that  John  Fry  and  wife 
identified  themselves  with  the  agricultural  community  of  Cass  Town- 
ship, and  at  that  time  they  were  possessed  of  only  a small  share  of  the 
prosperity  which  they  now  enjoy.  Few  families  have  more  to  show  for 
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thirty-five  years  of  continued  efforts,  and  their  homestead,  situated  in 
section  7,  comprises  300  acres  of  well  cultivated  lands. 

John  Fry  was  born  in  Boone  Township  of  Cass  County,  Indiana, 
July  29,  1854,  a son  of  Caleb  and  Mary  (Hamilton)  Fry.  His  father 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  mother  of  Ohio,  and  they  are  of 
German  and  Irish  extraction.  They  were  married  in  Cass  County, 
Indiana,  and  of  their  nine  children  six  are  still  living.  Caleb  Fry 
moved  to  Cass  County,  Indiana,  many  years  before  the  war,  about  1845, 
and  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser.  In 
the  early  days  he  was  noted  for  his  splendid  physique  and  marvelous 
physical  activity,  and  there  was  no  one  in  his  section  of  the  country 
could  excel  him  as  a ditch  digger.  He  possessed  other  virtues  cor- 
responding with  his  big  frame,  and  altogether  was  a man  of  usefulness 
in  all  the  relations  of  his  long  life.  He  died  in  1908,  and  his  widow 
passed  away  about  six  years  later.  They  are  now  at  rest  in  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Cemetery.  Caleb  Fry  was  a lifelong  democrat  and  served  as 
township  supervisor. 

John  Fry  spent  his  early  life  in  Cass  County,  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  had  the  ordinary  experiences  of  a farm  boy.  A short  time 
after  reaching  his  majority  he  was  married  on  September  10,  1876,  to 
Miss  Evelyn  Bingaman,  a daughter  of  Christopher  C.  and  Mina  (Kest- 
ler)  Bingaman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fry  have  now  worked  together  for  nearly 
forty  years.  In  that  time  nine  children  have  come  into  their  home : 
George,  deceased;  Mina,  deceased;  Earl;  Lewis,  deceased;  Edward;  Mil- 
ton;  May;  Vernal;  and  Grace.  Earl  Fry  was  educated  in  the  Indiana 
State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  where  he  remained  ten  years 
and  graduated,  and  is  now  with  his  parents.  Lewis,  deceased,  married 
Annie  Hinshaw,  and  they  had  a son,  Ivan  H.,  now  ten  years  of  age. 
The  widow  afterward  married  S.  K.  Liter,  of  Ohio.  Edward  is  a 
farmer  in  Alberta,  Canada.  He  married  Miss  Gertie  Benjamin,  and 
they  have  had  five  children,  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  Vera,  Dale, 
Bertha,  Lavern  and  Francis.  Mr.  Edward  Fry  is  a democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  God  and  of  the  fraternal  order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. Milton  completed  the  work  of  the  common  schools  and  spent  one 
year  in  the  high  school  at  Monticello.  He  married  Miss  Rilla  Boiler, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Reva,  Louise  and  Edith  Grace.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fry  reside  on  a farm  in  Cass  Township,  and  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  May  received  her  diploma  from  the 
common  schools,  and  then  entered  the  Monticello  High  School  and 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1913.  For  two  years  she  has  successfully 
taught  school  in  White  County,  and  she  is  also  proficient  in  both  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music.  She  resides  with  her  parents  and  is  a member 
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of  the  Methodist  Church.  Vernal  completed  the  common  school  course 
and  spent  one  year  in  the  Monticello  High  School.  He  is  now  in  Colo- 
rado for  his  health.  Grace  has  finished  the  common  school  course  and 
has  studied  instrumental  music.  She  is  the  youngest  of  the  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fry  have  given  all  their  children  good,  practical  educa- 
tions, and  have  well  fitted  them  for  life’s  duties.  Mrs.  Fry  is  a native 
of  Cass  County,  Indiana,  born  April  29,  1857.  She  has  been  a resident 
of  White  County  for  thirty-five  years,  and  has  performed  well  her  part 
in  the  training  of  her  children.  She  is  a member  of  the  Church  of 
God.  Both  her  parents  are  deceased  and  lie  buried  in  the  Kline  Ceme- 
tery in  Cass  County.  The  father  was  a native  of  Carroll  County,  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  a farmer.  The  mother  was  born  in  Cass  County,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Church  of  God. 

In  November,  1880,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fry  arrived  in  White  County  and 
located  on  sixty  acres  which  is  included  in  their  present  larger  home- 
stead. They  have  made  all  the  improvements,  and  now  have  all  the 
land  under  cultivation,  employed  for  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
purposes.  The  farm  is  well  tiled,  and  its  present  value  represents  sev- 
eral times  the  figures  at  which  it  could  have  been  sold  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years  ago.  Mr.  Fry  has  also  been  active  locally,  and  for  five 
years  served  as  township  trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat. 

John  H.  Baker.  A citizen  of  Cass  Township  who  has  given  a good 
account  of  himself  during  his  long  career  as  a farmer  in  that  locality 
is  John  H.  Baker,  whose  fine  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  17  stands  out 
as  a conspicuous  landmark  on  account  of  its  generally  attractive  situa- 
tion and  its  many  marks  of  enterprise  and  improvement.  Mr.  Baker 
grew  up  in  a farming  community,  and  has  made  agriculture  a life  study, 
and  has  brought  to  it  the  same  qualities  and  energy  which  would  have 
enabled  him  to  succeed  in  any  other  vocation. 

John  H.  Baker  is  a native  of  Missouri,  born  at  Boonville,  July  14, 
1857,  a son  of  John  Vance  and  Elizabeth  (Barker)  Baker.  The  Bakers 
were  German  people  and  the  great-grandparents  of  Mr.  Baker  were 
born  in  the  old  country,  and  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  family  lived  in  a number  of  different  states,  in  Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio  and  Indiana.  John  V.  and 
Elizabeth  Baker  were  the  parents  of  four  children : Anson  H.,  of 

Washington,;  one  that  died  in  infancy;  Orange  S.,  of  Rensselaer, 
Indiana ; and  John  H. 

The  Baker  family  came  to  White  County  in  1870,  locating  in  section 
15  of  Cass  Township.  John  V.  Baker  bought  forty  acres  from  John 
Thompson  and  forty  acres  from  another  party  and  was  proprietor  of 
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that  eighty  acres  when  he  died.  He  and  his  wife  were  Baptists  and 
both  interested  in  church  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  a republican,  and 
did  the  part  of  a good  citizen  without  mingling  in  party  activities  to  any 
great  extent.  His  death  occurred  October  6,  1886,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  August  15,  1912: 

John  H.  Baker,  during  the  forty-five  years  of  his  residence  in  Cass 
Township,  has  witnessed  many  improvements  and  changes,  and  has  not 
been  an  idle  spectator  of  these  improvements,  but  has  himself  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  helped  to  give  several  turns  to  the  chariot  of 
progress.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  White  County, 
and  had  already  been  attending  the  public  schools  for  several  years. 
His  education  was  completed  in  Cass  Township,  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  he  used  his  strength  in  performing  the  duties  of  the  farm.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  Mr.  Baker  started  out  for  himself,  and  on 
November  9,  1880,  married  Miss  Alice  M.  Teeter.  To  their  marriage 
were  born  four  children:  Ora  A.,  Charles  F.,  Edna  Blanche,  and 

George  Ray.  Ora  A.  is  a resident  of  Indianapolis.  He  was  formerly 
a farmer,  but  is  now  employed  in  that  city.  He  married  Miss  Leora  A. 
Valentine,  and  they  have  one  child,  Robert  Leslie.  Mr.  Baker  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Marion  Business  College  and  affiliates  with  the  repub- 
lican party.  Charles  F.  resides  in  Freesoil,  Michigan,  where  he  has 
a garage  and  is  doing  well.  He  is  also  a graduate  of  the  Marion  Busi- 
ness College.  He  married  Miss  Jessie  Evans,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Alice  Geneva  and  Henry  Lee.  Mr.  C.  F.  Baker  is  a republican 
and  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity  and  the  Church  of  God, 
while  his  wife  is  a Methodist.  Edna  Blanche  became  the  wife  of 
Alonzo  Foust,  and  has  a little  daughter,  Evelyn,  now  in  school.  Mrs. 
Foust  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  God  and  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
and  her  home  is  with  her  parents.  George  Ray,  who  is  at  home, 
received  a common  and  high  school  education,  and  is  a member  of  the 
fraternal  order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  also  took  into 
their  home  a little  girl,  Gladys  Willetta,  when  nine  years  of  age,  and 
reared  and  educated  her  as  their  own.  She  married  John  Maples,  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  an  electrician.  They  have  two  children,  Arthur 
Elmer  and  Edward  Melvin.  Mrs.  Maples  is  a member  of  the  Church 
of  God.  Mrs.  Baker  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Indiana,  Octo- 
ber 31,  1859,  a daughter  of  William  J.  and  Martha  A.  (Quick)  Teeter, 
in  whose  family  were  five  children,  and  all  the  children  and  the  parents 
are  living.  The  children  are  residents  of  Indiana  with  the  exception 
of  Abigail  J.,  who  is  with  her  parents  in  Canton,  Mississippi,  and 
George  Teeter,  a farmer  in  Meade,  Oklahoma.  Mr.  Teeter  was  an 
agriculturist,  and  was  one  of  the  first  “Star  Routers”  of  the  mail  serv- 
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ice.  He  affiliates  with  the  republican  party,  and  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  a member  of  the  Sixty-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
was  badly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Georgia,  under  the  command 
of  General  Sherman.  He  afterward  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  was 
in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  at  the  close 
of  hostilities.  He  was  born  in  Indiana,  as  was  also  his  wife.  Mrs.  Baker 
was  a little  child  of  two  years  when  brought  to  White  County.  She 
received  a good  education  and  became  a teacher.  Her  sister,  Abigail, 
was  also  a teacher  for  a number  of  years,  Mrs.  Baker  takes  great  inter- 
est in  her  church  work,  being  a member  of  the  Church  of  God,  of  which 
she  is  serving  as  clerk  at  Headlee,  and  is  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid 
Society.  The  conference  of  this  church  convenes  at  Headlee,  August  31, 
1915,  and  Mrs.  Baker’s  subject  before  the  conference  is  ^Just  Limita- 
tions to  the  Subordination  of  Sisters  in  the  Church.”  She  performs 
her  full  duty  at  all  times  in  the  furtherance  of  church  work. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a republican  and  in  church  affairs  is  a member  of  the 
Church  of  God.  His  business  is  that  of  general  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing, and  he  has  well  deserved  his  prosperity. 

Andrew  A.  Harrison.  The  Harrison  family  have  been  prominently 
identified  with  White  County  for  half  a century.  As  a family  they  have 
been  identified  with  the  agricultural  activities  of  Cass  Township,  have 
been  known  for  their  progressive  work  in  the  country  districts,  have 
stood  as  advocates  for  good  roads  and  other  improvements,  have  been 
excellent  neighbors  and  friends  of  church,  school  and  morality,  though 
as  a whole  they  have  seldom  accepted  the  medium  of  public  office  in 
order  to  render  service  to  the  community.  One  exception  to  the  rule  is 
found  in  Francis  M.  Harrison,  who  served  as  township  trustee  from 
1905  to  1909,  and  also  filled  a vacancy  as  county  supervisor. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  White  County  was  the  late  Robert  T. 
Harrison,  who  moved  from  Greene  County,  Ohio,  to  Cass  Township  in 
the  spring  of  1865,  and  located  in  section  5,  near  the  Village  of  Headlee. 
Robert  T.  Harrison  was  born  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  March  6,  1816, 
went  from  there  to  Ohio  when  seven  years  of  age  and  spent  all  his  active 
career  as  a farmer.  His  first  wife  was  a Miss  Atkins.  She  died  without 
children  and  he  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Elizabeth  Bryan.  By  this  union 
there  were  six  children : Scott,  who  lives  in  Monticello  and  married 

Clara  Boze ; Martha  A.,  who  lives  in  Monticello,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Fisher ; Andrew  A. ; Francis  M.,  who  is  a prosperous  farmer  in  Liberty 
Township,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  by  his  marriage  in 
1897  to  Laura  Benjamin  has  four  children — Silas  Ray,  Cecil  E.,  Mary 
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and  Madge;  Nancy,  now  deceased;  and  Anna  A.,  also  deceased.  Robert 
T.  Harrison  married  for  his  third  wife  Mary  Benjamin. 

Robert  T.  Harrison  was  a republican  but  never  sought  any  public 
position,  was  a liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
gave  the  ground  on  which  the  White  Oak  Church  now  stands  in  Cass 
Township.  Though  he  came  to  White  County  with  practically  nothing, 
he  possessed  320  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  took  a very 
active  part  in  local  improvements,  especially  those  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  ditches.  He  was  a man  of  quiet  disposition,  lived 
always  at  peace  with  his  neighbors,  attended  strictly  to  his  own  business 
and  was  a man  of  large  brain,  with  proportionate  strength,  vigorous  and 
hearty  and  a congenial  companion.  His  death  occurred  September  6, 
1900,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Buffalo  Cemetery. 

On  part  of  the  old  homestead  farm  owned  by  his  father,  Andrew  A. 
Harrison  is  still  living.  His  home  is  three-quarters  of  a mile  west  of 
Headlee.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  March  12,  1862,  and 
was  about  three  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved  to  White  County. 
He  grew  up  here,  attended  the  local  schools,  and  by  practical  experience 
on  the  home  farm  was  well  trained  for  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  agriculturist.  Mr.  Harrison  now  owns  120  acres  of  land,  a part  of 
which  he  inherited,  but  a larger  part  of  his  prosperity  represents  his 
individual  efforts  continued  through  many  successive  years.  He  has 
stood  for  improvements  in  his  home  -district,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
esteemed  citizens  of  Cass  Township.  While  a republican,  he  has  never 
sought  office  and  has  not  the  slightest  desire  for  rewards  and  honors  of 
that  kind.  He  is  affiliated  with  Buffalo  Tent  No.  125  of  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees. 

On  May  18,  1891,  Mr.  Harrison  married  Miss  Ida  Dowl,  a daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Morcraft)  Dowl,  who  were  early  settlers  in  White 
County  and  lived  for  many  years  in  Monon  Township.  Mrs.  Harrison 
was  a native  of  Monon  Township,  born  July  28,  1866.  She  has  done  her 
part  nobly  in  the  rearing  of  her  family.  To  their  marriage  was  born  one 
child,  May  C.,  who  married  Cecil  Van  Meter,  and  by  that  union  became 
the  mother  of  five  children:  Lawrence,  Edward,  Harley,  Louise  and 
Walter  W. 

Samuel  Webb  Bailey.  One  of  White  County’s  most  estimable  and 
honored  citizens  passed  away  in  the  death  of  Samuel  W.  Bailey  on 
August  27,  1913.  His  career,  which  was  mainly  spent  in  White  County, 
was  productive  of  many  benefits,  and  the  material  prosperity  that 
rewarded  his  efforts  was  only  one  of  the  fruits  of  his  character  and 
activities.  He  possessed  those  elements  of  mind  and  manhood  which 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


695 


serve  as  distinguishing  traits  out  of  the  commonplace  type  of  people.  It 
is  only  due  to  his  life  and  to  his  family  that  some  memorial  tribute 
should  be  inscribed  in  this  volume  of  White  County  history. 

The  Baileys  were  Scotch-Irish  people,  and  the  late  Samuel  W.  Bailey 
was  the  youngest  child  of  Abraham  and  Eliza  (Webb)  Bailey.  Abraham 
Bailey  died  in  Ohio  in  1833.  His  widow  then  brought  her  seven  children 
to  Carroll  County  along  with  her  brother,  Henry  Webb.  Henry  Webb 
married  a member  of  the  Hayes  family,  which  was  distinguished  by 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  one  time  President  of  the  United  States. 

Samuel  Webb  Bailey  was  born  February  23,  1830,  at  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  a few  years  after  his  birth. 
He  married  Melissa  Hoover,  a daughter  of  Alexander  and  Eliza  Hoover. 
The  Hoover  family  settled  in  Adams  Township  of  Carroll  County  in 
1825,  and  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  in  that  locality.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Samuel  W.  Bailey  and  wife,  which  was  celebrated  August  4, 
1857,  were  born  a family  of  seven  children.  The  oldest  of  these,  Clara, 
now  Mrs.  F.  M.  Frye,  is  living  in  the  old  house  which  her  father  built  a 
great  many  years  ago  in  Adams  Township  of  Carroll  County ; she  and 
her  husband  have  five  children:  Walter,  who  married  Susan  Nichols, 
and  their  three  children  are  named  Frances  Mary,  Eillene  and  Jessie; 
Alonzo,  now  deceased;  Quincy;  Russell,  who  by  his  marriage  to  Hen- 
rietta Purviance  has  a child  named  Philip  M. ; and  Alexander.  Besides 
Mrs.  Frye  the  only  surviving  child  of  the  late  Samuel  W.  Bailey  is  Mary 
E.  Bailey,  now  living  at  Burnetts  Creek  in  White  County.  A niece, 
Mrs.  Mary  J.  MacGlennon,  a resident  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  is  the  widow 
of  John  MacGlennon.  The  younger  children,  all  now  deceased,  were 
named  Jessie,  John  H.,  Lawrence,  Edwin  and  Nellie. 

After  his  marriage  Samuel  W.  Bailey  followed  farming  until  about 
1880.  From  that  year  until  1889  he  was  postmaster  and  also  conducted 
a store  at  Lockport  in  Carroll  County.  After  1889  he  lived  at  Burnetts- 
ville.  He  was  in  ill  health  for  about  four  years,  but  about  1893  bought 
a general  merchandise  store  and  built  up  a large  trade  at  Burnettsville, 
finally  selling  out  in  1896  to  A.  C.  Hufford,  and  the  store  is  now  owned 
by  A.  F.  Galbreath.  After  1896  Mr.  Bailey  lived  retired  on  account  of 
ill  health  until  his  death.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cedarville  Cem- 
etery in  Carroll  County,  beside  his  wife,  who  died  July  26,  1872. 

Mr.  Bailey  after  reaching  his  majority  became  a voter  with  the  whig 
party,  and  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  republican  party  after 
its  organization  during  the  ’50s.  He  was  a positive  and  vigorous  thinker 
and  actor,  and  like  many  others  in  the  days  when  the  currents  of  political 
belief  ran  much  deeper  and  more  sincerely  than  at  present  he  could 
never  be  brought  to  entertain  a high  respect  for  a democrat.  He  took 
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much  interest  in  party  affairs,  but  was  not  an  office  seeker  and  served 
only  as  a justice  of  the  peace  and  road  supervisor.  While  in  his  youth 
he  had  received  only  a common  school  education,  he  was  an  inveterate 
reader,  and  gained  and  retained  a wonderful  fund  of  information.  He 
always  advocated  the  benefits  of  higher  education  for  the  younger 
generation.  In  his  reading  he  was  especially  attracted  to  the  study  of 
history  and  knew  the  past  records  of  the  nation  and  the  world  much 
better  than  the  ordinary  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  helped  to  build  the  church  of  that 
denomination  at  Lockport,  and  was  always  a liberal  contributor.  Among 
his  chief  characteristics  was  a fondness  for  children,  and  he  showed  great 
depths  of  affection  for  members  of  his  own  family.  While  quick  tem- 
pered, he  quickly  forgot  his  anger,  and  had  a great  circle  of  loyal  friends. 
In  his  lifetime  he  accumulated  a great  deal  of  money  in  the  aggregate, 
but  spent  it  freely,  and  while  he  provided  a good  home  and  advantages 
for  his  children,  he  had  no  ambition  to  die  a wealthy  man.  He  was 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Monticello. 

When  Mr.  Bailey  came  to  Burnettsville  he  was  accompanied  by  his 
daughter,  Mary  E.  Bailey,  who  has  lived  in  that  village  ever  since.  Miss 
Bailey  is  a member  and  a liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Burnettsville  and  finished  her  education  with  two  years  at  the  Holy 
Angels  Academy  at  Logansport.  She  owns  a comfortable  home  at  Bur- 
nettsville, and  besides  looking  after  her  home  and  attending  to  her 
various  interests  as  a churchwoman,  she  spends  much  time  as  a nurse 
and  in  this  capacity  has  proved  a friend  in  need  to  many  homes  in  that 
community. 

James  M.  McBeth.  During  a period  of  thirty  years,  James  M. 
McBeth  has  been  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  White  County, 
about  half  of  that  time  on  the  road,  although  for  the  past  four  years  he 
has  been  located  in  a local  business  at  Monticello.  While  he  is  widely 
known  as  a business  man,  however,  he  has  gained  equal  prominence  and 
popularity  in  official  office,  while  still  further  back  in  his  history  he  put 
in  four  years  of  service  as  a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  early  school  teachers  of  White  County.  In  whatever 
direction  his  activities  have  been  conducted  he  has  won  and  retained  the 
esteem  and  respect  that  are  only  granted  to  those  who  perform  conscien- 
tiously and  well  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

James  M.  McBeth  was  born  July  31,  1842,  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  of 
Scotch  ancestry  and  a son  of  William  and  Anna  (Steele)  McBeth.  The 
family  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in  December,  1847,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Cass  Township,  and  here  William  McBeth  died  in  September, 
1854,  being  buried  in  the  Leyman  Graveyard,  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
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Liberty  Township.  James  M.  McBeth  attended  the  Monticello  School, 
under  the  preceptorship  of  George  Bowman,  and  until  nineteen  years  of 
age  resided  on  the  home  farm,  content  to  follow  the  vocation  of  agricul- 
turist as  had  his  father  before  him.  At  that  time  the  Civil  war  came  on, 
and  with  other  patriotic  young  men  of  his  neighborhood  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  joining  Company  E of  the  Forty-sixth  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  October  21,  1861,  at  Monticello.  By  reason 
of  re-enlistment  he  was  discharged  January  1,  1864,  but  on  the  following 
day  veteranized,  and  continued  with  that  famous  and  hard-fighting  regi- 
ment until  September  11,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Indianapolis.  During  this  time  Mr.  McBeth  saw  some  of  the  fiercest 
struggles  of  the  war  and  had  his  full  share  of  active  service.  At  Sabine 
Cross  Roads,  April  8,  1864,  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  was  con- 
fined at  the  Confederate  Prison  at  Tyler  until  August  12,  1864,  when  he 
was  marched  250  miles  to  Camp  Grove,  near  Hempstead,  where  he  was 
confined  until  paroled,  December  12,  1864,  and  later  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment. His  record  is  that  of  a brave  and  faithful  soldier,  courageous  in 
the  face  of  danger,  cheerful  under  all  circumstances,  and  obeying  un- 
questioningly  and  unfalteringly  the  orders  of  his  officers. 

Probably  the  experience  and  excitement  of  his  military  life  changed 
Mr.  McBeth ’s  ideas  in  regard  to  an  agricultural  career.  At  any  rate  he 
was  possessed  of  an  ambition  to  do  something  in  the  world  beside  tilling 
the  soil,  and  in  order  to  prepare  himself  more  fully  took  a three-year 
course  at  the  Battle  Ground  College.  When  he  left  that  institution  he 
was  equipped  to  follow  a teacher’s  career,  and  for  eleven  years  was 
engaged  in  educational  work,  two  years  at  the  Wylie  School  in  Cass 
Township,  two  years  at  the  Benham  School  in  Carroll  County,  three 
years  in  the  Monticello  schools,  two  years  at  the  Hull  School  in  Carroll 
County,  and  two  years  in  the  Village  of  Norway.  In  1875  Mr.  McBeth 
was  appointed  a deputy  in  the  county  auditor  ’s  office,  a capacity  in  which 
he  served  for  ten  years,  and  during  eight  years  of  this  time  acted  also 
as  township  assessor  and  two  years  as  township  trustee.  He  embarked 
in  the  insurance  business  in  1885,  having  been  defeated  for  the  office  of 
county  auditor  in  the  foregoing  year,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
he  has  given  his  attention  almost  undividedly  to  this  line  of  endeavor, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  years  from  1894  that  he  served  as  a member 
of  the  Indiana  Legislature.  In  1895  Mr.  McBeth  went  on  the  road  in 
the  insurance  line,  and  continued  to  travel  for  sixteen  years,  when  ad- 
vancing years  caused  him,  in  1911,  to  settle  down  permanently  at  Monti- 
cello, where  he  has  a well-established  business.  He  is  widely  known 
among  the  representatives  of  the  various  concerns,  and  it  has  been  his 
fortune  to  have  transacted  some  of  the  best  business  done  in  this  section. 
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Mr.  McBetli  has  never  lost  interest  in  the  welfare  and  activities  of  his 
old  army  comrades.  A charter  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Monticello,  he  is  one  of  its  most  popular  comrades,  is  a Past  Commander, 
has  filled  about  all  the  offices,  and  at  present  is  Adjutant.  Fraternally, 
he  is  affiliated  with  Monticello  Lodge  No.  107,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  has  been  twice  through  the  chairs.  With  his  family  he 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  November  25,  1872,  Air.  McBeth  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Turner,  of  West  Carrollton,  Ohio,  and  seven  children  have  been  bom  to 
this  union:  William  E.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Doctor  Walter,  a prac- 

ticing physician  of  Burnettsville,  a sketch  of  whose  career  appears  else- 
where in  this  work;  Bertha,  who  died  August  13,  1902,  as  the  wife  of 
Delbert  H.  Moorhouse;  Burdella;  Lewis  and  James  E.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Marjorie,  who  is  a graduate  in  music  from  Oberlin  College 
and  also  took  special  instruction  at  a conservatory  at  Chicago. 

John  E.  Timmons.  During  almost  a life  time  of  residence  in  White 
County,  John  E.  Timmons  has  accomplished  those  things  which  are  con- 
sidered most  worth  while  by  ambitious  men — years  of  honorable  activity 
in  farming  and  other  lines  of  business,  with  satisfying  material  reward, 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  and  a public-spirited  share  in  the  social  and 
civic  life  of  his  community.  He  and  his  wife  now  live  retired  at  Ida- 
ville,  and  are  among  this  community ’s  most  respected  citizens. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1847  that  the  Timmons  family  became  identified 
with  this  part  of  Indiana.  At  that  time  John  E.  Timmons  was  an  infant, 
his  father  and  mother  were  in  the  rising  tide  of  their  careers,  while  the 
grandparents  were  already  old  people  and  past  the  prime  of  life.  The 
grandfather  was  Robert  Timmons,  who  was  a native  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  had  seen  service  as  an  American  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  married  Mary  Fuchs,  who  was  better  known  among  her  family 
and  neighbors  as  Aunt  Polly.  They  moved  from  the  East  to  Darbysville, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  of  1847  located  on  the  line  between  Cass  and  White 
counties,  where  he  lived  as  a farmer  until  his  death.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  now  buried  in  the  Davis  Cemetery  just  east  of  Burnettsville. 
Robert  Timmons  was  a democrat,  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

William  F.  Timmons,  father  of  John  E.,  was  the  oldest  of  six  chil- 
dren. He  was  born  December  7,  1823,  and  married  for  his  first  wife 
Sarah  Downs,  daughter  of  Henry  Downs  of  Delaware.  In  the  fall  of 
1847  he  came  to  Indiana  and  located  in  Cass  Township  of  White  County, 
while  Grandfather  Timmons  located  in  Jefferson  Township  of  Cass 
County.  William  F.  Timmons  remained  a resident  of  Cass  Township 
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until  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  then  spent  four  or  five  years  in  western 
states  territory,  and  on  returning  to  White  County  located  in  . Jackson 
Township  and  married.  Rebecca  J.  Timmons,  widow  of  J.  J.  Timmons. 
She  was  born  July  30,  1836,  and  died  October  7,  1896,  at  Idaville.  Wil- 
liam F.  Timmons  died  at  Idaville,  March  30,  1896.  There  were  many 
points  about  the  life  and  character  of  William  F.  Timmons  that  should 
be  remembered  by  his  descendants.  He  was  very  successful  as  a farmer, 
but  made  most  of  his  money  out  of  stock.  lie  had  few  superiors  in  this 
section  of  the  state  as  a judge  of  horses,  and  always  kept  a number  of 
fine  animals  about  him.  He  possessed  almost  the  true  Yankee’s  genius  as 
a trader.  Though  his  relations  and  dealings  with  men  were  extensive,  he 
had  a disposition  to  fairness  and  an  evenness  of  temper  which  always 
kept  him  on  good  terms  with  his  neighbors,  and  it  is  said  that  he  never 
had  a law  suit  in  his  life.  Though  he  had  only  a common  school  educa- 
tion, he  possessed  a keen  native  intelligence,  and  his  judgment  was  trained 
by  a long  and  active  experience.  He  was  unselfish,  and  in  times  of  sick- 
ness and  trouble  many  families  have  reason  to  be  grateful  for  his  help- 
fulness. The  last  six  years  of  his  life  he  lived  retired  at  Idaville,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  between  300  and  400  acres  of  land  in  this 
part  of  Indiana.  By  his  first  marriage  there  were  six  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others  are  named  John  E. ; Bayard,  now 
deceased;  William  H.,  who  lives  in  Cincinnati;  Robert  and  Uriah,  both 
deceased.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  also  six  children. 

John  E.  Timmons  was  born  near  Darbysville  in  Piqua  County,  Ohio, 
April  20,  1847,  and  was  about  six  months  of  age  when  his  father  moved 
to  Cass  Township  in  White  County.  His  home  has  been  in  White  County 
continuously  now  for  upwards  of  seventy  years.  His  personal  experi- 
ence enables  him  to  recall  many  intersting  facts  concerning  pioneer  life 
in  White  County.  - He  remembers  when  the  family  went  to  church  in  an 
old  lynch-pin  wagon  drawn  by  an  ox  team.  His  first  wheat  crop  on  his 
home  place  was  planted  and  harvested  from  ten  acres.  In  the  harvest 
time  he  swung  the  old  fashioned  cradle,  while  his  wife  raked  the  grain, 
and  when  she  left  the  field  to  attend  to  her  household  duties  he  bound  the 
sheaves  and  shocked  them.  That  first  crop  of  wheat  made  somewhat  of 
a record,  since  he  got  a yield  of  more  than  300  bushels,  and  sold  it  for 
about  $1.25  per  bushel. 

While  growing  to  manhood  Mr.  Timmons  attended  the  local  schools, 
but  the  best  training  for  his  life  came  from  the  rugged  discipline  of  the 
home  farm.  At  his  marriage  he  started  out  for  himself  and  his  pros- 
perity has  been  of  a very  substantial  order,  sufficient  for  all  the  comforts 
required  by  his  declining  years.  At  the  same  time  he  has  provided 
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liberally  for  his  large  family  of  children,  and  has  never  avoided  those 
responsibilities  which  citizenship  entails. 

Mr.  Timmons  is  a democrat  of  broad  view,  and  has  served  many  times 
as  a delegate  in  county  conventions.  He  was  a member  of  the  White 
County  Council  from  1906  to  1909,  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  County  Board  of  Equalization.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  God  or  New  Dunkards,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  has  been  a trustee  of  this  church.  Mr.  Timmons  is  one  of  the 
largest  stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  Idaville. 

On  September  17,  1868,  in  Jackson  Township,  the  well  known  old 
jhoneer  preacher,  Rev.  Uriah  Patton,  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony 
John  E.  Timmons  and  Louisa  Carnahan.  She  was  the  seventh  child  of 
Peter  and  Susan  (Davis)  Carnahan.  Peter  Carnahan  was  born  October 
10,  1809,  and  died  November  24,  1878,  while  his  wife  died  September  2, 
1886,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  eight  months  and  twenty-two  days.  They 
were  married  January  8,  1837.  Both  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  came 
into  White  County  in  1853.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E. 
Timmons  were  born  ten  children.  Four  of  them  died  in  infancy.  Ida  B., 
now  deceased,  married  Arthur  Cornell,  and  her  four  children  are  named 
Franklin  L.,  Clair,  Fred  and  Grace.  Wilbur,  who  lives  in  Jackson 
Township,  married  Oznola  N.  Wickersham,  and  has  one  child  Vera. 
Amos,  a resident  of  Indianapolis,  married  Edith  L.  Redding,  and  their 
three  children  are  Mabel  M.,  Gertrude  and  Harry  E.  Rosie  Inez  married 
John  M.  Clinging  of  Idaville.  Milton,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Idaville,  where  he  is  cashier  of  the  bank,  married  Edith  R.  Brumbach, 
and  their  three  children  are  John  J.,  Value  M.,  and  Wayne  M.  Arbie,  a 
resident  of  Jackson  Township,  married  David  Floyd  Turnipseed,  and 
their  two  children  are  Millard  and  Ronald  E. 

! 

Charles  Timmons.  One  of  the  well  known  and  prosperous  citizens 
of  Idaville  is  Charles  Timmons,  who  has  spent  practically  all  his  life 
in  this  community  and  was  a practical  farmer  up  to  six  years  ago, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Idaville.  He  now  owns 
both  barns  in  that  village,  has  some  town  property  besides,  and  is  the 
owner  of  130  acres  of  good  farming  land  in  Jackson  Township. 

He  was  born  in  Jackson  Township,  October  27,  1870,  and  is  one  of 
the  children  of  William  F.  Timmons  by  his  marriage  to  Rebecca  J. 
Crowell.  His  mother  was  a daughter  of  John  Crowell,  of  Carroll 
County.  Charles  Timmons  was  the  youngest  of  five  children,  the  others 
being:  Lizzie  Bell,  deceased;  Ira,  deceased;  Samuel,  who  lives  at  Ida- 
ville and  married  Bell  Gibson,  daughter  of  N.  C.  Gibson;  Della,  who 
lives  at  Monticello  and  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Sweezy;  and  Charles. 
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On  March  26,  1890,  Mr.  Timmons  married  Oda  Sweezy,  daughter 
of  Anthony  Sweezy,  of  Jackson  Township.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Mr.  Timmons  married  Lillie  K.  Bishop,  whose  father  was  Richard 
Connell,  of  Jackson  Township.  Mr.  Timmons  is  a democrat  in  politics 
but  has  never  sought  office. 

August  William  Westphal.  Of  the  men  who  have  participated 
actively  in  the  great  growth  and  development  of  White  County  within 
the  last  score  of  years,  none  are  better  or  more  favorably  known  in  West 
Point  Township  than  August  W.  Westphal,  now  the  owner  of  a fine  tract 
of  160  acres  in  section  22.  It  has  been  Mr.  Westphal ’s  good  fortune  to 
have  realized  many  of  his  worthy  ambitions  and  to  secure  a standing  in 
the  community  that  makes  him  one  of  its  representative  men,  not  alone 
as  a farmer  who  has  always  pursued  progressive  methods  and  high  stand- 
ards, but  as  a citizen  who  has  the  welfare  of  his  township  and  county  at 
heart. 

His  birth  occurred  one  mile  north  of  the  old  Fair  View  Schoolhouse 
in  Prairie  Township,  December  18,  1873,  a son  of  Ferdinand  and  Minnie 
(Hannamann)  Westphal.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Mecklin- 
berg,  Germany,  where  they  were  married  in  1864,  and  in  the  fall  of  1871 
arrived  in  America,  landing  at  New  York  City  from  a sailing  vessel. 
From  there  they  came  on  west  to  Indiana,  lived  for  a time  in  Michigan 
City,  and  during  the  next  few  months  Ferdinand  supported  his  family 
by  work  on  a section  gang  on  the  railroad.  From  there  he  came  into 
White  County  and  to  Prairie  Township  and  began  his  substantial  career 
as  a farmer.  The  first  four  years  were  spent  on  rented  land,  and  he  then 
invested  in  eighty  acres  in  Round  Grove  Township,  lived  there  some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  then  bought  120  acres  of  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son  August  in  West  Point  Township.  Ferdinand  West- 
phal was  a hard  working,  thrifty  German  and  between  the  time  he  landed 
in  America  early  in  the  ’70s  and  his  death  on  April  12,  1902,  had 
accomplished  a great  deal  for  himself,  his  family  and  his  community. 
His  widow  died  September  13,  1909,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  West 
Point  cemetery.  Their  five  children  were : Minnie,  who  died  in  Ger- 
many ; Fred,  who  married  Mary  Eichert  and  their  four  children  are 
Rosetta,  Hattie,  Samuel  and  Elmer ; Lena,  deceased ; August  W. ; and 
Marie,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Enz  of  Paulding,  Ohio,  and  their  three 
children  are  named  Alta,  Lena  and  George,  Jr.  The  late  Ferdinand 
Westphal  was  a democrat,  took  considerable  interest  in  local  affairs, 
was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds,  and  the 
accomplishment  of  which  he  was  most  proud  was  in  making  a home  and 
happy  circumstances  for  his  family.  He  was  a man  who  commanded 


702 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


and  deserved  universal  respect.  Outside  of  farming  and  stock  raising 
he  had  no  other  business  interests. 

August  William  Westphal  came  to  manhood  with  a common  school 
education,  having  attended  the  Belle  Center  and  Springdale  district 
schools.  At  the  same  time  his  muscles  were  disciplined  and  he  learned 
a great  deal  about  the  practical  departments  of  farm  life.  Since  his 
father’s  death  he  has  continued  operating  the  old  place  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1908,  added  another  forty  to  the  homestead,  making  a full  quarter 
section.  All  of  this  land  is  tiled  and  under  cultivation,  and  in  fertility 
and  productiveness  there  are  few  farms  in  the  township  its  equal. 

On  June  22,  1904,  Mr.  Westphal  married  Miss  Lillian  A.  Rockhill, 
who  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  January  31,  1885,  a daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Miranda  (White)  Rockhill,  and  the  first  born  of 
their  three  children.  The  second  daughter,  Bessie,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Noll,  a resident  of  Brookston,  Indiana,  and  an  agriculturist.  They  have 
three  children.  The  third  child,  Cecil,  is  a resident  of  Chicago,  where 
he  is  employed  as  a chef  in  a large  cafe.  Mr.  Rockhill,  the  father,  was 
born  in  Ohio  and  became  an  agriculturist.  He  is  now  a resident  of 
White  County,  and  he  has  fraternal  affiliations  with  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  Mrs.  Rockhill  was  a native  daughter  of  Indiana,  and 
her  death  occurred  in  1895.  Mrs.  Westphal  was  but  six  years  of  age 
when  brought  by  her  parents  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  here  she 
was  reared  and  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westphal  have  but  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Doris,  born  January  6,  1908,  and  now  being  carefully  educated 
in  the  local  schools.  While  Mr.  Westphal  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Springdale  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
at  Pine  Grove.  He  is  a democrat,  served  two  years  on  the  township 
advisory  board  by  appointment,  and  in  the  fall  of  1914  was  regularly 
elected  for  a full  term. 

George  A.  Ploss.  From  the  time  he  was  two  months  old  this  sub- 
stantial farmer  and  loyal  citizen  of  Cass  Township  has  been  a resident 
of  White  County,  where  his  parents  established  their  residence  more  than 
forty  years  ago.  Mr.  Ploss  is  a native  son  of  Indiana  and  is  a scion 
of  staunch  German  stock,  his  father,  John  Ploss,  having  been  born  and 
reared  in  the  great  Empire  of  Germany,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  the  early  ’60s,  when  he  immigrated  to  the  United  States,  where  he 
felt  assured  of  better  opportunities  for  the  achieving  of  success  through 
individual  effort.  Upon  coming  to  Indiana  he  established  his  residence 
in  Cass  County,  and  there  he  continued  to  be  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  somewhat  less  than  a decade.  In  1872  he  came  with  his 
family  to  White  County,  his  marriage  having  been  solemnized  after  he 
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had  come  to  Indiana  and  the  personal  name  of  his  wife  having  been 
Mary.  In  White  County  Mr.  Ploss  purchased  and  improved  a tract  of 
land  and  became  One  of  the  industrious,  substantial  and  successful 
farmers  of  Cass  Township,  where  he  was  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm 
of  160  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  there  occurred  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1907,  his  devpted  wife,  who  had  been  a faithful  companion 
and  helpmeet  and  solicitous  mother,  having  been  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  September  3,  1905,  both  having  been  zealous  communicants  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  and  the  remains  of  both  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery,  in  Cass  Township.  John  Ploss  guided  his 
course  on  a high  plane  of  integrity  and  honor  and  commanded  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a staunch  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  and  though  never  ambitious  for 
political  preferment  he  served  about  fifteen  years  as  township  super- 
visor, to  which  position  he  was  repeatedly  elected,  the  citizens  of  the 
township  thus  manifesting  their  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit 
of  his  mature  judgment  and  inviolable  civic  loyalty.  Of  the  four  children 
the  eldest  is  Miss  Amelia  IT.,  who  still  maintains  her  home  in  Cass  Town- 
ship ; Christopher  A.,  who  is  a resident  of  Amboy,  Lee  County,  Illinois, 
married  Miss  Kittie  Small  and  they  have  one  child,  Vivian  G. ; William 
J.,  who  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Cass  Township,  has  been  twice  wedded, 
the  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  having  been  Grace  Logan  and  she  being 
survived  by  two  children,  Mary  H.  and  Bertha  M.,  no  children  having 
been  born  of  his  second  marriage,  to  Miss  Ethel  Simmons;  and  George 
A.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  owns  and  resides  upon  the  old 
homestead  which  has  been  his  place  of  abode  from  his  infancy. 

George  A.  Ploss  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Indiana,  on  the  31st  of 
January,  1872,  and,  as  previously  stated,  was  two  months  old  at  the 
time  of  the  family  removal  to  White  County,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home.  He  gained  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  during  the  intervening  years  he  has  never 
desired  or  found  it  expedient  to  sever  his  allegiance  to  the  basic  indus- 
tries of  agriculture  and  stock-raising,  through  the  medium  of  which  he 
has  pressed  forward  to  the  mark  of  definite  success  and  stable  prosperity. 
Though  holding  closely  to  the  tenets  set  forth  by  the  democratic  party  he 
has  had  no  ambition  for  public  office  but  has  preferred  to  manifest  his 
interest  in  local  affairs  by  contributing  his  quota  to  the  furtherance  of 
objects  and  enterprises  projected  for  the  general  good  of  the  community, 
his  attitude  being  that  of  a broad-gauged  and  progressive  citizen.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  their 
attractive  home  is  known  for  its  generous  and  unassuming  hospitality. 
Mr.  Ploss  has  a farm  of  120  acres,  and  nearly  all  of  the  land  is  under 
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effective  cultivation,  this  homestead  being  eligibly  situated  two  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  the  Village  of  Headlee. 

August  14,  1906,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ploss  to  Miss 
Frances  V.  Ward,  adopted  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Ward,  well 
known  residents  of  Cass  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ploss  have  two  chil- 
dren— John  Ward  and  Walter  Conn. 

William  Marion  Fisher.  Four  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Sitka 
is  located  the  well-cultivated  farm  of  200  acres,  which  represents  the 
agricultural  holding  of  William  Marion  Fisher.  This  is  not,  however, 
the  extent  of  his  possessions,  for  he  has  been  identified  with  various 
business  ventures  which  his  judgment  and  foresight  have  recommended 
as  good  investments,  and  is  therefore  well  known  in  business  circles.  At 
the  same  time  he  is  one  of  his  community’s  progressive  men,  and  realizes 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  locality  means  the  prosperity  of  the  individual, 
and  his  contributions  to  the  welfare  of  his  part  of  White  County  include 
service  in  various  public  offices,  in  all  of  which  he  has  acquitted  himself 
admirably. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  July  25,  1861,  at  Crooked  Creek  Mill,  Jefferson 
Township,  Cass  County,  Indiana,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  R.  and  Lydia 
(Barnard)  Fisher,  and  a grandson  of  David  and  Susannah  Fisher.  The 
grandfather  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
Indiana,  settling  in  Cass  County,  where  he  passed  the  remaining  years 
of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Benjamin  R.  Fisher  was  born  Janu- 
ary 11,  1835,  and  on  coming  to  White  County  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
Norway,  where  he  followed  farming  and  also  the  milling  business  in 
Norway  until  his  death,  November  29,  1866.  His  burial  was  the  first  to 
take  place  at  Pike  Creek  Cemetery,  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Union  Township,  of  which  he  and  Mrs.  Fisher  were  faithful  members. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Myers)  Barnard,  early 
settlers  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  and  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
all  still  living:  David  F.,  who  is  a minister  of  the  Church  of  the 

Brethren,  residing  at  Mexico,  Indiana;  Mary;  Emma;  William  Marion, 
of  this  review ; and  Ida. 

William  Marion  Fisher  received  a public  school  education,  and  at  the 
outset  of  his  career  started  to  teach  school,  a vocation  which  he  followed 
for  eight  years  during  the  winter  terms.  However,  he  has  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  His  father’s  first  property  was  the  Or^ 
Eldrige  Farm,  two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Norway  in  White  County. 
Mr.  Wm.  Fisher’s  present  property  is  four  and  one-half  miles  northeast 
of  Sitka,  a tract  of  200  acres  which  is  finely  cultivated  and  modern  in 
every  respect.  He  has  good  buildings,  excellent  equipment,  and  all  up-to- 
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date  appliances  and  appurtenances,  and  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  a practical  and  progressive  manner.  He  has  invested 
his  capital  in  enterprises  which  have  their  home  and  conduct  their  opera- 
tions in  his  native  state,  being  a stockholder  in  the  White  County  Loan, 
Trust  and  Savings  Company,  at  Monticello,  the  Sterling  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  of  Indianapolis,  and  the  Farmers  Elevator,  at  Monticello.  The 
success  he  has  gained  has  come  solely  through  his  own  efforts,  for  when 
he  started  upon  his  career  he  was  possessed  of  naught  save  his  ambition 
and  determination,  and  since  that  time  has  not  been  aided  by  financial 
or  other  influences.  Politically  a republican,  he  has  been  an  active  party 
worker,  and  has  always  stood  for  those  things  which  have  contributed  to 
White  County’s  welfare.  During  three  years  he  was  county  drainage 
commissioner  of  White  County,  and  for  four  years  was  a member  of  the 
county  council,  it  being  during  this  latter  period  that  the  White  County 
Farm  Infirmary  was  erected.  At  one  time  he  was  candidate  for  sheriff 
of  White  County  on  the  republican  ticket.  He  belongs  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Monticello. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  married  in  April,  1889,  to  Miss  Nettie  Timmons,  a 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Martha  (Van  Meters)  Timmons,  early  settlers 
of  White  County,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  borne  two  children, 
both  of  whom  are  single  and  live  at  Monticello : J.  Earl  and  Ray.  The 
last  named  graduated  from  the  Monticello  High  School  and  spent  a part 
of  one  year  at  Purdue  College.  He  is  an  electrician.  On  March  23, 
1904,  Mr.  Fisher  was  again  married  when  united  with  Miss  Ethel  Antrim, 
daughter  of  David  and  Martha  (Kistler)  Antrim,  early  settlers  of  Cass 
County.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them : Elizabeth  G.  and 

William  D.,  both  of  whom  live  with  their  parents. 

James  C.  Small.  With  the  death  of  James  C.  Small  at  his  home  in 
section  2 of  Cass  Township,  June  18,  1908,  there  passed  from  the  ranks 
of  local  citizenship  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  men  of  White 
County.  He  had  lived  in  Indiana  practically  all  his  life  and  for  a great 
many  years  was  a resident  of  White  County,  having  come  to  this  county 
from  Cass  County.  He  was  of  a genial  and  generous  disposition,  made 
friends  wherever  he  was,  and  also  possessed  a keen  business  judgment  and 
provided  liberally  for  his  family.  He  was  an  active  religious  worker 
and  a minister  of  the  Church  of  God  for  many  years. 

James  C.  Small  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Indiana,  July  15,  1837,  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Eleanor  (Wilburn)  Small.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  - 
Irish  descent.  Mr.  Small  was  educated  in  Indiana,  attending  the  country 
schools  of  Cass  County,  to  which  locality  the  family  had  removed  in 
1847  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  He  also  attended  what  was  known 
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as  the  old  Brimstone  School.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  started  out 
for  himself  and  moved  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  where  he  spent  about  two 
years  in  a new  country.  Coming  back  to  Indiana,  he  took  up  the  voca- 
tion of  farming  to  which  he  gave  the  best  part  of  his  subsequent  life. 
In  the  spring  of  1883  Mr.  Small  removed  to  White  County  and  bought 
150  acres  of  land  in  Cass  Township.  He  put  up  the  home  and  other 
buildings,  and  was  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  there 
until  his  death.  Mrs.  Small  now  has  in  that  home  a fine  property,  and 
in  many  ways  it  is  the  equal  of  any  farm  estate  in  Cass  Township. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  Small  was  ordained  a minister  in  the  Church  of 
God,  and  at  different  times  preached  at  Headlee  and  Pepper  churches  and 
at  Fair  Oak  and  Pious.  Fraternally  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Inde-* 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Royal  Center.  His  body  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Small  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was  Caroline 
Kistler,  who  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  and  the  second  was  Rachel 
Yount,  who  likewise  had  three  children.  On  March  28,  1875,  in  Cass 
County  Mr.  Small  married  Miss  Sarah  Rhodes,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Jerusha  (Smith)  Rhodes.  The  six  children  by  this  marriage  are  : Harry; 
Kittle,  wife  of  Christ  Ploss ; Daisy,  wife  of  Isaac  Louderbach ; Andrew ; 
John;  Goldie,  who  died  in  1888.  In  1900  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small  removed  to 
Winamac,  but  in  March,  1907,  returned  to  White  County,  and  he  lived 
quietly  on  his  farm  and  was  engaged  in  its  duties  and  in  his  work  as  a 
churchman  until  his  death.  He  was  a republican  in  politics,  and  made 
himself  a factor  in  local  improvements,  having  served  as  township  super- 
visor, and  aiding  in  the  construction  of  good  roads  in  the  locality  of  his 
home.  For  many  years  his  principal  interest  was  the  church  and  he 
worked  effectively  to  advance  the  cause  of  religion  and  general  morality 
in  his  community.  He  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry, 
and  was  in  service  for  two  years,  receiving  then  his  honorable  discharge. 

Joseph  McBeth.  This  well  known  old  resident  of  Cass  Township  is 
now  nearing  the  eightieth  milestone  of  his  life’s  journey.  He  came  to 
White  County  when  a boy  of  ten  years  of  age  and  has  a keen  recollection 
of  the  many  hardships  and  difficult  circumstances  environing  the  family 
residence  in  those  early  days.  He  had  little  more  than  attained  manhood 
when  he  was  called  away  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  has  a creditable 
record  as  a soldier,  for  which  his  descendants  will  properly  give  him 
honor.  For  more  than  a half  century  Mr.  McBeth  has  pursued  farming 
and  stock  raising,  and  has  one  of  the  largest  and  best  farms  in  Cass  Town- 
ship, comprising  420  acres  of  land. 

Born  in  Clark  County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1837,  Joseph  McBeth  is  a son  of 
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William  and  Anna  (Steele)  McBeth.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  married  in  Ohio,  and  of  their  seven  children  only  two 
are  now  living.  In  the  fall  of  1847  the  parents  and  children  trans- 
ferred their  residence  from  Greene  County,  Ohio,  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  and  settled  in  Cass  Township.  There  were  no  railroads  to 
Indiana  at  that  time,  and  the  journey  was  made  in  the  typical  manner  of 
the  times,  over  the  rough  roads,  with  a four-horse  team,  and  the  wagon 
carried  not  only  members  of  the  family  but  also  the  household  goods. 
Both  parents  were  well  educated  and  taught  school  in  White  County 
after  coming  here.  The  father  died  in  1854,  but  was  survived  by  his 
widow  many  years,  and  both  are  now  at  rest  in  the  Layman  Cemetery. 
William  McBeth  was  a republican,  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  one  of  the  early  farmers  to  introduce  graded  stock  for 
his  own  use. 

Joseph  McBeth,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Clark  County,  Ohio,  during  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life,  and  had  some 
additional  training  in  local  schools  and  got  the  instruction  of  his  parents 
after  coming  to  White  County.  He  was  twenty-four  years  old  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  K of 
the  Twentieth  Indiana  Infantry,  under  Col.  William  L.  Brown.  His 
command  was  mustered  in  at  Lafayette,  and  he  continued  in  the  active 
service  just  two  years.  In  the  memorable  engagement  at  Gettysburg  in 
July,  1863,  he  was  wounded  and  was  soon  after  given  an  honorable 
release  from  military  duty.  Since  then  he  has  applied  himself  to  farm- 
ing, and  with  what  liberal  success  everyone  acquainted  with  the  rural 
district  of  Cass  Township  well  knows.  In  1864,  soon  after  returning  from 
the  army,  he  was  elected  township  trustee,  and  held  that  office  two  terms. 
Mr.  McBeth  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Monticello,  is  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  belongs  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
His  family  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  May  3,  1866,  Mr.  McBeth  married  Miss  Elmina  M.  Sheehan, 
daughter  of  David  and  Lydia  (Hibbard)  Sheehan.  Into  their  home  came 
ten  children,  and  the  five  now  living  are:  John  S.,  Anna  A.,  Blanche 
E.,  William  W.  and  Joseph  M. 

David  A.  Scroggs.  Few  families  have  more  interesting  associations 
with  the  past  or  have  made  themselves  more  efficient  factors  in  the  cur- 
rent activities  of  their  generation  than  the  family  represented  by  David 
A.  Scroggs,  who  has  one  of  the  fine  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Idaville  and 
is  now  serving  as  township  trustee. 

There  is  an  interesting  tradition  to  account  for  the  family  name,  and 
the  facts  here  narrated  are  derived  from  a memorandum  book  in  the 
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possession  of  T.  E.  Scroggs  of  Leechburg,  Pennsylvania.  In  Scotland  the 
name  Scroggs  is  given  to  a low  scrubby  vegetation.  Two  or  three  cen- 
turies ago,  when  Scotland  was  divided  among  hostile  clans  and  their 
chiefs  were  principally  occupied  in  maintaining  the  dignity  of  their 
own  positions  and  doing  all  they  could  to  humiliate  their  enemies,  a 
factional  feud  separated  Sir  William  Murray  and  his  brother  James, 
and  in  the  final  issues  of  the  conflict  Sir  William  came  off  victorious. 
It  was  supposed  Sir  James  and  all  his  family  were  slain.  After  the 
battle,  while  the  followers  of  Sir  William  were  plundering  the  dead,  a 
baby  wrapped  in  the  Murray  plaid  was  found  among  the  scroggs.  When 
it  was  brought  to  Sir  William  he  at  once  recognized  his  brother’s  child, 
and  not  only  spared  its  life  but  reared  it  among  his  own  children.  The 
child  was  nick-named  Scroggs,  and  when  he  grew  up  that  became  his 
family  designation,  and  tht  name  has  since  been  widely  dispersed  over 
the  civilized  world. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  this  country  were  four  brothers, 
grandsons  of  Sir  William  Scroggs.  The  exact  time  of  their  emigration 
is  unknown,  the  tradition  is  that  these  brothers,  to  escape  religious  per- 
secution, went  from  Scotland  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  thence  to 
North  America,  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  Their  names  were  Alexander, 
Allen,  John  and  James,  and  some  time  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  they  all  lived  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  at  Big 
Springs,  a locality  now  called  Newville.  From  these  four  brothers  all 
the  known  members  of  the  family  in  this  country  are  descended. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  record  special  attention  is  directed  to  John 
Scroggs,  one  of  these  four  brothers.  Some  time  between  1740  and  1750 
he  moved  to  North  Carolina  and  bought  land  and  settled  on  the  South 
Yadkin  River  in  Iredell  County,  ten  miles  north  of  where  Statesville  is 
now  located.  His  farm  contained  land  which  is  now  divided  among  a 
number  of  owners.  He  went  to  North  Carolina  with  his  wife  and  two 
sons,  and  another  son  and  four  daughters  were  born  to  them  in  the  latter 
state.  He  afterwards  married  a widow  named  Eleanor  Carson,  who,  it  is 
a matter  of  interest  to  relate,  was  the  grandmother  of  the  famous  Ameri- 
can scout,  Kit  Carson.  Settling  in  North  Carolina  John  Scroggs  built  a 
double  log  cabin  near  a large  spring,  and  subsequently  constructed  an- 
other house  on  the  hill  east  of  the  spring,  and  that  home  is  still  standing. 
He  was  a man  of  considerable  means,  and  operated  extensively  as  a 
planter.  Some  years  later,  having  bought  a farm  three  miles  south  of 
Statesville,  On  Third  Creek,  he  built  a wheat,  corn  and  lumber  mill,  which 
was  the  second  mill  built  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  intellect  and  of  more  than  average  size,  and  was  known  as 
a very  hard  and  stern  man.  He  was  a member  of  the  Associated  Re- 
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formed  Presbyterian  Church.  The  names  of  his  children  were  John, 
Jeremiah,  David,  Margaret  and  James,  and  there  is  a record  to  show 
that  John,  the  oldest,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  in  General  David- 
son ’s  Brigade. 

David  Scroggs,  one  of  the  younger  sons  of  John  Scroggs,  became  the 
great-grandfather  of  David  A.  Scroggs  of  White  County.  He  married  a 
Miss  Moore,  and  settled  on  a farm  near  where  his  father  had  lived.  The 
sons  of  David  Scroggs  and  Miss  Moore  were  Enos,  Ebenezer,  David 
and  Milas. 

David,  the  third  son  of  David  Scroggs,  was  born  in  Iredell  County, 
North  Carolina,  January  4,  1798.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Blount 
County,  Tennessee,  and  in  1819  married  Margaret  Delzell.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a family  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter:  John  D.,  Elam, 

James,  David,  Margaret  and  Gideon  E.  In  1832  David  removed  with 
his  family  to  Putnam  County,  Indiana,  but  in  the  same  year  trans- 
ferred his  residence  to  Carroll  County,  and  in  1836  arrived  in  White 
County,  among  the  pioneers.  His  wife  died  in  White  County  and  his 
own  death  occurred  in  1875.  For  a number  of  years  this  David  Scroggs 
had  the  only  blacksmith  shop  between  Burnettsville  and  Monticello. 

The  late  John  D.  Scroggs,  the  oldest  of  the  six  children  of  David  and 
Margaret  (Delzell)  Scroggs,  was  born  in  Blount  County,  Tennessee, 
October  20,  1820,  and  died  on  the  old  farm  near  Idaville  now  occupied 
by  his  son  David  A.  on  June  5,  1902.  He  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  White  County,  grew  up  on  a farm,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  began  earning  his  own  way  by  the  arduous  toil  of  cutting  wood, 
splitting  rails  and  getting  out  square  timbers.  This  was  his  regular 
work  until  March,  1847,  when  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

On  March  27,  1851,  John  D.  Scroggs  married  Maria,  a daughter  of 
John  Gibson.  She  lived  less  than  a year,  dying  in  February,  1852.  On 
December  6,  1856,  Mr.  Scroggs  married  Eliza  C.  Carson,  who  died  in 
April,  1858.  There  were  no  children  by  either  of  these  marriages.  On 
November  19,  1860,  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  (Duncan)  Delzell,  who  was 
born  November  16,  1831,  and  died  April  26,  1876.  She  left  a family 
of  four  children : David  A.,  Susan  A.,  Margaret  E.,  now  deceased,  and 
Joseph  A.  The  son  Joseph  Alfred  died  unmarried  August  20,  1896. 
The  daughter  Susan  A.  lives  with  her  brother  David  and  since  the  death 
of  his  wife  is  housekeeper.  John  D.  Scroggs  was  a democrat,  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  an 
industrious  and  successful  farmer,  and  for  many  years  cultivated  eighty 
acres  of  land. 

David  A.  Scroggs  was  born  on  the  old  home  place  October  25,  1862. 
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On  February  22,  1888,  he  married  Mary  A.  McClure,  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  (Hall)  McClure.  The  McClure  family  came  to  White  County 
from  Shelby  County,  Ohio.  Mrs,  Scroggs  died  March  7, 1908.  There  are 
two  children : Eva  M.,  who  was  married  February  10,  1915,  to  Roy  D. 
Girard,  who  was  graduated  from  Purdue  University  with  the  class  of 
1914  and  is  now  farm  manager  for  Reverend  Doctor  Scoville  at  Butler, 
Indiana ; and  Nettie  R.,  now  attending  high  school  at  Idaville,  a member 
of  the  class  of  1917. 

Mr.  Scroggs  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  on  the  old  home  place, 
and  is  still  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  having  sixty  acres  of 
well  improved  land.  He  grew  up  in  the  democratic  faith,  and  has  always 
been  loyal  to  that  party.  For  four  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
township  advisory  board,  and  in  the  fall  of  1914  was  elected  township 
trustee  and  began  the  duties  of  that  responsible  office  January  1,  1915. 
He  and  his  wife  and  family  have  always  been  active  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Scroggs  has  some  relics  that  are  highly  prized  by  the  family 
on  account  of  their  interesting  associations.  The  old  blacksmith  shop 
once  owned  by  his  grandfather  was  burned,  but  the  anvil  which  David 
Scroggs  brought  with  him  from  Tennessee  was  rescued  and  is  still  in 
good  condition.  Mr.  Scroggs  also  has  the  first  grain  cradle  which  his 
father  bought  in  1844,  and  the  hand  sickel  which  was  brought  to  Indiana 
by  the  family.  Other  implements  that  served  an  excellent  purpose  in 
the  early  days  and  are  still  in  good  condition  are  a frow,  used  to  split 
clapboards,  an  adz  and  a broad  ax. 

Harry  C.  Johnson.  A prominent  and  prosperous  business  man  of 
Monticello,  actively  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  loan  business,  Harry 
C.  Johnson  is  of  pioneer  descent. 

In  the  year  1772,  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  a number  of  people 
took  refuge  in  a fort  built  as  a protection  against  the  Indians.  In  this 
fort,  on  June  23d,  was  born  H.  C.  Johnson’s  paternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Johnson.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  Virginia  home, 
was  married  to  Abagail  Haines,  and  to  this  union  was  born  nine  children. 

Following  the  steady  march  of  civilization  westward,  he  with  his 
entire  family  came  to  Indiana  in  1835.  Being  favorably  impressed  with 
White  County  as  a desirable  location,  he  pre-empted  a tract  of  land 
1 y2  miles  southwest  of  Monticello.  He  subsequently  entered  the  land  in 
Big  Creek  Township  where  Wheeler  Station  is  now  located  and  lived 
there  the  remainder  of  his  life,  where  he  died  March  29,  1844.  His  wife 
remained  on  the  homestead  until  her  death  in  March,  1859.  They  are 
both  buried  in  the  Monticello  Cemetery. 
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The  second  son  of  this  family  was  Ellis  Haines  Johnson  who  was 
born  near  Romney,  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1814.  He  came  to  White  County  with  his  parents  in  1835  (as  above 
stated),  settled  in  Union  Township  for  a while,  but  later  entered  land 
in  Big  Creek  Township  adjoining  his  father’s  farm.  He  became  actively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  remained  on  this  farm  until  1880 
when  he  retired,  moving  to  Monticello,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
December  20,  1898.  He  was  ever  interested  in  local  and  national  affairs, 
but  never  held  office.  Politically  he  was  a whig  until  the  formation  of  the 
republican  party,  when  he  became  one  of  its  most  earnest  adherents.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  served  as  an  elder  in  the 
church  at  Reynolds  in  his  earlier  life,  and  later  in  the  church  of  that 
denomination  at  Monticello. 

Ellis  Haines  Johnson  was  twice  married.  He  married  first,  January 
4,  1843,  Ellen  Reece,  and  their  only  child,  Hampton  Johnson,  was  killed 
in  battle.  He  married  second,  March  29,  1851,  Chloe  Ann  Clark,  who 
was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  June  6,  1829,  and  died  in  Monti- 
cello, March  18,  1903.  Two  children  were  born  to  their  union,  namely: 
Harry  C.  on  October  6,  1860,  and  Fannie  A.,  born  November  14,  1864, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  D.  Miller,  of  Michigan  City,  Indiana. 

Completing  his  early  studies  in  the  Monticello  schools,  Harry  C. 
Johnson  began  his  active  career  as  a teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and 
taught  successfully  for  two  years.  In  1883  he  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business,  which  he  conducted  for  nine  years.  Making  a change  of  occu- 
pation, in  1892  he  bought  an  interest  in  a real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Monticello,  and  has  met  with  such  satisfactory  results  in  the  busi- 
ness that  he  has  continued  it  ever  since.  Mr.  Johnson  has  also  been 
closely  associated  with  the  White  County  Loan,  Trust  & Savings  Co., 
having  been  one  of  its  directors  almost  continuously  since  its  organiza- 
tion. True  to  the  political  faith  in  which  he  was  reared,  he  is  a loyal 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  and  equally  true  to 
the  religious  beliefs  of  his  ancestors,  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  one  of  its  elders.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  Monticello,  June  18,  1889,  to  Miss  Maud 
Henderson,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Margaret  (Ross)  Henderson  of 
Monticello.  Their  family  consists  of  three  children,  namely:  Leonard 
Haines,  Howard  Clark,  and  Jessie  Margaret. 

Perry  Godlove.  The  presence  of  a family  in  one  community  for 
half  a century  is  of  itself  a distinction  which  deserves  mention  in  any 
historical  account,  but  when  such  a family  through  its  various  members 
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has  contributed  to  the  substantial  development  of  productive  resources, 
has  increased  the  moral  forces  of  social  life,  and  has  always  stood  for 
those  things  that  are  honest  and  of  good  report,  the  chronicles  of  such  a 
family  become  a vital  part  of  local  history.  Such  was  the  part  taken  by 
the  Godlove  family  in  White  County,  which  has  been  its  home  for  over 
half  a century  ,and  as  farmers,  upholders  of  religion  and  morality,  and 
all  around  good  citizens  they  have  many  useful  and  honorable  associations 
with  this  locality. 

It  was  the  late  Perry  Godlove  who  established  the  name  and  the 
family  fortunes  in  this  county.  He  was  born  in  Green  County,  Ohio, 
June  4,  1832,  being  one  of  the  nine  children  whose  parents  were  Abraham 
and  Hannah  (Bumgardner)  Godlove.  These  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Virginia,  and  during  the  infancy  of  Perry  they  moved  on  from  Ohio 
to  Delaware  County,  Indiana,  which  was  then  a wilderness  infested  with 
Indians  and  wild  beasts,  and  they  were  among  the  pioneers  who  developed 
that  rich  and  beautiful  country  into  a landscape  of  smiling  farms  and 
villages.  Abraham  Godlove  died  there  in  1859,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  1855. 

Much  after  the  manner  of  other  boys  in  pioneer  communities,  Perry 
Godlove  grew  to  manhood  in  Delaware  County,  attended  common  schools 
and  perfected  his  training  for  the  actualities  of  life.  This  training  was 
more  practical  than  bookish,  and  he  spent  day  after  day  in  grubbing, 
clearing  and  assisting  in  the  general  work  of  the  home  farm.  On  May 
26,  1855,  he  married  Margaret  H.  Shafer,  who  was  born  at  East  German- 
town in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  April  8,  1838,  and  died  January  22, 
1905.  She  wras  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Shafer,  both  of  them 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Perry  Godlove  and  wife  became  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  enumerated  as  follows:  Flora  E.,  Mrs. 

Hiram  Beshoar  of  Burnettsville ; Emma  J.,  Mrs,  M.  K.  Reiff  of  Burnetts- 
ville;  Albert,  a resident  of  Idaville;  Ida  L.,  living  at  Monticello;  Henry 
M.,  of  Idaville ; John  Emery  and  Frank,  both  of  whom  live  a mile  and  a 
half  southwest  of  Idaville ; and  Eva  L.,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bryan  of  Monticello. 

Having  previously  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  near  Idaville, 
Perry  Godlove  brought  his  family  to  Jackson  Township  in  the  spring  of 
1864,  and  was  a resident  in  that  section  until  his  death  forty-five  years 
later  on  August  6,  1909.  He  was  a farmer  most  of  his  life,  spending  the 
last  fifteen  years  in  retirement  at  Idaville.  He  was  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  force  of  character  and  because  of  his  many  sterling  qualities 
was  highly  regarded  as  a neighbor.  He  was  honest  and  industrious,  tem- 
perate in  all  his  actions,  rearing  his  children  in  the  fashion  of  sobriety 
and  industry,  and  his  entire  career  was  a living  exemplification  of  the 
golden  rule.  After  coming  to  White  County,  in  October,  1864,  he  enlisted 
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in  Company  B of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-Second  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  served  until  his  honorable  discharge  in  July,  1865.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  active  members  of  the  Church  of  God  at  Idaville,  and  he  was 
one  of  its  most  faithful  attendants,  served  as  an  elder  several  years,  and 
almost  continuously  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
When  the  congregation  erected  its  new  church  in  1908,  he  was  the  largest 
contributor.  His  business  operations  as  a farmer  had  met  with  deserved 
success,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  five  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  in  Jefferson  Township,  Carroll 
County,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty  in  Jefferson  township,  White 
County. 

As  a worthy  tribute  to  this  fine  old  pioneer  a few  words  are  quoted 
from  the  Idaville  Observer  of  August  13,  1909.  “ Uncle  Perry,  as  he 

was  called,  was  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  highly  respected  men  of 
this  community.  His  quiet,  unassuming  manner  added  dignity  to  an 
honest  and  upright  character;  while  prudent  and  careful  in  business  he 
was  always  generous  in  his  support  of  any  deserving  enterprises  as  well 
as  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand  to  the  young  man  just  getting  a start 
or  to  an  older  man  overtaken  by  misfortune.  His  death  is  indeed  a loss 
to  the  community  in  general.” 

John  E.  Godlove,  one  of  the  several  sons  of  the  late  Perry  Godlove,  has 
not  only  shared  in  the  general  prosperity  of  this  family  in  general,  but 
through  his  own  efforts  has  contributed  to  the  substantial  acquisitions 
which  are  represented  in  the  country  about  Idaville.  He  was  born  Jan- 
uary 22,  1872,  at  the  old  homestead,  was  reared  and  educated  in  White 
county,  and  has  since  been  a substantial  farmer.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  God  at  Idaville.  He  was  married  February 
26,  1895,  to  Miss  Grace  Johnsonbaugh,  a daughter  of  Ira  and  Angeline 
Johnsonbaugh  of  Idaville.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three  children: 
Gladys,  Dale  and  Yelma. 

Another  one  of  the  sons,  who  lives  near  John  and  is  likewise  an 
enterprising  and  prospering  farmer  of  Jackson  Township,  is  Frank  God- 
love, who  was  born  August  22,  1873.  He  was  married  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship November  27,  1899,  to  Miss  Lola  M.  Shull,  a daughter  of  John  W. 
and  Margaret  Shull,  a family  of  early  settlers  in  White  County.  He  is  a 
republican,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  God  at  Idaville. 

Albert  Godlove.  The  oldest  son  of  the  late  Perry  Godlove,  whose 
career  as  a pioneer  and  whose  family  relationship  have  been  described  in 
previous  paragraphs,  is  Albert  Godlove,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Jackson  Township,  and  well  known  all  over  White  County  through  his 
former  service  as  county  assessor. 
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Albert  Godlove  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  White  County,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1864,  only  a few  months  after  the  family  established  a home 
in  that  section.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  and  benefited  by 
attendance  at  the  public  schools  as  a youth,  while  his  practical  training 
came  from  actual  experience  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  He  has  been 
a farmer  all  his  career,  but  was  called  from  the  duties  of  active  super- 
vision over  his  farming  interests  in  1900  to  the  office  of  county  assessor. 
Mr.  Godlove  and  family  lived  at  Monticello  for  five  years,  while  he  was 
in  office,  but  since  then  he  has  returned  to  the  farm  and  in  1912  moved 
to  Idaville,  and  now  has  one  of  the  comfortable  homes  in  that  village. 
Besides  his  holdings  in  White  county,  his  prosperity  is  measured  by  the 
ownership  of  individual  tracts  of  seventy,  one  hundred  and  sixty,  forty 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  situated  in  Cass  and  Carroll  counties, 
Indiana,  and  in  Livingston  County,  Illinois,  a total  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty  acres.  As  a practical  agriculturist  Mr.  Godlove ’s  record  deserves 
no  comment.  He  has  had  a long  experience  in  operating  farm  lands  and 
is  an  excellent  judge  of  real  estate  values,  and  this  experience  has  made 
him  successful  as  a real  estate  dealer,  a business  to  which  he  now  gives 
his  principal  attention. 

As  to  politics  he  is  a republican,  and  is  a member  of  the  Church  of 
God  at  Idaville.  On  March  30,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Timmons, 
a native  of  White  county,  Indiana,  born  March  11,  1866,  the  fourth  in 
a family  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  born  to  John 
Green  and  Ruth  (Price)  Timmons.  Seven  of  the  number  are  yet  living, 
namely:  Josephine,  the  wife  of  Perry  Patton  and  a resident  of  Ida- 

ville ; Nancy  E.,  wife  of  Hamilton  Sidenbender,  of  Monticello,  Indiana ; 
Southy,  a resident  of  Idaville,  a dealer  in  poultry  and  who  married 
Minnie  Jones;  Mrs.  Godlove;  Harvey  E.,  a resident  of  Chicago,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and  as  a newspaper  reporter,  and 
who  is  also  married;  Cora  B.,  wife  of  James  Million,  a farmer  of  White 
County ; and  Rosella,  wife  of  Homer  Bowman,  of  Carroll  County,  Indi- 
ana. Mr.  Timmons,  the  father,  was  born  in  Green  County,  Ohio,  was 
an  agriculturist  and  grain  buyer,  and  became  very  successful  in  his 
business.  He  was  but  a young  boy  when  he  came  to  White  County, 
and  in  time  he  became  the  owner  of  as  much  as  2,200  acres  of  land  here. 
He  also  served  as  a member  of  the  Indiana  legislature  for  two  terms, 
first  as  a representative  of  the  counties  of  White  and  Pulaski,  and  the 
second  term  represented  Benton,  White  and  Newton  counties.  He  affili- 
ated with  the  democratic  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Church  of  God.  He  is  yet  living,  but  Mrs.  Timmons,  who  was  a 
native  of  White  County,  died  when  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Godlove,  was  but 
ten  years  of  age.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godlove  have  been 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


715 


born  three  children,  Harry  T.,  Clayton  G.  and  Dulcie  F.  Harry  T.  God- 
love,  a resident  of  Flora,  Indiana,  operates  a garage.  He  received  a good, 
practical  education  in  the  Idaville  arid  Monticello  schools,  is  a republican 
in  his  political  views,  affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Church  of  God.  He  married  Miss  Lilly  M.  Foster,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Albert  H.,  Arlene  and  Tyrus  Wendell.  Clayton  G.  God- 
love,  also  a resident  of  Flora,  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and 
the  overseeing  of  his  father’s  farms.  He  also  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  Monticello  and  Idaville  schools.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Baker,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Katharine.  Dulcie  F.  Godlove 
resides  with  her  parents  in  Idaville.  She  has  been  well  educated,  a grad- 
uate of  the  Idaville  schools  and  also  of  the  Woman’s  College  at  Jackson- 
ville, Illinois,  in  the  domestic  science  department  of  the  class  of  1915. 

Charles  Milton  Mertz.  Any  community  that  has  had  the  citizenship 
and  thrift  activity  of  the  old  Pennsylvania  “ Dutch”  has  reason  to  con- 
gratulate itself  on  its  good  fortune,  since  there  has  never  been  a class 
of  better  homemakers  and  citizens  than  the  people  familiarly  referred  to 
under  this  classification.  The  Mertz  family  and  their  connections  repre- 
sent this  old  stock  in  White  County.  The  Mertz  family  have  lived  in 
White  County  for  more  than  half  a century,  and  has  been  specially  iden- 
tified with  the  community  about  Burnettsville. 

The  founder  of  this  family  was  the  late  Daniel  A.  Mertz,  who  was 
born  at  Union  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  31,  1836,  a son  of  Philip  and 
Lydia  (Showers)  Mertz,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Philip 
Mertz  died  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  25,  1883,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years,  three  months,  nineteen  days.  His  wife  died  there  April  18, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  Philip  Mertz  always  lived  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  extended  his  investments  out  to  White  County,  Indiana,  where 
he  bought  three  eighties  of  land  in  Jackson  Township  in  section  24,  and 
gave  part  of  it  to  his  son  Daniel  A.,  who  by  hard  work  and  economy 
eventually  acquired  the  entire  tract. 

Daniel  A.  Mertz  was  reared  on  a farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  was  then  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carriage  and  wagon  maker’s  trade. 
He  served  three  years  as  an  apprentice,  and  for  about  twelve  years 
conducted  a shop  of  his  own.  On  December  24,  1863,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Sieber,  one  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  John  and  Mary 
(Sausman)  Sieber.  She  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,  De- 
cember 4,  1835,  and  was  married  December  4,  1863,  on  her  birthday. 
To  Daniel  and  Sarah  Mertz  were  born  five  children : Edward  S.,  who 

now  lives  with  his  mother;  John  M.,  deceased;  David  Franklin,  who 
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became  a prominent  educator,  was  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, served  a principal  of  the  high  schools  at  Mount  Clemens  and  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Michigan,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years  while  attending 
as  a post-graduate  student,  Columbia  University ; William  Morris,  who  is 
a successful  attorney  living  in  Detroit,  married  Lois  Ferguson,  and  his 
three  children  as  Virginia  and  William  Morris  and  David  Franklin, 
twins,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  two  weeks;  and  Charles 
Milton. 

Daniel  A.  Mertz  came  to  Jackson  Township  in  White  County  in  1864, 
locating  on  the  farm  where  he  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  years.  For 
the  first  three  years  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  old  settlement  known 
as  ‘ ‘ Git- Away  ’ ’ meanwhile  overseeing  his  farm,  and  then  gave  his  landed 
property  his  personal  supervision  until  he  retired  about  twenty-one  years 
ago.  He  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  with  excellent  improve- 
ments, and  before  his  death  had  a total  holding  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  He  was  one  of  the  successful  men  of  Jackson  township.  In  politics 
he  was  a dyed  in  the  wool  republican,  but  displayed  no  eagerness  to  hold 
office.  For  forty  years  he  was  a deacon  in  the  Brethren  Church  and 
very  active  in  religious  matters.  He  was  a hard  worker,  conservative, 
even-tempered,  and  in  that  respect  somewhat  different  from  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Mertz  family,  and  was  cool  in  judgment,  never  jumping  at 
conclusions.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  building  the  Dunkards  Church 
at  Burnettsville,  in  1889.  He  also  served  for  several  years  as  a member 
of  the  school  board  in  that  town.  Though  his  education  was  that  acquired 
from  common  schools,  he  was  throughout  life  a reader  and  well  posted 
on  affairs.  The  death  of  this  good  citizen  occurred  August  21,  1909,  and 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Davis  cemetery.  His  widow  is  still  living. 

Charles  Milton  Mertz  was  born  in  White  County  May  29,  1873,  and 
grew  up  on  the  old  farm  near  Burnettsville.  His  common  school  educa- 
tion was  supplemented  by  one  year  of  commercial  training  in  the  Mount 
Morris  College  at  Mount  Morris,  Illinois,  but  after  his  marriage  he  took 
up  farming  and  has  made  that  his  regular  business.  That  he  has  been 
successful  is  indicated  by  his  ownership  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  situated  close  in  to  the  village  of  Burnetts- 
ville, and  is  a high  grade  farm,  notable  for  its  productions  in  both  grain 
and  stock.  Mr.  Mertz  also  owns  property  in  town.  He  is  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  uses  an  automobile  for  pleasure  and  in  the  performance 
of  his  business  duties,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  affairs  in  his 
community.  He  is  a stockholder  and  director  in  the  State  Bank  of  Bur- 
nettsville and  in  the  Burnettsville  Elevator  Company,  and  is  a trustee 
of  Davis  cemetery.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  a deacon  in  the 
Brethren  Church.  He  classifies  himself  as  a stand-pat  republican,  and 
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while  his  influence  has  often  been  exercised  for  public  improvements,  he 
has  never  stood  in  line  for  an  office. 

Charles  M.  Mertz  married  Miss  Bessie  Newcomer,  a daughter  of 
Melcher  and  Mary  (Hammer)  Newcomer  of  Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters : Ruth  and  Sarah,  and  also  have 
an  adopted  son,  Harold,  who  is  now  nineteen  years  of  age  and  is  a 
student  in  Purdue  University,  Lafayette.  The  daughter  Ruth  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  class  of  1915  in  the  Idaville  schools,  and  Sarah  is  a student 
in  the  fourth  grade. 

An  older  representative  of  this  well  known  White  County  family  is 
George  W.  Mertz,  a brother  of  the  late  Daniel  A.  Mertz,  and  one  of  the 
ten  children  of  Philip  and  Lydia  Mertz.  Those  children  were : Susan, 
who  married  Joseph  Amick  and  died  in  White  County  May  13,  1870; 
Daniel  A.,  whose  career  has  already  been  sketched;  Emma  J.,  who  is 
living  in  California,  the  widow  of  Hiram  Smith ; Peter  H.,  who  died 
March  20,  1909,  married  for  his  first  wife  Sarah  Sieber,  a cousin  of  his 
“brother  Daniel’s  wife,  while  his  second  wife  was  Kate  Farris  and  his 
third  Amanda  Mertz,  a cousin ; Edward,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862 ; Mary,  who  is  now  living  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  married  Isaac  Reiff,  who  died  in  October,  1875,  and  her  second 
husband  was  Joel  Weaver,  who  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
1914 ; George  W. ; Philip  D.,  who  lives  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Mifflin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Susan  Mudderspaugh  has 
twelve  children,  all  living;  Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Adaline, 
who  married  Walter  T.  Rupert  and  lives  in  Dunkirk,  New  York. 

George  W.  Mertz  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  September  23,  1846,  and 
has  lived  in  White  County  since  the  spring  of  1873.  He  has  been  a 
farmer  all  his  active  career.  In  1875  he  married  Amanda  York,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  York,  very  early  settlers  of  White  County,  who  are 
mentioned  elsewhere.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children:  Clark  E., 
who  lives  in  Burnettsville,  married  Gertrude  Alexander,  and  of  their 
five  children  the  three  living  are  Roy,  Walter  and  Robert;  Minnie  M., 
who  now  lives  at  Wolcott,  Indiana,  first  married  Arthur  S.  Galbreath, 
had  three  children  by  him,  the  first  Arthur  S.,  dying,  and  the  two  living 
being  Ethel  J.  and  Cloyd,  and  her  present  husband  is  August  Bustler; 
Guy  W.,  who  lives  in  Dallas,  Texas,  married  Lavina  Hunt,  and  has  two 
children,  Lucile  and  George  B. ; Elmer  L.  lives  at  home  with  his  father ; 
Jacob  C.,  is  also  at  home ; and  John  R.  is  an  electrical  engineer  at  Newark, 
New  Jersey. 

George  W.  Mertz  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  twenty 
acres  lying  adjacent  to  the  village  of  Burnettsville  on  the  north.  He  is 
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a republican,  and  a member  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church, 
while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  regular  Baptist  denomination. 

James  Edward  Sites.  Though  James  Edward  Sites  died  when  in 
the  prime  of  manhood,  as  a farmer  he  left  considerable  property,  and  in 
every  relation  his  reputation  was  unassailable  and  according  to  the 
highest  standards  of  integrity.  Mrs.  Sites  and  her  children  now  reside 
in  Jackson  township  on  their  fine  farm,  which  Mr.  Sites  had  bought  a 
short  time  before  his  death. 

James  Edward  Sites  was  born  in  Grant  County,  West  Virginia, 
October  10,  1867,  a son  of  Sampson  G.  and  Catherine  (Simons)  Sites. 
The  family  is  of  German  extraction.  Mr.  Sites  remained  at  home  and 
received  his  early  education  in  country  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  moved  out  to  Illinois,  spent  a year  there,  went  back  home,  and  once 
more  took  up  his  residence  in  Iroquois  County,  Illinois. 

It  was  in  Illinois  that  he  married  Miss  Christina  Wieland  on  October 
11,  1899.  She  was  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Rosanna  (Weidner)* 
Wieland,  the  family  having  come  from  Weilenberg,  Germany,  in  1883, 
and  locating  in  Iroquois  County,  Illinois.  Both  Mrs.  Sites’  parents  are 
now  deceased,  her  father  having  died  September  11,  1886,  and  her 
mother  on  June  28,  1913.  Her  father  is  buried  in  Illinois  and  her  mother 
in  Pine  Creek  Cemetery  in  White  County.  Of  the  seven  Wieland  chil- 
dren four  are  living : Christina ; Mrs.  Catherine  Hall ; Mrs.  Anna  Lewarn 
and  William  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sites  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Laura 
Elizabeth,  born  February  12,  1901;  Edith  Marie,  born  October  13,  1902; 
James  William,  born  March  9,  1904;  and  Joseph  Russell,  born  August 
23,  1905,  and  died  July  17,  1906. 

James  Edward  Sites  died  July  23,  1906.  Mrs.  Sites  and  her  children 
moved  to  their  present  farm  of  one  hundred  eighteen  acres  in  Jackson 
Township  in  1907,  this  property  having  been  acquired  before  his  death. 
Mrs.  Sites  now  rents  her  farm,  and  has  ample  means  to  rear  and  educate 
her  children.  Mr.  Sites  was  a republican  and  was  a member  of  the 
Dunkards  Church  at  Pike  Creek,  as  is  also  his  wife  and  the  children  are 
members  of  the  Burnetts’  Creek  Church.  He  was  a great  lover  of  home 
and  delighted  to  entertain  his  friends.  At  the  time  of  his  death  one  of 
the  local  publications  fittingly  commemorated  his  memory,  and  an  excerpt 
is  here  given  as  follows : 

“The  deceased  brother  united  with  the  Germaii  Baptist  Church  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years,  in  Grant  County,  West  Virginia.  After  com- 
ing to  Indiana  he  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Pike  Creek  congre- 
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gation  of  White  County.  Ever  since  his  union  with  the  church  he  had 
endeavored  to  live  a consistent  Christian  life. 

“When  we  look  over  the  place  where  this  beloved  brother  lived  and 
see  the  oncoming  harvest  which  he  planted  but  will  never  be  permitted 
to  reap,  we  are  sad,  but  our  sadness  is  in  a measure  diverted  when  we 
survey  the  good  seeds  of  life  that  he  has  sown,  and  we  have  the  blessed 
assurance  that  he  is  now  reaping  an  abundant  harvest  in  the  world  beyond 
this  vale  of  tears. 

“Today  while  we  consign  his  body  to  mortal  earth  whence  it  came, 
we  know  that  his  spirit  is  not  there,  but  has  taken  its  flight  to  God  who 
gave  it — with  Him  to  dwell  in  a house  not  made  by  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens,  where  sorrow  and  tears  never  come. 

‘ ‘ Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pike  Creek  Church  at  three  o ’clock 
Wednesday  afternoon,  Rev.  Heater,  of  Burnettsville,  conducting  the 
same,  assisted  by  Rev.  David  Dilling.  Interment  in  the  Pike  Creek 
cemetery.  ’ ’ 

John  E.  Mitchell.  Now  the  owner  of  the  fine  farm  of  320  acres  in 
section  33  of  West  Point  Township,  John  E.  Mitchell  is  a man  who 
experienced  numerous  hardships  and  discouragements  in  early  life,  and 
it  would  be  hard  to  find  an  individual  who  is  more  deserving  of  credit 
for  lifting  himself  above  the  limitations  of  a responsible  and  cheerless 
youth.  Early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  with  his  only  advantage 
a somewhat  limited  education  of  the  district  school  kind,  he  applied 
himself  so  earnestly  and  ambitiously  to  the  securing  of  a competence 
that  he  was  able  to  rise  step  by  step  to  a position  of  independence,  and 
today  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  men  of  his  locality. 

An  Irishman  by  birth,  John  E.  Mitchell  was  born  in  County  Cavan, 
September  4,  1848,  a son  of  John  and  Christina  (Flack)  Mitchell,  who, 
though  natives  of  Ireland,  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  parents 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1864,  locating  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
where  both  of  them  died,  and  are  now  at  rest  in  Wheeler’s  Cemetery, 
eighteen  miles  southwest  of  Lafayette.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
their  union,  five  of  them  living:  Archibald,  now  deceased;  Maggie,  de- 
ceased; Esther,  wife  of  G.  H.  Geary  of  Talbot,  Indiana;  John  E.;  In- 
gram ; Mary,  deceased ; Samuel,  who  lives  north  of  Battle  Ground ; 
Robert,  deceased;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  William  Fenters,  living  north  of 
Morocco.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a strong  republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  the  family  were  strict  Presbyterians  in  the  old  country,  but 
affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Indiana.  John  Mitchell,  Sr., 
was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  reared  all  his  children  to  good  Chris- 
tian lives. 
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John  E.  Mitchell  until  he  was  twenty-one  spent  his  early  boyhood 
in  the  home  of  David  Meharry.  His  education  came  partly  from  the 
schools  of  Ireland  and  he  also  attended  a time  in  Indiana,  and  was 
about  fifteen  when  he  accompanied  his  sister  Esther  to  the  United 
States  and  they  landed  in  Tippecanoe  County  on  the  23d  of  June,  1863. 

In  March,  1875,  Mr.  Mitchell  married  Miss  Lydia  N.  Carpenter,  a 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Isabella  (Orr)  Carpenter,  who  were  Canadian 
people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  take  great  pride  in  their  family  of  chil- 
dren, which  they  have  carefully  reared,  and  provided  with  excellent 
advantages.  One  of  the  ten  born  to  them  died  unnamed,  and  the  others 
are:  Lettie,  wife  of  Ed  Slater;  Oliver;  Elmer,  Jesse  and  Stella,  all 
deceased;  Ethel;  Robert;  Roland;  and  Esther  Marie. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  passed  away  April  30,  1909,  and  thus  the  children  lost 
a devoted  mother  and  Mr.  Mitchell  his  companion  of  twenty-four  years, 
and  she  had  been  a great  factor  in  encouraging  him  to  success.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Cemetery  at  Chalmers.  She 
was  born  in  Canada  July  26,  1858,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents,  who  located  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Warren  County,  Indiana.  This  part  of  the  state  was  quite  on  the  fron- 
tiers at  that  time.  She  was  the  oldest  of  ten  children.  Her  mother  and 
the  other  nine  children  are  still  living.  She  was  converted  when  thir- 
teen years  old  and  at  once  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  lived  a consistent  Christian  life  until  the  end  came.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  began  house-keeping  in  Benton  County, 
near  the  Town  of  Talbot,  where  they  lived  six  years.  They  then  moved 
to  Warren  County,  where  they  lived  five  years  and  then  moved  to 
Nebraska  in  the  year  1887,  where  she  and  her  husband  with  a large 
family  of  children  endured  the  privations  of  a newly  settled  country  in 
an  effort  to  make  a home.  In  1895,  on  account  of  the  severe  drouth  of 
the  two  previous  years,  they  became  discouraged  and  moved  back  to 
Benton  County,  Indiana,  where  they  lived  for  several  years,  and  finally 
purchased  a beautiful  home  on  Grand  Prairie  in  White  County,  seven 
miles  west  of  Chalmers,  where  she  resided  until  her  death.  She  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  an  affectionate  wife  and  a loving  mother,  never 
tiring  in  her  efforts  to  administer  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  her 
family.  The  family  had  recently  moved  into  a beautiful  new  house,  but 
she  left  this  home  for  one  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

In  1902  Mr.  Mitchell  moved  his  family  to  White  County  and  for 
three  years  lived  on  the  Montgomery  farm,  and  then  bought  his  present 
place.  His  operations  include  general  farming  and  the  raising  of  graded 
stock,  including  some  very  fine  Poland-China  hogs.  He  is  a republican, 
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and  has  been  interested  in  local  affairs,  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  has  no  fraternal  orders.  His  home  is  seven 
miles  west  and  a quarter  mile  south  of  Chalmers,  and  he  gets  his  mail 
over  Rural  Route  No.  13  out  of  that  village. 

Marshall  S.  Personett.  When  the  leaders  in  enterprise  as  farmers 
in  Jackson  Township  are  under  consideration,  the  name  of  Marshall  S. 
Personett  is  one  of  more  than  ordinary  significance  and  among  the  first 
to  be  mentioned.  Mr.  Personett  has  his  fine  rural  home  in  section  13  of 
Jackson  Township,  and  for  many  years  has  measured  up  to  the  general 
standards  and  oftentimes  has  shown  himself  in  advance  of  his  neighbors 
in  his  farm  management,  and  is  well  known  all  over  the  county  as  a 
citizen.  Mr.  Personett  is  now  one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  White 
County. 

His  birth  occurred  on  the  same  section  where  he  has  his  home  on 
October  28,  1860.  His  parents  were  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Caroline 
(Steele)  Personett,  the  former  of  a French  family.  Both  parents  were 
born  in  America,  were  married  in  Indiana,  and  in  1856  moved  from 
Henry  County  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating  in  Jackson  township. 
Their  first  home  was  near  Burnetts  Creek,  after  which  they  bought  land 
in  Cass  County,  and  after  living  there  about  thirty-five  years  moved  out 
to  White  County.  The  father  died  here  November  26,  1913,  and  is  buried 
at  Burnetts  Creek,  while  the  mother  passed  away  September  13,  1895. 
Benjamin  F.  Personett  was  a democrat  in  politics  but  was  not  a radical 
man  in  any  sense  of  the  term,  and  was  especially  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  his  home  and  friends.  He  was  a pioneer  in  many  senses  of  the  term, 
and  lived  a life  that  was  a credit  to  the  community.  He  was  active  in 
the  Christian  Church,  and  part  of  the  time  was  an  official.  There  were 
six  children:  Flora,  wife  of  Charles  Warrick;  Charles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen ; Marshall  S. ; Myron ; Clinton ; and  Oscar.  Myron  Per- 
sonett is  a resident  of  Atwood,  Illinois,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming. 
He  married  Miss  Ella  Warrick,  and  they  have  five  children.  Clinton 
Personett,  who  resides  in  Oregon,  is  a contractor  and  builder.  He  mar- 
ried Stella  Warrick,  and  they  have  six  children.  Oscar  Personett  resides 
near  Logansport,  Indiana,  and  is  an  agriculturist.  He  married  Miss 
Etta  Morris,  and  they  have  five  children. 

Marshall  S.  Personett  as  a boy  attended  for  a time  an  old  log  school- 
house,  and  completed  his  education  in  a school  that  was  kept  in  a frariie 
building.  This  schooling  was  supplemented  by  practical  training  on  the 
farm,  and  he  lived  at  home  until  ready  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself 
after  his  marriage.  On  February  7,  1888,  Mr.  Personett  married  Miss 
Roselle  Bishop.  Mrs.  Personett  is  a native  of  White  County,  born  May 
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15,  1861,  the  only  child  of  David  and  Rebecca  (Meek)  Bishop.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  was  educated  in  the  primitive  schools 
of  his  day,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  and  died  at 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  from  the  effects  of  that  wound.  The  mother  was 
a native  of  Jennings  County,  Indiana,  and  was  reared  there  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  she  came  to  White  County,  and  here  their  marriage 
occurred.  They  lie  buried  in  the  Burnettsville  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Per- 
sonett  was  reared  and  educated  in  White  County,  and  here  she  and  her 
husband  were  married  and  started  on  life’s  journey  together.  They 
began  their  married  life  without  means,  but  with  the  passing  years  have 
worked  and  accumulated  and  are  now  numbered  among  substantial  farm- 
ing people  of  Jackson  Township.  Mrs.  Personett  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Per- 
sonett have  four  children : Minnie,  wife  of  George  F.  Hatton,  of  Plain- 
field;  Roy,  who  married  Maud  Sheets  and  lives  at  Burnettsville;  Ray, 
who  married  Grace  Berry  of  Cass  County;  and  Blanche,  who  married 
Clarence  Meeker  of  Cass  County. 

Kir.  Personett ’s  fine  farm  comprises  two  hundred  sixty  acres,  all  of 
it  under  cultivation  except  fifteen  acres  of  woodland.  His  business  has 
been  general  crop  raising  and  stock  farniing,  and  while  he  makes  no 
pretensions  as  a breeder  of  blooded  stock,  he  has  seldom  failed  in  any 
year  to  make  a reasonable  profit  off  of  his  labors.  He  is  president  of  the 
Horse  Thief  Detective  Association,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been 
active  in  democratic  politics.  In  the  fall  of  1912  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  and  his  administration  well 
justified  his  reelection  in  1914.  Mr.  Personett  is  affiliated  with  the  Blue 
Lodge  of  Masons,  No.  663,  at  Burnettsville,  and  also  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Lodge  No.  740,  of  the  same  place,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Rebekahs,  Mrs.  Personett  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Isaac  M.  Davis.  With  the  death  of  Isaac  M.  Davis  on  November  23, 
1911,  there  passed  from  White  County  citizenship  one  of  the  highly 
respected  men  and  one  of  the  older  residents  of  the  county.  For  upwards 
of  seventy  years  he  was  identified  with  the  farming  and  civic  interests 
of  this  part  of  Indiana,  was  a man  of  genial  disposition  and  thorough 
integrity  of  character.  Always  a hard  worker,  he  prospered  in  material 
circumstances,  and  left  an  honored  name  to  those  that  follow  after  him. 

Isaac  M.  Davis  was  born  at  Bunker  Hill,  Ohio,  November  6,  1827,  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  E.  (Newland)  Davis.  He  was  of  Scotch-English 
extraction.  His  father  was  a native  of  Virginia,  was  married  there,  and 
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in  1835  came  to  Indiana,  spending  a short  time  in  White  County  two 
miles  from  Monticello,  and  then  removing  to  the  vicinity  of  Brookston, 
trading  two  horses  and  a wagon  for  forty  acres  of  land.  He  lived  there 
as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  died  at  Brookston  in  1882.  He  was 
four  times  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  was  the  father  of  ten  children. 
He  was  a Methodist,  held  the  office  of  steward  in  the  church  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  though  a republican  never  sought  office. 

Isaac  M.  Davis  grew  up  in  the  country  districts  of  Ohio  and  Western 
Indiana,  had  a common  school  education  at  a time  when  the  public 
school  system  was  hardly  organized,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  started 
out  for  himself.  He  was  a farmer  in  Prairie  and  later  in  Princeton 
townships,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his  prosperity  in  raising  field 
crops  and  feeding  livestock. 

The  late  Mr.  Davis  was  a republican,  served  as  assessor,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  a member  of  the  school  board.  In  1889,  having  retired 
from  his  farm,  he  moved  into  Monticello,  but  for  several  years  followed 
bridge  contracting.  He  was  a Blue  Lodge  Mason,  and  was  a steward  in 
the  Methodist  Church  for  years. 

In  1849  he  married  Sarah  Mahan,  and  by  that  union  there  are  four 
children:  John,  Hester  Ann,  Mary  Ann,  and  George,  the  last  named 

deceased.  On  January  10,  1858,  Mr.  Davis  married  Judah  Ann  Frank- 
lin, daughter  of  George  and  Anna  Mary  (Patterson)  Franklin.  Mrs. 
Davis  is  still  living  in  Monticello,  and  her  people  came  to  Indiana  from 
Michigan  in  1838,  settling  near  the  old  battleground  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  subsequently  removed  to  White  County,  but  at  death  they  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Tippecanoe  County.  There  were  ten  children  in  the 
Franklin  family,  five  of  whom  are  living  today.  Mrs.  Davis  is  the 
mother  of  nine  children:  William,  deceased;  James  King;  Luther, 

deceased;  Alexander,  deceased;  Griffith,  deceased;  Ella  J.,  wife  of  M. 
McPhee;  Edward;  Lettie,  wife  of  Henry  Roller;  and  Harry  B.  In 
commemorating  the  death  of  Isaac  M.  Davis  we  quote  an  excerpt  from 
one  of  the  local  publications : 

“He  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  White  county,  where  he  has 
had  a continuous  residence  for  75  years.  He  united  with  the  Methodist 
church  at  the  age  of  14  years,  and  at  the  age  of  21  he  received  an  ex- 
horter’s  license  and  for  25  years  did  considerable  preaching.  He  was 
a familiar  figure  at  Old  Settlers’  Meetings  and  at  their  last  annual 
reunion  here  received  a gold-headed  cane  as  the  oldest  settler  on  the 
grounds. 

“He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  the  past  six  years,  most  of  the 
time  confined  to  his  home  but  able  to  care  for  himself.  Two  weeks  ago 
last  Sunday  his  83rd  birthday  anniversary  was  celebrated  by  his  chil- 
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dren  bringing  well  filled  baskets  and  spreading  a dinner  at  his  home. 
On  Saturday  evening,  November  19th,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis, 
remaining  unconscious  until  he  passed  peacefully  away  at  6 :30  on  the 
morning  of  the  23rd.  His  funeral  took  place  from  the  M.  E.  church 
Friday  afternoon  in  the  presence  of  a large  concourse  of  relatives  and 
friends.  The  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Rutter,  and  the  funeral 
discourse  was  delivered  by  his  former  pastor  Rev.  A.  T.  Briggs,  Sup’t 
of  the  Hammond  District.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Monticello 
cemetery.  ’ ’ 

Milton  K.  Reiff.  One  mile  west  of  Burnettsville  is  the  beautiful 
Fair  View  Stock  Farm  of  Milton  K.  Reiff.  The  Reiff  family  arrived 
in  Burnettsville  by  train  in  August,  1870,  and  thus  for  forty-five  years 
have  been  closely  identified  with  the  agricultural,  civic  and  general 
community  life  of  White  County.  Milton  K.  Reiff  was  then  a small  boy, 
and  his  own  career  has  been  in  keeping  with  the  substantial  traditions  of 
the  family  in  a business  way,  and  he  has  added  much  to  the  dignified 
associations  of  the  name.  His  grandfather,  Christian  Reiff,  was  a Penn- 
sylvania man  who  made  no  little  reputation  as  an  inventor.  He  was  the 
inventor  of  a clover  huller,  which  for  years  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  machines  of  its  kind.  He  also  patented  a combined  grain  thresher 
and  clover  huller.  For  many  years  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  C.  H. 
Reiff  Manufacturing  Company  in  Pennsylvania.  He  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Tennessee  and  thence  to  Cass  County,  Indiana.  He 
lived  in  White  County  a few  years,  but  died  at  Flora  in  Carroll  County 
when  about  eighty  years  of  age.  Christian  Reiff  married  Elizabeth 
Titlow,  and  both  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  T.  Reiff,  father  of  Milton  K.,  was  born  in  Chester  County, 
Pennsylvania,  September  18,  1832,  the  third  in  a family  of  ten  children 
born  to  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Titlow)  Reiff.  J.  T.  Reiff  assisted  his 
father  at  farming  and  manufacturing  until  1861,  and  then  conducted  a 
tannery  at  McVeytown,  Pennsylvania,  for  eighteen  months.  He  then 
returned  to  his  father’s  factory  near  Harleton,  Pennsylvania,  and  kept 
the  accounts  until  1868.  After  that  he  conducted  a tannery  at  Harleton 
until  about  1867,  and  in  that  year  accompanied  his  father  to  Tennessee. 
Three  years  later  he  came  to  White  County,  and  in  the  following  spring 
bought  a farm  of  120  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  eighty  acres,  and 
was  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  business  men  in  White  County. 
He  died  at  Burnettsville  September  20,  1899,  having  lived  retired  in  that 
village  for  five  years.  His  fortune  was  estimated  at  about  $15,000,  and 
he  also  suffered  severe  reverses  by  the  loss  of  two  carloads  of  leather  on 
account  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  His  widow  is  still  living,  making 
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her  home  with  her  son  Milton.  Joseph  T.  Reiff  was  a republican,  a 
man  of  quiet  and  unostentatious  demeanor,  was  active  in  church  and  was 
a deacon  therein  at  the  time  of  his  death.  J.  T.  Reiff  was  married  May 
3,  1859,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Kleckner,  a daughter  of  David  and  Esther 
(Wingard)  Kleckner.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  October  18,  1834. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  their  union  three  grew  to  maturity : Milton 
K. ; Lillie  J.,  who  married  Frank  Fisher ; and  Mary  Emma,  who  married 
Philip  Amick.  J.  T.  Reiff  and  wife  were  members  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Conservative  Branch  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  now  known 
as  the  Brethren  Church,  and  he  wTas  chosen  a deacon  in  that  organiza- 
tion in  1874. 

Milton  K.  Reiff  was  born  at  McVeytown,  Pennsylvania,  June  15, 
1860,  and  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  at  Burnettsville 
in  White  County.  On  the  24th  of  February,  1885,  he  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  one  of  White  County’s  substantial  families,  Emma  J.  Godlove,  a 
daughter  of  Perry  Godlove,  a record  of  which  family  will  be  found  on 
other  pages.  To  their  union  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy  and  the  other  three  are : Maude,  now  teaching  school  near 

Goshen,  Indiana ; Minnie  M.,  living  at  home ; and  Russell  G.,  attending 
school  at  Burnettsville. 

Milton  K.  Reiff  grew  up  on  a farm,  and  in  the  intervals  of  farm  labor 
and  other  work  acquired  a substantial  education,  at  first  from  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Burnettsville  and  later  by  normal  work  at  Monticello. 
For  one  year  he  was  a teacher,  but  farming  has  been  his  real  vocation 
in  life.  Since  April  1,  1871,  he  has  lived  continuously  on  his  present 
farm  (the  old  family  home),  near  Burnettsville.  His  principal  busi- 
ness has  been  stock  raising  and  the  breeding  up  of  thoroughbred  animals 
is  not  only  a business  but  a hobby  with  Mr.  Reiff.  He  handles  Polled- 
Durham  cattle  and  Chester  White  hogs,  and  usually  raises  enough  feed 
on  his  land  to  supply  his  ow7n  stock.  His  farm  comprises  about  300 
acres,  and  is  widely  known  under  the  title  of  the  Fair  View  Stock  Farm. 

Mr.  Reiff  has  numerous  other  worthy  relations  with  White  County. 
As  a republican  he  served  as  township  trustee  of  Jackson  Township  from 
1900  to  1905,  and  in  1914  was  the  republican  candidate  for  the  office 
of  county  commissioner,  but  was  defeated  with  other  party  candidates. 
Since  1899  he  has  been  a deacon  in  the  Brethren  Church,  and  his  wife 
and  all  the  children  are  members  of  the  same  denomination.  Mr.  Reiff 
is  a stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of  Burnettsville,  and  is  president  and 
a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Burnettsville  Elevator 
Company. 
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Elam  Scroggs.  Prominent  among  the  energetic  and  hardy  young 
lads  who  actively  assisted  in  developing  and  advancing  the  agricultural 
resources  of  White  County  was  Elam  Scroggs,  who  came  to  this  section 
of  Indiana  soon  after  entering  his  ’teens,  and  though  but  a boy  per- 
formed his  full  share  of  the  labor  required  to  redeem  a farm  from  its 
primeval  wildness.  A son  of  David  and  Margaret  (Delzell)  Scroggs, 
who  migrated  from  North  Carolina  to  Blount  County,  Tennessee,  he 
was  born  July  15,  1822,  on  the  parental  homestead. 

When  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  parents  made  an  overland 
trip  to  Indiana,  locating  in  White  County,  not  far  from  Idaville,  where 
they  entered  120  acres  of  land,  from  which  they  improved  a homestead. 
David  Scroggs  was  a natural  mechanic,  and  for  several  years  followed 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  to  some  extent.  Beginning  life  on  his  own 
account,  Elam  Scroggs  chose  the  pleasant  and  profitable  occupation  to 
which  he  was  reared,  and  as  a general  farmer  met  with  well-deserved 
success,  becoming  owner  of  a finely  improved  estate,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  February  27,  1873. 

Mr.  Scroggs  married  Hannah  Beard,  who  was  born  December  19, 
1827,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Beard,  and  of  their  union  eight 
children  were  born,  as  follows : Nancy,  deceased ; Margaret,  now  Mrs. 

Watkins;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Roby;  Arminda;  Mrs.  Amanda  McCall;  Rosa; 
Mrs.  Martha  Patten;  and  David  T.  Mr.  Scroggs  was  a democrat  in 
politics,  and  always  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  matters.  He 
was  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at  Idaville,  and  on 
account  of  his  church  affiliation  never  joined  any  fraternal  order. 
Mrs.  Scroggs,  a woman  of  superior  business  ability,  acquired  what  in 
her  day  was  a liberal  education,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  throughout 
the  community. 

David  T.  Scroggs,  the  youngest  member  of  the  parental  household, 
was  born  February  26,  1865.  He,  too,  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  and  as  a young  man  taught  school  successfully  for  three 
terms.  He  now  follows  farming  and  stock-raising,  having  eighty  acres 
of  well-cultivated  land,  to  the  care  of  which  he  is  devoting  his  time  and 
attention.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  voting  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  conscience,  regardless  of  party  restrictions.  He  is  not  affiliated 
with  any  secret  organization. 

William  E.  Myers.  A courageous  soldier  in  the  dark  days  of  the 
rebellion,  a man  who  has  fought  the  good  fight  in  all  the  occupations 
and  relations  of  a busy  career,  and  honored  alike  in  his  home  and  among 
his  neighbors,  Mr.  Myers  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Burnettsville. 
His  home  has  been  in  that  village  for  half  a century,  and  of  that  group 
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of  citizens  who  were  of  adult  age  when  he  came  there  he  is  now  the  last 
survivor. 

His  family  has  lived  in  White  County  since  1859,  in  which  year 
his  parents,  Michael  and  Eleia  (Lemmon)  Myers  came  from  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio.  His  grandfather,  Frederick  Myers,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America  made  his  home  near  Cincinnati. 
At  one  time  he  owned  about  500  acres  of  land  now  included  in  that 
city  and  its  suburbs.  Michael  Myers  was  one  of  the  youngest  in  his 
father  ’s  family,  and  spent  most  of  his  youth  in  the  home  of  a man  named 
Wilson  near  Piqua,  Ohio.  He  was  a carpenter  and  millwright  by  trade 
and  after  his  marriage  he  bought  ten  acres  of  land  where  Putnam, 
Ohio,  was  later  built,  now  included  in  the  City  of  Zanesville.  After 
selling  that  place  he  moved  to  Guernsey  County  near  Cambridge,  and 
in  1859  brought  his  family  to  White  County,  locating  in  Princeton 
Township,  about  two  miles  southeast  of  where  the  Village  of  Wolcott 
now  stands.  His  death  occurred  in  this  county  June  8,  1863.  Up  to 
1856  he  had  been  a whig  voter,  and  afterwards  was  a republican.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  They  had  six 
children:  Noble,  who  died  in  1833  when  an  infant;  William  E. ; Asa  L., 
who  was  born  in  1844  and  now  lives  at  Bluffton,  Indiana ; Nancy  Sarah, 
who  was  born  in  1847,  and  is  now  deceased ; Frank  C.,  born  in  1851  and 
now  lives  at  Warren,  Indiana;  and  Adda,  who  was  born  in  1853  and 
died  in  infancy. 

William  E.  Myers  was  born  in  Ohio  December  18,  1841.  He  had  not 
yet  reached  his  majority  when  the  war  broke  out  and  he  responded 
to  the  call  for  troops  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  He  enlisted  at  Wolcott 
December  12,  1861,  and  a little  later  was  mustered  in  at  Logansport 
in  Company  G of  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  his  captain  being 
R.  W.  Sill.  When  in  the  army,  a spell  of  measles  had  left  him  with 
weak  lungs  and  it  was  on  account  of  this  disability  that  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge  from  the  regiment  on  April  8,  1862.  He  came  home 
and  in  a few  weeks  had  recovered  sufficiently  so  that  he  again  proffered 
his  services  to  the  Union.  He  enlisted  at  Wolcott  and  on  being  sent  to 
Indianapolis  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Company  G of  the  Sixty-third 
Indiana  Infantry,  under  Captain  Holloway.  His  second  enlistment  was 
on  August  10,  1862.  He  continued  with  the  army  until  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  June  21,  1865,  hav- 
ing fought  until  the  Confederacy  had  completely  crumbled.  He  saw  a 
great  deal  of  hard  fighting  while  with  the  Sixty -third.  He  was  engaged 
in  guard  duty  chiefly  up  to  the  fall  of  1863,  when  it  marched  from 
Covington  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  then  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments of  Strawberry  Plains,  Salt  Creek,  and  in  the  fighting  around 
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Chattanooga.  He  was  a participant  in  the  almost  continuous  fighting 
for  100  days  during  Sherman’s  advance  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
including  the  battles  around  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  After  the  fall 
of  that  stronghold  of  Confederacy  he  returned  with  Scofield’s  army  in 
pursuit  of  Hood,  and  took  part  in  both  the  bloody  battles  of  Franklin 
and  Nashville  during  the  closing  weeks  of  1864.  His  command  then 
followed  the  shattered  forces  of  Hood  to  Mussell  Shoals  on  the  Tennes- 
see River,  subsequently  went  up  the  Ohio  River  on  boats  to  Cincinnati, 
was  transferred  east  of  the  mountains  to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  later  to 
Fort  Fisher,  on  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  thence  up  Cape  Fear 
River  to  Goldsboro,  from  there  to  Raleigh,  and  was  at  Greensboro  when 
Johnston  surrendered  his  army  to  Sherman. 

Mr.  Myers  reached  his  mother’s  home  in  White  County  July  4,  1865. 
After  his  father  died  his  mother  had  moved  to  Burnettsville,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  that  village  November  8,  1866.  Prior  to  entering  the 
army  Mr.  Myers,  in  addition  to  gaining  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  had  served  an  apprenticeship  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  at 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  under  John  Swan.  He  also  worked  for  a Mr. 
Newman  at  Wolcott,  and  while  there  welded  the  first  piece  of  iron  in 
the  village.  On  returning  from  the  army  he  established  a blacksmith 
shop  at  Burnettsville,  and  that  was  the  steady  and  dignified  vocation 
which  followed  continuously  up  to  his  retirement  in  December,  1912. 
Few  men  continue  one  employment  for  so  many  years  as  Mr.  Myers, 
who  was  a blacksmith  fully  fifty-three  years.  Since  his  retirement  he 
has  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  his  good  home  in  Burnettsville.  He  owns 
three  acres  of  land  around  his  house  and  barn,  and  has  everything  he 
needs  for  the  evening  years  of  life. 

On  March  1,  1867,  Mr.  Myers  married  Mary  A.  Robbins,  a daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Mary  Robbins,  who  came  to  White  County  as  early  settlers 
in  1855.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  were  born  six  children. 
Addie  L.,  the  oldest,  lives  at  Burnettsville  with  her  husband,  Frank 
McCully,  and  of  her  eight  children  four  are  still  living.  The  next  chil- 
dren, Gertrude  B.  and  Jesse  C.  and  Louis  B.,  all  died  in  infancy.  Mary 
E.,  the  widow  of  Wilson  Coble,  by  who  she  has  one  living  child,  resides 
with  her  father  at  Burnettsville  and  is  the  chief  comfort  of  his  old 
age.  Adoka  L.,  the  sixth  child,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Caley  and  they 
have  their  home  in  Burnettsville  and  are  the  parents  of  three  children. 

Mr.  Myers  is  one  of  the  honored  old  soldiers  of  White  County  and 
is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Monticello.  He  belonged  to  a 
regiment  which  sustained  heavy  losses  during  the  war,  and  when  his 
regiment  was  discharged  there  were  only  thirty-three  men  to  the  com- 
pany. While  an  out  and  out  republican,  Mr.  Myers  has  never  cared  for 
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the  honors  of  office.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  has  been  a liberal  contributor  to  church  and  other 
causes.  His  daughter  Mary  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Rebekahs.  At 
one  time  Mr.  Myers  served  as  a member  of  the  school  board  and  on  the 
town  council,  and  he  has  always  been  a citizen  whose  character  and  con- 
duct have  commanded  respect  and  confidence. 

George  T.  Townsley.  Occupying  a well  kept  and  well  improved 
estate  in  Jackson  Township,  George  T.  Townsley  has  shown  marked 
ability  in  the  management  of  his  agricultural  interests,  and  has  won  an 
honored  position  among  the  practical  and  progressive  farmers  of  White 
County.  A son  of  the  late  Cyrus  Townsley,  he  was  born  August  29, 
1864,  in  Green  County,  Ohio.  His  Grandfather  Townsley  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  this  country,  and  after  his  marriage  with  a fair  German 
maiden  located  in  Ohio. 

Cyrus  Townsley  was  born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  and  as  a boy  became 
familiar  with  the  various  branches  of  agriculture.  Coming  with  his 
family  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1865,  he  bought  land 
in  Jackson  Township,  south  of  Burnettsville,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  growing  until  about  1868,  and  then  moved  to  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  George  T.  Townsley,  where  he  lived 
until  1893,  moving  then  to  Idaville  and  January  29,  1908,  he  died  on 
the  home  place.  He  was  a republican  in  politics,  taking  much  interest 
in  local  affairs,  and  in  religion  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  married  first,  in  Ohio,  Sophia  Allen,  who  died  May  1, 
1871,  in  Jackson  Township,  on  the  home  farm,  leaving  five  children 
as  follows:  Corena,  Josephine,  George  T.,  Margaret  and  Martha.  He 
married  second,  Margaret  Neal,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Newton  Towns- 
ley. She  survived  him,  and  at  her  death,  March  29,  1914,  her  body  was 
laid  beside  his  and  that  of  his  first  wife  in  the  cemetery  at  Idaville. 

About  a year  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  White  County, 
George  T.  Townsley  here  acquired  a practical  common  school  education 
and  an  excellent  knowledge  of  general  agriculture.  Beginning  life  on 
his  own  account  in  1889,  he  profited  by  his  father’s  example  and  experi- 
ence, and  possessing  sound  sense,  good  judgment,  and  an  energetic 
nature,  he  has  been  quite  successful  in  the  work  to  which  he  has  given 
his  time  and  attention  since  early  youth.  In  1893  Mr.  Townsley  moved 
to  the  farm  of  165  acres  which  he  now  occupies,  located  on  section  27, 
Jackson  Township,  and  has  since  continued  the  improvements  previously 
inaugurated,  his  father  having  erected  the  house  and  barns.  The  greater 
part  of  this  land  is  under  culture,  and  everything  about  the  premises 
is  indicative  of  the  care  and  supervision  of  an  excellent  manager. 


730 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


Mr.  Townsley  married  November  23,  1893,  Alice  McCully,  daughter 
of  William  and  Catherine  (Heiny)  McCully,  and  into  their  household 
five  children  were  horn,  namely:  Harley,  Val  Allen,  Beatrice,  one 

deceased,  and  Josephine.  Mrs.  Townsley ’s  father  died  in  1885,  but  her 
mother  is  still  living,  residing  in  Idaville.  Politically  Mr.  Townsley 
supports  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  in  national  issues,  but 
in  local  affairs  he  votes  for  the  best  men  and  measures,  regardless  of 
party  restrictions. 

Lincoln  M.  Fraser.  Few  if  any  families  in  White  County  have  a 
better  claim  to  distinction  by  reason  of  length  of  residence  than  the 
Frasers,  a family  which  settled  in  the  wilderness  of  this  section  of  In- 
diana more  than  eighty  years  ago,  and  in  its  various  generations  has 
given  both  men  and  women  who  have  been  effective  workers  in  their 
respective  spheres  and  have  contributed  much  both  to  earty  and  later 
developments. 

Mahlon  Fraser,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America  as  well  as  in 
White  County,  was  a native  of  Scotland.  He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  first 
located  in  Ohio,  and  from  there  removed  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in 
1832.  Very  few  white  people  inhabited  this  county  at  the  time,  and  the 
Indians  were  more  numerous  than  the  whites.  Mahlon  Fraser  located 
in  the  woods  of  Union  Township,  and  built  a hewed  log  house  about  two 
miles  south  of  the  present  site  of  Monticello.  While  still  engaged  in  his 
pioneer  activities  his  life  was  cut  short  by  death  January  15,  1841,  aged 
fifty-one  years  ten  months.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  November  26,  1868, 
aged  seventy-one  years  eleven  months  two  days.  They  had  a family  of 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely:  John,  Joseph  A., 

George,  Mahlon,  William,  Anna,  Mary,  Maximillie,  Elizabeth  and  Mariah. 

William  Fraser,  one  of  the  sons  of  this  family  born  to  Mahlon  and 
Elizabeth  Fraser,  had  as  his  birthplace  the  old  homestead  south  of  Monti- 
cello, and  there  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  born  October  6,  1836,  and 
died  May  23,  1879,  aged  forty- two  years  sevep  months  seventeen  days. 
He  was  married  December  2,  1858,  to  Miss  Maria  L.  Roberts,  who  was 
born  March  31,  1839.  She  still  survives  and  has  her  home  at  Delphi. 
After  their  marriage  they  lived  for  one  year  on  a farm  in  Monon  Town- 
ship and  then  returned  to  the  old  Fraser  homestead.  William  Fraser 
and  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children : Martha  S.,  who  was  born 
February  22,  1860,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Van  Natta  and  lives  in 
Carroll  County ; Lincoln  M.,  born  September  15,  1861 ; and  Edwin  J., 
who  was  born  January  26,  1866,  married  Hattie  Murphy  and  is  also  a 
farmer  in  Carroll  County.  William  Fraser  spent  all  his  life  as  a farmer, 
in  politics  he  was  a republican,  while  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
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the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Concerning  his  religious  life  as  well 
as  his  secular  career  the  following  article  written  at  the  time  of  his  death 
will  serve  as  a valuable  record : ‘ 1 Brother  Fraser  belonged  to  a pioneer 
family  of  White  County,  his  parents  having  emigrated  to  the  county  over 
fifty  years  ago  and  constituted  one  of  those  families  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Pretty  Prairie.  He  was  nurtured  and  educated  in  western  habits  and 
formulas  and  from  his  early  manhood  became  an  important  factor  in 
building  up  the  material  and  moral  interests  of  society.  At  an  early  period 
of  his  life  he  identified  himself  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  con- 
tinued an  efficient  and  honored  member  to  the  time  of  his  death.  For 
several  years  he  was  a citizen  of  Monticello  and  by  his  correct  deport- 
ment and  habits  impressed  himself  upon  the  community  as  one  of  her 
best  citizens  and  upon  the  church  as  one  of  her  most  consistent  members. 
Brother  Fraser  was  not  simply  a nominal  member  of  the  church  but  an 
ardent  lover  within  her  gates  and  an  earnest  worker  within  her  walls. 
He  was  emphatically  a worker  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  He  held  an 
official  relation  to  the  church  for  a long  time,  always  ready  to  give  his 
counsel  in  devising  plans  for  her  spiritual  and  temporal  advancement 
and  supporting  it  most  liberally  with  his  means.  Of  him  it  may  be  said 
he  did  what  he  could  but  he  is  gone  from  us  to  dwell  in  the  Church 
Triumphant.  To  his  family  and  to  the  church  it  seems  a mystery  that 
he  should  thus  early  have  been  called  away.  But  God  knows  all  things, 
and  in  submission  to  his  will  we  humbly  bow,  feeling  that  in  his  death 
the  community  has  lost  a good  citizen,  the  church  a valuable  member  and 
his  family  an  irreparable  husband  and  father.  His  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  the  Sabbath  following  his  demise  at  his  residence,  attended  by 
a large  concourse  of  people  who  exhibited  a deep  sympathy  of  feeling  and 
after  the  sermon  following  his  remains  to . the  cemetery  in  Monticello, 
where  his  mortal  body  was  interred.  The  prayer  of  the  writer  is  that 
God  may  bless  the  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased,  make  them  good 
and  bring  them  ultimately  one  and  all  to  heaven.” 

Lincoln  M.  Fraser,  son  of  William  Fraser,  was  born  September  15, 
1861,  in  Mon  on  Township,  but  when  a year  old  came  with  his  parents  to 
the  farm  where  his  grandfather  had  settled  nearly  thirty  years  before. 
He  grew  up  in  that  neighborhood  and  received  a fair  amount  of  school- 
ing in  the  local  institutions  of  learning.  On  November  23,  1883,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lydia  M.  Worthington,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Millie. 

In  1884  Mr.  Fraser  began  the  buying  of  stock,  and  has  been  in  that 
business  ever  since  and  is  one  of  the  chief  buyers  in  this  section  of 
Indiana.  He  also  buys  produce,  and  has  an  interest  in  a meat  market  in 
Monticello.  Mr.  Fraser  is  now  a progressive  in  politics.  He  served  two 
terms  as  a member  of  the  town  council  of  Monticello,  and  for  a number 
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of  years  has  had  his  home  in  that  city.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  with  the  Lodge  and  Encampment  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  also  with  the  Order  of  Rebekahs, 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Pythian  Sisters,  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men  and  the  L.  O.  0.  M.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

George  Crissinger.  White  County  lost  one  of  its  ablest  farmers  and 
most  capable  citizens  in  the  death  of  George  Crissinger  on  December  19, 
1912.  Mr.  Crissinger  had  for  more  than  thirty  years  been  active  in  his 
business  and  as  a home  maker  in  Cass  Township,  and  had  a large  and 
well  adapted  farm  in  section  3 of  that  locality.  He  was  industrious, 
knew  farming  in  all  its  details,  and  came  to  possess  a faculty  for  suc- 
ceeding in  practically  every  enterprise  he  undertook.  His  name  was  also 
a synonym  for  honesty  and  upright  living,  and  he  was  one  of  the  best 
representatives  of  White  County  people. 

George  Crissinger  was  born  in  Indiana  Creek  Township,  Pulaski 
County,  Indiana,  November  4,  1852,  the  sixth  in  a family  of  seven  born 
to  Daniel  and  Matilda  (Plotner)  Crissinger.  The  family  was  of  German 
stock,  having  first  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  later  moving  out  to 
Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  where  George’s  parents  both  died.  He  grew 
up  in  that  county,  received  only  a common  school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  On  July  4,  1874,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  A.  Gaby,  daughter  of  George  and  Lois  (Randall) 
Gaby  of  Pulaski  County.  To  their  marriage  were  born  seven  children: 
Matilda,  deceased;  Stella  Melissa;  James  E.;  Blanche  and  Leola,  de- 
ceased; Leona  and  Iona,  twins.  Mr.  Crissinger  was  also  survived  by 
seven  grandchildren,  one  brother,  two  sisters,  while  a host  of  relatives 
and  friends  paid  due  respect  to  the  honored  citizen  whose  life  for  more 
than  sixty  years  had  been  one  to  command  respect  and  admiration. 

George  Crissinger  and  wife  removed  to  White  County  in  1880,  and 
located  in  the  woods  of  Cass  Township.  From  Joseph  Nice  they  bought 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  of  land,  with  practically  no  improve- 
ments, and  set  themselves  industriously  to  the  task  of  creating  a home. 
In  that  Mr.  Crissinger  was  duly  successful,  and  when  he  died  left  some 
extensive  improvements  in  the  way  of  residence  and  farm  buildings  and 
a general  increase  in  the  value  and  productiveness  of  his  fields.  He  was 
a democrat  in  politics  but  cared  little  for  the  excitement  of  party  con- 
tests. He  was  a member  of  the  New  Dunkards  Church.  He  had  first 
united  with  the  Christian  Church  at  Indian  Creek  in  1873,  but  later  he 
and  his  wife  became  identified  with  the  New  Dunkards.  His  chief  inter- 
ests were  home  and  church  and  he  was  a trustee  of  the  Indian  Creek 
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Church,  to  which  all  the  members  of  his  family  belonged  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  daughters. 

James  Edward  Crissinger,  who  is  now  the  active  representative  of  the 
family  in  Cass  Township,  was  married  November  30,  1907,  to  Miss  Cora 
Hall,  whose  people  came  to  White  County  from  Boone  County,  Indiana. 
Her  parents  were  John  and  Vashti  (Henry)  Hall,  both  still  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Crissinger  have  four  children : Ralph  W. ; William  A. ; 
Fern,  who  is  deceased ; and  Mary  Y. 

David  Imler.  When  mention  is  given  to  those  families  who  were 
actively  identified  with  the  early  development  of  White  County, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Imlers,  who  were  established  in  this 
part  of  Northwestern  Indiana  more  than  sixty  years  ago  and  whose 
names  have  been  significant  of  the  best  qualities  associated  with  the 
sturdy  early  settlers.  While  David  Imler  was  a child  when  brought  to 
the  county  he  has  himself  spent  nearly  fifty  years  of  honored  and  sub- 
stantial manhood  in  this  county  and  is  a farmer  and  citizen  who  stands 
among  the  leaders  in  Liberty  Township.  He  owns  a valuable  and 
well  improved  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  14  of  that  township. 

Born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  December  1,  1848,  a son  of  Henry  and 
Hannah  (Walters)  Imler,  he  accompanied  them  to  White  County  in 
1851.  The  Imlers  are  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock,  and  both  the  parents 
were  born  in  this  country  and  were  married  in  Ohio.  On  coming  to 
White  County  they  located  in  that  portion  of  Liberty  Township  where 
David  Imler  has  long  had  his  home.  They  bought  eighty  acres  from 
William  Connell  and  later  preempted  eighty  acres  direct  from  the 
Government.  These  two  eighties  comprise  the  farm  which  in  its  present 
state  of  development  belongs  to  David  Imler.  Henry  Imler  was  a man 
who  possessed  great  energy  and  did  much  to  improve  his  land,  among 
other  things  carrying  out  an  extended  plan  of  ditching.  He  died  about 
twenty  years  ago,  while  his  wife  was  ninety-eight  years  old  at  the  time- 
of  her  death.  Henry  Imler  was  active  in  public  affairs  of  a local  nature 
and  in  politics  a democrat.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Both  are  now  at  rest  in  the  Indian  Creek  Cemetery.  The  three 
children  living  from  the  ten  born  to  them  are  named  David,  Maria  and 
Elizabeth. 

The  boyhood  of  David  Imler  was  spent  on  the  old  farm,  and  that  has 
been  the  center  of  his  activities  since  his  early  years.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  and  gradually  assumed  many  of  the  burdens  and  responsi- 
bilities of  the  farm  management.  During  his  active  years  he  has  profit- 
ably carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  has  been  pros- 
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pered  beyond  the  average.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat  and  takes  a good 
citizen’s  interest  in  affairs. 

Since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  Mr.  Imler  has  had  the  responsi- 
bilities of  a family  and  thus  he  and  his  good  wife  have  always  been 
associated  in  creating  their  destiny.  On  December  20,  1871,  Mr.  Imler 
married  Christyanna  Smith,  a daughter  of  Charles  G.  and  Rieuann 
(Mattix)  Smith.  In  the  years  that  followed  six  children  blessed  their 
home:  Samuel;  Rebecca  Ann,  who  married  Jacob  Hepp ; Delilah,  who 

married  Charles  Bell ; Silas,  deceased ; one  that  died  in  infancy ; and 
Loretta,  deceased. 

Reuben  Imler.  The  late  Reuben  Imler  was  a resident  of  White 
County  from  childhood  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
his  fine  homestead  farm,  in  Liberty  Township,  on  the  31st  of  October, 
1905.  He  was  a man  of  utmost  rectitude  and  integrity,  marked  the 
passing  years  with  worthy  achievement  and  accounted  well  to  himself 
and  to  the  world  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  so  that  he  naturally  held 
inviolable  place  in  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Further  data  concerning  the  family  history  is  given  on  other  pages  of 
this  work,  in  the  sketch  of  the  career  of  his  brother,  David  Imler.  He 
whose  name  initiates  this  memoir  was  a man  of  deepest  loyalty  and 
patriotism,  and  he  honored  Indiana  by  his  faithful  and  valiant  service 
as  a soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war. 

Reuben  Imler  was  a son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Walters)  Imler 
and  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1841,  so 
that  he  was  sixty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  TLe  family 
removal  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  occurred  in  1852,  when  Reuben  was  a lad 
of  eleven  years,  and  settlement  was  made  on  a pioneer  farm  in  Liberty 
Township,  White  County,  where  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared 
to  maturity  and  duly  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  period.  He  here  continued  to  be  actively  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  found 
his  youthful  patriotism  roused  to  responsive  protest  and  finally,  on  the 
4th  of  January,  1864,  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  continued 
in  active  and  efficient  service  until  fully  a year  after  the  surrender  of 
General  Lee,  his  honorable  discharge  having  been  received  April  10, 
1866.  He  won  promotion  to  the  office  of  corporal  and  was  discharged 
with  this  rank.  The  exposures  and  other  hardships  incidental  to  his 
military  service  made  severe  inroads  on  his  constitution  and  he  never 
fully  regained  his  physical  well-being.  His  continued  interest  in  his  old 
comrades  in  arms  was  shown  by  his  active  affiliation  with  the  Grand 
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Army  of  the  Republic,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  took  an  active  part,  his 
political  allegiance  having  been  given  to  the  democratic  party,  but  the 
only  public  office  of  which  he  consented  to  become  the  incumbent  was 
that  of  township  assessor,  in  which  he  served  one  term,  in  1880.  He  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Church  of  God,  familiarly  designated  as  the 
New  Dunkard  Church,  and  of  the  same  his  widow  has  long  been  a devoted 
adherent. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Imler  returned  to  White  County  and  here  the 
residue  of  his  career  was  one  of  close  and  active  identification  with  the 
basic  industries  of  agriculture  and  stock-growing,  in  which  connection 
he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  forty  acres, 
21/2  miles  west  of  the  Village  of  Sitka,  where  his  widow  still  resides  and 
retains  the  ownership  of  the  property,  the  same  having  been  brought 
into  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  equipped  with  the  best  of  improved 
ments  by  Mr.  Imler,  who  was  known  for  his  progressiveness  and  good 
judgment  in  the  carrying  forward  of  his  farm  operations.  Mr.  Imler 
was  the  incarnation  of  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose,  punctilious  in 
meeting  all  financial  obligations,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  not  a cent 
of  indebtedness  rested  upon  his  estate. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1867,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Imler  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bailey,  who  was  born  January  20,  1847,  and 
who  is  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  Bailey,  who  came  to  White 
County  in  1859,  from  Tippecanoe  County,  Mr.  Bailey  having  become  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  of  White  County,  where-  he  and  his  wife 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

In  conclusion  is  entered  brief  record  concerning  the  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Imler  : Margaret  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Sanford  Luse,  of 
Liberty  Township,  and  they  have  one  child,  Clementine ; Sylvester 
Francis,  who  is  a resident  of  Steptoe,  Whitman  County,  Washington, 
married  Mahal ia  Rowan  and  they  have  four  children, — Maria,  Emma, 
Reuben  and  Alwilda;  Estella  Blanche  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Conwell,  of 
Liberty  Township,  this  county,  and  they  have  six  children, — Clarence, 
Dale,  Mildred,  Cassius,  Stanley  and  Margaret ; Olive  Clementine  died 
when  young;  Cassius  D.  is  individually  mentioned  on  other  pages  of  this 
publication;  and  Alwilda  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Charles  B.  Wilson,  of 
Honey  Creek  Township,  this  county,  their  three  children  being  Enid  E., 
Grace  and  Donna  Blanche. 

Reuben  Imler  was  a man  of  broad  human  sympathies  and  was  always 
ready  to  aid  those  in  affliction,  and  in  their  home  he  and  his  good  wife 
reared  three  children  besides  their  own,  besides  giving  fostering  care  to 
several  other  children  in  indigent  circumstances.  He  was  a man  of  broad 
mental  ken  and  was  a specially  earnest  student  of  the  Bible.  His  remains 
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were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Warden  Cemetery,  in  Liberty  Township,  and 
his  memory  is  held  in  lasting  honor  in  the  county  where  he  long  lived 
and  labored  to  goodly  ends. 

Cassius  D.  Imler.  He  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph  is  a rep- 
resentative of  the  third  generation  of  the  Imler  family  in  White  County 
and  is  well  upholding  the  prestige  of  a name  that  has  been  signally 
honored  in  connection  with  civic  and  industrial  activities  in  this  com- 
munity. By  virtue  of  the  fact  that  on  other  pages  of  this  volume  is 
entered  a memorial  tribute  to  Mr.  Imler ’s  father,  the  late  Reuben  Imler, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  data  in  the  present  article.  In  the 
Village  of  Sitka,  in  Liberty  Township,  Cassius  E).  Imler  conducts  a 
thriving  general  merchandise  business,  and  the  success  of  this  enterprise 
rests  securely  upon  adequate  service,  fair  and  honorable  methods  and 
the  personal  popularity  of  the  progressive  and  energetic  proprietor  of 
the  business. 

On  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Liberty  Township,  where  his  widowed 
mother  still  resides,  Cassius  D.  Imler  was  born  on  the  30th  of  July,  1880, 
and  he  early  began  to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  work  of  the  home  farm, 
the  while  he  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public  schools 
of  the  county.  He  continued  his  association  with  agricultural  pursuits 
until  he  had  attained  to  his  legal  majority,  and  he  has  since  developed 
marked  ability  in  connection  with  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he 
acquired  practical  experience  prior  to  establishing  his  present  inde- 
pendent enterprise  in  this  line.  In  1903  Mr.  Imler  was  employed  in  the 
general  store  of  Charles  Frost,  at  Sitka,  and  in  the  following  year  he 
occupied  a clerical  position  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  Marsh 
Brothers,  at  Burnettsville,  this  county.  For  the  ensuing  five  years  he 
was  again  associated  with  the  work  and  management  of  the  home  farm, 
after  the  death  of  his  honored  father,  and  on  the  30th  of  October,  1912, 
about  one  year  after  his  marriage,  he  purchased  the  general  store  of 
Pearl  Frost,  at  Sitka,  where  he  has  since  continued  the  business,  the 
same  having  increased  materially  in  scope  and  importance  under  his 
effective  administration.  Mr.  Imler  is  essentially  one  of  the  representa- 
tive citizens  of  his  native  township  and  is  progressive  and  public-spirited 
in  his  civic  attitude.  Aligned  as  a staunch  advocate  and  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  democratic  party,  he  has  taken  a lively  interest  in 
local  affairs  of  public  order  and  he  is  now  serving  with  marked  efficiency 
as  township  trustee,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  assumed  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1915.  At  Monticello  Mr.  Imler  is  affiliated  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
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Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  Sitka,  in  which  he  is  a teacher  in  the 
Sunday  School. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1911,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Imler  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Collins,  who  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
Ohio,  August  23,  1876,  a daughter  of  Francis  E.  and  Julia  Ann  (Gra- 
ham) Collins,  in  whose  family  were  four  children,  one  son  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  three  are  living:  Lina,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harry 

Lucas,  of  Pontiac,  Illinois,  and  a contractor;  Mrs.  Imler;  and  William, 
a resident  of  Buffalo,  Indiana.  Mr.  Collins,  the  father,  was  a native  of 
Ohio  and  an  agriculturist.  From  Ohio  he  moved  to  Illinois  in  1884,  and 
after  about  twenty  years  in  the  latter  state  came  to  Monticello,  White 
County,  Indiana.  He  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party. 
Mrs.  Collins,  also  a native  of  Ohio,  died  in  August,  1909.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Union  Church.  Mrs.  Imler  supplemented  her 
common  school  training  by  attendance  at  the  Gibson  City,  Illinois,  High 
School,  of  which  she  is  a graduate,  and  by  two  terms  at  the  Summer 
Normal  at  Normal,  Illinois.  She  then  became  a successful  teacher  and 
taught  eleven  years  in  Ford  County  and  three  years  in  White  County. 
The  only  child  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Imler  is  a daughter,  Olive 
Ruth. 

Layton  M.  North.  With  the  increasing  perspective  of  national  life 
more  and  more  honor  will  be  shown  to  the  veterans  of  the  great  war 
which  cemented  the  integrity  of  the  union  of  states.  It  has  been  the 
good  fortune  of  Liberty  Township  to  have  among  its  residents  for  more 
than  thirty  years  one  of  these  veterans  in  the  person  of  Layton  M.  North, 
whose  long  life  has  not  been  without  important  accomplishment  in  other 
directions  though  his  services  during  the  days  of  trial  in  the  ’60s  must 
constitute  a perpetual  debt  of  gratitude  upon  the  future  generation. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Layton  M.  North  was  born  in  Miami  County  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1837,  a son  of  William  M.  and  Esther  (Hall)  North.  The  North 
family  has  long  been  identified  with  America,  and  was  established  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  about  the  time  Lord  Baltimore  established 
his  colonies  in  Maryland.  Mr.  North’s  great-grandfather,  John  North, 
served  as  a soldier  under  General  Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  with  that  great  general  at  Valley  Forge.  The  grandfather, 
also  named  John  North,  and  his  brother,  Joseph,  were  both  soldiers  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  the  former  drove  a six-horse  team  and  the  latter 
led  four  pack  horses  from  Fort  Wayne  through  to  Detroit,  Michigan, 
when  the  Indians  were  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  war  record  of 
the  family  has  been  further  perpetuated  by  Allen  A.  North,  the  son  of 
Mr.  North,  who  was  a private  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  was 
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in  Porto  Rico.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  San  Jnan  Hill,  and  well 
remembers  Colonel  Roosevelt’s  “ Rough  Riders.”  William  M.  North  and 
wife  are  both  deceased  and  are  buried  in  Miami  County,  Ohio.  Four 
of  their  eleven  children  still  survive. 

From  the  common  schools  that  existed  in  his  youth  in  Ohio  Layton 
M.  North  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  and  was  already  a 
capable  and  industrious  young  man  when  the  war  came  on.  On  October 
28,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B of  the  Seventy-first  Ohio  Infantry 
under  Colonel  Mason.  He  joined  the  army  at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  and 
was  a participant  in  those  great  campaigns  which  opened  up  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley  to  the  Union  forces.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  wounded 
and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the  fall  of  1863.  On  his  return 
to  Ohio  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  about  a year  later  assumed  new 
responsibilities  by  his  marriage  on  August  15,  1864,  to  Miss  Martha 
Tucker.  About  a year  ago  Mr.  and  Mrs.  North  celebrated  the  golden 
anniversary  of  their  wedding,  and  a large  number  of  children  and  grand- 
children as  well  as  hosts  of  friends  do  them  honor  in  their  declining 
years.  Mrs.  North  is  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Swisher) 
Tucker  of  Ohio.  To  their  marriage  were  born  ten  children:  Doshia, 

who  married  Frank  Coonrod;  Minnie  Jane,  who  married  Owen  Robison; 
Sarah  Esther,  who  married  William  Helfrich ; Ida  Maggie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years;  John  Leon;  William  Weldon;  Mary  L.,  who  mar- 
ried Wilbur  Patterson ; Allen  Arvilla ; Julius  Noah,  who  lives  in  Chicago ; 
and  Elizabeth  Caroline,  who  married  Frank  Powell. 

It  was  in  1878  that  Mr.  North  brought  his  family  to  White  County 
and  located  in  Liberty  Township.  At  that  time  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in'  section  10,  but  his  subsequent  labors  and  improve- 
ments have  almost  transformed  the  land  in  the  past  thirty-five  years. 
Lie  remodeled  the  old  home,  has  constructed  barns  and  other  outbuild- 
ings, and  after  rearing  and  carefully  providing  for  the  needs  of  his 
children  he  has  ample  provision  for  his  declining  years.  Mr.  North  is 
a Lincoln  republican  in  politics,  and  for  four  years  served  as  a justice  of 
the  peace.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Monticello  and 
with  his  family  worships  in  the  Christian  Church  at  Buffalo.  The  home 
of  this  honored  citizen  of  White  County  is  located  on  Rural  Route  No.  1 
out  of  Monticello.  In  retrospect  it  may  be  added  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
North  have  attended  the  log  cabm  schools  of  the  early  days,  where  the 
seats  were  benches,  the  writing  desks  a long  board  and  their  pens  the 
goose  quill  made  by  the  teacher.  Later,  after  the  school  days  were  ended, 
Mrs.  North  wove  flax  and  jeans  for  clothing  for  her  family,  and  also 
colored  the  yarn  for  their  socks  and  stockings,  while  Mr.  North  wielded 
the  old-fashioned  sickle  and  swung  the  cradle  from  early  morn  until 
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late  at  night.  As  the  years  have  passed  they  have  kept  pace  with 
advancements  and  improvements,  and  White  County  numbers  them 
among  her  worthy  and  substantial  citizens. 

William  Hickman.  The  substantial  kind  of  success  which  is  the 
fruit  of  hard  labor,  intelligent  performance  of  the  duties  that  are  con- 
nected with  agricultural  management,  and  the  fulfillment  of  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  by  family  and  society,  is  that  now  enjoyed  by  William 
Hickman,  who  owns  one  of  the  largest  rural  estates  in  Liberty  Township. 
About  forty  years  ago  he  began  his  independent  career  with  little  more 
than  willing  hands  and  an  earnest  purpose,  and  has  since  surrounded 
himself  with  the  comforts  of  prosperity,  with  home  and  children,  and 
with  a large  circle  of  loyal  friends. 

The  Hickman  family  have  been  identified  with  White  County  since 
the  early  ’50s,  and  William  Hickman  was  born  in  the  south  part  of 
Liberty  Township  September  30,  1857.  His  parents  were  Bluford  and 
Elizabeth  (Nichols)  Hickman.  His  parents  were  married  in  this  county, 
and  all  of  their  nine  children  are  still  living.  His  father  was  a substan- 
tial farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  died  in  1893,  being  buried  in  the  Hughes 
Cemetery.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Bluford  Hickman  was  a demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  New  Dunkard  Church.  In  his 
time  he  endured  many  of  the  vicissitudes  that  were  inseparable  from 
pioneering,  and  besides  his  material  position  left  to  his  descendants  an 
honored  name. 

After  such  education  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  local  schools,  Wil- 
liam Hickman  started  out  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to  use  his  energies  and 
talents  to  the  best  advantage  consistent  with  his  opportunities.  Farm- 
ing has  always  been  his  regular  vocation,  and  after  many  years  of  well 
directed  effort  he  now  finds  himself  the  possessor  of  a good  acreage  and 
also  town  property.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  family 
affiliate  with  the  Christian  Church. 

The  most  important  event  in  his  early  career  was  his  marriage  on 
June  6,  1885,  to  Miss  Margaret  Jarringer,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  (Travis)  Jarringer.  The  father  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
Indiana,  in  1838.  In  1875  he  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating 
in  Liberty  Township,  where  he  died  in  1906  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  He  owned  a farm  each  in  Howard  and  White  counties.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  affiliated 
with  the  republican  party.  Mrs.  Jarringer  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  October  24,  1840,  and  came  to  Indiana  with  her  sister,  Elizabeth 
Williams,  when  but  eight  years  of  age.  She  is  still  a resident  of  Liberty 
Township.  Mrs.  Hickman  was  born  in  Howard  County,  Indiana,  July 
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8,  1868,  and  was  but  a child  of  seven  years  when  she  came  to  White 
County,  which  has  continued  her  home  since  that  time.  She  is  a lady  of 
great  energy  and  executive  ability,  and  has  been  a constant  aid  to  her 
husband  in  business  and  home  affairs.  They  started  their  married  life 
with  but  twenty-two  acres  of  land,  on  which  was  a small  mortgage,  and 
they  are  now  the  owners  of  404  acres  in  Liberty  Township,  besides  town 
property,  and  they  reside  in  the  Village  of  Buffalo,  one-half  mile  from 
one  of  their  farms  and  iy2  miles  from  the  other.  Seven  of  their  nine 
children  are  also  alive.  For  thirty  years  now  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hickman 
have  shared  the  struggles  and  successes  of  their  career,  and  have  a fine 
family  of  children  to  do  them  honor.  These  children  are  named : Wal- 
ter ; Gustavus,  deceased ; May  and  Fay,  twins,  both  deceased ; Amy,  wife 
of  Frank  Richardson  of  Logansport;  and  James.  Walter  Hickman 
resides  on  his  parents’  estate,  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  is  a 
democrat  politically,  and  affiliates  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Red  Men 
at  Monticello.  He  married  Eva  Siddle,  and  they  have  two  children, 
William  E.,  Jr.,  and  Geneva  V.  Amy  G.  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Richardson,  of  Logansport,  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  and  they  have  a daughter,  Helen  Marguerite.  Mrs.  Richard- 
son graduated  from  the  common  schools  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen,  and 
she  is  a member  of  the  Church  of  God.  James  Hickman  follows  farm- 
ing. He  is  a democrat  politically,  affiliates  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Red  Men  and  is  a member  of  the  New  Light  Church. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Lindhorst.  A man  of  earnest  convictions,  strong  char- 
acter, and  deep  consecration,  Rev.  J.  H.  Lindhorst,  pastor  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds,  is  devoted,  heart  and  soul,  to  the 
work  of  the  Christian  ministry.  Born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  March  21, 
1872,  he  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1887,  and  was  here  fitted 
for  the  ministry.  Coming  to  Reynolds  in  1894,  he  assumed  charge  of 
his  present  church  in  August  of  that  year,  and  since  been  a zealous 
worker  in  the  cause  of  religion.  He  is  an  effective  and  pleasant  speaker, 
both  in  the  pulpit  and  out  of  it,  and  is  a firm  friend  and  wise  counsellor 
to  all  who  go  to  him  for  advice  and  consolation. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1861,  and  the  church  building,  erected 
some  years  later,  cost  approximately,  $2,000.  Reverend  Meisner  was  its 
first  pastor.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  Schlesselmann  and  later  Rev. 
J.  H.  Bethke  assumed  its  charge.  He  remained  as  its  pastor  until  his 
death,  sixteen  years  later.  He  was  succeeded,  in  1894,  by  Reverend 
Lindhorst,  who  has  successfully  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  church 
since.  It  is  now  in  a most  flourishing  condition,  having  about  275 
communicant  members,  while  its  voting  contingent  numbers  ninety- 


. 1 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


741 


five.  The  church  buildings  have  been  changed  to  some  extent  under  the 
management  of  its  present  pastor,  and  in  1911  a new  parochial  school 
building,  costing  $3,000  was  erected,  the  increased  number  of  pupils 
attending  the  school  demanding  more  commodious  quarters. 

Perry  Spencer.  Now  living  virtually  retired  in  the  fine  little  City 
of  Monticello,  the  judicial  center  of  his  native  county,  Mr.  Spencer 
is  a scion  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  White  County,  where 
his  parents  established  their  residence  more  than  eighty  years  ago,  and 
his  gracious  wife  is  a representative  of  a family  that  was  founded  within 
the  borders  of  this  county  at  an  even  earlier  date.  Both  the  Spencer  and 
the  Roberts  families  played  a large  part  in  the  initial  stages  of  civic  and 
material  development  and  progress  in  White  County,  reclaiming  farms 
from  the  virgin  forest,  enduring  the  vicissitudes  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
loyal  pioneers  and  laying  the  firm  foundations  on  which  their  descend- 
ants have  reared  to  superstructure  of  latter-day  prosperity  and  progress. 
The  members  of  the  Spencer  family  in  White  county  have  been  con- 
spicuous as  landholders  and  successful  agriculturists,  have  stood  expo- 
nent of  the  highest  personal  integrity  and  marked  business  ability  and 
have  exemplified  the  best  ideals  of  useful  and  productive  citizenship. 
Perry  Spencer  has  full  upheld  the  honors  of  the  name  which  he  bears 
and  is  today  the  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  and  best  improved  landed 
estates  in  White  County,  the  greater  part  of  this  valuable  property 
having  been  accumulated  through  his  own  ability  and  well  directed 
efforts. 

Perry  Spencer  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  in  Union 
Township,  this  county,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1841,  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Barnett)  Spencer,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Maryland  and  the  latter  in  Ohio,  their  marriage  having  been  sol- 
emnized in  the  old  Buckeye  State,  whence  they  came  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  in  1832.  Thomas  Spencer  was  a tanner  by  trade  but  after  es- 
tablishing his  home  in  White  County  his  splendid  energies  found  play 
primarily  in  agricultural  operations.  He  obtained  a tract  of  wild  land,, 
there  established  his  home  in  a log  house  of  the  primitive  type  common 
to  the  pioneer  days,  and  then  set  to  himself  the  herculean  task  of  felling 
the  forest  trees  and  reclaiming  his  land  to  cultivation.  Indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance,  coupled  with  mature  business  judgment,  en- 
abled him  to  achieve  large  and  worthy  success  and  incidentally  to  do 
much  in  furtherance  of  the  social  and  industrial  development  and  up- 
building of  the  county.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  No- 
vember 23,  1870,  he  was  the  owner  of  about  800  acres  of  land,  devoted  to 
diversified  agriculture  and  to  the  raising  of  live  stock.  His  devoted 
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wife,  who  had  been  his  faithful  and  valued  helpmeet,  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  in  November,  1869,  and  the  remains  of  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  county  that  had  long  represented  their  home  and  on 
the  list  of  whose  sterling  pioneers  their  names  merit  enduring  place.  Of 
their  eight  children,  Perry  Spencer,  of  this  review,  is  the  only  survivor. 
Thomas  Spencer  was  a man  of  strong  individuality  and  well  fortified 
convictions,  was  a loyal  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party, 
and  was  a loyal  citizen  who  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  the 
community  in  which  he  maintained  his  home  for  nearly  two  score 
years. 

Perry  Spencer  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  home 
farm  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
pioneer  era  in  the  history  of  White  County.  His  independent  career  as 
a farmer  was  initiated  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  and  about 
the  same  time  he  had  the  wisdom  to  fortify  himself  still  further  by  tak- 
ing unto  himself  a wife,  the  bride  of  his  youth  having  continued  his  earn- 
est coadjutor  and  devoted  companion  during  the  long  intervening  years. 
Mr.  Spencer  had  all  of  ambition  and  determination  when  he  started  to 
make  his  own  way  toward  the  goal  of  worthy  success  and  independence, 
but  he  had  the  good  judgment  to  make  his  advancement  by  such  stages 
as  were  consistent  with  his  financial  means  and  personal  powers,  so  that 
his  progress  was  made  along  safe  and  conservative  lines  and  with  slight 
element  of  risk  or  uncertainty.  His  ultimate  achievement  is  represented 
in  a fine  landed  estate  of  about  1,000  acres  of  land,  all  within  the  borders 
of  White  County,  and  he  has  stood  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
substantial  exponents  of  agricultural  and  live-stock  industry  in  this 
favored  section  of  the  state.  He  continued  to  give  his  active  super- 
vision to  his  extensive  farm  operations  until  about  the  year  1909,  when 
his  advancing  years  and  adequate  financial  resources  justified  him  in 
retiring  from  the  active  labors  that  had  long  engrossed  his  attention,  and 
he  removed  with  his  wife  to  Monticello,  where  they  own  and  occupy  an 
attractive  residence  and  find  themselves  in  the  most  congenial  environ- 
ment, surrounded  by  friends  who  are  tried  and  true  and  compassed  by 
those  familiar  scenes  that  are  pregnant  in  gracious  memories  of  the 
past. 

Mr.  Spencer  has  at  all  times  been  loyal  and  public-spirited  as  a citi- 
zen and  has  shown  lively  interest  in  local  affairs.  He  has  retained  un- 
wavering allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  has  found  many  oppor- 
tunities to  do  good  in  his  community  and  has  served  two  terms  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  an  office  in  which  he  was  a 
staunch  advocate  of  progressive  policies  and  yet  of  consistent  economy 
in  the  administration  of  county  affairs.  While  not  a member  of  any 
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religious  or  fraternal  organization,  Mr.  Spencer  has  shown  a charitable 
and  generous  spirit  and  has  seldom  refused  liberal  support  to  worthy 
causes. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1863,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Spencer  to  Miss  Susan  Roberts,  who  likewise  was  born  and  reared  in 
White  County  and  who  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Dyer)  Rob- 
erts, her  parents  having  become  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  where 
they  established  their  home  in  the  year  1831  and  where  they  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  long  and  useful  lives,  secure  in  the  unqualified 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 

John  Roberts  was  born  July  16,  1804,  and  his  death  occurred  De- 
cember 7,  1872 ; his  wife  was  born  November  2,  1810,  and  she  long  sur- 
vived her  husband,  her  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  having  been  eighty- 
five  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  were  born  and  reared  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  were  members  of  early  pioneer  families  of  that  commonwealth, 
and  there  their  marriage  was  solemnized  on  the  27th  of  December,  1827. 
In  the  following  year  they  came  to  Indiana  and  established  their  resi- 
dence in  Tippecanoe  County,  where  they  remained  until  1831,  when 
they  came  to  White  County  and  settled  on  160  acres  of  Government  land 
three  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  the  present  site  of  Monticello,  the 
county  seat.  There  was  no  Monticello  in  existence  at  that  time,  and  in 
her  venerable  years  Mrs.  Roberts,  appreciative  of  the  urban  attractions 
of  the  fine  little  city  of  the  present,  often  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  she  could  well  remember  when  the  first  building  was  erected  on  the 
site  of  Monticello  and  when  this  section  was  a virtual  wilderness,  with 
Indians  and  wild  game  much  in  evidence.  In  1866  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
erts removed  from  their  farm  to  Monticello,  and  for  several  years  after 
the  death  of  her  husband  she  kept  house  alone  in  her  comfortable  village 
residence.  She  passed  her  later  years  in  the  homes  of  her  children,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Robert  D.,  who  was  then  serving  as  county 
commissioner  of  White  County.  Of  the  eight  children  of  John  and 
Martha  (Dyer)  Roberts  the  eldest  was  Thomas,  who  was  born  December 
30,  1828,  and  who  met  an  accidental  death,  by  shooting,  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1861,  he  having  been  killed  by  the  Indians  near  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  and  they  stole  his  horse ; William,  who  was  born  April  17,  1832, 
died  at  Winfield,  Kansas;  John  and  James,  twins,  were  born  July  29, 
1834,  and  both  died  in  the  year  1837,  the  former  on  the  28th  and  the 
latter  on  the  31st  of  October  ; Robert  D.,  was  born  January  21,  1837, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name-  was  Susan  Scouden,  passed  away 
December  23,  1910,  and  of  their  nine  children — two  sons  and  seven 
daughters — one  son  and  three  daughters  are  deceased:  Maria  Louisa, 

who  was  born  March  31,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  William  Frazer,  of  Delphi, 
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Carroll  County ; Susan,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  the  next 
in  order  of  birth,  the  date  of  her  nativity  having  been  November  6, 
1841 ; and  Edwin  Ruthven,  who  was  born  January  23,  1843,  died  young. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  have  one  son,  Robert,  who  was  born  June  5, 
1868,  and  who  resides  upon  and  operates  the  old  homestead  farm  on 
which  he  was  born,  in  Union  Township.  He  married  Miss  Gertrude 
Beshoar,  daughter  of  Daniel  Beshoar,  and  their  only  child  is  Ralph,  who 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  February,  1904. 

John  Con  well.  A citizen  who  has  many  interesting  associations 
with  early  times  in  White  County,  John  Conwell  has  for  fully  half  a 
century  lived  on  one  farm  in  Liberty  Township.  His  is  one  of  the  old 
and  honored  names  in  that  part  of  the  county  and  his  career  of  industry 
and  honesty  has  been  rewarded  not  only  by  a satisfactory  allowance  of 
the  world's  goods,  but  also  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellows.  Mr. 
Conwell  is  one  of  White  County's  citizens  who  distinctly  recall  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  railroad  through  the  county.  That  was  back  in 
1850,  when  he  was  a boy  of  nineteen,  and  his  recollection  is  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  for  a good  many  weeks  he  was  employed  in  getting  out 
ties  for  the  railroad  tracks,  being  paid  fifty  cents  per  day  and  his  board 
for  the  labor. 

Of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  John  Conwell  was  born  in  Hardin  County, 
Ohio,  August  8,  1831,  a son  of  William  and  Mary  (Fultz)  Conwell.  His 
father  was  a native  of  Virginia  and  his  mother  of  Ohio,  and  the  family 
came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in  October,  1835.  There  are  very  few 
families  still  found  in  White  County  whose  continuous  residence  goes 
back  to  the  early  part  of  the  decade  of  the  '30s. 

The  youngest  in  a family  of  nine  children,  John  Conwell  grew  up 
in  the  pioneer  environment  of  the  White  County  of  seventy  years  ago. 
He  attended  some  of  the  old  time  district  schools,  and  has  always  been 
a farmer  by  occupation.  It  was  on  April  13,  1865,  that  he  took  possession 
of  his  present  farm  in  section  9 of  Liberty  Township.  That  home  is  now 
endeared  to  him  by  the  recollections  and  associations  of  half  a century. 
He  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land,  situated  five  miles  north  of  Monti- 
cello,  and  about  175  acres  of  that  are  classified  as  plow  land.  At  the 
time  of  this  writing  Mr.  Conwell  is  constructing  a comfortable  new  home 
which  is  only  one  of  the  many  improvements  he  has  placed  on  the  land 
since  he  took  possession. 

Probably  the  cardinal  principle  of  his  life  has  been  to  do  unto  others 
as  he  would  be  done  by,  and  it  is  said  that  he  has  never  assumed  an 
obligation  he  could  not  perform,  and  has  never  had  a suit  for  debt.  In 
politics  he  is  a democrat  of  the  old  style,  and  though  never  a seeker  for 
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official  honors  he  served  capably  in  the  office  of  township  supervisor  for 

twelve  years. 

Mr.  Conwell  married  for  his  first  wife  Nancy  J.  Bowen.  The  three 
living  children  of  this  union  are : John,  who  married  Sarah  McCaulley ; 

George,  who  married  Catherine  McCaulley ; and  Mrs.  Mary  Denton.  His 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Luse,  died  five  months  after  their  marriage. 
He  afterwards  married  Ella  Luse,  a daughter  of  William  Luse,  who 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  White  County.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  five  children:  Emma,  wife  of  A.  F.  Conrod;  Amanda,  now  de- 

ceased ; Alice  C.,  wife  of  Ed  Troeger ; Asa,  who  married  Maude  Hughes, 
and  they  now  live  with  his  father ; and  William,  deceased. 

John  L.  Spinn.  For  nearly  half  a century  the  splendid  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  the  German  settlers  have  been  manifested  in  the  rural  com- 
munity about  Reynolds  by  members  of  the  Spinn  family.  John  L.  Spinn 
is  a progressive  young  agriculturist  and  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  two 
miles  northwest  of  Reynolds,  comprising  131  acres.  Its  improvements 
at  once  classify  him  as  a leader  in  agricultural  affairs.  He  is  a son  of 
the  original  settler,  who  came  here  from  Germany  half  a century  ago 
and  gave  the  honorable  start  to  the  family  destiny  in  this  part  of  the 
world. 

The  emigrant  was  Henry  Spinn,  late  of  White  County,  who  was  born 
in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  November  10, 1831.  He  married  Sophia  Wag- 
ner, and  in  1865  set  out  for  the  New  World,  spending  sixteen  weeks  en 
route  on  the  ocean.  On  reaching  Reynolds,  Henry  Spinn  found  employ- 
ment with  the  railroad  and  continued  at  that  hard  labor  five  years.  Both 
lie  and  his  wife  exercised  the  closest  economy,  and  with  the  savings  of 
the  railroad  work  he  was  finally  able  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  land.  After 
that  he  was  a substantial  farmer  until  he  retired  in  1894.  The  last 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  spent  chiefly  in  the  Village  of  Reynolds,  but 
after  the  death  of  his  wife  on  June  27,  1905,  he  returned  to  the  country 
and  lived  with  his  son  John  until  about  a year  before  his  own  death, 
which  occurred  July  14,  1909.  Henry  Spinn  was  a democrat  from  the 
time  he  qualified  as  an  American  citizen,  but  was  no  office  seeker.  He 
was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and  contributed  liberally 
to  its  support.  Though  he  began  life  in  America  on  a plane  with  many 
newly  arrived  foreigners,  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of 
about  350  acres  of  the  fine  farm  lands  of  White  County,  and  also  had 
some  property  in  town.  He  was  helpful  to  his  neighbors,  and  was  inter- 
ested in  those  movements  that  meant  better  living  for  the  community. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  at  the  German  Cemetery  in  Reynolds.  Of  the  ten 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Sophia  (Wagner)  Spinn,  five  died  in  in- 
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fancy,  and  the  others  are  mentioned  briefly  as  follows : Fred,  who  mar- 

ried Amelia  Milling  and  lives  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  has  three  chil- 
dren ; William,  who  lives  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  married  Ida  Selmer, 
and  has  three  children;  John  L.;  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Otto  Levering, 
living  at  Lafayette,  and  the  mother  of  one  child ; Anna  married  William 
Buss  and  lives  in  Honey  Creek  and  has  two  children. 

John  L.  Spinn  was  born  in  Honey  Creek  Township  June  24,  1875. 
He  grew  up  on  a farm  and  as  a preparation  for  life  combined  the  training 
of  farm  work  with  the  advantages  of  the  local  schools.  Mr.  Spinn  mar- 
ried Sophia  Milling,  daughter  of  John  and  Wilhelmina.  Milling  of 
Kankakee  County,  Illinois.  To  their  union  have  been  born  four  children, 
Lulu  M.,  Della  W.,  Lillian  E.  and  Mabel  F.,  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  John  L.  Spinn  has  devoted  his  active  career  to  farming,  and  his 
industry  now  shows  forth  many  substantial  results.  He  is  a democrat, 
though  without  pretensions  for  office,  and  is  content  to  do  his  public  work 
in  the  quiet  role  of  a private  citizen.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  faith. 

William  M.  Buss.  By  his  capable  superintendence  of  his  fine  farm 
of  180  acres  in  section  22  of  Honey  Creek  Township  and  by  the  integrity 
and  energy  which  characterize  all  his  public  relations,  William  M.  Buss 
is  well  on  the  way  toward  realizing  those  things  which  are  considered 
most  worth  while  by  ambitious  men,  an  honorable  success  in  business  with 
satisfying  material  rewards,  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  and  a public 
spirited  share  in  the  social  and  civic  life  of  the  community. 

William  M.  Buss  is  a native  of  Honey  Creek  Township,  where  he  was 
born  November  16,  1871,  a son  of  Charles  and  Dorothy  (Schultz)  Buss. 
His  parents  were  both  horn  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1865.  At  that  time  they  were  still  single  and  were 
married  after  reaching  White  County.  To  their  union  were  born  six 
children : Charles ; Minnie,  who  is  deceased  and  is  buried  in  the  Bunnell 

Cemetery ; Augusta ; William ; Herman ; and  Louis,  who  is  deceased  and 
buried  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery.  The  father  of  these  children  made 
his  mark  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  before  his  death  had  accumu- 
lated 180  acres  of  land  and  had  brought  it  up  to  the  best  standards  of 
improvement.  He  was  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term 
and  had  come  to  America  without  money  and  friends  and  with  nothing 
to  start  him  to  success  except  a pair  of  willing  hands  and  a courageous 
temper  in  the  face  of  all  problems  and  difficulties.  He  was  thoroughly 
honorable  and  enjoyed  the  highest  respect  of  the  entire  community,  where 
he  died  March  4,  1914.  His  widow  is  now  living  with  her  son  Charles. 
The  father  is  buried  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery.  He  served  for  a time  as 
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supervisor  of  his  home  township,  was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  in  Reynolds,  and  in  politics  a democrat. 

William  M.  Buss  was  reared  in  White  County,  attended  the  public 
schools  and  lived  at  home  with  his  father  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-five. 
At  that  time  he  started  out  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  life  on  his  own 
account  and  having  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  followed  it  for  five 
years,  but  since  then  has  given  most  of  his  attention  to  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  is  now  the  manager  of  the  old  homestead  of  180  acres, 
and  also  owns  two  acres  and  three  lots  in  the  Village  of  Reynolds. 

On  April  28,  1898,  Mr.  Buss  married  Miss  Annie  Spinn,  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Schultz)  Spinn.  The  first  child  born  to  their 
marriage  died  in  infancy.  Martha,  born  April  16,  1901,  is  a bright  and 
intelligent  girl  and  has  made  good  progress  through  the  public  schools. 
The  youngest  child  is  Vernita,  born  September  30,  1913.  Mr.  Buss  is 
a democrat  in  politics  and  for  two  years  has  been  township  supervisor 
in  Honey  Creek.  He  is  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Reuben  Eddy.  Both  in  point  of  years,  and  in  point  of  residence, 
Reuben  Eddy  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Honey  Creek  Township. 
His  useful  life  has  been  prolonged  more  than  a decade  beyond  the  psalm- 
ist’s  span  of  three  score  and  ten,  and  few  men  are  better  justified  in  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  a well  spent  past  than  Mr.  Eddy,  who  for  a num- 
ber of  years  has  been  retired  from  the  active  responsibilities  of  farming. 
His  home  is  in  Section  26  of  Honey  Creek  Township,  and  for  nearly 
fifty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  White  County. 

Reuben  Eddy  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  October  3,  1833, 
while  Andrew  Jackson  was  still  President  of  the  LTnited  States.  His 
parents  were  Myron  R.  and  Sally  (Bell)  Eddy,  he  being  one  of  their 
eleven  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  father  of  this  large 
family  died  in  Elkhart  County,  Indiana,  and  the  mother  in  Noble 
County. 

Reuben  Eddy  grew  up  on  a farm,  attended  the  primitive  country 
schools  which  existed  during  the  ’40s  and  ’50s,  and  such  has  been  the 
length  of  his  life  that  he  has  been  a witness  of  practically  all  the  de- 
velopment that  has  transformed  the  western  country  from  the  days  of 
the  slow-going  stage  coach  and  canal  boat  to  the  modern  time  of  electric 
transportation  and  flying  machines.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  started 
out  for  himself,  and  soon  bought  an  old  horsepower  threshing  machine, 
and  operated  that  outfit  during  the  annual  season  in  addition  to  his 
farming. 

Mr.  Eddy  came  to  White  County  in  1869,  and  has  lived  in  Honey 
Creek  Township  practically  ever  since.  During  the  first  year  of  his 
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residence  in  the  county  he  taught  school,  and  has  also  done  a large 
amount  of  carpentry  work  in  the  county,  being  skilled  in  the  use  of  tools 
and  with  a genius  for  mechanics.  In  the  course  of  time  he  acquired 
his  well  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  did  general  farming  and 
stock  raising  until  he  retired  about  fifteen  years  ago,  leaving  the  chief 
responsibilities  of  the  homestead  to  his  sons.  In  politics  he  has  voted 
with  the  republican  party  practically  since  its  organization,  but  has  never 
had  aspirations  to  fill  any  local  office. 

On  February  11,  1865,  Mr.  Eddy  married  Miss  Sophronia  0.  Warner, 
a daughter  of  Louis  and  Lodemia  M.  (Wicks)  Warner.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  to  their  marriage  the  first  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others 
are  named  briefly  as  follows : Robert  M. ; Harry  C. ; Daisy  D.,  wife  of 
Will  Atkinson  of  Chicago;  Wade  I.,  deceased;  Claude  T.,  deceased; 
Myron  R. ; Bessie  B.,  wife  of  LeRoy  Piatt  of  Reynolds ; and  Ruby  D., 
wife  of  Henry  Prill.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  November  21, 
1904,  after  having  been  a faithful  companion  to  her  husband  and  a de- 
voted mother  to  her  children  through  a period  of  nearly  forty  years.  Mr. 
Eddy  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Lodge  No.  276  at  Kendalville, 
Indiana. 

William  Dahlenburg.  Probably  the  most  important  requisites  to 
success  in  farming  life  are  hard  work,  close  attention  to  the  business  and 
the  exercise  of  considerable  patience  and  thrift  during  the  period  needed 
to  become  well  established.  These  traits  have  been  well  illustrated  in 
the  case  of  William  Dahlenburg,  who  has  for  more  than  thirty  years  been 
one  of  the  independent  and  successful  farmers  of  Honey  Creek  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Dahlenburg ’s  excellent  farm  of  eighty  acres  lies  in  Section 
26  of  that  township  on  Rural  Delivery  Route  No.  10  out  of  Reynolds. 

William  Dahlenburg  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  June  22, 
1858,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Dahlenburg)  Dahlenburg.  When  he  was 
a small  child  he  lost  his  father,  who  died  in  the  old  country  and  the 
mother  subsequently  married  William  Heiser.  The  Heiser  and  Dahlen- 
burg family  came  to  the  United  States  in  1873,  and  from  New  York  pro- 
ceeded directly  west  to  Monticello,  Indiana.  William  Heiser  was  for 
fourteen  years  a prosperous  farmer  south  of  that  town  on  the  old  McCain 
farm,  and  from  there  moved  to  Honey  Creek  Township,  where  he  died 
October  5,  1908,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Reynolds  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Dahlenburg ’s  mother  died  October  15,  1910,  and  is  also  intered  in  the 
same  burying  ground.  They  were  both  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  the  late  Mr.  Heiser  was  a democrat  and  in  various  ways 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  was  a general  farmer  and 
stock  raiser.  Soon  after  coming  to  White  County  he  was  injured  by 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


749 


being  shot  in  the  hand,  and  for  some  time  suffered  from  this  handicap 
and  was  unable  to  give  much  attention  to  his  farm  duties. 

William  Dahlenburg  acquired  practically  all  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  old  country,  and  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  faced 
the  opportunities  of  the  New  World.  As  a young  man  he  learned  the 
tinner’s  trade,  and  might  have  followed  that  vocation  but  for  the  injury 
to  his  step-father  on  which  account  he  remained  at  home  and  took  an 
active  share  in  the  farm  management.  That  gave  him  his  permanent 
bent  in  a career,  and  for  fully  forty  years  he  has  been  closely  identified 
with  farming  pursuits  in  White  County. 

One  of  the  first  important  events  of  his  life  was  his  marriage  on 
August  15,  1876,  to  Miss  Minnie  Jacobs,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Minnie  (Rogge)  Jacobs.  Mrs.  Dahlenburg  was  born  in  Germany,  where 
both  her  parents  died,  and  she  came  practically  alone  to  the  New  World. 
Along  with  the  material  evidences  of  his  prosperity  Mr.  Dahlenburg  and 
wife  are  entitled  to  great  praise  for  having  brought  up  and  trained  a 
large  family  of  useful  boys  and  girls,  ten  in  number,  equally  divided 
between  sons  and  daughters.  The  names  of  these  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  are  Dora,  Minnie,  William,  George,  Emma,  Carl,  Ida,  Walter, 
Clara  and  Rinehardt. 

It  was  in  the  year  1884  that  Mr.  Dahlenburg  located  on  his  present 
farm.  There  for  thirty  years  or  more  he  has  continued  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  and  his  period  of  residence  has  been  marked  by 
many  improvements  and  a great  increase  in  the  value  of  the  property 
over  what  it  was  when  he  first  located  there.  His  fellow  citizens  have 
likewise  shown  their  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  ability  by  electing 
him  to  the  office  of  township  supervisor.  He  is  a democrat,  and  all  the 
family  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

A.  C.  Williams,  M.  D.  A prominent  young  physician  of  Honey 
Creek  Township,  with  offices  and  home  at  Reynolds,  Dr.  A.  C.  Williams 
is  a native  son  of  White  County,  and  his  professional  experience  has 
already  well  justified  his  choice  of  a vocation. 

Doctor  Williams  was  born  at  Monticello,  in  White  County,  January 
19,  1889,  a son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Etta  B.  (Carson)  Williams.  Doctor 
Williams  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  having  early 
determined  upon  the  medical  profession  as  his  choice  of  pursuits,  he  en- 
tered the  school  of  medicine  of  the  University  of  Indiana,  where  he  was 
graduated  M.  D.  in  1912.  During  his  junior  and  senior  years  he  was  an 
externe  in  the  City  Hospital.  After  graduating  he  located  in  Reynolds, 
and  has  since  come  into  favor  as  a skillful  and  able  practitioner.  He 
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is  a member  of  the  White  County  and  the  Indiana  State  medical  societies 
and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Doctor  Williams  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  with  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Monon.  In  September,  1913,  he  married  Wrighta 
Henkel,  daughter  of  W.  J.  and  Emma  (Horner)  Henkel.  Doctor  Wil- 
liams is  a republican  in  politics. 

William  F.  Snyder.  Present  county  assessor  of  White  County,  Wil- 
liam F.  Snyder  is  one  of  the  older  native  sons  of  the  county,  and  rep- 
resents a pioneer  family  in  the  settlement  and  development  of  this  sec- 
tion. 

William  F.  Snyder  was  born  in  the  little  community  of  Norway, 
White  County,  February  14,  1857,  a son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret 
(Strauss)  Snyder.  His  father  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his 
mother  of  Virginia.  The  families  came  to  this  county  separately,  and  the 
parents  were  married  here.  It  was  during  the  decade  of  the  ’30s  that  the 
Strausses  and  Snyders  located  in  White  County,  and  they  gained  land 
directly  from  the  Government.  Abraham  Snyder  was  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  the  county,  and  was  also  a tanner  by  trade.  He  was 
a man  of  no  little  influence  in  his  community,  was  a republican  in 
politics,  and  was  ordained  and  served  for  a number  of  years  as  local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Church.  His  death  occurred  in  February, 
1879,  and  he  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  February,  1908.  Both  are 
buried  in  the  Pike  Creek  Cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  and  five  of  these  are  yet  living. 

William  F.  Snyder  spent  his  early  life  on  a farm,  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  as  opportunity  permitted,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age  started  out  to  engage  in  the  battles  of  the  world  for  himself.  He  has 
been  a farmer,  and  his  principal  success  has  come  from  the  vocation  of 
husbandman  in  Honey  Creek  Township.  In  1898  he  moved  into  the 
Village  of  Reynolds,  where  he  and  his  family  now  reside.  Mr.  Snyder 
is  a republican  in  politics,  was  elected  township  trustee  of  Honey  Creek 
Township  in  1904,  and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  county  assessor. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall  No.  154,  at  Rey- 
nolds, and  his  church  is  the  Methodist.  In  1879  Mr.  Snyder  married 
Mary  Swisher,  daughter  of  Samuel  Swisher,  of  Pulaski  County.  To 
their  marriage  have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  living, 
namely : Charles  F.,  a farmer  at  Reynolds,  married  Amanda  Kochel, 

and  they  have  a son,  Fayette ; Chester,  who  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business  at  Reynolds ; Bertha,  the  wife  of  Charles  Crane,  a motorman 
at  Indianapolis;  Nellie,  wife  of  Fred  Hanna,  a farmer  of  Jackson  Town- 
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ship,  and  they  have  a little  son,  Paul;  and  Blanche,  wife  of  Harvey 
Stevenson,  the  manager  of  a theater  at  Frankfort,  Indiana. 

Levi  Reynolds.  The  present  trustee  of  Honey  Creek  Township  is  an 
old  resident  of  White  County,  and  one  whose  business  accomplishment 
and  whose  solid  judgment  have  well  qualified  him  for  the  important 
responsibilities  he  is  now  administering.  Though  still  retaining  his 
farming  interests  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  he  now  makes  his  home  in 
the  Town  of  Reynolds  and  gives  practically  all  his  time  and  energy  to 
the  duties  of  his  official  position. 

Levi  Reynolds  was  born  in  White  County  November  26,  1859,  and  is 
a son  of  the  old  pioneers,  Calvin  and  Georgiana  (Sill)  Reynolds.  Benja- 
min Reynolds,  an  uncle  of  Calvin,  was  the  founder  of  the  Town  of  Reyn- 
olds, which  was  named  in  his  honor.  The  Reynolds  family  is  of  English 
extraction,  and  the  first  Americans  of  the  name  came  to  this  country 
in  company  with  William  Penn,  the  great  Quaker  leader  who  founded 
Pennsylvania.  During  the  Revolutionary  war,  however,  their  patriotism 
proved  stronger  than  their  religious  faith,  and  they  gave  up  the  passive 
resistant  idea  of  the  Quakers  in  favor  of  active  support  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary cause. 

Calvin  Reynolds  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  in  1830,  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  January,  1837.  It  was  in  the  late  ’40s  that  he  removed 
to  White  County,  and  here  became  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  Union 
Township.  He  was  also  a man  of  considerable  influence  in  public  affairs. 
His  death  occurred  in  1872,  and  his  body  is  now  at  rest  in  the  Hughes 
Cemetery.  His  widow  is  still  living,  at  a venerable  age,  in  White  County. 
She  was  married  at  Monticello.  Of  their  seven  children,  the  six  still 
living  are:  Ebenezer,  William  Milton,  Levi,  Minnie,  Embree  P.  and 

Mary.  Calvin  Reynolds  was  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  his  family  worships  in  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

The  boyhood  of  Levi  Reynolds  was  spent  on  a farm,  and  his  educa- 
tion came  from  local  schools  and  one  year  in  Monmouth  College.  He 
has  made  farming  the  object  of  his  endeavors  since  early  manhood,  and 
has  an  excellent  property  in  Honey  Creek  Township.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  order,  Castle  Hall  No.  454,  at  Reynolds, 
and  in  politics  has  always  been  aligned  with  the  democrats.  In  No- 
vember, 1914,  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Honey  Creek  Township,  and  in 
January  of  the  following  year  took  up  his  residence  in  Reynolds. 

Mr.  Reynolds  married  Clara  Burns,  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen 
Burns.  To  their  marriage  have  been  born  four  children,  named : Ruby, 
Claude,  Minnie  and  Lulu.  Ruby  M.,  a member  of  the  graduating  class 
of  1914  in  the  Monticello  High  School,  is  at  home,  as  is  also  the  son 
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Claude.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Gibson  and  resides  in  Brookston, 
Indiana,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming.  The  youngest  daughter,  Lulu, 
is  living  with  an  aunt  at  LaFayette,  and  is  attending  the  city  schools 
there. 

Squire  W.  Myers.  A prominent  and  highly  esteemed  resident  of 
Monticello,  Squire  W.  Myers  is  numbered  among  the  extensive  land- 
owners  of  White  County,  and  is  also  well  known  in  connection  with  a 
number  of  business  enterprises,  and  is  also  a justice  of  the  peace.  A 
native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  July  26,  1856,  at  Eureka,  Woodford 
County,  a son  of  Lewis  H.  and  Christean  (Helvern)  Myers,  the  former 
of  whom  died  October  12,  1909,  at  Rensselaer,  Indiana,  while  the  latter 
is  still  living,  in  1915,  making  her  home  in  Washington,  Illinois. 

Laying  a substantial  foundation  for  his  future  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  county,  Squire  W.  Myers  subsequently  attended 
Westfield  College,  in  Westfield,  Illinois,  for  two  years.  Possessing  ex- 
cellent business  ability  and  judgment,  he  accumulated  considerable 
money,  and  in  1902  came  to  White  County,  Indiana  to  invest  it.  Locat- 
ing in  Honey  Creek  Township,  Mr.  Myers  bought  land,  and  now  holds 
title  to  834  acres,  practically  all  of  which  is  under  a high  state  of  cul- 
ture. He  has  made  improvements  of  great  value  on  his  farms,  which 
he  rents,  drawing  a good  income  from  them,  and  now  devotes  his  atten- 
tion to  his  work  in  Monticello,  for  five  years  having  been  engaged  in  the 
abstract  business,  in  addition  to  fulfilling  his  duties  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics,  but  not  an  office  seeker. 

Mr.  Myers  married,  February  12,  1878,  Isabel  Stumbaugh,  of  Mont- 
gomery Township,  Woodford  County,  Illinois,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  Gae,  wife  of  Charles  W.  Seeley;  Clark  S. ; 
Lewis  Dean;  Maucie;  and  Ruth.  Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  are 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  are  whole-souled,  gen- 
erous people,  and  their  pleasant  home  is  a center  of  social  activity. 

Marion  Benjamin.  The  career  of  Marion  Benjamin,  from  earliest 
boyhood,  has  been  one  filled  with  earnest  and  unending  effort.  In  his 
youth  he  was  forced  to  meet  and  overcome  many  disadvantages  and  ob- 
stacles, his  early  years  were  passed  amid  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
existence,  and  in  later  life  he  was  compelled  to  experience  the  vicissitudes 
which  characterize  the  activities  of  the  individual  making  his  way  with- 
out monetary  or  friendly  influences.  That  he  is  now  the  possessor  of 
independence  and  an  honored  position  among  his  fellow-citizens,  is  due 
solely  to  his  own  labors  and  his  abiding  faith  in  his  abilities. 

Mr.  Benjamin  was  born  in  the  township  in  which  he  now  resides,  that 
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of  Liberty,  White  County,  Indiana,  March  4,  1856.  He  is  one  of  the 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  but  one,  born  to  the  marriage 
of  Abel  and  Mary  (Con well)  Benjamin.  Abel  Benjamin  was  a native 
of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  when  a boy  was  left  an  orphan,  being  reared 
in  the  family  of  Isaac  Davis,  who  brought  him  to  White  County  at  a 
very  early  day,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  married.  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin began  housekeeping  in  a log  house  on  section  23,  in  Liberty  Town- 
ship. He  secured  but  few  educational  advantages  as  a boy,  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  being  secured  in  the  schools  of  hard  work  and 
experience,  and  when  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  enlisted  in  the  Forty- 
sixth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  It  was  his  fate  to  meet  a 
soldier’s  death,  for  he  fell  at  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills,  Mississippi. 
May  16,  1863.  His  son,  George,  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Union  army, 
belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Regiment,  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he  enlisted  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
He  passed  safely  through  the  war  and  at  the  present  time  is  a resi- 
dent of  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Benjamin,  at  the  time  of  her  husband’s  death,  was  left  with  a 
large  family  of  children  to  care  for,  in  a part  of  the  country  that  was 
not  developed,  and  at  a time  when  currency  had  deeply  depreciated.  She 
did  not  allow  herself  to  become  discouraged,  however,  but  bravely  faced 
the  existing  conditions,  and  in  some  way  managed  to  keep  her  little  flock 
together.  In  later  years  Mrs.  Benjamin  was  again  married,  to  Robert  T. 
Harrison,  and  both  are  now  deceased. 

Of  his  parents’  eight  children,  Marion  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  in  Liberty  Township  and  in  addition  to  helping  on  the 
home  place,  attended  in  a limited  way  the  district  schools  of  the  locality. 
When  he  was  about  eighteen  years  old  he  began  the  battle  of  life  upon 
his  own  responsibility,  securing  employment  as  a farm  hand,  at  a salary 
of  $16  per  month,  and  gradually  accumulated  some  small  means.  Mr. 
Benjamin  was  married  February  20,  1879,  to  Miss  Catherine  J.  Adams, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  for  a number  of  years  after  this  union  was 
engaged  in  renting  land  in  White  County,  beyond  the  limits  of  which  he 
has  never  resided.  His  first  ownership  was  a tract  of  100  acres  of  land 
located  in  sections  13  and  14,  and  at  the  present  time  he  owns  260  acres, 
all  accumulated  by  his  own  ability  and  hard  work.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming,  Mr.  Benjamin  has  always  carried  on  stock-raising,  and  in 
both  departments  has  been  more  than  .ordinarily  successful.  He  com- 
bines practical  means,  with  the  more  modern  methods,  raises  the  stand- 
ard crops  of  the  locality,  and  displays  keen  business  discrimination  in 
the  disposal  of  them.  Mr.  Benjamin  has  not  been  a seeker  for  preferment 
in  public  life,  being  content  to  devote  himself  to  his  pastoral  pursuits, 
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yet  he  takes  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  lends  his 
support  to  all  beneficial  movements.  He  is  inclined  to  be  independent  in 
his  political  views,  but  all  else  being  even  generally  favors  the  candidates 
and  principles  of  the  democratic  party. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  four  children  have  been  born : William  • 
Edward  E.;  Mary  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Hepp;  and  Gertie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Frye. 

Renwick  Family.  Since  the  year  1834,  White  County  has  profited 
by  the  stable  citizenship  and  industrious  activities  of  members  of  the 
Renwick  family,  who  have  played  no  unimportant  part  in  the  history 
of  this  part  of  Indiana,  and  whose  influence  has  ever  been  on  the  side  of 
progress  and  high  standards  of  living.  In  the  year  mentioned  Andrew 
Renwick  came  from  Greene  County,  Ohio,  by  wagon,  and  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land  from  the  United  States  Government  on  what  is  now  the 
west  side  of  Main  Street,  at  Idaville,  there  erecting  a log  cabin.  His 
family  at  that  time  consisted  of  three  daughters  and  one  son,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

Andrew  Renwick  was  a man  of  rather  small  stature,  but  very  wiry, 
and  capable  of  sustaining  an  unusual  amount  of  fatigue.  He  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  weaver,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Renwick,  christened  James,  the  last  of 
the  martyrs  of  the  Covenant.  This  ancestor  was  born  at  Moniaive,  Scot- 
land, February  15,  1662.  He  attended  Edinburgh  University  with  a 
view  to  the  ministry,  but  was  denied  his  degree  as  he  refused  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  He  was  chosen  by  the  “ Societies,  ’ ’ as  the  bands  of  men 
devoted  to  the  Covenant  were  called,  to  proceed  to  Holland  to  complete 
his  studies  in  1682  and  was  ordained  in  the  following  year  and  returned 
to  Scotland.  There  his  life  was  subsequently  exposed  to  great  hazards, 
he  being  obliged  to  move  from  place  to  place,  and  often  reduced  to  great 
destitution.  In  the  year  1684  he  published  his  Apologetic  Declaration, 
for  which  he  was  outlawed,  and  when  James  II  was  placed  on  the 
throne  in  1685  Renwick  went  with  200  men  to  Sanquhar  and  published 
a declaration  rejecting  him.  A reward  was  subsequently  offered  for 
his  capture,  he  was  hunted  from  place  to  place,  making  many  hairbreadth 
escapes,  but  was  finally  captured  at  Edinburgh,  and  was  condemned  and 
eventually  executed,  February  17,  1688. 

On  locating  in  America,  Andrew  Rendick  went  direct  to  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  pursued  the  same  call- 
ing after  coming  to  White  County,  Indiana.  It  may  be  said  that  his 
chief  characteristic  was  a kindly,  even  jovial,  disposition,  for  which 
he  was  well  liked,  although  he  had  numerous  other  sterling  qualities. 
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He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : Margaret, 
the  wife  of  Stephen  Nutt;  James;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Cunning- 
ham; and  Jane,  the  wife  of  Frank  Spencer. 

James  Renwick,  son  of  Andrew,  was  born  February  9,  1819,  in  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  and  when  a small  boy  came  to  White  County,  Indiana, 
with  his  parents,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  completed  his 
schooling.  He  was  considered  to  be  a well-educated  man,  and  before 
the  time  of  reaching  his  majority  had  taken  up  his  work  as  one  of  the 
early  educators  of  Jackson  Township.  Mr.  Renwick  married,  December 
24,  1840,  Miss  Abigail  Barnes,  who  died  August  9,  1845,  leaving  two 
children : Andrew,  born  October  11,  1842,  married  Lida  Dean,  and 

after  her  death,  Mary  Jamieson,  and  is  a United  Presbyterian  preacher; 
and  Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  second  wife  of  James  Renwick 
was  Margaret  Jane  McCully,  who  was  born  June  26,  1826,  in  Blount 
County,  Tennessee,  married  Mr.  Renwick,  February  12,  1846,  and  was 
a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Ann  M.  (Hamill)  McCully,  who  had  nine 
children,  namely:  Margaret  Jane,  John  M.,  James  G.,  Robert  H., 

Samuel  A.,  Elizabeth  A.,  William  C.,  Mary  A.  and  Solomon  H.  The 
McCullys  came  to  Indiana  and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  old 
Magee  place,  about  two  miles  southeast  of  Idaville,  in  1832,  very  shortly 
thereafter  moving  to  White  County,  across  the  line.  To  James  and 
Margaret  Jane  (McCully)  Renwick  there  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Solomon  M.,  born  June  14,  1848,  married  March  29,  1870,  Caro- 
line Hamill,  and  died  February  23,  1873,  leaving  one  daughter,  Abbie, 
the  wife  of  Claude  Irelan;  James  Alexander,  born  March  22,  1850,  mar- 
ried March  3,  1870,  Agnes  Robison,  has  four  children  and  resides  at 
Idaville;  John  Arthur,  born  May  16,  1852,  married  June  13,  1883,  Eliz- 
abeth Patton,  has  two  daughters,  graduated  at  Monmouth  (Illinois)  Col- 
lege, with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  is  preaching  at  Topeka, 
Kansas ; Stephen  G.,  born  July  22,  1854,  who  died  March  29,  1862 ; 
Hamilton  Doig,  born  January  14,  1858,  married  November  13,  1879, 
Frances  Arnott,  has  two  children  and  is  a farmer  of  White  Pigeon,  Mich- 
igan ; Margaret  Abigail,  born  December  9,  1859,  who  died  March  10, 
1863 ; Alfred  Rankin,  born  February  16,  1862,  a farmer  of  Liberty  Town- 
ship, White  County;  and  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  September  18,  1864,  who 
married  January  17,  1884,  John  D.  Henderson,  and  died  April  13,  1899, 
leaving  three  children. 

James  Renwick,  father  of  the  foregoing  children,  followed  farming 
throughout  his  life,  but  also  engaged  in  other  pursuits,  being  a man  of 
diversified  talents  and  abilities.  In  addition  to  being  a school  teacher, 
he  was  a carpenter  and  cabinet  maker,  trades  which  he  taught  himself 
in  his  youth,  and  in  the  early  days  made  numerous  coffins,  and  later 
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erected  many  houses,  a number  of  which  are  still  standing  as  monuments 
to  his  skill  and  good  workmanship.  Mr.  Renwick  was  elected  county 
commissioner  in  1867  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  one  term,  was  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  During  the  early  days  Mr.  Renwick  was  a member  of  what 
was  known  as  the  Seceder  Church,  but  later  identified  himself  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  was  ordained  an  elder  in  1844, 
being  later  commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  and  a moderator  of 
that  body.  He  organized  the  first  Sabbath  school  in  Jackson  Township, 
and  was  its  superintendent  for  a period  of  sixteen  consecutive  years,  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  February  15,  1873,  Mrs.  Ren- 
wick dying  January  18,  1893.  In  all  of  the  walks  of  life,  James  Renwick 
displayed  a love  for  all  that  was  honest  and  fair,  and  the  regard  and 
esteem  which  he  won  in  early  manhood  were  retained  by  him  to  the 
day  of  his  death. 

Alfred  Rankin  Renwick,  son  of  James  and  grandson  of  the  pioneer 
Andrew  Renwick,  has  always  made  White  County  his  home.  Reared 
on  the  home  farm,  his  education  was  secured  in  the  Idaville  and  Monti- 
cello  public  schools  and  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School,  at  Val- 
paraiso, and  March  25,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Lily  M.  Moore,  daughter 
of  Thomas  B.  and  Louisa  (Paul)  Moore.  Following  his  marriage  Mr. 
Renwick  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years,  but  since  that  time  has 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  and  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  in  Liberty  Township  for 
a period  of  more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  and  now  has  272  acres, 
under  a good  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved  with  handsome  and 
modern  buildings,  equipped  with  the  most  up-to-date  appliances.  Mr. 
Renwick  is  known  as  a practical  farmer,  who  uses  modern  methods  in 
his  work  and  whose  well-directed  management  has  resulted  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  an  eminently  satisfactory  success.  He  and  Mrs.  Renwick  belong 
to  the  Buffalo  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  was  ordained  an  elder 
August  2,  1891,  and  was  elected  a commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  denomination,  which  met  at  Rochester,  New  York,  May  20,  1915. 
In  politics  a republican,  he  served  capably  and  faithfully  as  county  com- 
missioner from  the  Third  District  of  White  County,  from  1907  until 
1910. 

Mrs.  Renwick  was  born  February  22,  1864,  and  she  and  her  hus- 
band have  been  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Margaret 

Louisa,  born  January  16,  1887;  Elizabeth,  born  October  31,  1888;  Mary 
Ellen,  born  May  26,  1891,  married  Homer  Ray  Downey,  March  24,  1915 ; 
Rankin,  born  October  31,  1893,  married  Agnes  Van  Meter,  February  4, 
1915 ; Ralph  Moore,  born  May  26,  1896 ; Verna,  born  February  12,  1899, 
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died  March  2,  1899 ; Lily  Maud,  born  May  2,  1902 ; and  Dorothy,  born 
November  24,  1905. 

William  J.  Helfrich.  A number  of  the  agriculturists  of  White 
County  are  living  on  farms  on  which  they  were  born  and  have  passed 
their  entire  lives.  These  men  have  an  advantage,  in  a certain  way,  for 
they  have,  from  earliest  manhood,  been  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
conditions  of  the  locality,  particularly  as  they  relate  to  soil  and  climate, 
and  have  been  able  to  develop  their  properties  along  well-established  and 
practical  lines,  without  the  necessity  of  experiment.  In  this  class  is 
found  William  J.  Helfrich.  who  with  the  exception  of  one  year  has  lived 
all  of  his  life  on  his  present  property  in  Liberty  Township.  He  was 
born  here  June  13,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  William  W.  and  Mary  A. 
(Kutz)  Helfrich. 

William  W.  Helfrich  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  Octo- 
ber 20,  1832,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  and  learned  the  trade 
of  wagon  and  buggy  maker.  He  was  married  in  his  native  community 
August  9,  1853,  to  Mary  A.  Kutz,  who  was  also  born  there,  November 
13,  1832,  and  about  the  year  1866  moved  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  Three 
years  later,  in  March,  1869,  he  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Liberty  Township,  which  at 
that  time  was  only  partially  improved.  Mr.  Helfrich  settled  down  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  cultivated  his  farm  and  added  to  its 
acreage,  and  resided  there  for  some  years,  then  moving  across  the  line 
into  Pulaski  County.  After  a short  stay,  he  returned  to  White  County, 
locating  at  Buffalo,  which  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  24,  1911.  Mr.  Helfrich  was  a man  some- 
what above  the  average  in  stature,  was  exceptionally  industrious,  and 
through  his  own  exertions  and  those  of  his  faithful  wife  became  un- 
usually well-to-do.  At  one  time  he  owned  over  400  acres  of  land,  and 
was  considered  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  part  of  the  county.  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a Presbyterian,  and  in  politics  a democrat.  Liv- 
ing an  exemplary  life,  honest  to  the  penny  and  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
he  was  universally  respected  as  an  excellent  citizen,  a kind  and  con- 
siderate neighbor  and  a friend  who  could  be  depended  upon  in  times 
of  need.  Mrs.  Helfrich,  who  survives  her  husband,  lives  at  Buffalo 
where  she  has  many  friends  and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed.  She 
and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  are 
still  living. 

The  ninth  in  order  of  birth  of  his  parents’  children,  William  J.  Hel- 
frich as  a lad  helped  in  the  cultivation  and  operation  of  the  home  farm 
and  secured  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  home  neighbor- 


758 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


hood.  He  was  carefully  trained  in  the  various  departments  of  farming, 
and  has  always  made  his  home  at  the  old  homestead  place  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year  when  he  lived  on  a farm  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  Helfrich  is  now  the  owner  of  260  acres  of  valuable  land, 
devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  both  of  which  lines  he 
has  met  with  a full  measure  of  success.  He  had  good,  modern  buildings, 
and  has  made  his  farm  one  of  the  attractive  and  valuable  country  places 
of  Liberty  Township.  Mr.  Helfrich  is  a democrat  in  his  political  views, 
but  not  a politician. 

On  December  26,  1892,  Mr.  Helfrich  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
North,  the  daughter  of  L.  M.  North,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a 
resident  of  Liberty  Township.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  namely : Ernest,  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Lova  L.,  Hazel 
M.,  Byron  N.  and  William  W. 

Pi-iineas  Martin  Kent,  son  of  Carroll  Kent  and  Phebe  Dimmick 
Kent,  was  born  on  a farm  near  Cary’s  Corner,  Oneida  County,  New  York, 
October  20,  1808,  on  the  same  farm  on  which  was  fought  the  Battle  of 
Oriskany,  on  August  6,  1777,  and  upon  which  the  Oneida  Historical 
Society  has  erected  a monumental  shaft. 

Carroll  Kent,  father  of  Phineas  M.  Kent,  moved  from  New  Ashford, 
Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  to  New  York  State  in  the  year  1790, 
and  settled  in  Oneida  County,  where  he  and  his  brother,  David  Kent, 
owned  and  operated  boats  carrying  freight  which  they  poled  on  the  Mo- 
hawk River,  Wood  Creek,  Oneida  Lake,  Oneida  River,  Oswego  River, 
Seneca  River  and  Seneca  Lake,  to  Montezuma,  New  York. 

Carroll  Kent  loaded  the  first  boatload  of  freight  shipped  on  the  Erie 
Canal.  It  was  loaded  on  Rail  Creek,  West  Utica,  New  York,  and  was 
shipped  to  Montezuma,  in  the  same  state,  the  bill  of  lading  being  issued 
in  1821.  It  was  the  first  bill  of  lading  issued  by  the  Erie  Canal  and  so 
notable  was  this  shipment  that  it  was  published  in  the  Utica  Telegram 
and  other  papers  in  1821. 

Phineas  Martin  Kent  was  educated  for  the  ministry  by  his  parents 
but  was  never  ordained,  as  he  was  determined  to  study  law,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six,  in  the  year  1834,  came  West  and  settled  at  Vevay, 
Indiana,  where  he  studied  and  began  his  practice.  In  1836  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Louisa  Franklin  Knox,  a fine,  lovable  young  woman,  and  in  1838 
they  moved  to  New  Albany,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Kent  became  promi- 
nent in  his  profession  and,  as  the  founder  and  editor  of  the  New  Albany 
Daily  Ledger,  he  was  soon  one  of  the  leading  figures  of  the  community. 
He  was  an  ardent  democrat  and  later  his  active  interest  in  politics, 
including  his  work  as  a member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  which 
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in  the  year  1850  revised  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  brought  him  into 
prominence  throughout  the  state  and  in  Washington,  and  gave  him  the 
acquaintance  of  nearly  all  the  distinguished  political  men  of  his  gen- 
eration. 

His  spacious  residence  was  noted  for  its  hospitality  and  was  con- 
spicuous in  that  section  of  the  county  as  a rendezvous  for  the  leading 
politicians  and  professional  men. 

Phineas  M.  Kent  was  a well  known  and  frequent  visitor  at  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia,  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  and  his 
ability  regarded,  was  demonstrated  when  during  the  Pierce  administra- 
tion he  was  tendered  the  appointment  of  minister  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  which  honor  he  was  induced  to  decline  through  the  advice  of 
older  men,  who  unfortunately  in  that  day  considered  any  interruption 
to  the  routine  of  business  or  professional  life  a disadvantage. 

Phineas  M.  Kent  was  a man  of  temperance  in  all  things  and  never 
used  tobacco  in  any  form.  In  appearance  he  was  of  medium  height, 
expressive  blue  eyes  and  dark  hair,  with  features  of  the  old  distinguished 
Roman  type.  He  was  most  entertaining  in  conversation,  possessed  of  a 
fine  memory,  keen  sense  of  humor  and  an  unusual  command  of  language. 
Few  could  equal  his  concise  and  convincing  form  of  expression.  He 
wrote  many  articles  on  political  and  other  subjects.  His  broad  intelli- 
gence and  literary  attainments  were  of  unusual  distinction  and  one  of 
his  chief  delights  was  his  library,  which  consisted  of  many  hundred 
volumes.  He  was  a great  lover  of  history,  particularly  the  history  of 
all  religions,  and  devoted  to  the  classics. 

In  the  year  1856,  Phineas  M.  Kent,  Alexander  J.  Kent,  his  brother, 
and  Warren  R.  Fowler,  laid  out  and  platted  the  Town  of  Brookston, 
Indiana,  where  in  1857  Mr.  Kent  took  up  his  residence  and  lived  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  except  four  years,  which  were  spent  in  Chicago 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  certain  educational  advantages  for  his 
children. 

After  the  loss  of  his  wife,  Louisa  F.  Kent,  Mr.  Kent  married  in 
1855  Cornelia  Davis  Miller,  a young  woman  of  stately  beauty,  rare  char- 
acter and  attainments,  besides  possessing  the  ability  necessary  to  make 
her  the  helpmate  at  all  times  and  in  all  requirements,  whether  beside 
the  sick  bed,  in  the  home-making  as  wife  and  mother,  in  the  political, 
intellectual  or  social  gathering,  her  grace  and  culture  were  ever  con- 
spicuous. The  chief  ambition  of  this  grand  woman  was  for  the  spiritual 
and  character  development  and  education  of  her  children.  Her  ready 
sympathy,  quick  perception  and  wonderful  courage  to  act  has  left  a 
deeply  helpful  legacy  of  ideal  womanhood  in  the  minds  of  all  who  knew 
her. 
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Phineas  Martin  Kent  died  at  Brookston,  Indiana,  November  21,  1888, 
and  was  buried  in  New  Albany,  Indiana. 

Joseph  Taylor,  for  fifty  years  one  of  the  most  honored  residents  of 
White  County,  was  born  in  Kendall,  near  Liverpool,  England,  Septem- 
ber 29,  1838,  being  the  eleventh  of  twelve  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Agnes  Taylor.  In  1845,  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  lo- 
cated in  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana,  where  his  father  died  in  1849,  leav- 
ing Joseph  in  care  of  an  older  brother,  under  whose  care  he  received 
a good  common  school  education.  In  1856,  he  settled  near  Chalmers  in 
Big  Creek  Township,  where  he  died  Sunday  morning,  June  24,  1915. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  an  ardent  republican,  and  was  honored  by  his  party  by 
being  twice  elected  a county  commissioner,  and  also  served  one  term 
as  trustee  of  Big  Creek  Township. 

In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G 46th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  in  1863 
was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant.  He  served  throughout  the  war  and 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Indianapolis,  November  12,  1864,  having 
participated  in  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Red  River  Expedition  and 
many  other  important  engagements. 

On  January  26,  1865,  he  married  Nancy  J.  Price,  who  survives  him, 
and  to  this  union  was  born  five  children,  Eddie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Lillian,  whose  death  occurred  just  prior  to  the  father; 
Bert,  of  Lafayette,  Indiana;  Clyde  of  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  and 
Mrs.  Minnie  Neff,  of  El  Paso,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  on  January 
25,  1915,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  at  their  home  near  Chalmers. 
He  was  a member  of  Brookston  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  the  Grand  Army 
Post,  and  the  Universalist  Church  of  Brookston. 

As  a citizen,  soldier,  neighbor  and  friend,  Joseph  Taylor  filled  every 
station  with  honor  and  was  one  of  our  most  respected  old  settlers. 

James  Chilton.  Among  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  western  part  of  Prairie  Township,  was  James  Chilton,  who 
resided  just  south  of  Badger  Grove  for  almost  fifty  years.  Mr.  Chil- 
ton was  born  in  Henry  County,  Kentucky,  July  25,  1820,  and  died  No- 
wember  5,  1914,  at  the  ripe  age  of  a little  more  than  ninety-four  years. 

The  first  twenty-two  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  his  home  plan- 
tation in  Kentucky,  flere  he  was  first  married  to  Maria  Johnson;  and 
to  them  were  born  two  daughters,  now  Mrs.  Margaret  Brown  of  West 
Lafayette,  and  Mrs.  Letitia  Brown,  of  Brookston.  His  first  wife  died 
in  1845,  and  in  1847  he  was  again  married  to  Mary  Russell,  who  died 
six  months  later.  He  then  married  Nancy  Russell,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Russell,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons,  Joseph  and  Charles  Chilton, 
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both  still  well  known  residents  of  Prairie  Township.  This  Mrs.  Chil- 
ton died  in  1870  and  in  1873  he  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs. 
Rachel  Miller,  who  died  in  January,  1901. 

Mr.  Chilton  was  a quiet,  unassuming  citizen,  greatly  attached  to  his 
home.  Coming  to  White  County  in  the  early  ’40s,  he  was  one  of  the 
pioneers,  whose  long  and  useful  life  reached  down  to  the  present  day. 
He  saw  the  development  of  the  open  prairie  region  of  the  county,  with 
no  roads  and  scarcely  any  communication  with  the  outside  world,  to  a 
highly  developed  community  of  pleasant,  comfortable  homes,  with  all 
the  modern  conveniences  of  communication  and  travel.  As  one  who 
knew  the  burdens  of  the  early  pioneer  has  well  said:  “He  traveled  in 
an  ox  cart  that  his  children  and  his  children’s  children  might  travel 
on  the  trolley  and  in  the  automobile.  ’ ’ He  was  fortunate  enough  to  him- 
self live  awhile  in  the  electric  and  automobile  age,  and  only  a short  time 
before  his  death  he  accompanied  his  son  Joseph  and  family  to  Monti- 
cello,  noting  at  the  time  that  it  was  his  first  visit  to  the  county  seat  in 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  that  the  trip  overland  was  made  in  one- 
tenth  of  the  time  it  would  have  taken  him  in  the  old  days. 

George  Dickey  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1828,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
his  step-daughter,  Mrs.  Martha  Lucas,  in  Monticello,  Monday  evening, 
November  23,  1914,  having  outlived  all  his  brothers  and  sisters.  When 
but  a young  man  he  settled  near  Wabash,  Indiana,  remaining  there  but 
a short  time  he  moved  to  Pulaski  County,  but  most  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  White  County,  where,  on  April  4,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Emeline  Fisher,  who  died,  childless,  in  1900. 

Mr.  Dickey  was  reared  in  the  Old  Dunkard  Communion,  but  was 
not  a member  of  any  church.  His  life  was  unusual  in  that  he  never 
suffered  from  any  illness  until  the  infirmities  of  old  age  gathered  about 
him.  His  remains  wTere  laid  away  in  the  little  cemetery  at  Monon  Chapel. 
Quiet  and  unassuming,  honest  and  reliable,  he  left  many  old-time  friends 
to  mourn  his  departure. 

Anthony  Mastaw.  On  a small  marble  stone  in  the  old  grave  yard 
at  Monticello,  is  carved  the  following  epitaph:  “Anthony  Mastaw,  of 
the  46th  Reg.  Ind.  Yol.  A patriot,  a Soldier  and  a Christian,  died  near 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  March  26,  1862.  Aged  42  years.” 

His  biography  would  read  like  fiction.  In  fact,  but  little  is  known 
of  him,  though  to  the  older  generation  he  represented  himself  to  have 
some  Indian  blood  in  his  veins,  of  which  he  was  quite  proud.  He  lived 
with  his  wife  in  a log  cabin  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  about  five  miles 
north  of  Monticello;  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
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intensely  religions.  He  enlisted  from  White  County  and  was  mustered 
into  the  service  November  5,  1861.  The  late  L.  G.  Kenton,  was  a com- 
rade with  Mr.  Mastaw  and  has  often  told  the  writer  of  being  alone  with 
him  the  night  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  a log  cabin.  His  death 
was  caused  by  typhoid  fever  and  his  remains  were  brought  to  Monti- 
cello  for  interment.  His  wife,  who  died  from  a cancer  some  years  later, 
is  buried  by  his  side.  Mr.  Mastaw  was  a brother-in-law  of  Prof.  George 
Bowman. 

Clyde  C.  Wheeler.  Mr.  Wheeler’s  important  position  in  business 
affairs  is  indicated  by  his  office  as  general  manager  and  director  in  the 
prominent  Indiana  corporation  of  Crabbs,  Reynolds,  Taylor  Company, 
dealers  in  grain,  feed  and  seed.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  the  active  direction 
of  the  business  at  Reynolds  and  Smithson,  and  the  company  has  branch 
offices  in  a dozen  or  more  towns  in  this  section  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Wheeler 
is  a man  whose  earnestness  and  ability  are  chiefly  responsible  for  his 
rise  in  the  business  world,  and  he  has  steadily  devoted  his  time  and 
energy  to  this  branch  of  business  since  young  manhood. 

Clyde  C.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  18,  1872,  a 
son  of  Hiram  M.  and  Nettie  (McComber)  Wheeler.  In  1874,  when  he 
was  two  years  of  age,  the  family  came  to  White  County  and  located  two 
miles  south  of  Reynolds.  His  father  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
and  such  importance  was  attached  to  his  home  in  White  County  that 
it  acquired  the  name  Wheeler,  and  has  since  been  known  as  Wheeler 
Station.  Hiram  M.  Wheeler,  in  1889,  moved  his  residence  to  Lafayette, 
where  he  died  in  December,  1912.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and 
took  a general  interest  in  public  affairs.  His  wife  died  in  Lafayette  in 
August,  1907,  and  both  are  buried  in  that  city.  Their  five  children 
were : Fred,  deceased;  May,  wife  of  A.  E.  Bradbury  of  Lafayette;  Maud, 
deceased;  Clyde  C.;  and  Blanche,  wife  of  C.  D.  Bushnell  of  Lafayette. 

Clyde  C.  Wheeler  spent  most  of  his  early  youth  in  White  County, 
and  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  this  locality  for  his  education. 
After  some  experience  in  working  for  others  he  started  out  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and  soon  became  identified  with  the  grain 
trade.  In  1900  he  established  a grain  business  at  Wffieeler  Station,  and 
a year  later  moved  to  Reynolds,  where  he  became  a full  partner  with 
the  firm  of  Crabbs,  Reynolds  & Wheeler.  In  June,  1904,  this  business 
was  incorporated  with  a capitalization  of  $160,000.00.  The  officers  are : 
A.  E.  Reynolds,  president;  B.  F.  Crabbs,  first  vice  president;  Bennett 
Taylor  second  vice  president:  T.  C.  Crabbs,  secretary  and  treasurer; 
and  C.  C.  Wheeler,  general  manager  and  director.  The  main  offices  are 
at  Crawfordsville  and  Lafayette,  while  branch  offices  are  maintained 
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at  fifteen  different  towns,  namely:  Reynolds,  Francisville,  Medaryville, 
Smithson,  Ash  Grove,  Battle  Ground,  Riverside,  West  Point,  Wingate, 
Lapland,  Taylor  Station,  Cherry  Grove,  South  Raub,  Linden  and  New- 
market. 

On  October  16,  1901,  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Miss  Minta  Donaldson, 
daughter  of  W.  S.  and  Sarah  (Hardy)  Donaldson.  Her  family  were 
early  settlers  in  White  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  have  one  daugh- 
ter: Verna,  who  was  born  December  8,  1902,  and  is  in  the  eighth  grade 
of  the  public  schools.  Mrs.  Wheeler  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Wheeler  affiliates  with  the  democratic  party, 
but  gives  his  best  service  to  the  public  through  the  business  over  which 
he  has  management.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Rey- 
nolds Castle  Hall,  No.  454. 

The  Bank  of  Reynolds  is  one  of  the  solidest  and  best  officered  in- 
stitutions in  White  County.  Every  financial  institution  during  its  ear- 
lier years  acquires  estimation  and  influence  largely  through  the  char- 
acter and  reputation  of  the  men  whose  names  are  most  intimately 
associated  with  the  undertaking.  The  personal  factor  is  always  the 
indispensable  quality  in  an  institution  of  this  kind,  particularly  at  the 
beginning.  The  men  who  have  been  connected  with  the  Bank  of  Rey- 
nolds since  its  beginning  enjoy  the  thorough  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  business  territory  which  their  bank  serves,  and  this  is  the  principal 
reason  for  the  success  of  the  institution. 

It  began  in  1897  as  a private  institution  with  $10,000  capital.  The 
owners  and  officers  at  that  time  were:  John  C.  Vanatta,  president; 
William  T.  Wagner,  vice  president;  and  Fred  Dahling,  cashier.  On 
June  15,  1914,  the  bank  was  reorganized  under  a state  charter,  with 
a capitalization  of  $25,000.  The  officers  remained  the  same  as  above 
noted,  the  only  change  being  the  appointment  of  J.  W.  Scearcy  as  as- 
sistant cashier.  The  bank  was  prosperous  from  the  start,  and  in  point 
of  stability  compares  with  any  other  bank  in  White  County.  It  has 
never  refused  a loan  on  good  security,  and  during  hard  times  it  has 
been  in  a situation  to  pay  every  dollar  to  its  depositors. 

Fred  Dahling,  who  has  been  identified  with  this  bank  from  its  be- 
ginning, and  whose  genial  personality  and  judgment  have  been  impor- 
tant factors  in  its  growth,  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  White  County, 
and  was  a teacher  and  connected  with  different  local  offices  before  tak- 
ing up  his  present  business. 

Fred  Dahling  was  born  in  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  Octo- 
ber 25,  1870.  His  parents,  William  and  Sophia  (Boltz)  Dahling, 
brought  their  family  to  the  United  States  in  1875,  locating  in  Monti- 
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cello,  from  which  city  they  removed  three  years  later  to  Reynolds, 
where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  father  died  December 
10,  1900,  and  his  wife  on  February  5,  1876.  Both  are  now  at  rest  in 
the  Lutheran  Cemetery  at  Reynolds.  The  father  was  a democrat  in 
politics,  and  took  a general  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  never  an 
office  holder.  He  was  reared  and  always  remained  in  the  faith  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  three  children  were:  Henry,  who  is  in  busi- 

ness at  Brookston;  Mary,  wife  of  H.  G.  Krueger,  of  Reynolds;  and 
Fred. 

Fred  Dahling  was  about  five  years  old  when  he  came  to  White  County. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  at  Reynolds,  and  his  earlier  experiences 
were  as  school  teacher,  an  employe  in  the  county  recorder’s  office,  as 
deputy  county  treasurer,  and  in  1894  he  was  honored  with  election  to 
the  office  of  township  trustee.  He  held  that  office  six  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  had  engaged  in  banking,  and  has  presided  at  the  cashier’s 
window  of  the  Bank  of  Reynolds  for  eighteen  years.  In  July,  1914,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Reynolds,  and  is  now  giving 
part  of  his  attention  to  the  administration  of  that  office. 

Mr.  Dahling  is  a democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Reynolds.  On  November  24,  1901,  he  married  Miss  .Ida 
E.  Erdmann,  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Mary  (Hagen)  Erdmann.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Waldemar,  who  was  born  March  15,  1904,  and 
is  now  attending  the  public  schools. 

Jacob  M.  Fross.  For  practically  all  his  lifetime  Jacob  M.  Fross 
has  lived  in  White  County,  where  he  spent  his  early  youth  and  man- 
hood in  the  rural  districts,  and  now  occupies  a place  with  substantial 
improvements,  containing  sixty  acres,  in  Section  4 of  Liberty  Township. 
Mr.  Fross  has  for  many  years  been  active  in  the  ministry  in  the  Church 
of  God,  but  at  the  same  time  has  carried  on  farming  as  his  regular 
business,  and  is  now  largely  retired,  having  shifted  the  burdens  of 
farm  management  to  the  shoulders  of  his  sons.  His  home  is  on  Rural 
Route  No.  3,  out  of  Monticello. 

Jacob  M.  Fross  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  July  14, 
1863,  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Cochran)  Fross.  The  paternal 
line  is  German  and  the  maternal  is  Scotch-Irish.  John  Fross  was  born 
January  13,  1828,  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  while  his  wife  was  born 
July  27,  1836,  in  Carroll  County,  and  they  were  married  in  the  lat- 
ter locality,  July  14,  1854.  Of  their  eleven  children  the  only  two  now 
living  are  George  W.  of  Indianapolis,  and  Jacob  M.  In  November, 
1869,  the  family  moved  to  White  County,  and  located  in  Liberty  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  followed  farming  and  stock  raising.  By  trade 
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he  was  a harnessmaker,  though  he  did  not  make  that  the  basis  of  a profit- 
able business  in  White  County,  but  in  connection  with  his  farming  enter- 
prise he  made  many  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  for  the  local  trade.  His 
death  occurred  March  15,  1889,  while  his  wife  passed  away  June  5, 
1893,  and  both  are  now  at  rest  in  the  Hughes  Cemetery.  John  Fross 
was  known  as  a radical  democrat  in  politics,  though  he  was  not  a par- 
ticipant in  office  seeking  and  belonged  to  none  of  the  social  or  fraternal 
orders. 

Jacob  M.  Fross  was  about  six  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed 
to  White  County,  and  came  to  manhood  in  Liberty  Township,  having 
acquired  his  education  by  attending  the  public  schools  in  Liberty  Town- 
ship and  at  Idaville.  With  the  death  of  his  father  he  assumed  the 
active  management  of  the  old  farm,  and  for  several  years  helped  to 
care  for  the  mother  and  children.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  began 
for  himself,  and  on  March  26,  1890,  married  Miss  Ida  Royer,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Shaffer)  Royer,  a family  well  known  in  White 
County  and  mentioned  on  other  pages  of  this  publication.  To  their 
marriage  have  been  born  four  children:  Allison  L.,  born  February  10, 
1891;  Edna  G.,  who  was  born  June  11,  1893,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
James  Bowsher;  Harry  L.,  born  July  25,  1896;  and  Leonard  R.,  born 
August  15,  1899. 

Mr.  Jacob  M.  Fross  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church 
of  God,  June  5,  1886,  and  now  for  nearly  thirty  years  has  been  con- 
nected with  ministerial  work.  He  was  pastor  of  the  New  Dunkard 
Church  at  Idaville,  and  of  several  others,  and  at  the  present  writing 
is  moderator  of  the  conference.  He  takes  an  independent  stand  in  gen- 
eral politics,  but  has  strong  prohibition  tendencies.  He  belongs  to  no 
secret  fraternities.  Mr.  Fross  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Section  4 
of  Liberty  Township,  November  13,  1903,  and  has  done  muqh  to  improve 
and  complete  the  livableness  and  value  of  his  sixty  acres.  He  has  made 
additions  to  the  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  now  has  a comfortable 
home  and  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  all  his  neighbors. 

Perry  E.  Swisher.  The  chimneys  that  mark  the  home  and  the  chief 
interests  in  life  for  Perry  E.  Swisher,  are  located  in  Honey  Creek  Town- 
ship, 3y2  miles  northwest  of  Reynolds.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swisher,  among 
other  accomplishments,  have  a fine  family  of  children,  most  of  them 
grown  and  well  established  in  independent  homes.  They  are  not  people 
of  great  wealth,  and  have  never  sought  such  distinctions,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  have  prospered  and  have  collected  around  them  many 
of  the  evidences  of  essential  happiness.  Mr.  Swisher  is  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  Honey  Creek  Township  and  has  a very  high-grade  place. 
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Perry  E.  Swisher  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Philadelphia  (Dickey) 
Swisher.  The  Swisher  family  is  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock,  while  the 
Dickeys  were  from  New  Jersey.  Samuel  Swisher  began  his  political 
life  as  a democrat,  but  subsequently  turned  to  the  republican  party.  He 
went  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  and  in  1856  was  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Pulaski  County,  Indiana.  He  was  born  in  1816  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty,  on  August  12,  1876.  Though  he  belonged  to  no  church 
and  to  no  secret  organization,  he  was  a man  of  upright  character  and 
had  a great  many  warm  friends. 

Perry  E.  Swisher,  who  was  the  fifth  child  in  his  father’s  family, 
was  horn  in  Jasper  County,  near  Medaryville,  February  14,  1859.  In 
his  twenty-first  year,  on  August  12,  1879,  came  the  first  great  event  of 
his  life — his  marriage.  He  was  married  in  the  home  of  the  bride — a 
log  house  in  White  County — to  Miss  Amanda  A.  Retherford,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  Jane  (Rutherford)  Retherford.  The  Rether- 
fords  came  from  Virginia  to  White  County,  in  June,  1873,  and  Mr. 
Retherford  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He  had  lived  in  Lafayette  as 
early  as  1852,  and  after  spending  about  six  years  in  White  County 
returned  to  that  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swisher  became  the  parents  of  seven  children : Stella, 
the  first  born,  died  in  infancy ; Florence  married  Leonard  Hoffman,  lives 
three  miles  north  of  Chalmers,  and  has  two  children,  Albert  and  Mar- 
garet. Larkin  Gf.,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  married  Theresa  Becker.  Clark 
W.,  who  is  also  a resident  of  Chicago,  married  Maude  Fulkerson,  and 
has  a child  named  Lloyd.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Robinson,  liv- 
ing in  Lafayette,  and  they  have  a child,  Wilbur.  Leo  Earl  lives  at 
home,  and  the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy. 

Perry  E.  Swisher  began  his  active  career  as  a trapper.  He  worked 
as  a farmer,  was  paid  monthly  wages,  and  also  did  the  strenuous  work 
of  ditching.  He  was  honest,  faithful  and  diligent,  carefully  saved  his 
money,  and  finally  had  enough  to  permit  him  to  venture  into  farming 
for  himself.  He  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  developed  it 
and  improved  it  and  has  since  increased  it  to  eighty  acres.  Mr.  Swisher 
is  a republican  and  is  a broad-gauge  man  in  local  politics.  He  was  a 
candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  for  the  township  advisory  board  in 
Honey  Creek,  and  though  running  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  he  was  de- 
feated. Mrs.  Swisher  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  Mr. 
Swisher  gives  it  liberal  support.  She  is  also  a member  of.  three  church 
societies  at  Reynolds.  Mr.  Swisher  is  a trustee  and  treasurer  of  the 
Swisher  Cemetery  and  always  stands  for  local  improvements  and  bet- 
terment. He  has  lived  at  peace  with  the  world  and  with  his  neighbors, 
and  never  sued  a man  and  was  never  sued  in  his  entire  career. 


HISTORY  OP  WHITE  COUNTY 


767 


William  L.  Coffey.  The  record  of  William  L.  Coffey  as  a progres- 
sive farmer  of  Honey  Creek  Township  covers  a period  of  ten  years.  Mr. 
Coffey  is  a practical  and  well-trained  farmer,  came  to  White  County 
from  Illinois,  in  which  state  he  was  born  and  reared,  and  has  done  a 
great  deal  to  prove  his  possession  of  all  the  qualities  needed  for  suc- 
cess in  the  field  of  agriculture.  His  home  is  located  on  Rural  Route  De- 
livery No.  11,  out  of  Reynolds,  in  Section  31  of  Honey  Creek  Township. 
His  farm  comprises  151  acres. 

William  L.  Coffey  was  born  in  Douglas  County,  Illinois,  May  4, 
1871,  a son  of  Jerry  and  Jeanetta  (Cutler)  Coffey.  His  father  is  still 
living  and  his  mother  is  buried  in  Douglas  County.  There  were  nine 
children,  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  all  are  still  living  but  one. 

Mr.  Coffey  spent  his  early  life  on  a farm,  and  came  to  manhood  with 
a knowledge  of  stock,  field  work  and  general  agriculture,  in  addition 
to  the  training  he  had  received  from  the  public  schools.  He  began  life 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  in  Douglas  County,  and  after  some 
years  of  continued  experience,  during  which  he  had  accumulated  some 
capital,  he  arrived  in  White  County,  on  March  1,  1905,  and  bought  and 
located  his  present  place.  All  the  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  his 
revenues  come  from  general  farming  and  stock  enterprise.  In  the  way 
of  improvements  he  has  put  down  a large  amount  of  tile,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1914  built  a silo,  which  is  a conspicuous  object  among  his  farm  build- 
ings. As  a stock  man  Mr.  Coffey  has  ‘twenty  head  of  graded  cattle 
and  eight  head  of  horses. 

On  March  9,  1898,  Mr.  Coffey  married  Miss  Maud  Josserand,  a 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Emily  Josserand.  Their  marriage  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  three  children : Leota,  born  December  10,  1899 ; Lois, 
born  May  11,  1901,  and  Louis,  born  July  1,  1912.  The  two  older  chil- 
dren are  attending  the  public  schools  at  Reynolds.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  that  village,  and  in  poli- 
tics Mr.  Coffey  is  a republican  and  has  evinced  considerable  interest  in 
public  affairs.  Mrs.  Coffey  was  also  born  in  Douglas  County,  Illinois, 
her  parents  having  come  to  that  state  from  Indiana. 

Emil  G.  Wiese.  One  of  the  most  creditable  careers  of  performance 
in  White  County  has  been  that  of  Emil  G.  Wiese,  who  though  a native 
of  Germany  was  reared  from  early  childhood  in  the  United  States,  and 
has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  White  County.  Like  many  other  thrifty 
German  families,  this  one  came  and  made  a hard  struggle  to  gain  a 
foothold  in  the  New  World,  and  bring  up  children  to  lives  of  useful- 
ness. Emil  G.  Wiese  therefore  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  with 
nothing  but  willing  hands  and  heart,  and  now,  hardly  more  than  in  the 
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prime  of  his  life,  can  look  around  on  substantial  possessions  in  a fine 
farm  of  many  acres  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  lands  in  other  states,  and 
various  interests  and  holdings  which  classify  him  as  among  the  most 
progressive  men  of  his  community. 

His  father  was  Gottlieb  Wiese,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  received 
only  a common  school  education,  and  in  1872  emigrated  with  his  family 
and  first  settled  in  Newton  County,  Indiana,  and  from  there,  in  1879, 
removed  to  White  County.  He  was  an  active  farmer  all  his  career. 
He  married  Carolina  Rosentreter,  and  their  seven  children  were : Emil 
G. ; Hermann  A.,  deceased ; Pauline,  wife  of  Henry  Reumler,  who  lives 
in  North  Dakota  and  has  seven  children ; Wilhelmina,  who  married 
Frank  Geier  of  Honey  Creek  Township,  and  has  four  children,  one 
deceased;  Matilda,  deceased;  Lewis  G.,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  with 
his  mother ; and  Anna,  wife  of  William  Robinson,  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Honey  Creek  Township.  Gottlieb  Wiese  was  a democrat,  but 
with  only  a passive  interest  in  political  affairs.  He  was  a German  Luth- 
eran, and  always  active  as  a member  and  contributor  to  the  church. 
Though  he  came  to  the  United  States  a poor  man,  he  owned  115  acres 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had  no  affiliations  with  secret  orders  and 
was  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  who  nevertheless  performed  a useful 
function  in  the  world.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the  old  home  in 
White  County. 

Emil  G.  Wiese  was  born  near  Bromberg,  Posen,  Germany,  April 
16,  1868,  and  was  four  years  old  when  brought  to  America  and  to  New- 
ton County.  His  life  since  he  was  eleven  years  of  age  has  been  spent 
almost  entirely  in  White  County. 

Mr.  Wiese  was  fortunate  in  securing  a capable  helpmate  for  his 
life  career.  On  April  16,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Bardonner,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  Bardonner  of  Honey  Creek  Township, 
where  they  were  among  the  substantial  farmers  and  had  lived  there 
since  1876.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiese  have  been  bom  eight  children: 
Herbert  L.,  who  is  attending  Concordia  College  at  Fort  Wayne;  Otto 
J.  and  Charlotte  C.,  both  in  school  at  Reynolds;  Walter  A.,  who  died 
October  30,  1906 ; Lawrence-  H. ; Paul  R. ; Arthur  E.,  who  died  October 
18,  1913;  Marie  L. 

Emil  G.  Wiese  has  spent  his  life  as  a farmer,  is  a democrat,  and 
in  local  affairs  votes  for  the  best  man.  He  has  served  a couple  of  terms 
as  supervisor  of  the  township,  but  never  seeks  any  official  honors,  though 
not  unwilling  to  do  his  part  as  a public-spirited  citizen.  For  three  years 
he  was  a trustee  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  in  his  community. 
Mr.  Wiese’s  fine  farm  home  is  situated  three  miles  southwest  of  Rey- 
nolds. It  comprises  200  acres  of  land,  well  cultivated,  and  in  a condi- 
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tion  of  far  greater  value  than  when  he  first  took  possession.  His  owner- 
ship also  extends  to  160  acres  in  South  Dakota,  near  Roscoe,  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & St.  Paul  Railroad.  He  is  also  owner 
of  some  stock  in  the  Reynolds  creamery,  and  this  is  only  an  indica- 
tion of  his  attitude  towards  all  local  improvements,  being  ever  ready 
to  respond  to  co-operative  effort  for  local  betterment  in  the  way  of 
ditches,  roads,  schools,  churches  and  a general  moral  and  civic  uplift. 

Frank  R.  Geier.  Many  business  men  of  the  cities  might  well  envy 
Mr.  Geier  his  country  home  on  Section  27  of  Honey  Creek  Township. 
Mr.  Geier  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  agriculturists  of  White  County, 
and  has  largely  created  his  prosperity  out  of  his  own  efforts  and  judg- 
ment. From  early  life  his  career  has  been  characterized  by  earnest 
purpose,  and  he  has  usually  gone  directly  toward  the  object  or  objects 
which  he  has  desired  most  in  life.  This  quality  of  determination  and 
prompt  action  have  been  largely  responsible  for  his  success.  He  has  a 
high-grade  farm  comprising  132  acres,  and  has  likewise  surrounded  him- 
self and  family  with  facilities  needed  for  comfortable  living  in  a rural 
community. 

Frank  R.  Geier  was  born  in  Newton  County,  Indiana,  November 
12,  1866,  a son  of  William  and  Wilhelmina  (Hayes)  Geier.  Both  his 
parents  were  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  and  came  many  years  ago  to 
the  United  States.  For  two  years  they  lived  in  White  County,  then 
spent  seven  years  in  Goodland  in  Newton  County,  and  seven  more  years 
on  a farm  in  the  same  county,  after  which  they  returned  to  White  Coun- 
ty and  lived  here  until  their  death.  William  Geier  was  a mason  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  occupation  in  addition  to  farming.  By  hard  work  and 
thrift  he  managed  to  accumulate  an  estate  of  132  acres  before  his 
death.  As  a farmer  he  raised  general  crops  and  kept  graded  stock, 
was  a splendid  neighbor,  and  liked  in  every  community  that  he  made 
his  home.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church 
at  Reynolds.  Of  their  ten  children,  eight  are  now  living,  named  as 
follows:  Augusta,  Otilla,  William,  Frank  R.,  August,  Dora,  Albert 

and  Louise.  The  parents  are  buried  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery  near 
Reynolds.  While  a democrat  in  politics,  the  interest  he  took  in  public 
affairs  never  led  William  Geier  to  seek  an  office. 

Frank  R.  Geier  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  White  County.  His 
education  came  from  the  schools  of  this  county  and  Newton  County, 
and  he  was  carefully  trained  in  industrious  habits  and  as  a young  man 
sowed  the  seeds  which  have  since  ripened  into  substantial  success.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  left  home,  and  at  thirty  was  an  independent 
farmer.  He  then  located  on  his  present  place,  and  has  owned  it  ever 
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since,  although  he  has  not  been  constant  in  his  residence  there.  In 
politics  he  is  a republican,  and  has  never  held  any  official  position  in 
the  community.  He  does  not  claim  to  be  a specialist  in  farming,  but 
has  relied  upon  the  time-honored  methods  of  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  his  prosperity  is  beyond  question.  His  farm  is  im- 
proved and  this  is  practically  all  due  to  his  individual  efforts  since  tak- 
ing possession  there.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds. 

On  April  29,  1896,  Mr.  Geier  married  Miss  Wilhelmina  Wiese, 
daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Carolina  (Rosentreter)  Wiese.  The  Wiese 
family  settled  in  White  County  many  years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geier 
have  a happy  family,  three  of  their  four  children  still  living  and  being 
carefully  educated  in  the  local  schools.  Their  oldest  child,  Homer,  was 
born  November  11,  1898 ; Luella  was  born  August  3,  1901 ; Ruth  was 
born  December  12,  1903,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six  months ; and  Gerald 
was  born  May  15,  1907. 

Fred  Hintzman.  Hard  work  and  an  earnest  purpose  to  succeed  have 
carried  many  poor  men  far  along  the  road  of  prosperity,  and  the  case  in 
point  is  that  of  Fred  Hintzman,  whose  name  is  well  known  to  all  White 
County’s  progressive  agriculturists,  and  who  has  a fine  rural  home  in 
Honey  Creek  Township,  on  Rural  Route  No.  11,  out  of  Reynolds. 

Many  people  who  know  of  his  success  explain  it  briefly  by  saying  that 
he  is  a German,  and  that  means  that  he  is  possessed  of  the  thrift  and 
energy  for  which  people  of  that  country  are  noted.  Mr.  Hintzman, 
though  he  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Indiana,  was  born  in  Mecklin- 
burg,  Germany,  January  21,  1866,  a son  of  Frank  and  Dorothy  Hintz- 
man. When  he  was  about  nine  years  of  age  the  family  left  the  old  coun- 
try, and  after  landing  from  the  Atlantic  vessel,  in  New  York  Harbor,  in 
October,  1875,  came  on  to  White  County  and  settled  at  Monticello.  Here 
the  mother  died  in  February,  1876,  and  her  body  is  now  at  rest  in  the 
Bunnell  Cemetery  near  Reynolds.  Frank  Hintzman  was  employed  in 
the  paper  mills  at  Monticello,  but  about  fourteen  years  ago  moved  to 
Danville,  Illinois,  and  is  still  living  at  that  city.  Fred  Hintzman  was 
the  first  in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others  being : Mary,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Davis  Ewald  of  Virginia;  John;  and  Dorothy. 

The  school  training  which  had  begun  in  the  old  country  for  Fred 
Hintzman  was  continued  in  the  public  schools  near  and  in  Monticello. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  made  himself  responsible  for  his  own  career, 
and  supported  himself  by  employment  in  the  pulp  mills  at  Monticello 
and  Norway  for  about  three  years.  Then  came  several  years  of  hard 
work  as  a farm  hand.  Industrious,  willing  and  capable,  he  also  had 
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habits  of  economy,  and  when  about  twenty-five  years  of  age  made  his 
first  purchase  of  land  and  secured  ninety-five  acres  in  Honey  Creek 
Township.  He  takes  commendable  pride  in  the  fact  that  this  land  is 
still  in  his  possession.  More  than  twenty  years  have  passed  since  he 
thus  secured  a foothold  among  the  landed  proprietors  of  Honey  Creek 
and  he  now  owns  about  three  hundred  acres,  with  such  improvements 
that  its  acreage  value  measure  up  to  the  highest  standards  found  else- 
where in  White  County. 

Mr.  Hintzman  married  Miss  Mary  Brandt,  a daughter  of  Fred  Brandt. 
Their  home  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  three  children : Dorothy, 
Emelia  and  Albert.  Mr.  Hintzman  is  a democrat  in  national  politics, 
but  votes  independently  in  local  affairs.  He  is  a friend  of  improvement 
and  an  advocate  of  progress,  but  has  never  sought  the  honors  of  public 
office.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church 
at  Reynolds. 

Jacob  W.  Daugherty.  A resident  of  White  County  for  a period  of 
thirty-six  years,  the  late  Jacob  W.  Daugherty  passed  his  career  here 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  he  was  likewise 
a carpenter  and  at  various  times  followed  his  trade.  More  than  five  years 
have  passed  since  his  death,  yet  he  is  still  remembered  as  a man  of  in- 
dustry, integrity  and  public-spirit,  who  gave  freely  of  his  abilities  and 
energies  in  advancing  his  community’s  welfare  and  the  influence  of  whose 
straightforward  and  manly  life  still  remains. 

Mr.  Daugherty  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  Febru- 
ary 20,  1842,  and  was  a son  of  John  and  Magdalena  (Marcham) 
Daugherty,  the  family  being  of  Irish  and  German  descent.  His  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  where  he 
was  reared  on  a farm,  and  as  a young  man  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, to  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship.  He  was  engaged  in  work- 
ing at  this  vocation  when  the  Civil  war  came  on,  and  August  14,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  133rd  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  nine  months,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in  May, 
1863.  During  this  service  he  participated  in  several  skirmishes  and  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  In  1874  Mr.  Daugherty 
came  to  White  County  from  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  where  he  had 
spent  a short  time  in  working  at  his  trade.  Here  he  settled  on  a farm  in 
Union  Township  and  applied  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  continued  to  be  engaged  during  the  remainder  of  his  active  career. 
He  accumulated  a handsome  property  of  153  acres,  all  of  which  he  put 
under  cultivation,  and  improved  it  in  appearance  and  value  by  the  erec- 
tion of  modern  and  substantial  buildings.  He  retired  from  active  par- 
voi.  n— 17 
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ticipation  in  agricultural  affairs  in  1903,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  24,  1910,  he  lived  quietly  at  Monticello. 
Mr.  Daugherty  was  a practical  and  progressive  agriculturist,  making  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  and  directing  his  operations  in  an  intelligent 
manner.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
but  after  locating  at  Monticello,  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  continued  to  be  identified  therewith  until  his  death.  In  politics  a 
democrat,  he  never  cared  for  the  doubtful  and  often  disappointing  honors 
of  public  life,  being  content  to  spend  his  life  as  a farmer  and  good  citi- 
zen. Always  ready  with  aid  to  those  in  need,  he  proved  a friend  to  many 
who  were  less  fortunate  than  he,  and  when  he  died  he  was  mourned 
not  only  by  his  large  circle  of  friends,  but  by  many  who  had  come  to 
know  and  respect  him  because  of  his  many  sterling  virtues  of  mind  and 
heart.  His  death  was  caused  by  an  attack  of  Bright’s  disease,  and  he 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Riverview  Cemetery.  He  was  an  honored  member 
of  Tippecanoe  Post  at  Monticello,  and  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  the 
post. 

Mr.  Daugherty  was  married  January  13,  1876,  to  Miss  Amanda  Jane 
Hornbeck,  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  October  22,  1848,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Hornbeck)  Hornbeck,  who  came  to  White  County 
from  their  native  state  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Daugherty  was  the  fifth  born 
of  their  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  four  of  the 
children  are  yet  living.  The  three  daughters  are  residents  of  Indiana, 
and  the  son,  Charles  A.  Hornbeck,  has  his  home  in  California.  Mr. 
Hornbeck,  the  father,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  died  in  Carroll  County, 
Indiana,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  was  a farmer,  and  owned 
an  estate  of  192  acres  in  Carroll  County.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  New  Light  Church.  Mrs.  Hornbeck,  the  mother,  was  also  born  in 
Ohio.  They  now  lie  buried  in  the  Dyer  Cemetery  in  Carroll  County. 
Mrs.  Daugherty  still  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her  home  on  South 
Main  Street,  Monticello,  where  she  has  numerous  friends  and  is  well 
known  by  reason  of  her  activities  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
While  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daugherty  had  no  children  of  their  own,  they 
adopted  and  reared  a daughter,  Lora  May  Van  Scoy,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Rufus  J.  Morrison,  of  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana,  and  is  now 
the  mother  of  two  children — Walter  Adair  and  Catherine  Jane.  Mrs. 
Morrison  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  Kosciusko 
County,  as  is  also  her  husband.  Mr.  Morrison  is  a successful  farmer, 
owning  an  estate  of  130  acres  near  Pierceton,  Indiana,  and  in  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a democrat. 
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Archie  K.  Rawlins.  During  nearly  thirty  years  as  a builder  and 
contractor  in  White  County,  Archie  K.  Rawlins  has  established  a repu- 
tation for  responsible  financial  management  and  systematic  and  accurate 
execution  of  every  contract  which  he  undertakes,  even  down  to  the  last 
detail.  He  has  given  competent  building  service,  and  hundreds  of  the 
better  structures  throughout  the  country  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
work. 

Archie  K.  Rawlins  was  born  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  January  16, 
1862,  being  one  of  three  children  whose  parents  were  Joseph  Y.  and 
Melinda  M.  (Fleener)  Rawlins.  His  parents  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Minnesota,  but  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  left  that  state 
and  located  in  Monroe  County,  Indiana,  and  a little  later  went  to  Mat- 
toon,  Illinois,  then  back  to  Indiana,  living  at  several  different  localities, 
spent  one  winter  in  Arkansas,  and  in  the  spring  of  1871  returned  to 
Monroe  County,  Indiana,  and  followed  this  with  four  years  of  residence 
in  Texas.  In  the  meantime  Archie  K.  Rawlins  was  sent  back  to  Monroe 
County  to  attend  school.  His  parents  having  in  the  meantime  located 
at  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas,  he  joined  the  household  there  and  re- 
mained two  years.  His  father  finally  came  back  to  Monroe  County, 
Indiana,  and  engaged  in  farming. 

By  trade  his  father  was  a carpenter,  and  Archie  K.  Rawlins  learned 
the  same  occupation,  and  started  life  with  the  equipment  of  a common 
school  education  and  a training  and  natural  inclination  for  the  build- 
ing business.  Early  in  1886  he  took  up  contracting  and  building  inde- 
pendently, and  after  a brief  stay  at  Mansfield,  Illinois,  located  in  Mon- 
ticello,  in  November,  1886.  The  county  seat  of  White  County  has  since 
been  the  seat  of  his  individual  enterprise  as  a contractor  and  builder, 
and  in  the  carpenter  work  that  has  been  done  of  the  better  class  in  the 
county  since  that  time  he  has  probably  had  as  large  if  not  a larger  share 
than  any  of  his  competitors. 

Mr.  Rawlins  was  married  November  12,  1885,  to  Gertrude  M.  Parks.. 
They  have  one  son,  King  Parks  Rawlins,  born  October  16,  1890.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rawlins  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  is  a member  of  the  January  Club  at  Monticello. 
Politically  his  associations  have  been  with  the  democratic  party. 

Marion  J.  Swartzell.  A representative  of  a family  whose  name  has 
been  identified  with  the  civic  and  industrial  activities  of  White  County 
for  more  than  half  a century  and  with  the  history  of  Indiana  for  nearly 
seventy  years,  Marion  J.  Swartzell  has  through  his  own  well-ordered 
endeavors  and  progressive  policies  gained  secure  place  as  one  of  the 


774 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


successful  and  representative  agriculturists  of  White  County,  where  he 
is  known  as  a steadfast,  reliable  and  loyal  citizen,  who  eminently  merits 
the  confidence  and  good-will  so  uniformly  accorded  to  him  in  the  com- 
munity. His  well-improved  farmstead  of  eighty  acres  gives  every  evi- 
dence of  thrift  and  good  management  and  is  eligibly  situated  in  Cass 
Township,  l1/^  miles  northeast  of  the  Village  of  Headlee.  In  addition 
to  carrying  forward  his  farm  operations  with  energy  and  discrimination, 
Mr.  Swartzell  also  operates  each  season  two  thoroughly  modern  thresh- 
ing outfits,  with  which  he  covers  a wide  field  of  service  and  controls  a 
profitable  business.  Aside  from  his  individual  activities  he  gives  loyal 
support  to  those  enterprises  and  agencies  that  tend  to  further  the  gen- 
eral social  and  material  prosperity  of  the  community,  and  while  never 
a seeker  of  public  office  he  is  found  aligned  as  a stalwart  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  republican  party.  He  is  not  formally  identified 
with  any  religious  body,  but  accords  liberal  support  to  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a zealous  adherent. 

Samuel  Swartzell,  father  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  article, 
was  born  in  Union  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1825, 
and  died  at  his  old  homestead  farm  in  Cass  Township,  White  County, 
Indiana,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1893,  secure  in  the  high  regard  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  a scion  of  one  of  the  sturdy  German  families 
that  settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  period  of  our  national  history, 
and  in  the  old  Keystone  Commonwealth  were  born  and  reared  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Elizabeth  Swartzell,  who  came  to  Indiana  about  three 
years  after  he  had  here  established  his  home,  their  settlement  in  Cass 
County  having  occurred  in  1851.  A few  years  later  the  parents  removed 
to  Starke  County,  where  they  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives. 

Samuel  Swartzell  was  reared  to  the  discipline  of  the  old  home  farm 
in  Pennsylvania  and  in  his  youth  he  also  learned  the  trade  of  cooper, 
at  which  he  became  a skilled  workman.  In  1848,  when  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Indiana  and  entered  claim  to  a tract  of 
160  acres  of  wild  land  near  the  present  Village  of  Royal  Center,  Cass 
County.  In  the  following  year  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lovisa  Snetchen,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children — Alvin  B., 
Abraham,  Lydia,  Raphel,  John  M.  and  Hannah.  Of  these  children  only 
Rachel  and  Hannah  are  now  living.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Samuel  Swartzell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Burns,  this  nuptial  ceremony  having  been  performed  in  1859  and  Mrs. 
Swartzell  having  been  born  in  Union  County,  this  state,  a representa- 
tive of  a sterling  pioneer  family,  the  date  of  her  nativity  having  been 
October  15,  1837.  The  names  of  the  eleven  children  of  this  union  are 
here  indicated  in  respective  order  of  birth:  Elizabeth,  Adam,  Marion  J., 
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Isaac  W.,  Albert  P.,  Jasper  F.,  Martha  M.,  Melissa  J.,  Andrew  J.,  Ce- 
lestia  M.,  and  Ada  H.  All  of  the  children  are  living  except  Adam  and 
Celestia  M.  Isaac  W.,  who  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Cass  Township, 
married  Miss  Zeta  McCloud.  Marion  J.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
review,  was  born  in  Cass  Township,  this  county,  on  the  23d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1862. 

Samuel  Swartzell  improved  his  farm  in  Cass  County  and  there  con- 
tinued his  residence  until  1861,  when  he  sold  this  property  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  White  County,  where  he  was  the  owner  of  a valuable 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  Cass  Township,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
having  contributed  his  quota  to  the  social  and  industrial  development  and 
progress  of  the  county  and  both  he  and  his  wife  having  stood  as  true 
exemplars  of  the  Golden  Rule — folk  of  strong  character  and  invincible 
integrity.  Both  were  earnest  communicants  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  and  in  politics  Mr.  Swartzell  was  aligned  with  the  democratic 
party  until  the  climacteric  period  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  found  that 
the  republican  party  stood  sponsor  for  principles  and  policies  more  thor- 
oughly in  harmony  with  his  convictions  and  views,  with  the  result  that 
he  espoused  its  cause,  of  which  he  ever  afterward  continued  a staunch 
advocate. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1892,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Marion  J.  Swartzell  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  H.  (Kistler)  Davis,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Maria  Kistler,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Cass  County, 
where  Mrs.  Swartzell  was  born  and  reared.  The  two  children  of  this 
union  are  Jasper  Clyde  and  Hazel  F.,  both  of  whom  remain  at  the  par- 
ental home  and  are  popular  young  people  in  the  social  activities  of  the 
community. 

Thomas  E.  Conn.  Numbered  among  the  enterprising  and  thrifty 
agriculturists  of  White  County  who  brought  to  their  independent  and 
useful  calling  good  business  methods  and  excellent  judgment,  is  Thomas 
E.  Conn,  now  living  retired  from  active  business  in  Monticello,  his  at- 
tractive home  being  located  but  a half  mile  from  the  courthouse.  A na- 
tive of  Indiana,  he  was  born  in  Clark  County,  November  3,  1854,  being 
one  of  a family  of  fourteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  are  now  living. 
His  parents,  Nelson  and  Amanda  (Blaukenbaker)  Conn,  were  natives 
of  Kentucky,  but  became  residents  of  Indiana,  where  their  closing  years 
were  spent. 

Educated  in  the  rural  schools,  Thomas  E.  Conn  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources  when  young,  being  left  fatherless  in  boyhood.  Immedi- 
ately taking  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  world’s  workers,  he  began 
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life  for  himself  as  a farm  hand,  and  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  and  stock 
raising,  he  found  both  pleasure  and  profit.  Coming  to.  White  County 
in  1900,  Mr.  Conn  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Monon  Township,  on 
which  substantial  improvements  had  been  previously  made,  the  house 
and  barn  being  in  excellent  condition,  although  he  erected  a few  other 
necessary  buildings.  Meeting  with  signal  success  in  the  management  of 
his  estate,  he  accumulated  a competency,  and  in  the  spring  of  1909  gave 
up  active  work  on  the  farm,  and  having  purchased  nearly  six  acres  of 
land  near  the  Monticello  courthouse,  has  since  lived  retired,  as  stated 
above.  Since  that  time,  however,  Mr.  Conn  has  acquired  title  to  other 
valuable  real  estate,  having,  in  the  spring  of  1911,  purchased  160  acres 
of  highly  improved  land  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  all  of  which  is  sub- 
ject to  cultivation,  there  being  no  timber  on  it. 

On  February  20,  1882,  Mr.  Conn  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Leota  Rotruck,  a daughter  of  John  and  Christiana  Rotruck,  and  into 
the  household  thus  established  three  children  have  made  their  advent, 
namely : Grover,  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  home  place ; Gertrude, 
wife  of  Loyd  Thrasher,  of  Honey  Creek  Township ; and  John,  living  with 
his  parents.  Politically,  Mr.  Conn  is  a steadfast  democrat,  and  relig- 
iously both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

James  H.  Thomas.  Widely  known  as  a prosperous  agriculturist 
of  Jackson  Township,  James  H.  Thomas  is  numbered  among  the  citizens 
of  good  repute  and  high  standing  in  White  County,  where  the  larger 
part  of  his  life  has  been  passed.  He  was  born,  June  26,  1844,  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  Virginia,  near  Harrisonburg,  of  English  and  German 
ancestry. 

Born,  bred  and  married  in  Virginia,  Alexander  Thomas,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  followed  the  tide  of  emigration  westward 
in  1852,  coming  with  his  family  to  Indiana  in  pioneer  days.  The  first 
year  after  his  arrival  he  spent  at  Buffalo,  White  County,  and  the  next 
year  resided  in  Cass  County.  Returning  in  1854  to  White  County,  he 
bought  land  in  Jackson  Township,  and  was  subsequently  there  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising  until  his  death  in  October,  1863,  while  yet 
in  the  prime  of  life.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lurenna  Eaton, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  died,  September  8,  1897,  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, where  both  she  and  her  husband  are  buried.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  four  of  whom  survive,  as  follows : Mrs.  Emanda 
Van  Voorst;  James  H.;  Sarah,  wife  of  J.  W.  Powell;  and  Jacob  W. 

A lad  of  eight  years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  White  County, 
James  H.  Thomas  acquired  his  education  in  the  rural  schools,  and  on 
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the  home  farm  was  trained  to  those  habits  of  industry  and  economy 
that  laid  the  foundation  for  his  present  success.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  128th  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
was  first  commanded  by  Col.  R.  P.  Dehart,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Jasper  Packard.  Mustered  into  service  at  Michigan  City,  he  continued 
with  his  regiment  through  the  Nashville,  Georgia  and  North  Carolina 
campaigns,  and  though  he  took  part  in  many  engagements  was  never 
wounded.  Remaining  in  North  Carolina  for  a year  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  army  at  Indianapolis 
in  1866.  Returning  to  Jackson  Township,  Mr.  Thomas  resumed  his  agri- 
cultural labors,  and  subsequently  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres, 
lying  in  Section  4.  A skilful  and  practical  farmer,  systematical  and 
thorough  in  his  methods,  he  has  made  all  of  the  improvements  on  the 
place,  and,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  or  fifteen  acres  of  timber,  has 
all  of  the  land  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Thomas  married  March  21,  1867,  Melissa  J.  Wright,  a daughter 
of  Stephen  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Billingsley)  Wright.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  of  their  marriage,  one  is  dead,  and  six  are  living,  namely : 
George  A.,  Dora  E.,  wife  of  E.  C.  Barnes;  William  0.;  Sarah  A.,  wife 
of  J.  S.  Berry ; Everett  A. ; and  Flora.  Politically  Mr.  Thomas  is  identi- 
fied with  the  republican  party,  but  has  never  sought  public  office.  Re- 
ligiously Mrs.  Thomas  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Robert  E.  Duncan.  One  of  the  foremost  insurance  men  of  White 
County,  Robert  E.  Duncan,  of  Monticello,  is  a man  of  solid  worth,  pos- 
sessing in  a high  degree  those  traits  that  command  respect  in  the  busi- 
ness world,  and  gain  esteem  among  one’s  neighbors  and  associates.  A 
son  of  William  Duncan,  he  was  born  October  17,  1862,  in  Monon  Town- 
ship, White  County,  where  his  early  life  was  spent. 

Born  and  reared  in  Virginia,  William  Duncan  came  with  his  parents 
to  White  County  when  but  nine  years  old,  this  section  of  the  state  be- 
ing then  comparatively  new,  although  the  settlements  were  growing  rap- 
idly. Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
— , Forty-Sixth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  until  the  close  of  the 
war  did  brave  duty  for  his  country.  Receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service,  he  returned  to  Monon  Township,  and  there  for  upwards 
of  thirty  years  he  was  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  the  fall  of  1888, 
soon  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  moved  into  the  Village  of  Monon, 
where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1899.  He  married  first,  in 
White  County,  Weltha  Briggs,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and 
of  the  nine  children  born  of  their  union,  seven  are  now  living.  He  mar- 
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ried  second,  Cordelia  Elder,  who  survives  him.  He  was  a staunch  Lincoln 
republican  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Obtaining  a substantial  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county,  Robert  E.  Duncan  began  working  for  wages  when  young,  and 
in  addition  to  earning  his  own  living,  contributed  somewhat  toward  the 
support  of  his  invalid  mother  and  the  family.  He  moved  to  Monticello 
on  March  7,  1901.  Since  establishing  himself  in  the  insurance  business, 
Mr.  Duncan  has  met  with  rare  success  as  an  underwriter,  his  work  along 
this  line  being  very  extensive,  taking  him  all  over  Northwestern  Indiana. 

Mr.  Duncan  married,  March  26,  1890,  Miss  Eva  R.  McCampbell, 
daughter  of  David  T.  and  Elizabeth  (McCullough)  McCampbell,  who 
are  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Politically,  Mr.  Duncan  is  a straightforward 
republican;  fraternally,  he  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows ; and  religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  an  elder  in  the  church. 

Thomas  S.  Bostick.  A lifelong  resident  of  Prairie  Township, 
Thomas  S.  Bostick  is  now  making  his  home  at  Brookston,  where  he  is 
the  proprietor  of  a cabinetmaking  shop,  and  in  spite  of  his  sixty-eight 
years  is  still  actively  interested  in  business  matters  and  in  the  affairs 
pertaining  to  the  community  in  which  he  has  lived  so  long.  He  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Prairie  Township,  October  17,  1847,  and 
is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Hadila  (Chestnut)  Bostick. 

Joseph  Bostick  was  born  in  Delaware  and  in  young  manhood  moved 
westward,  locating  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married.  Subse- 
quently, in  1830,  he  came  to  what  was  then  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  White  County,  the  county  line 
passed  through  his  land.  He  devoted  his  entire  career  to  agricultural 
operations,  and  through  industry  and  perseverance  became  the  owner  of 
valuable  property.  Of  the  nine  children  of  his  parents,  Thomas  S.  was 
the  youngest,  and  is  now  the  only  one  living.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Prairie  Township  and  was  only  sixteen  years 
of  age  when  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  becoming  a bugler  in  Company  K,  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry.  After 
a little  more  than  two  years  of  service,  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, October  12,  1865,  having  passed  through  his  military  career  with 
an  excellent  record,  and  escaping  wounds  or  capture.  Returning  to  the 
farm,  he  assisted  his  father  for  several  years  and  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  trade  of  harnessmaking,  at  which  he  served  some  years.  When 
he  gave  up  this  vocation  he  took  up  cabinetmaking,  and  this  vocation  has 
been  the  one  in  which  he  has  centered  his  activities  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  still  enjoys  a good  trade  at  Brookston  and  has  built 
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up  and  maintained  a reputation  for  skilled  workmanship  and  fidelity 
to  engagements. 

Mr.  Bostick  married  Miss  Ella  L.  Cress,  a daughter  of  James  C.  and 
Clarinda  Cress,  of  Prairie  Township.  They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Bos- 
tick is  a republican  in  his  political  views,  but  is  not  a politician  nor  an 
office  seeker.  He  and  Mrs.  Bostick  belong  to  the  Universalist  Church. 
He  has  always  maintained  his  interest  in  his  comrades  of  the  days  of 
the  ’60s,  and  is  a popular  member  of  Champion  Hills  Post,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  at  Brookston,  while  his  fraternal  connections  include 
membership  in  Brookston  Lodge  No.  66,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is 
past  master;  and  Grand  Prairie  Chapter  No.  171,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star. 

Augustus  U.  Lux.  There  are  few  residents  of  Princeton  Township 
whose  prosperity  is  marked  by  more  definite  and  convincing  terms  than 
that  of  Augustus  U.  Lux.  At  the  outset  of  his  career  Mr.  Lux  had  none 
of  those  resources  such  as  capital  and  influential  friends,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  rely  entirely  upon  what  he  had  within  himself — character, 
honesty,  industry,  and  a judgment  which  was  soon  developed  by  experi- 
ence. In  early  life  he  had  vicissitudes  and  crosses,  but  now  for  thirty 
years  or  more  has  been  traveling  the  center  of  the  road  to  prosperity, 
and  without  any  conspicuous  deviation  therefrom. 

His  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  represented  in  Northwest  Indiana. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and  Christina  (Fox)  Lux.  Peter  Lux  was  born 
January  11,  1809,  in  the  Province  of  Lorain,  which  only  a few  years 
before  had  been  transferred  from  German  sovereignty  to  the  French 
Empire  by  the  great  Napoleon.  However,  Peter  Lux  was  of  Teuton 
family  and  grew  up  with  an  education  in  both  the  French  and  German 
languages.  Very  early  in  his  career  he  emigrated  to  America  and  in 
1830  located  at  Logansport,  Indiana,  becoming  one  of  . the  earliest  set- 
tlers along  the  Wabash  in  Cass  County.  He  was  married  after  coming 
to  Logansport.  By  trade  he  was  a blacksmith,  but  for  many  years  fol- 
lowed farming.  A few  years  after  his  location  in  Cass  County  he  was 
detailed  to  take  charge  of  a party  of  Indians  when  the  red  men  were 
being  removed  from  the  country  around  Peru  and  Logansport  to  their 
homes  west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  this  work  he  was  under  the  command 
of  General  Tipton  and  Doctor  Fitch  and  made  three  separate  trips  with 
his  charges.  Later  he  saw  active  service  in  the  war  against  Mexico  in 
1846-48,  serving  with  the  cavalry.  He  was  a man  of  no  little  promi- 
nence in  Cass  County  during  the  early  days,  and  for  eight  years  served 
as  deputy  sheriff.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat.  In  1862  Peter  Lux 
moved  out  to  Piatt  County,  Illinois,  locating  on  a farm  near  Bement. 
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While  in  Illinois  he  served  as  a constable  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  a Catholic  by  training  and  by  faith  until  a few  years  before  his 
death,  when  he  joined  a Protestant  Church.  He  died  in  Illinois  and 
was  buried  in  Bement  Cemetery,  in  Piatt  County,  passing  away  May 
14,  1902,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years,  four  months,  three  days.  He 
and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children.  Those  now  living 
are  named  Peter,  Henry  F.,  Martin  E.,  Mrs.  Louisa  Bogue,  Augustus  U., 
Harvey  A.,  Mrs.  Katie  Bauman.  Those  deceased  are  Mary,  John,  Jacob, 
Mrs.  Susan  Myers,  Charles  and  Nicholas. 

It  was  in  the  city  of  Logansport,  Indiana,  that  Augustus  U.  Lux  was 
born,  March  27,  1861.  In  infancy  his  father  removed  to  Illinois  and  he 
grew  to  manhood  in  Piatt  County.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  returned 
to  Logansport  to  enter  the  employ  of  his  brother,  John,  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  business.  He  was  with  his  brother  four  years,  fifteen 
days.  He  then  married  Alice  Sidenbender,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  (Hoover)  Sidenbender  of  Carroll  County,  Indiana.  After  his 
marriage  he  removed  to  Piatt  County,  Illinois,  took  up  farming  on  the 
old  homestead,  but  within  a year  his  wife  died  and  after  this  loss  he 
became  dissatisfied  with  farming  and  returned  to  Logansport.  Here  he 
was  once  more  in  the  employ  of  his  brother  four  months,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Seafield  in  White  County  and  bought  the  only  store  of  that 
village  from  John  G.  Kerlin.  This  was  in  1886,  and  after  conducting 
the  store  nineteen  months  he  sold  out  to  G.  L.  Schlademan,  and  returned 
to  Logansport.  For  eight  years  Mr.  Lux  was  a traveling  salesman,  at 
first  for  his  brother  and  later  for  the  firm  of  Marion  Collins  Company 
of  Chicago. 

At  Seafield,  in  White  County,  December  1,  1887,  Mr.  Lux  married 
Miss  Anna  Hinchman,  daughter  of  William  Hinchman,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent pioneers  of  Princeton  Township.  To  this  marriage  were  born  five 
children.  The  sons,  Verdent  and  Fred,  are  associated  together  in  the 
grocery  and  fire  insurance  business  at  Wolcott,  and  Verdent  married 
Mabel  Watson,  while  Fred’s  wife  was  Estella  Keck,  and  they  have  a child 
named  Jean.  The  other  three  children  are  Ola,  Floyd  B.  and  Helen, 
all  living  at  home.  Ola  received  her  diploma  from  the  public  schools, 
also  graduated  from  the  Wolcott  High  School,  and  is  now  a member  of 
the  class  of  1916  in  the  Woman’s  College,  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  are  also  all  the  children.  Floyd 
B.  received  his  diploma  from  the  public  schools,  and  has  eight  honor 
rolls  for  promptness,  never  having  been  tardy,  and  is  now  in  the  first 
year  of  the  Wolcott  High  School.  Helen  is  a member  of  the  seventh 
grade  of  the  common  schools. 

Since  1888  Mr.  Lux  and  family  have  resided  in  Wolcott,  with  the 
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exception  of  one  year  spent  at  Royal  Center,  Indiana.  During  all  this 
time  he  has  been  esteemed  for  his  substantial  civic  qualities  as  well  as 
his  business  enterprise.  As  a democrat  he  has  served  three  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  a trustee  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  both  he  and  his  wife  belong.  He  is  affili- 
ated with  Wolcott  Lodge  No.  180,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  master, 
and  with  the  royal  arch  chapter  at  Monticello.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  Wolcott  Chapter  No.  171  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  in 
which  Mrs.  Lux  served  as  worthy  matron  two  years. 

On  giving  up  his  business  as  a traveling  man  Mr.  Lux  entered  the 
road  contracting  business,  with  headquarters  at  Wolcott.  That  was  his. 
chief  work  from  about  1898  to  1906,  and  in  that  time  he  was  associated 
with  Robert  F.  Dobbins  and  George  M.  Cheney  in  the  construction  of  the 
Charles  E.  Thrasher  macadam  road,  a system  aggregating  in  length  24 
miles,  311  feet,  all  in  Princeton  Township.  Mr.  Lux  had  the  active  charge 
and  the  entire  superintendence  of  this  important  piece  of  road  building, 
which  required  433  days  to  complete.  Following  this  he  was  engaged  in 
the  building  of  concrete  arches  and  bridges  in  Sullivan  and  Greene  coun- 
ties, Indiana,  and  fulfilled  several  large  contracts  there.  Mr.  Lux  was 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Wolcott  up  to  two  years  ago,  at  which  time 
he  retired  from  merchandising,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  the 
handling  of  real  estate  and  loans  and  the  active  supervision  of  his  ex- 
tensive farms.  His  holdings  in  White  County  comprise  140  acres,  be- 
sides 192  acres  in  Cass  County,  while  in  Central  Missouri  he  has  440 
acres  and  160  acres  in  Kearney  County,  Kansas.  Thus,  at  the  middle 
stage  of  life,  Mr.  Lux  finds  himself  situated  high  above  the  line  of  want, 
and  with  promise  of  many  years  of  usefulness  before  him. 

William  IT.  Watson.  There  are  many  ties  that  connect  the  Wat- 
sons with  White  County.  They  settled  here  nearly  half  a century  ago, 
and  in  the  years  which  have  elapsed  the  different  members  have  borne 
an  important  share  in  development  and  progress,  particularly  in  West 
Point  Township  and  in  the  Wolcott  community.  One  of  the  well-known 
citizens  of  Wolcott  is  William  II.  Watson,  of  this  family,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  identified  with  stock  shipping  and  other  affairs  at  that 
village,  and  is  well  known  to  the  public  life  of  the  entire  county.  A 
splendid  type  of  fine  old  pioneer  citizen  was  the  late  John  Watson,  his 
father.  Hundreds  of  people  in  White  County  mourned  the  loss  of  this 
old  gentleman,  who  died  in  the  fullness  of  years  and  accomplishment 
at  his  home  in  Wolcott,  November  20,  1914,  aged  eighty-seven  years, 
seven  months  and  three  days.  John  Watson  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  April  17,  1827,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Atkinson)  Wat- 
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son.  In  1847,  with  his  parents,  four  brothers  and  three  sisters,  he  came 
to  America  and  the  family  located  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  In  that 
county  he  came  to  his  majority  and  was  married  there  August  31,  1850, 
to  Margaret  Downing.  For  a number  of  years  they  were  among  the 
oldest  married  couples  of  White  County.  Their  companionship  remained 
unbroken  for  more  than  fifty-seven  years,  when  Mrs.  Watson  was  called 
away  by  death  on  December  4,  1907.  She  was  born  February  23,  1835, 
in  Sheffield,  England,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  her  par- 
ents in  1843,  when  she  was  eight  years  of  age.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Meadow  Lake  Cemetery.  In  1866,  after 
a number  of  children  had  been  born  into  their  home,  John  Watson  and 
wife  moved  from  Licking  County,  Ohio,  to  White  County,  Indiana, 
locating  near  what  is  known  as  Meadow  Lake,  in  West  Point  Township. 
Though  he  came  to  the  county  a poor  man,  by  years  of  patient  industry 
and  intelligent  management,  he  not  only  provided  for  the  rearing  of 
thirteen  children  until  they  were  all  married,  but  acquired  the  owner- 
ship of  a section  of  land.  In  the  fall  of  1896,  after  his  children  had  all 
gone  into  homes  of  their  own,  he  and  his  faithful  wife  removed  to  Wol- 
cdtt,  and  in  that  village  they  spent  their  declining  years  surrounded 
with  comforts  and  with  the  esteem  of  their  own  children  and  their  hosts 
of  friends.  In  the  early  days  the  Watson  home  was  noted  for  its  hos- 
pitality, while  John  Watson  and  wife  were  always  instant  and  untiring 
in  responding  to  those  calls  for  charity  which  were  so  common  when 
this  country  was  new.  John  Watson  had  no  political  ambition  to  serve, 
was  quiet  and  undemonstrative  in  demeanor,  and  always  lived  at  peace 
with  his  neighbors.  In  politics  he  was  a republican,  and  about  fifteen 
years  before  his  death  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Meadow 
Lake.  He  was  an  honest,  upright  citizen,  and  one  whose  integrity  was 
never  questioned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Watson  became  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  seven  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio  and  seven  in  White 
County,  and  twelve  survived  their  father,  in  addition  to  twenty-nine 
grandchildren  and  twelve  great-grandchildren.  A brief  record  of  the 
children  is  as  follows : William  H. ; John  F.,  who  lives  at  Corsicana, 
Texas;  Margaret  A.,  who  died , in  November,  1899,  as  Mrs.  William 
Mantle;  Thomas  B.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Harvey  T.,  who  lives  in  Wol- 
cott and  married  Eliza  Magruder;  Mary  E.,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Blake  of 
Lafayette;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  James  Sheetz,  of  Lafayette;  Martha  J.,  wife 
of  James  Magruder  of  West  Point  Township ; Charles  E.,  who  lives  at 
West  Point  Township  and  married  Emma  Cowgill;  Charlotte  Belle, 
wife  of  Thomas  Dickinson  of  Rushville;  Joseph  B.,  of  Delphi;  Eliza, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Hauk  of  Bluff  ton ; James,  who  lives  in  West  Point  Township 
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and  married  Lillie  Sullivan;  and  George,  also  a resident  of  West  Point, 
who  married  Lydia  Wood. 

William  H.  Watson  of  Wolcott  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
September  18,  1851,  and  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  White  County.  His  early  schooling  was  acquired 
in  Ohio,  and  he  also  attended  school  in  White  County  while  growing  to 
manhood  on  the  old  farm  in  West  Point  Township.  He  adopted  the  ca- 
reer of  farmer  and  made  that  his  chief  business  up  to  1894,  in  which 
year  he  moved  to  Wolcott,  and  has  since  divided  his  time  between  farm 
management  and  the  shipping  of  live  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
citizens  in  that  section  of  White  County;  owns  a fine  place  of  160  acres 
in  addition  to  his  interest  in  his  father’s  estate,  which  has  not  yet  been 
settled,  and  owns  some  town  property  in  Wolcott.  On  December  16, 
1874,  Mr.  Watson  married  Sarah  Blake,  a daughter  of  James  Blake  of 
White  County.  To  this  marriage  were  born  four  children:  one  that 
died  in  infancy;  Ella,  wife  of  Walter  Baker,  living  in  the  State  of  Ore- 
gon; Mabel,  wife  of  Verdent  Lux,  of  Wolcott;  and  Martha,  now  deceased. 
On  May  19,  1900,  Mr.  Watson  married  Lucy  (Compton)  Currie,  a daugh- 
ter of  A.  J.  and  Rachel  M.  Compton  of  Brookston. 

Mr.  Watson  has  always  actively  supported  all  local  improvements, 
and  as  a citizen  has  won  deserved  respect  in  White  County.  In  politics 
he  is  a republican,  has  served  two  years  as  a member  and  president  of 
the  town  board  of  Wolcott,  and  for  four  years  was  president  of  the  city 
school  board.  He  was  twice  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  county  com- 
missioner, and  in  1914  was  defeated  in  his  candidacy  for  county  treas- 
urer. Though  he  has  consented,  at  the  urging  of  his  friends,  to  become 
a candidate  for  different  offices,  he  is  not  a politician,  and  should  be 
classed  as  a hard-working,  public-spirited  and  intelligent  citizen  who  is 
willing  to  sacrifice  his  own  interests  occasionally  in  order  to  serve  the 
public. 

James  Blake.  A well-to-do  agriculturist  of  White  County,  James 
Blake,  is  prosperously  engaged  in  his  independent  vocation  in  West 
Point  Township,  where  his  well-improved  farm  is  under  excellent  culti- 
vation, and,  with  its  comfortable  buildings  and  ample  equipments,  indi- 
cates to  the  passer-by  to  what  good  purpose  the  proprietor  has  devoted 
his  time  and  means.  He  was  born  December  11,  1843,  in  Shropshire, 
England,  which  was  his  childhood  home. 

James  Blake,  Sr.,  Mr.  Blake’s  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Flint- 
shire, and  there  married  Martha  Shone.  On  March  1,  1850,  having 
decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  with  his  fam- 
ily on  board  the  Ocean  Star,  but  the  vessel  sprang  leak  and  put  back 
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to  port.  He  and  his  family  then  embarked  on  another  sailing  vessel,  the 
Mary  Ward,  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed  at  New  Or- 
leans. He  then  went  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Galena,  Illinois,  from 
there  going  to  Joliet,  in  June,  1850.  In  October,  1850,  he  moved  to  Kan- 
kakee County,  Illinois,  where  he  bought  a small  tract  of  land  and  engaged 
in  farming.  In  1867,  accompanied  by  his  son,  James,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  he  made  a trip  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  being  pleased  with 
the  country  roundabout,  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  West  Point  Town- 
ship. The  following  spring  he  assumed  possession  of  the  land,  and  on 
the  farm  which  he  improved  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  years, 
his  death  occurring  April  15,  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  the 
year  of  his  birth  having  been  1808.  His  wife,  who  was  born  June  11, 
1819,  survived  him,  passing  away  March  27,  1898.  He  was  a republican 
in  politics,  and  in  his  early  life  was  connected  by  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  later  he  became  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife, 
three  are  living,  as  follows:  James,  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical 
sketch;  Joseph,  and  John. 

After  attending  school  in  his  native  land  for  a year,  James  Blake 
came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  and  as  a boy  attended  the 
Illinois  schools.  While  living  on  the  home  farm,  he  acquired  a good 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  began  work- 
ing as  farm  laborer.  Starting  farming  on  his  own  account  in  1864,  Mr. 
Blake  met  with  most  satisfactory  results  in  his  agricultural  labors,  and 
has  since  accumulated  a fine  property,  his  land  holdings  at  different 
times  aggregating  560  acres.  He  now  owns,  in  West  Point  Township, 
160  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  from  which  he  reaps  abundant 
harvests  each  year. 

Mr.  Blake  has  been  twice  married.  He  married  first,  December  6, 
1865,  Elizabeth  Ann  Grimes,  a daughter  of  Charles  O.  Grimes.  She  was 
born  December  31,  1846,  and  at  her  death,  June  19,  1889,  left  three 
children,  Alden  D.,  of  Detroit;  Ada  May,  who  wedded  Charles  Martin, 
a grain  merchant  of  Wolcott,  Indiana,  and  have  two  children,  Helen 
Elizabeth  and  Charles  T. ; and  Ida  Elizabeth,  who  wedded  Doctor  Joy, 
of  Royal  Center,  Indiana.  Mr.  Blake  married  second,  November  18, 
1891,  Julia  Chapman,  who  brought  up  her  step-children  wisely  and 
well,  and,  like  the  children’s  own  mother,  has  proved  herself  a worthy 
companion,  and  an  efficient  helpmeet. 

In  politics  Mr.  Blake  is  a republican,  with  progressive,  but  not  aggres- 
sive, tendencies.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  at  Wolcott.  He  is  interested  in  financial  matters,  having 
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been  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
the  first  president,  and  is  now  serving  as  vice  president. 

Jacob  Diemer.  After  a man  has  perseveringly  and  industriously 
pursued  his  chosen  vocation  in  life  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  it  is  eminently 
fit  and  proper  that  he  should  find  some  relief  from  the  exacting  respon- 
sibilities of  earlier  years,  and  should  have  the  opportunity  if  not  the 
inclination  to  enjoy  a well-earned  rest.  That  is  the  condition  to  which 
Jacob  Diemer  has  arrived,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  contented 
himself  with  merely  the  nominal  classification  as  a farmer,  and  while 
still  a resident  of  his  fine  farm  of  215  acres  in  Section  28  of  Princeton 
Township,  has  allowed  its  operation  to  be  directed  by  a tenant  through 
the  last  decade.  His  farm  is  the  old  Dibell  place,  and  is  one  of  the  at- 
tractive and  highly-improved  farms  of  White  County. 

The  birthplace  and  early  home  of  Jacob  Diemer  w^ere  in  Southern 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  May  20,  1848,  a son  of  John  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Buam)  Diemer.  His  parents  died  in  the  old  country  and 
left  five  children.  Jacob  Diemer  grew  up  there,  was  given  a fair  edu- 
cation, and  an  earnest  purpose  to  make  something  of  himself  and  to 
secure  the  broadest  possible  opportunities  led  him,  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
in  1867,  to  set  out  for  America.  After  landing  in  New  York  he  came 
on  west  as  far  as  far  as  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  lived  there  for  about  eleven 
years.  After  that  he  moved  to  Livingston  County,  Illinois,  and  in  1894 
came  to  White  County,  where  he  invested  part  of  his  hard-won  capital 
in  his  present  farm.  For  twenty-eight  years  Mr.  Diemer  worked  in- 
dustriously at  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  was  also  an  implement  dealer, 
and  before  coming  to  White  County  had  been  engaged  in  farming  in 
Livingston  County  about  four  years.  In  the  twenty  years  or  more  of 
his  White  County  residence  he  has  carried  forward  the  work  of  improve- 
ment on  his  farm,  and  has  tiled  many  acres,  thus  adding  a great  deal 
to  the  value  and  productiveness  of  his  farm. 

His  fellow  citizens  have  had  every  reason  to  place  their  confidence  in 
his  judgment,  and  their  esteem  was  demonstrated  by  his  election  as 
supervisor  in  1912,  and  he  has  also  served  on  the  township  advisory 
board.  lie  is  a republican  and  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith.  In 
1873,  while  living  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Diemer  married  Miss  Minnie  Celt,  a 
daughter  of  George  Celt.  Into  their  home  have  been  born  eight  children, 
most  of  whom  have  already  taken  their  places  as  individual  workers  in 
life.  Their  names  are:  John,  Josie,  Emil,  Minnie,  Maud,  Fred,  Anthony 
and  Katie. 

Mr.  Diemer  has  for  forty  years  been  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  his  home  lodge  being  at  Pontiac,  Illinois. 
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Edwin  E.  McKillip.  A worthy  representative  of  the  native-born 
citizens  of  White  County,  Edwin  E.  McKillip  is  industriously  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  a calling  upon  which  the  support  and  wealth  of  the 
nation  largely  depends,  and  in  which  he  is  meeting  with.  genuine  suc- 
cess, being  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Princeton  Township.  A son  of 
Jackson  McKillip,  he  was  born  on  the  parental  homestead,  September 
1,  1861,  coming  of  pioneer  stock. 

A native  of  Indiana,  Jackson  McKillip  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  Coun- 
ty, about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  Layfayette  Public  Squire,  a son 
of  Daniel  McKillip.  About  1850  he  located  in  White  County,  and  hav- 
ing purchased  a tract  of  land  that  was  still  in  its  virgin  wildness,  lying 
in  Princeton  Township,  near  Palestine,  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
valuable  farming  estate  of  200  acres,  on  which  he  lived  and  labored  until 
his  death,  September  29,  1913,  at  an  advanced  age,  during  the  later  years 
of  his  life,  however,  giving  up  the  active  management  of  his  homestead. 
He  was  a man  of  much  force  of  character,  and  held  in  high  esteem 
throughout  the  community  in  which  the  larger  part  of  his  long  and  use- 
ful life  was  spent.  He  married  Jane  Hughes,  who  preceded  him  to  the 
better  world.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their  marriage,  as  follows: 
Elda,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  James  Jacobs;  Edwin  E.,  the  special 
subject  of  this  brief  sketch ; Alva  died  in  infancy ; Lottie,  who  married 
John  A.  Patton,  died  at  an  early  age;  Karah,  deceased;  Effie,  wife  of 
Thomas  H.  Covington;  and  Alberta,  wife  of  William  T.  Cory.  Both 
parents  were  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  reared  their 
children  in  the  same  religious  faith. 

Edwin  E.  McKillip  was  early  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  agricul- 
ture, and,  finding  farming  congenial  to  his  tastes,  determined  when 
young  to  adopt  it  as  his  life  occupation.  Accordingly,  the  day  after 
taking  unto  himself  a wife,  he  assumed  possession  of  his  present  farm, 
advantageously  situated  on  section  3,  Princeton  Township,  and  in  its 
management  has  met  with  eminent  success.  He  has  now  439  acres  of 
land,  all  of  which  is  well  tiled,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  under  culti- 
vation, it  being  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  the  cereals  common 
to  this  part  of  the  country.  Mr.  McKillip  has  made  improvements  of 
great  value,  having  erected  substantial  buildings,  including  a commod- 
ious residence,  and  has  equipped  his  farm  with  all  the  most  modern 
approved  machinery  necessary  for  successfully  carrying  on  his  work. 
Inheriting  the  political  and  religious  faith  in  which  he  was  reared,  he  is 
a democrat  and  a Baptist. 

On  July  22,  1890,  Mr.  McKillip  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mattie  Rogers,  a daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  A.  (Spencer)  Rogers, 
and  into  their  attractive  home  three  children  have  made  their  advent, 
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namely:  Fern,  born  September  6,  1892;  Frank,  born  March  11,  1895; 
and  Fae,  born  August  19,  1898. 

Robert  Anson  Jewett.  The  enviable  possessions  of  a comfortable 
home,  a productive  farm,  a happy  family  and  the  esteem  of  many  friends, 
belong  to  Robert  A.  Jewett,  long  one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of 
Princeton  Township.  His  home  is  in  section  13,  and  his  farm  comprises 
the  southwest  quarter  of  that  section.  Few  men  of  his  age  have  had 
more  experiences  since  starting  out  in  the  world,  and  his  life  has  touched 
some  of  the  essential  points  in  the  history  of  Indiana,  beginning  with  his 
birth  in  a log  cabin,  with  a service  as  one  of  the  youngest  boy  soldiers 
of  the  war  in  the  ’60s,  varied  experience  as  a railroad  man,  and  latterly, 
with  the  co-operation  of  his  noble  wife,  prosperous  accomplishment  as  a 
farmer. 

His  birth  occurred  at  Palestine,  in  White  County,  February  10, 
1849.  The  Jewetts  have  lived  in  this  county  since  the  early  ’40s,  his 
grandparents,  Anson  and  Mary  (Webster)  Jewett,  secured  about 
240  acres  of  government  land  and  went  through  all  the  trials  and 
hardships  of  pioneering  in  a new  country.  The  grandfather  died  at 
Reynolds,  in  1865,  and  is  buried  in  the  Bunnell  Cemetery.  Robert  A. 
Jewett  is  a son  of  John  Sanford  and  Jane  (Royster)  Jewett.  His  father 
was  a cabinetmaker  by  trade,  and  died  at  Sheldon,  Illinois,  about  1899. 
One  of  the  interesting  records  of  his  life  was  that  he  followed  the  trail 
of  the  gold  seekers  to  California  in  1850,  but  what  his  experiences  were 
and  to  what  degree  he  was  successful  as  a miner  cannot  be  stated.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children : Louis  Johnson,  who 
died  in  1869 ; Robert  A. ; and  John  Sanford,  now  deceased.  The  mother 
of  these  children,  by  a previous  marriage  to  Joseph  Campbell,  had  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Campbell,  now  deceased.  John  S.  Jewett  was  a 
man  who  was  known  for  his  thorough  industry,  scrupulous  honesty,  a 
general  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  as  a working  member  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  lodge  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Monticello.  He  was  educated  beyond 
the  average  man  of  his  generation,  and  accordingly  exercised  not  a little 
influence  among  his  neighbors  and  in  the  community  where  he  lived. 
At  one  time  he  owned  120  acres  in  Princeton  Township. 

Robert  Anson  Jewett  did  not  come  to  manhood  through  the  com- 
fortable and  easy  way  of  many  boys  of  later  times.  His  schooling  was 
somewhat  irregular,  and  he  attended  the  common  schools  found  in  Indi- 
ana during  the  J50s  and  ’60s.  When  only  fourteen  years  of  age  he  con- 
trived to  get  himself  enrolled  in  the  Federal  army,  enlisting  July  7, 
1863,  in  Company  K of  the  116th  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
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being  mustered  in  at  Camp  Orth,  at  Lafayette,  under  Capt.  Elijah 
Davis.  Most  of  his  duty  as  a soldier  was  in  guarding  the  arsenal  at 
Dearborn,  Michigan,  for  twelve  weeks  and  then  he  went  to  the  front 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  discharged  from  the  army 
at  Lafayette,  March  15,  1864,  having  been  out  about  eight  months. 

For  thirteen  years  Mr.  Jewett  followed  railroading,  five  years  with 
the  Panhandle  Route,  twenty-six  months  with  the  Wabash  Railroad, 
then  to  Midland  Railroad,  then  to  Chicago  with  the  C.  & A.,  and  at 
different  times  had  his  headquarters  in  Chicago  and  was  as  far  west 
as  Nebraska.  As  a brakeman  he  rode  back  and  forth  on  daily  trips 
through  White  County  on  the  Panhandle  train  for  several  years. 

The  substantial  beginning  of  his  career  of  prosperity  began  with  his 
marriage,  on  November  22,  1880,  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Allen.  Mr.  Jewett 
credits  her  with  an  important  part  in  their  success.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Calvin  and  Mary  (Fraser)  Allen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewett  have  six 
children:  lone  Myrtle,  now  the  wife  of  Guy  P.  Houston  in  West  Point 
Township ; Louis  Anson,  who  is  living  in  Princeton  Township  and  mar- 
ried Bertha  Batts ; Robbie,  who  died  fifteen  days  after  his  birth ; Blanche 
K.,  wife  of  Marion  Wright  of  Princeton  Township ; Earl  Tucker  and 
Robert  Spencer,  both  at  home. 

Mr.  Jewett  is  a democrat  in  politics,  and  for  eight  years  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  county  council,  his  present  incumbency.  Since  the 
early  years  of  his  life  he  has  taken  much  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
has  followed  the  course  of  politics  both  nationally  and  locally.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  she  is  an 
active  church  worker.  As  farmers  they  content  themselves  with  the 
general  crops  and  with  the  raising  of  graded  stock,  and  have  done  a great 
deal  in  the  course  of  years  to  increase  the  value  of  their  land  and  its 
improvements  and  conveniences.  They  have  a comfortable  home,  all  the 
land  is  tiled  and  under  cultivation,  and  it  is  such  a place  as  they  may 
be  well  contented  with  for  the  spending  of  their  last  years. 

Reuben  R.  Pettit.  Conspicuous  among  the  pioneers  of  White 
County  was  the  late  Reuben  R.  Pettit,  a man  of  enterprise  and  ability, 
who  became  well  known  throughout  this  section  of  the  state  on  account 
of  his  many  and  varied  interests.  For  nearly  half  a century  a resident 
of  the  county,  he  witnessed  wonderful  transformations  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  the  log  cabins  of  the  original  settlers  being  replaced  by 
commodious  frame  houses,  while  the  small  hamlets  grew  into  thriving 
villages  and  populous  towns  and  cities.  A native  of  New  Jersey,  he  was 
born,  November  18,  1826,  in  Burlington  County,  and  there  was  bred 
and  educated. 
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Following  the  emigrant’s  trail  to  Indiana  in  1849,  he  spent  a few 
weeks  at  Bnrnettsville,  after  which  he  spent  a short  time  at  Lake  Cicott, 
Cass  County.  Returning  from  there  to  White  County,  in  1850,  Mr. 
Pettit  opened  a store  at  Reynolds,  where  he  carried  on  a good  business 
as  a general  merchant  for  ten  years.  Then,  after  living  at  Palestine 
three  years,  he  established  himself  in  a new  industry,  becoming  a huck- 
ster at  Helena,  Arkansas.  In  1863  he  returned  to  Reynolds,  and  from 
1865  until  1870  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Princeton  Township.  He 
subsequently  bought  a hotel  in  Remington,  and  after  running  it  for  a 
year  traded  it  for  a farm.  Selling  that  property  at  an  advance,  Mr. 
Pettit  moved  to  Remington,  and  was  there  a resident  until  his  death, 
October  30,  1897.  Mr.  Pettit  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  as  an  inter- 
ested member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons,  did 
much  to  promote  the  good  of  the  organization.  Uniting  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  April  13,  1836,  he  was  afterwards  one  of  its  most  earnest 
workers,  for  several  years  serving  as  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school.  His  wife,  however,  was  a Methodist  in  religion,  having  joined 
the  church  of  that  denomination  on  September  18,  1862. 

On  April  2,  1848,  Mr.  Pettit  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ann  Eliza 
Pettit,  who  was  born  April  2,  1824,  and  died  January  15,  1904.  Six 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  namely:  Anna  V.,  born  August  18 
1849,  married,  January  3,  1868,  Charles  McCulley;  William  H.,  born 
October  14,  1851,  died  March  28,  1858;  David  J.,  born  June  3,  1853; 
Mary  L.,  born  July  28,  1855,  married,  December  24,  1873,  Simon  P. 
Leatherman,  and  died  September  7,  1894;  Catherine  I.,  born  December 
17,  1857,  married,  December  17,  1897,  William  Legg;  and  Ella  M.,  born 
October  1,  1861,  married,  July  26,  1885,  George  Stout. 

David  J.  Pettit,  the  third  child  in  succession  of  birth  of  the  parental 
household,  was  brought  up  and  educated  in  White  County,  and  as  a 
young  man  chose  farming,  which  he  has  found  both  pleasant  and  profit- 
able. He  has  a fine  farm  of  400  acres  in  Princeton  Township,  where 
he  holds  a place  of  prominence  among  the  successful  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  that  vicinity.  He  is  a democrat  in  his  political  relations, 
and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank.  He  married,  March 
28,  1875,  Delitha  Alice  Pitts,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Lucy  A.  (Chris- 
topher) Pitts,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Maud 
Pearl,  born  January  9,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  James  A.  Jacobs;  and  Leila 
Majora,  born  June  30,  1881,  married  Tabor  Spencer.  Mrs.  Pettit  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Richard  C.  Pugh.  In  the  fine  rural  community  of  Princeton  Town- 
ship the  Pugh  family  has  been  residents  for  more  than  forty  years. 
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As  a family  they  have  lived  close  to  the  soil,  enjoyed  peace  and  pros- 
perity, and  their  lives  have  been  led  along  the  paths  of  quiet  industry 
and  in  helping  to  make  the  community  what  it  is  today.  Richard  C. 
Pugh,  himself,  is  now  actively  and  industriously  engaged  in  agricultural 
enterprise  on  a part  of  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  his  father,  but 
for  a number  of  years  in  earlier  life  was  a business  man. 

The  Pughs  are  natives  of  Wales,  and  came  to  America  in  1868.  Rich- 
ard Pugh,  father  of  Richard  C.,  was  born  in  Wales,  April  6,  1820,  and 
died  September  27,  1892,  his  body  being  now  at  rest  in  the  Meadow  Lake 
Cemetery.  He  came  to  Princeton  Township  in  1872,  from  Kane  County, 
Illinois.  He  was  a progressive  and  active  farmer  in  Princeton  Town- 
ship and  had  accumulated  about  150  acres  there  before  his  death.  In 
politics  he  was  a republican,  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
somewhat  conservative  in  principles  and  is  never  known  to  have  had 
any  difficulty  with  his  neighbors,  and,  on  the  contrary,  his  natural  kind- 
ness led  him  to  many  acts  of  practical  charity.  He  was  married  in 
Wales  to  Margaret  Evans,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Evans.  She  was  born 
February  23,  1824,  and  died  June  18,  1904.  There  were  six  children 
of  the  union.  Jane  E.,  now  living  at  Wolcott,  is  the  widow  of  E.  A. 
Jones;  Eleanor  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Jones,  living  in  Monticello;  Richard 
C. ; Thomas  E.,  who  lives  in  Ashland,  Wisconsin,  first  married  Mary 
Kinney  and  for  his  second  wife,  Clara  B.  Adams;  John  B.,  now  deceased, 
married  Mamie  E.  Lilevus,  who  is  now  living  at  Antwerp,  Ohio;  Eliza- 
beth died  in  infancy. 

Richard  C.  Pugh  was  born  December  6,  1850,  near  Newton,  Mont- 
gomeryshire, Wales,  and  received  all  his  education  in  his  native  coun- 
try, having  been  about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  emigrated 
to  this  country,  first  locating  near  Toronto,  Canada,  proceeding  on  to 
Kane  County,  Illinois,  and  finally  to  White  County.  Up  to  1880  Mr. 
Pugh  assisted  in  the  business  of  farming  at  home,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  music  business  at  Lafayette.  He  was  at  Lafayette  twelve  years 
and  spent  three  years  in  the  same  line  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  about  1893,  he  returned  to  Princeton  Town- 
ship, and  has  since  given  all  his  attention  to  farming.  He  is  the  owner 
of  eighty  acres  in  section  35,  2%  miles  southwest  of  Wolcott,  and  enjoys 
a comfortable  home,  a good  wife,  and  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community 
around  him. 

In  1893  Mr.  Pugh  married  Miss  Mary  Humphreys,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Humphreys.  All  of  them  were  born  in  Wales.  Mr. 
Pugh  is  a republican,  but  has  never  sought  official  honors.  He  and  his 
wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  fraternal  affairs 
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he  is  affiliated  with  Wolcott  Lodge  of  Masons  and  with  the  royal  arch 
chapter  at  Kentland. 

Lewis  W.  Sexton.  A leading  representative  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Princeton  Township,  Lewis  W.  Sexton  has  spent  practically 
all  of  his  life  here  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  various  movements 
which  have  made  for  progress  and  development.  Mr.  Sexton  was  born 
in  Hancock  County,  Indiana,  September  22,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob 
H.  and  Acantha  (Hinchman)  Sexton. 

The  Sexton  family  originated  in  Germany,  but  for  generations  its 
members  have  lived  in  America,  being  early  settlers  of  Virginia.  Jacob 
H.  Sexton  was  born  in  Cabell  County,  Virginia  (now  West  Virginia), 
and  in  the  spring  of  1852  moved  to  Hancock  County,  Indiana.  In  the 
following  fall  he  moved  to  Jordan’s  Grove,  West  Point  Township, 
White  County,  and  in  the  next  spring  came  to  Princeton  Township, 
settling  on  property  on  section  21,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  January  24,  1896.  He  was  buried  in  Wolcott  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Sexton  married,  in  Virginia,  Miss  Acantha  Hinchman,  a daughter  of 
William  Hinchman,  and  a sister  of  William  Hinchman,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Sarah  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; William  T.,  who  mar- 
ried Permilia  Cain,  lived  for  a time  at  Wolcott  and  died  at  Medary- 
ville,  Indiana;  and  Lewis  W.  Jacob  H.  Sexton  was  a democrat,  and 
at  one  time  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  county  commissioner.  He 
was  steward  and  treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A quiet, 
unobtrusive,  rather  cautious  man,  he  was  not  one  to  thrust  himself  for- 
ward or  to  be  liberal  with  advice.  Physically  he  was  a large  man,  weigh- 
ing 220  pounds,  and  was  considered  the  strongest  man  in  the  township 
for  his  years.  When  he  came  to  White  County  he  had  but  $700,  but 
through  ability  and  industry  he  accumulated  a handsome  property  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  good  land,  well 
cultivated  and  improved  with  modern  buildings  and  the  latest  farming 
appliances.  Mrs.  Sexton,  who  was  born  September  28,  1828,  still  sur- 
vives her  husband  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son. 

Lewis  W.  Sexton  was  an  infant  when  brought  to  White  County, 
secured  his  education  in  the  country  schools,  and  has  passed  practically 
his  entire  life  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  farm.  He  is  a believer  in  the 
use  of  modern  methods,  belonging  to  the  energetic,  pushing  class  that 
maintains  agricultural  standards,  and  for  about  eight  or  nine  years 
has  also  been  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance  business.  He  owns  160  acres 
of  good  farming  land,  highly  improved,  also  has  a good  deal  of  city 
realty,  and  owns  stock  in  the  newly-organized  Farmers’  Co-operative 
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Elevator  Company  at  Wolcott.  He  is  a democrat,  but  has  not  been  in- 
clined toward  public  service,  save  as  a good  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
With  his  family,  he  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  deacon  and  elder  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

In  1873  Mr.  Sexton  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  0.  Briney,  a daugh- 
ter of  Perry  and  Anna  Briney,  early  settlers  of  White  and  Carroll 
counties.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Dora  E.,  who 
married  J.  F.  Duncan,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
and  Lulu  B.,  who  married  Lester  J.  Morrow,  proprietor  of  a harness 
store  at  Linden,  Indiana,  and  has  two  children — Eugene  Francis  and 
Rex  Byron. 

Edward  W.  Irwin.  The  development  of  the  Wolcott  Brick  and 
Drain  Tile  Company  from  a non-paying  investment  to  a prosperous 
enterprise  and  a substantial  industry  of  the  community,  has  been  the 
achievement  of  Edward  W.  Irwin,  its  president  and  general  manager, 
and  it  is  typical  of  twentieth-century  progress.  When  Mr.  Irwin  and  his 
father  took  charge  of  this  industry,  it  had  been  conducted  for  a score 
of  years  without  paying  a dividend ; from  the  time  of  their  advent,  its 
business  has  been  such  that  until  recently  the  company  could  not  supply 
the  demands  of  the  field. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  a Iloosier  by  nativity,  born  December  25,  1870,  near 
Remington,  Jasper  County,  a son  of  James  F.  Irwin,  and  a grandson 
of  William  Irwin,  who  was  a grain  dealer  and  stock  raiser  at  Wolcott 
from  about  1865  until  1870,  and  in  the  latter  year  removed  to  Remington, 
where  his  death  occurred.  James  F.  Irwin  was  born  in  1840,  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Indiana,  and  in  early  life  was  a farmer,  a vocation  which 
he  followed  until  his  election  to  the  county  clerkship  of  Jasper  County, 
in  1894.  In  1902,  at  the  expiration  of  eight  years  of  faithful  public 
service,  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business  at  Rensselaer. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1900,  he  had  become  interested  in  the  tile  business 
at  Rensselaer  and  conducted  a plant  there  for  several  years.  While  he 
was  interested  variously  at  Wolcott,  and  particularly  in  the  tile  and 
brick  business  here,  he  maintained  his  home  at  Rensselaer  until  his  death. 
He  was  a republican  politically,  and  in  addition  to  serving  as  county 
clerk,  as  mentioned,  was  for  fourteen  years  trustee  of  Carpenter  Town- 
ship, and  his  public  life  was  characterized  by  the  same  high  ideals  and 
energetic  activities  that  made  him  so  successful  in  business.  His  frater- 
nal connections  were  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows. 
Mr.  Irwin  married  Miss  Mary  Ravenscroft,  who  was  born  near  Rem- 
ington, Indiana,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Ravenscroft,  the  latter 
of  whom  is  still  living  near  Remington  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
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Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin : Schuyler  C. ; Frances 
M. ; Edward  W. ; Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  I.  N.  Warren;  Maude,  the 
wife  of  Alexander  Wallace;  Fred;  and  Marguerite,  who  is  single  and 
resides  at  Rensselaer. 

Edward  W.  Irwin  received  a high  school  education  at  Rensselaer  and 
in  his  boyhood  worked  on  the  home  farm,  gradually  entering  business 
life  in  his  father’s  enterprises.  In  1908  he  came  to  Wolcott,  where  he 
has  since  grown  to  be  one  of  the  leading  business  factors  in  the  town. 
The  Wolcott  Brick  and  Drain  Tile  Company  was  founded  by  Mr.  Wol- 
cott, and  February  17,  1908,  was  incorporated  under  the  above  name  by 
Edward  W.  and  James  F.  Irwin  and  AYilliam  D.  Hill,  with  a capital 
stock  of  $20,000,  Mr.  Hill  having  been  conducting  the  business  for  two 
or  three  years  previous  to  this  time.  This  plant  had  been  operated  at 
Wolcott  for  about  twenty  years  and  had  never  made  one  cent  for  its 
owners,  but  with  the  coming  of  the  Messrs.  Irwin  new  machinery  was 
installed,  business  methods  were  revolutionized,  and  the  concern  began 
enjojdng  a prosperity  which  has  continued  unabated  to  the  present  time. 
The  annual  output  is  $20,000  worth  of  drain  tile  and  silo  blocks,  the 
demand  for  these  products  being  so  great  that  it  was  not  until  the  last 
year  that  the  company  was  able  to  fill  its  orders.  After  several  years 
Mr.  Hill  retired  from  the  organization,  and  when  James  F.  Irwin  died, 
May  12,  1912,  Edward  W.  Irwin,  who  had  formerly  been  secretary 
and  treasurer,  ascended  to  the  presidency. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Irwin  is  a republican  and  has  taken  a keen  and 
active  interest  in  civic  affairs,  having  been  president  of  the  town  board 
of  Wolcott  for  six  years,  during  which  time  was  installed  the  present 
modern  waterworks  system,  a decided  credit  to  the  community.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  movements  of  which 
he  has  supported  liberally.  Fraternally  his  connection  is  with  Wolcott 
Lodge  No.  180,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  master,  and  Wolcott 
Lodge  No.  171,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  he  is  worthy  patron 
and  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a member. 

Mr.  Irwin  was  married  December  25,  1901,  to  Miss  Nina  Sweet,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  F.  M.  and  Emily  Sweet,  formerly  of  White  County, 
but  now  a resident  of  Rensselaer,  Indiana.  They  have  no  children. 

Elihu  L.  Dibell.  Industrious,  enterprising  and  thrifty,  Eliliu  L. 
Dibell,  late  of  Wolcott,  was  for  many  years  associated  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  agricultural  possibilities  of  White  County,  having  cleared 
and  improved  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Princeton  Township,  where  he  was 
at  one  time  a resident.  The  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
New  York  State,  he  was  born  October  15,  1825,  in  Ashtabula  County, 
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Ohio,  and  died  March  14,  1902,  in  Wolcott,  White  County,  Indiana.  His 
father,  Obed  Dibell,  a farmer  by  occupation,  married  Patine  Baldwin, 
and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  active  life,  dying  in  September,  1874. 

Acquiring  his  elementary  education  in  the  rural  schools  of  his  native 
township,  Elihu  L.  Dibell  completed  his  early  studies  in  the  academy 
at  Kingsville,  Ohio.  Leaving  the  home  farm  when  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  he  spent  one  year  in  Will  County,  Illinois,  from  there  going  to 
Wisconsin  and  thence  to  Minnesota,  where  he  resided  eleven  years.  Re- 
turning to  Illinois,  Mr.  Dibell  lived  and  labored  for  seven  years  in 
Kendall  County.  In  1875  he  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating 
in  Princeton  Township,  where  he  secured  title  to  160  acres  of  land  that 
was  still  in  its  primitive  wilderness.  Immediately  beginning  its  improve- 
ment, he  was  there  subsequently  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  1886 
when  he  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  at  Remington.  He  was  quite 
successful  in  his  operations,  building  up  a flourishing  trade,  which  he 
carried  on  several  years  before  returning  to  Wolcott,  where  his  last  days 
were  spent  in  quiet  leisure.  He  was  a stanch  republican  in  politics, 
and,  with  his  wife  and  children,  attended  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Dibell  married,  December  22,  1852,  Elizabeth  A.  Bliss,  a daugh- 
ter of'Beriah  and  Polly  Lucella  Bliss,  natives  of  Greene  County,  New 
York.  Four  children  were  born  to  their  union,  namely:  Elihu  B.,  born 
May  2,  1857,  died  March  5,  1912 ; Arthur,  born  November  13,  1860,  died 
February  14,  1863;  Edwin  J.,  born  October  26,  1862;  and  Homer  B., 
born  January  17  1864. 

The  birth  of  Edwin  J.  Dibell,  the  third  child  of  his  parents,  occurred 
in  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota.  He  first  attended  school  in  Illinois,  and 
later  in  White  County,  Indiana.  Beginning  the  battle  of  life  for  him- 
self on  attaining  his  majority,  he  was  engaged  in  general  farming  for 
four  years.  Coming  to  Wolcott  in  1886,  he  established,  in  partnership 
with  his  elder  brother,  Elihu  B.  Dibell,  a department  store,  putting  in  a 
stock  of  groceries  and  dry  goods,  and  also  organized  the  Bank  of  Wolcott, 
a private  banking  institution  which  later  became  the  Bank  of  Wolcott. 
Since  1894  he  has  been  prosperously  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
at  Wolcott,  handling  a general  line  of  hardware,  and  being  well  patron- 
ized throughout  this  part  of  the  county.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  he  is  -identified  with  the  republican  party  in  politics,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  likewise  a member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons.  He  married,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1887,  Mary  A.  Dye,  and  into  their  home  two  children  have  been 
born,  namely : Dorrance,  born  March  21,  1892,  is  associated  in  business 
with  his  father;  and  Ethel,  born  February  15,  1896.  Mr.  Dibell  is  quite 
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active  in  public  affairs,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  town- 
ship trustee. 

Elihu  B.  Dibell.  An  honorable  business  record  of  many  years  in 
White  County  entitled  the  late  Elihu  B.  Dibell  to  a permanent  record 
in  the  pages  of  this  history.  He  was  long  associated  with  his  brother 
E.  J.  Dibell,  of  Wolcott,  and  throughout  his  career  he  maintained  a repu- 
tation for  solid  integrity  and  excellent  business  ability. 

A native  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  born  May  2,  1857,  a son  of 
Elihu  L.  and  Elizabeth  A.  Dibell,  record  of  whom  will  be  found  on  other 
pages,  Elihu  B.  Dibell  was  a resident  of  White  County  nearly  forty 
years,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Wolcott  March  5,  1912.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  attended  also  Jennings  Seminary 
at  Aurora,  Illinois.  In  1875  he  accompanied  the  family  to  White  County, 
and  for  the  next  nine  years  was  chiefly  engaged  in  farming.  'In  1884  he 
bought  the  grocery  and  hardware  store  of  A.  T.  Pitts  at  Wolcott,  but  sold 
the  hardware  stock  in  1887  and  thenceforward  with  E.  J.  Dibell,  his 
brother,  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business.  He  also  became 
an  active  factor  in  banking,  and  for  many  years,  in  fact  until  his  death, 
was  president  of  the  Bank  of  Wolcott.  The  late  Mr.  Dibell  was  a repub- 
lican in  politics  and  a citizen  who  could  be  relied  upon  to  support  every 
movement  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  had  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the 
Blue  Lodge.  At  Wolcott  on  February  6,  1883,  he  married  Almira  J. 
Gearhart,  a daughter  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Gearhart,  who  came 
from  Ohio  to  Illinois  and  later  to  Princeton  Township  in  White  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dibell  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Oscar  D., 

who  died  in  infancy;  Earl  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen;  Mabel  E., 
who  graduated  A.  B.  from  the  Western  College  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  took 
her  Master  of  Arts  degree  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  also  pursued 
special  studies  in  the  Leland  Stanford  University  in  California,  and  is 
now  instructor  in  the  Biological  Department  of  Western  College.  She 
resides  at  Wolcott  and  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
Harry  C.,  the  youngest  of  the  children,  is  now  a member  of  the  class 
of  1916  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  The  late  Mr.  Dibell  married  for 
his  second  wife  Vesta  J.  Lisk,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Disk. 

Charles  E.  Ross.  In  the  death  of  Charles  E.  Ross,  White  County 
was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  respected  and  trustworthy  citizens; 
Princeton  Township  lost  one  of  its  most  able  and  progressive  agricul- 
turists; and,  it  is  safe  to  say,  in  Wolcott,  where  the  later  years  of  his 
life  were  spent,  none  are  more  genuinely  missed  than  he.  A son  of 
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Charles  and  Sarah  (Widney)  Ross,  he  was  born,  October  16,  1840,  in 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  coming  from  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

Brought  up  and  educated  in  his  native  county,  Charles  E.  Ross,  as  a 
boy  worked  in  his  father’s  hotel  at  Delphos,  Ohio,  making  himself  gener- 
ally useful  to  the  traveling  public,  but  when  ready  to  settle  in  life  turned 
his  attention  to  agriculture.  He  continued  his  residence  in  Ohio  for  sev- 
eral years  after  his  marriage.  Migrating  to  Illinois  in  1885,  he  carried 
on  general  farming  in  Kankakee  County  for  five  years.  In  1890  he 
came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating  in  WYst  Point  Township,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  lying  one  mile  south  of  Meadow  Lake 
Cemetery.  Energetic  and  wide-awake,  Mr.  Ross  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  in  the  improvement  of  his  property  used  excellent 
judgment,  in  addition  to  placing  his  commodious  buildings  in  excellent 
repair  tilling  the  land,  rendering  it  fertile  and  productive.  In  October, 
1894,  Mr.  Ross  moved  into  town,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  was 
numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of  Wolcott.  His  fine  estate, 
‘ ‘ Maple  Hurst,  ’ ’ is  still  owned  by  his  widow,  and  is  one  of  the  most  val- 
uable and  attractive  in  the  vicinity. 

On  November  14,  1865,  Mr.  Ross  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Caroline  Bixby,  a daughter  of  Horace  and  Rebecca  (Moore)  Bixby,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  while  the  latter 
was  a native  of  Champlain,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bixby  settled  in 
Ohio  after  their  marriage,  and  there  continued  residents  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  in 
the  kindness  of  their  warm  hearts  they  reared  a boy,  Edward  C.,  from 
six  years  of  age  until  reaching  man’s  estate.  Edward  C.  Ross,  who  is  an 
agriculturist,  wedded  Miss  Addie  Forman,  and  they  have  three  children : 
Charles,  a graduate  of  the  Wolcott  High  School  and  now  at  home ; Carrie, 
a member  of  the  class  of  1916  of  the  Wolcott  High  School;  and  Elizabeth, 
attending  the  common  schools.  Edward  Ross  conducts  the  farming 
operations  on  his  mother’s  farm.  Mrs.  Ross  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  belonged.  Mr.  Ross  joined 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons  in  Ohio,  and  both  he 
and  Mrs.  Ross  became  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

James  P.  Foltz.  Distinguished  not  only  as  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  but  as  a worthy  representative  of  the  able  agriculturists  of  White 
County  who  have  accumulated  a competency,  James  P.  Foltz  is  now  living 
retired  from  active  pursuits,  having  a pleasant  home  in  Wolcott.  A 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born,  July  24,  1845,  in  Juniata  County, 
a son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Sigler)  Foltz,  the  former  of  whom  was  of 
German  descent,  and  the  latter  of  Welsh  and  Irish  ancestry.  Joseph 
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Foltz  died  in  1849,  and  in  1862  his  widow  came  with  her  little  family  to 
White  County,  and  here  resided  until  her  death,  in  May,  1913,  at  Wolcott, 
where  her  body  was  laid  to  rest.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  Thomas  M.,  deceased;  Anna,  deceased;  James  P. ; and 

John  B. 

Although  yet  in  his  teens  when  the  tocsin  of  war  rang  throughout 
the  land,  James  P.  Foltz,  fired  with  patriotic  zeal,  enlisted,  August  12, 
1861,  at  Harrisburg,  in  Company  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  three  years.  Soon  after  being  mustered  out,  he  re-en- 
listed, becoming  a member  of  Company  K,  Twelfth  Indiana  Cavalry, 
with  which  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  A gallant  soldier, 
Mr.  Foltz  took  part  in  many  engagements  of  importance,  including  the 
Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  those  at  Gettysburg,  Cedar  Mountain, 
Hampden  Cross  Roads,  and  others  of  equal  note. 

Receiving  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Foltz  joined 
his  mother  in  White  County,  and  embarked  in  farming  in  Princeton 
Township,  in  the  management  of  his  eighty  acres  of  land  meeting  with 
exceptionally  good  results.  He  still  owns  forty  acres  of  fertile  land,  but 
has  given  up  active  farming,  since  1893  having  lived  retired  in  Wolcott. 
Mr.  Foltz  uniformly  casts  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  republican  ticket. 
He  is  ever  interested  in  the  welfare  of  town  and  county,  and  has  served 
as  township  assessor  two  terms,  and  as  township  trustee  the  same  length 
of  time. 

Mr.  Foltz  married,  January  16,  1870,  Elizabeth  Nordyke,  and  into 
the  household  thus  established  four  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Alta,  deceased ; Effie ; Gertrude ; and  Edith.  Mrs.  Foltz  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  Mr.  Foltz  is  not  affiliated  with  any 
religious  organization.  He  is  a member,  however,  of  Robert  Spencer  Post 
No.  432,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Wolcott. 

Truman  Holdridge.  The  general  course  of  action  in  the  life  of  Tru- 
man Holdridge,  by  whose  citizenship  the  Town  of  Wolcott  has  profited 
greatly,  has  been  an  expression  of  practical  and  diversified  activity,  and 
in  its  range  has  invaded  the  realms  of  farming,  merchandising  and  the 
various  organized  and  co-operative  movements  by  which  a community 
gains  its  reputation  for  advancement  and  improvement. 

The  Holdridge  family  has  been  well  known  in  White  County  since 
before  the  Civil  war.  The  father  of  the  Wolcott  business  man  above 
named  was  the  late  George  W.  Holdridge,  who  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  New  York,  April  6,  1839,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Matilda  (Heath) 
Holdridge.  He  was  of  combined  German  and  Welsh  stock.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  began  life  for  himself.  He  was  a farm  laborer  and  for 
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about  two  years  traveled  in  different  sections  of  Canada.  His  arrival  in 
White  County  was  in  the  year  1859,  when  he  found  employment  with 
Clark  Johnson.  His  modest  savings  were  next  invested  in  five  yoke  of 
oxen,  and  with  these  he  undertook  the  arduous  task  of  breaking  prairie 
sod.  At  that  time  the  opportunities  for  such  a business  were  almost 
unlimited,  since  vast  tracts  of  White  County  landscape  had  known  no 
other  tending  save  that  of  nature  since  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
The  five  years  he  spent  in  that  work  contributed  a large  area  of  tillable 
land  to  the  county.  He  next  rented  a farm  and  thereafter  made  that  his 
principal  calling.  He  was  married  April  13,  1870,  to  Miss  Matilda  Tem- 
pleton, a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Templeton.  She  died  in  1883 
and  is  buried  in  the  Wolcott  Cemetery.  Her  four  children  were:  Leroy 
D.,  who  now  lives  in  Coldwater,  Michigan,  and  married  Lillian  Robin- 
son, a daughter  of  Doctor  Robinson,  of  Monticello ; Emma,  who  married 
Clifford  Bolden,  and  they  now  occupy  the  old  homestead  in  Princeton 
Township ; Truman,  who  is  the  next  in  order  of  age ; and  Theron,  who 
lives  in  Princeton  Township  and  by  his  marriage  to  Estella  Fox  has  one 
child  named  George  W.  George  W.  Holdridge  married  for  his  third  wife 
Lucy  J.  Lucas,  who  is  still  living  in  Wolcott.  In  1870  George  W.  Hold- 
ridge moved  into  Princeton  Township,  locating  northeast  of  Seafield, 
where  he  lived  three  years,  then  removed  to  Delphi  in  Carroll  County, 
established  a butcher  shop  and  later  continued  the  same  line  of  enter- 
prise in  Monticello.  After  that  he  bought  a farm  in  West  Point  Town- 
ship, lived  there  about  a year,  and  then  moved  to  a farm  in  Princeton 
Township  east  of  Seafield,  and  finally  to  his  place  of  residence  near 
Wolcott.  George  W.  Holdridge  died  January  15,  1905,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Wolcott  Cemetery.  He  was  a very  successful  business  man,  and  prior 
to  his  death  had  accumulated  about  550  acres  of  land.  His  varied  activi- 
ties were  not  only  the  means  of  bringing  many  broad  acres  under  culti- 
vation, but  he  also  erected  half  a dozen  or  more  substantial  dwelling 
houses  in  different  localities  of  the  county.  His  belief  was  that  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a democrat. 

The  home  farm  on  which  Truman  Holdridge  was  born  July  13,  1878, 
was  in  section  19,  range  5 west  in  Princeton  Township.  His  early  life 
was  that  of  the  average  farmer  boy,  varied  by  school  attendance  and  by 
work  with  the  various  implements  and  duties  of  farm  management  as 
his  strength  permitted,  and  after  graduating  from  the  Wolcott  High 
School  in  1898  he  spent  two  terms  in  the  Commercial  High  School  at 
Logansport,  and  for  six  months  was  in  Nelson-Myers  law  office  at  Logans- 
port.  At  Wolcott  he  found  an  opportunity  to  get  some  practical  experi- 
ence in  business  as  clerk  in  W.  C.  Kinney's  hardware  store,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  After  that  he  returned  to  the  country  and  for  two 
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years  was  a practical  farmer.  He  then  became  permanently  identified 
with  the  mercantile  affairs  of  Wolcott  by  purchasing  a furniture  store, 
and  subsequently  acquired  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  of 
H.  C.  Westfall  in  1909.  His  is  now  one  of  the  conspicuous  establish- 
ments in  that  village,  known  as  Truman  Holdridge ’s  Furniture,  Under- 
taking and  Jewelry  business.  He  has  no  failures  recorded  against  him 
as  a merchant,  and  has  steadily  progressed  in  favor  and  patronage  and  is 
not  only  successful  in  himself  but  lends  a liberal  hand  to  the  promotion 
of  movements  which  will  make  Wolcott  a more  liveable  center  of  business 
and  population.  On  June  6,  1906,  Mr.  Holdridge  married  Miss  Maude 
A.  Galloway,  a daughter  of  Martin  and  Isabel  Galloway  of  Wolcott. 

Mr.  Holdridge  is  vice  president  of  the  Wolcott  Utility  Company, 
which -has  recently  completed  a fine  system  of  water  works  for  the  town. 
Local  citizens  pay  him  a special  tribute  of  gratitude  for  his  effective 
leadership  in  providing  a public  swimming  pool,  which  has  also  been 
completed  just  recently.  He  carried  around  the  subscription  paper  and 
by  his  own  enthusiasm  and  persuasion  succeeded  in  raising  all  the  money 
required  for  that  excellent  improvement.  While  a democrat,  Mr.  Hold- 
ridge has  no  ambition  for  the  honors  of  office,  and  is  able  to  do  a great 
deal  for  his  community  without  assuming  the  burdens  and  cares  of  poli- 
tics. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  both 
are  also  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Rebekahs 
at  Wolcott.  Mr.  Holdridge  is  past  master  of  Wolcott  Lodge,  No.  186 
F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Monticello, 
with  the  Council  at  Monticello,  and  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  No.  598,  at  Wolcott. 

Louis  Hinchman.  Representing  an  old  established  family  in  Prince- 
ton Township,  Louis  Hinchman  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Wolcott 
community,  and  for  many  years  has  been  identified  with  the  business 
enterprise  of  that  village,  and  is  now  cashier  of  the  State  Bank.  His 
has  been  a career  in  which  industry,  good  judgment  and  integrity  have 
been  prominent  factors,  and  his  high  standing  in  the  community  is  also 
attested  by  various  honors  paid  him  as  a citizen. 

His  father  was  the  late  William  Hinchman,  a pioneer  of  Princeton 
Township,  and  whose  death  in  July,  1912,  removed  one  of  the  fine  old 
citizens  of  that  locality.  William  Hinchman  was  born  in  Cabell  County, 
West  Virginia,  August  1,  1830,  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Symms) 
Hinchman.  His  grandfather  came  from  England,  and  there  is  also  an 
admixture  of  Irish  stock  in  the  family.  William  Hinchman,  Sr.  was 
quite  an  old  man  when  the  war  came  on  and  was  at  that  time  living  in 
West  Virginia,  and  on  account  of  his  positive  expressions  in  behalf  of 
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the  Union  was  made  a prisoner  by  the  Confederates  and  confined  at 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  where  the  hardship  he  endured  caused  his 
death.  William  Hinchman,  Jr.  obtained  his  education  in  the  old  field 
schools  of  Western  Virginia,  and  early  in  his  career  was  impressed  with 
the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio  River  as  com- 
pared with  the  slave  states,  and  on  October  13,  1854,  arrived  in  White 
County  and  began  settlement  on  section  29  of  Princeton  Township.  In 
early  life  he  acquired  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  used  that  skill  to  good 
effect  in  the  construction  of  his  farm  buildings.  In  the  course  of  time 
he  acquired  270  acres  of  land  in  Princeton  Township,  and  was  not  only 
a prosperous  but  influential  citizen.  In  his  time  he  was  probably  the 
chief  apiarist  in  White  County  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  or  more 
made  bee  keeping  a specialty.  Though  a member  of  the  minority  party, 
the  democratic,  he  was  elected  township  trustee  in  1860  for  one  term, 
and  in  1877  received  the  nomination  for  county  treasurer,  but  was  not 
elected.  On  December  18,  1856,  William  Hinchman  married  Miss  Rhoda 
Nordyke.  In  1893  William  Hinchman  removed  to  the  Village  of  Wol- 
cott, and  died  there  and  is  buried  in  the  Meadow  Lake  Cemetery.  His 
widow  is  still  living  at  Wolcott.  To  their  marriage  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  John,  now  a retired  farmer, 
married  Ella  Primmer  ; Emma  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  George  Ferguson, 
proprietor  of  the  Ferguson  Hotel  at  Wolcott;  James,  who  lives  in  La- 
fayette, has  been  three  times  married  and  has  a son  Fred  by  his  second 
wife;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Waymire,  a retired  farmer  living  at 
Wolcott,  and  they  have  four  children;  William  Jr.  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried and  has  two  children  by  his  second  wife ; Anna  is  the  wife  of  A.  U. 
Lux  of  Wolcott,  and  has  five  children;  the  seventh  and  youngest  child 
is  Louis  Hinchman. 

Louis  Hinchman  was  born  on  the  old  farm  two  miles  east  of  Wolcott, 
September  7,  1868,  and  has  been  a resident  of  Princeton  Township  prac- 
tically all  his  life.  While  growing  up  on  the  farm,  to  the  duties  of  which 
he  was  well  trained,  he  also  attended  the  common  schools  in  Wolcott 
and  completed  his  education  by  several  terms  in  Valparaiso  University. 
He  has  to  his  credit  five  years  of  successful  teaching,  two  years  in  Honey 
Creek  Township  and  three  years  in  Princeton  Township.  Following  this 
he  was  appointed  deputy  postmaster  at  Wolcott,  and  held  that  office  from 
1893  to  1897.  On  retiring  from  office  Mr.  Hinchman  became  associated 
with  W.  C.  Kinney  in  the  hardware  business  at  Wolcott  and  they  were 
in  partnership  until  1903.  Since  that  year  Mr.  Hinchman  has  been 
identified  with  the  State  Bank  of  Wolcott,  and  has  had  a large  share  of 
the  responsibilities  of  its  management  in  the  post  of  cashier  since  1904. 
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He  is  also  a member  of  the  firm  of  Nordyke  & Company,  well  known 
Wolcott  druggists. 

Mr.  Hinchman  is  a man  whose  character  and  activities  have  been 
such  as  to  command  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community,  and 
evidence  of  this  is  found  in  his  service  as  town  treasurer  for  nine  years 
from  1901  to  1910.  As  a democrat  he  was  nominated  in  1906  for  the 
office  of  county  treasurer,  but  was  unable  to  overcome  the  normal  repub- 
lican majority  of  that  year.  His  church  home  is  the  Baptist. 

On  October  26,  1897,  Mr.  Hinchman  married  Miss  Anna  J.  Stahl, 
who  is  of  German  family  and  a daughter  of  Carl  Stahl,  of  Remington, 
Indiana.  /They  have  one  of  the  comfortable  homes  of  Wolcott  and  it  is 
cheered  by  the  presence  of  one  daughter,  Frances  L.,  who  has  received 
her  diploma  from  the  public  schools  and  is  now  in  her  junior  year  of  the 
Wolcott  High  School.  She  has  also  taken  instrumental  music.  Mrs. 
Hinchman  is  a native  of  Germany,  born  November  19,  1871,  and  was 
only  two  years  old  when  her  parents  came  to  America.  She  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  In  1912  Mr.  Hinchman  built  a beautiful  resi- 
dence in  Wolcott,  Indiana,  which  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  good 
cheer. 

Edward  Hemphill.  Though  still  an  active  factor  in  the  business 
affairs  of  Wolcott,  Edward  Hemphill  has  reached  that  time  of  life  where 
he  can  be  said  to  have  earned  the  right  to  leisure  and  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  a well  spent  career.  Mr.  Hemphill  is  one  of  the  surviving 
Indiana  veterans  of  the  Union  army,  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in 
White  County,  has  been  prospered  as  a farmer  and  business  man,  and 
has  a high  place  in  popular  esteem. 

Though  now  past  the  age  of  three  score  and  ten  Mr.  Hemphill  belongs 
to  such  a long  lived  family  that  he  may  still  be  considered  a young  man. 
His  father,  Andrew  Hemphill,  was  born  in  the  Territory  of  Ohio  in  1797, 
several  years  before  Ohio  became  a state,  and  died  in  1870.  He  married 
Mary  A.  Bible,  who  was  born  in  1810,  and  whose  father,  Louis  Bible, 
a native  of  Germany,  lived  to  the  patriarchial  age  of  one  hundred  eleven 
years.  Andrew  Hemphill  was  an  early  settler  in  Indiana,  locating  in 
White  County,  and  on  September  19,  1847,  arriving  at  his  chosen  loca- 
tion in  section  1,  range  6 west,  in  Princeton  Township  of  White  County. 
He  was  a farmer  and  miller  by  occupation,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
his  visible  prosperity  was  indicated  by  the  ownership  of  440  acres.  His 
success  was  well  earned,  he  was  honest,  upright  and  an  industrious 
worker,  lived  quietly  with  his  neighbors,  was  never  sued  and  never  prose- 
cuted a suit  in  all  his  life,  and  though  a democrat  in  politics  never  sought 
any  official  honors.  He  is  buried  in  the  Hemphill  Cemetery  in  Prince- 
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ton  Township.  He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 
The  two  now  living  in  White  County  are  Mary  A.,  widow  of  Ambrose 
Moore,  and  Edward.  Another  son,  George  A.,  lives  near  Remington,  in 
Jasper  County. 

Edward  Hemphill  was  born  near  Attica  in  Fountain  County,  In- 
diana, September  30,  1843,  and  the  family  removed  to  Princeton  Town- 
ship too  early  for  him  to  have  any  definite  recollections  of  that  event. 
He  attended  some  of  the  old  time  schools  kept  in  the  township  during 
the  ’40s  and  ’50s,  gained  physical  strength  by  active  contact  with  the 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  was  a vigorous  youth  of  eighteen  when  the  war 
broke  out  between  the  North  and  South.  Three  years  later,  in  1863, 
he  enlisted  at  Lafayette  in  Company  K of  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth Indiana  Infantry.  In  1865  he  re-enlisted  at  Reynolds,  and  was 
assigned  to  Company  G of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  Indiana 
Infantry,  continuing  this  second  service  until  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Indianapolis  in  the  fall  of  1865.  Though  he  participated  in  several  im- 
portant campaigns  during  the  war  and  was  present  at  a number  of  bat- 
tles, he  escaped  without  wounds  and  capture. 

With  the  consciousness  of  patriotic  duty  well  done,  Mr.  Hemphill 
applied  himself  vigorously  to  his  business  as  a farmer,  which  was  his 
principal  calling  up  to  eight  years  ago  when  he  moved  into  the  Town  of 
Wolcott  and  has  since  been  proprietor  of  the  Hemphill  Feed  Stable  and 
Tie  Barn.  In  addition  to  this  he  is  the  owner  of  some  town  property, 
and  has  a finely  developed  farm  of  120  acres  in  Princeton  Township. 

In  1867,  about  three  years  after  he  returned  from  the  army,  Mr. 
Hemphill  married  Miss  Harriet  A.  Dobbins,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Dobbins  of  Princeton  Township.  For  nearly  forty  years  they 
traveled  life’s  pathway  together,  sharing  and  dividing  their  experiences 
and  burdens,  and  Mrs.  Hemphill  passed  away  December  4,  1906,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Dobbins  Cemetery  in  Princeton  Township.  There 
are  five  children  who  survive  and  honor  the  memory  of  their  mother 
and  the  example  of  their  honored  father.  James  T.,  the  eldest,  is  a 
traveling  salesman  with  home  at  Monon,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Leota 
Haskins  has  three  children,  Bervin,  Mark  and  Gwendolin.  Francis  E. 
is  the  only  one  of  the  children  now  deceased.  Gracie  B.  is  the  wife  of 
Ed  Right  of  Princeton  Township,  and  they  have  a child  named  Philip. 
Jessie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Fern  Kerr,  a surveyor  at  Wolcott,  and  their  two 
children  are  Hope  and  Nina.  William  H.,  who  lives  at  Wolcott,  married 
Leota  Baxter,  and  they  have  a little  daughter,  Wilma. 

In  1867  Mr.  Hemphill  joined  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Wolcott,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Rensalear. 
He  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church  and  i§  a republican  who  cast  his  first 
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ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  supported  every  presidential  can- 
didate of  that  party  since.  It  should  be  said  that  Mr.  Hemphill  has 
gained  all  his  prosperity  through  his  own  efforts,  having  inherited  only 
forty  acres  of  land  from  his  father  ’s  estate. 

Stewart  C.  Uhl.  The  Uhl  family  have  been  identified  with  this 
section  of  Northwestern  Indiana  for  more  than  half  a century.  An 
earlier  generation  furnished  loyal  soldiers  to  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  patriotism,  stanch  civic  loyalty,  and  business  integrity 
have  been  characteristics  of  all  members  of  the  family.  The  best  known 
representative  of  the  name  at  present  in  White  County  is  Stewart  C. 
Uhl,  who  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  engaged  in  business  at  Wol- 
cott where  he  is  proprietor  of  a cigar  factory  and  also  operates  the  chief 
automobile  garage  and  supply  station. 

His  father  was  the  late  George  Uhl,  whose  name  will  always  be  asso- 
ciated with  White  County  affairs  during  the  years  following  the  Civil 
war.  He  held  the  office  of  county  auditor  a number  of  years,  and  after 
seven  years  of  almost  constant  suffering  from  wounds  which  he  had 
received  as  a Union  soldier  died  on  June  9,  1893.  He  is  buried  at  the 
Monticello  Cemetery,  but  after  more  than  twenty  years  his  memory  is 
still  enshrined  in  the  grateful  hearts  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

One  of  five  children  born  to  John  and  Eva  K.  Uhl,  George  Uhl  was 
born  at  Asch,  Austria,  July  21,  1842.  A few  years  later  his  father  and 
two  other  children  died,  and  the  widowed  mother  then  brought  her  three 
sons,  of  whom  George  was  the  oldest,  to  America  in  1854.  She  lived 
on  a farm  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  until  1857,  and  then  moved  to  Tippe- 
canoe Township  in  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  where  she  bought  a tract 
of  swamp  land  and  began  its  improvement  into  a farm.  Mrs.  Eva  K. 
Uhl  was  a splendid  type  of  the  pioneer  woman.  Her  death  occurred  in 
Pulaski  County  in  1901.  For  her  second  marriage  she  became  the  wife 
of  Henry  Crites.  She  had  brought  her  three  sons  to  America  in  order 
that  they  might  avoid  the  compulsory  military  service  of  the  old  country, 
but  her  sons  had  hardly  reached  maturity  before  two  of  them  volunteered 
for  service  in  the  Union  armies.  Of  these  three  sons  only  one  is  now 
living,  Herman,  whose  home  is  seven  miles  northwest  of  Winamac.  An- 
other son,  John,  died  while  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Twelve  years  of  age  when  brought  to  America,  George  Uhl  had  re- 
ceived some  training  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  country,  also 
attended  school  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  after  the  war  was  for  two 
years  a student  in  the  old  Male  and  Female  College  at  Valparaiso.  He 
was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  from  Pu- 
laski County  he  went  to  Reynolds  in  White  County  and  joined  Company 
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K of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  His  military  record 
is  one  that  should  be  preserved  in  any  history  of  White  County.  He 
first  went  to  Maryland  and  was  on  guard  duty  near  Baltimore,  and  dur- 
ing the  fall  of  1861  spent  several  weeks  at  Cape  Hatteras.  Early  in  1862 
his  regiment  was  around  Fortress  Monroe  and  his  company  had  some 
part  in  the  memorable  engagement  between  the  rebel  ram  Merrimac  and 
the  Union  vessels  the  Cumberland  and  Congress.  On  the  following  day 
he  witnessed  that  epoch  making  naval  battle  between  the  Monitor  and 
Merrimac.  His  regiment  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  arriving 
in  front  of  Richmond  before  the  beginning  of  the  seven  days’  fight.  At 
Glendale  on  June  30,  1862,  he  was  wounded  and  captured  and  taken 
to  Richmond,  and  for  several  months  was  in  the  Confederate  prisons 
Libby  and  Belle  Isle.  He  was  later  paroled  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Annapolis,  and  on  being  exchanged  rejoined  his  regiment  near  Fred- 
ericksburg. He  took  part  in  the  great  campaign  including  the  battles 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  quartermaster  ’s  department.  He  was  with 
his  regiment  in  New  York  City  during  the  draft  riots  in  the  summer  of 
1863.  Thereafter  his  regiment  was  in  active  service  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  in  its  various  movements  until  February,  1864.  The  term  of 
enlistment  for  three  years  having  expired,  most  of  his  old  regiment 
veteranized,  and  after  a furlough  which  he  spent  at  home  he  rejoined 
his  command  in  time  to  participate  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  in 
the  engagements  on  the  Po  River,  at  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold 
Harbor,  Weldon  Railroad,  Hatcher’s  Run,  and  in  the  many  engage- 
ments leading  up  to  the  fall  of  Petersburg.  During  part  of  this  time 
as  first  sergeant  he  had  command  of  the  remnant  of  Company  K.  On 
March  25,  1865,  while  in  front  of  Petersburg  the  Twentieth  Regiment 
had  its  last  battle.  There  Mr.  Uhl  was  struck  by  a cannon  ball  which 
almost  severed  his  left  leg,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day  only  two  of  the 
original  company  which  started  from  Reynolds  in  1861  were  able  to 
answer  at  roll  call.  Mr.  Uhl  spent  several  months  in  a hospital  at 
Washington,  and  was  finally  discharged  with  all  the  honors  and  credit 
that  go  to  a gallant  soldier  in  July,  1865. 

George  Uhl  was  a resident  of  Monticello  from  1867  until  his  death. 
On  removing  to  that  city  he  intended  to  take  up  a career  as  a physician 
and  spent  one  year  in  reading  medicine  under  Dr.  William  S.  Haymond. 
In  1868  he  was  the  choice  of  his  party,  the  republican,  for  the  office 
of  county  auditor,  and  was  elected  and  reelected  for  two  terms,  serv- 
ing from  1868  until  1876.  He  made  a most  creditable  record  in  the 
office,  and  afterwards  employed  his  time  in  looking  after  his  varied 
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business  interests.  Though  starting  life  a poor  man,  he  made  himself 
successful,  and  it  was  a success  of  the  most  honorable  nature.  He  was 
never  accused  of  anything  underhanded,  and  stood  foremost  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  also  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  Noble  Grand,  and 
was  at  one  time  commander  of  Tippecanoe  Post  No.  51,  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  at  Monticello. 

On  December  12,  1872,  George  Uhl  married  Miss  Emily  C.  Hamlin. 
The  Hamlins  were  of  English  descent,  and  her  father  was  Dr.  Philo 
Hamlin,  who  came  from  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Uhl  were  born  three  children,  and  each  of  these  lias  made 
an  honorable  record  in  life. 

Byron  H.,  the  oldest,  who  was  born  in  East  Monticello,  October  25, 
1873,  was  graduated  from  the  Monticello  High  School  in  1890  as 
valedictorian  of  his  class,  then  spent  one  year  in  the  Valparaiso  Business 
College,  and  began  his  career  as  a stenographer  in  the  offices  of  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  Railway  at  South  Chicago,  Illinois.  In  August,  1892. 
he  was  appointed  stenographer  at  the  Federal  Emigration  Station  at 
Ellis  Island.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been  identified  with 
that  department  of  the  Federal  Government,  rising  to  the  position  of 
chief  clerk,  then  deputy  commissioner,  and  recently,  after  the  resigna- 
tion of  Commissioner  Williams  and  before  Commissioner  Howe  took 
office  on  September  1,  1914,  he  served  as  acting  commissioner,  having 
performed  those  duties  for  more  than  a year.  At  present  he  is  deputy 
commissioner  of  emigration,  and  has  been  identified  with  that  depart- 
ment since  the  second  Cleveland  administration.  His  home  is  at  Ruther- 
ford, New  Jersey.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic.  Order  and  of  the' 
Mystic  Shrine.  In  1899  Byron  H.  Uhl  married  Miss  Euphemia  Elsmami 
of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Their  five  children  are:  Agnes  E.,  de- 

ceased; Helen  M. ; Ruth  A.;  Hildegard  E.;  and  Emily  C. 

Agnes  E.,  the  only  daughter  of  the  late  George  Uhl,  likewise  had  a 
career  of  more  than  ordinary  attainment.  She  attended  the  Monticello 
High  School,  graduated  from  the  Pharmacy  Department  at  Purdue  Uni- 
versity with  the  class  of  1895,  and  then  entered  the  Woman’s  Medical 
College  in  Chicago,  where  she  finished  the  course  in  three  years,  graduat- 
ing M.  D.  in  the  class  of  1898.  She  was  then  appointed  an  interne  in 
the  Woman’s  Hospital  of  Chicago  and  died  there  January  12,  1900.  She 
had  been  married  just  a week  before  her  death  to  Dr.  Cubbins. 

Stewart  C.  Uhl,  who  has  spent  most  of  his  business  life  in  Wolcott, 
was  born  at  Monticello,  June  1,  1878.  He  attended  the  Monticello  High 
School,  took  a business  course  in  the  West  Side  Business  College  of  Chi- 
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cago,  and  on  Augnst  16,  1900,  arrived  at  Wolcott,  where  he  established 
a cigar  manufactory,  and  has  built  that  wholesale  business  up  to  flourish- 
ing proportions.  In  1911  he  established  what  is  known  as  the  Wolcott 
Auto  and  Supply  Company,  and  now  gives  his  time  to  the  management 
of  both  these  well  known  concerns. 

In  politics  Mr.  Uhl  is  a conservative  republican,  and  has  long  been 
one  of  the  influential  figures  in  the  party  in  this  section  of  White  County. 
He  served  as  town  clerk  at  Wolcott  for  two  years,  during  1909-11,  has 
been  secretary  of  the  Wolcott  School  Board,  has  served  as  precinct  com- 
mitteeman from  the  second  precinct  of  Princeton  township,  and  is  one 
of  the  live  wires  in  keeping  up  the  republican  organization  to  a point  of 
utmost  efficiency.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church 
at  Wolcott. 

On  April  9,  1902,  Mr.  Uhl  married  Miss  Leta  A.  Spencer,  daughter 
of  Samuel  T.  and-  Nancy  J.  Spencer.  To  their  marriage  was  born  one 
daughter,  Margaret  Alice,  on  August  25,  1907. 

William  F.  Grugel.  About  the  first  year  of  the  American  Civil  war 
the  Grugel  family  emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States.  Where- 
as in  the  older  European  countries  families  go  on  living  generation 
after  generation  in  about  the  same  economic  scale,  rising  gradually  if 
at  all  in  material  prosperity,  it  required  less  than  a generation  for 
the  Grugel  family  to  attain  independence  and  substantial  position  in 
Indiana.  The  family  have  been  identified  with  White  County  for  many 
years,  and  William  F.  Grugel,  who  was  born  after  his  parents  came  to 
this  state,  has  himself  illustrated  what  can  be  accomplished  by  a young 
man  of  enterprise  and  industry  in  acquiring  a home  and  independence. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  with 
home  on  section  9 and  with  access  to  rural  route  No.  10  out  of  Reynolds. 

At  Westville,  Indiana,  August  1,  1862,  William  F.  Grugel  was  born 
in  the  household  of  John  and  Minnie  (Schroeder)  Grugel.  Both  his 
parents  were  born  in  Mecklinburg,  Germany,  and  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1861,  coming  west  from  New  York  City  to  Mich- 
igan City,  Indiana.  His  father  was  employed  for  a time  as  a farm  hand 
at  eleven  dollars  a month.  Later  he  worked  as  a section  hand  on  the 
railroad  at  Westville,  and  for  about  six  years  was  boss  of  a section  gang. 
In  the  spring  of  1872  he  brought  his  family  to  Reynolds  in  White 
County,  and  a year  later  made  purchase  of  forty  acres  of  land  lying  in 
the  northern  part  of  Honey  Creek  Township.  His  beginnings  as  a 
farmer  were  likewise  on  a humble  scale,  and  the  first  habitation  occupied 
by  the  family  was  a shanty  home.  A year  before  his  death  J ohn  Crugel 
moved  into  the  village  of  Reynolds,  and  died  there  October  4,  1905.  His 
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widow  is  still  living,  a woman  who  has  reached  the  venerable  years  of 
eighty,  and  makes  her  home  at  Reynolds.  The  father  is  at  rest  in  the 
Lutheran  cemetery  near  that  village.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat,  and 
many  years  ago  served  as  township  supervisor.  He  was  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  by  his  activities  as  a general  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  accumulated  an  abundance  for  his  declining  years. 

William  F.  Grugel  was  about  ten  years  old  when  the  family  came  to 
White  County.  He  continued  to  attend  the  public  schools,  but  also  had 
plenty  of  opportunity  to  learn  the  work  of  farming  and  on  leaving  the 
parental  home  worked  out  for  other  farmers  at  monthly  wages.  Industri- 
ous and  economical,  he  saved  all  that  he  could,  and  finally  invested  his 
modest  capital  in  forty  acres  which  cost  him  ten  dollars  per  acre.  That 
was  the  foundation  or  at  least  the  cornerstone  of  a prosperity  which  has 
been  steadily  growing  to  the  present  time,  and  he  now  owns  one  of  the 
well  kept  and  profitably  managed  farms  in  Honey  Creek  Township. 

On  April  10,  1890,  Mr.  Grugel  married  Miss  Josie  Han,  and  they 
have  worked  together  and  in  a spirit  of  co-operation  have  solved  the 
many  problems  of  life  during  the  past  twenty-five  years.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Henrietta  (Haskin)  Han,  who  came  from 
Ohio  to  White  County  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  They  located 
near  the  farm  now  occuped  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grugel,  having  lived 
a short  time  near  Wolcott,  Mrs.  Grugel ’s  father  died  March  17,  1914, 
and  is  laid  to  rest  in  the  Swisher  Cemetery,  while  her  mother  is  liv- 
ing at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Grugel.  Without  children  of  their  own,  out  of 
the  goodness  of  their  heart  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grugel  adopted  a daughter, 
Marie  Groh,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Ottie  ITeimes,  by  whom  she  has 
one  son,  Arthur  C.  Mr.  Grugel  is  a democrat,  and  like  his  father  has 
served  as  township  supervisor.  He  usually  casts  his  ballot  for  the  best 
man  in  local  elections.  In  religion  he  is  identified  with  the  Adventist 
Church. 

August  Ruemler.  A well-known  and  highly  esteemed  business 
man,  August  Ruemler,  of  Reynolds,  has  been  actively  identified  with 
the  mercantile  interests  of  this  part  of  White  County  for  upwards 
of  a score  of  years,  during  which  time  he  has  established  for  himself 
an  excellent  reputation  as  a thoroughly  honest  man  and  a good  citi- 
zen. A son  of  Charles  Ruemler,  he  was  born,  December  26,  1863,  on 
the  old  home  farm,  which  is  located  in  White  County,  west  of  Rey- 
nolds. 

Born  and  reared  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Charles  Ruemler  there  served 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In  1847,  realizing  the 
many  advantages  offered  young  men  in  the  United  States,  he  came  to 
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this  country,  locating  in  Indiana.  Industrious  and  thrifty,  he  saved 
his  earnings,  and  when  he  had  accumulated  a sufficient  sum  to  war- 
rant him  in  so  doing,  he  bought  land  in  White  County,  near  Reynolds, 
and  was  subsequently  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  June 
14,  1886,  at  a comparatively  early  age.  He  married,  in  Reynolds,  Min- 
nie Wese,  who  was  born  in  Posen,  Germany,  and  came  to  Indiana  with 
her  parents  in  1859.  She  is  still  living,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely : August,  Melia,  Henry,  Emma,  Robert,  and  Minnie. 

Having  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  rural  schools  of  his  native 
district,  August  Ruemler  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  and 
continued  thus  engaged  for  five  years.  Then,  preferring  some  other 
occupation,  Mr.  Ruemler  opened  a general  store  at  Reynolds,  putting 
in  a fine  line  of  groceries  and  dry  goods,  and  has  since  built  up  a large 
and  lucrative  business,  being  well  patronized.  Following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father,  he  is  independent  in  local  politics,  voting  for  the 
best  man  and  measures,  but  in  national  affairs  supports  the  principles 
of  the  republican  party.  He  is  likewise  true  to  the  religious  faith  in 
which  he  was  reared  by  his  parents,  being  a Lutheran. 

Mr.  Ruemler  married,  May  9,  1889,  Miss  Ida  Grugel,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Minnie  Grugel,  who  came  to  White  County  in  the  early  ’60s, 
settling  on  a farm.  Mr.  Grugel  subsequently  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Grugel  survives  him.  Six 
children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruemler,  namely : 
Carl;  John;  Robert;  Clara,  deceased;  Marie;  and  Walter. 

Rudolph  Werner.  One  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  Big 
Creek  Township,  Rudolph  Werner,  is  numbered  among  the  sturdy, 
energetic  and  successful  farmers  of  White  County,  who  fully  under- 
stand the  vocation  which  they  follow,  and  are  enabled  to  carry  it  on  with 
profit  and  pleasure.  A son  of  the  late  Julius  Werner,  he  was  born 
June  25,  1859,  in  Posen,  Prussia,  Germany,  where  his  childhood  days 
were  spent. 

A native  of  Germany,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1832,  Julius 
Werner  was  there  bred  and  educated.  Learning  the  trade  of  a lock- 
smith when  young,  he  followed  it  in  the  fatherland  for  several  years 
after  his  marriage.  In  1872,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  in  the 
fatherland,  he  immigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  for  five  years  was 
engaged  in  railroading,  living  first  in  Reynolds,  and  later  at  Good- 
land.  Subsequently,  his  family  having  joined  him,  he  bought  land  in 
Honey  Creek  Township,  and  was  there  actively  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising  until  his  death,  July  3,  1885.  He  was  a man  of  sterling 
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integrity,  industrious  and  enterprising.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
was  a democrat,  and  in  religion  both  he  and  his  wife  were  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Rose  Turn,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  1856.  She  sur- 
vied  him  many  years,  passing  away  in  February,  1906.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  of  their  marriage,  six  are  living,  as  follows:  Gustave; 
Rudolph,  the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch;  Charley;  Eustina, 
wife  of  John  Kilgoss;  Caroline,  wife  of  Frank  Ruck;  and  Minnie,  wife 
of  Henry  Denhardt. 

Having  acquired  his  rudimentary  education  in  his  native  land, 
Rudolph  Werner  completed  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  White 
County.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  began  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion has  displayed  vigorous  ability  and  much  skill.  He  has  made  wise 
investments  in  land,  now  owning  220  acres  in  White  County,  his  home 
farm  on  Section  3,  Big  Creek  Township,  containing  100  acres  of  rich 
and  fertile  land,  on  which  he  has  made  improvements  of  value,  including 
the  erection  of  the  house  occupied  by  himself  and  family,  the  barns 
having  been  on  the  place  when  he  purchased  the  property.  He  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  to  some  extent  is  interested  in  stock  raising, 
breeding  short  horn  cattle  for  his  own  use. 

Mr.  Werner  married,  May  18,  1886,  Pauline  Heimlich,  a daughter 
of  Gottlieb  and  Christina  (Long)  Heimlich,  and  into  their  home  four 
children  have  been  born,  namely:  John;  William;  Ruth,  wife  of  Clar- 
ence Trech ; and  Martha.  Mr.  Werner  takes  no  special  interest  in 
political  affairs,  voting  without  regard  to  party  restrictions.  True 
to  the  religious  faith  in  which  he  was  reared,  he  is  a member  of  the 
church  to  which  his  parents  belonged. 

William  H.  Daugherty.  A man  of  undoubted  ability  and  wortn, 
the  late  William  H.  Daugherty  was  for  many  years  a resident  of  White 
County,  where  he  won  an  assured  position  as  an  agriculturist,  a business 
man,  and  as  a citizen,  his  industry,  upright  character,  and  neighborly 
dealing,  gaining  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  A native  of  Indiana,  he  was  born  February  19, 
1839,  in  Tippecanoe  County,  coming  from  Irish  ancestry  on  the  pater- 
nal side,  and  on  the  maternal  side  being  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His 
parents,  Barnabas  and  Lucy  (White)  Daugherty,  settled  in  Tippe- 
canoe County  in  the  early  ’30s,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Jasper 
County,  where  they  improved  a farm,  on  which  they  spent  their  re- 
maining days. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm  in  Jasper  County,  William  H. 
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Daugherty  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  having  while  young 
obtained  a practical  experience  in  the  art  of  tilling  the  soil,  he  became 
a farmer  from  choice,  and  during  his  younger  years  was  an  extensive 
dealer  in  live  stock.  Patriotic  and  public-spirited,  he  served  as  a soldier 
throughout  the  Civil  war,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  three  months 
of  its  progress,  not  having  responded  to  the  call  for  ninety-day  enlist- 
ments, Becoming  a member  of  Company  K,  Forty-Eighth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Mr.  Daugherty  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Indianapolis,  and  was  there  mustered  out  of  the  army  at  the  close  of 
the  conflict,  having  been  with  his  regiment  in  all  of  its  marches,  cam- 
paigns and  battles,  and  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington. 

Returning  home  after  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Daugherty  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Coming  from  Jasper  County  to  White  County  sev- 
eral years  later,  he  bought  land  lying  five  miles  north  of  Monticello, 
and  was  there  prosperously  engaged  in  general  farming,  including 
stock  raising,  for  a number  of  years.  When  ready  to  give  up  the  active 
care  of  his  large  farm,  he  moved  to  Monticello,  where  he  continued  his 
residence  until  the  close  of  his  earthly  life,  passing  away  July  29,  1908. 
Mr.  Daugherty  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  re- 
publican party,  but  never  cared  to  hold  public  office.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  much  interested  in  the 
good  of  the  organization. 

Mr.  Daugherty  married  on  October  31,  1869,  and  two  daughters  were 
born,  Ora  and  Myrta,  both  of  whom  are  living  at  home.  Religiously 
the  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Sim  Davisson.  Noteworthy  among  the  well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected residents  of  Monticello  is  Sim  Davisson,  who  is  officially  con- 
nected with  municipal  affairs  as  city  engineer,  and  in  that  capacity  is 
performing  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  unquestioned  ability 
and  fidelity.  A native  of  White  County,  he  was  born  August  31,  1862, 
on  the  parental  homestead  in  Big  Creek  Township. 

His  father,  the  late  Amaziah  Davisson,  was  born  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  Coming  to  Indiana  some  time  in  the 
’50s  in  search  of  a favorable  place  in  which  to  settle  permanently,  he 
was  pleased  with  the  agricultural  prospects  of  White  County,  and  in- 
vested in  a small  tract  of  land  in  Big  Creek  Township.  Meeting  with 
success  in  its  management,  he  bought  other  tracts  from  time  to  time, 
becoming  possessor  of  400  acres  of  choice  land,  from  which  he  improved 
one  of  the  most  attractive  farms  of  that  vicinity.  Retiring  from  active 
business  in  the  very  early  part  of  1892,  he  moved  to  Monticello,  where 
he  continued  his  residence  until  his  death,  May  22,  1901.  He  was  a 
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man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a republican  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Sarah  House,  a native  of  Preble  Coun- 
ty, Ohio.  She  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  daughter,  and 
is  the  mother  of  five  children  as  follows:  John;  Jennie,  wife  of  Thomas 
Dellinger ; Anderson ; Sim ; and  Charley. 

Throughout  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  Sim  Davisson  re- 
mained beneath  the  parental  roof,  gleaning  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  Farming,  however, 
had  no  charms  for  him,  and  in  1881  he  began  working  as  a civil  engineer 
with  the  county  surveyor.  Beginning  in  a minor  capacity  and  continu- 
ing the  work,  Mr.  Davisson  acquired  proficiency  in  the  profession,  and  in 
1891  established  himself  in  Monticello,  where  he  is  now  rendering  ex- 
cellent service  as  city  engineer. 

Mr.  Davisson  married,  May  2,  1894,  Elizabeth  Kendall,  a daughter 
of  Erasmus  N.  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Kendall,  and  to  them  four  children 
have  been  born,  of  whom  but  two,  Faye  and  May,  are  living.  Two 
younger  children,  both  named  Roy,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Davisson 
is  a most  estimable  woman,  and  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Davisson  is  a member  of  but  one  fraternal  order,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

John  H.  Moore.  A life  of  quiet  effectiveness,  marked  by  a record 
of  many  duties  well  done  and  many  responsibilities  faithfully  fulfilled, 
has  been  that  of  John  H.  Moore,  now  living  retired  at  Reynolds.  He 
is  one  of  the  men  who  have  developed  and  made  White  County  what  it 
is.  As  a farmer  and  landholder  his  record  will  compare  favorably  with 
that  of  any  successful  man  in  the  county,  and  his  life  in  every  relation 
has  been  such  as  to  be  admired  by  the  people  of  the  present  and  future 
generations. 

x John  H.  Moore  was  born  February  11,  1854,  in  Miami  Township 
of  Cass  County,  Indiana.  It  was  just  fifty  years  after  his  birth  that 
Mr.  Moore,  in  March,  1914,  retired  from  the  active  responsibilities 
of  business  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Reynolds,  Ilis  parents  were 
Sebastian  C.  and  Martha  A.  (Hoover)  Moore.  His  father  was  an  early 
Cass  County  settler,  a prominent  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  he  and 
his  wife  died  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  Cass  County.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren only  two  are  now  living,  the  brother  being  William  R.,  of  Cass 
County. 

John  H.  Moore  had  very  little  education  when  a boy,  partly  for 
the  reason  that  schools  were  conducted  only  for  limited  terms  and 
partly  on  account  of  the  requirement  of  his  services  at  home.  Wheu 
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twenty-two  he  started  out  for  himself  and  took  up  farming,  which  basic 
industry  he  has  made  his  vocation.  Mr.  Moore  came  to  White  County 
in  1879,  locating  on  113  acres  in  West  Point  Township.  While  he 
experienced  the  trials  incident  to  farming  at  that  time,  he  knew  his 
business  thoroughly  and  went  steadily  ahead  until  prosperity  awarded 
his  efforts.  He  cleared  and  improved  the  first  farm,  added  to  his  land 
holdings  from  time  to  time,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  the  possessor 
of  540  acres,  all  of  it  improved  and  under  cultivation.  This  land  is 
in  West  Point  Township.  Hard  work  and  thrift  have  been  the  chief 
factors  to  which  Mr.  Moore  owes  his  success,  and  he  now  finds  him- 
self in  independent  circumstances  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
principal  revenues  as  a farmer  came  from  general  crop  growing  and 
stock. 

While  generally  interested  in  public  affairs,  he  lias  never  sought 
office,  and  the  worth  of  such  a citizen  in  any  community  cannot  be  esti- 
mated by  any  official  honor.  He  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  484,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  New  Waverly.  On  May  13,  1879,  the  same  year  he  came 
to  White  County,  Mr.  Moore  married  Jessie  M.  Grace,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Harriet  (Swayze)  Grace.  Her  family  were  Ohio  people. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  the  following  children:  Pearl,  wife  of  John 

Plummer  ; Gertrude,  wife  of  0.  A.  Scipio;  Charles  S. ; Clifford  Delbert  ; 
Grace,  wife  of  Ora  Dillinger;  and  John  E.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

William  P.  Cooper.  Among  the  families  whose  prosperity  has 
been  founded  on  solid  basis  of  agricultural  industry  that  of  Cooper 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  White  County.  The  late  David  Cooper 
came  into  White  County  forty  years  ago,  and  his  life  was  one,  not  only 
of  unusual  material  accomplishment,  but  of  strict  consistency  with  the 
highest  ideals  of  living  and  character. 

William  P.  Cooper  was  born  near  Attica,  in  Fountain  County,  In- 
diana, November  8,  1857,  a son  of  David  and  Amanda  (Best)  Cooper. 
When  he  was  two  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Benton  County, 
Indiana,  and  from  there,  in  the  spring  of  1875,  located  in  West  Point 
Township  of  White  County.  David  Cooper  was  splendidly  success- 
ful as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  was  a republican  in  politics, 
but  never  accepted  any  official  honor.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
buried  at  Montmorency,  Indiana.  His  mother  was  a very  devout  Chris- 
tian and  one  of  the  active  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Of  their  eight  children  four  are  now  living. 

William  P.  Cooper  received  his  early  education  in  Benton  County, 
and  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  White  County. 
Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  gone  steadily  ahead  to  ever-increas- 
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ing  prosperity,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  about  seven  hundred  acres  in 
White  county.  He  raises  and  ships  a large  number  of  cattle  every  year, 
and  keeps  his  farm  in  a state  of  improvement  such  as  to  offer  a model 
and  incentive  to  this  farming  community. 

On  December  19,  1888,  Mr.  Cooper  married  Lottie  Barcus,  who  died 
June  23,  1905.  Her  two  sons  are  Harold  and  Paul.  Harold  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Monticello  High  School,  class  of  1916,  and  Paul,  the 
younger  son,  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  On  June  27,  1913,  Mr. 
Cooper  married  Ethel  Sharp  of  Rensselaer.  Mr.  Cooper  is  a member 
of  the  Chalmers  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  Church.  Many  people  of  White  County  remember  him  best 
for  his  creditable  service  as  county  treasurer  of  White  County,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket  in  November,  1908,  serv- 
ing two  terms.  In  1910  Mr.  Cooper  located  in  Monticello,  but  in  April, 
1915  removed  to  Reynolds,  Indiana,  his  residence  at  the  present  time. 

William  Vaus  Spencer.  Many  of  the  old  and  substantial  families 
of  White  County  either  bear  the  name  of  or  are  directly  related  to 
the  Spencers.  There  were  a number  of  the  family  who  came  here  in 
the  early  days,  and  since  then  they  have  inter-married  extensively,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  name  occurs  more  frequently  in  the  chronicles  of 
family  relationship  in  this  publication  than  that  of  Spencer.  With  few 
exceptions  the  members  of  the  family  have  been  farming  people,  and 
have  been  equally  well  noted  for  their  upright  lives,  and  their  influence 
directed  steadily  toward  the  upholding  of  church,  morality,  schools  and 
all  other  things  for  the  good  of  the  community.  This  branch  of  the 
Spencer  family  originally  lived  in  Hampshire  County,  now  Mineral 
County,  West  Virginia,  but  then  known  only  as  West  Virginia.  Arthur 
and  Sarah  Spencer  lived  there,  and  among  their  children  was  Andrew 
who  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  now  Mineral  County,  and 
died  in  Princeton  Township  of  White  County,  April  9,  1887, 

at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  He  was  buried  in  the  Dobbins  Ceme- 
tery. In  the  fall  of  1846,  Andrew  Spencer  brought  his  family  out  to 
Indiana  and  located  for  several  years  in  Jasper  County,  but  in  1851 
permanently  settled  in  Princeton  Township.  He  was  a farmer  all 
his  life,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  a small  place  of  forty  acres. 
In  early  life  he  voted  with  the  whig  party  and  later  with  the  republi- 
cans, and  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Andrew  Spencer 
married  Elizabeth  A.  Dobbins,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Dobbins  of  Vir- 
ginia. They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  and  six  of  these 
came  to  White  Countj^  with  their  father.  The  only  four  now  living 
in  White  County  are : Samuel  T. ; William  V. ; Sarah  A.,  who  is  the 
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widow  of  James  Rogers  and  living  in  Wolcott  ; and  James  G.,  who  lives 
near  Lee  in  Monon  Township,  and  first  married  Elizabeth  Folks  and 
second  Mrs.  Eva  Williams. 

The  oldest  living  member  of  the  family  is  Samuel  T.  Spencer,  who 
was  born  in  what  is  now  Mineral  County,  West  Virginia,  June  2, 
1837,  and  was  still  a lad  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Indiana, 
He  grow  up  on  a farm,  and  one  of  the  early  incidents  which  he  recalls 
is  when  he  went  with  his  father,  Andrew,  to  Lafayette  to  buy  groceries 
for  the  first  store  established  at  Bradford,  now  Monon,  by  Louis  Cham- 
berlain. It  was  a matter  of  three  days  to  make  the  trip  to  and  from 
Lafayette  with  the  stock  of  goods  and  these  were  the  first  groceries 
taken  into  the  new  village  and  sold  there.  At  that  time  the  railroad 
was  just  being  built  through  White  County.  When  a young  man  of 
twenty-five,  on  August  30,  1862,  Samuel  Spencer  enlisted  in  Company 
G of  the  Sixty-Third  Indiana  Infant^  at  Wolcott.  He  was  mustered 
in  at  Indianapolis,  and  saw  active  service  until  his  honorable  discharge 
at  Albany,  New  York,  May  29,  1865.  He  was  with  Sherman’s  army 
from  Lookout  Mountain  until  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  and  then  went  back 
into  Tennessee  with  “Pap”  Thomas  from  Columbia  to  Nashville.  Later 
he  was  in  the  operations  toward  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  but  was 
taken  ill  at  Kingston  in  that  state,  and  sent  for  recovery  to  New  York. 
On  December  21,  1865,  a few  months  after  his  return  from  the  army, 
he  married  Nancy  J.  Bunnell,  a daughter  of  John  B.  and  Sarah  Bun- 
nell, of  Princeton  Township,  and  a family  well  known  and  mentioned 
elsewhere.  The  eight  children  born  to  their  marriage  were:  Flora, 
deceased;  Reed;  Edgar;  Evert,  deceased;  Orpha,  deceased;  Leta  A.; 
Sarah  A.,  deceased;  and  Pearl  J.  Of  these  children  Reed  married 
Flora  'Goodrich,  and  their  three  children  are  Ada,  Russell  and  Gwen- 
dolyn; Reed  is  a druggist  in  Wolcott.  Edgar,  also  a druggist  at  Wol- 
cott, married  Lillie  Brown,  and  their  two  children  are  Raymond  and 
Maurice,  the  latter  deceased.  Leta  A.  married  S.  C.  Uhl,  who  is  else- 
where mentioned.  Pearl  J.  married  John  J.  Sell  and  lives  in  Brook, 
Indiana. 

Samuel  Spencer  has  been  a farmer  all  his  active  career,  is  a republi- 
can in  politics,  and  in  1886  made  the  race  for  election  as  county  com- 
missioner, being  defeated  by  only  ten  votes.  lie  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church  and  both  support  that  society  liberally. 
Samuel  Spencer  has  made  all  his  prosperity  by  himself  and  now  owns 
350  acres  of  land  and  some  town  property. 

William  V.  Spencer,  a younger  son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  A. 
Spencer,  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  in  this  part  of* Indiana  and 
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has  made  his  career  profitable  to  himself  and  of  service  to  his  com- 
munity. 

He  was  born  January  31,  1847,  while  his  parents  were  living  in 
Hanging  Grove  Township  of  Jackson  County.  Three  years  later  the 
family  returned  to  White  County,  but  when  he  was  still  a child  they 
spent  another  two  years  in  Jasper  County  and  then  settled  permanently 
in  White,  where  William  has  since  lived  continuously.  As  a boy  he 
attended  such  schools  as  were  maintained  in  the  country  districts  of 
White  County  fifty  and  sixty  years  ago,  and  was  so  strongly  influenced 
by  his  early  environment  that  he  has  never  been  content  to  follow  any 
other  business  than  that  of  agriculture. 

November  18,  1869,  Mr.  Spencer  married  Miss  Hannah  R.  Dyer, 
who  was  born  in  White  County,  April  23,  1851,  the  fifth  in  a family 
of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  Mortimore  and 
Lury  (Barnes)  Dyer.  Four  of  these  children  are  yet  living:  Mrs. 
Spencer;  Mary,  the  widow  of  John  Lyons  and  a resident  of  Wolcott 
Indiana;  Samuel,  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Wolcott  and 
married  to  Martha  Groomes;  and  Lury,  wife  of  Anson  Hoppe,  also 
of  Wolcott.  Mr.  Dyer,  the  father,  was  a native  of  Virginia  and  a suc- 
cessful agriculturist  and  stock  raiser.  He  came  to  White  County  in 
1848,  locating  in  Princeton  Township,  and  became  the  owner  of  440 
acres  of  land,  all  lying  within  the  borders  of  this  county.  In  his  politi- 
cal affiliations  he  was  first  a whig  and  then  a republican,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  although  later 
in  life  she  united  with  the  Baptists.  Mrs.  Dyer  was  also  a native  Vir- 
ginian, and  both  she  and  her  husband  received  their  educational  train- 
ing in  the  primitive  schools  of  the  early  days  and  both  now  lie  buried 
in  Dyer  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Spencer  is  a granddaughter  of  a soldier  of 
the  War  of  1812.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in  White  County, 
and  in  their  young  lives  both  she  and  her  husband  attended  the  sub- 
scription schools,  furnished  and  equipped  with  the  old-fashioned  bench 
seats  and  long  writing  desks  of  a board,  and  where  they  wrote  with 
the  old-time  goose-quill  pen.  They  began  their  married  life  without 
capital,  but  with  an  abundance  of  industry,  and  this  has  enabled  them 
to  advance  far  on  the  toad  to  prosperity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  have 
reared  a family  of  children  who  do  them  credit  and  most  of  whom  are 
now  occupying  positions  of  honor  and  usefulness.  Their  children  were 
ten  in  number  as  follows:  Delia,  wife  of  Homer  James,  who  is  men- 

tioned elsewhere;  Pleassie,  -who  died  after  her  marriage  to  Charles 
Grow ; Mortimore,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen ; Claude,  who  lives 
in  Jasper  County,  married  Mabel  Cook  and  has  four  children : Okie, 
Kenneth,  Gerald  and  Harold;  Tabor,  who  lives  in  Princeton  Town- 
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ship,  married  Lelia  Pettit  and  they  have  three  children : Virgil,  Floyd, 
and  Loues;  Verlie,  who  is  living  at  Swayzee,  Indiana;  Lida,  whose 
home  is  in  Cincinnati,  where  she  is  a stenographer ; Lloyd  C.,  at  home ; 
and  Essie  Carmine  and  Inza  Gail,  both  of  whom  are  successful  teach- 
ers in  Howard  County,  Indiana.  They  are  graduates  of  the  Wolcott 
High  School,  were  also  students  at  the  LTniversity  of  Valparaiso,  and 
have  been  in  the  teachers’  profession  for  ten  or  eleven  years. 

For  thirty-eight  years  Mr.  Spencer  and  family  have  lived  on  his 
fine  farm  of  105  acres  three  miles  north  of  Wolcott.  Every  one  of 
these  years  he  has  superintended  the  planting  and  harvesting  of  crops, 
and  the  aggregate  of  his  productive  labor  has  spelled  success,  so  that 
now  that  his  children  are  self-supporting,  he  and  his  wife  can  look  into 
the  future  without  dread,  and  their  retrospect  of  accomplishment  is 
equally  pleasing.  Office  holding  has  had  no  attraction  for  Mr.  Spencer, 
and  he  has  been  content  to  vote  either  as  a republican  or  progressive. 
Ilis  wTife  is  an  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Frank  S.  Chenoweth.  In  Princeton  Township,  five  miles  south- 
east of  Wolcott,  and  on  Rural  Route  No.  11,  out  of  Reynolds,  one  of 
the  homes  which  suggest  comfort  and  enterprise  and  the  best  standards 
of  Indiana  agriculture,  is  that  occupied  by  Frank  S.  Chenoweth.  Mr. 
Chenoweth  has  had  a somewhat  varied  and  active  career,  was  in  busi- 
ness as  a meat  dealer  for  a number  of  years,  has  a reputation  over 
White  County  and  elsewhere  as  a capable  auctioneer,  but  for  prac- 
tically twenty  years  has  devoted  his  best  energies  to  the  development 
of  land,  and  while  providing  for  his  family  has  also  accumulated  the 
honors  of  good  citizenship  and  the  kindly  and  helpful  relations  with 
the  community. 

Fully  three  generations  of  the  Chenoweth  family  have  been  identi- 
fied with  White  County.  They  came  when  the  country  was  new  and 
shared  in  the  discomforts  of  pioneer  existence  and  did  something  to 
extend  the  area  of  cultivation  and  provisions  for  homes  and  institutions 
in  this  region.  In  America  the  Chenoweths  have  lived  since  the  years 
preceding  the  American  Revolution.  Two  brothers  of  the  name  came 
to  this  country  from  England,  and  from  one  of  these  was  descended 
Thomas  Chenoweth,  grandfather  of  Frank  S.  Chenoweth.  Thomas 
Chenoweth  was  born  January  29,  1787,  only  a few  years  after  the  close 
of  the  revolution  and  a.  short  time  before  the  United  States  had  for- 
mally been  gathered  together  in  one  stable  federal  government  under 
the  constitution.  He  was  a.  son  of  Richard  and  Martha  Chenoweth. 
On  April  13,  1813,  Thomas  Chenoweth  married  Asenath  Mounts,  who 
was  born  January  9,  1797.  Of  their  children  the  only  one  to  grow  up 
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was  Ira,  three  of  whose  descendants  now  live  in  Indiana  in  the  battle- 
ground community.  For  his  second  wife  Thomas  Chenoweth  married, 
March  25,  1819,  Sarah  Steenbergen,  who  was  born  March  25,  1801. 
The  two  children  of  this  union  were:  Peter  H.  S.  B.  and  Charles.  The 
latter  has  descendants  now  found  in  Tippecanoe  County.  Prior  to  the 
year  1848  Thomas  Chenoweth  and  his  three  sons,  Ira,  Charles  and 
Peter  moved  out  from  Miami  County,  Ohio,  to  Big  Creek  Township  in 
White  County,  settling  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  George  Wol- 
verton  farm.  Thomas  Chenoweth,  though  at  that  time  past  middle 
life,  was  well  fitted  for  the  duties  of  leadership  into  a new  country. 
He  was  a big  man  physically,  and  had  the  strong  elements  of  charac- 
ter which  well  fit  in  with  the  pioneer  type  and  with  the  best  ideals 
of  Christian  citizenship.  In  the  early  days  he  was  known  as  a,  whig 
and  later  became  a republican  voter,  but  it  is  not  known  that  he  ever 
held  office  and  probably  never  cared  for  such  distinction.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Peter  H.  S.  B.  Chenoweth,  one  of  his  sons,  was  born  September 
26,  1822,  and  died  December  15,  1860,  in  the  prime  of  his  useful  man- 
hood. He  was  buried  in  Big  Creek  Township  in  the  old  Carr  Cemetery 
just  south  of  Chalmers,  where  the  remains  of  his  wife  also  repose.  He 
was  married  July  13,  1848,  the  year  he  came  to  White  County,  to  Mag- 
dalene Schuetz,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  July  4,  1827, 
of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  and  German  descent.  Her  parents  were  Anthony 
and  Esther  Schuetz.  Anthony  Schuetz  deserves  remembrance  for  the 
fact  that  he  constructed  the  old  Schuetz  Mill,  now  known  as  Oakdale, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  mill  ever  built  on  the  Tippecanoe 
River.  Peter  Chenoweth  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Dr.  William  S.,  now  deceased;  Gilbert  A.,  who  lives  in  Colorado; 
and  Frank  S.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  January  16,  1908. 

Frank  Schuetz  Chenoweth  was  born  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
old  George  Wolverton  place  in  Big  Creek  Township,  August  21,  1860. 
The  advantages  and  circumstances  of  liis  youth  were  similar  to  those 
of  other  farmer  boys  in  White  County  during  the  ’60s  and  ’70s,  and  his 
education  came  almost  entirely  from  country  schools.  He  has  no  con- 
scious remembrance  of  his  father,  who  died  a few  months  after  the 
birth  of  this  son.  His  father  was  a whig  and  republican,  a Methodist, 
and  followed  the  vocations  of  farming  and  mason  work.  On  September 
26,  1888,  Frank  S.  Chenoweth  married  Lizzie  Hemmer,  who  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  July  1,  1865,  the  third  of  the  nine  children, 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  Peter  and  Mary  Magdalene  (Miller) 
Hemmer.  Six  of  these  children  are  yet  living,  namely:  Theresa,  the 

wife  of  Thomas  Doudicon,  an  engineer  at  Danville,  Illinois,  and  they 
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have  three  children : Katie,  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Lewis,  a merchant  at 
Peru,  Indiana,  and  they  have  six  children;  Mrs,  Chenoweth  was  the 
next  born;  Peter,  Jr.,  a resident  of  Effingham,  Illinois,  and  superin- 
tendent of  a canning  factory,  married  Lena  Ruppert  and  has  three 
children;  Mamie,  wife  of  Jacob  Vogel,  a farmer  in  White  County, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  children;  and  John,  a resident  of 
Fountain,  Michigan,  married  Miss  Marie  Seymour  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Hemmer,  the  father,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  Janu- 
ary 6,  1832,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 
at  that  time  a poor  but  industrious  lad.  In  1874  he  came  with  his 
family  to  White  County,  and  this  county  continued  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  1st  of  August,  1898.  He  was  a democrat 
politically,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Both  now  lie  buried  in  St.  Joseph’s  Cemetery  at  Reynolds, 
Indiana.  Mrs.  Hemmer  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  March  2, 
1835,  was  reared  to  young  womanhood  in  her  native  land,  and  then 
came  to  the  United  States.  The  vessel  on  which  she  took  passage  was 
wrecked,  and  the  voyage  consumed  three  months.  Mrs.  Chenoweth 
was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  of  her  church.  She  and  her 
husband  began  their  married  life  poor  in  pocket  but  rich  in  industry 
and  perseverance,  and  together  they  have  won  for  themselves  a promi- 
nent place  in  the  life  of  their  community.  Four  children  were  born 
into  their  home,  Robert  E.,  who  lives  with  his  father  and  mother; 
Helen  M.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Van  Voorst  of  West  Point  Township, 
and  the  mother  of  one  child  named  Frank  William  ; Paul  G.,  who  also 
lives  at  home ; and  Loretta  L.,  deceased. 

About  1887,  the  year  before  his  marriage  Mr.  Chenoweth  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  at  Chalmers,  and  spent  three  years  as  a mer- 
chant in  that  village.  While  there  he  also  bought  grain  for  the  Wil- 
liam Scott  & Company  of  Indianapolis.  Llis  next  enterprise  was  oper- 
ating a butcher  shop  for  three  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  out  and  engaged  in  a similar  business  at  Wolcott,  where  he  re- 
mained about  a year  and  a half.  It  is  recalled  that  he  built  the  first 
structure  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street  in  Wolcott,  now  known  as 
the  Jackson  Meat  Market.  His  original  enterprise  there  was,  burned 
out,  but  he  rebuilt  and  finally  sold  and  came  into  Princeton  Township 
in  1895,  locating  in  sections  34  and  35,  range  5 west,  where  he  has  since 
applied  himself  industriously  to  farm  enterprise.  When  his  shop  was 
burned  in  Wolcott  it  practically  spelled  bankruptcy  for  him,  at  least 
cleaning  out  all  of  his  visible  resources,  and  had  to  begin  all  over  again, 
putting  his  foot  on  the  first  round  of  the  ladder  towards  prosperity. 
He  has  since  regained  more  than  he  lost  and  is  now  the  owner  of  140 
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acres  of  land  in  Princeton  Township.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has 
paid  much  attention  to  his  work  as  an  auctioneer,  and  his  services  are 
in  great  demand  by  all  people  holding  sales.  It  is  said  that  he  has 
probably  sold  more  real  estate  at  auction  than  any  other  man  in  White 
County.  As  a farmer  he  has  taken  special  pride  in  developing  his 
land  from  a crude  and  unprofitable  condition  until  it  now  stands  as 
one  of  the  representative  farmsteads  of  White  County.  An  important 
part  of  the  improvement  has  been  the  laying  of  many  rods  of  tile,  so 
that  the  land  is  practically  now  all  drained  and  susceptible  of  intensive 
cultivation  every  season.  He  may  take  the  more  credit  for  the  fact 
that  he  has  performed  most  of  the  labors  himself.  His  individual 
experience  in  this  work  made  his  services  all  the  more  valuable  when 
he  held  the  office  of  drainage  commissioner  two  years. 

Though  never  a seeker  for  office,  Mr.  Chenoweth  has  been  quite 
active  in  republican  politics.  He  belongs  to  no  secret  fraternities,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church  at  Rey- 
nolds, and  give  liberally  to  its  support.  Besides  the  raising  of  crops 
he  pays  much  attention  to  blooded  Duroc  Jersey  *hogs  and  in  every  sense 
of  the  word  is  a progressive  farmer  and  a live  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen. 

George  D.  Dve.  Prominent  among  the  native-born  citizens  of 
White  County  that  have  been  active  and  influential  in  advancing  its 
material  prosperity,  whether  relating  to  its  mercantile,  industrial  or 
agricultural  welfare  is  George  D.  Dye,  of  Wolcott,  one  of  the  leading 
lumber  merchants  of  this  part  of  Indiana.  He  was  born,  July  3,  1870, 
in  Princeton  Township,  a son  of  James  W.  and  Nancy  T.  Dye. 

Having  laid  a substantial  foundation  for  his  future  education  in  the 
public  schools,  George  D.  Dye  completed  a business  course  of  study  in 
Danville,  Indiana.  Ready  to  begin  life  for  himself,  he  went  to  Ben- 
ton County,  Indiana,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
for  eight  years,  having  had  a large  yard  at  Boswell.  Returning  then 
to  White  County,  Mr.  Dye  became  interested  in  the  same  line  of  in- 
dustry at  Wolcott,  since  that  time  having  served  as  secretary  of  the 
Coburn-Dye  Company,  which  is  carrying  on  an  extensive  lumber  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Dye  possesses  excellent  financial  ability,  and  has  wisely  in- 
vested a part  of  his  money  in  farming  property,  in  1913  having  pur- 
chased 120  acres  of  the  old  Dye  homestead. 

Mr.  Dye  married,  September  12,  1894,  Mintie  Irion,  a daughter  of 
Robert  F.  and  Lavina  (Carr)  Irion,  and  to  them  five  children  have 
been  born,  namely:  Robert,  Letha,  Russell,  Helen,  and  Janet  June. 
Robert  M.  received  his  diploma  from  the  public  schools,  graduated  from 
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the  Wolcott  High  School,  class  of  1913,  and  is  now  in  the  junior  year 
at  Purdue  University,  in  the  electrical  engineering  department.  Letha 
L.  also  received  her  diploma  from  the  public  schools,  and  is  now  a senior 
in  the  Wolcott  High  School.  G.  Russell  finished  the  public  schools  and 
is  in  the  second  year  of  the  Wolcott  High  School.  Helen  E.  is  in  the 
sixth  grade  of  the  public  schools.  Janet  June  is  the  baby  of  the  home. 
In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Dye  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  democratic  party,  and  at  the  present  writing,  in  1915, 
is  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  local  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Wolcott  Lodge  No.  180,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order 
of  Masons ; and  of  Monticello  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Religiously 
he  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Baptist  Church  at  Wolcott,  Indiana. 

Robert  F.  Irion.  Endowed  by  "nature  with  a keen,  practical  busi- 
ness ability,  the  late  Robert  F.  Irion,  of  Wolcott,  was  for  many  years 
the  owner  of  a large  and  well-appointed  farm  in  West  Point  Township, 
and  in  its  successful  management  contributed  largely  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  the  agricultural  interests  of  White  County.  A native  of 
Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  January  3,  1847,  coming  on  both 
sides  of  French  extraction.  His  parents,  Anderson  and  Sophia  (Dragoo) 
Irion,  migrated  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  in  1853,  locating  in  West  Point 
Township,  where  they  took  up  700  acres  of  wild  land,  and  on  the  farm 
which  they  redeemed  from  the  wilderness  spent  their  remaining  years. 

A lad  of  six  years  when  brought  to  White  County,  Robert  F.  Irion 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  on  the  parental  homestead 
was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy.  Choosing  farming  as 
his  life  occupation,  he  started  for  himself  in  a small  way  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  and  having  met  with  well-merited  success  in  his 
undertakings,  he  bought  land  as  opportunity  offered,  in  due  course  of 
time  becoming  proprietor  of  a finely -improved  farm  of  320  acres,  located 
in  West  Point  Township.  There  Mr.  Irion  devoted  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  displaying  excellent  judgment 
in  his  operations.  In  1906,  having  accumulated  considerable  wealth, 
he  moved  to  Wolcott,  where  he  lived  retired  from  active  pursuits  until 
his  death,  June  30,  1914.  Mr.  Irion  was  a man  of  recognized  worth  as  a 
citizen,  and  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was  a strong  republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  took  a genuine  interest  in  public  affairs,  but  never  sought 
office.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  as  vice  president  of  the 
local  state  bank. 

Mr.  Irion  married,  October  2,  1870,  Miss  Lavina  M.  Carr,  daugh- 
ter of  John  H.  and  Martha  (Gray)  Carr,  who  came  from  Fayette 
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County,  Ohio,  to  White  County,  Indiana,  locating  at  West  Point  Town- 
ship in  August,  1853,  where  both  lived  during  their  remaining  years, 
Mrs.  Carr  dying  in  1864,  and  Mr.  Carr  in  1866.  Three  children  were 
born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irion,  namely : Minnie  Glenn,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Bertie;  and  Mintie,  wife  of  George  D.  Dye,  of  whom 
a brief  sketch  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Albert  Plummer.  Princetown  Township  is  located  in  the  midst  of 
a rich  agricultural  region,  and  among  the  enterprising  and  self-reliant 
men  who  ably  conduct  its  farming  interests  is  Albert  Plummer,  of  whom 
we  write.  A son  of  John  Plummer,  Jr.,  he  was  born  January  3,  1847,  in 
Cass  County,  Indiana,  of  Welsh  and  German  ancestry. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Plummer,  Sr.,  came  to  Indiana 
in  pioneer  days,  when  a large  part  of  this  section  of  the  country  was 
still  the  happy  hunting  ground  of  the  Indians,  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the 
forest  roamed  at  will  through  the  land.  He  came  from  Maryland  to 
Fayette  County,  and  in  the  ’30s  located  in  Cass  County.  He  secured 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  Fayette  County,  and  began  the  improvement 
of  a homestead,  on  which  he  and  his  faithful  helpmeet  spent  their 
remaining  days. 

John  Plummer,  Jr.,  was  born  on  the  parental  homestead,  in  Fayette 
County,  near  Connersville,  in  1826,  and  was  there  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  wedded  in  Cass  County  in  1846,  and  coming 
with  his  family  to  White  County  in  1852,  he  located  in  West  Point 
Township,  where,  on  Sections  8 and  9,  he  obtained  possession  of  200 
acres  of  land,  taking  up  120  acres  of  it  from  the  government.  Laboring 
with  untiring  energy,  he  cleared  and  improved  a productive  farm,  and 
was  there  a resident  until  his  death  in  1889.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  West  Point  Cemetery,  beside  that  of  his  wife,  who  passed  to  the 
life  beyond  in  1883.  He  was  a man  of  ability  and  integrity,  interested 
in  local  affairs,  and  served  several  terms  as  township  trustee,  being 
elected  on  the  republican  ticket.  He  built,  on  Section  6,  one  of  the  old 
frame  schoolhouses  in  1864,  and  his  son  Albert  erected  a new  one  there 
about  1899. 

John  Plummer,  Jr.  married,  in  1846,  in  Indiana,  Mary  Rader, 
who  was  born  in  1830,  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  six  miles  south  of 
Knoxville,  and  of  the  six  children  born  of  their  union  four  are  living,  as 
follows : Albert ; Stephen  A. ; Noble  A. ; and  Nancy  Jane,  wife  of  J.  J. 
Morehouse.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  Methodists  in  religion,  and  reared 
their  family  in  the  same  faith. 

Having  acquired  a practical  common  school  education  in  the  rural 
schools,  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture  under  his  father’s 
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instruction,  Albert  Plummer  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  on 
attaining  his  majority.  Settling  in  Princeton  Township,  he  subsequently 
invested  his  hard-earned  money  in  land,  buying  100  acres  on  Section  30, 
and  has  since  improved  the  fine  farm  that  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
With  characteristic  perseverance  and  diligent  labor,  he  has  carried  on 
mixed  husbandry  with  unquestioned  success,  his  estate  ranking  among 
the  best  in  the  vicinity.  A republican  in  his  political  views,  he  has 
served  for  five  years  as  township  trustee  in  West  Point  Township. 

Mr.  Plummer  married,  February  20,  1870,  Malinda  Cotton,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  R.  and  Susanna  (Rice)  Cotton,  who  came  from  Monon- 
galia County,  Virginia,  to  Woodford  County,  Illinois,  and  came  to 
White  County  about  1868.  Mrs.  Plummer,  who  was  a woman  of  fine 
qualities,  generous  and  hospitable,  and  an  active  church  worker,  died 
January  24,  1911,  and  was  buried  in  the  rural  cemetery  at  West  Point 
Township.  Both  she  and  Mr.  Plummer  united  with  the  Methodists  many 
years  ago,  and  held  high  rank  among  the  valued  members  of  the  organi- 
zation. Three  children  were  bom  of  their  union,  namely:  Leota,  born 
December  29,  1871 ; Everett  R.,  born  April  29,  1874,  died  May  15,  1897 ; 
and  Letta,  twin  sister  of  Everett  R. 

Noble  A.  Plummer.  A prominent  and  prosperous  agriculturist  and 
stock  raiser  of  White  County,  Noble  A.  Plummer  owns  and  occupies  a 
well-appointed  and  well-managed  farm  in  West  Point  Township,  where 
he  is  numbered  among  the  active  business  men  who  contribute  largely  to- 
ward the  development  and  advancement  of  its  industrial  interests.  A 
native  of  this  township,  he  was  born  on  the  old  Van  Voorst  homestead, 
June  16,  1852,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Plummer,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion is  made  on  another  page  of  this  volume,  in  connection  with  the  sketch 
of  Albert  Plummer. 

Attending  the  West  Point  School  and  the  Center  School,  Noble  A. 
Plummer  obtained  a substantial  common  school  education  in  his  native 
township,  and  on  the  home  farm  acquired  valuable  experience  in  the 
art  of  agriculture.  Farming  in  those  days  was  not  the  easy  and  pleas- 
ant pastime  it  now  is,  comparatively  speaking,  modern  machinery  pro- 
pelled by  horse  or  steam  power  having  replaced  the  old-time  plows, 
rakes,  hoes  and  flails.  When  ready  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  on  his 
own  account,  Mr.  Plummer  bought  a colt  to  match  one  which  his  father 
gave  him,  and  started  in  as  an  independent  farmer  on  the  parental  home- 
stead. With  characteristic  energy  and  hopefulness  he  continued  at  his 
chosen  work,  and  by  untiring  diligence,  thrift  and  wise  management 
has  met  with  unquestioned  success  in  his  labors,  in  addition  to  general 
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farming  and  the  raising  of  graded  stock  having  for  twelve  seasons  oper- 
ated a threshing  machine.  The  greater  part  of  his  farm  of  200  acres, 
lying  in  Section  8,  is  under  cultivation,  and  in  1914  he  added  to  the 
improvements  he  had  previously  made  by  erecting  a new  and  conven- 
iently-arranged dwelling  house,  where  the  latchstring  is  ever  out.  His 
estate,  known  as  the  old  Plummer  Homestead,  is  advantageously  located 
two  miles  east  of  Wolcott,  and  3^  miles  south. 

Mr.  Plummer  married,  May  21,  1889,  Miss  Emma  J.  Jones,  a daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  and  Minerva  (Brown)  Jones,  and  of  their  union  three 
children  have  been  born,  namely : Ray,  Effie  and  Glenn.  Politically  Mr. 
Plummer  is  a decided  republican,  but  has  never  held  any  public  office 
excepting  that  of  supervisor,  his  time  and  attention  having  been  devoted 
principally  to  the  management  of  his  own  affairs. 

John  A.  Rothrock.  One  of  the  strong  and  able  men  of  the  past  in 
White  County  was  the  late  John  A.  Rothrock,  who  for  a number  of 
years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  December  28,  1894,  was  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  White  County  Democrat.  He  was  still  young  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  yet  in  a brief  span  of  years  had  accomplished  a 
work  for  which  he  deserves  a permanent  memorial  in  these  pages. 

A native  of  White  County,  John  Albert  Rothrock  was  born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1853,  in  Union  Township,  a son  of  Zachariah  and  Cathrine  (Opp) 
Rothrock.  His  education  was  supplied  by  the  common  schools,  but  such 
good  use  did  he  make  of  his  opportunities  that  when  only  fifteen  years 
of  age  he  was  qualified  and  was  given  a school  to  teach.  For  many  years  he 
followed  farming  and  teaching  in  the  convenient  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
rose  to  a high  rank  in  local  educational  circles.  In  1884  Mr.  Roth- 
rock was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools,  and  held  that  office  for 
four  consecutive  terms  until  1892.  From  1885  to  1894  he  was  also 
owner  and  editor  of  the  White  County  Democrat.  The  politics  of  that 
paper  reflected  his  own  political  convictions,  and  he  welded  more  than 
an  ordinary  individual  influence  in  the  political  life  of  the  county. 

As  the  name  would  indicate  the  Rothrocks  are  of  German  descent, 
but  the  family  was  settled  in  this  country  during  the  colonial  era  and 
belonged  to  that  splendid  body  of  simple  and  courageous  Christians  who 
have  impressed  their  influence  on  American  history  as  Moravians.  The 
original  home  of  Mr.  Rothrock ’s  ancestors  was  in  the  historic  city  of 
Worms  on  the  Rhine  River.  His  original  ancestor  left  Germany  in 
1753  on  the  ship  Pink  Mary,  and  settling  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  helped 
to  establish  the  first  Moravian  Church  on  American  soil.  Afterwards 
the  Rothrocks  settled  in  Mifflin  in  Juniata  and  Lancaster  counties  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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The  first  wife  of  the  late  John  A.  Rothrock  was  Jennie  Catherine 
Cullen,  and  they  were  married  at  Monticello  in  September,  1874.  Her 
parents  were  Allen  and  Alvira  (Conkling)  Cullen.  At  her  death  on 
February  11,  1877,  Mrs.  Rothrock  left  two  children:  Orville  Allen 

Rothrock,  born  August  27,  1875 ; and  Jennie  Catherine,  born  February 
11,  1877,  who  died  in  December,  1901.  In  1878  Mr.  Rothrock  married 
Prudence  Bennett.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children:  Raymond 

II.,  Mrs.  Edna  Curtis,  Mrs.  Blanche  Kavanaugh,  Mrs.  Lola  Rush,  Rex 
and  Zachariah  Rothrock,  all  of  whom  now  reside  in  Indianapolis. 

Orville  A.  Rothrock.  The  distinction  of  having  the  best  organized 
and  most  efficient  police  force  of  any  railroad,  municipality  or  corpora- 
tion rests  with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railway,  and  the  credit  for  the 
organization  and  development  of  this  splendidly  trained  body  of  men 
must  be  given  to  Orville  A.  Rothrock,  its  chief,  who  in  addition  to 
holding  this  responsible  position  is  the  owner  of  the  Tippecanoe  Pony 
Farm,  located  1*4  miles  from  Monticello. 

Mr.  Rothrock  was  born  August  27,  1875,  at  Monticello,  White  County, 
Indiana,  and  received  his  education  here  in  the  local  schools.  His 
father,  a member  of  an  old  family  here,  died  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  young  Orville,  filled  with  the  spirit  of  adventure, 
ran  away  from  home  and  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-third  United  States 
Infantry,  serving  with  Company  F until  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  1898.  In  that  same  year  he  returned  to  his  home  and  entered 
the  sheriff’s  office  as  a deputy  under  Sheriff  John  W.  Warner,  but  in 
the  following  year  resigned  his  position  to  go  to  work  for  the  then  newly- 
organized  police  force  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  was  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  and  worked  at  Logansport  and  Indianapolis 
until  1901,  when  he  resigned  at  the  latter  place  and  returned  home  to 
be  elected  city  marshal  of  Monticello,  a capacity  in  which  he  served  ca- 
pably for  six  years.  In  December,  1907,  he  resigned  to  organize  the  police 
department  of  all  the  properties  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railway  Company,  having  been  made  chief  of  police  of  all 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railway  holdings,  which  include  not  alone  the 
railroad  proper,  but  numerous  coal  mines,  trolley  lines,  boat  lines,  hotels, 
etc.  From  thirty-eight  men,  who  represented  it  when  he  began  the  work 
of  organization,  Mr.  Rothrock  has  built  the  force  up  to  a personnel  of 
152  men,  and,  as  before  noted,  it  is  the  finest  institution  of  its  kind  in 
the  country.  His  headquarters  are  located  at  Albany,  New  York,  but 
Chief  Rothrock,  believing  Indiana  to  be  the  best  state  in  the  finest 
country  in  the  world,  with  the  most  modern  schools  and  up-to-date 
roads,  makes  his  home  at  Monticello,  and  declares  that  he  always  will. 
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ITis  home  here  is  on  a lot  the  abstract  for  which  was  given  by  the  United 
States  Government  to  his  great-grandfather,  bnt  he  also  has  the  Tippe- 
canoe Pony  Farm,  iy±  miles  northeast  of  the  city,  where  he  handles  a 
fine  breed  of  Hackney  ponies,  a line  in  which  he  has  met  with  much 
more  than  ordinary  success.  At  the  head  of  his  stable  is  the  famous  stal- 
lion Irvington  Artful,  which  was  imported  from  England  by  P.  A. 
B.  Wagner  and  has  won  numerous  prizes  throughout  the  East.  Mr. 
Rothrock ’s  hobby  may  be  said  to  be  the  subject  of  Juvenile  delinquency, 
the  cause,  prevention  and  cure  of  the  same,  and  in  this  direction  he 
is  in  urgent  demand  to  read  papers  before  charitable  and  philanthropic 
bodies  and  those  who  have  made  a study  of  criminology.  On  several 
occasions  he  has  been  called  to  New  York  and  Boston  in  this  connection. 
He  is  a stalwart  democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  in  fraternal  circles 
is  well  and  favorably  known,  being  a member  of  Guttenburg  Lodge 
No.  727,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Albany,  New  York;  Albany  Chapter  No.  5, 
R.  A.  M. ; DeWitt  Clinton  Council  No.  22,  R.  & S.  M.,  at  Albany;  Albany 
Commandery  No.  2 K.  T. ; Monticello  Camp  No.  106,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; and 
Lodge  No.  66,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  at  Logansport.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rothrock  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

On  April  6,  1898,  Mr.  Rothrock  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  M.  Ben- 
nett, a daughter  of  Elam  and  Anna  (Ross)  Bennett,  both  families  being 
old  ones  of  Monticello.  Two  sons  have  been  born  to  this  union : John 
Allen  and  Lindell  Bennett. 

Levi  A.  Mathew.  Among  the  men  of  White  County  who  have  long 
been  identified  with  the  industry  of  farming  and  in  such  a manner  as 
to  reach  substantial  places  in  the  general  business  consideration  of  the 
district  is  Levi  A.  Mathew,  whose  particularly  fine  homestead  is  found 
in  section  2 of  West  Point  Township. 

The  Mathew  family  is  of  French  descent  and  has  been  identified  with 
this  county  fully  forty  years.  It  was  the  late  Alfred  Mathew  who  intro- 
duced the  family  name  into  this  section  of  Indiana.  Alfred  Mathew  was 
born  in  Kankakee  County,  Illinois,  August  14,  1856,  a son  of  Flavius 
and  Mary  Mathew.  As  a boy  he  had  very  meager  advantages  in  the  way 
of  schooling  and  made  his  way  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  persistent 
effort  carried  on  over  a period  of  many  years.  On  July  6,  1875,  he 
married  Anna  Lebeau.  All  of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them  are  still 
living.  In  the  early  ’70s  Alfred  Mathew  came  to  White  County,  locat- 
ing in  West  Point  Township,  and  at  that  time  possessed  none  of  those 
material  resources  which  attract  social  attention  to  a man  in  a business 
way.  He  was  a hard  worker,  accepted  all  the  opportunities  that  came 
to  him,  and  by  the  wise  direction  of  his  resources  eventually  accumu- 
lated about  1,600  acres  of  land  in  White  County.  The  operations  of  this 
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land  he  directed  to  the  general  crops  and  to  the  raising  of  stock.  Alfred 
Mathew  died  in  West  Point  Township  May  14,  1914,  and  is  buried  at 
Remington.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church  at  Remington,  and  in  politics  he  was  a republican,  and  much 
interested  in  any  movements  for  local  improvements.  His  widow  is  still 
living  in  Wolcott.  The  names  of  their  eleven  children  were:  Levi  A., 
Meddie,  Mina,  Cordelia,  Alfred,  Jr.,  William,  Oscar,  Arthur,  Amos, 
Clarence  and  Herman. 

The  birth  of  Levi  A.  Mathew  occurred  at  Kentland,  August  9,  1876, 
and  he  is  the  oldest  of  the  children,  all  of  whom  were  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  White  County.  Soon  after  reaching  his  manhood  he  started 
out  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  making  a home,  and  on  September 
20,  1898,  was  married  to  Armelia  Provo,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Margaret  (Budreau)  Provo.  Mrs.  Mathew’s  people  are  French-Cana- 
dians,  and  came  to  White  County  from  Illinois  a number  of  years  ago. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathew  are  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Nealla,  born 
November  26,  1900;  Edwin,  born  June  29,  1902;  Mildred,  born  Janu- 
ary 5,  1904 ; Iva,  born  October  11,  1905 ; Mabel  L.,  born  April  17,  1907 ; 
Florence,  born  December  2,  1908 ; Lorene,  born  April  19,  1910 ; Lillian, 
born  June  25,  1911 ; Ryland,  born  June  16,  1912 ; and  Rita,  born 
August  24,  1914. 

In  the  years  since  his  marriage  Mr.  Mathew,  with  the  help  of  his 
good  wife,  has  accumulated  a fine  farm  of  240  acres.  He  uses  it  for  the 
general  crops  and  for  stock  raising  and  few  men  of  his  age  are  better 
situated  as  to  future  prospects  and  present  advantages.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Remington,  and  his 
older  children  are  attending  the  local  public  schools.  In  politics  he  is 
a republican. 

William  Krapff.  No  man  in  West  Point  Township  is  more  sub- 
stantially and  honorably  identified  with  the  agricultural  growth  of  his 
part  of  White  County  than  William  Krapff.  He  has  never  allowed  op- 
portunity to  knock  more  than  once  at  his  door,  and  has  turned  every 
such  opportunity  to  the  best  possible  account  both  from  a personal  and 
a community  standpoint.  From  modest  beginnings  and  without  the 
encouragement  of  financial  assistance,  he  has  come  to  be  the  owner  of  a 
handsome  estate,  which  in  its  tillage  and  general  improvements  compares 
favorably  with  any  in  this  township. 

The  third  in  a family  of  seven  children,  William  Krapff  was  born 
July  15,  1849,  in  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania,  a son  of  John 
and  Sophia  (Keilman)  Krapff.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Hesse 
Cassel,  Germany.  His  father  came  from  that  country  and  settled  first 
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in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1856  moved  out  to  Princeton,  Bureau  County, 
Illinois,  then  a comparatively  new  district  in  that  fertile  section  of  the 
Prairie  State.  He  died  in  Bureau  County,  April  18,  1891,  and  is 
buried  with  his  wife  in  the  Oakland  cemetery  in  that  county.  His  wife 
died  November  19,  1898.  One  of  the  interesting  facts  about  the  family 
record  is  that  with  the  exception  of  the  father  and  mother  there  has  not 
been  a death  of  the  family  either  among  their  children  or  descendants 
since  the  year  1853. 

William  Krapff  grew  to  manhood  in  Bureau,  McLean  and  Tazewell 
counties  of  Illinois,  and  got  his  education  as  best  he  could  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  various  localities  mentioned.  Up  to  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  assisted  his  father  in  the  latter’s  blacksmith  shop,  and  then  went  on  a 
farm  until  the  spring  of  1871.  After  spending  a short  while  in  Kansas 
he  returned  in  the  fall  of  1872  to  Bureau  County  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  went  to  St.  Louis,  He  returned  to  Bureau  County 
in  August  and  four  days  later  fell  a victim  to  the  cholera,  but  survived 
this  dread  disease.  He  soon  afterward  took  up  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
and  was  employed  at  that  vocation  until  November  18,  1875,  when  he 
married  Miss  Anna  C.  Meyer.  She  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  four- 
teen years  of  age  when  she  came  to  this  country.  Her  birth  occurred  at 
Glinstadt,  Bremen,  Hanover,  Germany,  March  9,  1851. 

A few  months  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Krapff  brought  his  bride  to 
Benton  County,  Indiana,  in  the  spring  of  1876.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
now  known  as  the  Frank  E.  Fisher  place  near  Shilo,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1877  moved  to  West  Point  Township  in  White  County,  locating  in 
section  24,  range  5 west.  That  was  the  scene  of  his  progressive  activities 
for  seven  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section  32, 
range  5 west,  of  West  Point  Township,  in  the  spring  of  1884.  Mr.  Krapff 
was  instrumental  in  having  the  windows  in  the  schoolhouses  of  the  town- 
ship placed  in  the  end  of  the  building,  so  the  light  would  not  be  in 
the  pupils’  faces  and  thus  portecting  their  eyesight.  He  has  the  kind- 
liest feelings  and  regard  for  his  dear  friend  and  benefactor,  C.  A.  East- 
borne,  who  persuaded  him  to  purchase  his  present  beautiful  estate  in 
West  Point  Township  and  who  fully  endorsed  Mr.  Krapff  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  same.  Here  for  more  than  thirty  years  his  energies  have 
been  carefully  directed  to  the  successive  cropping  of  the  farm  and  to 
the  improvement  of  its  facilities  and  general  upbuilding  of  the  farm  and 
home. 

In  the  meantime  seven  children  have  been  born  into  the  household 
of  himself  and  his  good  wife.  Alice  M.,  the  oldest,  is  the  wife  of  Marion 
M.  Wilson,  living  at  Chalmers,  and  their  four  children  are  named  Faye 
C.,  Geneva  M.,  William  E.  and  Dolores  P.  Jesse  R.,  who  looks  after 
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some  of  his  father’s  farming  interests  in  Jackson  County,  Oklahoma, 
married  Elizabeth  A.  Schofield,  and  their  two  children  are  Marion  0. 
and  Mildred  L.  George  G.,  also  a resident  of  Jackson  County,  Okla- 
homa, married  Yerda  Forrester  and  has  a child  named  Evelyn  0.  Fred 
R.  is  unmarried  and  living  at  home  with  his  parents.  He  spent  two 
years  at  the  Chalmers  High  School.  Franklin  I.  is  also  at  home  and 
he  also  received  a two-year  high  school  training.  Bessie  May,  who  was 
a student  in  high  school,  is  the  wife  of  Ward  Pampel,  li  zing  in  West 
Point  Township.  Leota  L.,  the  youngest,  is  still  at  home. 

As  to  politics,  Mr.  Krapif  votes  for  the  national  candidates  of  the 
democratic  party,  but  has  been  strictly  nonpartisan  in  selecting  the 
officials  to  manage  local  affairs.  He  has  himself  frequently  been  called 
to  office  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  has  served  twelve  years  as  a member 
of  the  township  advisory  board.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity  at  Chalmers.  His  best  public  service  has  been  as  a 
leader  in  matters  of  local  improvement.  As  is  well  known,  a vigorous 
stand  for  such  improvements  often  makes  a man  unpopular  for  the 
time,  though  in  after  years  the  people  give  him  full  credit  for  his  far- 
sighted endeavors.  Such  has  been  the  experience  of  Mr.  Krapff,  who  has 
himself  never  fought  any  public  improvements,  but  has  been  abused 
on  account  of  his  taking  so  active  a part  in  scecuring  the  construction 
of  ditches  and  roads.  As  a result  of  his  determined  and  unselfish  work 
in  this  direction  the  six-mile  road  between  West  Point  and  Prairie  and 
Round  Grove  townships,  is  now  known  as  the  Krapff  Road.  There  is 
also  a tiled  ditch  beginning  in  section  32,  running  through  section  23 
and  into  section  24,  terminating  in  the  John  C.  Vanatta  ditch,  which  out 
of  tribute  to  his  efforts  in  its  construction,  is  known  as  the  Krapff  Ditch. 

Though  always  public  spirited  and  generous,  Mr.  Krapff  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  prosperous  citizens  of  White  County.  His  home 
farm  comprises  240  acres,  and  he  also  owns  480  acres  of  land  in  Jack- 
son  County,  Oklahoma.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Chalmers  Telephone 
Company,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers  of  that  enterprise. 
Pie  also  assisted  in  organizing  the  Bank  of  Chalmers.  Is  a stockholder 
in  the  Farmers  Elevator  at  Chalmers  and  has  stock  in  the  Farmers 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Jasper,  Benton  and  White  counties. 
Mr.  Krapff  has  made  his  money  through  his  own  efforts  and  has  used  his 
prosperity  to  give  greater  prosperity  to  the  community.  His  own  farm 
is  one  of  the  model  places  in  White  County  and  is  situated  seven  miles 
west  and  one  mile  south  of  Chalmers. 

Homer  M.  James.  The  James  family  has  lived  in  White  County 
since  the  war  times  of  the  ’60s.  Hard-working  farmers,  public-spirited 
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citizens,  and  people  who  have  taken  hold  of  every  enterprise  with  char- 
acteristic vigor,  they  have  for  more  than  fifty  years  been  identified  use- 
fully and  worthily  with  this  section  of  Indiana.  Homer  James  and  wife 
have  found  in  agriculture  an  attractive  and  profitable  pursuit,  and  out 
of  their  own  efforts,  their  self-denial,  and  long  continued  capable  man- 
agement, they  now  have  a valuable  and  comfortable  home,  located  three 
miles  northwest  of  Wolcott  in  Princeton  Township. 

The  James  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  William  James, 
father  of  Homer,  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Indiana,  January  19, 
1833,  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  locality  and  after  his  marriage 
brought  his  family  to  White  County,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
June  18,  1902,  at  the  age  of  sixty -nine  years,  five  months  and  twenty- 
nine  days.  William  James  married  Margaret  Paulsel,  a daughter  of 
Charles  Paulsel,  who  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock  and  an  early 
settler  in  Hamilton  County,  Indiana.  William  and  Margaret  James 
had  eleven  children.  Charles  and  William  died  in  infancy.  Ida  M.  is 
also  deceased.  Samuel  A.  lives  in  Princeton  Township  and  married  Belle 
Thomas.  A fifth  child  is  Homer  M.  Clara  F.  married  Henry  Spangle 
and  lives  in  Wolcott.  George  W.  married  Minnie  Anderson  and  lives 
in  Princeton  Township.  Alphie  E.  is  the  widow  of  John  Kerlin  and 
lives  in  Wolcott.  Bertha  is  deceased.  Frank  T.  died  in  infancy.  Sarah 
F.,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  Delbert  Sharkey  and  lives  in  Princeton 
Township. 

William  James  brought  his  family  to  White  County  in  1864,  locating 
on  section  1 of  Princeton  Township.  He  was  a poor  man,  dependent  en- 
tirely upon  the  work  of  his  hands  to  support  his  little  household.  For 
about  four  years  he  was  employed  by  the  month  by  John  Darrow,  and 
then  bought,  partly  cash  and  partly  credit,  a small  farm  which  he  was 
able  to  increase  to  an  aggregate  of  110  acres  before  his  death.  While 
a democrat  in  politics  he  usually  voted  for  the  man  in  local  affairs  and 
never  consented  to  run  for  office  though  frequently  urged.  He  was  a 
member  of  no  secret  organization,  but  had  a great  many  friends,  and 
was  affectionately  known  as  “ Uncle  Billy”  and  was  always  quick  to 
lend  a helping  hand  in  times  of  trouble  and  was  very  liberal.  He  was 
buried  in  the  Dobbins  Cemetery  in  Princeton  Township. 

Homer  M.  James  was  born  on  the  old  farm  in  section  1,  range  6 
west  of  Princeton  Township,  January  15,  1870,  and  never  claimed  any 
other  place  of  residence  than  this  one  community.  The  common  schools 
did  something  toward  preparing  him  for  a life  of  usefulness  and  before 
he  reached  his  majority  he  was  making  his  own  way  as  a farm  hand 
and  as  a farmer. 

In  1895  Mr.  James  married  Miss  Delia  Spencer,  a daughter  of 
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William  Y.  and  Hannah  R.  Spencer,  members  of  the  well  known  old 
Spencer  family  of  White  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  have  one  child, 
Lulu  S.  When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  were  married  and  started  out  to  face 
the  world  together  they  had  neither  a home  nor  the  means  with  which  to 
buy  one.  Mrs.  James  had  been  teaching  in  Princeton  Township  for  five 
years  and  she  continued  in  the  same  vocation  for  another  five  years  after 
her  marriage.  Thus  by  working  hard,  exercising  strict  economy,  they 
finally  accumulated  a little  nucleus  and  secured  their  first  stake  in  the 
land  as  a start  in  agricultural  enterprise.  From  this  beginning  they 
have  prospered  until  they  now  own  200  acres  of  land,  120  acres 
in  Princeton  Township  and  eighty  acres  in  Melroy  Township  of 
Jasper  County.  Mr.  James  also  has  some  stock  in  the  Farmers  Co-op- 
erative Elevator  at  Wolcott.  The  energy  with  which  he  has  managed 
his  own  affairs  has  caused  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  township  to  entrust 
him  with  public  responsibilities,  and  for  six  years  he  made  a most  ca- 
pable township  trustee.  He  is  a democrat,  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Wolcott. 

Isaac  N.  Darrow.  The  home  of  Mr.  Darrow  and  family  is  4J/2  miles 
northwest  of  Wolcott.  It  is  a fertile  and  well-managed  estate  and  has 
been  in  the  capable  hands  of  its  present  owner  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Darrow  has  lived  in  White  County  since  early  childhood,  and  his  career 
has  been  directed  along  those  lines  which  result  in  substantial  achieve- 
ments and  material  accumulations,  and  also  command  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  community. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1863  that  the  Darrow  family  established  its 
home  in  Princeton  Township.  The  head  of  the  family  at  that  time  was 
John  H.  Darrow,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  May,  1825,  and  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Hamilton  County, 
Indiana.  He  grew  up  in  that  county  and  became  a prominent  factor 
in  local  affairs,  serving  two  years  as  county  sheriff.  He  was  a member 
of  the  whig  party  in  early  days  and  afterwards  became  a republican. 
While  living  in  Hamilton  County  he  married  Margaret  Hair,  who  was 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  July  28,  1850,  a daughter  of  James  and  Polly 
Hair.  She  died  at  Wolcott,  February  26,  1894.  John  H.  Darrow  and 
wife  brought  their  family  to  White  County  in  the  spring  of  1863,  locat- 
ing on  a farm  in  section  2,  range  1 west.  After  a little  more  than 
eighteen  months  of  residence  in  the  county  John  H.  Darrow  passed 
away  November  17,  1865.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
was  buried  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  Masonic  Lodge.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  now  rest  in  the  Dobbins  Cemetery.  They  were  married 
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May  14,  1850,  §nd  to  their  union  were  born  seven  children.  The  oldest, 
James  W.,  now  lives  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  while  the  others  are  still  in 
White  County.  Benson  F.  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Honey  Creek 
Township;  Mary  E.,  also  living  in  Honey  Creek,  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  George  Baxter  and  second  to  Henry  Baker,  and  both  hus- 
bands are  now  deceased;  Walter  P.  lives  in  Wolcott  and  married  Rosa 
Allen;  the  next  in  age  is  Isaac  N. ; Dora  B.,  who  lives  at  Wolcott,  is  the 
widow  of  Peter  Scripter;  Laura  M.,  the  youngest,  married  Edward 
Jackson,  and  they  live  at  Wolcott. 

Isaac  N.  Darrow  was  born  in  Hamilton  County  near  Noblesville, 
Indiana,  April  7,  1859,  and  was  about  four  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents located  in  Princeton  Township.  He  was  six  years  old  when  his 
father  died  and  for  that  reason  and  as  a result  of  his  natural  inde- 
pendence he  early  chose  to  become  self  supporting.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  but  since  early  manhood  he  has  been 
a vigorous  and  progressive  farmer,  managing  his  crops  and  other  re- 
sources in  such  a way  as  to  give  him  an  excellent  reputation  as  a busi- 
ness man.  His  father  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  440  acres  of  land 
in  White  County,  and  the  son  has  been  similarly  prosperous  and  his 
farm,  though  containing  147  acres,  represents  a much  higher  value  and 
many  more  substantial  improvements  than  the  farm  left  nearly  half  a 
century  ago  by  his  father. 

On  March  4,  1891,  Mr.  Darrow  married  Georgia  A.  Hicks,  a daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Belle  Hicks,  the  former  a native  of  England  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Canada,  and  the  Hicks  family  was  established  in  Jasper  County, 
Indiana,  about  forty-five  years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darrow  have  three 
children:  Raymond  H.,  Harry  N.  and  Ethel  M.  Mr.  Darrow  has  shown 
commendable  public  spirit  in  helping  forward  any  movement  for  the 
progress  of  his  community.  He  is  a republican,  is  a member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Wolcott  and  he  and  his  family  wor- 
ship in  the  Christian  Church. 

Lewis  H.  Wynekoop.  Nearly  sixty  years  have  passed  since  the 
Wynekoop  family  first  established  its  home  in  White  County  and 
through  these  years  the  name  has  been  associated  with  successful  enter- 
prise in  the  handling  of  land  and  livestock,  with  progressive  activity 
in  community  affairs,  and  with  those  substantial  virtues  which  give 
character  to  any  community. 

When  William  Wynekoop,  the  pioneer,  passed  away  December '31, 
1913,  the  community  of  West  Point  Township  lost  one  of  its  finest  old 
settlers.  He  belonged  to  German  stock  that  had  been  introduced  to 
America  many  years  before  the  great  bulk  of  emigration  came  from 
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that  country.  William  Wynekoop  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Indi- 
ana, May  21,  1835.  a date  which  indicates  how  early  the  family  was 
established  in  Western  Indiana.  His  father  was  also  named  AYilliam. 
William  Wynekoop,  the  younger,  moved  to  White  County  about  1856, 
and  his  labors  put  a tract  of  land  in  cultivation  and  in  time  he  erected 
several  substantial  buildings.  During  the  rest  of  his  life  he  farmed  and 
raised  stock,  and  was  an  active  republican  and  a regular  attendant  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Wolcott. 

William  Wynekoop  wedded  for  his  first  wife  Sarah  Ellen  Mathews, 
and  Lewis  H.  was  the  only  child  born  to  this  marriage  and  he  was  a 
small  child  when  his  mother  passed  away.  The  father’s  second  mar- 
riage was  with  Helen  Haynes  and  to  this  marriage  were  horn  eleven 
children  and  those  living  are  Frank  Eldridge,  Harvey  E.,  Charles  Ira, 
Gilbert  E.  and  the  three  daughters,  Lora,  Clyde  and  Flo.  Through  his 
long  continued  exertions  William  Wynekoop  accumulated  320  acres 
of  land,  and  was  always  interested  in  local  affairs  of  importance.  For 
a couple  of  years  he  had  an  interest  in  a hardware  store  at  Wolcott. 
His  latter  years  were  spent  in  retirement  and  he  lived  in  Chicago  until 
his  death,  and  is  buried  at  Crown  Hill.  He  was  reared  and  received  his 
education  in  Clinton  County. 

Now  a prosperous  farmer  in  West  Point  Township,  getting  his  mail 
from  Wolcott  over  Rural  Route  No.  7,  Lewis  H.  Wynekoop  has  made 
White  County  his  home  throughout  his  career.  He  was  born  in  West 
Point  Township,  June  28,  1864,  and  from  the  age  of  four  years  was 
reared  in  the  home  of  his  maternal  grandfather  Mathews,  who  taught 
him  industry,  good  habits,  and  he  benefited  more  from  this  training 
than  from  his  advantages  in  the  country  schools.  Mr.  Wynekoop  is 
now  the  possessor  of  a fine  farm  of  280  acres,  all  of  it  under  cultivation, 
well  tiled,  and  productive  of  all  the  crops  that  can  be  grown  in  Indiana. 
As  a stock  raiser  he  has  chief  distinction  among  White  County  farmers. 
Some  very  fine  stock  can  be  found  on  his  farm,  consisting  of  thorough- 
bred shorthorn  cattle,  full  blooded  Poland-China  hogs,  and  high'  grade 
Norman  horses.  Among  other  improvements  he  has  remodeled  his  fine 
dwelling,  has  built  barns,  has  put  up  a large  silo,  and  in  general  has 
adapted  his  methods  and  facilities  to  the  demands  and  standards  ot‘ 
modern  agriculture. 

While  a democrat,  Mr.  Wynekoop  has  never  sought  official  honors,  and 
fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  No.  409,  at  Wolcott. 
On  March  13,  1887,  he  married  Miss  Chloe  Isabel  Spencer,  daughter  of 
John  M.  and  Eliza  A.  (Wright)  Spencer.  The  Spencer  family  came  into 
White  County  when  it  was  a new  country,  and  Mrs.  Wynekoop ’s  parents 
are  now  living  at  Wolcott.  Their  home  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of 
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nine  children,  and  those  living  have  had  not  only  the  advantages  of  this 
home  and  the  careful  rearing  from  their  parents,  but  also  all  the 
facilities  supplied  by  the  public  schools.  The  names  of  the  children  are : 
Charles  F. ; Eben  E. ; Ina  Nora,  deceased;  Lewis  Spencer;  Shatter  M. ; 
James  Russell,  deceased;  Velma;  Vera  M.;  and  Ethel  M.  The  children 
have  all  attended  the  common  schools  of  West  Point  Township  and  the 
high  school  at  AVolcott. 

Robert  F.  Dobbins.  Occupying  a foremost  position  among  the  re- 
spected and  worthy  citizens  of  White  County,  Robert  F.  Dobbins,  post- 
master at  Wolcott,  is  actively  associated  with  the  advancement  of  the 
industrial  interests  of  town  and  county,  and  influential  in  promoting  the 
public  welfare.  Of  pioner  ancestry,  he  was  born,  December  17,  1857, 
in  Princeton  Township,  a son  of  Jackson  Dobbins,  an  early  settler  of 
that  part  of  the  county. 

His  grandparents,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Dobbins,  life-long 
residents  of  Virginia,  reared  a family  of  seven  children  as  follows : 
William,  Elizabeth  Ann,  John,  Thomas,  Martin,  Johnson  and  Jackson. 
All  of  these  children  migrated  to  Indiana  in  pioner  days,  locating  first 
in  White  County,  where  three  continued  their  residence,  four  of  them, 
however,  becoming  permanent  settlers  of  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Born  in  Virginia  in  1826,  Jackson  Dobbins  remained  in  his  native 
state  until  1849.  In  that  year,  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
wild  lands  offered  for  sale  in  the  then  Far  West,  he  came  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters  to  Indiana,  locating  in  White  County.  Taking  up 
a tract  of  Government  land,  he  erected  the  customary  log  house,  and 
there  lived  with  his  family  for  a time  in  true  pioneer  .style,  in  common 
with  his  neighbors,  which  were  few,  and  far  apart,  experiencing  all  the 
trials  and  privations  incident  to  frontier  life.  Engaging  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  a modest  scale,  he  gradually  enlarged  his  operations, 
from  time  to  time  investing  in  more  land  until,  with  his  farm  and 
several  smaller  tracts,  he  had  title  to  640  acres.  Going  to  Logan,  Indiana, 
in  1866,  he  spent  eleven  years  there  as  a contractor.  Returning  then  to 
White  County,  he  continued  life  as  a farmer,  and  likewise  dealt  largely 
in  hay,  grain  and  feed,  building  up  an  extensive  mercantile  business. 
He  was  actively  interested  in  public  matters,  serving  for  many  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  being  a candidate  on  the  old  greenback  ticket 
for  sheriff.  He  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and,  with  Messrs. 
Johnson,  Wright  and  Lawson,  hauled  the  lumber  and  built  the  first 
building  used  for  public  worship  in  White  County,  it  having  been  the 
Christian  Church  at  Palestine.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Elizabeth  Miller,  six  children  were  born,  as  follows : Matilda 
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W. ; Moses  G. ; Samuel,  deceased ; Mary  Elizabeth,  deceased ; Robert  F. ; 
and  Schuyler  C.  He  passed  to  the  life  beyond  on  December  17,  1881, 
and  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Dobbins  Cemetery,  beside  that  of 
his  wife,  whose  death  preceded  his. 

Completing  his  studies  at  Logan,  Indiana,  Robert  F.  Dobbins  re- 
turned to  White  County,  and  for  fourteen  years  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  agriculture.  He  resided  in  Monticello  until  1887,  but  has 
since  made  his  home  in  Wolcott,  where  he  is  now  serving  as  postmaster. 
He  is  officially  connected  with  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  place, 
being  secretary,  and  a director,  of  the  Wolcott  Dredging  Company,  of 
which  James  Burk  is  treasurer,  and  Wm.  E.  Fox  is  the  president,  and 
a member  of  the  directorate.  He  has  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty, owning  farming  lands  in  the  county  and  several  shares  of  bank 
stock. 

Mr.  Dobbins  married  first,  in  1878,  Alice  Bunnell,  a daughter  of 
John  B.  Bunnell,  and  their  only  child,  Mazie  A.,  died  in  1898.  Mrs. 
Alice  Dobbins  died  March  14,  1891.  Mr.  Dobbins  subsequently  married 
for  his  second  wife,  on  November  29,  1904,  Norine  E.  Hughes,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  K.  Hughes,  and  of  their  union  one  child  has  been  born,  a 
daughter,  named  Vivian. 

Politically  Mr.  Dobbins  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
the  democratic  party,  and  has  served  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  having 
been  elected  to  the  office  in  1892.  Fraternally  Mr.  Dobbins  is  a member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons,  of  Wolcott,  and  is 
a Knight  Templar,  belonging  to  the  Logansport  Commandery;  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  to  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Thomas  A.  Lear.  Around  the  little  Village  of  Seafield  in  Princeton 
Township  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  choicest  farm  estates  in  White 
County.  The  owner  of  one  of  these  is  Thomas  A.  Lear,  whose  individual 
enterprise  has  been  highly  creditable  and  has  brought  him  a substantial 
success,  and  who  is  further  related  to  White  County  by  the  fact  that  his 
family  was  among  the  first  to  settle  and  break  the  virgin  soil  of  Prince- 
ton Township. 

Few  families  now  represented  in  White  County  have  touched  the 
life  and  progress  of  the  nation  at  more  points  than  the  Lears.  Back  in 
the  early  colonial  period  the  family  lived  in  old  Virginia.  One  of  the 
interesting  early  records  states  that  the  great-grandfather  of  Thomas 
A.  Lear  was  one  of  three  Virginia  blues  who  carried  General  Braddock 
from  the  field  of  his  disastrous  defeat  in  Western  Pennsylvania  early 
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in  the  French  and  the  Indian  war,  a defeat  which  was  invited  by  the 
obstinacy  and  conceit  of  the  British  general  and  which  was  only  partly 
retrieved  by  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Continental  troops,  prominent 
among  whom  were  the  Virginians.  A number  of  years  later  this  ancestor 
also  fought  on  the  American  side  in  the  war  for  independence.  The 
military  honors  of  the  family  are  made  more  illustrious  by  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Lear’s  grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain,  from  1812  to  1815. 

The  White  County  pioneer  of  the  Lear  family  was  the  late  Hiram 
F.  Lear,  concerning  whom  there  are  many  interesting  facts  worthy  of 
record.  He  was  born  January  21,  1821,  in  Culpeper  County,  Virginia, 
a son  of  Nathan  and  Maria  (Spicer)  Lear.  When  nine  years  of  age  his 
father  took  him  from  Virginia  to  Belmont  County  in  Eastern  Ohio,  and 
he  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1838,  when  he  came  out  to  White 
County  and  began  settlement  in  Big  Creek  Township.  As  soon  as  he 

reached  his  majority  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  for  three  years 

farmed  and  rented  land  owned  by  Joseph  Thompson,  another  early 

settler  in  that  community.  From  Big  Creek  Township  he  moved  into 
Princeton  Township,  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  section  4.  With  that  as 
a nucleus  he  continued  a career  of  growing  prosperity  until  his  pos- 
sessions included  the  ownership  of  more  than  500  acres,  largely 
in  Princeton  Township.  Besides  farming  he  was  for  seven  years  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Monon,  and  about  six  years  before  his  death  retired 
from  active  business  and  moved  to  Wolcott,  where  he  died  June  16, 
1905.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Palestine  cemetery.  Hiram  F.  Lear 
was  more  than  a successful  business  man.  Throughout  his  long  life  he 
practiced  the  golden  rule,  and  his  fellow  citizens  had  special  reasons  to 
esteem  him  because  of  his  qualities  as  a peace  maker,  and  many  cases 
have  been  recalled  in  whiclji  he  acted  as  a mediator  in  settling  differences 
between  his  neighbors.  A republican,  he  never  sought  official  honor, 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Though 
rather  small  in  stature,  he  possessed  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  energy  and 
exemplified  the  trait  of  loving  kindness  to  a remarkable  degree.  He  was 
married  April  9,  1857,  to  Margaret  A.  Burns,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Malinda  Burns,  who  were  numbered  among  the  very  early  settlers  of 
White  County.  To  their  marriage  were  born  fourteen  children : J. 
Franklin,  who  now  lives  in  Lafayette;  Charles  N.,  a resident  of  Terre 
Haute;  Thomas  A.;  James  B.,  of  Princeton  Township;  David  M.,  now 
deceased ; one  that  died  in  infancy ; Zorah  M.,  now  deceased ; Hiram  F., 
Jr.,  who  lives  in  Princeton  Township;  William  W.,  deceased;  Samuel 
E.,  deceased;  Bert  L.,  living  in  Wolcott;  Jennie,  wife  of  Ed  Hafffin, 
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living  in  Spokane,  Washington;  Dessa  E.,  wife  of  Paul  Adams,  living 
in  Terre  Haute;  and  Hugh  L.,  of  Monticello. 

Thomas  A.  Lear  was  born  on  the  old  farm  in  section  4 of  Princeton 
Township,  September  21,  1861,  and  only  for  a few  days  at  a time  has  he 
been  absent  from  White  County  during  all  the  years  of  his  life.  After 
procuring  such  education  as  the  common  schools  could  offer,  he  chose 
to  be  a farmer,  and  has  had  a very  prosperous  career.  His  fine  place 
of  120  acres  is  located  3%  miles  northeast  of  Seafield. 

On  September  24,  1885,  when  twenty-four  years  of  age,  Mr.  Lear 
married  Emma  B.  Johns,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Johns. 
Mrs.  Lear  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Indiana,  but  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  was  living  in  White  County.  To  the  marriage  was  born  one 
daughter,  Winnie  M.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Dobbins,  of  Prince- 
ton Township,  and  their  two  children  are  named  Helen  L.  and 
Harold  J. 

Mr.  Lear  is  a citizen  who  lias  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  com- 
munity and  has  been  chosen  at  different  times  for  official  responsibility. 
He  served  as  township  supervisor  eight  years,  and  for  seven  years  was 
a member  of  the  township  advisory  board.  In  politics  he  is  a republican, 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  is  now 
serving  as  an  elder  and  trustee  of  that  denomination.  His  fraternal 
associations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at  Wolcott. 

Thomas  W.  Dellinger.  A farm  that  represents  some  of  the  best 
improvements  and  values  in  West  Point  Township  is  the  Dellinger 
place  of  160  acres  on  section  15,  described  in  formal  real  estate  language 
as  in  township  26  north,  range  5 west.  It  is  a stock  and  grain  farm, 
Mr.  Dellinger  making  somewhat  of  a specialty  of  Poland-China  hogs, 
and  its  genial  proprietor  knows  farming  as  a business  and  conducts  it 
on  the  same  principles  that  a manufacturer  would  run  his  factory  or  a 
merchant  his  store.  His  judgment  in  farming  matters  is  regarded  as 
almost  infallible,  and  everything  about  his  place  attests  the  progressive 
and  prosperous  business  man. 

For  fully  six  decades  Thomas  W.  Dellinger  has  watched  the  changes 
and  improvements  which  have  come  over  the  landscape  of  White  County. 
He  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  January  10,  1847,  and  is  a son 
of  David  and  Barbara  Anne  (Warner)  Dellinger,  who  were  among  the 
very  early  settlers  of  White  County.  His  father  was  born  October  1, 
1814,  and  his  mother  on  April  20,  1814,  both  in  Fairfield  County,  and 
they  were  married  there  January  1,  1840.  The  mother  passed  away  in 
West  Point  Township  June  29,  1872,  while  her  husband  survived  many 
years  until  his  death  at  Wolcott  January  22,  1901.  The  record  of  their 
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children  with  dates  of  births  is  as  follows:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  April 
2,  1842,  now  Mrs.  Dan  Irions ; Lewis,  born  February  16,  1845,  and  living 
at  Monticello;  Thomas  W.,  the  date  of  whose  birth  has  been  noted; 
William  H.,  born  June  21,  1850,  and  now  deceased;  Elvira,  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1853,  also  deceased;  Emily,  born  January  10,  1855,  now  Mrs. 
John  Davison  of  Wolcott;  and  David  L.,  born  October  23,  1859,  and 
living  at  Wolcott.  The  family  removed  from  Ohio  in  1855  and  settled  on 
the  land  where  Thomas  W.  Dellinger  has  the  farm  above  described.  Here 
the  father  secured  a tract  of  land  from  Captain  Irions,  later  bought 
and  traded  other  property  and  for  several  years  lived  in  Carroll  County, 
but  later  returned  to  Princeton  Township  and  was  a farmer  there  until 
he  retired.  He  was  planning  to  live  quietly  and  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  a new  home  at  Wolcott,  but  died  just  before  taking  possession  of  his 
residence.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  West  Point  Cemetery. 
David  Dellinger  was  a democrat  and  a very  sturdy  advocate  of  his 
party  principles,  but  though  time  and  again  urged  to  do  so,  never  yielded 
his  consent  to  hold  an  office.  He  was  a member  of  no  church  and  no 
fraternal  orders,  but  his  wife  was  very  much  interested  and  an  active 
member  of  the  old-school  Baptist.  David  Dellinger  followed  farming 
and  the  raising  of  good  stock,  and  was  well  informed,  a man  who  could 
discuss  affairs  with  intelligence,  and  who  had  a positive  opinion  as  to 
matters  which  concerned  him  and  was  always  loyal  to  what  he  believed 
to  be  right. 

When  the  family  come  to  White  County  Thomas  W.  Dellinger  was 
about  eight  years  of  age.  He  had  already  attended  school  to  some  extent 
in  his  native  state,  but  gained  most  of  his  education  in  White  County. 
Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  confined  his  attention  closely  to  farm- 
ing, and  has  lived  in  one  community  practically  ever  since  childhood. 
A number  of  years  ago  he  introduced  to  his  farm  some  high  grade 
Poland-China  hogs,  and  his  stock  of  that  class  is  regarded  as  equal  to> 
any  found  in  White  County.  He  has  all  his  land  under  cultivation,, 
and  his  farm  is  seven  miles  southeast  of  Wolcott,  his  mail  coming  from 
Chalmers  over  Rural  Route  No.  12. 

Mr.  Dellinger  married  Miss  Jennie  Haynes.  Their  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  four  children:  Bert,  Edmond,  Charles 
and  Ora,  the  last  being  a farmer  in  West  Point  Township,  and  married 
Grace  Moore.  Though  a life-long  democrat,  Mr.  Dellinger  has  consid- 
ered his  duty  done  when  he  casts  his  vote  as  intelligently  as  possible  and 
has  a large  degree  of  communitj^  esteem  on  account  of  the  fact  that  he  is 
noted  for  attending  strictly  to  his  own  business.  He  and  his  family  are 
not  members  of  any  church  and  he  has  formed  no  fraternal  connections. 
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James  Lawrie.  One  of  the  good  old  pioneers  who  should  he  remem- 
bered in  a history  of  White  County,  as  the  memory  of  his  character  and 
attainments  must  be  regarded  and  respected  by  his  descendants,  was  the 
late  James  Lawrie,  who  lived  in  White  County  more  than  sixty  years, 
and  made  his  life  effective  in  promoting  the  work  of  the  world.  His  aged 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  farm  in  section  10  of  West  Point  Town- 
ship, and  there  are  both  children  and  grandchildren  to  cherish  his  mem- 
ory and  to  exemplify  in  their  own  lives  many  of  the  sterling  character- 
istics which  are  salient  points  of  his  nature. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  February  20,  1830,  James  Lawrie  was  a 
son  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  (Combs)  Lawrie.  His  father  was  a native 
of  Scotland  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  being  in  business  in  New  York  City  for  several  years.  In  1852  he 
brought  his  family  out  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  located  on  section 
26  in  West  Point  Township.  It  was  an  abrupt  change  from  the  condi- 
tions and  surroundings  of  metropolitan  life  to  the  sparsely  settled  and 
unimproved  environment  which  they  found  on  coming  to  this  county. 
The  family  had  many  of  the  trials  and  hardships  incident  to  such  an 
existence,  but  eventually  secured  a firm  foothold  in  the  county,  and  the 
name  from  that  day  to  this  has  been  one  of  honor  and  usefulness.  Alex- 
ander Lawrie  was  born  February  18,  1788,  and  died  in  advanced  years 
June  7,  1871.  He  was  married  November  20,  1821,  to  Sarah  Combs, 
who  was  born  February  1,  1796,  and  died  September  30,  1871.  Their 
children  were:  Elizabeth,  deceased;  John,  deceased;  Alexander,  who  is 
living  at  Battleground;  Arthur,  James  and  Mary,  all  deceased. 

The  late  James  Lawrie  was  educated  in  New  York  City  and  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  White  County  with  other 
members  of  the  family.  He  had  received  the  advantages  of  schools 
back  East,  and  while  there  had  learned  the  trade  of  wagonmaker,  but 
finding  little  opportunity  for  its  exercise  in  the  new  country,  he  took 
up  farming  and  stock  raising  and  on  the  basis  of  that  vocation  gained 
a very  substantial  success. 

On  November  29,  1855,  he  married  Susan  A.  Irion,  a daughter  of 
Captain  Anderson  and  Sophia  M.  (Dragoo)  Irion,  a prominent  White 
County  family  mentioned  elsewhere.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrie  were 
born  a family  of  ten  children:  Robert,  born  September  16,  1856;  Ar- 
thur S.,  born  August  26,  1858;  Ralph,  born  February  27,  1861,  and  now 
deceased;  Anna  E.,  born  March  9,  1863,  deceased;  Alexander,  born 
August  21,  1865,  deceased;  John,  born  April  7,  1868;  Charles  D.,  born 
May  23,  1871 ; Josephine  Mary,  born  October  30,  1873 ; Lanier,  born 
November  17,  1876;  and  Nora  F.,  born  March  18,  1881. 

A large  community  paid  tribute  of  affection  and  respect  to  James 
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Lawrie  when  he  died  on  November  16,  1913.  He  was  then  eighty-three 
years  of  age,  and  had  always  lived  up  to  his  opportunities,  and  not 
only  provided  liberally  for  his  growing  children  but  left  a considerable 
estate  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  buried  in  the  West  Point  eeme 
tery.  Politically  his  vote  was  cast  for  republican  candidates  until 
William  J.  Bryan  appeared  on  the  political  horizon,  after  which  he  was 
a loyal  follower  of  the  great  commoner.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage James  Lawrie  and  wife  located  on  section  26  in  West  Point  Town- 
ship, but  later  left  that  farm  in  order  to  educate  their  children  in  the 
academy  at  Brookston.  Some  years  later  they  returned  to  the  country 
and  Mr.  Lawrie  followed  farming  the  rest  of  his  career.  A part  of  his 
record  which  should  not  be  omitted  and  which  will  always  be  a matter 
of  pride  to  his  descendants  was  his  service  in  the  Civil  war  as  a member 
of  Company  K in  the  One  Hundred  Fifty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry.  Mrs. 
Lawrie,  who  was  born  September  20,  1836,  and  is  now  nearing  her 
eightieth  birthday,  has  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  surrounded  by  her 
children,  looks  into  the  future  with  resignation  and  hope.  Her  home 
is  100  acres  in  section  10,  and  the  land  is  operated  by  others. 

George  Bissonnette.  For  twenty  years  the  fortunes  of  the  Bisson- 
nette  family  have  been  identified  with  White  County,  where  its  mem- 
bers have  shown  most  capable  enterprise  in  the  management  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  soil  and  have  been  sturdy  advocates  of  methods  and  move- 
ments which  make  for  advancement,  progress  and  prosperity. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  White  County  is  Alfred  Bissonnette, 
now  a resident  of  Wolcott.  He  is  an  Illinoisian  by  birth  and  of  French 
ancestry.  He  was  born  in  Illinois  November  16,  1856,  a son  of  Peter 
and  Donatilda  (Granger)  Bissonnette.  In  February,  1876,  Alfred  Bis- 
sonnette married  Miss  Eleanor  Marcotte.  Their  six  children  were : 
Annie;  Nelda;  Celia,  who  died  in  infancy;  Delphine,  deceased;  George; 
and  Fred.  In  1895  Alfred  Bissonnette  brought  his  family  to  White 
County  and  located  in  West  Point  Township.  He  was  one  of  the  capable 
farmers  there  for  a number  of  years,  but  about  eleven  years  ago,  in 
January,  1904,  moved  to  Wolcott.  He  is  a republican,  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 

One  of  the  young  men  who  are  now  carrying  forward  the  agricul- 
tural industry  of  White  County  and  who  have  shown  unusual  capacity 
for  farm  management  as  well  as  intelligent  citizenship  is  George  Bis- 
sonnette, son  of  Alfred  and  Eleanor  Bissonnette.  His  home  is  in  sec- 
tion 13  of  West  Point  Township,  on  Rural  Route  No.  7 out  of  Wolcott. 
His  fine  farm  of  160  acres  has  been  steadily  improved  and  has  been 
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producing  its  crops  to  the  maximum  of  yield  and  quality  ever  since  he 
took  charge. 

Born  at  St.  George,  Illinois,  March  20,  1887,  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  state,  hut  was  only  eight  years  of 
age  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  White  County.  He  had  spent 
the  last  twenty  years  on  one  farm,  and  after  finishing  his  education  in 
the  local  schools  started  out  for  himself  in  1912  by  buying  one  tract  of 
eighty  acres,  while  his  father  gave  him  a similar  quantity  of  land.  He 
has  made  a success  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  keeps  stock 
of  good  grades  and  has  most  of  his  acreage  under  cultivation. 

On  September  19,  1911,  he  married  Miss  Lucile  Bergeron,  a daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Maria  (Fraser)  Bergeron,  of  Illinois.  Into  their  home 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  Eleanor,  on  September  5,  1913.  Mr.  Bis- 
sonnette  is  a republican  in  politics,  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  but  has  never  sought  any  public  office.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church  at  Remington. 

It  is  upon  such  young  men  as  George  Bissonnette  that  the  future  of 
White  County  agriculture  devolves,  and  from  what  he  has  already  ac- 
complished it  is  evident  that  he  will  always  be  equal  to  his  opportuni- 
ties and  responsibilities. 

Lewis  M.  Miller.  The  connection  of  the  Miller  family  with  the 
farming  interests  of  White  County  has  made  the  name  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  among  the  citizens  of  West  Point  Township,  where 
Lewis  M.  Miller  now  resides  on  the  old  homestead  on  Rural  Route  No. 
7 .out  of  Wolcott.  He  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  as  a 
farmer  and  public  spirited  citizen,  and  his  father,  the  late  Christian 
Miller,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  by  his  industrious  efforts  and 
able  management  caused  a fertile  tract  of  land,  originally  an  unculti- 
vated prairie,  to  become  a fine  farm.  Mr.  Lewis  Miller  has  always  been 
a busy  man  and  yet  has  found. time  to  devote  to  the  needs  of  his  locality, 
and  has  often  taken  the  lead  in  the  matter  of  public  improvement,  par- 
ticularly the  building  of  good  roads. 

The  late  Christian  Miller,  who  lived  in  White  County  for  many 
years,  but  from  1893  was  a resident  of  West  Lafayette  until  his  death 
on  August  29,  1913,  was  born  in  Wuertemberg,  Germany,  October  28, 
1839,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 
After  a residence  in  New  York  and  later  in  Ohio,  he  came  into  White 
County,  and  for  several  years  found  employment  among  the  neighboring 
farmers  as  a farm  hand.  That  was  his  means  of  subsistence  until  he 
was  twenty-four,  and  his  success  is  entirely  attributable  to  his  own  char- 
acter and  industry.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  about  600  acres 
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of  land,  and  the  farm  estate  is  still  kept  intact,  not  having  been  divided 
among  the  heirs.  Christian  Miller  was  married  April  1,  1863,  to  Cath- 
erine Fulton,  who  died  six  years  before  her  husband.  To  their  mar- 
riage were  born  nine  children,  and  of  these  the  only  two  now  living  in 
White  County  are  Albert  and  Lewis.  In  order  of  age  these  children 
are:  Charles,  of  West  Lafayette;  Mrs.  Emma  Dickson,  of  Mechanics- 
burg,  Ohio ; Frank  J.,  of  Lafayette ; Miss  Florence,  of  West  Lafayette ; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fauber,  of  Delphi;  Albert  J.,  of  Wolcott,  who  married 
Delia  Arihood  and  has  a daughter  named  Mabel;  Lewis  M. ; Mrs.  Martha 
Reed,  who  lives  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada;  and  Miss  Clara  L.,  of  West 
Lafayette. 

The  late  Christian  Miller  had  many  qualities  which  made  him  greatly 
admired  by  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  in  his  own  family.  He 
was  a man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  was  a member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Lafayette,  but  in  his  later  years  regularly  at- 
tended the  West  Lafayette  Methodist  Church.  Politically  he  supported 
the  republican  party  all  his  active  career  and  favored  every  local  im- 
provement, and  his  own  example  and  his  influence  helped  to  forward 
the  cause  of  good  roads  and  the  building  of  ditches.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  White  County  he  helped  organize  the  Meadow  Lake  Presby- 
terian Church  and  was  one  of  its  elders  for  a number  of  years. 

Lewis  M.  Miller  was  born  May  21,  1879,  on  the  old  farm  in  section 
30,  range  6 west,  of  West  Point  Township.  This  has  been  his  home  ever 
since  with  the  exception  of  five  years  spent  in  Lafayette.  His  education 
was  acquired  from  the  common  schools  and  from  a business  college  and  he 
is  numbered  among  the  successful  and  progressive  farmers  of  West 
Point  Township.  He  lives  on  the  undivided  estate  of  his  father,  his 
land  being  in  section  26,  range  5,  and  his  home  6*4  miles  south  of  Wol- 
cott. Just  recently  Mr.  Miller  has  secured  a petition  for  a new  gravel 
road  through  his  farm  on  the  east  and  to  be  known  as  the  Miller  Road, 
and  he  has  frequently  exerted  his  energies  to  secure  that  class  of  im- 
provement in  his  township. 

On  December  17,  1907,  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Bertha  E.  Wilson, 
a daughter  of  Martha  G.  Wilson,  whose  name  is  well  known  in  White 
County  and  a sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on  other  pages.  Mr.  Miller 
is  a republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Andrew  Humphreys.  Prominent  among  the  men  whose  ability, 
business  judgment,  agricultural  foresight  and  steady  industry  have 
contributed  to  the  wealth,  character  and  good  government  of  White 
County,  one  who  is  widely  and  favorably  known  is  Andrew  Humphreys, 
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who  has  been  living  on  his  present  farm  in  West  Point  Township  for 
twenty-six  years.  Mr.  Humphreys  was  born  August  21,  1857,  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire, Wales,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Humphreys)  Humphreys. 

John  Humphreys  was  born  in  Montgomeryshire,  Wales,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  He  was  married 
there  to  a very  distant  relative,  Mary  Humphreys,  and  after  the  birth 
of  their  children  they  came  to  the  United  States,  in  1881.  They  came 
direct  to  Wolcott,  Indiana,  and  after  staying  a short  time  at  Pugh’s 
Southwest,  moved  to  Parmlee’s  Meadow  Lake  Farm,  in  West  Point 
Township,  and  there  Mr.  Humphreys  continued  operations  until  his 
death,  August  10,  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  ten  months, 
twenty-seven  days.  After  coming  to  the  United  States  he  did  not  follow 
his  trade  to  any  extent,  confining  himself  instead  to  his  agricultural 
work,  and  when  he  died  was  the  owner  of  a well-cultivated  property  of 
eighty  acres.  He  and  Mrs.  Humphreys  were  members  of  the  Meadow 
Lake  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  buried  at  Meadow  Lake  Cemetery. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of 

R.  C.  Pugh,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Andrew; 
and  Thomas,  who  married  Mary  Shine  and  has  his  residence  in  Chicago. 

Andrew  Humphreys,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  many  of  the  male 
members  of  his  family,  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  in  his  youth 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  in  1881,  and  spent  the  next 
five  years  in  getting  himself  established  and  in  preparing  a home  for 
his  wife.  In  1886  he  returned  to  Wales,  where  he  was  married  in  1887 
to  Margaret  Jones,  a daughter  of  Maurice  and  Margaret  Jones,  whose 
family  have  been  living  on  Tynrwtra  Farm  in  Montgomeryshire,  Wales, 
for  over  100  years.  Almost  immediately  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Humphries  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  West  Point 
Township,  White  County,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Humphries  was  employed 
as  foreman  by  R.  S.  Streeter,  who  had  bought  from  Mr.  Parmalee  the 
Meadow  Lake  Farm  in  West  Point  Township.  There  Mr.  Humphreys 
continued  to  live  for  two  years  when,  feeling  he  was  ready  to  embark 
upon  operations  of  his  own,  in  1889  he  located  on  his  present  property, 
on  section  7,  range  5,  west,  West  Point  Township,  which  has  continued 
to  be  his  home.  He  now  has  about  280  acres  of  land,  all  under  cultiva- 
tion and  all  very  productive.  His  improvements  are  of  the  finest 
character  and  his  buildings  substantial  and  attractive.  As  an  agricul- 
turist he  follows  the  latest  approved  methods  and  his  ability,  knowledge 
and  good  judgment  enable  him  to  gain  full  returns  for  the  labor  he 
expends  upon  his  land.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  stock  in  the  Farmers’ 
Co-Operative  Elevator  at  Wolcott.  A democrat  in  his  political  views, 
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Mr.  Humphreys  takes  an  active  interest  in  civic  and  political  affairs, 
and  has  at  various  times  been  called  upon  to  act  in  public  positions  of 
trust  in  which  he  has  displayed  executive  ability  of  a high  order  and  a 
conscientious  endeavor  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
He  has  been  for  eight  years  a member  of  the  West  Point  Township 
advisory  board  and  for  two  years  township  assessor,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1914  was  chosen  a member  of  the  township  board  of  trustees.  He  and 
Mrs.  Humphreys  are  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  elder. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphreys: 
Margaret  B.,  who  married  Chester  Watson,  of  West  Point  Township, 
and  has  four  children,  Ada  M.,  Alta  M.,  Harvey  B.  and  Margaret  A. ; 
John  M.,  who  married  Bessie  M.  Darrow  and  lives  in  Princeton  Town- 
ship, this  county;  and  Thomas  J.,  Mary  E.,  Richard  E.,  Maurice  J.  and 
Albert  E.,  who  reside  at  home  with  their  parents. 

James  M.  McClure.  As  a representative  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  White  County,  James  M.  McClure  has  established  a creditable  record 
for  industry,  perseverance  and  integrity.  He  has  spent  most  of  his 
active  life  in  this  county,  and  he  and  his  wife,  who  was  a daughter 
of  the  late  James  S.  Van  Voorst,  now  have  one  of  the  attractive  farm 
homes  of  West  Point  Township,  situated  on  Rural  Route  No.  12  out  of 
Chalmers. 

Born  September  29,  1867,  near  Logan,  Dearborn  County,  Indiana, 
James  M.  McClure  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  E.  (Boatman)  McClure. 
Grandfather  McClure  came  from  Ireland.  Mr.  McClure  was  born  on  a 
farm,  but  at  the  age  of  seven  years  was  taken  to  Logan,  and  at  eighteen 
came  to  Benton  County,  Indiana,  and  after  five  or  six  years  there  moved 
to  White  County  and  for  several  years  was  in  the  employ  of  Jacob  W. 
Roll. 

On  October  28,  1902,  Mr.  McClure  married  Miss  Laura  D.  Van 
Voorst,  a daughter  of  James  S.  and  Mary  A.  Van  Voorst,  whose  lives 
are  traced  on  other  pages.  Mr.  McClure  is  a stanch  republican,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  his  party  in  West  Point  Township,  served  one  term  as 
township  supervisor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1914  was  elected  township 
assessor  overcoming  the  combination  of  the  democrats  and  bull  moosers 
against  him.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Chalmers,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Spring- 
dale  Baptist  Church. 

James  S.  Van  Voorst.  Among  the  old  and  honored  families  of 
White  County  none  is  held  in  higher  esteem  than  that  bearing  the  name 
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Van  Voorst,  which  was  first  established  here  nearly  seventy  years  ago. 
There  is  still  an  extensive  relationship  of  the  name  in  different  parts 
of  the  county,  several  of  the  family  being  closely  identified  with  the 
State  Bank  of  Chalmers,  the  president  of  which  is  Charles  Van  Voorst. 
Particular  attention  is  given  in  this  sketch  to  the  career  of  the  late 
James  S.  Van  Voorst,  who  was  for  a period  of  half  a century  one  of  the 
county’s  leading  citizens. 

James  S.  Van  Voorst  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  September 
7,  1836,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  James  Morton  Mc- 
Clure at  Chalmers,  January  16,  1914,  aged  seventy-seven  years  four 
months  nine  days.  His  parents  were  Sylvanus  and  Elizabeth  -(Kerr) 
Van  Voorst.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  John  Van  Voorst,  a native 
of  Pennsylvania  but  of  Irish  stock.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
James  Kerr,  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry  and  was  born  on  the  ocean 
while  his  parents  were  coming  to  America.  Sylvanus  Van  Voorst  was 
a native  of  Ohio  and  lived  there  until  1846,  when  he  came  to  White 
County  and  settled  seven  miles  southeast  of  Wolcott.  In  his  time  he 
was  an  extensive  stock  raiser,  and  a very  capable  business  man.  He 
served  one  year  in  the  Civil  war  as  wagon  master,  and  died  in  1875  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  He  was  married  three  times.  By  his  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Kerr  his  children  were:  James  S.,  John,  Abraham,  and 

Elizabeth,  all  now  deceased.  The  two  children  of  the  second  marriage 
Avere  Robert,  now  living  in  Kansas  City,  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Bennett, 
a resident  of  Indianapolis.  The  only  child  of  the  third  wife  is  Albert, 
now  living  in  Columbia  City,  Indiana. 

During  the  childhood  of  James  S.  Van  Voorst  his  parents  moved  to 
Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  the  year  1864  he 
came  to  White  County,  settling  on  a farm  near  West  Point,  and  con- 
tinued to  live  there  forty-six  years.  Three  years  before  his  death  he 
retired  from  active  life  and  moved  to  Chalmers  to  live  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  McClure. 

On  February  4,  1858,  he  stood  at  the  marriage  altar  and  plighted 
his  love  to  Miss  Mary  Aditha  DeBolt,  who  was  a wife  and  mother  with 
all  these  sacred  Avords  imply.  Together  they  toiled,  enduring  with 
great  courage  and  perseverance  the  trials  and  sacrifices  incident  to  the 
development  of  their  new  home.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  the  birth 
of  thirteen  children,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  eight  now  living 
are:  Catherine  Ella,  wife  of  Joseph  Craft,  living  in  West  Point  Town- 
ship; Clara,  wife  of  D.  C.  Jackson,  living  near  Lafayette;  William, 
Avhose  home  is  east  of  Chalmers ; Charles  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
publication;  John  L.,  who  lives  near  Larwell,  Indiana;  Frank,  a resident 
of  Dickinson  County,  Kansas ; Mary,  AAufe  of  Noah  Davis  of  Carroll 
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County;  and  Laura,  wife  of  James  M.  McClure,  their  home  being  on 
the  old  Van  Voorst  farm  in  West  Point  Township.  Mr.  Van  Voorst 
was  survived  not  only  by  their  eight  children  but  also  by  twenty-two 
grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren.  He  was  also  survived  by  four 
brothers  and  two  sisters:  C.  B.  Ewart,  Oliver  C.  Ewart,  John  R.  Van 
Voorst,  Albert  Van  Voorst,  Mary  E.  Ewart  and  Mrs.  Alphonso  Bennett. 

An  appreciation  of  Mr.  Van  Voorst  in  his  religious  and  social  rela- 
tions was  written  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Tedford  of  Logansport,  from  which  the 
following  quotations  are  taken : ‘ 4 He  was  a man  of  great  energy  and 

was  a most  highly  respected  citizen,  ever  standing  for  the  principles 
of  truth  and  right.  He  took  great  delight  in  seeing  his  children  live 
true  and  clean  lives.  Thus  they  lived  happily  until  October  4,  1904, 
when  an  irreparable  loss  swept  across  the  threshold  of  their  happy  home, 
and  his  beloved  companion  and  the  devoted  mother  was  called  to  her 
reward.  The  great  loss  to  him  and  loved  ones  was  never  overcome.  Mr. 
Van  Voorst  was  a constituent  member  of  the  Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church, 
ever  ready  to  help  bear  its  burdens  and  sacrifice  for  its  interests. 
Following  this  lie  united  with  the  West  Point  church  nearer  his  home, 
where  he  manifested  the  same  interest.  When  the  two  churches  were 
merged  together  and  formed  the  Springdale  Baptist  Church  he  identified 
himself  with  the  same  and  took  an  active  and  leading  part  in  building 
the  new  church  and  greafly  rejoiced  in  its  final  completion  and  dedica- 
tion free  from  debt.  He  continued  his  membership  with  the  same  until 
his  death.” 

In  his  political  associations  the  late  Mr.  Van  Voorst  was  one  of  the 
most  ardent  democrats  in  White  County,  though  he  was  not  a seeker  for 
the  honors  of  office,  and  consented  only  to  serve  as  a member  of  the 
county  council  one  term.  He  had  no  secret  order  affiliations,  and  his 
long  and  useful  life  was  devoted  to  his  business  as  a farmer,  to  his  church, 
to  his  home  and  children  and  grandchildren,  and  as  one  of  the  burden 
bearers  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

John  R.  Nelson.  In  the  prosperous  little  Village  of  Wolcott  and 
in  the  agricultural  community  of  West  Point  Township  one  of  the  chief 
factors  in  business  enterprise  is  John  R.  Nelson,  who  while  essentially  a 
farmer  has  also  identified  himself  with  the  business  activities  of  Wolcott 
and  is  vice  president  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Company  which  operates 
the  new  elevator  in  that  town.  Mr.  Nelson  has  spent  his  life  in  White 
County  and  long  years  of  industry,  honorable  dealings  with  his  fellow 
men,  and  strict  observance  of  the  principles  of  integrity  have  given  him 
a high  esteem  in  this  community. 

His  father  was  the  late  Henry  Nelson,  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
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of  White  County,  who  for  a great  many  years  had  been  engaged  in 
farming  near  the  Meadow  Lake  Church  in  West  Point  Township.  Henry 
Nelson,  a son  of  Robert  and  Hester  (Atkinson)  Nelson,  was  born  May 
19,  1842,  at  Beverley,  Yorkshire,  England.  While  growing  up  there  he 
received  a limited  education  in  a boys’  school,  but  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  1859,  accompanied  the  family  on  its  removal  to  America.  The 
Nelsons  located  at  Luray  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
associated  with  his  father  and  older  brother  Peter  in  the  building  of 
wagons,  buggies  and  the  operation  of  a general  repair  shop. 

On  March  23,  1865,  Hemy  Nelson  married  Miss  Almeda  Goss,  who 
was  born  in  Hardin  County,  Ohio,  a daughter  of  John  Goss.  To  their 
marriage  were  born  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  one 
son  and  one  daughter  dying  in  infancy.  The  oldest  is  Peter  William, 
who  is  now  station  agent  at  Brookston;  John  Robert  is  the  second  in 
age;  Henry  Harvey  lives  at  Rose  Lawn,  Indiana;  Charles  Frank  lives 
at  Chalmers ; Fred  Clifton  and  George  Albert  both  reside  at  Rose  Lawn ; 
and  Grace  May  died  September  16,  1892.  In  1878  Henry  Nelson  brought 
his  family  to  West  Point  Township  in  White  County  and  he  lived  there 
for  thirty-one  years.  Early  in  1909  he  sold  his  farming  implements 
and  stock  and  moved  with  his  wife  and  two  sons  on  the  15th  of  February 
to  Rose  Lawn  where  he  had  purchased  a little  home  and  was  planning 
to  enjoy  a season  of  rest.  There  after  a brief  illness  he  died  March  21, 
1909,  aged  sixty-six  years  ten  months  and  two  days.  He  was  survived 
by  his  widow  and  the  six  sons  already  mentioned.  Henry  Nelson  was  a 
man  of  many  excellent  traits  of  character.  In  politics  he  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  without  making  any  effort  to  advance  himself  in 
political  favor.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Hebron,  Ohio.  He  was  a faithful  and  devoted  husband,  a 
kind  father,  and  a man  who  strove  to  realize  the  ideals  associated  with 
truth,  justice  and  honor.  It  is  a pleasant  task  to  be  able  to  record  that 
these  fundamental  qualities  of  character  have  been  reproduced  and  find 
expression  in  the  lives  of  his  children. 

John  Robert  Nelson,  whose  activities  have  brought  him  in  such  close 
touch  with  the  agricultural  and  business  interests  of  his  home  township, 
was  born  June  23,  1868,  near  Newark,  Ohio,  and  was  about  ten  years 
of  age  when  the  family  came  to  White  County.  Studious  in  his  boy- 
hood, he  gained  an  adequate  education  and  is  remembered  by  many 
people  for  his  successful  work  as  a teacher.  He  taught  eleven  terms 
in  his  home  township.  The  record  of  this  service  includes  one  term  at 
the  Snyder  School,  one  at  the  Walker,  one  at  Salem  in  Benton  County, 
two  at  Brownedge,  two  at  West  Point,  two  at  Wynekoop,  and  for  three 
years  he  was  in  the  primary  department  of  the  Meadow  Lake  School. 
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Since  then  his  career  has  been  almost  entirely  taken  up  with  his  farming 
interests. 

On  January  31,  1891,  Mr.  Nelson  married  Miss  Margaret  A.  Jones, 
daughter  of  J.  C.  and  Ellen  (Pugh)  Jones,  who  are  mentioned  on  other 
pages.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  three  children : Albert  H.,  Eleanor 
M.  and  Mary  A.  The  oldest,  Albert,  is  making  his  mark  in  the  educa- 
tional world.  He  was  graduated  A.  B.  from  Wabash  College  at  Craw- 
fordsville  in  1913,  and  in  the  following  year  received  his  degree  Master 
of  Arts  from  the  same  institution.  At  this  writing  he  is  assistant 
instructor  in  the  English  department  of  the  Oklahoma  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  College  at  Stillwater,  Oklahoma. 

An  active  democrat,  Mr.  Nelson  has  given  some  capable  public  service 
to  his  home  township.  He  served  three  years  as  township  assessor, 
finishing  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Stephen  Plummer,  and  for  four 
years  had  the  responsibilities  of  the  local  schools  in  the  office  of  town- 
ship trustee.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meadow  Lake  Presby- 
terian Church.  Their  home  is  on  the  old  Backus  farm,  where  Mr.  Nelson 
superintends  the  cultivation  of  265  acres  of  land. 

Sidney  L.  Chaffee.  The  tendency  of  young  men  of  scientific  and 
liberal  education  and  of  exact  and  practical  business  training  to  embark 
in  agriculture  is  one  of  the  wholesome  signs  of  the  times.  It  means 
not  only  that  the  true  dignity  of  the  calling  is  now  being  better 
appreciated,  but  also  that  the  introduction  of  such  a vigorous  and  high 
minded  class  of  young  men  to  the  profession  will  result  in  greatly 
increased  standards  of  farm  life  and  management,  so  that  in  a generation 
or  two  the  old  fashioned  type  of  farmer,  who  has  been  the  subject  of 
so  much  ridicule,  will  become  obsolete  if  not  entirely  extinct. 

No  better  illustration  of  the  scientific  modern  farmer  who,  contrary 
to  a somewhat  persistent  opinion,  does  not  find  college  degrees  a handicap 
in  his  profession,  is  Sidney  L.  Chaffee,  one  of  the  owners  and  the  active 
manager  of  the  Cloverdale  Stock  Farm,  situated  five  miles  west  of 
Chalmers  in  West  Point  Township.  This  place  is  perhaps  more  famil- 
iarly known  as  the  Chaffee  Farm,  and  comprises  fully  960  acres.  The 
land  has  been  in  the  ownership  of  the  Chaffee  family  for  fully  half  a 
century.  Sidney  L.  Chaffee  is  now  a third  owner  and  has  the  entire 
management  of  the  farm.  His  grandfather  Sidney  L.  Chaffee  bought 
land  in  White  County  about  1865  to  the  extent  of  some  2,200  or  2,300 
acres.  From  him  its  ownership  descended  to  Charles  B.  Chaffee,  father 
of  Sidney  L.,  and  thence  to  the  present  heirs.  For  many  years  the  land 
was  only  nominally  productive  and  valuable,  but  more  recently,  especially 
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since  Sidney  L.  Chaffee  has  taken  possession,  has  been  converted  into 
one  of  the  finest  stock  farms  in  Northwestern  Indiana. 

Sidney  L.  Chaffee  was  born  at  Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio,  February  27, 
1882,  a son  of  Charles  B.  and  Alma  A.  (Freet)  Chaffee,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ohio  and  of  English  descent.  Mr.  Chaffee  was  liberally 
educated,  attending  the  high  school  at  Cleveland,  was  graduated  Ph.  B. 
from  Western  Reserve  University  with  the  Class  of  1904,  and  in  1907 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  the  Case  School  of  Applied 
Science  at  Cleveland.  Then  for  two  years  he  was  an  instructor  in  the 
civil  engineering  department  at  Cornell  University,  and  from  that 
institution  received  his  degree  of  Civil  Engineer  in  1909.  For  the 
following  two  years  he  was  in  Chicago  connected  with  the  bridge  depart- 
ment of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & Quincy  Railway,  but  in  June,  1911, 
came  to  White  County  to  assume  the  management  of  the  Cloverdale 
Stock  Farm. 

On  June  27,  1911,  Mr.  Chaffee  married  Miss  Nannie  Nutting,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  John  D.  Nutting  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Of  their  three  children 
one  died  in  infancy  and  the  other  two  are  named  Sidney  Bernard  and 
Charles  Carroll  Nutting.  Mr.  Chaffee  usually  votes  for  the  best  man, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Springdale  Baptist  Church. 

William  Henry  Gray.  The  life  of  the  late  William  Henry  Gray, 
which  came  to  a close  at  his  home  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  February 
9,  1913,  was  of  more  than  ordinary  length  in  point  of  years,  and  in 
point  of  achievements  was  broad  and  beneficent  measured  by  any 
standard  used  in  estimating  the  worth  of  the  individual  in  human 
affairs. 

William  Henry  Gray  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Illinois,  in 
February,  1836,  and  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  He  was  one 
of  seven  children  born  to  John  and  Mary  (Deever)  Gray,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  His  father,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  was 
married  at  Bedford,  and  this  second  wife  and  three  children  are  buried 
in  that  community. 

William  H.  Gray  had  his  early  education  in  Marshall  County,  where 
he  grew  up  to  manhood.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  he  lost  his 
father,  and  from  that  time  forward  was  largely  dependent  upon  him- 
self. He  was  self-educated  and  self-made,  but  the  endowment  of  a good 
intellect  and  an  energetic  disposition  enabled  him  to  accomplish  more 
than  most  of  his  contemporaries.  He  was  a farmer,  and  was  peculiarly 
successful  as  a stock  raiser,  and  in  his  lifetime  handled  many  thousands 
of  hogs  and  cattle.  At  his  death  his  estate  was  represented  by  about 
900  acres  located  partly  in  Illinois  and  partly  in  Indiana.  In  1906  he 
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had  removed  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  bought  half  a section  of 
land  in  Honey  Creek  Township,  where  Mrs.  Gray,  his  widow,  now  lives. 

The  late  Mr.  Gray  outside  of  business  was  noted  for  one  enthusiasm, 
his  religion  and  church  work.  At  his  death  he  left  property  for  the 
benefit  of  several  different  churches.  He  was  a teacher  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  his  own  life  was  an  exemplar  of  practical  Christianity.  He 
belonged  to  no  secret  orders,  and  in  politics  was  a stanch  republican  of 
the  old  school. 

Mr.  Gray  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Augusta  Kircher. 
On  May  16,  1900,  he  married  Julia  R.  Rogers,  who  survived  him  and 
has  her  home  in  White  County.  Her  parents  were  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Miller)  Rogers,  Ohio  people.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Gray  had  one 
son,  John,  who  died  at  Bloomington,  Illinois,  leaving  a son  Allen  Gray. 

John  T.  Rader.  Noteworthy  among  the  able  and  successful  agricul- 
turists of  White  County  who,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  chosen  occupation 
acquired  a sufficient  amount  of  this  world’s  goods  to  enable  them  to 
spend  the  later  years  of  their  lives  retired  from  active  labor  was  the 
late  John  T.  Rader,  of  Wolcott.  He  was  born,  October  27,  1840,  in 
Henry  County,  Indiana,  of  pioneer  ancestry. 

His  father,  Peter  S.  Rader,  a native  of  Tennessee,  was  a brick  mason 
by  trade,  and  to  some  extent  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  married,  in 
Tennessee,  Margaret  Lintz,  who  was  born  in  Germany.  Not  very  long 
after  that  event  he  came  with  his  family  northward,  locating  first  in 
Henry  County,  Indiana,  later  going  to  Rushville,  Indiana,  where  he 
resided  until  1858.  Coming  in  that  year  to  White  County,  he  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Palestine  a number  of  years,  from  there  removing  to 
Rushville,  Illinois,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining 
days. 

Brought  up  and  educated  in  Rushville,  Indiana,  John  T.  Rader 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  plasterer’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
several  years,  at  the  same  time  becoming  familiar  with  the  many  branches 
of  agriculture  while  assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  Accompany- 
ing his  parents  to  White  County,  he  subsequently  became  owner  of  a 
farm  advantageously  located  in  Princeton  Township,  near  Palestine. 
During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  war,  he  offered  his  services  to  his 
country,  enlisting  in  Company  G,  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  being  mustered  in  at  Kentucky.  Continuing  with  his 
command  until  honorably  discharged  at  Indianapolis,  in  1865,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  many  engagements  along  Red  River,  and  participated 
in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  never,  however,  being  wounded.  Returning 
to  White  County,  Mr.  Rader  resumed  his  work  as  an  agriculturist,  and 
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as  a stock-raiser  and  farmer  was  exceedingly  successful.  In  1894  he 
settled  permanently  in  Wolcott,  where  he  lived,  honored  and  respected 
by  all,  until  his  death,  March  6,  1914.  A stanch  republican  in  politics, 
he  took  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  never  shirked  the  responsi- 
bilities of  office,  having  served  for  thirty  years  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  as  town  constable. 

Mr.  Rader  married,  January  20,  1860,  Miss  Frances  Norton,  who  was 
born  in  Rockingham  County,  Virginia.  Her  father,  Rice  Norton,  married 
Mary  Odell,  and  about  1847  came  with  his  family  from  North  Carolina 
to  White  County,  where  his  death  occurred  when  Mrs.  Rader  was  about 
four  years  old.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Norton,  subsequently  married  for 
•her  second  husband  James  Templeton,  and  both  spent  their  remaining 
years  in  White  County.  Eight  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rader,  namely:  Margaret;  Dora;  James;  Albert;  May, 

deceased;  Beatrice;  Cloyd;  and  Maud.  Fraternally  Mr.  Rader  was  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  religiously  Mrs. 
Rader  and  her  family  are  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

Joseph  H.  Clary.  Both  the  Clary  and  Smelcer  families,  of  which 
Joseph  H.  Clary  is  descended,  were  companions  of  the  wilderness  in 
early  White  County,  and  he  is  himself  not  only  a sharer  in  the  prosperity 
unfolded  by  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  these  pioneers,  but  has  himself 
been  a witness  to  and  a participant  in  the  wonderful  changes  which 
have  transformed  this  section  of  Northwestern  Indiana  from  an  unpro- 
ductive, valueless  waste  into  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  valuable  farm 
regions  of  the  state. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Clary  is  on  a well  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  section  16  of  Princeton  Township.  He  was  born  on  the  old  Smelcer 
farm  in  Prairie  Township,  March  9,  1850,  a son  of  James  S.  and 
Susanna  M.  (Smelcer)  Clary.  His  father,  who  was  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, came  to  White  County  in  1845,  when  very  little  had  been  done  in 
the  progress  of  civilization  over  most  of  the  county.  He  located  in 
Prairie,  and  was  married  there  in  1848  to  Miss  Smelcer,  who  was  a 
native  of  Union  County,  Indiana.  Her  father,  Samuel  Smelcer,  found 
himself  almost  entirely  alone  and  occupying  an  isolated  position  in  the 
wilderness  of  White  County  when  he  first  arrived  in  1830  and  settled  in 
Prairie  Township  one  mile  east  of  where  Brookston  now  stands.  Samuel 
Smelcer  was  born  in  Tennessee  October  4,  1804.  At  an  early  age  his 
mother  was  left  a widow  with  a family  of  children,  Samuel  being  one  of 
the  younger.  His  mother  kept  the  family  together  until  all  came  to 
mature  years.  Samuel  Smelcer  married  Sarah  Mesmore,  and  not  long 
afterward  they  came  to  Union  County,  Indiana,  and  on  moving  to  White 
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County  they  made  the  journey  with  ox  teams  in  the  month  of  March 
through  what  was  then  called  the  Wilderness.  It  snowed  seventeen  days 
during  their  journey.  They  crossed  swollen  streams,  the  oxen  sometimes 
swimming  through  the  turbulent  waters.  There  was  no  feed  for  the  oxen, 
and  at  places  they  had  to  cut  the  branches  of  young  timber  to  give  fodder 
for  the  cattle.  For  a number  of  years  after  coming  to  White  County 
Samuel  Smelcer  and  his  neighbors  hauled  their  wheat  to  Chicago,  where 
it  was  sold,  and  they  then  bought  with  the  proceeds  the  necessaries  of 
life  sufficient  to  tide  them  over  to  the  next  harvest.  In  the  early  days 
White  County  was  a great  country  for  game,  and  Samuel  Smelcer  was  an 
expert  rifle  shot,  and  many  a deer  and  wolf  fell  before  his  trusty  rifle. 
In  June,  1881,  while  he  was  at  work  repairing  his  porch  floor,  he  fell 
dead,  probably  due  to  heart  disease. 

Samuel  Smelcer  was  not  only  an  early  settler  but  a very  prominent 
citizen  in  the  early  days.  For  twenty-one  years  he  held  the  office  of 
county  commissioner,  and  along  with  his  work  as  a farmer  combined  the 
trade  of  wagon  maker,  and  had  a shop  which  provided  an  important 
service  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  of  German  descent, 
was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He 
and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  Lovina,  Susanna,  Marion, 

Ilezekiah,  Levi,  Mary,  Sarah,  Samuel  and  Canarissa.  Of  these  the  only 
two  now  living  are  Hezekiah  and  Samuel. 

A few  years  after  his  marriage  James  Clary  and  wife  located  in 
February,  1851,  on  section  23  in  Princeton  Township,  and  that  was 
their  home  throughout  the  rest  of  his  industrious  and  useful  career. 
He  died  July  23,  1895,  and  is  laid  to  rest  in  Prairie  Township.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1871.  James  Clary  was  a republican  without 
political  aspirations,  and  was  a substantial  farmer  in  his  day  and  gen- 
eration. To  the  marriage  of  James  and  Susanna  Clary  was  born  eight 
children:  Joseph  H. ; Jasper  N.,  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years;  Samuel,  James  and  William,  all  deceased;  Lucy,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  leaving  a son  James  by  her  marriage  to 
Ernest  M.  Robathan ; and  the  youngest  died  unnamed. 

Joseph  H.  Clary  made  the  best  possible  use  of  the  advantages  of  the 
early  schools  found  in  White  County  and  by  the  time  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  was  qualified  to  direct  other  young  minds  in  the  quest  of 
knowledge.  From  1868  to  1875  he  spent  most  of  his  time  as  a teacher 
either  in  Princeton  or  West  Point  Township.  For  three  terms  he  taught 
the  Clover  Green  District,  spent  two  years  in  the  West  Point  Township 
schools,  and  for  one  term  had  charge  of  the  Willow  Grove  School.  Many 
of  his  former  scholars,  now  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  are  still 
living  in  White  County. 
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While  still  following  the  profession  of  teacher  Mr.  Clary  was  married 
March  7,  1872,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Wright,  a daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Carmine)  Wright.  The  Wright  family  came  to  White  County  about 
1850  and  the  name  has  been  well  known  here  ever  since.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clary  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Guy;  Roy,  who  was  killed 
by  a dog  in  1887 ; the  third,  a son,  died  unnamed ; and  Homer. 

The  enterprise  Avhich  he  has  directed  for  so  many  years  as  a means 
of  livelihood  has  been  chiefly  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and 
he  has  made  a specialty  of  the  Poland-Cliina  hogs.  His  farm  is  all 
under  cultivation  and  well  improved  and  the  judgment  and  ability  with 
which  he  has  handled  its  management  has  also  caused  his  services  to  be 
called  upon  for  public  duty.  Mr.  Clary  served  two  terms  as  county 
drainage  commissioner  and  wherever  possible  has  used  his  influence  for 
local  improvements.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  she  takes  much  interest  in  its  work,  while  he  has  served 
either  as  elder  or  deacon  of  that  denomination  for  forty  years.  In  politics 
he  is  a democrat. 

Moses  G.  Dobbins.  A public-spirited,  prominent,  and  influential 
citizen  of  Princeton  Township,  Moses  G.  Dobbins  is  distinguished  not 
only  as  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  White  County, 
but  as  a native-born  resident  of  the  place,  his  birth  having  occurred, 
January  25,  1850,  on  the  parental  homestead  of  forty  acres  lying  jiyst 
east  of  his  own  farm.  His  father,  the  late  Jackson  Dobbins,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  one  of  the  seven  sons  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Dobbins, 
and  in  1849  settled  in  White  County,  becoming  a pioneer  of  Princeton 
Township.  Further  account  of  him  may  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  volume,  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Dobbins’  brother, 
Robert  F.  Dobbins. 

Acquiring  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  school,  Moses 
G.  Dobbins  afterwards  continued  his  studies  for  five  years  in  Logans- 
port.  He  was  well  drilled  in  the  various  branches  of  agriculture  on  the 
home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  began  life  for  himself 
as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  assuming  management  of  his  present  estate,  lying 
in  section  36,  town  28,  range  6,  west.  An  able  and  skilful  agriculturist, 
Mr.  Dobbins  has  made  improvements  of  value  on  his  farm,  placing  his 
rich  and  fertile  land  in  an  excellent  productive  condition,  and  is  well 
rewarded  for  his  labor  in  his  abundant  harvests  from  year  to  year.  He 
takes  considerable  interest  in  public  affairs,  being  identified  with  the 
republican  party,  but,  with  the  exception  of  having  served  as  county 
councilman,  has  held  no  office. 

The  Dobbins  Cemetery  was  formerly  a part  of  the  old  Dobbins 
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homestead,  the  original  tract  having  been  given  for  use  as  a burying- 
ground  by  Mr.  Jackson  Dobbins,  father  of  Mr.  Dobbins,  who,  in  1880, 
deeded  to  the  cemetery  trustees  another  tract  of  adjoining  land,  con- 
taining 21/2  acres.  The  first  burial  in  the  yard  was  that  of  a child 
named  Brown,  in  1849.  The  next  to  be  there  buried  were  a child  named 
Eurice,  and  then  the  body  of  John  Porter  was  there  laid  to  rest.  Mary 
T.  Dobbins,  a child  of  eighteen  months,  was  the  next  one  there  buried, 
but  after  that  time  the  cemetery  became  more  rapidly  filled,  there  being 
at  least  200  people,  including  the  parents  of  Mr.  Dobbins,  and  other 
relatives,  there  buried. 

Mr.  Dobbins  married,  February  21,  1877,  Rebecca  J.  Kinney,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Lucinda  Kinney,  pioneers  of  White  County. 
Five  children  blessed  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobbins,  namely : 
Lena,  wife  of  George  H.  Hemphill,  of  Ayolcott;  Maud,  living  at  home; 
Minta,  wife  of  Otto  Hemphill ; Fred  J.,  who  married  Winna  Lear ; and 
Mabel,  wife  of  Elgy  Miller.  Mrs.  Dobbins,  who  was  a most  estimable 
woman,  passed  to  the  life  beyond  May  18,  1911,  her  body  being  laid  to 
rest  in  the  family  lot  in  Dobbins  Cemetery.  Religiously  Mr.  Dobbins 
is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Dobbins  likewise 
belonged.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Wolcott  Lodge  No.  180.  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons,  at  Wolcott. 

Joseph  M.  Yogel.  Representing  the  substantial  German- American 
citizenship  which  has  done  so  much  to  improve  and  develop  the  agricul- 
tural resources  of  this  country,  Joseph  M.  Yogel  has  spent  more  than 
fifteen  years  in  White  County  and  as  a farmer  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  efficient  and  prosperous  in  Princeton  Township.  Few  men 
who  came  to  manhood  some  thirty  years  ago  with  as  limited  prospects 
and  material  possessions  as  Mr.  Yogel  have  since  gone  forward  so  rapidly 
and  gained  such  a substantial  interest  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Yogel  is  a Bavarian,  having  been  born  in  that  portion  of  the 
German  Empire  September  22,  1864,  a son  of  Joseph  J.  and  Anna 
(Rodenhoever)  Yogel.  His  father  followed  the  son  to  America,  and 
lived  in  his  home  until  his  death.  Joseph  M.  Yogel  acquired  a sub- 
stantial education  after  the  German  custom  and  had  some  training 
which  proved  advantageous  when  he  landed  in  the  New  World,  though 
otherwise  he  was  at  a disadvantage  in  competing  with  young  men  of 
his  age,  since  he  knew  little  of  the  language  and  had  nothing  to  commend 
himself  beyond  the  labor  of  his  hands  and  a willingness  to  make  himself 
useful.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  in  1883  he  landed  in  New  York  and 
came  on  west  to  Livingston  County,  Illinois,  where  he  gained  his  start. 

In  1888  Mr.  Vogel  married  Miss  Rosa  Milefchik,  who  was  also  a 
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native  of  Germany.  She  has  proved  a loyal  assistant  to  him  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  has  been  a devoted  wife  and  mother, 
and  they  have  a fine  family  of  seven  children.  Henry  M.,  the  oldest,  is 
now  a farmer  in  Pocahontas,  Iowa,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Estella 
Graham  has  one  child  named  Irene.  John  T.,  James  P.,  Joseph  F., 
Louis  V.,  Lillian  A.  and  Francis  are  the  names  of  the  other  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living  at  home. 

Two  miles  northwest  of  Wolcott  in  Princeton  Township  is  situated 
the  Maple  Grove  Farm.  That  is  where  the  Vogel  family  reside,  and  its 
improvements  and  productiveness  are  a fine  tribute  to  Mr.  Vogel’s 
energies  and  business  like  methods  as  an  agriculturist.  There  are  320 
acres  in  the  farm,  and  in  the  course  of  many  years  Mr.  Vogel  has 
wrought  some  remarkable  changes  in  the  place.  He  has  stood  for 
progress,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  invest  capital  in  such  improvements 
as  covered  tile  drainage.  When  he  found  his  farm  it  was  drained  only 
by  open  ditches,  and  he  has  since  spent  some  $6,000  or  $7,000  in 
effectively  tiling  his  land.  His  example  in  this  respect  has  proved  of 
benefit  to  the  entire  community.  In  addition  to  his  fine  farm  Mr.  Vogel 
also  owns  stock  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Elevator  Company  at  Wol- 
cott. In  politics  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  rather  than  for 
the  party  label,  and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Catholic  Church  at  Remington.  He  favors  education  and  all  causes 
which  will  secure  greater  benefit  to  the  community. 

Charles  H.  Kleist.  Undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
popular  citizens  of  White  County  is  Charles  H.  Kleist,  whose  name 
requires  little  introduction  to  the  people  of  the  county  on  account  of 
his  capable  service  as  county  recorder  for  several  years,  and  in  the 
community  about  Wolcott,  where  he  has  spent  most  of  his  life,  he  has 
long  been  one  of  the  leading  citizens  and  is  now  cashier  of  the  Citizens 
State  Bank. 

His  family,  which  originated  in  Posen,  Germany,  was  established  in 
White  County  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  His  father  was  Rudolph  Kleist, 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  about  1869  at  Bradford  as  it 
was  then  known,  now  the  City  of  Monon.  From  the  very  modest  circum- 
stances in  which  he  came  to  White  County  he  soon  found  the  means  to 
advance  himself  in  community  esteem  and  secure  a sufficiency  of  this 
world’s  goods.  About  1865  he  removed  to  Reynolds.  In  the  old  country 
he  had  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet  maker,  and  at  Reynolds  from  1865 
to  1883  worked  as  a carpenter  and  also  conducted  a furniture  and 
undertaking  business.  His  death  occurred  February  13,  1883,  and  he 
is  buried  in  the  Bunnell  Cemetery  southeast  of  Revnolds.  A distinctive 
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part  of  his  record  is  his  service  to  his  adopted  country  during  the  Civil 
war.  He  enlisted  in  Company  G of  the  famous  Forty-sixth  Indiana 
Infantry,  veteranized  at  the  end  of  his  term,  and  was  with  the  command 
until  honorably  discharged  in  1865.  He  not  only  carried  a musket  but 
also  performed  most  of  the  clerical  work  for  the  regimental  commanders, 
being  a fine  penman.  He  was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  politics  mainly  a republican,  though  in  1878  he  was 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  office  of  county  recorder  on  the  green- 
back ticket.  Besides  these  items  which  indicate  his  useful  position  in 
the  community,  he  was  also  materially  prospered,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owned  some  town  property  and  160  acres  of  farming  land. 
Rudolph  Kleist  married  Johanna  Swantes,  who  was  also  born  in  Posen, 
Germany.  Their  two  oldest  children  died  in  infancy,  and  the  other 
four  are  mentioned : Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Seward  Phillips  and 
lives  in  Chicago ; Emma  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  T.  D.  Moore  of  Spokane, 
Washington;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  R.  E.  Powell  of  Reynolds;  and  the  sixth 
and  youngest  is  Charles  H. 

Charles  H.  Kleist  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Reynolds,  April  3,  1870, 
and  practically  all  his  life  has  been  spent  in  White  County.  With 
only  such  advantages  as  the  common  schools  could  then  bestow,  he  has 
since  early  youth  been  a resourceful  and  energetic  worker.  While  living 
at  Reynolds  he  learned  telegraphy,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  was 
employed  by  the  Monon  Railway.  From  1889  to  1904,  a period  of 
fifteen  years,  he  was  an  operator  and  agent  at  various  places,  spending 
six  years  as  agent  at  Reynolds  and  five  years  at  Brookston.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  gained  a large  acquaintance  over  the  county  and  had 
become  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  democratic  party.  In  1904  he  was. 
elected  county  recorder,  and  held  that  office  in  the  courthouse  at  Mon- 
ticello  from  1904  to  1912  a period  of  eight  years.  Prior  to  leaving  the 
office  he  became  cashier  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank  at  Wolcott  in 
August,  1911,  and  for  several  years  the  duties  of  that  position  have 
commanded  most  of  his  time  and  attention.  Prior  to  his  election  as 
county  recorder  he  served  three  years  from  1893  to  1895  as  town  trustee, 
and  was  clerk  of  the  Town  of  Reynolds  for  one  year  in  1892.  Among 
other  interests  Mr.  Kleist  is  owner  of  160  acres  of  land  near  Reynolds. 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  92,  F.  & A.  M.  at  Gosport, 
Indiana,  with  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Monticello,  and  with  the  Con- 
sistory of  the  Scottish  Rite  and  the  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Indianapolis.  On  October  25,  1899,  while  still  in  the  railway  service, 
Mr.  Kleist  married  Mabel  V.  Ashley,  a daughter  of  George  and  Margaret 
(Cowger)  Ashley  of  Monticello,  both  parents  being  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kleist ’s  only  child,  Karl  E.,  is  now  deceased. 
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John  Barton  Bunnell.  A name  that  has  been  significant  of  honest 
worth  and  of  thorough  capabilities  both  in  its  private  and  public  rela- 
tions, has  been  that  of  Bunnell  since  the  early  days  in  White  County. 
The  late  John  Barton  Bunnell  was  one  of  the  real  pioneers  in  Princeton 
Township. 

So  far  as  can  be  determined  he  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Porter  County,  Indiana,  where  his 
father  died.  In  the  early  '40s.  with  his  mother,  he  came  into  White 
County  and  subsequently  his  life  was  closely  contemporaneous  with  the 
growth  of  the  county  from  its  pioneer  stages.  His  mother  died  in  White 
County.  Mr.  Bunnell  was  a practical  farmer,  a shrewd  but  exceedingly 
scrupulous  business  man.  and  the  result  of  his  labors  were  found  in  the 
accumulation  of  about  600  acres  of  land.  He  was  a general  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  and  seemed  to  prosper  in  every  undertaking.  He  became 
learned  to  some  extent  in  the  law,  and  for  a number  of  years  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  an  impartial  administrator  of 
justice.  He  was  prominent  in  early  public  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  republican  party. 

John  B.  Bunnell  married  Sarah  M.  Lear  who  was  born  in  Virginia 
July  8,  1828.  To  their  marriage  were  born  seven  children:  Nancy  J.. 
now  Mrs.  Sam  Spencer;  Thomas  Jefferson,  now  deceased;  Maria, 
deceased:  Alice,  deceased:  Milton  M. ; Teal,  deceased:  and  Homer,  also 
deceased.  The  father  of  these  children  died  about  1888.  and  is  buried 
in  the  Dobbins  Cemetery.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order  and  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church.  His  widow  is  still  living 
at  an  advanced  age.  her  home  being  at  Wolcott. 

The  only  surviving  son  who  now  bears  the  name  is  Milton  M.  Bunnell, 
who  has  a fine  country  home  of  159  acres  in  section  18  of  Princeton 
Township.  He  was  born  in  that  locality  July  25.  1857,  and  for  many" 
years  was  one  of  the  township's  most  industrious  citizens.  Besides 
farming  he  was  also  a well  driller.  In  1877  Mr.  Bunnell  married  Libbie 
Carmine,  who  became  the  mother  of  three  children : Vera  and  Ray  and 
Roy,  twins.  Following  her  death  in  1906  Mr.  Bunnell  married  Miss 
Anna  Snickenberger.  In  politics  Mr.  Bunnell  is  a republican,  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

Emory  B.  Sellers  at  fourteen  years  of  age  left  his  home  and  started 
life's  battle  on  his  own  responsibility.  He  was  born  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio.  July  4,  1851,  and  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  came  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  and  found  work  on  a farm  belonging  to  Josephus 
Lowe  near  Monon.  To  him  an  education  was  as  much  as  a necessity  to  his 
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future  career.  lie  attended  the  Brookston  Academy,  at  intervals  teach- 
ing school,  his  first  term  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  early  deter- 
mined that  the  law  should  be  his  permanent  vocation,  and  began  its 
study  in  the  few  night  hours  after  a weary  day  of  work.  He  took  a 
course  in  the  Chicago  Law  School  at  Chicago,  was  compelled  to  leave 
school  on  account  of  lack  of  funds,  and  in  order  to  supply  this  need, 
among  other  things,  he  worked  for  a time  as  a brakeman  on  the  Illinois 
Central  Railway. 

On  March  22,  1872,  Mr.  Sellers  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Alfred 
W.  Reynolds  at  Monticello,  and  with  that  old  time  lawyer  finally  formed 
a partnership,  which  continued  until  the  election  of  Mr.  Reynolds  to 
the  Circuit  Court  Bench  in  1888.  In  the  meantime,  in  1884,  Mr.  Sellers 
had  been  elected  as  State  Senator  from  the  counties  of  White,  Carroll 
and  Pulaski,  serving  through  two  sessions  and  then  resigning  to  accept 
President  Cleveland’s  appointment  as  United  States  District  Attorney. 
He  held  that  office  until  after  the  election  of  Benjamin  Harrison  as 
President,  then  returned  to  Monticello  to  continue  his  interrupted 
practice.  From  1889  to  1900  Mr.  Sellers  was  a partner  with  William 
E.  Uhl,  but  since  1900  has  conducted  an  individual  business  as  a lawyer. 

For  forty  years  Mr.  Sellers  has  been  the  local  attorney  for  the  Monon 
and  the  Pennsylvania,  railroads,  and  for  eighteen  years  has  served  the 
Wabash  Railway  in  a similar  capacity.  Mr.  Sellers  is  a member  of  the 
National  Conference  on  Uniform  Laws,  and  belongs  to  the  Indiana 
State  and  the  American  Bar  Associations.  He  is  a thirty-second  degree 
Mason  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  in  politics  a democrat. 

Henry  Chamberlin.  One  of  the  oldest  residents  of  White  County 
is  Henry  Chamberlin  of  Big  Creek  Township.  He  has  lived  in  this 
part  of  Indiana  so  many  years  that  his  range  of  recollection  comprises 
practically  every  phase  of  development  and  improvement  that  would  be 
mentioned  in  any  general  survey  of  local  history.  The  activities  of  his 
life  have  been  largely  concentrated  on  farming,  and  his  fine  farm  in 
Big  Creek  Township  represents  to  a great  extent  improvements  that 
bear  the  direct  impress  of  his  own  labor  and  management.  He  is  a 
prosperous  citizen  and  a man  of  fine  reputation  in  that  part  of  the 
county. 

Henry  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1830,  son  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Thatcher)  Chamberlin.  He 
was  the  second  in  a family  of  ten  children.  His  mother  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  his  father  in  Pennsylvania.  In  early  life  Aaron  Chamber- 
lin was  employed  in  rafting  on  the  Delaware  River,  and  later  took  up 
farming  in  Ontario  County,  New  York,  where  he  was  married.  In  the 
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fall  of  1834  he  brought  his  family  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  when 
Henry  Chamberlin  was  about  four  years  of  age.  In  the  spring  of  1837 
they  removed  to  Tippecanoe  County,  where  his  father  farmed  on  shares 
until  the  spring  of  1843,  and  then  moved  to  West  Point  Township  in 
White  County.  Here  he  entered  a quarter  section  of  land,  and  made 
that  his  home  until  his  death  on  February  29,  1849.  His  widow  survived 
him  many  years,  passing  away  May  30,  1882. 

Henry  Chamberlin  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  White 
County,  grew  up  on  his  father’s  homestead,  and  had  only  the  limited 
education  which  the  local  schools  of  that  day  could  supply,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  little  household  precluded  regular  attendance  even  at 
such  schools  as  were  available.  After  his  father’s  death,  when  he  had 
arrived  at  manhood  he  went  out  to  work  by  the  month  for  other  farmers, 
and  was  also  employed  along  the  old  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal.  This  was 
his  principal  work  for  four  years.  In  the  spring  of  1859  Mr.  Chamber- 
lin bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  Its  present  condition  shows 
how  well  he  acquitted  himself  of  the  heavy  task  of  improvement.  He 
opened  up  ditches,  from  time  to  time  invested  in  tile  and  thus  cleared 
away  the  water  which  made  such  a formidable  obstacle  to  agriculture, 
and  at  the  same  time  cleared  away  the  woods  and  the  brush.  He  also 
erected  substantial  buildings. 

On  March  2,  1854,  Mr.  Chamberlin  married  Catherine  J.  Biddle, 
who  was  born  in  the  City  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  March  11,  1838. 
Mrs.  Chamberlin  died  November  23,  1913,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  To 
their  union  were  born  five  children,  only  three  of  whom  grew  up  and  the 
only  one  now  living  is  Henrietta,  wife  of  Ira  Baldwin,  and  still  living  in 
White  County.  The  daughter,  Clara,  who  died  some  years  ago,  married 
Harry  McClain;  while  Edward  H.  died  unmarried. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  is  a Mason  and  in  politics  a democrat.  When  he 
came  to  this  county  seventy  years  ago  there  were  no  towns  of  any 
importance,  and  none  of  the  large  cities  of  the  state  had  yet  advanced 
beyond  the  village  stage.  He  can  recall  the  time  when  the  building  of 
the  Monon  Railroad  was  a subject  of  general  discussion  in  the  locality. 
In  the  early  days  he  could  have  skated  the  entire  distance  of  six  miles 
from  his  present  home  to  Monticello,  since  at  times  practically  all  the 
country  was  under  water.  He  continued  actively  in  his  business  as 
farmer  until  he  was  eighty-one  years  of  age,  and  now  rents  his  land, 
and  lives  alone  at  home,  enjoying  the  contentment  and  prosperity  which 
are  the  proper  rewards  for  a life  of  such  continued  enterprise.  During 
the  war  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  drafted  for  the  army,  and  later  volun- 
teered, but  on  both  occasions  was  rejected  on  account  of  poor  health. 
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Milton  W.  Weaver.  Prominent  among  the  men  who  figured  in  the 
pioneer  history  of  White  County  and  who  still  survive  as  active  partici- 
pants in  the  life  of  their  communities,  is  found  Milton  W.  Weaver,  who 
for  sixty-two  years  has  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Brookston.  Mr.  Weaver 
has  been  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
in  which  he  participated  as  a Union  soldier,  and  while  for  the  past  twelve 
years  he  has  been  living  in  quiet  retirement,  he  still  takes  an  interest  in 
all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  his  views  and 
opinions  are  given  due  respect  as  coming  from  one  who  has  watched  with 
the  eye  of  a proprietor  the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  White  County. 

Mr.  Weaver  was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  Tippecanoe  County, 
Indiana,  November  18,  1829,  and  is  a son  of  Patrick  Henry  and  Alice 
(Dimmitt)  Weaver.  The  family  is  of  German,  English,  Welsh  and 
Scotch  extraction,  and  the  father  was  born  in  Culpeper  County,  Virginia, 
and  the  mother  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana.  They  were  married  in 
Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  in  February,  1827,  and  there  the  father 
was  engaged  in  general  farming  and  as  a stock  raiser.  He  was  success- 
ful in  his  ventures,  being  a man  of  integrity,  energy  and  industry,  and 
became  the  owner  of  160  acres  in  White  County  and  162  acres  in  Tippe- 
canoe County.  Prior  to  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  which  he  participated, 
he  was  an  old  line  Jackson  whig,  but  after  the  close  of  that  struggle 
became  a republican  and  so  continued  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  civic  affairs  of  his  locality,  and  was  the  incum- 
bent of  a number  of  local  offices.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  a home-lover,  belonging  to  no 
fraternal  or  social  orders.  In  his  community  he  was  esteemed  and 
respected  as  a man  in  whom  the  utmost  faith  could  be  placed  and  who 
discharged  every  obligation  faithfully  and  every  responsibility  ably. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  as  follows : Milton 
W.,  of  this  notice;  Susanna,  deceased,  who  was  the  wTife  of  Nimrod 
Lester;  Martha,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  William  Chalk;  Harriet, 
who  married  Daniel  Jackson;  Thursa,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
James  Whicker;  Peter,  who  is  deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Frank  Spitzer;  William,  deceased;  Amanda,  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  David  Reese;  Alice,  who  died  young;  and  Jane,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Toliver. 

The  education  of  Milton  W.  Weaver  was  secured  in  the  primitive 
district  schools  of  Tippecanoe  and  he  grew  up  amid  an  agricultural 
atmosphere,  early  learning  the  meaning  and  value  of  hard  work  and  the 
virtue  of  industry,  honesty  and  fidelity.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  September  16,  1852,  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Baltimore,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Sarah 
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(Perkins)  Baltimore.  Their  married  life  covered  a period  of  fifty-two 
years  and  was  a happy  and  contented  union,  Mr.  Weaver  proving  an 
affectionate  husband,  able  provider  and  indulgent  father,  while  Mrs. 
Weaver  was  a capable  and  willing  helpmate  and  a loving  mother  who 
taught  her  children  to  become  good  Christian  people,  and  whose  memory 
is  still  revered  by  them.  Mrs.  Weaver  died  April  23,  1904,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  at  the  cemetery  at  Brookston.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  as  follows : Patrick  Henry,  a resident  of  White  Pigeon,  Michi- 
gan; Martha  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  W.  Holladay;  Alice  and  Philip, 
who  died  young;  John  and  James,  twins,  also  deceased;  Americus  Isabel, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Headley;  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years ; Levi,  who  resides  in  Rush  County,  Indiana ; Charley,  who  is 
assessor  of  Round  Grove  Township,  White  County;  and  Della  May,  who 
was  the  wife  of  the  late  Ellsworth  Balser,  both  now  being  deceased. 

For  several  months  after  his  marriage,  Milton  W.  Weaver  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  Tippecanoe  County,  and  January  26,  1853,  entered 
upon  his  own  career  when  he  came  to  White  County  and  took  charge  of 
160  acres  of  land  in  section  10,  which  belonged  to  his  father.  He  con- 
tinued to  be  engaged  in  farming  until  the  Civil  war  came  on,  when,  in 
1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eleventh  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  being  mustered  into  the  Union  service  at  Lafayette.  He  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  numerous  engagements  and 
at  all  times  acquitting  himself  as  a valiant  and  courageous  soldier,  and 
when  peace  was  declared  was  at  Nashville,  from  whence  he  was  sent  to 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  there  honorably  discharged.  He  imme- 
diately returned  to  White  County  and  resumed  farming  where  he  left 
off,  subsequently  proving  himself  as  good  a citizen  as  he  had  been  a 
soldier.  He  added  from  time  to  time  to  his  acreage,  securing  land  also 
in  section  17,  Round  Grove  Township,  made  numerous  improvements  and 
erected  substantial  buildings,  and  continued  to  be  engaged  in  farming 
and  stockraising  until  his  retirement,  in  1903.  Since  that  time  he  has 
lived  quietly  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ellen  Holladay,  in  Round 
Grove  Township. 

Mr.  Weaver  is  a Lincoln  republican  in  his  political  views,  and  at 
various  times  has  been  honored  by  election  to  public  office,  having  served 
as  road  supervisor,  road  superintendent  and  assessor  of  the  township. 
He  has  never  lost  his  interest  in  his  old  army  comrades,  and  still  retains 
his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic'  at  Brookston, 
Indiana. 

Joseph  Steele  Glasgow  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  March 
6,  1832,  and  when  but  two  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Shelby 
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County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1865,  when  he  located  on  a farm 
near  Idaville,  where  he  lived  for  forty-two  years,  after  which  he  made 
his  home  with  his  children,  dying  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Tam,  at  Ilaviland,  Kansas,  September  18,  1915,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  six  months  and  twelve  days. 

In  1860  he  was  married  to  Sarah  E.  Sollenberger,  who  died  in  1903. 
They  had  six  children,  all  of  whom  survived  him.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  lost  his  father  by  death,  leaving  Joseph  to  care  for  the  family, 
which  responsibility  he  cheerfully  assumed.  During  the  last  twenty-five 
years  of  his  life  his  sight  was  impaired  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was 
never  able  to  recognize  the  countenance  of  his  nearest  friends.  Yet 
through  all  this  affliction  he  never  murmured,  but  faced  death  with  the 
same  patience  that  he  had  shown  throughout  his  life.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Idaville  cemetery.  Of  his  own  family  he  was  survived 
by  a sister,  Mrs.  John  W.  Neel,  of  Idaville,  and  a brother,  Samuel  P. 
Glasgow,  who  survived  him  but  a few  days. 

Samuel  Preston  Glasgow,  a former  honored  resident  of  Jackson 
Township,  died  at  Idaville,  October  8,  1915,  in  his  seventy-third  year. 
He  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  December  18,  1842,  being  the 
third  son  of  a family  of  nine  children  born  to  Arthur  and  Eliza  Mc- 
Cullaugh  Glasgow.  When  he  was  but  seven  years  old  his  father  died 
while  returning  from  California  and  was  buried  at  sea.  On  May  6,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  was  honorably  discharged  on  August  31st  of  the  same  year. 

On  October  15,  1867,  he  married  Elizabeth  J.  Stipp  of  near  Sidney, 
Ohio,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  survived  him,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Melvin  and  Mrs.  Albert  Carson,  of  Idaville,  and  James  S.  Glas- 
gow, of  Jay  County,  Indiana.  In  1870  Mr.  Glasgow  located  near  Ida- 
ville, which,  excepting  about  four  years,  was  his  home  until  his  death. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

James  H.  McCollum.  For  more  than  sixty  years  a resident  of 
Monticello,  few  men  in  White  County  are  better  known  than  James  H. 
McCollum,  who  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  1834,  the  son  of  Thomas  M.  and  Sarah  (Hughes)  McCollum. 
Most  of  his  early  life  was  passed  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  and  in 
1854  he  came  to  Monticello,  where  for  six  years  he  clerked  in  the  general 
store  of  his  uncle,  Rowland  Hughes,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
admitted  as  a member  in  the  firm.  His  subsequent  years  have  been 
spent  in  business  in  Monticello,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is  a democrat 
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in  politics  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  though 
for  six  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  Montieello  and 
served  the  public  with  fidelity  and  zeal.  On  June  15,  1858,  he  married 
Nancy  J.  Hughes,  who  died  March  22,  1862.  On  August  23,  1864,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Turner  and  to  this  union  was  born  four 
children:  Lillie  M.  (deceased),  Edna  M.  (now  Mrs.  Helm,  of  Greenville, 
Ohio),  Stuart  T.  and  William  E.  McCollum.  Mr.  McCollum’s  parents 
in  1874  came  to  White  County,  where  his  mother  died  January  2,  1878, 
and  on  August  13,  1880,  his  father  also  died.  Mr.  McCollum  and  his 
wife  live  in  their  beautiful  home  in  Montieello,  respected  by  their 
friends  and  in  full  enjoyment  of  health  and  prosperity. 

James  Barr.  One  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  what  is  now  White 
County  was  James  Barr,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  Janu- 
ary 4,  1813,  and  came  to  what  is  now  White  County  in  1831.  In  1842 
he  married  Eliza  J.  Shaw,  daughter  of  John  Shaw,  who  located  at 
Battle  Ground  about  the  year  1829.  In  1843  James  Barr  located  upon 
and  cleared  up  a farm  of  360  acres  in  Prairie  Township  and  on  this  farm 
he  died  November  10,  1876.  He  was  an  industrious  farmer,  an  honest 
man  and  a good  citizen. 

Kilbourn  J.  Mills.  One  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  White 
County,  Kilbourn  J.  Mills,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Purdy)  Mills,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  October  15,  1829.  His  father  was 
of  Holland  Dutch  extraction,  while  his  mother  was  English,  and  from 
such  a union  it  was  but  natural  that  the  offspring  should  possess  those 
sterling  qualities  so  predominant  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1833 
his  parents  moved  to  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1860.  On  Saturday, 
December  23,  1851,  Kilbourn  J.  Mills  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
Belle  Hemline,  near  Bolivar,  Ohio,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born  nine 
children:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  William  Phillips,  of  White  County;  Samuel 
H.  Mills,  who  died  in  Prairie  Township  March  31,  1908 ; Susan  R.,  who 
married  John  H.  Wallace,  a former  lawyer  of  Montieello  and  who  died 
November  27,  1874;  Caroline  B.  Mills,  who  died  July  22,  1909;  David 
H.  Mills,  now  living  in  Ohio ; Alice  I.  Mills,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine ; 
Loretta  E.,  wife  of  Albert  Stephan,  of  Chalmers;  Lucretia  A.  Mills,  de- 
ceased ; and  Kilbourn  J.  Mills,  who  is  still  living. 

About  1860  Mr.  Mills  purchased  and  located  on  a farm  of  270  acres 
three  miles  northeast  of  Brookston,  which  he  developed  into  a fine  home- 
stead. In  1894  he  removed  to  a farm  northwest  of  Brookston  and  in 
1901  he  moved  to  his  present  home  about  four  miles  south  of  Montieello. 
Mr.  Mills  in  youth  had  learned  the  tinner ’s  trade  and  for  a few  months 
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conducted  a business  in  that  line  in  Monticello,  but  this  not  proving  a 
lucrative  venture  he  returned  to  the  farm. 

For  sixty-four  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  have  lived  together  and  both 
bid  fair  to  live  to  celebrate  their  diamond  wedding.  He  was  a whig 
but  when  the  republican  party  was  organized  he  cast  his  lot  with  it  and 
has  remained  true  to  its  principles.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Brookston  Presbyterian  Church,  but  is  now  transferred  to  the  same 
communion  in  Monticello.  In  1857  he  was  made  a Mason  in  Bethlehem, 
Ohio,  and  three  years  later  transferred  his  membership  to  Brookston 
Lodge,  of  which  he  is  a member.  As  the  shadows  lengthen,  these  two 
old  people  are  cheerful,  happy  and  contented.  Their  labors  are  almost 
done,  but  for  them  the  future  has  no  terrors. 

Thomas  W.  O’Connor.  During  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the 
assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  in  April,  1865,  Francis  and  Ellen 
O’Connor  landed  in  New  York,  direct  from  London  where  they  had 
resided  the  five  previous  years.  They  brought  with  them  seven  children, 
Catherine,  Ellen,  James,  Joanna,  Mary  Anne,  Daniel  and  Bridget.  The 
entire  family  proceeded  at  once  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  located 
on  a farm  in  Cass  Township,  belonging  to  Mr.  O’Connor’s  brother, 
Thomas,  after  whom  the  subject  of  this  article  was  named.  Here  they 
resided  five  years,  during  which  time  two  sons,  Thomas  W.,  (on  July  4, 
1868)  and  Francis  J.  were  born.  In  1870,  the  family  removed  to  Boone 
Township,  Cass  County,  where  they  lived  until  1883,  and  where  another 
son,  Patrick,  was  born.  Of  this  family  of  ten  children  all  of  the  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons,  Daniel  and  Thomas  W.  O ’Connor,  are  now  living. 

In  1883,  the  family  moved  again  to  White  County  and  bought  a part 
of  the  farm  on  which  they  had  formerly  lived.  Thomas  W.  O’Connor 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  White  County,  after  which  he 
attended  the  Monticello  High  School  one  year,  the  State  Normal  at 
Terre  Haute  one  term,  and  one  term  of  the  law  school  at  Indiana 
University.  He  taught  school  in  White  County  for  ten  years  and  in 
1892,  was  elected  county  assessor  of  White  County  which  position  he 
held  for  four  years. 

In  1895,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Honora  O’Connell,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  O’Connell,  of  Winamac,  Indiana,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Monticello.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children,  Margaret 
Gertrude,  in  1897,  Anna  in  1900  (died  in  1906),  Mary  Elizabeth  in 
1902  and  Thomas  Richard  in  1909. 

In  1896,  Mr.  O’Connor  was  elected  state  senator  from  the  district 
composed  of  Carroll,  Pulaski  and  White  counties,  serving  for  four  years, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1909,  was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  Monticello,  defeat- 
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ing  his  republican  opponent,  W.  H.  Hamelle,  and  served  as  mayor  for 
four  years. 

In  1902,  he  organized  the  Monticello  National  Bank  and  became  its 
president,  which  position  he  yet  holds.  He  is  also  extensively  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  mortgage  loan  business. 

In  1914,  he  was  a candidate  before  the  democratic  state  convention 
for  the  office  of  state  treasurer  but  was  defeated.  Mr.  O’Connor  has 
always  been  a staunch  democrat  and  is  also  a consistent  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  His  palatial  home  in  Monticello,  a family  in  which 
he  has  a just  pride  and  his  successful  business  career  justly  places  him 
with  our  first  citizens. 

William  J.  Huff  was  born  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  August  5,  1849, 
being  the  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Massie  Farmer  Huff,  early  settlers  of 
that  city.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  private  academies 
of  Lafayette  and  also  in  the  Bryant  & Stratton  Business  College.  While 
still  in  the  public  schools,  his  father  discovered  his  fondness  for  the 
printing  business  by  his  anxiety  to  collect  old  type,  for  which  nothing 
he  possessed  was  too  good  to  barter  in  exchange,  and  the  youthful  student 
of  the  “art  preservative”  was  supplied  with  an  amateur  outfit  costing 
$125.  With  this  equipment,  in  the  basement  of  Basswood,  his  country 
home,  he  spent  all  of  his  spare  moments  in  the  publication  of  a 9 by  12 
weekly  euphoniously  styled  the  Weekly  Tickler.  This  venture  perished 
under  the  scorching  rays  of  the  second  summer,  and  after  finishing  his 
school  life,  he  became  shipping  clerk  and  traveling  salesman  for  a 
wholesale  grocery  and  after  two  years  thus  employed,  he  embraced  the 
dream  of  his  youth  and  in  1870,  before  attaining  his  majority,  engaged 
in  the  newspaper  business  at  Monticello,  in  which  he  has  since  continued 
with  the  exception  of  five  years  spent  in  merchandising.  He  was  post- 
master at  Monticello  from  1871  to  1885  and  is  the  oldest  newspaper  man 
in  White  County  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged  in  the  business, 
being  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  publishing  the  Monon  News.  Eye 
trouble  has  resulted  almost  in  the  loss  of  sight  and  has  been  a handicap 
to  his  efforts  for  the  past  thirty-five  years. 

Mr.  Huff  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  E.  Wright  of  Monticello,  April 
1,  1874,  to  which  union  five  children  were  born,  two  dying  in  infancy 
and  three  are  still  living,  Edgar  J.  and  Walter  S.,  constituting  the  other 
two  members  of  the  Monon  News  firm,  and  Mrs.  Florence  Sullivan  of 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  editor,  Mr.  Huff 
finds  unalloyed  pleasure  in  entertaining  two  grandchildren,  who  control 
his  movements  with  a despotic  hand,  but  in  no  sense  galling  to  him. 
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Nicholas  Wagner.  In  the  ranks  of  White  County  citizens  who  are 
now  enjoying  a fair  meed  of  prosperity,  probably  none  was  in  early  life 
more  completely  dependent  upon  his  own  exertions  and  few  have  solved 
more  successfully  the  problems  of  existence  than  Nicholas  Wagner, 
whose  splendid  country  estate  of  480  acres  is  located  in  section  15  of 
Princeton  Township.  The  people  of  White  County  have  a great  deal  of 
respect  for  Mr.  Wagner’s  judgment  and  ability  and  this  respect  has  been 
translated  into  a degree  of  community  esteem  which  must  make  his 
material  prosperity  all  the  sweeter  and  more  enjoyable. 

Like  many  other  sterling  citizens  of  White  County  he  is  of  German 
birth  and  ancestry.  He  was  born  in  Prussia  in  one  of  the  Rhine  provinces 
on  October  20,  1852,  a son  of  Mathias  and  Mary  (Krich)  Wagner.  The 
parents  spent  all  their  lives  in  the  old  country,  and  were  simple,  hard 
working  and  honest  people  and  did  all  they  could  to  bring  up  their 
children  to  useful  careers.  While  in  Germany  Nicholas  Wagner  gained 
the  usual  education  supplied  to  German  boys  and  had  reached  the  years 
of  man’s  estate  when  he  broke  the  ties  of  home  and  early  associations 
and  set  out  for  the  United  States  in  1873.  He  brought  with  him  prac- 
tically no  capital,  and  had  to  make  his  way  through  the  difficulties 
involved  in  learning  a new  language,  customs,  and  in  providing  himself 
with  an  adequate  future.  After  spending  about  three  months  in  the 
City  of  Chicago,  he  went  on  to  Kendall  County,  Illinois,  and  was  soon 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  state.  In  1877  he  came  to  White  County 
and  viewing  his  present  accomplishments  White  County  can  be  con- 
gratulated on  this  important  addition  to  its  citizenship.  At  that  time 
he  invested  in  a tract  of  largely  unimproved  land  comprising  160  acres, 
a portion  of  his  present  farm.  By  thrift  and  industry  he  has  added  to 
the  original  farm  from  time  to  time,  and  now  has  three  times  its  original 
extent.  All  of  it  is  excellently  improved,  nearly  all  of  it  productive  in 
the  staple  crops  of  White  County,  and  a handsome  set  of  buildings 
represent  some  of  the  other  improvements  that  he  has  made  in  the  course 
of  his  ownership.  Mr.  Wagner  has  never  claimed  to  be  a specialist  in 
any  branch  of  farming  and  has  relied  for  his  prosperity  upon  the  general 
crops  and  the  raising  of  first  class  live  stock. 

On  April  19,  1877,  the  year  he  came  to  White  County,  Mr.  Wagner 
married  Miss  Annie  Zerdeen,  daughter  of  Mathias  Zerdeen.  To  her 
capable  cooperation  and  encouragement  he  attributes  no  small  degree  of 
his  success.  Their  household  has  been  blessed  with  the  arrival  of  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  and  are  gaining  for  themselves 
reputations  of  honorable  usefulness.  These  children  are : Mary,  Jacob. 
Henry,  Annie,  John,  Frank,  Theresa,  Rosie,  Anthony  and  Martin. 
Mr.  Wagner  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
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Church  at  Remington.  He  himself  has  been  somewhat  independent  in 
the  matter  of  politics,  has  voted  for  the  man  rather  than  the  party,  and 
has  been  content  to  go  without  office,  giving  his  best  service  to  a diligent 
attention  to  his  business  as  a farmer,  to  the  responsibilities  imposed  upon 
him  as  father  of  a large  family  and  by  performing  the  kindly  and 
simple  offices  that  go  with  membership  in  a social  community. 

William  French.  The  activities  and  interests  of  the  French  family 
in  White  County  have  received  considerable  attention  in  these  pages, 
and  of  the  generation  which  was  native  to  this  locality  none  stood  higher 
in  esteem  and  compelled  greater  respect  for  his  ability  and  attainments 
than  the  late  William  French,  for  may  years  a progressive  and  successful 
business  man  at  Brookston. 

William  French  was  a son  of  William  and  Mary  S.  (Ash)  French, 
and  was  born  in  Prairie  Township  of  White  County  August  18,  1866. 
The  family  had  located  in  White  County  many  years  before,  and  William 
French,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  powerful  figures  in  the  early  development  of 
the  farming  and  stock  raising  industry  in  Prairie  Township. 

William  French,  Jr.,  was  helping  to  earn  his  own  support  as  early 
as  eleven  years  of  age.  His  education  came  both  from  schools  and  from 
practical  experience,  and  he  was  always  diligent,  faithful  to  duty,  a 
man  of  sure  decision,  and  stood  steadfastly  by  all  the  rules  of  honor. 
In  1887  he  went  to  Brookston  and  for  three  months  was  engaged  in 
conducting  a meat  market.  In  about  the  year  1891,  with  his  brother 
James  F.,  he  bought  the  hardware  establishment  formerly  conducted 
by  D.  E.  Murphy  and  they  continued  this  store  on  a partnership  basis 
until  August  1,  1910.  The  store  was  then  sold  to  Mr.  A.  L.  Brecken- 
ridge.  The  brothers  had  also  become  interested  in  a local  canning  factory 
about  1891  and  under  their  direction  this  became  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial business  industries  of  Brookston. 

The  late  William  French  took  a general  interest  in  public  affairs, 
but  not  as  a politician  or  office  holder.  His  death  occurred  August  16, 
1911,  from  the  effects  of  severe  burns  inflicted  in  an  accident  in  the 
canning  factory.  Mrs.  Ruth  French,  his  widow,  is  the  only  survivor, 
their  marriage  having  brought  no  children. 

On  April  6,  1898,  Mr.  French  married  Miss  Ruth  Burget,  who  was 
born  in  White  County,  Indiana,  September  2,  1870,  the  eldest  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  Henderson  and  Mary  E. 
(Cawood)  Burget.  Only  two  of  the  children  are  living,  Mrs.  French 
and  her  brother  Ross,  who  is  a farmer  in  Prairie  Township.  He  wedded 
Miss  Eliza  Mohler,  and  they  have  two  children,  a son  and  a daughter. 
Mr.  Burget,  the  father,  was  born  in  Indiana,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
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of  his  native  state,  and  his  life’s  work  has  been  that  of  an  agriculturist. 
He  owns  a fine  farm  of  160  acres  in  White  County  and  also  land  in 
South  Dakota,  and  he  is  a resident  of  Brookston.  His  political  party 
is  the  republican,  but  he  is  not  bound  by  party  ties  and  supports  the 
men  which  are,  in  his  judgment,  best  fitted  for  official  positions. 
Mrs.  Burget  was  born  in  Ohio  and  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  she 
came  to  Indiana.  Mrs.  French  graduated  from  the  Brookston  High 
School  with  the  class  of  1890,  and  was  a student  in  the  University  of 
Valparaiso  for  a short  time.  She  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Brookston  and  also  of  the  Ladies  Literary  Club,  known  as  the  ‘ ‘ Thurs- 
day P.  M.  Ladies  Club,  ’ ’ of  which  she  is  the  treasurer.  She  presides  over 
a beautiful  and  modern  home  at  the  corner  of  Prairie  and  Second  streets 
in  Brookston,  a home  of  beauty,  culture  and  refinement,  whose  portals 
are  ever  open  to  her  many  friends.  She  enjoys  life  to  its  fullest,  and 
has  crossed  the  continent  several  times,  visiting  Portland,  Seattle,  Van- 
couver and  Canada,  and  the  past  year  she  spent  in  the  eastern  states, 
including  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.  Her  home  in  Brookston  is  known  as  “Erceldene  Lodge.” 

Perry  P.  O’Connor.  In  the  career  of  Perry  O’Connor  there  is 
found  an  expression  of  well  directed  and  intelligent  industry,  of  devotion 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  of  promotion  of  the  best  prin- 
ciples of  agriculture.  His  financial  standing  is  indicated  by  the  possession 
of  a well-cultivated  farm  of  190  acres,  located  in  Round  Grove  Township, 
which  has  come  to  him  through  the  exercise  of  thrift,  good  management 
and  business  sagacity. 

Mr.  0 ’Connor  was  born  in  Prairie  Township,  White  County,  Indiana, 
May  5,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Patrick  and  Julia  (Murphy)  O’Connor, 
natives  respectively  of  County  Limerick  and  County  Kerry,  Ireland. 
About  the  year  1849  the  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  his  cash 
capital  at  the  time  being  12y2  cents,  but  his  stock  of  ambition  and 
determination  unlimited.  Upon  landing  in  this  country  he  was  hired, 
was  drawn  by  number  and  became  the  employe  of  Mr.  Ducket,  who  also 
became  the  employer  of  Julia  Murphy  who  arrived  in  this  country  some 
time  later  in  the  same  year,  and  who  afterward  married  Mr.  O’Connor. 
The  Ducket  property  was  located  eighteen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and 
there  Mr.  O’Connor  received  his  board  and  $4  per  month  during  the 
first  three  years,  and  his  board  and  $6  per  month  during  the  next  like 
period.  In  1855  he  came  to  Indiana  and  located  in  the  mud  at  Chalmers, 
subsequently  moving  out  to  the  old  Dowling  place,  where  he  worked  out 
one  winter.  In  the  winter  of  1856-57  he  worked  for  James  Gwinn,  after 
having  passed  a year  in  the  employ  of  Governor  Willard,  and  in  the 
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spring  of  1857  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  the  Kent  farm, 
having,  with  thrift  and  industry  saved  enough  out  of  his  meager  wages 
to  establish  himself  as  a proprietor.  In  April,  1858,  he  moved  to  Round 
Grove  Township,  where  he  bought  forty  acres  in  section  19,  and  to  this 
property  added  until  he  had  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stockraising,  gaining  success  through  hard,  continuous 
work  and  good  management  of  his  affairs.  He  was  a democrat  in  his 
political  views,  but  took  only  a good  citizen’s  interest  in  public  matters, 
as  they  affected  his  community.  He  was  married  about  the  year  1851 
and  became  the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  three  survive : Perry, 
Mrs.  Maggie  Rayman  and  Mrs.  Annie  Lampe.  Patrick  O’Connor  died 
December  21,  1898,  and  his  wife  September  18,  1908,  and  both  are  at 
rest  in  Saint  Mary’s  Catholic  Cemetery,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  They 
were  members  of  Saint  Bridget’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  just  over  the 
line  in  Benton  County.  While  Mr.  O’Connor’s  advantages  in  his 
youth  for  the  gaining  of  an  education  were  not  many,  he  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities,  was  a well  read  man  for  his  day  and  locality,  and 
was  never  so  happy  as  when  at  home  with  a favorite  author. 

Perry  P.  O’Connor  was  brought  up  in  the  atmosphere  of  a White 
County  farm,  securing  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
locality.  He  early  decided  upon  a career  in  agriculture,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  started  out  for  himself.  As  the  years  have  passed 
he  has  kept  pace  with  the  advance  in  agriculture  through  the  various 
mediums  at  the  disposal  of  intelligent  students  of  land  culture.  His 
190-acre  farm,  located  in  section  30,  Round  Grove  Township,  is  all  tiled 
and  under  cultivation,  with  substantial  buildings  and  the  best  of  improve- 
ments. In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  O’Connor  is  interested  in 
the  breeding  of  Short  Horn  cattle,  as  well  as  a general  line  of  hogs,  a 
department  in  which  he  has  met  with  success.  Politically  a democrat  in 
his  affiliation,  Mr.  O’Connor  has  avoided  the  thorny  and  uncertain  ways 
of  the  office-seeker,  but  at  the  same  time  has  not  been  unmindful  of  his 
duty  in  promoting  clean  and  fair  local  government,  and  has  served  both 
as  assessor  and  trustee  of  Round  Grove  Township.  In  his  public  service 
he  has  shown  the  same  marked  ability  that  has  gained  him  prosperity 
and  position  in  private  life. 

On  March  31,  1891,  Mr.  O’Connor  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nettie  Digman,  a native  daughter  of  White  County,  Indiana,  born  March 
22,  1870,  to  Joseph  and  Angeline  (Williams)  Digman.  She  was  one  of 
their  five  daughters,  and  four  are  yet  living,  namely : Ida,  wife  of  Isaac 
Childers,  a farmer  at  Hopkins  Park,  Illinois,  and  they  have  six  children ; 
Ella,  wife  of  Cary  Henderson,  of  Hopkins,  Minnesota,  and  they  also 
have  six  children;  Mrs.  O’Connor;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Jefferson  Rardon, 
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of  North  Dakota,  and  they  have  two  children.  Mr.  Digman,  the  father, 
was  horn  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a young  man 
of  eighteen  years.  He  made  the  voyage  in  a sailing  vessel,  and  three 
weeks  were  consumed  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.  He  arrived  in  this 
country  without  means,  but  diligence  and  economy  won  him  success, 
and  he  became  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  120  acres  in  Prairie  Town- 
ship, White  County.  He  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party,  and  was 
a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  His  death  occurred  in 
February,  1888,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  Hebron  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Dig- 
man was  born  in  Ohio,  and  she  died  when  her  daughter,  Mrs.  O’Connor, 
was  but  two  years  old.  The  daughter  grew  to  mature  years  in  White 
County,  and  she  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  success  which  has 
attended  her  husband’s  efforts.  They  began  their  married  life  poor  in 
purse,  but  today  they  have  one  of  the  valuable  estates  of  the  community, 
an  excellent  farm  of  190  acres,  and  they  also  have  a Studebaker  touring 
car.  Their  children,  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  are  as  follows : Camillus 
Paul,  Cyril  Ignatius,  Joseph  Patrick,  Charles  Dennis,  Perry  Francis  and 
Gertrude  Hope.  Camillus  and  Cyril  graduated  from  the  common  schools 
and  had  two  years  training  in  the  Brookston  High  School.  Joseph 
received  one  year’s  training  in  the  Montmorenci  High  School  after 
graduating  from  the  common  schools,  as  did  also  his  brothers,  Charles 
and  Perry.  The  daughter  is  in  the  sixth  grade  of  the  public  schools  and 
is  also  studying  music.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Samuel  Woolston  Thompson.  One  of  White  County’s  capable 
business  men,  for  many  years  a merchant,  and  a citizen  who  was  never 
remiss  in  his  performance  of  the  duties  of  membership  in  a social  com- 
munity, was  the  late  Samuel  Woolston  Thompson,  a former  resident  of' 
Monticello,  where  his  widow,  Mrs.  Thompson,  still  resides.  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son is  also  a member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  this  county. 

Samuel  Woolston  Thompson  was  born  July  13,  1849,  at  Lewistown,. 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Francis  and  Hannah  (Eisenkise)  Thompson.  The 
Thompsons  were  of  Irish  stock  and  the  Eisenkises  were  Germans.  Fran- 
cis Thompson  came  to  the  United  States  from  Ireland  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  old,  locating  first  at  New  York  and  later  at  Lewistown. 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  and  where  his  body  is  now  at  rest.  He  was 
captain  of  one  of  the  old  canal  boats.  After  his  death  his  widow  came 
West  and  died  at  Sheldon,  Illinois,  and  was  buried  at  Remington. 
Indiana. 

Samuel  W.  Thompson  in  Lewistown,  Pennsylvania,  learned  the  trade- 
of  jeweler  after  completing  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
that  was  his  regular  business  throughout  his  active  career  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  one  year  spent  in  farming.  He  removed  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  in  March,  1871,  and  in  1895  located  in  Monticello,  which  city 
remained  his  home  until  his  death  on  December  6,  1907.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  a republican  in  politics  and  represented  his  ward  for  one  term  in 
the  village  council.  He  was  essentially  a home  man,  was  successful  in 
his  business,  and  had  many  friends.  He  was  an  ardent  fisherman,  and 
in  every  way  was  a broad  gauged  and  upright  citizen.  In  Masonry  he 
stood  very  high,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scot- 
tish Rite,  and  being  a member  of  the  Consistory  at  Indianapolis.  He 
was  also  affiliated  with  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  belonged  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  December  26,  1872,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Sarah  Royer,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Shafer)  Royer.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children:  Samuel  Woolston;  James  Alexander;  Lillian  Royer,  wife  of 
Henry  0 ’Connell  of  Huntington ; and  Laura  May,  wife  of  Harry  S. 
Brewer. 

Samuel  Royer,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  was  born  at  Madison- 
burg  in  Center  County,  Pennsylvania,  September  23,  1829,  a son  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Shafer)  Royer.  He  came  out  to  White  County,  Indi- 
ana, in  the  fall  of  1865  and  thereafter  for  many  years  was  a successful 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  Jackson  Township.  His  death  occurred  July 
21,  1892.  On  December  23,  1852,  Samuel  Royer  married  Hannah  Shafer, 
and  the  names  of  their  eight  children  are  given  as  follows:  Jonathan 
Franklin;  Sarah;  John  S. ; Samuel  A.;  Mary  C.,  who  died  in  November, 
1914;  Ida  Mary,  wife  of  Jacob  Fross;  Emma  P.,  who  died  in  1870;  and 
Ellis  S. 

Samuel  Mac  Burns.  Many  of  the  best  honors  of  pioneer  activity 
belong  to  the  Burns  family,  which  has  been  identified  with  White  County 
continuously  for  over  eight  decades.  S.  M.  Burns  represents  the  third 
generation  in  this  county,  and  has  for  many  years  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  other  enterprises  in  Big  Creek  Township. 

Samuel  Mac  Burns  was  born  December  1,  1863,  in  Big  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  the  fine  farm  which  he  now  occupies  as  his  residence,  4,y2  miles 
east  of  Chalmers,  was  formerly  the  estate  of  his  father.  John  Burns, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  came  into  White  County  about  1830  from 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  his  six 
■children  were  all  born  in  White  County.  It  is  general^  supposed  that 
William  Burns,  father  of  S.  M.  Burns,  wTas  the  first  white  male  child 
native  of  White  County.  John  Burns,  the  grandfather,  settled  in  the 
midst  of  the  woods  and  on  the  overflowed  marshes  in  Big  Creek  Town- 
ship. He  had  come  from  Ohio  in  a wagon  drawn  by  horses,  and  the 
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wagon  contained  his  wife  and  household  furniture.  He  landed  at 
what  is  now  known  as  the  B.  B.  Baker  farm,  and  his  worldy  possessions 
were  represented  by  his  team  and  his  furniture.  Until  he  could  get 
assistance  to  build  a log  cabin  he  camped  out  and  he  and  his  wife  lived 
in  the  wagon.  A brief  experience  in  the  midst  of  the  wilds  of  White 
County,  with  few  neighbors,  was  almost  sufficient  to  discourage  the  stout- 
est heart  and  it  is  not  strange  that  John  Burns  repented  of  his  coming 
and  would  have  returned  to  Pickaway  County  except  for  the  fact  that 
he  had  no  money  and  practically  out  of  necessity  was  compelled  to  re- 
main. He  had  entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  making  the  best  of  what 
he  considered  a bad  bargain  he  started  energetically  to  work  to  improve 
the  land  and  make  a home  in  the  wilderness.  Prosperity  smiled  upon 
his  efforts,  and  his  surplus  capital  was  again  and  again  invested  in  more 
land  until  at  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  the  possessor  of  more  than  1,100 
acres.  A large  part  of  that  estate  had  been  brought  under  cultivation 
by  his  own  efforts  and  under  his  management,  and  the  accounts  of  early 
settlement  show  few  men  who  equalled  him  in  contributing  to  the  sub- 
stantial development  of  this  county.  The  greater  part  of  the  160  acres 
he  originally  entered  was  in  timber,  while  the  rest  of  it  was  exceedingly 
wet  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  low  portions  of  the  land  he 
drained  by  open  ditches.  The  old  log  house  was  eventually  replaced  by 
a substantial  frame  house,  surrounded  by  barns  and  those  buildings  are 
still  in  existence.  He  subsequently  built  another  house  and  lived  there 
until  his  death.  His  wife  had  passed  away  several  years  previously. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Malinda  Ferguson,  who  was  probably  born  in 
Ohio,  where  she  was  married. 

William  Burns,  father  of  Samuel  Mac  Burns,  was  born  in  White 
County,  April  23,  1831,  and  spent  all  his  long  life  in  the  same  com- 
munity. His  death  occurred  within  one  mile  of  his  birthplace.  He 
grew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  learned  to  work  as  one  of  his  first  ex- 
periences, and  had  only  a meager  education  from  such  schools  as  were 
conducted  when  he  was  a boy.  He  often  recalled  the  many  interesting 
facts  concerning  the  pioneer  experiences  of  the  family.  In  the  early 
days  the  grain  raised  by  the  hardest  kind  of  labor  on  the  land  was 
taken  to  market  over  rough  roads  to  Chicago,  and  there  sold  at  a price 
which  would  buy  only  the  barest  necessities  of  the  household,  which 
according  to  present  day  standards  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to 
reward  the  work  necessary  to  plant,  harvest  and  market  the  grain. 
William  Burns  married  Etna  M.  Mclntire,  who  was  born  in  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  and  moving  to  Indiana  first  located  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
and  thence  came  to  White  County.  The  parents  are  both  now  deceased, 
their  deaths  occurring  only  three  days  apart,  the  mother  dying  March 
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19,  1913,  and  the  father  March  21,  1913.  They  were  buried  side  by 
side  in  Riverview  Cemetery,  where  beautiful  stones  are  erected  sacred 
to  their  memory.  Mrs.  Burns  was  born  November  19,  1828,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  four  months.  She  lost  her  mother  when 
two  years  of  age,  and  she  and  her  twin  brother,  Daniel  D.,  then  returned 
to  Ohio  and  lived  with  their  grandparents  until  she  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  Her  brother  subsequently  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in 
Captain  Bowman’s  company  of  an  Indiana  regiment,  and  was  killed  in 
battle  at  Richmond,  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Burns  finally  returned  with  her 
brother  from  Ohio  to  White  County  and  they  lived  on  the  farm  of  John 
Burns  until  her  marriage.  William  Burns  died  March  27,  1913,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years  ten  months  and  twenty-nine  days.  He  and  his 
wife  were  married  October  24,  1860.  Mary  Etta  Burns,  a sister  of  S.  M. 
Burns,  married  W.  E.  Brown,  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  and  she  is  the  mother  of 
two  daughters,  Lucy  B.  and  Christine  E. 

S.  M.  Burns  grew  up  in  Big  Creek  Township,  attended  the  local 
schools  there,  and  has  applied  himself  since  coming  to  manhood  to  his 
business  as  a farmer,  with  such  success  as  to  place  him  among  the  suc- 
cessful men  of  the  county.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Clagett,  daughter 
of  William  Clagett,  who  was  from  Maryland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burns  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children : William  C.,  born  May  23,  1895 ; 
Sarah  Etta,  born  June  7,  1902 ; and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Burns,  as  was  the  case  with  his  father  and  grandfather,  has 
always  been  steadily  a republican,  and  his  fellow  citizens  always  know 
that  he  takes  a firm  stand  for  justice  and  morality,  education,  and  social 
improvement  in  his  community.  He  is  a member  of  the  Maccabees 
Order.  The  homestead  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burns  is  called  “The  Hillside 
Farm.” 


John  II.  Smith.  By  reason  of  the  extent  and  quality  of  his  useful- 
ness, his  commercial  soundness  and  acumen,  his  public  spirit,  integrity, 
and  nearness  to  the  fundamental  requirements  of  citizenship,  John  H. 
Smith  affords  an  encouraging  example  of  success  gained  through  the 
proper  use  of  everyday  abilities  and  ordinary  opportunities.  Of  Mr. 
Smith  it  may  be  said  that  his  life-work  is  a response  both  to  his  early 
teaching  and  to  the  needs  of  his  maturer  years.  He  has  laboriously 
climbed  the  steps  of  the  mercantile  and  financial  ladder,  and  today,  as 
cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Chalmers,  is  one  of  his  community’s  sub- 
stantial men. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  October  24,  1869, 
and  is  a son  of  Erastus  and  Sarah  (Layman)  Smith.  Erastus  II.  Smith 
came  from  the  Town  of  Troy,  Ohio,  to  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  but 
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later  moved  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  bought  in  Round  Grove 
Township  a farm  of  260  acres,  totally  unimproved  save  for  a log  house. 
There  he  did  much  work  in  tiling  and  putting  up  buildings,  and  while 
residing  in  that  community  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  assisting  in  putting  up  the  church  of  that  denomina- 
tion at  Pine  Grove.  Later,  Mr.  Smith  moved  to  Battle  Ground,  a small 
town,  and  entered  the  livery  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  his 
retirement  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  later,  when  he  retired  and  dis- 
posed of  the  business.  A very  active  democrat,  Mr.  Smith  served  for 
a number  of  years  on  the  school  board  and  in  other  local  offices.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  John  II.  Smith  was  the  sixth  of 
eleven  children  born  to  his  parents.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  the 
father  married  again,  being  united  with  Mary  Tolby,  the  daughter  of 
John  Russell,  and  the  widow  of  John  Tolby,  a Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
ister. Mrs.  Smith  became  the  mother  of  two  sons,  who  still  survive,  B. 
Wilson  and  Horace  Erastus. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana, 
John  II.  Smith  entered  upon  his  career  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  in  a 
general  store  located  at  Battle  Ground.  Later  he  went  in  the  same  line 
of  work  to  Lafayette  and  then  to  Chalmers,  where  he  was  married  to 
Millie  Minch,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  M.  (Luther)  Minch. 
On  his  arrival  in  Chalmers,  Mr.  Smith  went  to  work  in  the  general 
store  of  Smith  & Fisher,  the  senior  partner  being  his  brother,  who,  after 
two  years,  disposed  of  his  interests  to  Mr.  Fisher.  At  that  time  was 
formed  the  firm  of  Smith  Brothers,  which  continued  to  do  business  for 
twelve  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  John  H.  Smith,  having  decided 
to  enter  the  banking  business,  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  general 
store  to  his  brother  and  became  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Chalmers, 
a position  which  he  has  retained  to  the  present  time.  Since  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  State  Bank  of  Chalmers,  Mr.  Smith  has  done  much 
to  increase  its  business,  for  his  well-known  integrity  is  such  as  to  attract 
depositors  and  gain  their  confidence  in  the  institution’s  stability. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  fraternally 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall  Lodge,  No.  178,  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Chalmers  Camp,  No.  6058,  both  of 
Chalmers.  A democrat  in  his  political  views,  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  both  in  the  success  of  his  party  and  the  public  affairs  of  his 
community,  and  for  six  years,  from  1909  until  1915,  has  served  Big 
Creek  Township  in  the  capacity  of  trustee. 

Jacob  Raub.  More  than  fifty  years  have  passed  since  Jacob  Raub, 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Chalmers,  came  to  White  County.  He  is  classed 
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among  the  honored  pioneers  who  not  only  have  been  eye-witnesses  of  the 
great  advancement  and  progress  of  this  community,  but  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  development  and  improvement.  Throughout 
all  the  long  years  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  agricultural, 
business  and  financial  interests,  and  although  his  efforts  have  brought 
him  excellent  success,  he  continues  to  be  actively  engaged,  daily  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  management  of  his  manifold  interests.  He 
has  seen  the  growth  of  Chalmers  extend  its  boundaries  over  much  of  his 
land,  and  while  the  work  of  progress  has  been  carried  forward  he  has 
lent  his  aid  and  influence  as  opportunity  has  offered,  and  in  this  way 
has  helped  to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  prosperity  of  the  community. 

Jacob  Raub  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  October  3,  1835,  a son  of 
Jacob  Raub,  who  was  born  in  1796  in  Warren  County,  New  Jersey, 
where  is  located  a farm  that  has  been  in  the  family  possession  for  135 
years  and  is  now  occupied  by  a cousin  of  Mr.  Raub.  It  was  originally 
settled  by  his  great-grandfather,  and  there  was  born  Andrew  Raub,  the 
grandfather,  as  well  as  Jacob  Raub,  his  father.  The  latter  came  to  In- 
diana in  1836  and  settled  near  Lafayette,  near  which  city  is  still  a sta- 
tion known  as  South  Raub,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  family.  Educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  the  Quaker  College  seven  miles  southwest  of 
Lafayette,  Jacob  Raub,  of  this  review,  early  in  life  entered  the  grain 
business  with  his  brothers  at  South  Raub,  where  the  firm  was  known  as 
A.  and  E.  Raub  Brothers.  During  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, the  brothers  invested  in  land,  much  of  which  was  in  White  County, 
which  was  purchased  in  1856,  and  when  the  partnership  was  mutually 
dissolved,  in  1864,  Jacob  Raub  and  his  brother,  John,  took  this  land, 
while  Andrew  and  Edward  Raub,  the  other  brothers,  took  the  firm’s 
grain  and  land  interests  in  Tippecanoe  County.  Jacob  purchased  160 
acres  and  laid  out  the  town  on  N.  W.  % of  section  34,  located  on  the 
present  site  of  Chalmers,  although  it  was  not  until  several  years  before 
that  a station  was  brought  to  this  point  on  a flat  car  from  Reynolds  and 
set  up  on  stilts.  The  land  owned  by  the  brothers  here  consisted  of  736 
acres,  all  in  Big  Creek  Township,  and  was  then  known  as  the  Joseph 
Carr  Farm,  and  it,  like  all  the  surrounding  country,  was  partially  im- 
proved. He  paid  $15  per  acre  for  the  land.  Jacob  and  William  W. 
Raub  laid  out  several  additions  to  the  Town  of  Chalmers,  and  also 
engaged  in  the  grain  business,  in  which  they  continued  until  about  1891. 
In  1891  Jacob  Raub,  recognizing  the  needs  of  the  community  and  his 
own  opportunity,  established  the  Bank  of  Chalmers,  at  that  time  a pri- 
vate institution  with  a capital  of  $10,000.  This  institution  has  con- 
tinued on  the  same  location  to  the  present  time,  Mr.  Raub  having  erected 
the  original  building  for  the  purpose.  The  bank  was  reorganized  as  a 
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state  institution  in  1904,  with  a capital  of  $25,000,  and  Mr.  Raub  ad- 
mitted two  of  his  sons  to  its  management:  Charles  J.,  cashier;  and  Clyde 
W.,  assistant  cashier.  Mr.  Raub  himself  continues  in  the  capacity  of 
president,  and  through  his  wise  management  of  its  affairs  has  built  up 
its  business  to  large  proportions.  Mr.  Raub  is  the  father  of  three  other 
sons:  Edward  B.,  county  attorney  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  and  a 
leading  practitioner  of  Indianapolis,  who  married  Martha  D.  Draper  of 
that  city  and  has  two  children,  Eleanor  and  Edward  B. ; Joseph  R.,  who 
is  secretary  of  the  Indianapolis  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Indian- 
apolis; and  George  A.,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank 
of  Logansport,  Indiana. 

Jacob  Raub  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie  C.  Reynolds,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Lydia  J.  Reynolds,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  White  County  and  Big  Creek  Township.  There  he  im- 
proved one  of  the  first  farms  to  be  opened  up  in  the  community,  and 
also  became  an  influential  man  of  affairs,  being  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  securing  the  railroad  for  that  section.  Mr.  Raub  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  the  members  of  his  family 
have  been  reared.  With  his  sons  he  holds  membership  in  Masonic  Lodge 
No.  66,  at  Brookston ; the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Chalmers,  of  which  he 
is  a charter  member;  and  in  other  orders.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  democratic  party.  His  life  has  been  one  of  great  industry, 
and  although  he  has  reached  an  age  when  most  men  retire  from  active 
affairs,  he  still  manages  his  property,  working  with  the  vigor  and  de- 
termination of  a young  man  who  still  has  his  way  to  make  in  the  world. 
His  career  has  been  well  spent,  and  the  integrity  of  his  dealings  and 
the  continuity  of  his  labors  furnish  an  example  that  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation  by  those  who  would  gain  a competence  and  win  the  respect 
of  their  fellow  men. 

Charles  Van  Voorst.  A career  of  signal  usefulness,  characterized 
by  earnest  and  well-directed  effort  and  crowned  by  success  in  several  lines 
of  endeavor,  has  been  that  of  Charles  Van  Voorst,  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Chalmers,  and  the  owner  of  large  and  valuable  tracts  of 
land  in  White  County,  where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Always  enterprising  and  progressive,  Mr.  Van  Voorst 
was  probably  the  first  man  in  his  community  to  commence  ditching,  and 
this  is  but  an  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  assisted  his 
locality  to  advance,  for  each  of  his  ventures  has  in  some  way  promoted 
the  general  welfare. 

Charles  Van  Voorst  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  February  23, 
1864,  and  is  a son  of  James  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Debolt)  Van  Voorst,  also 
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natives  of  Knox  County.  The  father,  who  was  for  many  years  a farmer 
and  also  engaged  in  various  business  and  financial  ventures,  died  Janu- 
ary 16,  1914,  at  Chalmers,  while  the  mother  passed  away  some  years 
before.  There  were  eight  children  in  the  family,  Charles  being  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Charles  Van  Voorst  were 
not  characterized  by  the  usual  advantages  granted  to  those  of  his  age, 
and  the  greater  part  of  his  education  has  been  secured  from  experience 
and  self -teaching.  He  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  began  farming  as  a hand  on  the  properties  of  the 
neighboring  agriculturists,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  always 
been  self-supporting.  When  he  left  his  home  community  he  went  to 
Streater,  Illinois,  near  which  town  he  secured  employment  at  a salary 
of  $18  a month.  At  the  end  of  a year  Mr.  Van  Voorst  returned  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  and  here  made  his  home  with  an  uncle,  Abrams  Van 
Voorst,  and  while  living  with  this  relative  secured  his  only  school  train- 
ing, attending  for  about  two  terms  in  all,  and  sawing  wood  to  pay  his 
board.  When  he  again  left  White  County  he  struck  out  for  the  West, 
arriving  in  Indian  Territory,  where  he  became  a herder  of  cattle  on  a 
large  ranch.  Six  months  of  this  kind  of  work,  however,  sufficed  and  he 
then  again  came  to  White  County  and  invested  his  small  capital  in  a 
team  and  meager  equipment  and  started  farming  operations  on  a rented 
property  which  belonged  to  his  father.  After  two  years  Mr.  Van  Voorst 
leased  considerable  land  and  for  a time  continued  to  “keep  bach/’  but 
finally  decided  to  establish  a home  of  his  own  and  accomplished  this  by 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Roe,  the  daughter  of  John  Roe,  who  lived 
near  Pine  Grove.  The  ceremony,  which  took  place  in  1886,  was  per- 
formed by  J.  C.  Tedford.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Van  Voorst,  all  in  West  Point  Township:  Goldie,  who  married 
Charles  F.  Minch  and  has  two  children,  Mary  Catherine  and  Charlean; 
and  Mabel  and  Gilbert,  who  are  single  and  make  their  home  with  their 
parents.  The  children  were  all  given  high  school  and  collegiate  edu- 
cations. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Van  Voorst  continued  to 
rent  land,  and  during  the  first  months  of  his  married  life  made  his  home 
in  a little  log  cabin  consisting  of  one  room.  This  was  connected  to  a 
frame  house,  but  a family  was  already  living  therein,  and  Mr.  Van  Voorst 
was  compelled  to  wait  until  it  vacated.  It  is  a curious  coincidence 
that  this  farm  had  been  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Van  Voorst’s  great- 
grandfather. Years  of  hard,  persistent  work  brought  to  Mr.  Van  Voorst 
the  necessary  capital  with  which  to  purchase  the  Kennedy  farm,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  his  fortunes  have  been  on  the  increase. 
This  propert}^  was  a tract  of  160  acres,  on  which  there  were  located  a 
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house  and  barn,  and  some  few  other  improvements,  but  the  land  was 
far  from  fully  developed  and  there  had  been  no  ditching  done.  Here 
it  was,  in  1890,  that  Mr.  Van  Voorst  believes  he  did  the  first  ditching 
in  this  section.  In  the  years  that  followed  Mr.  Van  Voorst  made  numer- 
ous improvements,  built  new  structures,  and  continued  to  add  to  his 
holdings  until  he  now  has  2,000  acres,  all  earned  by  himself  except 
forty  acres  which  he  received  from  his  father. 

Mr.  Van  Voorst  entered  the  financial  field  in  1897,  when,  with  Matt 
Reams,  he  started  a private  banking  institution  at  Chalmers.  In  1907 
Mr.  Reams’  interests  were  disposed  of  to  Mr.  Van  Voorst’s  father,  the 
bank  became  a state  institution  known  as  the  State  Bank  of  Chalmers, 
and  the  original  capital  of  $10,000  was  enlarged  to  $50,000.  When  this 
concern  started  to  do  business  it  was  located  in  one  corner  of  a hardware 
store,  but  the  bank  now  occupies  quarters  in  a modern  structure  which 
was  erected  by  Mr.  Van  Voorst  and  his  father  especially  for  banking 
purposes  and  which  is  known  as  the  Van  Voorst  Building.  Charles  Van 
Voorst  started,  in  1901  or  1902,  the  Bank  of  Kempton,  with  his  father, 
but  the  latter  subsequently  sold  his  interests  in  this  concern,  which  was 
capitalized  at  $25,000,  and  was  made  a State  institution  in  1907.  Charles 
Van  Voorst  continued  as  president  of  this  bank  until  January  1,  1914, 
since  which  time  he  has  had  no  official  position  therein. 

While  Mr.  Van  Voorst  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  political  af- 
fairs, he  lias  contributed  of  his  abilities,  means  and  influence  in  the 
support  of  men  and  measures  which  his  judgment  tells  him  will  be  of 
benefit  to  the  city  of  his  adoption.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  has  continued  as  a member  of  that  denomination 
to  the  present  time.  His  fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  775,  in  all  of  which  he  has  numerous  friends. 
His  career  has  been  one  which  is  to  be  commended  and  which  entitles 
him  to  the  regard  in  which  he  is  held  in  his  community  as  one  of  AVIiite 
County’s  representative  men. 

Joseph  S.  Minch.  During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  within 
the  borders  of  White  County,  Indiana,  J.  S.  Minch  has  worked  out  an 
admirable  destiny,  and  although  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  has  from  small 
beginnings  drawn  about  him  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  his  later 
years  such  substantial  compensations  as  wealth,  the  credit  for  having 
contributed  materially  to  the  general  development  of  the  community 
and  its  interests,  and  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  business  and 
social  associates.  Mr.  Minch  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Illinois,  May 
12.  3870,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Luther)  Minch. 
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Mr.  Minch  is  a grandson  on  both  sides  of  the  family  of  natives  of 
Germany.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  when 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  but  had  already  acquired  some  repu- 
tation in  his  native  land  as  a musician,  but  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try and  located  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  he  found  but  little  demand  for  his 
services  in  this  direction,  and  accordingly  accepted  whatever  employ- 
ment was  offered  him,  at  first  working  as  a farm  hand  at  $10  per  month. 
In  later  years  John  Minch  became  the  owner  of  a good  farm,  and  when 
he  died  was  known  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  community. 

George  Minch  was  born  in  Illinois  and  grew  up  as  a farmer  on  the 
rolling  prairies  of  the  Prairie  State.  Pie  received  his  education  in  the 
pioneer  district  schools  and  while  assisting  his  father  on  the  homestead 
also  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  When  Joseph  S.  Minch  was  one 
year  old  the  family  moved  to  Peoria,  and  there  the  father  worked  at 
the  trade  of  carpenter  for  about  two  years,  subsequently  going  to  the 
little  town  known  as  Washington,  Illinois,  where  he  settled  on  the  farm 
that  had  belonged  to  his  father.  That  continued  to  be  the  scene  of  his 
successful  labors  until  1880,  when  he  moved  to  Ford  County,  Illinois,  and 
purchased  his  first  farm.  There  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1896, 
when  he  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  until  his  retirement  was 
engaged  in  general  farming  operations,  being  the  owner  of  400  acres  of 
highly  developed  land.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Minch  makes  his  home 
at  Chalmers,  where  he  has  a modern  residence  of  the  bungalow  type. 
He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
Joseph  S.  is  the  first  born. 

Joseph  S.  Minch  was  ten  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved  to 
Ford  County,  and  there  in  the  public  schools  he  received  his  education. 
Reared  as  a farmer,  when  he  had  finished  school  he  adopted  that  voca- 
tion as  his  life  work,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  establishing  a home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia 
Fellwock,  who  was  born  in  Ford  County,  Illinois,  June  15,  1873,  the 
only  child  living  born  to  Charles  and  Catherine  (Barrick)  Fellwock. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  County  of  Ford.  Mr.  Fell- 
wock, the  father,  was  a native  of  Germany,  but  was  only  eight  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  their  first  place 
of  residence  being  in  Southern  Indiana.  Mr.  Fellwock  became  an  agri- 
culturist and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  now  living  in 
White  County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Fellwock  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  she  died  on  the  21st  of  December,  1912,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  Cemetery  in  Big  Creek  Township. 

In  1896,  Mr.  Minch,  with  his  wife  and  parents-in-law,  came  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  and  here  Mr.  Fellwock  purchased  240  acres  of  unim- 
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proved  land,  on  which  he  and  Mr.  Minch  later  made  all  the  improve- 
ments, doing  draining,  tiling,  fencing,  etc.  Mr.  Minch  has  since  added 
materially  to  the  first  purchase,  and  now  operates  2,900  acres,  of  which 
he  is  the  owner  of  2,700  acres,  the  balance  belonging  to  Mr.  Fellwock. 
Here  general  farming  and  stock  raising  are  carried  on  extensively,  and 
the  property  has  been  brought  to  the  highest  state  of  cultivation,  the 
soil  being  rich  and  fertile,  the  buildings  substantial,  the  equipment  of 
the  practical  and  useful  character,  and  the  cattle  fat  and  contented. 

While  his  time  has  been  largely  devoted  to  his  agricultural  opera- 
tions, Mr.  Minch  has  also  engaged  actively  in  other  matters,  and  with 
an  equal  measure  of  success.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Chalmers,  is  president  of  the  Farmers  Grain  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  in  1913,  and  is  vice  president  and  a stock- 
holder of  the  Chalmers  Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Minch  came  to  Chal- 
mers in  1901,  and  has  identified  himself  since  that  time  with  every 
progressive  movement  that  has  been  warranted  to  benefit  the  community. 
In  the  generally  accepted  meaning  of  the  term  he  is  not  a politician, 
but  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  operations  of  the  republican  party, 
has  served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  county  board,  and  at  the  latest 
election  met  with  defeat  by  but  four  votes.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Camp  No.  6058,  and  took  the 
offices  of  the  lodge;  and  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Brookston,  No.  66, 
White  County,  and  in  both  orders  has  numerous  friends.  Mr.  Minch 
has  found  the  time  and  the  inclination  to  take  an  active  part  in  religious 
affairs,  being  a charter  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Chalmers, 
in  which  he  has  served  for  some  time  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  a position  which  he  now  fills. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minch  are  the  parents  of  four  daughters : the  Misses 
Verna  May,  Laura  Gladys,  Maude  Evelyn,  and  Shirley  T.,  the  first  two 
born  in  Illinois,  and  the  latter  two  in  the  county  which  is  now  their 
home.  With  the  exception  of  Shirley,  the  daughters  are  graduates  of 
the  Chalmers  High  School.  Verna  also  spent  one  year  in  Northwestern 
University,  Evanston,  Illinois,  and  one  year  in  the  Woman’s  College  at 
Oxford,  Ohio.  Laura  also  spent  two  years  at  Oxford,  and  is  now  a stu- 
dent in  Bradley  Institute  at  Peoria,  Illinois.  Maude  has  had  one  year 
at  Oxford  and  is  also  attending  Bradley  Institute. 

Herman  Schroeder.  Big  Creek  Township  regards  the  Schroeder 
family  as  one  of  the  most  prominent,  and  a conspicuous  representative 
is  Herman  Schroeder,  the  popular  and  successful  merchant  at  Smith- 
son,  Indiana.  Mr.  Schroeder  began  his  career  as  a farmer,  but  since 
taking  up  merchandising  has  gradually  extended  his  trade,  his  stock 
and  capital,  and  now  has  an  excellent  business. 
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Herman  Schroeder  was  born  near  Reynolds  in  Honey  Creek  Town- 
ship, of  White  County,  December  17,  1870.  His  father,  John  Schroeder, 
was  a German  by  birth,  and  was  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  he  arrived  in  Monticello,  of  White  County,  during  the  winter 
of  1860-61.  He  came  with  a relative  and  his  parents  followed  him  sev- 
eral years  later.  His  first  work  was  by  the  month  in  the  employ  of 
farmers.  During  the  war  his  chief  employer  was  Roland  Hughes.  Sub- 
sequently he  took  up  farming  as  a renter,  and  finally  acquired  a place 
in  Honey  Creek  Township.  It  was  unimproved  land,  and  he  showed  both 
courage  and  industry  in  redeeming  it  from  the  wilderness.  He  after- 
wards sold  this  place,  then  rented  for  some  time  and  then  bought  a farm 
in  Big  Creek  Township.  This  last  named  place  is  now  owned  by  Charles 
Zarse.  Finally  John  Schroeder  bought  property  in  Reynolds,  and  lived 
there  until  his  death.  John  Schroeder  married  for  his  first  wife  Miss 
Grugel,  who  died  when  her  son  Herman  was  two  years  of  age.  There 
were  four  children  by  the  union,  and  one  is  now  deceased.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  John  Schroeder  married  Mary  Fastnow,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children. 

Herman  Schroeder  grew  up  on  a farm,  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  and  with  the  discipline  and  experience  acquired  under  his 
father’s  direction  was  ready  for  independent  responsibilities  after  he 
married.  Mr.  Schroeder  married  Mary  Bernfeldt,  daughter  of  Fred 
Bernfeldt.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Fred,  Edward  and 
Mabel,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Big  Creek  Township. 

After  several  years  of  farming,  Mr.  Schroeder  in  1897  established 
a general  store  at  Smithson,  and  opened  up  with  a very  small  stock.  He 
did  not  bid  for  patronage  in  vain,  and  in  a short  time  was  conducting 
a profitable  business.  It  has  been  gradually  increased  and  is  now  one 
of  the  best  country  stores  in  the  county.  Mr.  Schroeder  is  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds,  and  in  politics  is  a democrat  and  his 
father  has  been  likewise  minded  in  the  matter  of  politics. 

Joseph  W.  Chamberlain.  Among  other  distinctions  White  County 
enjoys  that  of  having  what  is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  finest  farm 
of  Indiana  within  the  limits  of  this  county.  This  is  the  great  W.  E. 
Morris  farm,  situated  in  Prairie  Township.  It  contains  640  acres,  and 
every  square  yard  is  susceptible  to  cultivation.  A long  article  might  be 
written  to  describe  this  estate,  its  equipment  and  improvement,  and  the 
efficiency  which  governs  all  its  processes.  These  may  be  briefly  suggested 
when  it  is  stated  that  the  price  of  $275  an  acre  has  been  refused  for 
the  farm. 

The  responsibilities  of  managing  such  an  estate  are  naturally  in  pro- 
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portion  to  its  value.  For  a number  of  years  these  duties  have  been 
entrusted  to  the  capable  hands  of  Joseph  W.  Chamberlain,  who  is  a 
native  of  White  County  and  is  one  of  the  practical  men  who  have  done 
so  much  in  recent  years  to  develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  this 
region. 

The  Chamberlains  are  among  the  older  pioneer  families  of  White 
County,  having  been  established  here  more  than  seventy  years  ago.  His 
grandfather,  Aaron  Chamberlain,  was  a native  of  England  and  came 
from  New  York  State  to  Prairie  Township  in  White  County  in  1843. 
Daniel  Chamberlain,  father  of  Joseph  W.,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  April  12,  1834,  two  years  after  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  was 
about  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  White  County.  He  married 
Sinia  Robinson,  a daughter  of  George  W.  and  Eliza  (Andrews)  Rob- 
inson, who  were  also  early  settlers  in  White  County.  All  the  six  chil- 
dren of  this  union  are  living,  very  unusual  for  an  aged  family : Joseph 
W.,  Aaron  F.,  George  W.,  Melissa,  Lola  and  Charles  E.  Only  Joseph  W. 
and  his  brother  George  W.  are  residents  of  White  County.  George  W., 
who  lives  in  the  Village  of  Chalmers,  married  Addie  Martin,  and  their 
children  are  Amy,  Earl,  Leo,  George  and  Opal. 

Grandfather  Chamberlain  was  the  owner  of  180  acres  of  land  in 
White  County  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Farming  has  been  the  regular 
vocation  throughout  the  three  generations.  The  male  members  of  thu 
family,  from  grandfather  to  grandson,  have  been  Jeffersonian  demo- 
crats in  politics,  but  office  seeking  has  not  been  a family  characteristic. 
The  earlier  members  of  the  family  in  White  County  were  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  faith  but  the  younger  people  are  Baptists. 

Joseph  W.  Chamberlain  was  born  in  Prairie  Township  on  section  7, 
August  7,  1862,  and  practically  all  his  life  has  been  spent  in  that  one 
locality.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  hay  business  at 
Brookston,  and  gave  up  that  vocation  fifteen  years  ago  to  take  the  man- 
agement of  the  W.  E.  Morris  estate  known  as  the  “Bank  Farm,”  in 
Prairie  Township.  At  different  times  he  has  made  his  influence  felt 
as  a democrat,  and  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  the  different  branches 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  No.  164  at  Brookston.  He  is 
affiliated  with  Grand  Prairie  Lodge  No.  164,  with  the  Encampment  and 
with  the  Rebekahs,  No.  376.  He  has  been  through  all  the  chairs  and  is 
a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A successful  man  from  a business  point  of  view  Mr.  Chamberlain 
has  been  helped  throughout  his  career  by  a noble  wife,  and  they  have 
a fine  family  of  children.  On  December  9,  1883,  Joseph  W.  Chamberlain 
and  Miss  Melissa  E.  Darnell  were  united  in  marriage.  The  seven  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  are : Ethel  D.,  who  married  Winnie 
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Deckard  and  lives  in  Bloomington,  Indiana ; Sinia  Blanche,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Martin  Van  Schapen,  living  in  Lafayette;  Tinia  May,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Vanderkolk,  living  at  Liberty,  Indiana,  and  they  have 
two  children,  named  Helen  Irene  and  Gertrude;  Hattie  B.  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Vanderkolk,  and  they  live  in  Tippecanoe  County;  Ira  C.  is 
unmarried  and  lives  at  home,  and  Chester  C.  and  Alice  Gertrude  are 
also  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  have  given  their  children  good, 
practical  educations,  and  all  have  graduated  from  the  common  schools. 
The  two  youngest,  Chester  and  Alice  Gertrude,  are  now  attending  the 
Brookston  High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  have  also  given  a 
home  to  an  estimable  young  lady,  Miss  Gertrude  Belle  Upjohn,  since  her 
parents’  death.  She  took  a complete  course  as  a nurse  in  the  Home  Hos- 
pital at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  now  occupies  a high  place  in  her  pro- 
fession. She  is  a graduate  of  the  Brookston  High  School,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  of  the  order  of  Rebekahs  at  Brookston. 
Mrs.  Chamberlain  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  of  Kentucky,  De- 
cember 4,  1861,  the  seventh  of  the  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  John  G.  and  Melissa  (Arrowsmith)  Darnell.  Eight  of  the 
children  are  living,  and  all  are  residents  of  Indiana,  while  four  are  living 
in  White  County.  Mr.  Darnell,  the  father,  was  born  in  Virginia,  March 
16,  1825,  and  died  in  March,  1902.  He  remained  in  his  native  state 
until  young  manhood,  locating  then  in  Kentucky,  where  he  married. 
He  was  a cooper  by  trade,  but  the  most  of  his  active  life  was  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  It  was  in  1868  that  he  came  to  Indiana,  locating 
first  in  Decatur  County,  and  in  1876  came  to  White  County.  He  gave 
his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party,  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  became  a member  of  the  Campbellite  Church,  now 
known  as  the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Darnell  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Kentucky,  and  her  death  occurred  in  White  County  in 
1896.  She  was  a Baptist  in  her  religious  belief.  Mrs.  Chamberlain  was 
but  seven  years  old  when  she  became  a resident  of  White  County,  and 
here  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  is  one  of  the  grand  and  noble 
wives  and  mothers  of  her  community,  has  reared  her  children  to  lives 
of  usefulness,  and  has  been  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  also  of  the  Order  of  Rebekahs  at 
Brookston.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  come  from  old  and  promi- 
nent families,  and  their  names  should  be  recorded  among  the  honored 
residents  of  White  County. 

Thomas  Tolen.  A recent  addition  to  the  sterling  citizenship  of  Big 
Creek  Township  is  Thomas  Tolen,  who  spent  part  of  his  early  life  in 
White  County  and  this  district  of  Indiana,  but  wTho  laid  the  foundation 
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for  his  substantial  prosperity  as  an  Iowa  farmer,  and  only  about  two 
years  ago  returned  to  White  County  and  invested  extensively  in  lands 
and  is  now  one  of  the  aggressive  factors  in  carrying  on  the  business  of 
development  and  improvement  in  his  section  of  the  county. 

Thomas  Tolen  was  born  in  Benton  County,  Indiana,  December  10, 
1873,  a son  of  Edward  and  Mary  Ellen  (Ormsby)  Tolen.  His  father 
was  a native  of  Ireland  and  his  mother  was  of  Irish  parentage.  There 
were  three  sons  in  the  family : William,  who  is  a merchant  in  Iowa,  and 
married  Geneva  Hanna,  whose  people  came  from  Wisconsin;  Charles, 
an  Iowa  farmer,  who  married  Catherine  O’Connors  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Tolen ’s  father  came  to  this  section  of  Indiana  in  1867,  and  after 
working  at  monthly  wages  finally  bought  a little  land  and  entered  upon 
his  career  as  an  independent  agriculturist.  On  account  of  sickness  he 
lost  his  first  purchase,  and  then  worked  as  a renter  for  ten  years.  He 
finally  moved  out  to  Iowa,  and  is  still  living  in  that  state,  prosperous 
and  highly  respected. 

Thomas  Tolen  received  his  education  while  living  on  a farm  and 
assisting  his  father.  He  continued  at  home  until  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
and  then  married  Miss  Caroline  R.  Mills,  daughter  of  Herman  and 
Elizabeth  (Demerly)  Mills,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  White 
County.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Tolen  located  on  a rented  farm,  re- 
mained there  five  years,  and  the  results  of  his  industry  and  the  thrifty 
management  on  the  part  of  himself  and  wife,  enabled  him  to  buy  eighty 
acres  in  Webster  County,  Iowa.  He  improved  that  land,  then  bought 
100  acres  in  the  same  section,  and  was  soon  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  residents  in  the  fine  farming  district  around  Fort  Dodge. 
Mr.  Tolen  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics  while  a resident  of  Iowa, 
and  his  popularity  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  while  he  is  a democrat 
and  lived  in  a republican  district,  he  was  elected  township  clerk  by  a 
majority  of  forty-seven,  though  normally  the  republican  candidate  would 
have  had  the  office  by  at  least  sixty  votes.  To  further  show  the  esteem 
and  respect  paid  Mr.  Tolen  whilst  a resident  of  Iowa,  the  people  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Senatorial  District,  in  1912,  urged  him  to  become  a can- 
didate for  state  senator  in  this  district,  overwhelmingly  republican,  with 
a usual  majority  of  3,500,  and  he  made  the  race  and  was  defeated  by 
only  800  votes.  For  two  terms  he  also  served  on  the  school  board  and 
was  twice  president  of  the  board,  and  his  value  in  citizenship  well 
matched  his  progressiveness  and  prosperity  as  a farmer. 

In  1913  Mr.  Tolen  returned  to  White  County,  and  bought  his  present 
farm,  comprising  a half  section  of  land,  in  Big  Creek  Township.  He  has 
invested  much  money  and  has  used  the  experience  acquired  in  Iowa  in 
developing  this  place,  and  is  already  well  established  as  a general  farmer 
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and  stock  raiser.  He  is  also  instrumental  in  the  building*  of  a new 
gravel  road  in  Big  Creek  Township.  This  road  is  now  under  construc- 
tion and  will  be  known  as  “The  Tolen  Road.”  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church  at  Reynolds,  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tolen  have  the  following  children:  William  Edward, 
Elizabeth  Louise,  Catherine  Violet,  Herman  Leo,  Mary  Ellen,  Thomas 
Vincent,  Anna  Josephine,  Paul  Joseph,  and  Lillian  Irene. 

Charles  H.  Shigley.  It  has  been  the  privilege  and  fortune  of 
Charles  H.  Shigley,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  White  County,  to 
realize  many  of  his  worthy  ambitions,  and  through  the  exercise  of  good 
judgment  and  business  sagacity  to  wrest  from  his  opportunities  a full 
measure  of  success.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, having  been  born  in  Tippecanoe  County  February  10,  1867,  a son 
of  Noah  B.  and  Sarah  (Stewart)  Shigley,  and  a member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  of  that  county,  where  it  was  founded  by  his  grandpar- 
ents, natives  of  Ohio,  who  migrated  to  Indiana  at  a very  early  date  in 
the  state’s  history. 

Noah  B.  Shigley  was  a man  whose  career  was  an  unusual  one  because 
of  the  extremes  of  poverty  and  substantiality  which  it  included.  He 
was  born  in  Indiana  and  grew  up  amid  pioneer  surroundings,  in  a 
neighborhood  destitute  of  schools,  so  that  his  education  was  necessarily 
of  the  scantiest  kind.  No  other  advantages  were  granted  him,  and  he 
thus  began  life  badly  handicapped,  but  he  possessed  good  habits,  was 
thorough  and  thrift}^,  ambitious  and  determined,  and  through  the  pos- 
session of  these  qualifications  and  the  willingness  to  work  day  and  night 
he  won  his  way  to  success.  From  working  as  a farm  hand  for  others  at 
small  pay,  he  steadily  advanced  himself  to  a place  where  he  was  inde- 
pendent and  in  the  possession  of  700  acres  of  land,  the  head  of  a large 
and  well  established  family,  and  the  recipient  of  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived  and  labored.  He  came  to  White 
County  in  1868  and  settled  first  in  Prairie  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased 320  acres  of  land  at  $35  per  acre,  this  being  all  unimproved  land 
at  that  time.  There  the  father  did  all  the  tiling,  fencing  and  draining, 
and  also  erected  the  barn,  the  house  being  there  at  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase. Mr.  Shigley  continued  to  be  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  operations  during  the  balance  of  his  career,  or  until  1903, 
when  he  retired  from  active  pursuits  and  moved  to  his  comfortable  home 
at  Chalmers,  There  Mrs.  Shigley  died  in  1904,  while  he  survived  until 
1908.  In  the  family  of  Noah  B.  and  Sarah  Shigley  there  were  eight 
children,  Charles  H.  being  the  next  to  the  last  in  order  of  birth. 

The  country  schools  o'f  White  County  furnished  Charles  H.  Shigley 
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with  his  educational  advantages,  and  when  his  studies  were  completed 
he  started  helping  his  father  in  the  development  and  cultivation  of  the 
home  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Nora  A.  White,  a daughter  of  Daniel  White,  early  settlers  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shigley  on  the  farm  wrhich  they  now  occupy : Harry  and  Sadie.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Shigley  located  on  his  present  property  of  195 
acres,  which  is  one  of  the  good  farms  of  the  community.  The  buildings 
are  modern  and  substantial  and  the  improvements  are  up-to-date  in 
every  way,  and  Mr.  Shigley  has  devoted  a great  deal  of  time  and  effort 
to  putting  in  tiling.  He  is  considered  a good,  energetic  and  progressive 
agriculturist,  combining  time-tried  and  practical  methods  with  the  ex- 
periments and  innovations  of  the  present  day,  and  so  directing  his  labors 
that  they  bring  him  a maximum  of  return  for  a minimum  of  work.  His 
reputation  in  business  circles  is  an  excellent  one,  for  he  has  always  shown 
fidelity  to  engagements.  Politically  a democrat,  Mr.  Shigley  has  served 
his  township  very  acceptably  as  a supervisor,  and  at  all  times  has  dis- 
played his  earnest  desire  to  help  his  community  and  his  county  to  further 
development  and  prosperity. 

William  Zarse.  One  of  the  families  in  Big  Creek  Township  that 
represents  the  sterling  industry  of  the  German- American  citizen  is  that 
of  Mrs.  Minnie  Zarse,  widow  of  the  late  William  Zarse,  who  came  to 
White  County  when  a young  man,  without  capital,  without  any  influ- 
ence or  prospects,  and  before  his  death  succeeded  in  establishing  a home 
for  his  family,  and  since  then  Mrs.  Zarse  has  carried  on  and  continued 
the  work  of  improvement  and  both  deserve  the  highest  credit  for  what 
they  have  accomplished. 

William  Zarse  was  born  in  Germany  in  1853,  and  after  a brief  edu- 
cation emigrated  to  America.  After  working  for  a time  in  White  County, 
he  was  married  at  Reynolds,  to  Miss  Minnie  Hintz,  daughter  of  Fred 
and  Mary  (Prill)  Hintz.  Mrs.  Zarse,  who  was  one  of  ten  children,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  her 
parents  locating  in  White  County.  Her  father  owned  a farm  near 
Reynolds. 

Preceding  William  Zarse  his  two  brothers,  Fred  and  Charles,  had 
come  to  America  and  located  in  White  County.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Zarse  established  his  home  on  a rented  farm,  known  as  the  Bob  Roberts 
farm,  lived  there  two  years,  then  rented  the  Reynolds  farm  for  eight 
years,  and  finally  bought  the  present  place  of  eighty  acres.  On  occupy- 
ing this  land  he  took  up  with  characteristic  vigor  the  business  of  im- 
provement, and  was  getting  well  started  and  established  financially  when 
death  took  him  away  on  February  3,  1895,  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 
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Since  his  death  Mrs.  Zarse  has  assumed  the  heavy  responsibilities 
not  only  of  the  home  but  of  the  farm,  and  has  done  much  in  the  way 
of  improvement.  She  has  erected  several  buildings,  and  has  brought 
the  land  to  a state  of  improvement  which  makes  it  much  more  valuable 
than  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  Mrs.  Zarse  and  her  children  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  her  husband  was  of  the  same  faith  and  in 
politics  a democrat. 

Their  children  are  five  in  number,  and  all  were  born  in  White  County. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Wease,  Theodore  married  Emma  Brandt, 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Enz,  Robert  married  Ida  Dahlenburg, 
and  Emil  married  Ella  Mann. 

James  F.  French.  Some  of  the  most  capable  citizens  White 
County  has  ever  had  have  been  members  of  the  French  family,  which 
for  nearly  fifty  years  has  been  identified  with  Prairie  Township.  They 
have  been  farmers,  manufacturers  and  business  men,  and  there  has  been 
an  almost  invariable  record  of  success  in  every  enterprise  with  which 
they  have  been  connected. 

William  French,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  White  County,  was 
born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  November  27,  1833,  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  state.  His  father,  Asa  French,  was  a native  of  New  Jersey 
and  moved  to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  during  the  pioneer  days.  Asa  French 
was  notable  for  his  fatherhood,  and  by  his  two  wives  had  twenty-one 
children. 

William  French,  who  was  one  of  the  sons  horn  to  the  second  mar- 
riage, had  a sister,  Sarah  Ripley,  who  was  born  June  25,  1825,  married 
William  Ripley  and  now  lives  at  Brookston,  Indiana,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years.  William  French  married  Mary  Susan  Ash  on 
March  12,  1861.  His  married  life  endured  a little  more  than  six  years 
until  his  death  March  27,  1867.  William  French  and  his  brother  Moses 
French  and  his  brother-in-law  William  Ripley  came  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  in  March,  1856.  He  settled  in  the  northeast  part  of  Prairie 
Township  on  a farm,  and  became  known  as  a law  abiding,  hard  work- 
ing man.  He  commanded  respect  from  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  death 
at  an  early  age  was  a loss  to  the  county.  The  three  children  of  William 
French  and  wife  were:  Charles  J.,  James  F.  and  William.  All  three  of 
these  sons  were  reared  at  Brookston,  where  they  received  their  schooling. 

Charles  J.  French  was  horn  February  5,  1862.  He  followed  farming 
in  Prairie  Township  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  then  went  out  to 
West  Union,  Iowa,  where  he  was  married  and  engaged  in  business.  He 
wedded  Emma  Adell  Archer  and  their  two  children  were  William  A.  and 
May.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Piru  City,  California,  and  for  several 
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years  was  in  general  merchandising.  Returning  to  Indiana,  he  organ- 
ized at  Brookston  a stock  company  for  conducting  a canning  factory  at 
Prairie  Grove,  Arkansas,  and  while  actively  identified  with  that  business 
died  there. 

James  F.  French,  who  is  the  only  surviving  son,  was  born  on  the 
home  farm  in  Prairie  Township  February  7,  1864,  was  brought  to 
Brookston  when  four  years  of  age,  and  grew  up  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  public  schools.  His  life  was  spent  as  a farmer  until 
1888,  at  which  date  he  and  his  brother  William  bought  a hardware 
store,  and  subsequently  expanded  their  stock  to  include  furniture.  This 
was  his  principal  business  enterprise  until  1910,  when  Mr.  French  sold 
the  store  to  A.  L.  Backenridge  & Son.  While  looking  after  this  mercan- 
tile concern,  the  brothers  also  operated  their  farm  and  became  actively 
identified  with  the  canning  industry.  James  F.  French  was  married 
March  26,  1907,  to  Anna  Hildebrandt.  Mr.  French  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a republican  in  politics. 

William  French,  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons,  was  born  August 
18,  1866,  and  was  accidentally  killed  in  a gasoline  explosion  on  August 
16,  1911.  He  spent  all  his  life  in  Prairie  Township,  and  from  early 
manhood  was  closely  associated  with  his  brother  James  in  business 
affairs.  He  was  essentially  a business  man,  keen,  capable  and  appar- 
ently possessed  of  a special  genius  for  business  undertakings.  William 
French  married  Miss  Ruth  Bur  get.  He  died  when  life  was  at  its  best 
for  him. 

George  A.  Rainier.  Among  the  families  whose  claim  to  long  resi- 
dence in  White  County  are  based  upon  settlement  before  the  Civil  war, 
one  of  those  with  an  additional  record  of  honest  worth  and  value  to 
that  community  is  that  of  Rainier,  in  the  vicinity  of  Brookston.  The 
first  of  them  to  come  to  this  vicinity  was  John  F.  Rainier,  whose  former 
home  was  in  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  and  who  first  located  on  a farm 
near  Ash  Grove  close  to  the  White  County  line,  and  lived  there  two 
years  before  coming  into  White  County  proper. 

John  F.  Rainier  was  a fine  type  of  the  early  settler.  Born  in  New 
Jersey  December  23,  1823,  he  was  a son  of  Stacey  Rainier.  The  family 
originally  came  out  of  France,  as  indicated  by  the  name,  but  for  gen- 
erations they  have  been  American  born.  Stacey  Rainier  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  married  Elizabeth  Ford,  by  whom  he  had  a family 
of  six  children.  Stacey  Rainier  himself  came  to  White  County  as  early 
as  1859,  and  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  here.  Four  of 
their  sons  served  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war,  and  one  of  them,  Joseph, 
was  sergeant  in  the  Tenth  Indiana  Battery  and  gave  up  his  life  while 
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in  the  service.  In  religious  belief  both  Stacey  Rainier  and  his  wife  were 
strong  believers  in  spiritualism.  He  was  a great  lover  of  live  stock  and 
while  many  of  his  neighbors  kept  their  animals  poor  and  ill  fed,  his 
horses  were  always  fat  and  sleek.  His  life  here  as  elsewhere  was  such  as 
to  command  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

John  F.  Rainier  came  West  from  New  Jersey  when  a young  man, 
first  locating  in  Randolph  County,  where  he  married  Yerinda  Neal.  In 
1858  they  located  in  Tippecanoe  County  just  across  the  White  County 
line.  About  two  years  later,  in  1866,  they  transferred  their  home  to 
White  County  and  bought  157  acres  in  Prairie  Township  west  of 
Brookston.  That  was  the  home  of  John  F.  Rainier  for  a number  of 
years.  He  finally  left  the  farm  to  the  operation  of  his  son  and  moved 
to  Brookston  to  engage  in  the  grocery  business.  Failing  health  caused 
his  retirement  from  an  active  career,  and  after  that  he  lived  somewhat 
quietly  until  his  death  on  August  23,  1888.  In  religion  John  F.  Rainier 
was  a Universalist  and  in  politics  a democrat.  He  served  as  assessor 
of  Prairie  Township  and  as  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Brookston. 
It  was  characteristic  of  the  man  that  he  took  others  to  be  what  he  was 
himself — honest  and  obliging.  This  trait  of  character  often  brought  him 
trouble  and  financial  loss.  His  death  bereaved  the  community  of  a man 
it  could  ill  afford  to  lose.  His  wife  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Indi- 
ana, October  2,  1830,  and  died  August  4,  1898.  The  three  sons  of  their 
marriage  are  John  S.,  Oscar  K.  and  George  A.,  all  of  whom  are  living 
in  Indiana,  and  two  in  White  County. 

George  A.  Rainier  was  born  in  Randolph  County  May  20,  1853,  and 
was  only  a child  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  White  County,  where 
he  has  spent  practically  all  his  life.  His  youth  brought  him  into  touch 
with  the  hard  work  of  the  farm  in  that  generation,  and  his  education 
was  acquired  by  attending  the  district  schools  and  the  public  schools 
of  Brookston  and  also  the  old  Brookston  Academy.  When  only  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  was  a valuable  helper  to  his  father  in  the  store  at  Brooks- 
ton, but  subsequently  returned  to  farming  and  made  that  his  vocation 
for  about  three  years.  Returning  to  Brookston,  he  became  a partner  of 
his  father,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  the  latter  retired  from  business. 
For  the  next  quarter  of  a century  Mr.  Rainier  was  active  as  a general 
merchant,  and  through  his  trade  relations  became  widely  known  about 
this  section  of  the  state.  In  the  meantime  he  had  invested  his  surplus 
in  land  from  time  to  time,  and  is  now  one  of  the  large  owners  of  country 
property,  having  325  acres,  125  of  which  are  in  Round  Grove  and  the 
rest  in  Prairie  Township. 

George  A.  Rainier  was  married  January  4,  1877,  to  Miss  Emma  S. 
Krinnieng,  who  was  born  in  White  County,  Indiana,  December  14,  1855, 
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a daughter  of  August  and  Rosanna  (Quade)  Krinnieng.  *Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rainier  have  a son,  Alfred  P.,  who  was  born  February  20,  1879,  and  is 
now  in  the  successful  practice  of  medicine  at  Remington,  Indiana.  He 
is  a graduate  of  the  Brookston  High  School,  spent  two  years  in  the  Rush 
.Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  took  his  degree  in  medicine  from  the 
Physicians  & Surgeons  College  of  St,  Louis.  George  A.  Rainier  is  a 
democrat,  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his  wife  and 
son  are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

Andrew  and  Sherman  Cochran.  Through  a period  of  more  than 
sixty  years  the  activities  and  influence  of  the  Cochran  family  have  been 
such  as  f o justify  a page  of  record  in  the  history  of  White  County.  The 
social  life  and  business  affairs  of  the  little  Village  of  Brookston  were  the 
stage  on  which  the  late  Andrew  Cochran  played  an  important  part  for 
many  years,  and  one  of  his  sons  is  still  active  in  business  affairs  there. 

Andrew  Cochran  came  to  White  County  in  the  fall  of  1854,  locating 
near  Brookston,  where  he  began  work  at  his  trade  as  a carpenfeu  He 
was  born  near  Madison,  Indiana,  November  2,  1822,  a son  of  Andrew 
Cochran,  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Andrew,  Sr.,  was  a native  of 
Kentucky,  where  his  parents  had  located  in  the  days  of  Daniel  Boone. 
From  Kentucky  he  moved  over  the  frontier  into  Indiana  when  it  was 
a wilderness  infested  with  Indians  and  wild  game.  Andrew,  Sr.,  made 
himself  a factor  in  the  early  days  of  Indiana,  wheu  it  was  emerging 
from  the  conditions  of  a territorial  existence  into  the.,  dignity  of  state- 
hood. Andrew^  Sr.,  married  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  they  spent  the  rest 
of  their  lives  in  Southern  Indiana.  There  were  eleven  children  in  the 
family,  and  the  son  Andrew,  Jr.,  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age  when 
left  an  orphan  and  with  an  important  part  to  bear  in  assisting  to  pro- 
vide a living  for  the  household. 

His  early  life  was  spent  in  Madison,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  was  four  times  married.  His  first 
wife  left  him  with  two  children,  one  of  them  now  living.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Michel  French,  a daughter  of  Asa  French  and  a sister  of 
the  late  William  French,  who  was  also  an  early  settler  in  Prairie  Town- 
ship of  White  County,  and  concerning  whom  record  appears  on  other 
pages.  Michel  French  by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Cochran  became  'the 
mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  There  are  no  chil- 
dren by  the  last  two  wives  of  Andrew  Cochran. 

Andrew  Cochran  moved  from  Madison  to  White  County  in  1854, 
and  as  a worker  at  his  trade  assisted  in  building  the  Monon  Railroad. 
Nearly  all  his  active  career  was  spent  as  a carpenter,  though  in  the  ’70s 
he  established  a furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Brookston.  His 
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wife,  however,  assumed  most  of  the  responsibilities  connected  with  the 
management  of  this  business,  while  he  continued  working  as  a carpenter 
contractor.  Many  of  the  buildings  throughout  White  County  erected 
by  him  are  still  standing  and  visible  witnesses  of  his  industry.  Andrew 
Cochran  died  September  28,  1901.  He  was  in  many  ways  a remarkable 
man.  Brought  up  under  the  strict  tenets  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  the  older  day,  he  never  wholly  departed  from  its  teachings.  Temper- 
ate in  his  habits  and  thoroughly  honest,  he  assumed  the  same  virtue  in 
others,  and  this  not  infrequently  interfered  with  his  own  business  pros- 
perity. Hard  working  and  industrious,  he  often  became  the  victim  of 
the  unscrupulous,  but  with  all  this  no  cause  was  advocated  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  community  but  what  he  was  a liberal  contributor  thereto. 
When  the  Civil  war  threatened  the  disruption  of  the  Union  he  enlisted 
as  first  lieutenant  in  Company  F of  the  Ninety-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  was  mustered  in  October  7,  1862.  He  was  commissioned 
captain  of  his  company  on  November  8,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  June  5,  1865.  As  an  individual  he 
had  an  important  part  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  his  military 
career  gained  him  the  commendation  of  his  superior  officers  and  will  de- 
servedly be  a matter  of  pride  to  all  his  descendants.  He  was  a republi- 
can in  politics,  and  for  many  years  was  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Of  his  children  now  living,  one,  William  A.,  is 
a physician  at  Danville,  Illinois,  while  another  son,  Clyde  C.,  is  a con- 
ductor on  the  Monon  Railroad  and  lives  at  Lafayette.  The  only  one  now 
living  in  White  County  is  Sherman. 

Sherman  Cochran  was  born  in  Brookston,  Indiana,  April  22,  1867, 
grew  up  in  that  community,  attended  the  local  schools,  and  has  seldom 
been  out  of  White  County  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  Since  1904 
he  has  been  actively  identified  with  merchandising.  Mr.  Cochran  is 
independent  in  politics  and  usually  votes  for  the  man  and  for  principles 
rather  than  for  the  party.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall  Lodge,  No.  289,  both  the  subordinate  and  the 
uniformed  rank  of  the  order  at  Delphi,  Company  No.  86,  and  in  the 
latter  holds  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  On  June  28,  1891,  Sherman  Cochran 
married  Miss  Emma  J.  Currie.  They  have  one  son,  Vaughn  K. 

Leven  Tucker.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  White  County  one 
whose  name  should  be  mentioned  with  the  respect  and  honor  due  his  early 
coming  and  his  successful  activities  and  position  in  the  community  is 
the  late  Leven  Tucker.  His  home  for  many  years  was  in  Big  Creek 
Township,  and  he  saw  that  community  grow  and  develop  from  a raw, 
uncultivated  prairie  to  a rich  and  fertile  agricultural  district.  His 
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life  was  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of  its 
products  and  his  industries  and  well  directed  efforts  led  him  to  a most 
gratifying  success. 

Leven  Tucker  was  born  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  January  12,  1823, 
In  1840  he  removed  with  the  family  to  Cass  County,  Indiana,  gained  his 
education  there  in  the  early  schools,  and  in  1848,  when  still  a young 
man,  arrived  in  White  County,  where  the  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed.  His  entire  career  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  a 
field  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned 
a tract  of  six  hundred  acres,  all  in  good  state  of  cultivation  and  with 
improvements  of  the  most  modern  character.  This  was  a strange  condi- 
tion compared  with  the  land  when  he  first  came  to  the  county.  Then 
all  was  wild,  the  prairie  raw,  the  few  houses  principally  of  logs,  and 
game  of  all  kinds  was  to  be  found  in  the  woods  and  in  the  prairies. 

The  late  Leven  Tucker  was  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  promi- 
nence and  influence  in  his  community,  enjoyed  a long  and  active  life, 
and  was  eighty-four  years  of  age  when  he  passed  away  with  the  honor 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  January  25,  1907.  In  politics  he  was 
a republican,  but  in  his  early  days  had  voted  the  whig  ticket. 

He  was  married  in  White  County  November  9,  1849,  about  a year 
after  he  came  to  this  section,  to  Miss  J^ne  Wolverton,  a daughter  of 
Philip  and  Mary  (Pritchett)  Wolverton.  After  their  marriage  they 
lived  in  a log  house  for  several  years,  and  in  that  humble  home  several 
if  not  all  of  their  children  were  born.  With  increasing  prosperity  they 
changed  the  log  house  for  a more  comfortable  and  more  commodious 
structure,  and  while  the  parents  themselves  had  acquired  their  early 
training  in  some  of  the  old  fashioned  log  schoolhouses  of  primitive  facil- 
ities, they  sent  their  own  children  to  better  schools,  though  some  of  the 
older  ones  attended  one  of  the  log  houses  in  which  school  was  kept  up  to 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago  in  White  County. 

To  the  marriage  of  Leven  Tucker  and  wife  were  born  six  children: 
William,  who  was  bom  in  Big  Creek  township  April  26,  1851,  and  mar- 
ried Carrie  (Bailey)  Carvin;  Mary  Frances,  who  is  deceased;  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  who  married  R.  A.  Clark;  Etna  Elzora,  who  married  F.  M. 
Havens;  and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  William  Tucker,  the  oldest 
son  of  Leven  Tucker,  is  a farmer  in  Big  Creek  Township,  where  he  was 
born  and  reared,  and  still  occupies  a portion  of  the  old  homestead  left 
him  by  his  father.  His  wife  is  a native  of  Delaware  County,  Indiana, 
where  she  was  born  August  3,  1879,  being  the  second  in  a family  of  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  whose  parents  were  Charles  L. 
and  Viola  E.  (Ensworth)  Bailey.  Mrs.  Tucker’s  sister  and  two  brothers 
are : Nellie,  wife  of  M.  F.  Chalfant,  of  Detroit,  Michigan ; Clinton,  who 
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is  an  iron  worker  by  trade,  lives  in  Madison,  Illinois,  and  married  Mollie 
Myers ; and  Wade,  who  lives  retired  in  Muncie,  Indiana.  Mr.  Bailey,  the 
father  of  these  children,  was  born  in  Indiana,  educated  himself  for  the 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Indiana  bar,  was  a republican  in  politics, 
and  died  in  1895.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Tucker  was  born  in  Parke  County, 
Indiana,  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools,  and  is  now  living 
at  Muncie,  Indiana.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the 
New  Light  Church.  Mrs.  Tucker  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  city  schools.  She  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tucker  reside  in  a pretty  cottage  in  Chalmers,  and  are  citizens 
who  command  the  respect  of  all. 

Samuel  Wilson.  An  unusually  successful  career  was  that  of  the 
late  Samuel  Wilson,  who  though  a resident  of  White  County  only  about 
twenty  years,  made  that  a time  of  great  accomplishment,  and  as  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser  stood  second  to  none  in  his  generation. 

Born  near  Darby ville,  Ohio,  in  1849,  the  late  Samuel  Wilson  had 
in  his  veins  a mixture  of  Scotch,  Irish,  English,  Dutch,  Welsh  and  Ger- 
man blood.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio,  and  arrived  within 
the  limits  of  White  County  on  March  4,  1888.  For  thirteen  years  he 
showed  his  capabilities  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  the  management 
of  a thousand  acres  of  land,  which  he  rented.  As  a stock  man  he  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  Shorthorn  and  Polled- Angus  breed.  In  1899 
Mr.  Wilson  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  and  a year  later  secured  the 
two  hundred  forty  acres  adjoining  in  West  Point  Township,  thus  giving 
him  the  large  farm  of  three  hundred  twenty  acres. 

While  living  in  Ohio  in  1873,  Samuel  Wilson  married  Mathilda  Hill. 
Their  six  children  were:  Fred  Thomas;  Randall  A.;  Julia  E.,  wife  of 
Elton  Burget ; Robert,  now  deceased ; Samuel  E. ; and  Agnes  L.  The 
late  Mr.  Wilson  was  a democrat  in  politics  and  held  several  minor  offices, 
though  they  came  to  him  without  his  asking.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  died  in  that  faith  April  11,  1909,  and  is  now  at  rest 
in  West  Point  Cemetery.  His  widow  is  living  in  Chalmers. 

George  W.  Chamberlain.  Four  generations  of  the  Chamberlain 
family  have  found  representation  in  White  County,  and  this  mere  state- 
ment in  itself  bears  significance,  for  it  indicates  conclusively  that  the 
family  name  has  been  associated  with  the  history  of  the  county  since 
the  early  pioneer  days.  Further  than  this,  those  who  have  borne  the 
name  have  in  each  successive  generation  stood  exponent  of  the  best  type 
of  citizenship  and  have  given  to  the  world  assurance  of  sterling  integrity 
and  worthy  achievement.  He  to  whom  this  memoir  is  dedicated  was  a 
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scion  of  the  second  generation  of  the  family  in  White  County  and  was 
a lad  of  about  seven  years  when,  in  1843,  his  parents  established  their 
home  in  what  is  now  West  Point  Township,  this  county,  where  his  father 
became  one  of  the  organizers  of  this  township,  even  as  he  was  one  of 
the  strong  and  loyal  pioneers  who  here  instituted  a reclamation  of  a 
productive  farm  from  the  virtual  wilderness.  George  W.  Chamberlain 
was  a man  of  staunch  rectitude,  broa'd  mental  grasp  and  much  construc- 
tive ability,  his  having  been  a large  and  benignant  influence  in  connec- 
tion with  the  civic  and  industrial  progress  and  prosperity  of  White 
County,  where  his  memory  is  held  in  enduring  honor  now  that  he  has 
passed  from  the  stage  of  life’s  mortal  endeavors,  his  death  having  oc- 
curred on  the  5th  of  October,  1913,  and  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest, 
in  the  West  Point  Cemetery. 

George  W.  Chamberlain  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  on 
the  12th  of  September,  1836,  and  was  a son  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth 
(Thatcher)  Chamberlain.  His  father  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
was  there  reared  to  adidt  age  under  conditions  and  influences  that  admir- 
ably fitted  him  for  his  subsequent  activities  as  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers 
of  the  fine  old  Hoosier  State,  where  he  initiated  the  reclamation  and 
cultivation  of  lands  that  are  worth  nearly  fifty  times  as  much  as  was 
paid  for  the  property  in  the  pioneer  era.  Aaron  Chamberlain  was  born 
in  the  year  1805,  and  was  in  the  very  prime  of  his  strong  and  resourceful 
manhood  when  he  came  from  the  old  Keystone  State  to  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  pioneers  of  Indiana.  He  came  with  his  family  to  White  County 
in  the  year  1843,  and  obtained  a tract  of  wild  land  now  included  in 
West  Point  Township.  He  was  actively  associated  in  the  organization 
of  the  township  and  with  all  community  affairs  of  public  order,  with 
secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  who  knew  him.  With 
characteristic  energy  and  discrimination  he  set  to  himself  the  herculean 
task  of  reclaiming  his  embryonic  farm,  but  he  lived  only  six  years  after 
establishing  his  home  in  White  County,  where  he  died,  at  his  pioneer 
homestead,  in  1849,  shortly  prior  to  his  fiftieth  birthday  anniversary. 
His  wife  survived  him  by  a number  of  years,  and  the  names  of  both 
merit  high  place  on  the  roll  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  White  County. 
They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely : Joseph,  Henry,  Henri- 
etta, Daniel,  George  W.,  Emeline,  Caroline,  Mary,  John  and  Aaron.  All 
of  the  children  are  now  deceased  except  Henry,  who  is  a well  known 
resident  of  Big  Creek  Township,  this  county. 

George  W.  Chamberlain  was  a child  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal 
from  Carroll  County  to  Tippecanoe  County,  in  which  latter  county  the 
family  home  was  maintained  several  years,  near  Battleground.  In  1843, 
as  already  noted  in  a preceding  paragraph,  removal  was  made  to  White 
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County  and  a home  was  established  in  West  Point  Township,  which  had 
not  yet  been  set  off  as  a separate  subdivision  of  the  county.  Here  young 
George  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  invigorating  discipline  of  the 
pioneer  farm,  and  he  early  began  to  contribute  his  quota  to  its  work, 
the  while  he  made  good  use  of  the  advantages  afforded  in  the  early 
schools  of  the  community  and  laid  adequate  foundation  upon  which  to 
rear  the  superstructure  of  broad  knowledge  and  mature  judgment  that 
denoted  the  man  of  later  years.  He  became  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
holders and  representative  agriculturists  of  the  county  that  was  his  home 
for  the  long  period  of  seventy  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
the  owner  of  a valuable  landed  estate  of  1,120  acres  in  White  County, 
where  few  men  could  claim  more  extended  possessions  in  evidence  of 
worthy  material  success  and  prosperity.  He  stood  representative  of  the 
best  in  the  community  life  and  fully  merited  the  unqualified  esteem  in 
which  he  was  uniformly  held.  Somewhat  conservative  in  his  opinions, 
he  was  firm  in  his  convictions  and  combined  with  an  abundant  physical 
vigor  an  equal  staunchness  in  upholding  what  he  believed  to  be  right, 
whether  in  politics,  religion  or  general  morality.  He  was  independent 
and  fearless,  seldom  required  advice  from  others,  though  he  was  a valued 
counsellor  to  others.  He  gave  close  attention  to  his  business  activities 
as  one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  and  stockgrowers  of  White  County, 
and  from  his  honorable  and  well  directed  endeavors  he  achieved  large 
and  worthy  success. 

Well  fortified  in  his  views  concerning  governmental  and  economic 
policies,  he  accorded  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  though  he  had 
no  predilection  for  the  activities  of  so  called  practical  politics.  He  never 
sought  public  office,  but  his  civic  loyalty  was  such  that  he  did  not  refuse 
his  service  when  called  to  local  positions  of  trust,  including  those  of 
township  supervisor  and  township  assessor.  He  was  affiliated  with  the 
lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Chalmers  and  was 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1860,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain  to  Miss  Eliza  Robinson,  who  likewise  was  born  and  reared 
in  Indiana,  as  ,a  member  of  a sterling  pioneer  family  of  this  favored 
commonwealth.  Of  the  nine  children  of  this  union  Eva,  Mary  and  Caro- 
line are  deceased;  Rosa  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Eldon  Bostick  and  they 
reside  in  Honey  Creek  Township ; John  W.  is  individually  mentioned  on 
other  pages  of  this  publication;  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  William  Shu- 
maker, of  Big  Creek  Township;  Lee  and  Robert  are  prosperous  agri- 
culturists in  West  Point  Township;  and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Crockett,  of  Denver,  Colorado.  Mrs.  Chamberlain  died  in  June,  1884. 
She  was  a Methodist  in  belief. 
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John  W.  Chamberlain.  A scion  in  the  third  generation  of  a family 
whose  name  has  been  one  of  special  prominence  and  influence  in  con- 
nection with  the  social  and  material  development  and  upbuilding  of 
White  County,  John  W.  Chamberlain  has  made  himself  a worthy  suc- 
cessor to  his  honored  father,  both  as  a loyal  and  progressive  citizen  and 
as  one  of  the  substantial  exponents  of  the  great  basic  industries  of 
agriculture  and  stock-growing  in  his  native  county,  where  he  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  West  Point  township.  On  other 
pages  of  this  work  is  entered  a memorial  tribute  to  his  father,  the  late 
George  W.  Chamberlain,  and  thus  a further  review  of  the  family  history 
is  not  demanded  in  the  present  connection. 

On  the  old  homestead  farm  of  the  family,  in  section  12,  range  5 
West,  of  West  Point  Township,  John  W.  Chamberlain  was  born  on  the 
10th  of  November,  1867,  and  virtually  all  of  the  intervening  years  have 
found  him  a resident  within  the  borders  of  his  native  township,  where 
he  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  a name  that  has  been  honored  in  the 
annals  of  the  county  from  the  early  pioneer  era  to  the  present  time.  The 
conditions  and  influences  of  the  home  farm  compassed  the  period  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  and  in  this  connection  he  early  learned  the  valuable 
lessons  of  practical  industry  and  came  to  proper  appreciation  of  the 
dignity  and  value  of  honest  toil  and  endeavor.  He  received  excellent 
educational  advantages  and  put  his  scholastic  attainments  to  practical 
test  by  two  terms  of  service  in  the  pedagogic  profession,  as  teacher  in 
the  Lake  View  School,  in  Big  Creek  Township. 

In  1890,  when  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  Mr.  Chamberlain 
further  fortified  himself  for  the  battle  of  life  by  taking  unto  himself  a 
wife,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Lillie  Jarrett,  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Lydia 
Jarrett,  of  Prairie  Township,  this  county.  After  more  than  twenty 
years  of  happy  domestic  life  the  gracious  home  circle  was  broken  by 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Chamberlain,  who  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
on  September  14,  1913, — about  one  month  prior  to  the  death  of  her 
husband’s  venerable  father.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
maintained  at  Chalmers  by  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  her  memory  is 
revered  by  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  influence.  Mrs. 
Chamberlain  is  survived  by  four  children,  all  of  whom  have  been  given 
excellent  educational  advantages:  Leroy  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ethel  Hambridge,  reside  in  West  Point  Township,  where  he 
represents  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  as  a farmer  in  this  town- 
ship; and  Viola  Hazel,  J.  Ford,  and  Estella  Maude  all  remain  at  the 
paternal  home,  which  is  known  for  its  generous  hospitality. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has  achieved  definite  success  as  a general  agricul- 
turist and  stockgrower,  and  his  finely  improved  farm  of  240  acres  is 
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eligibly  situated  three  miles  west  of  the  Village  of  Chalmers.  In  addi- 
tion to  giving  close  attention  to  the  work  and  management  of  his  farm 
Mr.  Chamberlain  has  exercised  his  resources  in  a number  of  ways  for 
the  benefit  of  local  business  and  the  furtherance  of  legitimate  improve- 
ments. He  is  a stockholder  and  director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Chalmers, 
the  Chalmers  Grain  Company,  which  operates  a modern  grain  elevator 
at  Chalmers,  and  of  the  Chalmers  Telephone  Company.  He  has  made 
a specially  admirable  record  also  in  connection  with  the  good-roads  move- 
ment, and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  who  not  only  believe  in 
but  are  willing  to  work  for  well  made  public  highways.  It  was  through 
his  initiative  that  the  John  H.  Moore  turnpike  road  was  constructed 
between  Big  Creek  and  West  Point  townships. 

For  a number  of  years  the  name  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  had  a 
political  significance  in  his  native  township,  and  he  is  a recognized 
leader  in  the  councils  of  the  democratic  party  in  White  County.  His 
principal  public  service  was  rendered  in  the  office  of  township  trustee, 
which  he  filled  with  credit  and  with  exceptional  benefit  to  the  township, 
especially  its  schools,  during  a period  of  ten  years.  His  first  term  ex- 
tended from  November,  1900,  to  January  1,  1905',  and  his  second  term 
from  January  1,  1909,  to  January  1,  1915.  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  affiliated 
with  Chalmers  Lodge,  No.  178,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  likewise  was  a zealous 
adherent. 

Lewis  B.  Martin.  During  a residence  in  White  County  of  nearly 
half  a century,  Lewis  B.  Martin  has  not  only  identified  himself  in  a suc- 
cessful manner  with  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  farm  management, 
but  has  possessed  and  exercised  that  public  spirit  which  looks  after  the 
welfare  of  the  community,  and  supports  institutions  and  movements 
that  have  a broader  significance  than  the  well  being  of  the  individual. 
Mr.  Martin  has  one  of  the  fine  rural  places  in  West  Point  Township, 
situated  on  rural  route  No.  12  out  of  Chalmers, 

Though  not  a native  of  White  County  he  was  brought  here  in  early 
youth  by  his  father,  John  W.  Martin,  who  was  bom  in  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  March  12,  1828,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  White  County  on 
November  18,  1865.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  was  married 
there  in  1849  to  Samantha  J.  Neiswander,  who  was  born  November  20, 
1832,  and  died  July  25,  1901.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Germany. 
John  W.  Martin  was  a son  of  John  J.  Martin,  a native  of  Scotland  but 
of  English  stock.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  John  W.  and  wife,  two 
died  in  infancy.  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  Soloman  Carr  and  lives  in 
Frankfort,  Indiana.  The  second  oldest  is  Lewis  B.  Virgil  A.  and 
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Walter  both  reside  in  West  Point  Township.  Ella  is  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Carson,  living  in  Rensselaer.  Adda  married  George  W.  Chamberlain 
and  they  live  at  Chalmers.  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  Reid,  living  at 
Frankfort. 

John  W.  Martin  died  May  30,  1902,  and  is  buried  in  West  Point 
Cemetery.  He  was  a man  of  many  positive  qualities  and  a useful  factor 
in  every  community  where  he  lived.  For  two  years  he  served  as  town- 
ship assessor  and  was  a democrat,  who  stood  loyally  by  his  party  and  its 
principles  but  was  not  an  office  seeker.  He  was  a man  of  college  train- 
ing, well  informed,  was  keen  in  debate  and  argument,  and  for  about  ten 
years  followed  the  vocation  of  teacher.  He  taught  four  or  five  terms  in 
White  County,  having  charge  of  the  old  West  Point  School  two  terms, 
the  old  Evolve  School  two  terms,  and  for  many  years  served  as  school 
director.  He  held  to  the  Universalist  faith  in  religion.  John  W.  Martin 
arrived  in  White  County  with  about  $3,000,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  the  owner  of  about  200  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  He  was  a big- 
man  physically,  stood  6 feet  2 inches  tall,  and  weighed  200  pounds  or 
more.  For  two  or  three  years  from*  1883  he  conducted  a store  at 
Wheeler  Station. 

Lewis  B.  Martin  was  born  January  18,  1853,  in  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  about  thirteen  years  old  when  he  came  with  the  family 
to  White  County.  His  father  first  settled  in  section  11,  range  5 west. 
West  Point  Township,  and  in  that  locality  the  son  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  was  well  trained  in  the  industry,  good 
habits  and  skill  required  of  the  successful  farmer. 

In  1883  he  married  Lulu  Campbell,  a daughter  of  John  J.  and  Susan 
Campbell  of  Tippecanoe  County.  The  first  of  the  five  children  born  into 
their  home  is  Edna  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Reissig  and  living  in 
Hobart,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Reissig  was  graduated  from  the  Valparaiso  Uni- 
versity, and  all  the  children  have  been  given  an  excellent  home  training 
and  the  opportunities  of  schools.  Blanche  M.,  the  second  daughter, 
married  Charles  Wynekoop  of  Princeton  Township,  and  their  two  sons 
are  named  Lewis  and  Allen.  Cecile  is  the  wife  of  John  Sensenbaugh, 
living  in  Carroll  County.  The  other  children  are  at  home,  named  John 
W.  and  Estella  C. 

A farmer  all  his  life,  Mr.  Martin  is  now  the  possessor  of  what  is 
known  as  the  “Good  Hope”  farm,  situated  eight  miles  northwest  of 
Chalmers.  It  comprises  about  172  acres  and  in  general  improvements  and 
value  ranks  with  any  of  the  farmsteads  found  in  that  community.  Mr. 
Martin  also  owns  some  property  in  Chalmers,  and  has  stock  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  at  Chalmers,  in  the  Bank  of  Chalmers  and 
in  the  Reynolds  Creamery.  One  of  the  secrets  of  bis  success  has  been 
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his  strict  adherence  to  the  rule  never  to  go  in  debt  and  always  pay 
cash  for  what  he  buys. 

He  has  more  than  once  been  a factor  in  securing  local  improvements. 
He  took  the  initiative  in  the  building  of  several  roads  and  ditches,  and 
started  and  circulated  the  petition  for  the  Ernest  Scipio  and  Charles 
Vineyard  roads.  In  every  direction  he  has  stood  for  improvements  of 
this  character  throughout  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat,  but 
only  nationally,  while  in  local  affairs  he  votes  for  the  man  who  will 
give  the  best  service,  but  has  never  sought  any  honors  of  that  kind  for 
himself.  Though  not  a member  he  supports  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
has  no  secret  affiliations. 

Frederick  Myers.  In  the  life  of  the  late  Frederick  Myers  were 
found  many  of  the  qualities  of  character  and  the  vigorous  activities 
which  have  brought  White  County  to  the  forefront  as  a prosperous 
agricultural  center.  Endowed  with  natural  ability  and  backed  by  shrewd 
business  judgment  and  determination,  though  beginning  in  poverty  and 
with  only  the  work  of  his  hands  to  rely  upon,  he  was  able  before  the  close 
of  his  life  to  step  aside  from  the  path  of  labor  to  let  pass  the  younger 
generation  with  their  clear-cut  hopes  and  unrealized  ambitions.  His 
career  deserves  record  in  a history  of  White  County,  where  his  sons  are 
now  found  among  the  active  and  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Prairie  Township.- 

His  parents  were  sturdy  Swiss  people,  who  came  from  that  country 
and  settled  in  Ohio  a short  time  before  the  birth  of  Frederick  Myers, 
which  occurred  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  September  23,  1833.  When 
he  was  still  a child  his  father  died,  and  the  mother  married  again,  and 
brought  the  boy  to  Tippecanoe  County,  where  both  his  mother  and 
foster  father  died,  and  she  is  buried  in  that  locality. 

Under  such  circumstances  Frederick  Myers  had  to  start  life  on  his 
own  responsibility  when  quite  young  and  acquired  only  the  rudiments 
of  an  education,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  observation  and 
practical  experience.  He  was  trained  to  farming  and  stock  raising  and 
made  that  the  basis  of  his  substantial  success.  In  1855,  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority,  he  married  Elizabeth  Duncan,  a daughter  of 
Crawford  Duncan.  A brief  record  of  their  eight  children  is  as  follows : 
Martha  I.,  who  was  born  April  26,  1856,  and  is  the  wife  of  David  Gun- 
trip  ; William  F.,  who  was  born  November  15,  1858,  and  is  living  in 
Brookston ; Morris  L.,  born  August  9,  1860 ; Oliver  C.,  born  August  24, 
1862 ; Charles  F.,  born  June  9,  1867 ; Albert  A.,  born  September  19, 
1869 ; Alice,  born  September  23,  1873,  and  died  in  infancy ; Elizabeth, 
born  October  24,  1875,  and  also  died  in  infancy. 
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The  late  Frederick  Myers  came  to  White  County  in  1855,  and  settling 
in  Prairie  Township  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  there,  but  for  some 
reason,  perhaps  a defective  title,  lost  this  property,  and  then  returned 
to  Tippecanoe  County.  He  settled  permanently  in  White  County  in 
1867,  securing  eighty  acres  in  section  23  of  Prairie  Township.  Around 
that  nucleus  he  built  up  a generous  prosperity,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  left  an  estate  of  224  acres.  Frederick  Myers’  useful  and  honorable 
career  was  terminated  by  death  on  April  8,  1897.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  February  16,  1896,  and  both  are  now  at  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Brookston.  Frederick  Myers  was  a radical  Lincoln  republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  took  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  this  interest  was 
never  accompanied  by  office  holding.  He  and  his  wife  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  active  members  at  Brookston.  Their 
home  had  been  in  Brookston  since  1892,  in  which  year  he  was  able  to 
retire  from  his  long  continued  work  as  a general  farmer  and  stock 
raiser.  Mr.  Myers  is  remembered  for  his  devotion  to  his  home  and  the 
welfare  of  his  family,  and  at  the  same  time  his  interest  extended  to  any- 
thing that  would  better  the  life  of  the  community.  Among  the  older 
generation  White  County  possessed  few  men  who  more  thoroughly 
exemplified  and  advocated  the  cause  of  temperance.  His  life  was  such 
as  to  command  respect  among  all  classes,  and  while  his  time  and  energies 
were  devoted  to  farming  and  he  was  not  widely  known  beyond  the 
limits  of  Prairie  Township,  the  influence  of  his  character  and  activities 
is  probably  more  strongly  impressed  than  those  of  many  better  known 
men. 

Among  his  sons,  Morris  L.  is  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  the 
Brookston  community.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  White  County, 
attended  school  along  with  other  farmer  boys  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  self-supporting  in  the  capacity  of  a farm 
laborer  by  the  month.  After  two  years  of  that  he  bought  with  his 
brother,  Frank,  eighty  acres  of  land.  Since  then  his  time  has  been 
profitably  devoted  to  agriculture,  and  he  has  bought  and  improved 
and  sold  several  tracts  of  land.  His  present  home  is  in  section  31, 
range  4.  He  imbibed  many  of  the  sterling  principles  exemplified  by 
his  father,  is  a republican  and  temperance  man,  and  stands  for  the  best 
things  in  his  community.  On  February  2,  1887,  Morris  L.  Myers  mar- 
ried Miss  Estella  Vencill,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Shigley) 
Vencill.  Six  children  were  born  to  their  union:  Clara  A.,  born  April 
5,  1888,  and  now  the  wife  of  Ora  Cassaday;  Edna  M.,  born  June  15, 
1890,  and  the  wife  of  Bert  Fisher ; Anna  Pearl,  born  November  9,  1893 ; 
Mabel,  born  September  30,  1897 ; Ow~en  R.,  the  fourth  child,  born  October 
7,  1895 ; and  Amy  Belle,  born  June  9,  1900.  The  four  younger  children 
are  all  living  at  home  with  their  parents. 
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Charles  F.  Myers,  who  has  made  for  himself  a substantial  position 
in  the  community  and  is  a supporter  of  all  worthy  and  beneficial  move- 
ments, was  born  in  the  home  of  his  parents  June  9,  1867,  and  grew  up 
in  White  County  with  about  the  same  advantages  of  education  that 
were  bestowed  upon  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  all  the  farmer  boys  of 
that  time  and  community.  He  also  had  some  higher  education  in  the 
Valparaiso  University,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  started  out  to  carve 
his  own  fortune.  Farming  and  stock  raising  has  been  his  substantial 
pursuits,  and  since  early  in  his  career  he  has  had  the  responsibilities 
of  home  and  family. 

On  January  23,  1889,  he  married  Miss  May  M.  Smith,  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  February  29,  1864,  the  second  of  the  four  living  children  of 
Isaac  and  Nancy  ( Cornell)  Smith.  Amanda  is  the  widow  of  Freeland 
Harmon  and  a resident  of  Chalmers;  Mrs,  Myers;  Cora  B.,  wife  of 
David  F.  Yost,  of  Chalmers;  and  Francis  M.,  who  wedded  Daisy  Knox 
and  resides  in  Tippecanoe  County.  Mr.  Smith,  the  father,  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1830,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  August,  1886,  and  he  lies  buried 
in  the  Brookston  Cemetery.  In  about  1859  he  came  with  his  family  to 
White  County,  but  later  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  enlisted  for  the 
Civil  war,  entering  a regiment  of  infantry,  and  served  for  three  years, 
receiving  then  his  honorable  discharge.  He  was  a republican  and  a 
strong  temperance  advocate,  and  he  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
denomination  and  a pillar  of  his  church.  Mrs.  Smith  was  also  a native 
of  Ohio,  born  in  1836,  and  she  died  on  the  6th  of  December,  1898.  She 
lies  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Brookston  Cemetery.  Mrs. 
Myers  was  but  three  years  old  when  she  became  a resident  of  White 
County,  and  here  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  is  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  now  the  president  of  the  Foreign  and 
Home  Missionary  societies  of  her  church.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers:  Curtis  S.,  born  January 
11,  1890,  and  died  September  23,  1895;  Ord  F.,  born  July  22,  1895, 
and  died  April  2,  1905 ; Ira  J.,  bom  April  8,  1897 ; and  Kenneth  L., 
born  October  7,  1905.  Both  the  boys  are  living  at  home  with  their 
parents  and  are  receiving  the  best  advantages  of  home  and  school  train- 
ing. Ira  graduated  from  the  graded  schools  at  the  age  of  twelve  and 
from  the  Brookston  High  School  with  the  class  of  1914,  and  is  now  a 
student  of  Purdue  University,  in  the  agricultural  department.  Ken- 
neth is  a member  of  the  fifth  grade  of  the  public  schools. 

Some  of  the  evidences  of  Mr.  Myers’  work  as  a business  man  and 
farmer  are  found  in  the  possession  of  his  large  estate,  160  acres  in  his 
homestead  in  Prairie  Township  and  120  acres  in  Round  Grove.  All  this 
land  is  under  cultivation,  and  he  has  carried  forward  the  improvements 
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until  they  now  comprise  a comfortable  home,  substantial  barns,  and 
all  facilities  needed  for  his  business.  Mr.  Myers  is  a republican  and  like 
his  father  a stanch  temperance  advocate.  He  has  been  continuously 
honored  with  a position  on  the  township  advisory  board  for  the  past 
sixteen  years  and  for  the  last  six  years  has  been  township  assessor.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  Lodge  No.  289,  at 
Brookston,  Indiana. 

William  T.  Wagner.  Of  the  men  who  have  participated  actively 
in  the  agricultural,  financial  and  civic  development  of  White  County, 
none  are  better  or  more  favorably  known  than  William  T.  Wagner.  By 
the  ownership  of  400  acres  of  fine  land  in  sections  8,  9 and  17  in  Prairie 
Township,  nearly  all  of  which  he  made  through  his  own  efforts,  he  bears 
a peculiarly  close  relation  with  the  agricultural  welfare  of  that  com- 
munity. By  his  official  position  in  two  banks,  one  at  Reynolds  and  one 
at  Brookston,  he  is  one  of  the  men  who  direct  and  conserve  the  financial 
resources  of  the  county.  In  other  ways  also  his  career  has  not  been 
without  substantial  benefit  to  the  county  in  which  he  has  spent  most  of 
his  life. 

For  the  beginning  of  his  career  we  must  look  to  that  old  German 
Province  of  Mecklinburg,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  April  14,  1857, 
a son  of  Fred  and  Dora  (Cruse)  Wagner.  A little  more  than  ten  years 
later,  after  he  had  gained  considerable  knowledge  through  the  medium 
of  German  books  and  schools,  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1868.  For  six  months  they  lived  at  Medaryville,  Indiana,  and  then 
moved  to  the  Brookston  community,  where  the  parents  spent  the  rest, 
of  their  days. 

After  coming  to  White  County  William  T.  Wagner  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  English  language  and  further  instruction  in  the  funda- 
mentals at  the  Fairview  schoolhouse.  When  eighteen  he  started  for 
himself,  and  was  soon  engaged  in  active,  farming  on  the  place  where 
he  now  lives  and  which  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  He  had  little 
to  start  with  hut  out  of  his  thrifty  management,  and  long  continued 
industry,  has  evolved  a substantial  competence.  As  a farmer  he  has 
paid  attention  to  the  general  crops  of  Indiana  and  the  raising  of  graded 
stock. 

On  February  18,  1887,  Mr.  Wagner  married  Miss  Bertha  A.  Selmer. 
daughter  of  John  Selmer.  Into  their  home  have  been  horn  six  children : 
Lena,  who  died  when  one  year  old;  Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen;  Fred  J.,  who  lives  at  home;  Elmer;  one  that  died  unnamed; 
and  John  C. 

At  this  writing  all  the  400  acres  owned  by  Mr.  Wagner  are  under 
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cultivation,  raising  abundant  crops  of  corn,  oats  and  hay  and  with  a 
large  number  of  cattle  and  hogs  on  his  premises.  In  the  course  of  his 
ownership  he  lias  laid  many  rods  of  tile,  and  practically  every  foot  of 
his  land  is  now  susceptible  of  cultivation.  As  a banker  Mr.  Wagner 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  bank  at  Reynolds,  is  vice  president  of 
that  institution,  and  is  also  a stockholder  and  vice  president  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Brookston.  The  only  office  which  he  has  held  in  the 
county  was  that  of  township  supervisor:  He  is  a democrat,  he  and  his 

family  are  communicants  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Reynolds, 
and  Mrs.  Wagner  is  very  active  in  church  affairs.  Since  coming  to  this 
country  as  a boy  of  eleven  Mr.  Wagner  has  never  returned  to  the  father- 
land,  and  is  more  than  satisfied  to  be  known  as  a loyal  American  citizen. 

Joseph  V.  Younger.  “Broadview  Farm”  is  an  attractive  name  for 
a country  place,  and  the  traveler  in  Prairie  Township  is  impressed  with 
the  eminent  consistency  of  applying  such  a title  to  the  valuable,  well 
managed  and  beautiful  farm  of  J.  Y.  Younger  in  section  3.  For  many 
years  successfully  engaged  in  diversified  agriculture  and  the  raising  of 
high  grade  stock,  Mr.  Younger  has  more  than  thirty  years  of  residence 
to  his  credit  in  White  County  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  who  have  known  him  from  earliest  youth. 

He  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  March  2,  1857,  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Anna  (Oldenhagen)  Younger,  the  former  a native  of  Ohio.  His 
mother  was  born  in  Germany,  but  when  a little  girl  came  with  her 
parents  on  a sailing  vessel  that  was  delayed  by  adverse  winds  and  did 
not  land  its  passengers  on  American  soil  until  ninety  days  had  elapsed 
since  the  date  of  starting.  The  Oldenhagens  located  in  Ohio,  where  the 
daughter  grew  up  and  married  Mr.  Younger.  They  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  George,  died  in  infancy,  while  J.  Y. 
Younger  is  the  oldest  of  those  now  living.  The  others  with  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are:  Mary,  I860;  Walburga,  1862;  Rickey,  1864;  Eliza- 
beth, 1866;  Rose,  1869;  Catherine,  1876;  and  John,  1878. 

The  Younger  family  first  came  to  White  County  in  1864,  and 
remained  in  the  county  during  that  year  and  part  of  1865,  when  they 
moved  down  into  Tippecanoe  County.  Joseph  Younger  was  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser  there  for  a number  of  years  and  both  parents  died 
there.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics. 

J.  Y.  Younger  was  about  seven  years  old  when  he  first  came  to  know 
White  County,  but  grew  up  and  spent  most  of  his  early  days  in  Tippe- 
canoe County.  His  education  was  limited  to  a few  terms  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  the  necessities  of  the  family 
compelled  him  to  become  self-supporting,  his  wages  being  contributed 
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to  the  household  exchequer.  In  this  way  he  was  well  trained  to  bear 
responsibilities  when  he  reached  manhood,  and  a few  years  later  on 
February  8,  1881,  took  upon  himself  the  obligations  of  a home  and 
family  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Primmer.  Her  parents,  Noah 
and  Barbara  (Geyer)  Primmer,  came  to  White  County  about  1870, 
locating  in  Princeton  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Younger  have  had  a 
happy  married  life  of  thirty-five  years,  and  in  that  time  six  children 
have  come  into  their  home : Elva  Blanche,  deceased ; Earl,  deceased ; 

Warner,  a farmer  in  Big  Creek  Township;  Anna;  Pearl;  and  Charles. 

It  was  in  1884  that  Mr.  Younger  and  wife  removed  from  Tippecanoe 
to  White  County,  and  the  following  twenty-five  years  were  spent  on  the 
old  John  P.  Carr  farm.  He  then  bought  the  John  Price  farm  of  197 
acres,  and  has  since  lived  there  and  his  management  and  industry  have 
made  Broadview  Farm  well  worthy  of  its  distinctive  title.  Besides  the 
general  crops  he  raises  a number  of  graded  live  stock.  All  his  land 
is  under  cultivation  and  extensively  tiled,  and  since  taking  possession 
Mr.  Younger  has  erected  a substantial  group  of  buildings  and  carried 
on  other  improvements. 

In  politics  he  is  a democrat  but  no  aspirations  for  public  office  have 
ever  interfered  with  his  course  of  quiet  industry.  His  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Chalmers  and  he  takes  much  interest 
in  fraternal  matters,  being  affiliated  with  the  Knights  Templar  Com- 
mandery  of  the  Masonic  Order  at  Delphi  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  both  of 
Chalmers,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Younger  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  at  Brookston,  and  of  the  Rebekahs  at  Chalmers,  Indiana. 

James  Ervin  Carson.  His  active  membership  as  one  of  the  present 
county  council  of  White  County  makes  James  Ervin  Carson  well  known 
through  all  the  townships  and  village  and  rural  communities.  Though 
long  retired  and  living  at  Brookston,  Mr.  Carson  spent  many  years  of 
productive  activity  as  a farmer  in  Prairie  Township,  and  still  owns  a 
nice  property  in  that  community.  Another  feature  of  his  honorable 
and  useful  career  is  that  he  spent  several  years  as  a soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  and  his  record  of  patriotism  is  one  that  will  always  be 
cherished  by  his  descendants. 

Though  a resident  of  White  County  for  nearly  forty  years,  James 
Ervin  Carson  was  born  at  Mount  Carmel  in  Franklin  County,  Indiana, 
December  22,  1842,  a son  of  Isaac  Newton  and  Martha  Elizabeth  (Reed) 
Carson.  His  father  was  of  Scotch  and  his  mother  of  Pennsylvania 
German  stock,  but  the  original  ancestors  came  to  the  United  States  a 
great  many  years  ago.  Both  the  parents  are  now  deceased  and  are 
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buried  in  the  Clarkesburg  Cemetery  in  Johnson  County,  Indiana.  The 
father,  who  received  the  name  of  one  of  the  world’s  greatest  scientists, 
grew  up  on  a farm,  and  fitted  himself  for  a self-supporting  occupation 
by  learning  the  harness  making  and  saddlery  trade.  That  was  his  busi- 
ness through  all  his  active  career. 

After  his  education  in  the  local  schools  of  his  native  county  had  been 
accomplished  James  E.  Carson  at  the  age  of  nineteen  made  himself  a 
farmer  and  put  in  one  or  two  crops  on  rented  land.  In  the  meantime 
the  great  struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South  was  in  progress, 
and  on  August  5,  1862,  he  responded  to  Lincoln’s  call  for  300,000  more 
troops  and  enlisted  in  Company  II  of  the  Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Greensburg,  and 
did  not  receive  his  final  discharge  until  June  20,  1865,  a number  of 
weeks  after  the  practical  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  disbandment 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  He  was  discharged  at  Nashville.  His 
army  service  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  he  partici- 
pated in  a number  of  the  arduous  campaigns  which  marked  the  record  of 
that  western  army.  At  Mumfordsville,  Kentucky,  he  was  captured, 
but  was  soon  paroled.  Another  battle  in  which  he  participated  was  that 
of  Hoover  ’s  Gap,  and  he  was  in  many  of  the  operations  around  those 
key  points  of  the  Confederacy,  Chattanooga,  Atlanta,  Chickainauga 
and  elsewhere. 

Before  the  close  of  his  army  service  and  while  at  home  on  a furlough, 
Mr.  Carson  was  married  March  9,  1865,  to  Miss  Melissa  Catherine  Jones. 
In  the  spring  of  1915  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  celebrated  that  interesting 
and  impressive  event,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  wedding.  Mrs. 
Carson  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Helm)  Jones,  of  Butler 
County,  Ohio.  Since  their  marriage  both  children  and  grandchildren 
have  grown  up  around  them.  Their  oldest  son,  William  Francis,  died 
one  week  after  his  birth.  Lora  Lee,  the  next  son,  is  a prosperous  farmer 
in  Prairie  Township.  Joseph  Ellsworth  lives  west  of  Lafayette.  Martha 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  L.  G.  Nice  of  Tippecanoe  County,  and  in  the 
same  county  lives  her  sister,  Nora  Myrtle,  the  wife  of  Lemuel  T.  Ross. 

In  October,  1871,  Mr.  Carson  and  wife  removed  to  White  County 
and  located  upon  a space  of  eighty  acres  five  miles  west  of  Brookston 
in  Prairie  Township.  For  many  successive  years  he  cropped  and 
improved  that  land  and  its  present  valuable  condition  is  largely  due  to 
the  industry  he  bestowed  upon  it  in  his  active  years.  In  1896  he  turned 
over  its  management  to  his  son,  who  has  since  capably  directed  its 
resources  and  in  that  year  moved  in  to  the  Town  of  Brookston,  where 
he  now  enjoys  a well  earned  freedom  from  the  pressing  cares  of  life. 
As  a farmer  he  raised  the  usual  crops  and  gave  particular  attention  to 
graded  stock. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Carson  is  a Lincoln  republican,  having  cast  his  first 
vote  for  the  great  emancipator  while  in  the  army.  He  gave  a good 
service  to  his  locality  by  twelve  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is 
now  in  his  third  term  as  a member  of  the  county  council  of  White 
County.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
he  keeps  up  associations  with  old  army  comrades  by  membership  in 
Champion  Hill  Post  No.  171,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Brookston. 

Isaac  N.  Matthews.  There  are  many  points  in  the  individual 
career  of  Isaac  N.  Matthews  that  deserve  record  in  this  history  of  White 
County,  He  represents  one  of  the  oldest  families  to  be  established  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  more  than  eighty  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  family  home  was  moved  to  the  country  bordering  upon  the 
Wabash  Valley.  He  is  one  of  the  few  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  who  has 
survived  the  assaults  of  time  and  is  still  living  to  enjoy  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a generation  that  has  reaped  untold  benefits  from  the  sac- 
rificing devotion  of  their  patriotic  forefathers.  In  the  half  century 
since  the  war  he  has  been  a capable  farmer  and  a public  spirited  citizen, 
has  reared  and  .liberally  provided  for  a large  family  of  children  who 
lived  to  do  him  honor,  and  can  now  enjoy  in  peace  and  comfort  the 
attractive  surroundings  and  conveniences  of  his  home,  located  three 
miles  northeast  of  Brookston. 

His  grandparents  were  Ezekiel  and  Letitia  (Meredith)  Matthews, 
the  former  a native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Scotland.  These  grand- 
parents came  to  America  and  settled  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  where 
John  Matthews,  father  of  Isaac  N.,  was  born  on  May  19,  1808,  in 
Allegheny  County.  After  reaching  manhood  he  moved  to  Pike  County, 
Ohio,  and  in  1833  married  Rheuamy  Chenoweth,  a daughter  of  Arthur 
Chenoweth,  who  was  of  English  stock.  Immediately  after  their  mar- 
riage John  Matthews  and  wife  came  AVest  to  the  new  country  of  North- 
western Indiana,  and  located  in  Tippecanoe  County,  arriving  there  in 
the  fall  of  1833.  From  Tippecanoe  they  moved  over  into  White  County 
in  1845,  and  John  Matthews  bought  land  direct  from  the  Government, 
consisting  of  forty  acres,  in  section  2 of  Prairie  Township.  Two  years 
later  he  entered  eighty  acres  more  in  section  35  of  Big  Creek  Township. 
This  fine  old  pioneer  was  prospered  in  his  undertakings  as  a farmer 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  a total  of  360  acres,  divided  into  three 
tracts.  A brief  record  of  his  eight  children  is  as  follows : Arthur,  now 

deceased;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  K.  Price  and  lives  in 
Brookston ; Thomas  M.,  deceased ; Isaac  N. ; Ezekiel,  who  married  Clara 
Wallace  and  lives  in  Lafayette;  Letitia  J.,  deceased;  Nancy  E.,  who  is 
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the  wife  of  Robert  Taylor  and  lives  in  Chalmers;  and  Emmarillis  A., 
deceased. 

Isaac  N.  Matthews  was  born  in  Larramie  Township  of  Tippecanoe 
Connty  December  26,  1841.  About  four  years  later  he  was  brought  to 
White  County  and  his  recollections  of  the  people  in  Southern  White 
County  cover  almost  seventy  years.  He  attended  some  of  the  early 
schools  conducted  in  Prairie  Township  and  came  to  manhood  just  about 
the  time  the  Civil  war  was  at  its  height.  On  July  25,  1863,  he  responded 
to  the  call  for  more  troops  and  enlisted  in  Company  E of  the  116th 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  in  Burnside’s  command  for  some 
time  and  his  service  was  in  the  states  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  On  March  1,  1864,  he  was  given  his  honorable 
discharge  at  Lafayette.  Thereafter  for  a period  of  nearly  half  a cen- 
tury he  has  followed  an  uninterrupted  career  as  a practical  farmer, 
and  is  now  living  in  comfort  and  plenty  on  his  farm  of  91  y2  acres  in 
Prairie  Township.  He  has  always  been  known  as  a man  of  generous 
inclinations,  and  has  acted  on  the  principle  that  others  were  as  honest 
as  himself,  a trait  which  has  caused  him  a number  of  losses  at  different 
times. 

On  September  24,  1909,  death  bereaved  Mr.  Matthews  of  his  devoted 
wife  and  the  companion  of  many  years.  She  is  buried  in  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  Cemetery  at  Chalmers.  Her  maiden  name  was  Margaret  K. 
Lister,  a daughter  of  James  W.  and  Rhoda  (Mowbray)  Lister  of  Carroll 
County.  Her  memory  is  now  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  her  husband, 
her  children  and  grandchildren  and  the  many  loyal  friends  she  had  in 
Southern  White  County.  There  were  nine  children : Elizabeth  J.  is 

the  wife  of  Newton  J.  Schooler,  living  in  Prairie  Township,  and  of  their 
five  children,  May  Sharpe  and  Pauline  Nichols,  are  married,  the  fourth, 
Hazel,  is  deceased,  and  the  third  and  fifth  are  William  and  Virgil. 
John  H.,  who  is  a farmer  in  Big  Creek  Township,  married  Dora  Thomp- 
son, and  their  two  children  are  Cecil  Pearl  and  Opal.  Rhoda  R.,  the 
third  of  the  children,  is  now  deceased.  Mary  E.  married  D.  E.  Noland, 
who  is  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  lives  at  Coates- 
ville,  Indiana,  and  the  names  of  their  four  children  are  Lowell,  Neva, 
Margaret  and  Florence.  Nancy  L,  is  the  wife  of  John  F.  Hankins,  and 
they  live  with  her  father,  their  three  children  being  William  M.,  Leona 
L.  and  Lillian  P.  Lynn  E.,  who  lives  at  Maza,  North  Dakota,  married 
Minnie  Gibson  and  has  two  children,  Cecil  and  Paul.  Schuyler  A. 
lives  at  Maza,  North  Dakota.  Roy  N.,  who  lives  at  Garske,  North  Dakota, 
married  Cora  Sites  and  has  a child  named  Kenneth  N.  George  W., 
whose  home  is  in  Plymouth,  Indiana,  married  Laura  Schneider,  and  their 
one  child  is  Howard. 
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While  always  a republican,  Mr.  Matthews  has  been  content  to  do  his 
civic  duty  by  being  a good  neighbor  and  a friend  to  all  progressive 
movements,  without  participation  in  office  seeking.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church  at  Spring  Creek,  and  revives  memories  of  the  war 
by  his  association  with  Champion  Hill  Post  No.  171  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  at  Brookston. 

George  F.  Baker.  Prominent  among  the  agriculturists  of  White 
County  who  through  years  of  industry  and  labor  have  attained  a com- 
petence and  at  the  same  time  have  acquired  and  have  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens  is  George  F.  Baker,  now  in  possession 
of  a good,  substantial  home,  together  with  other  valuable  property  in 
the  Town  of  Wolcott,  where  he  has  lived  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

He  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  White  County,  coming  with  his 
parents  in  1860,  when  they  took  up  their  residence  there.  He  has  seen 
the  growth  and  development  of  this  section  of  Indiana,  and  has  con- 
tributed his  share  to  the  end  that  the  portion  he  has  had  to  deal  with 
should  be  made  better  for  his  having  had  charge  of  it,  and  in  many 
other  ways  in  his  community  has  made  himself  a not  unimportant  factor 
in  the  changes  he  has  witnessed  for  the  better. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1852,  and  was,  there- 
fore, in  his  eighth  year  when  his  parents  moved  to  White  County, 
where  he  grew  up  on  the  farm,  attending  the  meagre  terms  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  early  day,  which  he  put  to  such  good  use  that  when 
he  arrived  at  manhood  he  was  employed  as  teacher  of  the  common  schools 
for  the  period  of  twenty-two  years,  teaching  in  White  County,  only, 
and  within  Princeton,  West  Point  and  Round  Grove  townships.  He 
was  principal  of  the  town  schools  of  Wolcott,  for  three  years. 

As  a farmer  Mr.  Baker  has  the  cultivation  and  ownership  of  over 
500  acres  in  the  above  named  townships,  but  has  for  a number  of  years 
been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Wolcott.  He  is  a prosperous 
and  high  minded  citizen. 

On  December  28th,  188].,  he  married  Martha  E.  Stanford,  daughter 
of  William  E.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Swartz)  Stanford.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  their  union:  George  F.,  on  February  17,  1883; 

Walter  E.,  October  14,  1884;  and  Homer  S.,  July  1,  1889. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  given  each  of  their  sons  a college  education. 

George  spent  one  year  in  Normal  at  Marion,  two  years  at  DePauw 
University,  two  short  terms  at  the  University  of  Indiana  and  then  four 
years  at  Purdue  University.  The  son  Homer  is  a graduate  of  Purdue 
University,  while  Walter  is  a graduate  of  the  Scientific  Department  of 
Marion  Normal  College. 
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Mr.  Baker  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Wolcott,  and  the 
Kentland  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Kentland.  He,  with  his 
wife  and  son,  Homer,  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Wolcott.  The  community  has,  at  different  times,  sought  his  services 
for  public  offices,  and  he  served  five  years  as  clerk  and  treasurer,  and 
two  years  as  treasurer,  of  the  Town  of  Wolcott. 

Being  a man  of  positive  nature,  he  has  always  taken  the  side  of  right 
and  morality  whenever  a question  has  been  submitted  to  the  public  voice 
for  decision.  In  politics,  Mr.  Baker  is  a republican. 

Charles  William  Vinyard.  The  responsibilities  of  ownership  and 
operation  of  a large  landed  acreage  in  White  County  did  not  come  to 
Charles  W.  Vinyard  by  gift  or  inheritance,  nor  by  chance  and  luck.  It 
is  all  the  product  of  his  vigorous  mind  and  body,  his  thorough  going 
honesty,  and  few  men  in  the  county  have  evolved  a more  substantial 
success  from  humble  beginnings  in  little  less  than  poverty. 

In  years  Mr.  Vinyard  is  still  in  his  prime,  and  yet  already  has  a 
competency  which  would  enable  him  to  comfortably  retire  from  the  chief 
burdens  of  his  business.  His  home  is  3 y2  miles  southeast  of  Seafield, 
and  his  daily  mail  deliveries  are  made  on  Rural  Route  No.  11  out  of 
Reynolds.  In  sections  2 and  3 of  West  Point  Township  Mr.  Vinyard 
has  his  homestead  of  220  acres,  and  he  also  owns  140  acres  in  sections  34 
and  35  in  Princeton  Township.  These  constitute  him  a land  owner  to 
the  extent  of  360  acres,  and  it  is  practically  all  under  cultivation,  well 
tiled,  improved  with  buildings  and  other  facilities,  and  would  represent 
in  cash  value  a comfortable  little  fortune. 

The  Vinyard  family  has  long  been  well  known  in  White  County. 
Charles  William  Vinyard  was  born  in  Prairie  Township,  October  15, 
1863,  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Robison  Vinyard.  His  father 
came  to  White  County  about  1853  and  first  settled  east  of  what  is  now 
Brookston.  He  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  but  died  quite  early  in 
life,  in  1866.  At  that  time  he  possessed  about  120  acres  of  land.  His 
widow  survived  him  a great  many  years,  and  passed  away  in  1907.  Both 
are  now  at  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Brookston.  William  Vinyard  was  a 
democrat  in  politics,  but  belonged  to  no  church  and  no  fraternal  orders. 
The  nine  children  of  himself  and  wife  were:  Adelia,  deceased;  Jane, 

who  was  burned  to  death  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; George,  now  living 
in  Brookston;  Eliza,  deceased;  Thomas;  Joseph,  who  was  murdered  in 
Oklahoma;  Charles  W. ; John,  who  is  marshal  at  Brookston;  and 
Adolphus.  v 

For  several  years  of  his  boyhood  Charles  W.  Vinyard  lived  in  Madison 
County,  Indiana,  and  began  attending  school  there.  He  returned  to 
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White  County  at  the  age  of  eight,  and  seven  years  later,  when  only 
fifteen,  took  up  the  burdens  of  practical  life  alone.  Then  followed  a 
number  of  years  of  experience  and  small  wages  as  a worker  for  others. 
With  increasing  years  he  gained  increasing  confidence  in  himself  and 
finally  invested  his  modest  capital  in  sixty  acres  of  land  south  of  Sea- 
field.  From  that  nucleus  his  prosperity  has  had  a steady  growth  and 
new  investments  from  time  to  time  have  brought  his  land  holdings  up  to 
the  condition  above  described.  In  1895  he  located  on  his  present  farm, 
and  now  superintends  many  acres  of  crops  and  a large  number  of  graded 
live  stock. 

Mr.  Yinyard  has  served  as  overseer  of  road  construction  in  his  part 
of  the  county,  and  in  politics  is  a democrat.  On  October  23,  1889,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Crockett,  a daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Kinmore)  Crockett.  The  Kinmore  family  came  to  White  County  in 
1850  and  Mrs.  Yinyard ’s  mother  died  here  and  is  now  at  rest  in  the 
West  Point  Cemetery.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yinyard  were 
born  six  children : Adam,  Alma,  Araminta,  Adelia  Beryl,  and  two  that 

died  in  infancy  unnamed.  The  children  are  being  well  educated,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yinyard  are  both  people  of  the  highest  worth  and  have  a 
most  hospitable  home. 

Charles  F.  Baker.  The  pioneers  of  a county  or  state  were  those 
who  laid  firmly  the  foundation  of  the  structural  civilization  which  their 
descendants  and  others  in  the  present  generation  enjoy.  The  late  Charles 
F.  Baker,  of  Wolcott,  was  one  of  the  most  worthy  and  typical  men  of 
this  class,  and  did  much  to  open  the  way  of  civilization  in  White  County. 

He  was  a native  of  Ellicott  Mills,  a suburb  of  the  City  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  was  born  March  29,  1822.  He  was  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Charlotte  (Dove)  Baker.  There  were  eleven  children  in  the  family,  six 
sons  and  five  daughters,  and  the  only  two  now  living  are  Margaret, 
widow  of  Samuel  Hillery  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  Lavina,  widow 
of  Elza  Dush,  of  Ohio. 

When  about  seven  years  of  age  the  late  Charles  F.  Baker  left  his 
native  State  of  Maryland  with  his  parents,  and  they  accomplished  an 
overland  trip  to  Licking  County,  Ohio.  This  journey  was  one  which  he 
always  recalled  and  it  was  made  in  true  pioneer  style.  They  had  a 
wagon  drawn  by  teams,  while  many  of  the  party  walked  alongside  or 
behind  the  slow  moving  horses,  and  at  night  they  stopped  by  the  way- 
side  and  slept  in  the  wagons  or  under  the  open  stars.  They  cooked  their 
meals  along  the  road,  and  the  route  to  Ohio  led  them  across  mountains, 
over  streams,  through  high  and  low  land,  and  they  had  to  endure  the 
vicissitudes  of  all  kinds  of  weather  and  many  inconveniences.  Arriving 
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in  Licking  County  they  settled  on  a grant  of  160  acres  of  land  that  had 
been  given  to  Jacob  Baker.  In  the  year  1915  this  land  is  still  owned  by 
members  of  the  Baker  family. 

The  late  Charles  F.  Baker  was  educated  in  the  primitive  schools  of 
the  pioneer  type,  kept  up  by  subscription  from  the  patronizing  families. 
These  schools  in  Licking  County  he  attended  as  opportunity  offered, 
and  he  then  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  Newark, 
Ohio,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Gill  in  1847.  She  was  a native  of  York- 
shire, England,  and  was  about  six  years  of  age  when  she  crossed  the 
Atlantic  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States.  It  required  three  months 
to  make  the  voyage  by  the  old  fashioned  sailing  vessel,  though  the  same 
trip  can  now  be  made  in  five  days. 

Jacob  Baker,  father  of  Charles  F.  Baker,  was  a son  of  Ephraim 
Baker,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  while  Ephraim  Baker  was  a son  of 
Meshack  Baker,  who  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Baker.  The  last  mentioned 
Jacob  Baker  and  his  wife  died  from  camp  fever  during  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  The  father  of  Charles  F.  Baker  was  born  August  2,  1797,  and 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Baker  were  born  twelve 
children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  seven  of  them  are  still 
living.  Mary,  widow  of  Henry  C.  Shoop,  and  a resident  of  Monticello. 
Charlotte,  wife  of  S.  A.  Plummer,  and  they  reside  on  a farm  in  Cass 
County,  Indiana.  George  F.  lives  in  Wolcott,  Indiana.  Charles  W., 
who  married  Mary  Gearhart,  lives  in  Monticello.  Frank  U.  is  a resident 
of  Monticello.  Fannie  S.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Downing  of  West  Point 
Township.  Burdell  B.,  the  banker  at  Monticello,  is  represented  on  other 
pages  of  this  publication. 

It  was  on  March  16,  1860,  that  Charles  F.  Baker  and  his  wife  ar- 
rived in  White  County,  settling  in  West  Point  Township,  and  as  renters 
they  located  on  a part  of  the  Samuel  Snider  estate.  In  1875  Charles  F. 
Baker  bought  320  acres  of  land  in  Round  Grove  Township,  and  he 
still  owned  part  of  that  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Pie  was  known  as 
a methodical  and  careful  farmer  and  the  keynote  to  his  life  wras 
honesty  and  integrity.  In  politics  he  was  a Jeffersonian  democrat, 
though  he  supported  the  great  Lincoln  during  the  Civil  war.  His  re- 
ligious principles  were  those  of  the  Methodist  faith.  He  died  March  7, 
1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  West  Point  Cemetery.  His  wife,  who, 
as  already  mentioned,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England;  and  received  her 
education  in  the  common  schools,  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal 
or  Church  of  England,  but  in  later  years  she  was  a Methodist.  Her 
death  occurred  June  8,  1891,  and  she  is  also  at  rest  in  the  West  Point 
Cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  were  people  who  deserved  and  received 
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and  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  them.  While 
they  spent  most  of  their  lives  in  Ohio  and  in  White  County,  Indiana, 
they  lived  for  a short  time  during  the  year  1855  in  the  City  of  Chicago. 

Burdell  B.  Baker.  The  men  of  finance  and  commercial  affairs  al- 
ways play  a great  and  important  part  in  the  true  history  and  records 
of  a county,  state  or  nation.  Mr.  Baker,  as  a financier,  teacher  and 
landowner,  is  so  well  known  that  he  needs  no  special  introduction  to  the 
citizens  of  White  County  and  its  contiguous  territory. 

He  is  a native  of  the  good  old  Hoosier  State,  which  has  contributed 
to  the  nation  some  of  its  most  eminent  statesmen,  orators,  poets  and 
scholars.  His  birth  occurred  October  5,  1868,  near  the  pretty  little  town 
of  Wolcott  in  White  County,  a son  of  Charles  F.  and  Ann  (Gill)  Baker. 
His  parents  are  among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  White  County, 
and  reference  to  them  is  made  on  other  pages.  Mr.  Baker  finished  his 
school  education  in  his  native  county  and  was  the  first  graduate  of  the 
public  schools  in  Round  Grove  Township  with  the  class  of  1887.  He 
also  attended  the  city  schools  of  Monticello,  and  later  graduated  in  the 
business  and  scientific  courses  at  the  Valparaiso  University  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Indiana.  He  spent  eight  years  altogether  in  the  teachers’  profes- 
sion, partly  in  Porter  County  and  partly  in  White  County.  He  was 
principal  of  the  Reynolds  schools  two  years,  and  principal  of  the  Chal- 
mers School  one  year. 

While  he  was  at  work  in  the  Chalmers  schools  he  was  elected  county 
recorder  of  White  County  in  1894,  and  served  two  terms,  from  July  7, 
1895,  to  July  7,  1903.  In  1903  he  organized  the  Monticello  Abstract 
Company,  taking  in  the  abstract  books  of  Hon.  E.  B.  Sellers,  Reynolds 
& Sills,  Million  & Palmer,  and  George  F.  Marvin.  Mr.  Baker  became 
general  manager  and  held  that  position  until  1908.  He  is  himself  a 
man  of  large  possessions  in  land  both  in  White  and  adjoining  counties. 
In  1911  Mr.  Baker  organized  The  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Monticello, 
and  was  elected  its  first  president.  He  resigned  that  office  to  take  the 
duties  of  cashier,  a position  involving  much  heavier  responsibilities.  He 
still  remains  as  cashier  of  one  of  the  strongest  banks  in  White  County. 
He  is  an  active  friend  of  the  public  schools  and  was  a member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Monticello.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  owner  of  over  a 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  White  and  adjoining  counties,  where  his  wife 
likewise  has  some  important  possessions  of  the  same  class. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  one  of  the  ideally  happy  homes  of  White 
County.  On  February  5,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Wolverton,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Burdell  W.  This  son  is  now  a student  in  the  first 
year  of  the  high  school  at  Monticello,  and  has  shown  himself  unusually 
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bright  and  progressive  in  his  studies.  He  takes  much  interest  in  his 
father’s  business,  and  has  the  latter’s  tastes  and  inclinations  in  business 
affairs. 

Mrs.  Baker  is  a native  of  White  County  and  was  born  July  10,  1877, 
a daughter  of  George  W.  and  Nancy  J.  (Reynolds)  Wolverton.  There 
were  four  children  in  the  Wolverton  family,  but  the  only  two  now  living 
are  Mrs.  Baker  and  her  brother  Guy  R.,  who  completed  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  attended  Purdue  University  and  is  now  an 
agriculturist  in  Big  Creek  Township.  George  W.  Wolverton,  the  father, 
is  a native  of  White  County,  and  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens and  farmers  of  Big  Creek  Township.  His  wife  is  also  a native 
of  this  county. 

Mrs.  Baker  received  her  education  in  the  White  County  public  schools 
and  was  a student  at  St.  Mary’s  College  at  South  Bend,  where  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  course  she  received  musical  training.  She  has  many 
of  the  qualities  of  the  ideal  home  maker  and  has  lent  grace  and  dignity 
to  the  attractive  Baker  residence  situated  near  the  western  limits  of 
the  City  of  Monticello.  Her  friends  speak  of  her  very  pleasing  person- 
ality and  gracious  presence  and  at  all  times  she  has  proved  herself  ready 
and  valuable  in  counsel  and  advice  to  Mr.  Baker.  It  is  a model  home 
and  its  doors  have  always  been  open  to  a large  circle  of  warm  and  true 
friends. 

As  a politician  Mr.  Baker  was  a republican,  but  in  1912  he  advocated 
the  principles  of  the  progressive  party  and  was  its  candidate  for  the 
office  of  state  treasurer.  He  was  appointed  trustee  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  at  Rockville,  Indiana,  by  Governor  Marshall.  The  first  presi- 
dential vote  he  cast  was  for  Benjamin  Harrison.  Fraternally  he  is  one 
of  the  honored  members  of  different  orders,  including  the  following : 
Castle  Hall  Lodge  No.  178,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Chalmers,  Indiana  ; 
Conawaugh  Tribe  No.  518  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  at  Mon- 
ticello; Lodge  No.  1549  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  at  Monticello; 
Lodge  No.  143,  B.  P.  0.  E,  at  Lafayette.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Mr.  Baker  has  always  been  ready  to  supply 
the  church  and  various  philanthropic  causes  with  a generous  share  of  his 
means.  The  beautiful  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  lying  just  at  the 
western  limits  of  the  city,  surrounded  by  the  natural  trees  of  the  forest, 
is  known  as  Moose  Grove.  The  occupants  of  this  hime  are  people  who 
know  how  to  enjoy  life,  and  having  that  knowledge,  act  upon  it  not  only 
for  their  own  advantage  but  for  the  pleasure  of  their  many  friends. 

John  C.  Downey.  It  is  a matter  of  statistical  and  authoritative 
record  that  no  state  in  the  Union  can  claim  precedence  of  Indiana  in 
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the  high  standard  maintained  in  the  service  and  work  of  the  public 
schools,  and  this  prestige  has  been  gained  and  maintained  by  the  cir- 
cumspection shown  in  the  selection  of  teachers  of  the  best  obtainable 
talent.  One  of  the  prominent  and  influential  representatives  of  the  peda- 
gogic profession  in  White  County  and  one  who  is  giving  the  best  years  of 
his  life  to  the  all  important  vocation  of  which  he  is  an  able  and  honored 
representative,  is  Professor  John  Calvin  Downey,  the  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  the  high  school  at  Chalmers.  Further  interest  attaches  to 
his  career  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a native  son  of  White  County 
and  has  himself  profited  by  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
county  in  which  he  now  holds  distinct  precedence  as  an  educator  and 
as  a school  executive  of  marked  discrimination  and  enthusiasm. 

Professor  Downey  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his  father,  in 
Liberty  Township,  White  County,  Indiana,  June  2,  1876.  He  is  the 
youngest  of  six  children  born  to  James  and  Mary  (Cowger)  Downey, 
concerning  whom  specific  mention  is  made  on  other  pages  of  this  work, 
so  that  further  review  of  the  family  history  is  not  demanded  in  the 
present  connection. 

Under  the  sturdy  and  invigorating  discipline  of  the  home  farm  and 
the  initiative  instructions  obtained  in  the  public  schools  Professor 
Downey  waxed  strong  in  mental  and  physical  vigor  and  found  his  ambi- 
tion quickened  for  the  achievement  of  higher  intellectual  discipline. 
After  completing  the  curriculum  of  the  graded  schools  he  entered  the 
high  school  at  Monticello,  the  county  seat,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
same  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1896.  Thereafter  he  attended  Indiana 
University,  at  Bloomington,  and  also  completed  an  effective  course  of 
study  in  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute.  His  scholas- 
tic ambition  was  not  yet  satiated,  however,  for  he  took  a course  in  King’s 
School  of  Oratory,  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1907,  and  later  has  further 
advanced  himself  in  academic  lines  by  attending  Purdue  University  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana. 

Professor  Downey’s  novitiate  as  a representative  of  the  pedagogic 
profession  was  served  when  he  became  teacher  in  the  Saylor  School,  in 
Monon  Township,  where  he  continued  his  endeavors  during  two  terms 
and  made  a record  that  augured  well  for  his  future  success  and  advance- 
ment in  the  exacting  profession  which  he  has  signally  dignified  and  hon- 
ored. After  the  completion  of  his  work  in  the  district  mentioned,  he 
taught  one  term  in  the  Helfrich  School,  in  the  same  township,  after  which 
he  became  an  instructor  in  the  Union  Brick  School,  in  Union  Township, 
where  he  served  two  terms  as  principal.  For  two  years  thereafter  he  held 
the  position  of  principal  of  the  school  in  the  Village  of  Buffalo,  and  the 
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following  year  found  him  engaged  at  Warfel  School.  In  1907  he  com- 
pleted two  years’  effective  service  as  principal  of  the  high  school  at 
Burnettsville,  and  then,  after  a course  in  the  School  of  Oratory  in  Pitts- 
burgh, as  previously  noted,  he  assumed  the  chair  of  oratory  in  Findlay 
College  of  Findlay,  Ohio.  Save  for  this  one  exception  all  of  his  work  as 
a teacher  has  been  done  in  his  native  county,  and  after  his  return  from 
the  Buckeye  State  he  held  for  five  years  the  position  of  principal  of 
the  high  school  at  Wolcott.  He  then,  in  August,  1913,  assumed  his 
present  executive  and  pedagogic  post,  that  of  superintendent  of  the 
high  school  at  Chalmers,  where  his  work  has  been  of  the  highest  effi- 
ciency and  where  a corps  of  eight  teachers  are  under  his  supervision. 
The  class  of  1916  in  the  Chalmers  High  School  numbers  eight  persons, 
and  the  school  is  known  for  its  admirably  developed  system  and  for 
its  high  efficiency. 

Professor  Downey  has  given  eighteen  years  of  most  effective  and 
creditable  service  as  a teacher,  and  from  the  age  of  six  years  there 
has  been  an  interim  of  only  one  year  that  has  not  found  him  actively 
identified  with  school  work  either  as  a student  or  an  instructor, — a record 
that  finds  few  parallels  in  the  case  of  men  of  the  same  relative  age  as 
himself. 

Taking  a loyal  and  broad-minded  interest  in  those  things  that  touch 
the  general  welfare  of  his  native  county,  state  and  nation,  Mr.  Downey 
accords  staunch  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  as  a member  of 
which  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in  support  of  the  candidacy  of 
Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan.  He  is  not  a radical  or  intolerant  political 
partisan,  however,  and  subordinates  all  other  interests  to  the  work  and 
demands  of  his  profession.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Monticello.  In  his  native  Township  of  Liberty  he  is 
the  owner  of  a well  improved  farm  of  ninety  acres,  and  he  also  owns 
residence  property  at  Monticello,  the  county  seat. 

Professor  Downey  and  his  gracious  wife  have  broadened  their  ken 
by  indulgence  in  travel  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
have  derived  both  pleasure  and  profit  from  their  activities  along  this 
line.  They  are  known  as  folk  of  high  intellectuality  and  the  gracious 
culture  that  makes  for  refinement,  consideration  and  kindly  tolerance, 
so  that  it  is  but  natural  that  they  are  held  in  unqualified  esteem  in 
White  County  and  that  their  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that 
of  their  acquaintances.  Thus  it  is  a matter  of  definite  consistency  and 
satisfaction  to  be  able  to  accord  to  them  this  tribute  in  the  history  of 
the  professor’s  native  county. 
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On  the  1st  of  June,  1910,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Downey 
to  Miss  Daisy  M.  Plunkett,  who  was  born  in  New  Ross,  Montgomery 
County,  Indiana,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1876,  and  whose  early  educa- 
tional advantages  included  those  of  the  public  schools  of  Crawfordsville, 
where  she  graduated  with  honors  in  1895.  Thereafter  she  was  for  four 
years  a'  student  in  the  University  of  Indiana,  from  which  she  was  gradu- 
ated in  1899  with  the  highest  honors  of  her  department  and  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  The  following  six  years  she  taught  Latin 
and  English  in  the  high  school  at  Brownstown,  Indiana,  In  1905  she 
returned  to  Indiana  University  to  do  post-graduate  work  and  assist  in 
the  Latin  department  from  which  she  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  in  1906.  Mrs.  Downey  also  gave  special  attention  to  the  study  of  art, 
Greek  and  philology.  In  the  autumn  of  1906  she  went  to  Wolcott,  In- 
diana, where  she  taught  Latin,  English  and  art  for  seven  years.  Since 
1913  she  has  been  principal  of  the  schools  of  Chalmers,  where  she  holds 
prestige  as  one  of  those  versatile  and  resourceful  teachers  who  are  like 
poets,  “born  not  made.”  She  proves  a most  efficient  coadjutor  to  her 
husband  and  their  harmony  of  ideals  and  interests  is  most  gratifying 
to  contemplate.  Mrs.  Downey  holds  membership  in  the  Christian 
Church,  is  specially  active  as  member  of  the  Parents-Teachers  Associa- 
tion and  is  affiliated  with  the  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
and  Pythian  Sisters. 

Mrs.  Downey  is  the  youngest  of  three  children  born  to  Abram  and 
Margaret  (Mackay)  Plunkett. 

Her  father,  Abram  Plunkett,  was  born  in  Maysville,  Putnam  County, 
Indiana,  in  1839.  He  was  a farmer  boy  with  few  advantages  but  man- 
aged to  attend  the  Ladoga  Academy  later  where  he  studied  Latin  and 
Greek  preparatory  to  the  ministry. 

In  1861  he  answered  his  country’s  call  and  enlisted  in  Company  E of 
the  Seventy-second  Indiana  Regiment,  where  he  remained  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  during  which  time  he  participated  in  seventeen  pitched  battles 
and  many  skirmishes,  chief  of  which  was  Lookout  Mountain,  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  Missionary  Ridge.  During  these  trying  years  the  Bible  was 
his  closest  companion,  for  during  his  term'  of  enlistment  he  read  it 
through  three  times. 

From  the  close  of  the  war  he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
preaching  the  gospel  as  he  saw  it  as  a minister  of  the  Christian  Church. 
In  all  of  those  years  he  never  wrote  a sermon  nor  preached  the  same 
one  twice  in  succession. 

In  those  days  the  lot  of  a preacher  was  not  always  an  easy  one. 
No  road  was  ever  too  long,  nor  the  weather  too  bad  for  him  to  go 
to  his  services,  or  preach  a funeral.  He  never  turned  the  needy  away 
from  his  door  empty-handed,  nor  was  he  ever  without  a place  to  preach. 
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When  Mrs.  Downey  was  a baby  her  own  mother  died  and  was  buried 
near  Vevay,  Switzerland  County,  Indiana.  Afterward  her  father  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Louisa  E.  Martin,  a cousin  of  Senator  La  Follette  of  Wis- 
consin, and  he  lived  in  Crawfordsville  till  his  death  in  1911.  He 
is  buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

Hiram  J.  Klepinger.  Business  foresight,  an  inclination  for  his 
vocation,  appreciation  of  its  many  advantages  and  belief  in  his  own 
ability  to  succeed  placed  Hiram  J.  Klepinger  among  the  foremost  and 
most  substantial  agriculturists  in  Prairie  Township.  Coming  here  in 
1870,  through  his  unaided  industry  he  secured  ample  means,  permitting 
his  retirement  to  Brookston  in  1907  and  his  consigning  to  younger  hands 
the  tasks  that  made  up  the  sum  of  his  activities  for  thirty-seven  years. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  a pleasant  home  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
financially  strong  residents  of  Brookston. 

Mr.  Klepinger  was  born  September  16,  1841,  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
Indiana,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Campbell)  Klepinger.  His 
father  was  born  in  Ohio,  of  German  descent,  in  1803,  and  about  the  year 
1833  or  1834  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  with  Aaron  Yarnall, 
they  being  the  two  farthest  out  of  Lafayette  for  a number  of  years. 
Mr.  Klepinger  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government,  on 
section  32,  range  4,  Prairie  Township,  and  during  his  early  life  on 
that  property  he  had  many  experiences  with  the  Indians,  which  he  de- 
lighted to  relate  in  after  years.  After  two  or  three  years  on  this  pioneer 
tract,  he  removed  to  Tippecanoe  County  and  there  the  remainder  of 
his  life  was  passed,  his  death  occurring  March  22,  1865,  when  he  was 
past  sixty-two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Klepinger  married  Mary  Campbell, 
a native  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  of  English  descent,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  Hiram  J.  being  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth  and  the  only  one  now  living  in  White  County. 

The  public  schools  of  Tippecanoe  County  furnished  Hiram  J.  Klepin- 
ger with  his  education,  and  it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  adopt 
the  vocation  of  farming  as  his  life  work  when  he  entered  upon  his 
career.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
Thirty-fifth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
for  four  and  one-half  months,  and  has  always  maintained  his  interest 
in  his  old  army  comrades,  being  at  this  time  a member  of  Champion 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Brookston.  Mr.  Klepinger  was 
married  November  25,  1868,  in  Tippecanoe  County,  to  Miss  Irilla  Col- 
vert,  of  that  county,  and  one  son  has  been  born  to  this  union : Velda  C., 
a resident  of  Tippecanoe  County,  who  married  Nancy  Hodgin  and  has 
one  son,  Robert  V.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Klepinger  was 
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again  married,  being  united  with  Eliza  J.  Schoonover,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Eliza  (Potter)  Schoonover,  early  settlers  of  Tippecanoe 
County.  Mrs.  Klepinger  is  a native  of  Tippecanoe  County,  born  July  9, 
1880,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and 
five  daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  and  two  are  residents  of  White 
County.  She  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klepin- 
ger have  two  children : Emory  D.,  living  three  miles  southwest  of  Brooks- 
ton  on  a farm,  who  married  Lora  Kantz,  and  has  two  daughters,  Mar- 
jorie E.  and  Mary  M. ; and  Estella  M.,  who  resides  with  her  parents 
at  Brookston. 

Hiram  J.  Klepinger  came  to  Prairie  Township  in  1870,  and  here 
engaged  in  agricultural  operations,  which  continued  to  occupy  his  atten- 
tion to  his  retirement  in  1907.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  117%  acres  of 
valuable  land,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  town  property  at  Brookston, 
where  lie  owns  his  own  home.  In  political  matters  he  is  a republican, 
although  inclined  to  be  independent  in  local  elections,  where  he  en- 
deavors to  support  the  man  he  deems  best  fitted  for  the  office.  With 
Mrs.  Klepinger  he  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  is  an  active  and  liberal  supporter,  and  in  former  years  was  a member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Old  Prairie  Church.  He  has  done  his  full 
share  in  promoting  the  material  prosperity  of  his  township  and  county, 
is  a man  of  most  upright  character  and  correct  life,  and  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  has  lived  so  long  is  greatly  respected  and  regarded 
as  one  of  its  most  useful  and  exemplary  members. 

John  C.  Vanatta.  Fully  three-fourths  of  a century  ago  North- 
western Indiana  gained  its  first  representative  of  the  Vanatta  family, 
which  was  founded  in  America  in  the  colonial  era  of  our  national  his- 
tory and  which  is  of  the  fine  old  Holland  Dutch  stock  that  was  so  con- 
spicuous and  influential  in  the  early  development  and  upbuilding  of 
the  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  He  whose  name  initiates  this 
paragraph  is  a scion  of  a family  whose  name  has  been  most  prominently 
and  worthily  linked  with  the  history  of  White  County,  Indiana,  and 
with  all  of  consistency  may  it  be  said  that  he  has  fully  upheld  the  high 
standards  and  honors  of  the  name  which  he  bears,  White  County  having 
owed  an  appreciable  part  of  its  civic  and  material  development  and 
progress  to  representatives  of  this  well-known  family.  Mr.  Vanatta 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  exponents  of  the  land  reclamation  ac- 
tivities in  this  section  of  his  native  state,  and  his  service  in  the  developing 
of  swamp  and  other  waste  lands  has  been  extensive  in  scope  and  be- 
nignant in  character,  his  operations  having  been  not  only  in  Indiana 
but  also  in  Illinois,  the  while  he  has  gained  high  reputation  in  this  im- 
portant domain  of  practical  engineering. 
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John  Crothers  Vanatta  was  born  in  the  Town  of  London,  Hancock 
County,  Indiana,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  February  19,  1857. 
He  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  the  other  two  surviving  children  are  Joseph  and  Martha. 
Joseph  Vanatta,  who  was  educated  in  what  is  now  known  as  Valparaiso 
University,  is  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance  business  at  Earl  Park, 
Benton  County,  Indiana,  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  having  been 
Mellie  Taylor.  Martha,  the  surviving  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  William 
O.  Wilson,  of  Green  City,  Missouri,  where  her  husband  is  a representa- 
tive merchant  and  an  official  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  they  have 
two  children. 

John  C.  Vanatta  is  a son  of  Peter  R.  and  Margaret  Agnes  (Crothers) 
Vanatta,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Hagerstown,  Salem  County, 
New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1811,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
Clark  County,  Ohio,  in  1820.  Peter  R.  Vanatta  was  reared  to  adult  age 
in  his  native  state,  and  that  he  was  afforded  the  best  of  educational  ad- 
vantages is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  graduated  in  College  of 
New  Jersey,  now  commonly  known  as  Princeton  University,  when  that 
great  institution  was  under  the  executive  direction  of  the  distinguished 
President  McCosli.  Peter  R.  Vanatta  likewise  completed  a course  in  the 
theological  seminary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Princeton,  and  was 
ordained  as  a clergyman  of  that  church.  He  served  for  forty  years, 
and  with  signal  zeal  and  ability,  as  a colporteur  of  the  American  Bible 
Society.  In  1841  he  became  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Newark,  Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  thus  in  service  two  years. 
In  1843  he  came  to  Indiana  and  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  old-school 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Lafayette,  Tippecanoe  County,  which  now  thriv- 
ing city  was  then  a mere  village.  The  church  of  which  he  there  became 
pastor  has  maintained  continuous  organization  to  the  present  day  and 
is  now  known  as  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  In  connection  with 
his  earnest  labors  as  pastor  of  this  pioneer  church  Mr.  Vanatta  amplified 
the  scope  of  his  benignant  influence  by  conducting  a select  school  on 
Ninth  Street  Hill  of  Lafayette,  where  he  gave  freely  of  his  fine  scholastic 
ability  in  preparing  young  men  for  college.  In  the  climacteric  period 
leading  up  to  the  Civil  war  he  was  one  of  the  most  implacable  adver- 
saries of  the  institution  of  human  slavery  and  gave  effective  service  in 
support  of  the  cause  of  abolition.  He  was  one  of  those  who  became 
affiliated  with  the  republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  organization  and 
was  a great  admirer  of  the  martyred  President  Lincoln.  He  ever  stood 
an  exponent  of  righteousness  and  deep  Christian  faith,  and  his  influence 
was  a veritable  benediction  resting  upon  all  who  came  within  its  com- 
pass. Mr.  Vanatta  held  pastoral  charges  at  various  points  in  Northern 
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and  Central  Indiana,  became  associated  also  with  agricultural  activities, 
and  was  a resident  of  Lafayette  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  20th  of  August,  1886.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a native  of 
Holland  and  became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  where  each 
succeeding  generation  has  given  distinct  evidence  of  the  sturdy  Dutch 
traits  of  character. 

In  Ohio  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Rev.  Peter  R.  Vannatta  to 
Miss  Margaret  Agnes  Crothers,  who  was  born  in  Clark  County,  that 
state,  in  1820,  as  has  been  previously  stated  in  this  context.  She  sur- 
vived her  honored  husband  by  more  than  a decade  and  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  on  the  19th  of  April,  1898,  secure  in  the  affectionate 
regard  of  all  who  had  come  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  and  gracious 
influence.  Her  remains  rest  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  beautiful 
Greenbush  Cemetery,  at  Lafayette.  Her  parents  came  to  Ohio  from 
Kentucky  and  her  ancestors  were  numbered  among  the  sterling  pioneers 
of  the  fine  bluegrass  section  of  Kentucky. 

John  C.  Yanatta,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  but  an 
infant  at  the  time  of  his  parents’  removal  from  Hancock  County,  In- 
diana, to  Fountain  County,  and  one  of  his  vivid  memories  of  his  child- 
hood is  that  pertaining  to  his  dignified  ownership  of  a prize  calf  which 
he  led  a distance  of  twenty-four  miles  to  exhibit  the  animal  at  the  Tippe- 
canoe County  Fair,  held  at  Lafayette.  This  was  a momentous  occasion 
for  the  lad,  who  was  not  five  years  old  at  the  time.  He  was  amply 
compensated  for  his  childish  ambition  when  his  calf  captured  a prize 
of  three  dollars,  the  calf  having  been  a Devon  heifer  that  represented 
much  in  the  childish  life  of  the  boy. 

Mr.  Yanatta  continued  to  attend  the  public  schools  of  the  day  until 
he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  obtained  a position 
as  messenger  boy  in  the  service  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, at  Lafayette,  where  he  served  under  the  administration  of  the 
company’s  agent,  H.  E.  Doolittle,  a man  who  was  well  known  through 
Northern  and  Central  Indiana.  After  serving  two  years  in  the  capacity 
mentioned  Mr.  Yanatta,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  entered  the  scien- 
tific department  of  Purdue  University,  where  he  became  the  only  mem- 
ber of  his  class,  of  four  persons,  to  complete  the  full  scientific  course. 
He  was  graduated  in  the  year  1878  and  duly  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.  His  course  included  thorough  training  in  civil 
engineering,  and  it  is  a distinct  satisfaction  to  him  at  the  present  time 
to  know  that  his  alma  mater,  Purdue  University,  has  gained  recognition 
for  having  today  the  best  course  of  electrical  engineering  to  be  offered 
by  any  college  or  university  in  the  West. 

Mr.  Yanatta’s  mature  life  has  been  given  largely  to  the  developing 
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of  waste  lands  from  the  swamps  and  quagmires,  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
any  other  one  man  in  Northern  Indiana  has  achieved  so  large  and  im- 
portant a work  in  the  reclamation  of  land  as  has  he.  He  has  carried  to 
successful  completion  many  large  and  important  reclamation  projects 
of  this  order  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  in  Iroquois  County  of  the 
latter  State  he  has  completed  three  extensive  contracts.  The  autumn 
of  1915  finds  him  vigorously  engaged  in  the  carrying  forward  of  a 
$70,000  reclamation  contract  near  Dixon,  Lee  County,  Illinois,  and  in 
all  of  his  operations  as  a contractor  he  has  brought  to  bear  his  thorough 
scientific  knowledge  and  his  practical  skill  in  directing  work  of  inestima- 
ble value  as  touching  industrial  development  and  progress. 

Mr.  Yanatta  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  landholders  in  White  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  has  a valuable  estate  of  1,800  acres,  in  Prairie,  Round 
Grove  and  Big  Creek  townships.  In  connection  with  the  improving 
and  general  activities  of  his  extensive  farm  properties  Mr.  Yanatta 
has  proved  himself  one  of  the  most  alert,  vigorous  and  progressive  repre- 
sentatives of  the  agricultural  and  stock-growing  industries  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Hoosier  State,  and  his  large  and  worthy  success  has  been 
achieved  entirely  through  his  own  ability  and  well  directed  endeavors. 

In  politics  Mr.  Yanatta  is  a veritable  stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the 
republican  party,  and  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in  support  of 
James  A.  Garfield.  Since  that  time  he  has  given  similar  support  to 
each  sueessive  presidential  candidate  presented  by  his  party,  and  he 
has  taken  a specially  lively  interest  in  political  affairs,  in  connection 
with  which  he  is  well  fortified  in  his  opinions.  In  1911  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  republican  county  convention  of  White  County,  and  his 
service  at  the  time  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  the  other  delegates 
to  the  convention,  for  his  impress  Avas  distinct  and  independent  and  he 
exemplified  effectively  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 

Mr.  Yanatta  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
has  never  wavered  in  his  fealty  to  the  same,  the  while  he  has  continued 
deeply  appreciative  of  the  long  and  zealous  service  rendered  by  his  hon- 
ored father  as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy.  He  himself  has  been 
active  and  influential  in  church  affairs  and  his  Avife  also  is  a devoted 
adherent  of  the  church.  In  1903  Mr.  Yanatta  had  the  distinction  of 
being  elected  a delegate  or  commissioner  to  the  general  assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  and  attended  its  meeting, 
held  in  the  City  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  He  maintains  his  home  in 
the  Village  of  Brookston,  where  he  owns  a most  attractive  residence 
property,  and  where  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  figures  in  the  rep- 
resentative social  life  of  the  community.  In  this  village  he  is  affiliated 
with  Castle  Hall  Lodge,  No.  288,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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On  the  5th  of  August,  1889,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Vanatta  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Kassabaum,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  was  Paul, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  John  C.  Vanatta,  Jr.,  was  graduated 
in  the  Brookston  High  School  and  thereafter  completed  a thorough 
course  in  civil  engineering  at  Purdue  University,  in  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  a member  of  the  class  of  1912  and  with  the  degree  of  Civil 
Engineer.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Sigma  Chi  college  fraternity  and 
also  with  the  Triangle,  whose  membership  is  composed  of  students  of 
and  graduates  in  civil  engineering.  He  remains  at  the  parental  home, 
is  village  treasurer  of  Brookston,  and  has  charge  of  the  funds  which 
are  to  be  utilized  in  the  erection  and  equipment  of  a Carnegie  Public 
Library  in  this  village.  He  is  a loyal  young  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  republican  party  and  is  affiliated  with  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Miss  Gertrude  V.  Vanatta  was  graduated  in  the 
Brookston  High  School  and  also  in  the  celebrated  conservatory  of  music 
at  Oberlin  College.  She  is  a successful  and  popular  teacher  of  music 
in  Brookston,  is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is 
a popular  factor  in  the  leading  social  activities  of  her  native  county. 
Miss  Agnes  C.  Vanatta  has  completed  the  curriculum  of  the  Brookston 
High  School  and  has  proved  a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  White  County,  she  having  spent  the  summer  of  1915  in  travel  through 
various  Eastern  states. 

Mrs.  Vanatta  was  born  in  Will  County,  Illinois,  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1868,  and  is  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Getting)  Kassabaum.  She 
was  reared  in  Benton  County,  Indiana,  and  acquired  her  education  in 
the  public  schools  at  Kentland  and  Goodland,  this  state,  after  which 
she  was  a popular  and  successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Newton  County. 
Mrs.  Vanatta  is  treasurer  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Brookston,  and  is  a woman  whose  gracious  personality  has 
endeared  her  to  all  with  whom  she  has  come  in  contact.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Vanatta  have  a beautiful  homestead,  lying  continguous  to  the  corporate 
limits  of  Brookston  on  the  south,  and  this  attractive  home  is  known  for 
its  generous  hospitality  and  as  a center  of  much  of  the  social  activity  of 
the  community.  Mr.  Vanatta  and  his  family  are  specially  zealous  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  one  of 
its  influential  lay  members,  as  has  already  been  intimated.  He  is  treas- 
urer of  the  home-missionary  committee  of  the  Logansport  Presbytery, 
and  also  treasurer  of  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Vanatta  is  known  as  one  of  the  substantial  capitalists  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  White  County,  and  he  became,  in  1894,  the  organizer 
of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Brookston  Bank.  He  became  cashier  of 
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the  institution  and  has  continued  his  service  in  this  capacity  since  it 
was  reorganized,  as  a state  bank,  in  1896. 

As  indicative  of  the  marked  appreciation  in  the  valuation  of  land  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  White  County,  it  may  be  stated  that  in  1889-90 
Mr.  Vanatta  purchased  1,760  acres  of  such  land  for  $16,000,  and  that 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1915  this  same  property  would  readily  sell  at 
approximately  $200  an  acre.  Mr.  Vanatta  takes  deep  and  abiding  inter- 
est in  all  that  tends  to  foster  the  social,  moral,  educational  and  material 
well-being  of  his  home  county  and  state  and  is  essentially  one  of  the 
honored  and  representative  citizens  of  White  County. 

Joseph  H.  Kious.  Prominent  among  the  leading  agriculturists  and 
extensive  property  owners  of  White  County,  is  found  Joseph  H.  Kious, 
who  is  carrying  on  operations  in  Prairie  and  other  townships  and  resides 
at  Brookston,  where  he  is  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  and  also  inter- 
ested in  various  other  ventures  of  a business  and  financial  character. 
Mr.  Kious  has  reside  in  this  community  all  of  his  life,  having  been  born 
December  12,  1846,  in  section  15,  range  4,  Prairie  Township,  a son  of 
John  and  Harriet  (Pritchard)  Kious. 

Adam  Kious,  the  grandfather  of  Joseph  H.  Kious,  was  of  German 
parentage,  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married  to 
Margaret  Hyde.  There  their  son,  John,  was  born  December  3,  1803, 
and  when  he  was  three  years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  received  a college  education  and  grew  to  manhood.  He 
early  began  investing  and  speculating  in  land,  and  although  on  several 
occasions  he  nearly  lost  his  all,  he  . eventually  accumulated  large  holdings 
and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  10,000  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mount  Sterling,  Ohio.  In  the  year  1843,  with  two  wagons  and  consid- 
erable cattle,  he  came  West  as  far  as  Dayton.  It  had  been  his  intention 
to  come  on  at  that  time  to  White  County,  but  the  lack  of  feed  here  kept 
him  from  coming  until  the  following  year.  For  two  years  he  rented 
land,  and  then  purchased  a tract  in  Prairie  Township,  and  through 
industry,  perseverance  and  good  management  accumulated  what  was  a 
fortune  for  that  time,  although  crop  failures  and  plunging  had  almost 
bankrupted  him.  He  was  progressive  and  enterprising  in  all  things, 
was  the  first  man  to  raise  1,000  acres  of  corn  in  White  County,  and  lived 
to  be  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day  in  his  community.  Himself 
a college  graduate  and  a close  and  careful  student,  he  was  a great  friend 
of  education  and  did  much  to  secure  advantages  in  this  line  in  his  town- 
ship. He  donated  the  land  and  most  of  the  logs  for  the  Hickory  Ridge 
School,  the  first  schoolhouse  in  his  neighborhood,  and  also  gave  the  land 
for  the  first  school  at  Brookston.  Mr.  Kious  was  a kind-hearted  man  and 
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wished  to  see  every  one  succeed.  He  was  generous  to  a fault,  would 
give  employment  to  men  just  because  they  needed  help  and  not  because 
he  needed  their  services,  and  it  is  said  that  during  his  life  here  he 
boarded  enough  people  free  to  have  paid  for  a good-sized  farm.  He  was 
a medium-sized  man,  but  was  strong  and  rugged  and  capable  of  doing 
an  immense  amount  of  work.  In  political  matters  he  was  originally  a 
whig  and  later  a republican,  and  served  his  county  as  surveyor  for  three 
terms,  or  from  1865  to  1870.  He  died  March  12,  1873,  and  was  buried 
near  Chalmers,  in  White  County. 

While  a,  resident  of  Madison  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Kious  was  married 
to  Rebecca  Bowers,  who  died  leaving  several  children.  He  was  married 
later  to  Harriet  Pritchard,  who  was  born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio, 
January  8,  1814,  and  died  March  19,  1887,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Harriet  Pritchard,  of  that  county.  She  was  also  laid  to  rest  in  White 
County.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Amanda,  who  married  Willis 
Gant,  who  died  in  Iowa,  and  later  married  a second  time ; Lasa  Ann, 
who  married  Rev.  J.  C.  Mahin  and  after  his  death  married  Simon 
Bailey,  and  died  at  Battle  Ground,  Indiana,  in  1903;  Josephine,  who 
died  as  the  wife  of  John  O.  Cutler,  in  Prairie  Township,  in  1907 ; Napo- 
leon B.,  who  died  in  Prairie  Township,  in  1882,  unmarried ; George  W., 
who  died  young;  Joseph  H.,  of  this  notice;  Harriet  V.;  and  Eliza  A., 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Joseph  H.  Kious  grew  up  amid  rural  surroundings  in  the  vicinity  of 
Brookston,  and  was  given  good  educational  advantages  in  his  youth, 
attending  the  district  schools  and  completing  his  studies  at  Battle 
Ground  Academy,  where  Judge  Palmer  was  a fellow-student.  He  inher- 
ited very  little  property  from  his  father,  but  what  was  better  he  inherited 
the  business  judgment,  acumen  and  ability  that  had  made  the  elder 
man  successful.  While  he  has  always  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits, 
he  has  specialized  in  handling  cattle,  and  in  this  line  of  operation  he 
has  found  his  chief  success.  He  owns  broad  acres  of  some  of  the  most 
valuable  land  in  White  County,  as  well  as  in  adjoining  communities, 
and  has  interested  himself  in  various  enterprises  which  have  added  to 
the  prestige  of  the  community  as  well  as  to  his  material  wealth.  At 
the  present  tilne  he  is  president  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Brookston,  one 
of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  the  county,  in  the  direction  of 
which  he  has  displayed  the  possession  of  marked  capacity  as  a banker. 
He  has  been  a supporter  of  the  local  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  while  not. a member  of  any  religious  denomination  has  donated  liber- 
ally to  various  movements  of  a religious  and  educational  character.  He 
has  also  shown  an  interest  in  the  civic  affairs  of  his  community,  and  has 
contributed  of  his  time  and  abilities  in  serving  the  community,  acting  as 
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a member  of  the  town  school  board  for  nine  years,  during  which  time 
he  was  variously  president,  treasurer  and  secretary. 

On  June  12,  1889,  Mr.  Kious  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  Finch,  a 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Rebecca  Finch,  of  Benton  County,  Indiana. 
To  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  daughter : Laura  Blanche,  who 
married  L.  A.  Waugh,  a manufacturer  of  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

John  Hartman.  In  a lifetime  of  more  than  seventy  years  John 
Hartman  has  fulfilled  his  many  obligations  with  a credit  which  does  him 
honor.  In  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  he  displayed  a loyalty  which 
brought  him  into  the  service  of  the  Union  army  when  still  a boy,  and 
the  same  quality  of  public  spirit  has  been  manifest  in  all  his  subsequent 
relations  with  every  community  where  he  has  lived.  A resident  of 
White  County  for  forty-five  years,  his  influence  and  activities  have  been 
associated  in  various  ways  for  the  benefit  of  his  locality  at  Brookston. 

The  Hartman  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  father,  Abel 
Hartman,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1808.  He  married  Eveline  Downs, 
who  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  From  Virginia  he  moved  to  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  later  to  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1870  established  his  home  in  Prairie  Township  of  White  County.  He 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  Indiana  followed  agri- 
culture. In  politics  a republican,  he  was  more  interested  in  church  than 
in  party  affairs,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  United  Brethren 
denomination.  He  died  July  1,  1897,  at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  and  was 
buried  there.  He  was  the  father  of  a large  family  of  ten  children,  whose 
names  are:  Rebecca,  Henry,  Catherine,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Jemina, 

Lavina,  Samuel,  John  and  Libby.  The  only  ones  now  living  are  Sarah, 
Libby  and  John. 

Mr.  John  Hartman  was  born  ill  Ross  County,  Ohio,  May  20,  1844, 
but  when  less  than  two  years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Indiana.  He 
grew  up  with  that  education  which  most  of  the  young  men  of  his  time 
have  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and  when  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  on  May  3,  1864,  enlisted  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  Company  D of 
the  Second  New  York  Cavalry.  He  saw  active  service  with  the  Union 
army  until  his  honorable  discharge  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  on  June  23, 
1865.  On  September  22,  1864,  he  was  captured  at  Fisher  Hill  and 
spent  twenty  days  in  a Confederate  prison. 

On  April  18,  1872,  Mr.  Hartman  married  Mary  A.  Mansfield,  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Shigley)  Mansfield  of  White 
County.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children.  Henry,  who  is  a prac- 
tical farmer  in  Prairie  Township,  married  Laura  Stewart,  and  their 
three  children  are  named  Irma  B.,  Ruth  M.  and  John  C.  Amy  A.,  the 
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first  daughter  married  Thomas  J.  Hanna,  of  the  well  known  and  promi- 
nent Hanna  family  of  White  County,  and  they  live  in  Monticello. 
Effie  I.  is  the  wife  of  James  I.  Ileman,  of  Tippecanoe  County,  and  their 
two  children  are  Lelia  M.  and  Ray  C.  Carl  E.  is  deceased.  Mattie  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Guy  Stewart,  and  they  live  at  Brookston. 

Since  his  discharge  from  the  army  half  a century  ago,  Mr.  Hartman 
has  made  the  farming  the  basis  of  his  successful  career.  He  has  also 
participated  actively  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  a republican  voter 
throughout  almost  the  entire  period  of  the  existence  of  that  party.  He 
served  one  term  of  four  years  as  county  assessor  just  prior  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  service  of  the  present  incumbent  Mr.  Snyder.  For  five  years 
he  was  also  township  assessor  of  Prairie  Township,  and  for  three  years 
deputy  township  assessor  and  in  the  fall  of  1914  he  was  again  elected 
township  assessor.  He  is  a director  in  the  Perpetual  Building  & Loan 
Association  of  Brookston  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  property  holders 
of  that  community,  being  the  owner  of  considerable  town  property  and 
about  forty  acres  of  valuable  and  well  improved  farming  land.  He  and 
his  wife  lend  a liberal  support  and  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee.  He  believes  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  fraternities,  and  has  been  particularly  active  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both  the  subordinate  lodge,  Brookston  No.  164, 
and  the  Encampment  at  Brookston.  He  has  been  through  the  chairs  of 
the  local  lodge  and  for  three  terms  was  representative  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Rebekahs  No.  376  at 
Brookston.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  Brookston  Lodge  No.  66,  F.  & A. 
M.,  and  keeps  up  his  associations  with  old  army  comrades  as  a member 
of  Champion  Hill  Post  No.  171,  G.  A.  R.  at  Brookston  and  is  the  pres- 
ent commander  of  that  post. 

Alexander  Lawrie  Telfer.  The  name  of  Alexander  Lawrie  Telfer 
has  been  associated  with  the  history  of  White  County  for  more  than  a 
half  century,  from  the  time  he  took  up  his  permanent  residence  here 
in  1863.  A native  of  the  Empire  state,  he  brought  to  this  undeveloped 
country  a wealth  of  resource  and  unspoiled  ambition,  tempered  with 
good  judgment  and  business  sagacity.  In  his  veins  flowed  the  blood 
of  agriculturists,  patriots  and  workers  in  the  skilled  vocations,  and  his 
actions  were  upheld  by  that  dignity  commonly  associated  with  people 
accustomed  in  youth  to  the  settled  conditions  of  the  East.  His  active 
career  here  was  passed  in  the  pursuits  of  the  soil,  but  in  1914  he  retired 
from  active  labor,  and  since  that  time  has  been  living  in  quiet  retire- 
ment at  Brookston. 

Alexander  Lawrie  Telfer  was  born  April  17,  1848,  in  New  York  City, 
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New  York,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Lawrie)  Telfer.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Matthew  Telfer,  was  born  in  England  and  came 
to  the  United  States  from  borders  of  Scotland  early  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  He  passed  the  rest  of  liis  career  at  the  trade  of  hairdressing, 
and  died  in  New  York  City  about  1843,  in  the  faith  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  Matthew  Telfer  married  Mary  Ann  Giles,  who  was  born  and 
passed  her  early  years  near  Bound  Brook,  New  Jersey,  and  whose  par- 
ents came  to  the  United  States  from  England.  Their  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  were  as  follows : Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Mook ; Rob- 
ert; Matthew;  Harriet  Jane;  Frederick,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war 
as  a member  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  In- 
fantry; William,  who  was  a member  of  the  Seventh  New  York  Infantry; 
John,  who  also  served  as  a soldier,  in  the  Seventy-first  Regiment;  and 
two  sons  who  died  in  infancy. 

Robert  Telfer,  father  of  Alexander  L.,  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
May  14,  1825,  and  died  in  West  Point  Township,  White  County,  Indiana, 
July  14,  1868,  being  buried  there  at  West  Point  Burial  Ground.  He  was 
an  engraver  and  designer  on  wood  and  made  illustrations  for  printing, 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  masters  of  his  trade.  He  served  as  a 
captain  of  militia,  was  a Universalist  in  his  religious  belief,  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  republican  party,  being  a stalwart  supporter 
of  the  candidacy  of  John  C.  Fremont  for  the  presidency.  Robert  Telfer 
married  Elizabeth  Lawrie,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April  1. 
1823.  Her  mother  ’s  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Coombes  and  she  was  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Coombes,  a captain  in  the  patriot  army  during 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  his  three  brothers  was  the  officer  of 
the  squad  which  captured  Major  Andre,  near  Tarry  town,  New  York. 
Sarah  Coombes  mother’s  ancestry  dates  back  in  this  country  to  the  year 
1665.  Under  the  name  of  Martin,  the  family  came  from  Westphalia  as. 
refugees  from  Germany,  fleeing  from  persecution  under  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  and  settled  along  the  Hudson,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Dutchess 
County,  New  York. 

Alexander  Lawrie  Telfer  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  five  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  first  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in  1853,  the 
family  settling  in  section  26,  West  Point  Township,  on  a farm  a part 
of  which  is  still  owned  by  Mr.  Telfer  and  which  has  been  known  for 
sixty  years  as  the  Wolf  Mound  Farm.  About  1854  the  family  returned 
to  the  East  and  remained  until  the  spring  of  1863,  and  there  young 
Alexander  saw  much  of  the  glamour  of  war,  the  recruiting,  camping  and 
departure  of  the  troops  to  the  front,  experiencing  also  many  of  the 
hardships  of  the  war  days  when  almost  all  of  the  able-bodied  men  were 
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in  the  army.  In  White  County  he  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  although 
in  the  East  he  had  served  for  about  nine  months  as  an  office  boy,  copyist, 
etc.,  in  a law  office.  When  ready  to  enter  upon  his  own  career,  he  had 
no  capital  save  his  energy,  determination  and  ambition  to  succeed,  but 
with  these  he  worked  out  an  admirable  success  in  his  chosen  field  of 
effort.  He  followed  the  vocation  of  agriculturist  from  the  time  when 
the  prairies  were  occupied  not  alone  by  droves  of  cattle,  but  by  wolves 
and  deer,  to  the  present,  when  the  land  has  been  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion; from  the  time  when  the  settlers  only  had  tracks  that  sought  to 
avoid  sloughs  and  quick-sands  to  the  present  times  of  good  roads,  ditches 
and  railroad  facilities.  In  1914  he  left  the  scene  of  his  many  years  of 
successful  labor  and  moved  to  Brookston,  where  he  bought  a home. 
Before  he  had  lived  here  a year,  his  faithful  and  devoted  wife  who  had 
been  both  helpmate  and  adviser,  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  dying 
January  20,  1915.  Mr.  Telfer  is  still  the  owner  of  about  one-half  sec- 
tion of  land  in  Round  Grove,  West  Point  and  Prairie  townships,  which 
he  saw  advance  in  value  from  a few  dollars  to  $200  per  acre.  He  also 
has  some  valuable  town  property. 

Mr.  Telfer  has  always  owed  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  He 
served  eight  years  as  president  of  the  White  County  Council,  during 
which  period  the  present  handsome  infirmary  was  erected,  and  in  1900 
was  appointed  to  take  the  United  States  census  in  Round  Grove  Town- 
ship. He  is  a charter  member  of  the  Universalist  Church  at  Brookston, 
and  served  eleven  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  His 
fraternal  connection  is  with  Grand  Prairie  Lodge  No.  164,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  treasurer,  and  as  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  his  community  is  valued  as  a member  of  the  White  County 
Historical  Society. 

Mr.  Telfer  was  married  at  Monticello,  Indiana,  December  26,  1876, 
to  Mary  Ellen  Reddish,  a daughter  of  Noah  and  Almina  (Bartholomew) 
Reddish  and  a granddaughter  of  Robert  Reddish,  who  was  the  first  per- 
son buried  (1848)  in  the  Bunnell  Burying  Ground,  east  of  the  present 
site  of  Reynolds.  Her  father  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  being 
out  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  year.  Mrs.  Telfer ’s  mother,  Almina  Bar- 
tholomew, was  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Bartholomew,  who  came  to 
White  County,  Indiana,  about  1850,  from  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and 
were  .originally  from  Connecticut,  going  to  Ohio  as  infants  with  their 
parents  in  1800,  and  having  the  Indians  for  their  playmates.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Telfer,  namely:  Robert,  born  Novem- 
ber 4,  1877,  a farmer  of  Round  Grove  Township,  married  December  30, 
1903,  to  Estella  Statton,  and  has  six  children — Rob  Roy,  Virgil,  Statton, 
William  Burdell,  James  Howard  and  Ralph  Blanchard;  Lawrie,  born 
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December  28,  1879,  a farmer  of  West  Point  Township,  married  December 
24,  1901,  to  Nannie  North,  and  has  four  children — Ethel  Veroca,  Opal 
Jeanette,  Emily  Elenore  and  Edna  Irene;  Wallace,  who  died  in  infancy; 
. Arthur,  born  September  30,  1884,  married  February  6,  1907,  to  Laura 
Sterner,  and  has  two  children — Bernard  and  Anna  Valeria ; and  Frank, 
born  April  10,  1887,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  Brookston,  Indiana. 

John  Peter  Erickson.  Coming  from  his  native  land  to  the  United 
States  as  a young  man  with  but  nominal  financial  resources  but  fully 
fortified  in  courage,  ambitions  and  self-reliance,  besides  being  animated 
by  that  integrity  of  purpose  that  ever  conserves  individual  advance- 
ment Mr.  Erickson  has  achieved  large  and  worthy  success  during  his 
residence  of  more  than  forty  years  in  Indiana,  and  tangible  evidences 
of  his  splendid  prosperity  and  thrift  are  by  no  means  obscure  or  uncer- 
tain, for  he  is  today  the  owner  of  a valuable  and  finely  improved  landed 
estate  of  500  acres  of  land  in  White  County,  besides  being  in  possession 
of  real  estate  in  the  Village  of  Brookston  and  one  of  the  stockholders  and 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  Brookston,  one  of  the  substantial  and  popular 
financial  institutions  of  White  County.  He  is  a progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  is  appreciative  of  the  advantages  that  have  here  been 
afforded  him  for  the  achievement  of  success  and  has  never  failed  in  rec- 
ognition of  the  stewardship  which  such  success  involves,  so  that  he 
has  aided  in  the  furtherance  of  those  things  which  tend  to  enhance 
the  general  welfare  of  the  community  and  has  not  denied  his  aid  to 
those  less  fortunate,  the  Golden  Rule  seeming  to  have  been  a dominating 
force  in  his  career  and  his  being  secure  vantage-ground  in  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen.  Mr.  Erickson  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  White  County  since  the  spring  of  1873  and  here  he  has  advanced 
from  the  obscure  position  of  a farm  workman  in  the  employ  of  others 
to  the  established  and  secure  plane  on  which  he  stands  as  one  of  the 
representative  agriculturists  and  capitalists  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Erickson  is  a scion  of  a long  line  of  sterling  Scandinavian 
ancestors  and  was  born  in  the  Duchy  of  Slesvig,  Kingdom  of  Denmark — 
a district  that  was  conquered  by  the  Austrian  and  Prussians  in  1863-64 
and  that  since  1866  has  been  a part  of  the  Prussian  Province  of  Sleswick- 
Holstein.  Mr.  Erickson  was  born  in  the  Grundhof  district,  on  the  4th 
of  May,  1851,  and  is  the  younger  of  the  two  sons  of  Claus  and  Elizabeth 
Erickson,  who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  where  the 
father  followed  the  vocation  of  farming  during  the  major  part  of  his 
active  career.  Mr.  Erickson  was  reared  to  adult  age  in  the  place  of  his 
birth,  profited  duly  by  the  advantages  of  the  local  schools,  and  within 
a few  years  after  the  German  conquest  of  Sleswick  he  severed  the  home 
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ties  and  set  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  America,  where  he  was  assured 
of  better  opportunities  for  the  winning  of  independence  and  prosperity 
through  personal  effort.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1870, 
and  when  he  landed  in  the  port  of  New  York  City  his  cash  capital  did 
not  exceed  twenty  dollars.  From  the  national  metropolis  he  soon  made 
his  way  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  thence  came  to  Franklin  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  remained  about  one  year,  was  variously  employed  in 
Rush  County,  this  state,  until  the  spring  of  1873,  which  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  White  County,  this  county  having  since  continued  the  stage 
of  his  earnest  and  productive  activities.  In  the  early  period  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  was  employed  on  the  farm  of  Christopher  Sommerstadt, 
east  of  Brookston,  and  in  his  independent  operations  as  a farmer  and 
stock-grower  he  has  advanced  from  a modest  beginning  to  the  control  of 
a large  and  valuable  landed  estate  and  to  a position  of  prominence  and 
influence  in  community  affairs.  From  the  time  of  becoming  a natural- 
ized citizen  of  the  United  States  Mr.  Erickson  has.  not  faltered  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  he  is  well  fortified  in  his  opinions 
concerning  governmental  and  economic  policies,  as  he  has  read  widely 
and  with  discretion  and  has  become  a man  of  broad  views  and  mature 
judgment.  He  served  six  years  as  a member  of  the  village  council  of 
Brookston,  within  which  he  maintains  his  residence,  and  for  four  years 
of  this,  period  he  was  president  of  the  board.  Further  evidence  of  his 
hold  upon  popular  confidence  was  shown  in  his  being  called  upon  to 
serve  as  a member  of  the  board  of  education  of  this  village,  a position 
of  which  he  continues  the  incumbent,  during  the  first  year  being  presi- 
dent of  the  board  and  at  the  present  time  being  its  treasurer.  He  and 
his  wife  are  zealous  and  valued  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Brookston,  and  he  is  serving  as  its  treasurer,  as  well  as  elder  of  the 
church. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1886,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Erickson  to  Miss  Fannie  S.  Hornbeck,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  White 
County,  where  her  parents,  Nelson  and  Phoebe  Hornbeck,  established 
their  residence  many  years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  two  chil- 
dren : Alta  May  is  the  wife  of  Lynn  F.  Rainier,  a progressive  young 
farmer  of  Prairie  Township ; and  Morris  H.  was  graduated  in  the  depart- 
ment of  agriculture  at  Purdue  University  at  Lafayette  this  state,  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1915. 

Jeremiah  Murphy.  Material  prosperity  was  in  the  possession  of 
Jeremiah  Murphy  many  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  Janu- 
ary 8,  1912,  and  which  was  a grievous  loss  to  the  good  citizenship  of 
Prairie  Township.  The  late  Mr.  Murphy  earned  all  that  he  ever 
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acquired,  and  few  men  performed  a more  skillful  and  industrious  part 
in  the  life  and  activities  of  Prairie  Township  than  this  citizen,  who  at 
an  early  age  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  who  made  a 
remarkable  record  of  increasing  his  possessions,  all  his  accumulations 
representing  industry  and  honorable  dealing.  His  life  should  prove  an 
encouragement  to  younger  men  who  have  little  more  than  perseverance 
and  industry  as  their  capital  in  life. 

Jeremiah  Murphy  was  born  at  Castleisland,  Ireland,  March  6,  1830, 
a son  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Edenden)  Murphy.  In  1840  the  family 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  for  ten  years  resided  at  Dover,  Delaware. 
The  father  died  while  in  the  East,  and  the  mother  and  children  subse- 
quently came  West  to  Indianapolis,  where  she  passed  away.  Of  the  ten 
children  all  are  uow  deceased  except  Margaret  and  Daniel.  The  senior 
Murphy  came  to  the  United  States  in  order  to  find  better  opportunities 
and  provide  a home  for  his  family. 

The  late  Mr.  Murphy  through  the  death  of  his  parents  was  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  in 
1848  he  came  to  White  County,  and  was  thus  one  of  the  pioneers  and 
helped  to  develop  the  country  from  its  wilderness  condition.  He  was 
soon  established  as  an  independent  farmer,  and  for  a great  many  years 
applied  himself  to  that  business  with  a rare  judgment  and  exceptional 
skill  which  well  account  for  the  prosperity  he  gained.  His  first  land 
ownership  comprised  eighty  acres,  and  before  his  death  his  accumula- 
tions were  represented  in  800  acres,  devoted  to  general  farming  and 
sheep  and  cattle  raising.  His  widow  and  the  children  still  own  this 
generous  estate,  and  the  son  is  active  manager.  Mr.  Murphy  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Brookston  Bank  at  Brookston,  Indiana,  and  was 
one  of  the  prominent  men  in  that  well  known  bank. 

In  1863  Jeremiah  Murphy  married  Miss  Harrietta  McIntyre,  daugh- 
ter of  Doctor  Benjamin  and  Esther  (Teck)  McIntyre.  Doctor  McIn- 
tyre was  a native  of  Vermont,  and  in  the  early  days  drove  the  entire 
distance  from  his  native  state  to  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  where 
he  bought  a small  tract  of  land.  Returning  to  Vermont,  in  a few  years 
he  became  a permanent  resident  in  Indiana,  and  lived  here  until  his 
death.  Mrs.  Murphy’s  parents  are  both  now  at  rest  in  Tippecanoe 
County.  Mrs.  Murphy  was  for  four  years  a student  in  the  seminary, 
St.  Mary  of  the  Woods  at  Terre  Haute,  and  when  only  sixteen  years 
of  age  taught  her  first  term  of  school.  She  spent  about  four  years  in 
teaching  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  and  the  two  now  living  are : Charles,  a member 

of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  and  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
of  White  County;  and  Henrietta,  wife  of  J.  Paul  of  Indianapolis. 
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The  late  Mr.  Murphy  was  a radical  democrat,  but  too  busy  with 
other  affairs  to  hold  an  office.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Masonic  Order,  and  in  religious 
matters  favored  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Murphy  is 
an  active  member.  The  late  Mr.  Murphy  was  a great  lover  of  home 
and  of  domestic  animals,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  his  busy*  and  long 
life  commanded  universal  respect. 

Charles  W.  Brackney.  Who  would  learn  of  one  of  the  finest 
landed  estates  of  White  County  need  but  investigate  that  of  which  Mr. 
Brackney  is  the  owner,  the  same  comprising  about  850  acres  and  the 
entire  tract  being  situated  in  Prairie  Township,  within  whose  borders 
he  has  resided  from  the  time  of  his  birth,  his  father  having  settled  in 
this  county  seventy  years  ago  and  the  family  name  having  been  most 
worthily  linked  with  the  civic  and  industrial  development  and  progress 
of  White  County.  He  whose  name  introduces  this  paragraph  is  essen- 
tially one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of 
this  section  of  his  native  state  and  is  a citizen  of  prominence  and  influ- 
ence in  his  home  community,  where  his  unequivocal  personal  popu- 
larity effectually  contraverts  any  application  of  the  scriptural  state- 
ment that  ‘ ‘ a prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country.  ’ ’ 

On  the  old  hometead  farm  of  his  father,  in  section  19,  Prairie  Town- 
ship, Charles  W.  Brackney  was  born  on  the  8th  of  October,  1859,  the 
youngest  of  the  four  children  of  Arthur  J.  and  Harriet  C.  (Bryan) 
Brackney,  the  former  of  whom,  the  seventh  in  a family  of  fourteen 
children,  was  born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1823,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
Indiana,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1833,  a daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
Bryan,  who  were  numbered  among  the  sterling  pioneers  of  that  county. 

The  marriage  of  the  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  review  was  solem- 
nized, in  Tippecanoe  County,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1849,  and  of  the 
children  of  this  union  Charles  W.  is  the  youngest,  as  previously  stated ; 
Corydon,  the  first  born,  died  in  infancy;  Melissa  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Stephen  T.  Cochran  and  they  reside  in  the  Village  of  Brookston,  this 
county;  and  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Dimmitt,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Prairie  Township. 

Arthur  J.  Brackney  was  reared  in  Ohio  till  seven  years  of  age  and 
then  came  to  Carroll  County  where  his  early  environments  were  those 
of  the  pioneer  days.  About  the  year  1844,  shortly  after  attaining  to 
his  legal  majority,  he  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  where  he  essayed 
the  herculean  task  of  working  his  way  from  his  status  as  a young  man 
of  but  nominal  financial  means  to  the  goal  of  definite  independence  and 
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prosperity.  His  energy  and  good  judgment  were  on  a parity  with  his 
ambition,  and  the  passing  years  enabled  him  to  realize  worthy  success  as 
an  agriculturist  and  stock  raiser,  with  the  result  that  he  became  a sub- 
stantial farmer  in  Prairie  Township,  where  he  reclaimed  and  made 
excellent  improvements  on  his  land,  his  homestead  place  having  been 
one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  the  county  at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  the 
12th  of  October,  1908,  about  two  months  prior  to  his  eighty-fifth  birth- 
day anniversary,  so  that  he  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  citizens  of 
the  county  when  he  thus  passed  from  the  state  of  his  mortal  endeavors, 
‘ ‘ in  the  fullness  of  years  and  well  earned  honors.  ’ ’ He  was  a man  of 
sterling  and  unassuming  worth  of  character,  known  for  his  industry 
and  well  fortified  convictions,  and  he  commanded  the  unqualified  respect 
of  the  community  in  which  he  long  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends. 
Mr.  Brackney  was  one  of  the  valiant  patriots  who  went  forth  from 
Indiana  to  give  loyal  service  in  defense  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war, 
in  which  he  made  a record  that  redounds  to  the  lasting  honor  of  his 
name.  He  enlisted  in  a company  that  was  recruited  in  White  County 
and  that  was  mustered  in  to  the  United  State  service  at  Indianapolis, 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1862,  as  Company  F,  Ninety-ninth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  George  IT.  Gwinn  and  Andrew  Cochran  having 
served  in  turn  as  captains  of  this  company.  With  this  gallant  regiment 
Mr.  Brackney  continued  in  active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
it  was  his  to  participate  in  many  of  the  important  campaigns  and 
battles  marking  the  progress  of  the  great  internecine  conflict.  He 
took  part  in  the  Vicksburg,  Atlanta  and  Chattanooga  campaigns,  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Atlanta  and  thereafter  accompanied  Sher- 
man’s forces  on  the  ever  memorable  march  to  the  sea,  thence  proceed- 
ing with  his  command  through  the  Carolinas  and  finally  taking  part  in 
the  Grand  Review  of  the  victorious  armies,  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
where  he  was  mustered  out  on  the  5th  of  June,  1865,  his  honorable  dis- 
charge having  been  received  after  his  return  to  Indiana.  In  later  years 
he  vitalized  the  more  gracious  memories  and  associations  of  his  military 
career  by  retaining  active  affiliation  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. In  politics  Mr.  Brackney  was  aligned  with  the  democratic  party 
until  the  organization  of  the  republican  party,  the  cause  of  which  ever 
afterward  received  his  staunch  support,  though  he  never  sought  or  held 
political  office.  He  was  liberal  and  loyal  in  his  civic  attitude  and  always 
did  his  part  in  furthering  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He 
gave  active  support  to  religious  work,  though  not  formally  identified 
with  any  church.  The  major  portion  of  his  active  career  was  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  about 
ninety  acres  of  land  in  Prairie  Township,  besides  real  estate  in  the 
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Village  of  Brookston.  His  devoted  wife  survived  him  by  six  years  and 
was  a resident  of  Brookston  at  the  time  when  she  was  summoned  to 
eternal  rest,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1914,  her  gentle  personality  and 
abiding  kindliness  having  endeared  her  to  those  who  came  within  the 
sphere  of  her  gracious  influence. 

Charles  W.  Brackney  found  the  period  of  his  childhood  and  youth 
compassed  by  the  invigorating  and  benignant  influences  of  the  farm, 
and  in  all  commendation  may  it  be  said  that  he  has  never  abated  his 
allegiance  to  the  fundamental  industries  of  agriculture  and  stock-grow- 
ing, of  which  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful exponents  in  his  native  county.  His  active  identification  with 
these  important  lines  of  enterprise  has  continued  in  an  independent 
way  for  the  long  period  of  thirty  years,  and  those  familiar  with  his 
career  have  full  appreciation  of  the  advancement  which  he  has  made 
through  his  energetic  and  well  directed  endeavors.  Mr.  Brackney 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  the  lessons  gained 
in  the  broad  school  of  experience  have  further  fortified  him,  with  the 
result  that  he  is  a man  of  marked  maturity  of  judgment  and  broad 
mental  ken. 

Mr.  Brackney  is  one  of  the  active  and  influential  representatives  of 
the  republican  party  in  Prairie  Township,  and  while  he  has  not  been 
imbued  with  ambition  for  office  his  civic  loyalty  has  been  such  that  he 
has  not  denied  his  service  in  public  positions  of  trust.  He  was  for 
some  time  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  town  and  for  the 
long  period  of  fourteen  years  has  been  a member  of  the  advisory  board 
of  the  township.  He  is  liberal  in  the  support  of  churches,  schools,  pub- 
lic improvements,  especially  good  roads,  and  drainage  enterprises,  and 
he  has  been  a supporter  of  general  measures  and  agencies  tending  to 
advance  the  communal  welfare.  Mr.  Brackney  is  a stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Brookston,  and  also  of  the  White 
County  Trust  Company,  at  Monticello.  Though  he  gives  a general 
supervision  to  his  extensive  landed  estate  Mr.  Brackney  owns  one  of  the 
fine,  modern  residence  properties  in  the  Village  of  Brookston,  where  he 
and  his  wife  maintain  their  home. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1885,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Brackney  to  Miss  Adda  M.  Hornbeck,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Prairie  Township,  a daughter  of  Nelson  and  Phoebe  Hornbeck,  who  were 
honored  citizens  and  early  settlers  of  White  County  and  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased,  Mrs.  Brackney  being  the  owner  of  297  acres  of  her 
father’s  old  homestead  and  her  sister,  Mrs,  Erickson,  owning  the 
remainder  about  240  acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brackney  have  two  children : 
Reed  TI.,  who  was  born  February  4,  1886,  was  graduated  in  the  depart- 
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ment  of  electrical  engineering  in  Purdue  University,  as  a member  of 
the  class  of  1907,  and  now  holds  the  responsible  position  of  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Madison  River  Power  Company,  at  Three  Forks, 
Montana,  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  having  been  Orpha  Johnson; 
Emory  P.,  the  younger  son,  remains  at  the  parental  home  and  is  actively 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  latter’s  farm 
property,  he  having  been  graduated  in  the  agricultural  department  of 
Purdue  University  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1913. 

Miller  O.  Raub.  The  interests  which  have  engaged  the  attention 
of  Miller  0.  Raub  have  been  so  extensive  and  varied  that  they  have 
placed  him  among  the  substantial  business  men  of  Chalmers.  Agricul- 
ture, merchandise,  the  buying  and  selling  of  farms,  all  have  profited 
by  his  signal  ability,  and  they  have  all  been  prosecuted  by  him  with 
gratifying  success.  In  the  meantime,  he  has  not  been  indifferent  to 
the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship,  but  has  made  his  community’s 
interests  his  own. 

Miller  0.  Raub  was  born  October  21,  1864,  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
Indiana,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Serepta  Raub.  The  father  (An- 
drew Raub)  was  born  on  the  Piqua  Plains,  in  Ohio,  and  in  1834  had 
come  to  Indiana  with  his  father,  Jacob  Raub,  where  the  family  located 
in  Tippecanoe  County. 

In  Tippecanoe  and  White  counties  Andrew  Raub  invested  heavily 
in  land,  nearly  all  of  which  had  been  originally  purchased  by  him  and 
his  brothers,  and  for  many  years  Andrew  Raub  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent agriculturists  of  his  locality.  He  was  also  the  builder  of  and  pro- 
prietor of  one  of  the  first  grain  elevators  erected  in  the  state,  which 
was  a large  and  commodious  one  for  its  day,  but  was  later  destroyed 
by  fire.  Andrew  Raub  lived  to  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  died  in 
1882,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  had 
been  a member  all  his  life.  In  political  faith  he  was  a democrat. 

Serepta  Ostrander  Raub,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Raub,  who  died  fin 
1911,  was  born  in  Vigo  County,  Indiana,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  Ostrander.  Andrew  and  Serepta  Raub  were  the  parents 
of  these  children:  Ella,  who  married  L.  D.  Einzel;  Lyda,  who  married 
W.  P.  Houk ; Miller  0.,  who  married  Emma  Eichelzer ; Mary,  who  mar- 
ried L.  G.  Ward;  Jacob,  who  married  Nellie  Taylor;  Joseph,  who  mar- 
ried Marie  Callahan. 

Miller  0.  Raub  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Tippecanoe 
County,  and  later  attended  Wabash  College  for  a short  time.  He  lived 
on  the  old  home  place  at  South  Raub,  Indiana,  until  the  year  1886, 
when  he  moved  to  White  County,  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
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stock  raising  with  his  uncle,  Albin  D.  Raub,  on  the  Chaffee  farm  just 
west  of  Chalmers. 

He  was  married  on  September  27,  1887,  to  Emma  Eichelzer,  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Agatha  Eichelzer.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  six  children,  Frank,  Andrew,  Elizabeth,  Ida, 
Emma  and  Bernard.  Frank,  the  eldest,  was  married  in  1911  to  Jessie 
McClurg  of  Monticello,  Indiana,  and  Elizabeth  was  married  in  1913 
to  Earl  L.  Johnson,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

In  the  year  1889  Mr.  Raub  purchased  and  moved  on  a farm  about 
four  miles  east  of  Chalmers,  where  he  and  his  family  resided  until 
November,  1906,  when  Mr.  Raub  gave  up  active  farming  and  moved  to 
Chalmers,  his  present  home,  although  he  still  retains  his  land  holdings. 
Mr.  Raub  has  always  been  an  expert  in  land  values,  not  only  in  his 
own  community,  but  in  other  localities,  and  he  does  a large  business  in 
buying  and  selling  farming  properties,  in  his  own  and  adjoining 
counties. 

The  Chalmers  Telephone  Company  owes  a great  deal  of  its  success 
to  the  able  assistance  given  it  by  Mr.  Raub,  as  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers, and  is  also  a shareholder,  and  has  worked  tirelessly  as  an  officer 
of  the  company  since  its  organization.  Mr.  Raub  has  also  served  as 
president  of  the  Chalmers  Perpetual  Building  and  Loan  Association 
since  1909. 

In  addition  to  his  many  other  duties,  Mr.  Raub  has  found  time  to 
engage  in  the  mercantile  business,  as  he,  with  his  son,  purchased  in 
1912  the  general  merchandise  store,  formerly  conducted  by  M.  Burgett, 
and  this  business  has  been  operated  successfully  under  the  firm  name 
of  Miller  O.  Raub  & Co.  This  business  has  grown  in  scope  and  business, 
until  it  *is  considered  one  of  the  substantial  and  successful  enterprises 
of  this  flourishing  city. 

The  name  of  Miller  O.  Raub  carries  considerable  weight  and  influ- 
ence in  business  circles  of  Chalmers,  for  his  career  has  always  been  one 
in  which  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability,  strict  integrity,  and  fidelity 
to  engagements.^  Fraternally  he  is  a charter  member  of  both  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  lodges  of  Chalmers, 
and  in  these  lodges  his  many  friends  speak  highly  of  their  association 
in  lodge  work  with  Miller  Raub. 

Recently  Mr.  Raub  has  been  appointed  trustee  of  the  Sarah  L.  Allen 
Estate,  which  estate  consists  of  large  land  holdings  in  White  County, 
and  extensive  interests  in  Canadian  properties,  and  his  success  in  the 
handling  of  this  difficult  proposition  is  again  stamping  Miller  0.  Raub 
as  a man  of  keen  judgment  and  excellent  executive  ability. 

In  religious  faith,  Mr.  Raub  was  reared  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  is  now  affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 


936 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


of  Chalmers.  Politically  a republican,  he  has  taken  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  party,  but  his  principal  activity  has  been  as  a good  citizen, 
with  the  welfare  of  his  community  at  heart. 

Eben  H.  Wolcott.  Of  former  White  County  residents,  and  still 
identified  with  this  county  by  many  associations  and  interests,  perhaps 
none  is  more  widely  and  favorably  known  over  the  State  of  Indiana 
than  Eben  H.  Wolcott,  present  state  tax  commissioner,  and  a resident 
of  Marion,  where  his  extensive  business  interests  are  centered. 

On  other  pages  much  has  been  said  about  the  Wolcott  family,  and 
the  Village  of  Wolcott,  which  was  named  from  this  family  of  early 
White  County  settlers,  and  where  Eben  Harry  Wolcott  was  born.  His 
parents  were  Anson  Wolcott  and  his  wife  Georgiana  (Sayen)  Wolcott. 
The  record  of  Anson  Wolcott  appears  on  other  pages. 

Mr.  Wolcott  was  educated  in  Wabash  College  at  Crawfordsville, 
and  in  1886  received  his  degree  Bachelor  of  Science  from  that  institu- 
tion, and  somewhat  later  the  college  bestowed  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  Master  of  Arts.  On  leaving  college  he  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  in  White  County,  and  in  1887  was  made  a partner  in  the  firm 
of  A.  & E.  H.  Wolcott,  dealers  in  hay,  grain,  seeds,  coal,  etc.  The 
senior  member  of  the  firm  was  his  father,  Anson  Wolcott. 

For  something  over  a dozen  years  Mr.  Wolcott’s  business  interests 
were  chiefly  connected  with  White  County.  Since  then  they  have  been 
of  much  wider  scope.  About  1901  he  sold  his  grain  interests,  and  in 
1907  he  took  an  active  part  both  financially  and  as  a manager  in  the 
manufacturing  of  automobile  motors.  He  became  a member  of  the 
Western  Motor  Company,  the  factory  being  then  located  at  Logans- 
port.  In  1909  a new  factory  was  built  in  Marion,  Indiana,  and  in  May 
of  that  year  Mr.  Wolcott  removed  to  Marion  and  has  since  had  his 
home  in  that  beautiful  and  flourishing  city. 

Mr.  Wolcott  is  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Aetna  Trust  & Savings 
Company;  director  of  the  Continental  National  Bank;  director  of  the 
American  Playground  Device  Company ; director  of  the  Standard  Live 
Stock  Insurance  Company;  director  of  the  Logansport  Oxygen  Com- 
pany; and  vice  president  of  the  American  Mortgage  Guarantee  Com- 
pany. 

He  has  been  one  of  Indiana’s  public  men  for  many  years.  No 
doubt  the  work  for  which  he  deserves  greatest  praise  and  credit  has 
been  his  endeavors  to  secure  tax  reform  in  the  state.  He  is  a republican 
and  it  was  as  a member  of  that  party  that  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  Marshall  in  February,  1912,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term, 
and  in  December,  1912,  reappointed  for  the  regular  term  of  four  years 
as  republican  member  of  the  board  of  State  Tax  Commissioners.  Tn 
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1900  Mr.  Walcott  was  elected  state  senator,  and  this  honor  came  to 
him  while  he  was  still  living  in  White  County.  He  served  with  a 
creditable  record  during  the  Legislatures  of  1901  and  1903.  He  was 
lieutenant  colonel  under  Governor  W.  T.  Durbin  and  also  under  Gov- 
ernor Frank  Hanly  as  a member  of  the  governor’s  staff. 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  president  of  the  Economic  Club 
in  Indianapolis,  is  a member  of  the  Marion  Club,  and  of  the  Columbia 
Club  of  Indianapolis.  His  church  is  the  Christian. 

Mr.  Wolcott  represents  the  very  old  and  of  tentime  distinguished 
Wolcott  family  of  America,  and  his  own  relations  to  that  family  are 
now  of  a peculiarly  intimate  and  conspicuous  character,  since  he  is 
president  of  The  Society  of  Descendants  of  Henry  Wolcott  for  the 
year  1916-17.  This  society  is  made  up  of  the  direct  descendants  of 
Henry  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  who  came  to  America  in  1630. 

On  April  22,  1889,  at  Indianapolis  Mr.  Wolcott  married  Lida  Lister 
Brown,  daughter  of  Dr.  Walter  Scott  Brown  of  Indianapolis.  Mrs. 
Wolcott  is  a granddaughter  of  Dr.  Ryland  T.  Brown,  who  was  noted 
in  the  field  of  science  and  also  as  a minister  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Dr.  Brown  was  an  uncle  of  Admiral  George  Brown,  one  of  the  distin- 
guished characters  in  the  American  navy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolcott  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Ryland  Anson  Wolcott  and  Roger  Gould 
Wolcott. 

Augustus  E.  Mahin.  In  the  Brookston  community  Augustus  E. 
Mahin  has  for  a number  of  years  been  one  of  the  most  substantial  fac- 
tors, and  though  primarily  a farmer  and  he  and  his  wife  are  owners  of 
a large  tract  of  excellent  land  in  that  community,  his  activities  have 
also  had  a wide  scope.  He  has  done  his  share  of  local  improvement, 
and  by  following  out  his  inclinations  for  mechanical  pursuits  has  de- 
veloped a good  business  at  the  Township  of  Prairie  by  operating  a 
shop  for  general  repairing  and  the  handling  of  automobile  accessories, 
windmills,  threshing  outfits  and  other  machinery.  The  grain  growers 
in  that  section  have  appreciated  his  service  as  a thresherman  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  he  has  also  performed  some  large  contracts  and 
general  drainage  work. 

The  Mahin  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  established  in  this  section  of 
Indiana.  The  name  was  originally  spelled  Mahan,  and  is  of  Irish 
origin,  though  with  important  admixtures  of  German  and  other  stocks. 
One  of  the  interesting  social  events  in  the  Battleground  community  was 
the  celebration  on  March  27,  1899,  of  the  ninety-fifth  birthday  anni- 
versary of  Mrs.  Hester  Mahin,  the  grandmother  of  the  Brookston  busi- 
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ness  man  above  mentioned.  This  anniversary  was  made  the  occasion 
for  a family  reunion,  at  which  four  of  grandmother  Mahin ’s  sons  were 
present  besides  a large  number  of  other  relatives  and  friends.  Grand- 
mother Hester  (Shigley)  Mahin  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
March  27,  1804,  and  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (Potts) 
Shigley,  who  were  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wuertemberg,  Germany, 
and  were  married  after  coming  to  this  country.  On  January  29,  1824, 
Hester  Shigley  married  John  Mahin.  Four  years  later,  in  1828,  they 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  and  settled  in  the  extreme  northern 
part  of  Tippecanoe  County.  That  they  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  their  nearest  neighbor  was  five  miles 
away.  They  raised  and  made  their  own  clothing  and  bedding  from 
flax  and  wool,  and  Hester  Mahin  in  the  early  days  was  noted  for  her 
expert  skill  in  spinning  and  weaving.  She  and  her  husband  had  seven 
children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  At  the  time  of  the  birthday  anni- 
versary above  mentioned,  in  addition  to  her  four  living  sons,  she  had 
forty-two  grandchildren,  thirty  of  whom  were  living,  seventy-four 
great-grandchildren,  fifty-five  of  whom  were  living,  and  two  great- 
great-grandchildren,  making  a total  of  126  descendants.  At  the  anni- 
versary celebration  four  generations  were  represented,  one  of  her 
great-grandchildren  being  present,  an  infant  one  year  old.  At  that 
time  the  four  sons  of  Hester  Mahin  were  Milton,  Charles  W.,  William 
and  Augustus. 

The  late  William  Mahin,  father  of  Augustus  E.  Mahin,  was  born 
in  Indiana,  January  27,  1840,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  White  and 
Tippecanoe  counties  with  the  exception  of  the  three  years  of  his  career 
as  a soldier.  When  about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  employed  by 
a neighbor  in  breaking  sod,  driving  six  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  plow.  Soon 
after  reaching  manhood  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  G of  the  Sixty- 
third  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  with  that  regiment  in  its  various  cam- 
paigns and  marches,  including  Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea,  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  noted  for  his 
noble  character  and  his  fine  example  as  a Christian.  Early  in  life  he 
became  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  three  of 
his  brothers  were  also  preachers  in  that  denomination.  He  had  charge 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Monon  when  his  son  Augustus  was  born. 
His  last  charge  was  at  Oxford,  and  while  there  his  health  broke  down. 
In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  a gardener  at  Brookston  and  Battle- 
ground- In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  prohibitionist.  After  a lingering 
illness  he  died  at  his  home  at  Battleground  November  20,  1911,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Battleground  Cemetery. 

On  July  23,  1865,  William  Mahin  married  Miss  Virginia  Fleek,  who 
died  October  24,  1914.  She  was  born  in  Lafayette,  Indiana,  December 
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8,  1844,  a daughter  of  Conrad  and  Nancy  Fleek.  Her  father  was  a 
wagon  maker  at  Lafayette,  and  lost  his  life  there  while  fighting  a fire. 
Of  the  marriage  of  William  and  Virginia  Mahin  there  are  four  chil- 
dren : Olive  S.,  wife  of  Elmer  Skinner  of  Morocco;  Augustus  E. ; Es- 
tella  E.,  wife  of  William  Snyder  of  Long  Beach,  California ; and  Miss 
Lillian  Belle,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Lafayette. 

Augustus  Eddy  Mahin  was  born  at  Bradford,  at  what  is  now  the 
Village  of  Monon,  April  9,  1869.  He  received  a good  education,  largely 
of  a practical  character,  and  early  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter. 
About  two  years  after  his  marriage  he  moved  to  his  present  farm,  and 
since  then  has  always  been  a farmer  in  addition  to  his  other  activities. 
He  and  his  wife  own  a fine  place  of  240  acres  well  improved,  situated 
6i/2  miles  northwest  of  Brookston,  and  he  owns  some  town  property  in 
West  Lafayette.  He  was  superintendent  of  construction  of  the  William 
F.  Myers  ditch  which  passes  through  his  farm.  Mr.  Mahin  is  a repub- 
lican in  politics  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Badger  Grove.  He  is  affiliated  with  Anchor  Lodge  No.  263  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Brookston. 

November  22,  1894,  Mr.  Mahin  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Holwerda, 
daughter  of  Hine  G.  and  Isabelle  (Sayer)  Holwerda,  who  were  of 
Dutch  descent.  Mrs.  Mahin  is  a native  of  White  County.  Their  family 
of  four  children,  all  still  at  home,  are  named  Ralph  H.,  Iva  E.,  Agnes 
V.  and  C.  Vernon. 

Uriah  Patton,  one  of  ten  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Horine)  Patton,  of  Maryland,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
August  1,  1823,  and  died  in  Idaville,  Indiana,  November  6,  1902.  In 
1835  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  where  his 
mother  died  in  1838,  aged  forty -seven  years,  and  where  his  father  died 
in  1855,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Uriah  Patton  was  raised  a farmer 
in  Carroll  County,  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  in 
1844  entered  120  acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared,  developed  and  made 
his  home  and  which,  by  purchase,  he  later  increased  to  280  acres.  In 
his  old  age  he  located  in  Idaville,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  On 
January  3,  1847,  he  married  Miss  Susan  Nearhoof,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1825,  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  August 
24,  1907.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children.  In  1850,  he,  with 
his  wife,  united  with  the  Church  of  God  and  five  years  later  was  chosen 
a minister  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  filled  that  position  in  his 
chosen  church.  Uriah  Patton  was  universally  respected,  his  life  was 
without  reproach  and  his  death  was  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 
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Delia  Van  Voorst.  In  the  old  cemetery  in  Monticello  is  a little  old- 
fashioned  tombstone,  on  which  is  carved  the  following  epitaph:  “In 

Memory  of  Delia  Van  Voorst,  wife  of  John  Van  Voorst,  who  was  born 
the  15th  day  of  April,  1789,  and  died  Sept,  the  15th,  1824,  Aged  35 
years  & 5 mo.”  At  the  time  of  her  death,  which  was  ten  years  prior 
to  the  organization  of  White  Conntv,  no  white  man  had  explored  this 
part  of  the  country.  The  presence  of  this  grave  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  she  died  and  was  buried  near  Maumee,  Ohio,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  nearly  fifty  years  her  remains  were  brought  here  to  be  placed 
by  the  side  of  her  husband.  Delia  Van  Voorst  was  the  great  grand- 
mother of  Bert  Van  Voorst,  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Monticello. 

David  Fisher,  an  old  and  respected  citizen  of  White  County  and 
son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Fraser)  Fisher,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  November  7,  1812,  and  died  in  Chalmers, 
June  23,  1904.  His  father  was  by  trade  a blacksmith  but  was  also  a 
farmer  and  died  in  1853.  Young  David  early  in  life  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  with  his  father  and  this  was  his  occupation  until  he  was 
forty-seven  years  old.  He  came  to  White  County  in  the  spring  of  1836, 
and  entered  240  acres  of  land.  He  then  went  back  to  Pennsylvania  and 
in  1850  bought  a farm  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia,  on  which  he  lived 
three  years,  when  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  for  six  years  was 
engaged  in  mining,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  in  1859,  he  again  came  to 
White  County,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  On  July  30,  1839,  he 
was  married  to  Sarah  J.  Huston  of  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  who 
was  born  December  11,  1820,  and  who  died  in  White  County,  December 
24,  1900.  To  this  marriage  were  born  ten  children.  Two  sons  gave 
their  lives  to  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war  and  another  son,  Albert 
0.,  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  auditor  of  White  County.  David 
Fisher  was  a staunch  democrat,  a good  citizen  and  highly  esteemed 
by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Louisa  Virden,  a daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and  Mary  (Ferguson) 
Thompson,  composing  the  first  family  to  settle  in  White  County,  was 
born  August  6,  1825.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Harrison  County,  in 
what  is  now  West  Virginia,  and  her  mother  a native  of  Kentucky,  of 
English,  Irish  and  German  blood.  Her  father  was  the  first  white  man 
to  settle  in  what  later  became  White  County,  having  in  September, 
1829,  located  in  Big  Creek  Township  in  a log  cabin,  where  he  came 
with  his  wife  and  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  land  on  which  he  located  was  not  for  sale  and  he  was  what 
was  known  at  that  time  as  a “squatter,”  but  when  this  traet  of  land 
was  placed  on  the  market  he  purchased  it  at  the  land  office  in  Craw- 
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fordsville.  On  this  land  he  lived  until  1835,  when  he  sold  it  and  moved 
to  a farm  of  300  acres  in  the  same  township  and  at  the  same  time  he 
bought  another  large  farm  near  Reynolds.  Theirs  were  the  lives  of 
pioneers,  surrounded  by  Indians,  having  none  of  the  comforts  of  life 
and  but  few  of  the  necessaries,  they  built  their  homes,  lived  honest, 
frugal  lives  and  became  in  fact  our  early  and  honored  settlers.  About 
1860  he  moved  to  Reynolds,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  on  January 
18,  1875,  his  wife  following  him  in  death  December  9,  1877.  Both  these 
good  people  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Thompson  served  as  class  leader. 

Louisa  Virden  received  her  education  in  the  country  school  of  those 
times,  and  on  April  2,  1846,  was  married  to  Stratton  Yirden,  of  Pick- 
away County,  Ohio.  He  was  born  May  10,  1817,  was  a son  of  William 
and  Lydia  (Hopkins)  Virden,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio,  and 
had  come  to  what  was  later  White  County  in  1833.  Mr.  Virden  owned 
a farm  in  Tippecanoe  County;  there  they  took  up  their  abode  until 
1866,  when  they  sold  this  farm  and  came  to  Big  Creek  Township  and 
located  on  a farm  of  200  acres,  and  here  on  August  22,  1874,  he  was 
killed  by  a stroke  of  lightning  while  feeding  his  stock. 

Mrs.  Virden  was  always  an  enthusiastic  attendant  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Old  Settlers  and  delighted,  on  such  occasions,  to  recite 
the  incidents  connected  with  pioneer  life  and  hardships.  She  was  one 
of  those  sturdy  characters  whom  we  all  delight  to  honor  and  her  death, 
on  June  9,  1898,  left  a place  in  the  Old  Settlers’  Association  which  can 
not  be  filled. 

Thomas  S.  Hayes,  for  nearly  forty  years  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Brookston,  was  born  in  Kinderhook,  New  York,  in  1835. 
Ilis  parents,  Hiram  and  Mary  (Lee)  Hayes,  were  born  in  England  but 
were  brought  to  America  when  quite  young  and  both  died  in  Columbia 
County,  New  York.  Mr.  Hayes  passed  his  early  life  in  Canaan,  New 
York,  where  he  was  educated  and  later  married  Adelia  Stickle,  daugh- 
ter of  William  P.  Stickle,  and  in  1878  came  to  Brookston,  where  he  is 
still  living.  Soon  after  coming  to  Brookston  he  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  and  in  1892  he  was  nominated  by  the  republican  party  for  the 
office  of  county  auditor,  but  was  defeated  by  Morris  J.  Holtzman,  his 
democratic  opponent.  For  several  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  is  an  adherent  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  it  is  needless  to  say  is 
one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  Brookston. 

John  W.  Brannan,  a son  of  Adam  and  Rachel  Brannan,  was  born 
in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  November  2,  1841,  and  four  years  later  came 
with  his  parents  to  Monon  Township,  which  has  been  his  home  for 
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seventy  years.  Here  he  grew  into  manhood  and  in  1861  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  participated  in 
the  engagement  between  the  Monitor  and  Merrimac,  Second  Bull  Run, 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  was  in  the  first  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness and  was  not  discharged  until  July,  1864. 

Mr.  Brannan  was  twice  married,  first  on  October  26,  1865,  to  Louisa 
J.  Line,  a daughter  of  David  Line,  by  whom  he  had  three  children. 
She  died  December  27,  1872,  and  on  March  17,  1874,  he  married  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Dunlop,  the  widow  of  John  Dunlop,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  children.  As  a citizen,  soldier  and  man  Mr.  Brannan  has  a 
record  of  which  he  may  justly  feel  proud,  and  no  one  stands  in 
higher  repute  in  the  locality  in  which  he  lives. 

William  F.  Westfall.  A few  years  ago,  after  many  years  spent  in 
productive  farm  enterprise  in  Prairie  Township,  William  F.  Westfall 
laid  aside  some  of  the  heavier  cares  and  responsibilities  of  farm  manage- 
ment, and  being  able  to  take  life  somewhat  more  easily  moved  to  the 
Village  of  Brookston,  but  did  not  divorce  himself  entirely  from  the 
attractiveness  and  interests  of  his  former  occupation,  and  while  enjoying 
all  the  conveniences  of  life  in  the  town  his  home  is  just  on  the  edge  of 
the  village,  and  is  surrounded  by  a beautiful  little  estate  of  fifteen  acres, 
which  furnishes  him  ample  employment  and  also  most  of  the  means 
required  for  the  wholesome  comforts  of  his  home.  His  large  farm  of 
175  acres  in  Prairie  Township  is  now  operated  through  a renter. 

For  many  years  the  Westfall  family  and  their  connections  have  been 
well  known  in  the  rural  and  village  communities  of  White  County.  The 
name  Westfall  is  of  German  origin  and  was  originally  spelled  Westphal. 
They  are  people  of  sturdy  German  ancestors,  have  been  hard  workers, 
liberal  providers,  and  more  than  once  have  furnished  effective  service  to 
their  communities  and  country.  Mr.  Westfall’s  father  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war. 

Charles  N.  Westfall,  father  of  William  F.,  was  born  in  Germany, 
March  21,  1837,  and  had  a long  and  profitable  career  in  this  section  of 
Indiana,  and  before  his  death  had  accumulated  375  acres,  all  of  which 
represented  the  thrift  and  industry  of  a self-made  man.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  four  children  born  to  John  and  Christina  (Kruger)  West- 
fall.  John  Westfall  was  a soldier  in  the  German  army  during  the  coali- 
tion against  Napoleon  early  in  the  nineteenth  century.  He  followed 
farming  as  an  occupation,  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
died  in  the  old  country  in  1873.  Charles  N.  Westfall,  after  his  educa- 
tion in  German  schools  set  out  for  America  in  1853,  when  only  sixteen 
years  old.  For  a year  or  so  he  was  employed  at  different  occupations 
in  New  York  State,  and  in  1855  located  at  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  where 
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he  worked  one  year,  and  then  went  to  the  City  of  Chicago,  and  from 
there  to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  in  both  places  finding  employment  in  lumber 
yards.  Returning*  to  Michigan  City  in  1858,  he  spent  the  following  two 
years  as  a fisherman,  and  then  moved  to  Round  Grove  Township  in 
White  County.  He  was  at  that  time  still  in  the  flush  of  young  man- 
hood and  had  not  yet  acquired  sufficient  capital  to  engage  independently 
in  farming.  For  two  years  he  was  employed  on  farms  by  the  month, 
then  spent  a year  in  J asper  County  farming  on  the  shares,  and  next  came 
an  interruption  to  his  vocations  of  peace  when  he  responded  in  the  fall 
of  1861  to  the  call  of  patriotic  duty  and  enlisted  in  Company  K of  the 
Forty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  in  the  service  until  June,  1862, 
and  was  then  honorably  discharged  for  disability.  After  his  return  from 
the  army  he  spent  six  more  months  as  a farmer  in  Jasper  County,  then 
lived  for  three  years  in  Tippecanoe  County,  and  two  years  in  Benton 
County.  Charles  N.  Westfall  permanently  located  in  White  County  in 
the  spring  of  1866,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land  that  had  scarcely 
any  improvements  upon  it  in  Round  Grove  Township.  From  that  time 
forward  his  prosperity  visibly  increased  until  he  was  the  owner  of  240 
acres,  and  eventually  had  landed  possessions  still  greater.  In  the  spring 
of  1883  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  followed  that  for  a time. 

Not  long  after  his  army  experience  Charles  N.  Westfall  married  in 
1863  Alice  S.  Hickok,  a native  of  Ohio.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  died  in  that  faith  in  1873.  The  names 
of  her  six  children  were:  William  F. ; George  W. ; Edward  M. ; Annie 
May,  deceased ; Emma  A.,  wife  of  Henry  E.  Harmon ; and  Mary  Olive, 
deceased.  In  1874  Charles  N.  Westfall  married  Adelia  Vineyard,  who 
was  born  in  White  County.  By  this  marriage  there  were  five  children : 
John,  Elizabeth,  Henry  LeRoy,  Lewis  T.  and  Charles,  all  now  deceased 
excepting  Lewis  T.  and  Henry  L.  Lewis  T.  Westfall  was  born  in  Round 
Grove  Township,  November  25,  1887.  He  is  now  one  of  the  thrifty  young 
agriculturists  of  his  native  township,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  fine 
land,  and  he  also  owns  a touring  car.  He  married  Miss  Edith  Regina 
Schrader  on  May  7,  1907,  and  they  have  a son,  Paul  Charles,  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1911.  Mrs.  Lewis  Westfall  was  born  in  White  County,  January 
18,  1889,  a daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Alice  (Christopher)  Schrader,  who 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Mrs.  Westfall  and  her  brother,  Harry 
Schrader.  The  last  named  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana, 
February  20,  1891,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Round  Grove  Township, 
owning  twenty  acres  in  Prairie  Township.  Mrs.  Westfall  has  a farm  of 
twenty  acres  in  Prairie  Township,  adjoining  that  of  her  brother.  Mr. 
Lewis  Westfall  is  a Jacksonian  democrat.  Henry  LeRoy  Westfall  was 
born  in  Round  Grove  Township,  April  10,  1889,  and  now  resides  in 
Cadillac.  Michigan,  where  he  has  forty  acres  of  land,  and  also  owns 
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eighty  acres  in  Round  Grove  Township.  He  wedded  Miss  Rosa  War- 
wick. He  is  also  a democrat.  The  living  children  of  the  first  marriage 
of  Charles  N.  Westfall  are : William  F. ; Emma,  the  wife  of  Henry 

Harmon,  of  Brookston,  Indiana,  and  they  have  three  children,  Wilbur, 
Elmer  and  Bessie  • George  W.,  a farmer  of  Kingfisher,  Oklahoma,  mar- 
ried Miss  Eifie  Goble,  and  their  four  children  are  Irene,  Alta,  Clifford 
and  Harold ; and  Edward  M.,  a retired  farmer  living  at  Oklahoma  City. 
He  married  Miss  Jennie  Alkire,  and  they  have  two  children,  Goldie  and 
Ord.  The  senior  Westfall  was  a democrat  in  politics  and  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

After  this  brief  record  of  the  family  it  remains  to  note  briefly  the 
career  of  William  F.  Westfall.  He  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  dur- 
ing the  time  his  father  was  a farmer  there,  on  December  22,  1863,  but 
was  reared  and  has  spent  practically  every  day  of  his  life  since  early 
infancy  in  White  County.  His  education  came  from  the  public  schools, 
and  a short  time  before  his  twenty-first  birthday,  on  October  17,  1884, 
he  married  Miss  Eliza  M.  Hagen,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  Hagen 
and  Mrs.  Hagen  died  October,  1906.  The  Hagens  were  among  the 
early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Monon.  John  Hagen  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, January  1,  1830,  the  youngest  of  three  children  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Holtz)  Hagen.  John,  Sr.,  followed  the  occupation  of  sawyer 
in  the  old  country,  but  in  1859  followed  his  son  to  the  United  States  and 
lived  with  the  latter  until  his  death  on  April  16,  1860.  John  Hagen,  Jr., 
grew  up  and  was  trained  to  the  life  of  a farmer  in  the  old  country.  He 
lived  there  until  July,  1854,  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  brought 
his  wife  to  the  United  States.  Soon  afterward  they  became  identified 
with  the  little  community  known  as  New  Bradford,  now  the  City  of 
Monon  in  White  County,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Reynolds.  John 
Hagen  had  nothing  but  his  industry  to  commend  himself  to  the  attention 
of  the  world  and  as  a basis  for  prosperity.  The  first  two  years  of  his 
residence  in  White  County  he  was  a laborer  on  the  New  Albany  Rail- 
road, and  his  effective  work  then  secured  him  promotion  to  foreman, 
and  in  that  capacity  he  remained  for  fifteen  years.  In  1870,  leaving 
railroad  work,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Honey  Creek 
Township,  and  subsequently  added  to  it  forty  acres  more,  and  lived  the 
life  of  a prosperous  and  substantial  farmer  until  his  death  on  November 
11,  1900,  when  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  On  June  7,  1854,  he  mar- 
ried Sophia  Schrader,  and  they  made  the  journey  to  the  United  States 
practically  as  a wedding  tour.  She  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
and  the  two  now  living  are  Mrs.  Eliza  M.  Westfall  and  Emma  L.  The 
last  named  is  the  wife  of  Chas,  Buss,  living  near  Reynolds,  Indiana.  Mr. 
Hagen  was  a democrat  in  politics  and  he  and  his  wife  we^e  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westfall  had  only  one  son,  Edward  F.,  who  was  born 
January  17,  1888,  and  is  now  living  at  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  progressive  merchants  of  that  city.  He  married  Florence 
Westphal  of  that  city. 

When  Mr.  Westfall  embarked  in  farming  as  an  independent  enter- 
prise at  the  time  of  his  marriage  his  land  had  few  improvements.  Since 
then  practically  every  acre  has  been  brought  under  cultivation  and  after 
many  years  of  successful  cropping  he  found  himself  in  a condition  which 
justified  a relaxation  of  the  severe  toil  and  responsibilities  which  he  had 
previously  borne,  and  about  four  years  ago  he  moved  into  Brookston 
and  secured  the  little  place  of  fifteen  acres  at  the  edge  of  the  village. 
Mr.  Westfall  is  democratic  in  politics,  but  has  never  held  any  official 
position.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Brookston  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  members  of 
that  community. 

John  G.  Timmons,  one  of  the  best  known  men  who  ever  lived  in 
White  County,  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  in  1837,  being  one  of 
four  children  born  to  Sothey  K.  and  Twilla  Timmons,  natives  of  Dela- 
ware. His  father  moved  to  White  County  some  years  later,  locating  in 
Jackson  Township,  and  became  quite  prominent  in  business  and  poli- 
tics, serving  for  a time  as  county  commissioner.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years  and  his  grave  is  one  of  the  landmarks  in  the  Idaville 
Cemetery.  He  had  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  livestock  business 
and  in  this  business  John  G.  received  the  most  of  his  education.  On 
March  10,  1860,  he  married  Ruth  Price,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary 
(Hancock)  Price  of  White  County,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood,  and  the  other  seven  are  yet 
living.  They  are  Miranda  J.,  wife  of  Perry  Patton ; Nancy  E.,  wife  of 
William  H.  Sidenbender ; Sothey  K. ; Mary  U.,  wife  of  Albert  Godlove ; 
Cora  B.,  wife  of  James  Million,  all  of  White  County;  Harvey  E.,  now 
living  in  Chicago,  and  Rosell,  wife  of  Homer  Bowman,  of  Delphi,  In- 
diana. Mr.  Timmons  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  shipping  of 
livestock  at  Idaville,  near  which  he  owned  a large  farm,  but  about  1893 
he  moved  to  Rockfield,  in  Carroll  County,  where  he  was  in  business 
until  a few  years  ago,  but  at  present  has  retired  and  is  now  living  with 
his  children.  In  1876  his  wife  died,  and  on  March  4,  1877,  he  married 
Mrs.  Martha  McCully,  widow  of  John  M.  McCully,  a former  well-known 
citizen  of  Idaville. 

In  politics  Mr.  Timmons  is  an  ardent  democrat  and  has  served  as 
trustee  of  Jackson  township.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
from  the  district  composed  of  Benton  and  White  counties  and  in  1888 
and  1890  he  served  as  a member  of  that  body  from  the  counties  of 
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Pulaski  and  White.  Mr.  Timmons  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
welfare  of  Wdiite  County  and  is  known  as  one  of  our  most  public 
spirited  citizens. 

John  T.  Barnes.  Few  men  in  the  eastern  part  of  White  County 
were  better  known  than  John  T.  Barnes,  who  for  many  years  was  promi- 
nent in  the  business  affairs  of  that  section.  He  was  born  in  Clarke 
County,  Ohio,  November  29,  1828,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of  five  chil- 
dren born  to  David  and  Elizabeth  (Gedd)  Barnes,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  When  he  was  six  years  old  his  parents  moved 
to  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  and  nine  years  later  his  parents  died.  In 
1850,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Shaver,  born  in  East  Tennessee  in  1831, 
died  in  White  County,  August  6,  1903.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage,  but  two  of  whom,  Henry  M.  Barnes,  of  Idaville,  and  Mrs. 
Ada  M.  Callaway,  of  Cass  County,  survive.  In  1849,  Mr.  Barnes  pur- 
chased a forty-acre  farm  in  Jackson  Township,  but  in  1851  traded  this 
for  a farm  of  120  acres,,  and  about  this  time  moved  to  White  County 
and  opened  a general  store  in  Idaville,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until 
1864,  when  he  located  on  a farm  two  miles  north  of  Idaville,  but  a year 
later  he  engaged  in  business  in  Idaville  again  until  1868,  when  he 
traded  for  a 300-acre  farm  three  miles  northwest  of  Idaville,  but  in 
August,  1882,  he  again  entered  business  in  Idaville  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Hall,  Barnes  & Co.,  but  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death 
he  was  not  actively  engaged  in  any  business.  In  the  year  1878  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner  as  a republican,  an  office  which  he  filled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  party  and  the  public.  Mr.  Barnes  was  a pioneer 
of  Idaville,  in  which  he  claimed  to  have  erected  the  first  building.  He 
was  a man  highly  respected’  and  merited  the  esteem  of  the  public.  He 
died  in  Idaville,  January  23,  1905. 

Hannah  Moore  Burget  was  born  near  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  June  14, 
1826,  and  when  she  was  less  than  two  years  old  her  parents  moved  to 
Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  where  she  lived  until  married  to  Frederick 
Burget  on  September  2,  1847.  In  November,  1873,  she  came  with  her 
husband  and  family  to  Big  Creek  Township,  locating  on  a farm  about 
two  miles  east  of  Chalmers,  where  the  husband  died  October  30,  1896, 
when  the  family  moved  to  Chalmers,  where  Mrs.  Burget  died  November 
8,  1915,  in  her  ninetieth  year.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Silas,  who  died  in  infancy; 

William,  now  of  Monticello;  Morgan,  of  Chalmers;  and  Mrs.  Lura  Belle 
Stephan,  of  Rolla,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Burget  at  her  death  was  the  oldest 
resident  of  Chalmers,  a woman  of  splendid  character,  lofty  ideals  and 
highly  respected.  Some  fifty  years  prior  to  her  death  she  united  with  the 
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New  Dunkard  Church  at  Pious  Chapel,  about  sev£n  miles  northeast  of 
Monticello,  but  about  four  years  before  her  death  transferred  her  mem- 
bership to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Chalmers,  in  which  she 
was  a faithful  and  consistent  member  until  her  death. 

Jesse  L.  Watson  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  April  23, 
1806,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas  and  Robetta  (Moheman)  Watson.  At 
the  age  of  five  years  his  father  moved  to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  to  Jamestown,  where  he  con- 
ducted the  same  line.  Here  Jesse  remained,  assisting  his  father,  until 
he  married  Mary  Me  Cart,  February  7,  1828. 

On  October  30,  1829,  he  came  to  this  county  and  the  following  spring 
moved  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  one  child,  locating  on  land 
he  had  entered  in  this  county  between  Brookston  and  Chalmers,  known 
as  the  - John  P.  Carr  homestead.  In  1833  his  father  moved  to  Tippe- 
canoe County,  buying  what  was  known  as  the  Davis  Ferry,  four  miles 
northeast  of  Lafayette.  Here  Jesse  assisted  his  father  with  the  ferry 
four  years  and  then  went  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Charles  M., 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Battle  Ground.  In  1845  Jesse  returned  to 
this  county  and  bought  lots  in  New  Bradford  (now  Monon).  His  wife 
died  in  April,  1842,  and  in  June,  1844,  he  married  Sarah  Peck  of  Dear- 
born County,  Ohio,  who  died  in  1846,  leaving  one  child,  William  W. 
In  1848  he  married  Mary  Langdon  of  Dearborn  County,  Ohio,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children,  one  of  whom,  James  S.,  survives.  This  wife  died  in 
1855,  and  in  1857  he  married  Delinda  Dewace  of  Ohio.  The  same  year 
he  purchased  the  only  hotel  in  New  Bradford,  but  later  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  which  he  continued  until  1870,  when  he  traded  it 
for  a farm.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  prior  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  December  22,  1884,  he  had  held  the  offices  of 
justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster,  also  acting  as  notary.  When  Mr. 
Watson  first  came  to  the  county,  there  were  but  five  men  in  it  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest  settler  in  the  county.  There 
were  no  railroads  or  even  highways  in  those  days,  and  trails  afforded  the 
dim  outline  to  direct  the  travelers.  Indians  were  numerous  and  at 
times  threatening  and  disagreeable,  especially  when  inflamed  with 
liquor.  They  would  fight  desperately  among  themselves  when  intoxi- 
cated, not  infrequently  resulting  in  tragedy.  Mr.  Watson  at  one  time 
while  riding  horseback  from  Lafayette  after  dark,  came  across  the  dead 
body  of  an  Indian,  which  lay  across  the  trail  and  was  first  discovered 
when  the  horse  refused  to  go  forward  without  being  led.  Though  a 
pioneer,  Mr.  Watson  was  progressive  and  always  kept  abreast  of  the 
times.  He  was  an  ardent  republican  and  for  many  years  was  a con- 
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spicuous  figure  in  cbunty  conventions  as  chairman  of  the  delegations 
from  his  township.  Two  sons  survive,  William  W.,  of  Barea,  Florida, 
and  James  S.,  of  Monon.  The  latter  has  been  identified  with  the  mail 
service  many  years,  part  of  the  time  as  deputy  postmaster  under  his 
father,  and  as  rural  carrier  since  the  establishment  of  the  service  at 
Monon  fourteen  years  ago.  One  of  Jesse’s  sisters,  Mrs.  Eliza  Holmes, 
died  December  31,  1914.  Another,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Burnau,  died  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1909. 

Susan  Murray  Shackelford  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 24,  1834,  and  died  in  Monon,  Indiana,  September  30,  1914,  aged 
seventy-nine  years,  ten  months  and  six  days.  She  came  to  this  county 
when  a girl  and  was  married  to  John  McManis,  January  30,  1855.  To 
this  union  nine  children  were  born,  all  dying  in  infancy  but  one,  a 
daughter,  Jennie,  who  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  married  James  P.  Gwin, 
agent  of  the  Monon  Railroad  Company  and  ex-sheriff  of  White  County. 
She  died  July  17,  1881.  The  husband  of  Mrs.  McManis  died  January 
20,  1866,  and  in  1876  she  married  Jonathan  Kellogg,  who  died  in  1896. 
After  his  death  she  lived  alone  about  a year  and  then  for  several  years 
made  her  home  with  James  P.  Gwin  and  family,  later  returning  to  her 
own  home  and  still  later  having  her  sister,  Mrs.  Minerva  Chamberlain, 
with  her  until  her  death.  Mrs.  Kellogg  had  resided  in  the  township 
sixty  years  and  had  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
fifty  years.  She  was  a woman  of  many  commendable  virtues  and  was 
highly  esteemed  wherever  known.  She  was  known  familiarly  as  ‘'Aunt 
Susan”  far  and  near  until  latterly  it  was  changed  to  “Grandma.” 
During  her  active  life  she  was  a strong  factor  in  the  social  life  of  the 
community.  She  was  a helpless  invalid  for  six  years  prior  to  her  death, 
but  the  tender  regard  of  those  who  loved  her  went  far  toward  relieving 
the  bitterness  of  affliction.  When  the  end  came,  it  was  truthfully 
spoken,  “A  good  woman  has  passed  to  her  reward.” 

George  W.  Potter.  Born  in  the  township  of  his  present  residence 
and  near  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  and  cultivates,  and  which 
his  grandfather  took  up  in  a totally  wild  and  unbroken  condition  from 
the  Government  more  than  seventy-five  years  ago,  George  W.  Potter 
bears  an  unusual  relation  to  the  soil  in  this  locality  and  presents  in  his 
history  elements  of  unusual  interest.  He  represents  the  third  generation 
of  his  family  in  White  County.  Since  they  located  here  in  the  pioneer 
days  remarkable  transformations  have  come  about  in  the  material  as- 
pects and  actuality  of  the  country,  and  the  Potter  family  have  been 
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by  no  means  least  in  bringing  about  material  betterment  and  a general 
elevation  of  social  and  civic  life. 

George  W.  Potter  was  born  in  Prairie  Township,  White  County, 
September  21,  1851,  and  has  himself  lived  in  this  one  locality  nearly 
sixty-four  years.  His  parents  were  John  and  Margaret  (Hartman) 
Potter,  and  the  family  is  of  English  extraction.  John  Potter  was  born 
in  Indiana,  while  his  wife  was  a native  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio.  They  were 
married  in  Tippecanoe  County,  and  George  W.  is  their  only  son  and 
child.  John  Potter  was  born  February  18,  1825,  and  "was  brought  to 
White  County  about  1838,  the  Potters  locating  at  that  time  in  Prairie 
Township.  He  followed  the  career  of  farmer  and  stock  raiser  until  his 
death  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and  is  buried  in  the  Pierce  Cemetery  in 
Tippecanoe  County.  The  mother  was  born  February  18,  1834,  and  died 
December  6,  1871.  Also  buried  in  Pierce  Cemetery. 

George  AY.  Potter  was  educated  in  White  County  and  at  Battle- 
ground. At  the  age  of  thirteen  the  death  of  his  father  threw  him  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  from  that  time  forward  he  had  to  work  steadily 
and  unceasingly  in  order  to  pay  his  way  and  get  a start.  For  four 
years  he  was  employed  at  monthly  wages,  and  then  at  eighteen  took  up 
farming  for  himself  in  Prairie  Township.  Beginning  with  eighty  acres, 
he  now  has  180  acres  in  sections  28  and  27,  and  practically  every  acre  is 
under  cultivation  and  represents  a value  many  times  greater  than  it 
had  when  he  grew  his  first  crops  on  the  land.  He  is  the  owner  of  the 
old  Potter  homestead,  and  few  places  have  been  longer  in  one  family 
possession  than  that. 

On  January  1,  1873,  Mr.  Potter  married  Lucinda  C.  Russell,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Rachel  (Martin)  Russell.  The  Russell  family  came 
to  White  County  among  the  early  settlers,  and  John  Russell  in  1850 
secured  a contract  for  building  a portion  of  the  first  railway  line 
through  White  County.  John  Russell  died  November  20,  1893,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  August  9,  1895,  both  being  now  at  rest  in  Brookston. 
John  Russell  and  wife  were  both  born  in  the  year  1818  and  were  married 
March  14,  1838,  and  of  their  large  family  of  fourteen  children  six  are 
still  living.  John  Russell  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  career,  was  a democrat  in  politics,  and  a member  and 
deacon  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Potter  is  a native  of  White 
County,  born  February  23,  1852.  She  is  the  ninth  child  in  a family 
of  seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  three  of  whom  are  residents  of  White 
County,  one  lives  at  Battle  Ground,  Indiana,  and  two  at  Riverside,  Cali- 
fornia. Mrs.  Potter  received  her  education  in  the  county  schools.  She 
is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist  Church,  being  a member  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Society  and  Ladies’  Aid  Society. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  have  had  four  children:  Everett  B.,  Nola  I.,  Roy 
E.  and  one  that  died  unnamed.  Everett  B.  received  his  education  in  the 
county  schools  and  at  Brookston  High  School.  He  is  an  agriculturist  by 
vocation,  a democrat  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Masons  and  Knights 
of  Pythias.  Nola  I.  graduated  with  the  class  of  1895  from  the  Brookston 
High  School ; she  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  W.  Marlow,  who  was  one  of  the 
popular  engineers  of  the  Mon  on  Railroad.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Eliza  (Foster)  Marlow,  and  an  honest  and  upright  man  devoted  to  his 
home  and  a model  husband.  He  was  a Mason  and  was  buried  with  Masonic 
rites  at  Brookston.  He  was  also  a member  of  Lafayette  Lodge  No.  15, 
I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers 
and  Firemen.  Mrs.  Marlow  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
belongs  to  the  Pythian  Sisters,  Rebekahs,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
Roy  E.,  the  youngest  of  the  Potter  children,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  Brookston  High  School  and  also  took  a business  course 
in  Indianapolis.  He  is  a resident  of  Riverside,  California,  where  he  has 
been  bookkeeper  for  six  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masons  and  the 
Elks. 

As  a farmer  Mr.  Potter  concerns  himself  with  the  general  crops 
and  with  graded  live  stock.  He  is  as  well  known  and  popular  in  social 
and  civic  circles  as  he  is  successful  as  a farmer  and  business  man.  He 
is  a democrat,  and  has  long  been  active  in  the  Methodist  Church,  serving 
as  deacon,  trustee  and  steward.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
No.  66,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Brookston,  and  is  a also  a thirty-second  degree  Scot- 
tish Rite  Mason,  with  affiliations  with  the  Consistory  and  Shrine  at  In- 
dianapolis. He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  in  Brookston  and  also 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Mrs,  Potter  is  a member  of  Chapter  No. 
170  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Pythian  Sisters,  and  she  is  also  a member 
of  the  Rebekahs,  both  she  and  her  husband  being  charter  members  of 
these  orders.  Besides  their  pretty  town  residence  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter 
are  the  owners  of  a handsome  estate  southwest  of  Brookston  known  as 
the  “ Sycamore  Leaf-Grand  Prairie  Grain  Farm.” 

Donald  M.  Kelley,  M.  D.  The  scope  of  a physician’s  influence  is 
almost  unlimited,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  a long  established  and 
successful  doctor  one  of  a community’s  leaders  in  a business  and  civic 
way.  Such  is  the  position  which  Doctor  Kelley  has  enjoyed  at  Brookston 
for  many  years.  He  began  practice  there  nearly  thirty-five  years  ago, 
with  hardly  enough  money  to  pay  a month’s  office  rent.  He  has  handled 
a large  practice  with  special  ability  and  conscientious  care,  so  that  he  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  medical  men  of  White  County, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  been  one  of  the  progressive  factors  in  the  com- 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


951 


munity  at  Brookston,  owns  large  tracts  of  farming  land  and  has  iden- 
tified himself  with  every  movement  for  the  upbuilding  of  that  locality. 

Of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  Doctor  Kelley  was  born  in  Tompkins  County, 
New  York,  March  12,  1855,  a son  of  Dennis  and  Sarah  Kelley.  His 
father  is  still  living  in  his  eighty-seventh  year  in  Tompkins  County,  New 
York.  The  grandfather  was  John  Kelley,  an  ancestor  whose  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  army  has  conferred  distinction  upon  all  his  descend- 
ants. For  his  help  in  winning  independence  for  the  American  colonies 
he  was  given  a grant  of  160  acres  of  land  near  Locke,  New  York,  but  on 
investigation  never  located  the  warrant  since  the  land  seemed  prac- 
tically worthless. 

Doctor  Kelley  was  well  educated  during  his  youth,  attending  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  state  and  a preparatory  school  at  North 
Lansing,  New  York,  and  finally  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  where  he  was  graduated  M.  D.  in  1881.  In 
September  of  the  same  year  he  moved  to  Brookston,  Indiana,  and  has 
lived  in  that  one  community  ever  since.  When  he  arrived  he  had  a ten 
dollar  bill  in  his  pocket  and  it  required  a great  deal  of  determination 
and  self-confidence  in  order  to  pass  through  the  initial  stages  of  gaining 
a practice.  Since  then  he  has  become  one  of  the  very  successful  men, 
and  at  the  present  time  owns  over  1,000  acres  of  land,  practically  all 
of  it  in  Prairie  Township.  He  has  also  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  Brooks- 
ton. Doctor  Kelley  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Brookston  Canning 
Factory. 

Since  1886  he  has  been  a member  of  Anchor  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  at  Brookston  Anchor  Castle  Hall,  No.  289,  is  a member  of 
Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  123,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has  affiliations  with  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  Consistory  at  Indianapolis,  and  the  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine 
in  that  city.  He  is  a member  of  the  White  County  Medical  Society,  and 
stands  very  high  in  medical  circles.  In  politics  he  is  a republican,  but 
has  never  sought  any  political  honors. 

In  October,  1886,  Doctor  Kelley  married  Miss  Mina  Allen,  daughter 
of  John  and  Nancy  Allen,  who  were  early  settlers  in  White  County. 
She  died  in  April,  1891,  and  in  February,  1896,  he  married  Harriet  D. 
Finch.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Kelley  have  one  son,  Herbert,  a member  of 
the  eighth  grade  of  the  public  school. 

Ernest  C.  Kellenburger.  A family  with  a large  relationship  and 
with  a record  of  great  usefulness  in  Honey  Creek  Township  is  that  of 
Kellenburger,  which  was  established  in  White  County  about  half  a cen- 
tury ago.  Members  of  three  successive  generations  have  lived  here  dur- 
ing that  time.  Ernest  C.  Kellenburger  is  a representative  of  the  third 
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generation,  and  has  a substantial  farm  four  miles  north  and  a half  mile 
east  of  Reynolds. 

Luther  Kellenburger,  the  grandfather,  was  of  German  family,  and 
married  Margaret  Kellenburger.  They  lived  for  a time  near  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  and  a short  time  before  or  during  the  war  came  to  White  County. 
Luther  Kellenberger  was  a substantial  farmer,  a Methodist,  and  a demo- 
crat. He  and  his  wife  were  parents  of  ten  children. 

Abram  Kellenburger,  the  second  son,  was  born  near  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  May  7,  1844,  and  had  about  reached  manhood  when  he  came  with 
his  father  to  White  County.  He  was  married  on  May  9,  1864,  to  Mary 
Truax,  a daughter  of  William  and  Abigail  (Benn)  Truax,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  came  to  White  County,  locating  four  miles 
south  of  Monticello.  Abram  Kellenburger  and  wife  had  lour  children: 
Milton,  now  deceased ; George  A.,  of  Honey  Creek  Township,  who  by  his 
marriage  to  Anna  Miller  has  two  children,  Pearl  and  Ruth ; Joseph  F. ; 
and  Ernest  C.  Abram  Kellenburger  spent  his  life  as  a farmer  and  car- 
penter, and  though  a democrat  was  not  an  office  seeker.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Brethren,  better  known  as  Dunkards,  and  was  a reg- 
ular attendant  at  church  services  and  was  one  of  the  trustees.  He  got 
along  well  with  his  neighbors,  and  was  a thrifty  and  honorable  man.  He 
owned  about  forty  acres  of  land. 

Joseph  F.  Kellenburger  was  born  in  Union  Township  on  section  18, 
December  9,  1869.  On  January  28,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Flora  Yeatch, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  E.  (Dearinger)  Yeatch  of  Honey  Creek 
Township.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  Yeatch  is  an  Irish 
name,  though  with  an  admixture  of  German  stock.  Joseph  F.  Kellen- 
burger and  wife  have  two  children : Laura.  C.  and  Flossie  G.,  both  living 
at  home. 

Joseph  F.  Kellenburger  began  farming  on  his  own  responsibility  as 
soon  as  married,  spent  two  years  in  Preston  Township,  and  then  came  to 
his  present  place  in  Honey  Creek  Township.  He  has  taken  quite  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs  as  a democrat  and  for  five  years  was  super- 
visor of  his  township  and  was  also  elected  a member  of  the  township 
advisory  board.  He  has  frequently  been  a delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions. He  is  a trustee  and  deacon  in  the  Brethren  Church,  having 
filled  the  former  office  about  four  years,  and  having  acted  as  deacon  for 
six  years  or  more.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Reynolds  Bank  and  also 
in  the  Reynolds  Creamery,  and  lends  his  influence  to  everything  for 
local  improvement.  He  has.  a fine  farm  of  204  acres,  situated  six  miles 
northwest  of  Monticello  and  six  miles  northeast  of  Reynolds.  It  is  well 
improved  with  buildings  and  its  management  indicates  that  he  is  one 
of  the  leaders  in  agricultural  enterprise  in  his  section  of  White  County. 
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Ernest  C.  Kellenburger,  the  youngest  of  his  father’s  family,  is  a 
resident  on  the  old  Kellenburger  homestead,  which  has  been  in  the 
family  name  for  thirty-eight  years.  He  has  likewise  prospered  in  his 
efforts,  and  is  usually  found  where  progressive  and  public  spirited  men 
gather  together  to  consider  and  act  for  the  welfare  of  their  locality.  He 
is  a democrat,  and  has  been  a delegate  to  county  democratic  conventions. 

Ernest  C.  Kellenburger  was  married  June  4,  1902,  to  Miss  Viola 
Sickler,  daughter  of  0.  E.  and  Emma  Sickler,  who  have  lived  in  White 
County  for  the  past  forty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellenburger  have  one 
child,  Estelle  G. 

John  H.  Johnson.  Vigor  and  progressiveness  have  significantly 
marked  the  career  of  this  representative  business  man  of  the  fine  Vil- 
lage of  Brookston,  Avhere  he  has  maintained  his  residence  since  1896 
and  where  he  controls  a substantial  and  prosperous  enterprise  in  the 
handling  of  boots,  shoes  and  men’s  furnishing  goods,  his  well  appointed 
establishment  being  at  all  times  equipped  with  the  best  of  stock  and  the 
business  having  its  stable  basis  on  fair  and  honorable  dealings  and  effect- 
ive service.  Mr.  Johnson  is  essentially  a business  man  and  though  he 
takes  a loyal  interest  in  all  that  touches  the  well  being  of  the  community, 
he  has  had  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  political  activities  or  for 
the  tenure  of  public  office.  In  a general  way  he  has  proclivities  that 
measureably  cause  him  to  be  designated  a democrat  in  politics,  but  he 
prefers  to  be  known  as  one  independent  of  partisan  dictates  and  free  to 
support  measures  and  candidates  meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment. 

Mr.  Johnson  takes  loyal  satisfaction  in  claiming  the  fine  old  Hoosier 
State  as  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  he  is  a scion  of  old  and  sterling 
families  of  this  state.  He  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his  father 
in  Jefferson  Township,  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  on  the  26th  of  October, 
1859,  and  is  a son  of  James  Harvey  Johnson  and  Nancy  A.  (Davidson) 
Johnson,  both  likewise  natives  of  this  state,  the  Davidson  family  having 
been  founded  in  Carroll  County  in  the  pioneer  days.  James  Harvey 
Johnson  was  born  December  31,  1825,  and  his  wife  was  a few  years  his 
junior,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  11th  of  November,  1889,  and 
he  having  been  more  than  eighty  years  of  age  when  he  was  summoned  to' 
the  life  eternal,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1907,  the  remains  of  both  resting 
side  by  side  in  the  Pleasant  Run  Cemetery  in  Carroll  County,  where  Mr. 
Johnson  had  been  a prosperous  farmer,  though  too  generous  and  liberal 
to  accumulate  a fortune.  He  was  a man  who  “kept  himself  unspotted 
from  the  world,  ’ ’ his  course  was  guided  on  a high  plane  of  integrity  and 
honor  and  he  ever  commanded  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  his  fel- 
low men,  both  he  and  his  wife  having  been  most  zealous  members  of 
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branch  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  commonly  referred  to  as  Seceders. 
Of  the  eight  children  the  eldest  is  Mary  A.,  who  maintains  her  home 
at  Washington,  Iowa;  Robert  P.,  whose  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Love,  is  a representative  farmer  in  the  old  home  township  in  Car- 
roll  County;  Margaret  H.  remained  unmarried  till  her  death;  James  C. 
is  deceased;  Joseph  M.,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  Marvin,  resides  in  the 
historic-  old  City  of  Vincennes,  Indiana;  John  H.,  of  this  review,  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Russell  L.  married  Miss  Edith  Reed  and 
they  reside  in  the  City  of  Omaha,  Nebraska  ; and  Nancy  J.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Hiram  Rice,  is  deceased. 

John  H.  Johnson  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  farm  and 
is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  for  his  early  educa- 
tion. As  a youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  jeweler,  at  Delphi,  the  judicial 
center  of  his  home  county,  and  later  he  gained  excellent  experience 
through  his  service  first  in  a drug  store  and  later  in  clothing  and  shoe 
stores.  He  continued  his  residence  in  Carroll  County  until  1896,  when 
he  came  to  White  County  and  established  his  permanent  home  at  Brooks- 
ton.  Here  he  purchased  the  retail  shoe  and  men’s  furnishing  store  and 
business  of  Isaac  Dryfus,  and  through  his  progressive  policies  he  has 
greatly  augmented  the  scope  of  the  enterprise,  with  the  result  that  he 
has  secure  vantage-ground  as  one  of  the  representative  merchants  of  this 
part  of  the  county,  with  a large  and  appreciative  patronage.  Further 
evidence  of  the  success  of  Mr.  Johnson  is  indicated  by  his  being  a stock- 
holder in  the  State  Savings  & Trust  Company  of  Indianapolis,  this  being 
one  of  the  solid  and  ably  managed  financial  institutions  of  Indiana’s  fair 
capital  city.  Mr.  Johnson  gives  punctilious  attention  to  the  management 
of  his  business,  finds  his  chief  solace  and  pleasure  in  the  associations  of 
his  ideal  home  and  has  identified  himself  with  no  fraternal  organizations, 
both  he  and  his  wife  holding  membership  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Brookston. 

In  the  year  1899  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  Miss 
Leone  D.  Cartwright,  of  Delphi,  and  both  are  popular  factors  in  the 
representative  social  activities  of  their  home  village ; they  have  no 
children. 

George  Gay.  In  that  picturesque  and  fertile  section  of  White 
County  that  lies  in  Prairie  Township,  one  of  the  valuable  and  attractive 
farm  homes  is  that  of  George  Gay.  His  land  is  not  far  from  the  Valley 
of  the  Tippecanoe,  and  his  home  is  about  seven  miles  southeast  of  Brooks- 
ton and  seven  miles  west  of  Delphi.  Mr.  Gay  has  the  honor  of  represent  - 
ing one  of  White  County’s  very  earliest  families.  His  grandfather 
located  here  more  than  eighty  years  ago  when  all  the  region  north  and 
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west  of  the  Wabash  was  a veritable  wilderness,  and  only  some  twenty 
years  after  General  Harrison’s  army  had  broken  the  strength  of  the 
Indians  in  the  battle  at  Tippecanoe. 

His  ancestry  contains  several  interesting  characters.  His  great-grand- 
father Gay  was  born  in  England,  and  probably  came  to  the  American 
colonies  at  the  time  .of  the  French  and  Indian  war  since  he  served  as  a 
teamster  in  General  Braddock’s  ill-fated  army  which  was  defeated  in 
1754  during  its  campaign  against  the  French  and  Indians  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  This  ancestor  himself  escaped  the  calamity  which  befell 
so  many  of  the  English  and  Colonial  troops  and  lived  to  be  a hundred 
three  years  of  age,  dying  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  William  Gay, 
the  grandfather  of  George  Gay,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  came  to  Tippe- 
canoe County,  Indiana,  in  1831.  His  first  home  was  in  the  locality 
known  as  Shawnee  Mound,  but  in  1833  he  moved  to  a tract  of  raw 
land  in  Prairie  Township  of  White  County,  having  entered  that  land 
in  1832.  In  that  vicinity  he  acquired  about  800  acres  and  his  sons 
entered  240  acres  more,  a small  part  of  their  possessions  extending  over 
into  Carroll  County.  William  Gay  was  one  of  the  influential  men  of  his 
time,  though  he  lived  only  a few  years  after  coming  to  White  County. 
He  was  not  a man  of  rugged  physical  health  like  so  many  of  the  pioneers, 
and  had  a greater  courage  than  strength.  He  died  October  12,  1840, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Pretty  Prairie  Cemetery  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
Indiana.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Hayes,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
All  their  eight  children,  now  deceased,  were  named:  James,  Elizabeth 
Fewell,  William,  Nancy  Page,  Mary  Ann  Shigley,  John,  Isabella  Yerger 
and  Joseph. 

James  Gay  was  born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  in  1806,  and  had 
already  arrived  at  man’s  estate  and  was  able  to  bear  his  share  of  respon- 
sibilities connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  family  home  in  White 
County  during  the  early  ’30s.  He  died  October  3,  1876,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Pretty  Prairie  Cemetery.  All  his  life  was  spent  as  a farmer,  and 
in  politics  he  was  first  identified  with  the  whig  party  and  after,  1856 
was  a stanch  republican.  For  several  years  he  served  as  an  associate 
judge  in  White  County  under  the  old  system  of  judiciary.  He  was  a 
great  lover  of  home  and  his  family  and  friends,  and  while  he  belonged 
to  no  church  he  believed  that  a man  could  be  a Christian  out  of  church 
as  well  as  in,  and  was  straightforward  and'  upright  in  all  his  dealings 
and  would  never  permit  profanity.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned 
320  acres  of  land.  He  was  married  in  1851  to  Keziah  Martin,  a daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Martin  of  Prairie  Township.  Alexander 
Martin  was  a son  of  Simon  Martin,  who  came  to  America  as  one  of  the 
mercenary  Hessian  troops  hired  by  Great  Britain  to  fight  the  colonists 
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in  the  war  for  independence.  As  he  was  bound  by  no  special  ties  of 
loyalty  to  the  British,  he  became  so  impressed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
American  colonists  and  liked  the  country  so  well  that  he  left  the  dag 
under  which  he  was  fighting  and  became  a loyal  American,  spending 
the  rest  of  his  career  in  Virginia.  Both  Alexander  Martin  and  his  wife 
were  natives  of  the  latter  state.  The  three  children  of  James  Gay  and 
wife  were:  Elda,  who  died  in  infancy;  John,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1888, 

married  Eva  Shigley,  but  had  no  children ; and  George. 

Mr.  George  Gay,  whose  interesting  ancestry  has  thus  been  briefly 
outlined,  was  born  January  20,  1857,  in  section  32,  range  3 of  Prairie 
Township,  and  has  spent  all  his  life  in  that  one  community.  He  grew 
up  and  acquired  a common  school  education  and  adopted  farming  as 
his  vocation. 

Mr.  Gay  married  Docia  Sterrett,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Orlena 
Sterrett,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Tippecanoe  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gay  have  two  children,  both  living  at  home,  named  George,  Jr.,  and 
Flossie.  Though  an  active  republican  in  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Gay 
has  never  been  a politician  in  any  sense  and  has  no  regular  church 
membership.  He  takes  much  part  in  the  Masonic  order  and  is  affiliated 
with  Brookston  Lodge  No.  66,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  with  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  and  the  Knights  Templar  Commandery  at  Delphi.  He  also 
belongs  to  Anchor  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Brookston. 

Edgar  M.  Ferguson.  Such  a citizen  as  Edgar  M.  Ferguson  of 
Prairie  Township,  is  a credit  to  any  community.  Few  men  make  better 
use  of  their  opportunities.  About  thirty  years  ago  he  was  one  among 
a thousand,  distinguished  only  by  a willingness  to  work  hard  and  to 
get  his  advancement  on  merit.  He  has  since  earned  a prosperity  such 
as  few  men  in  the  county  possess,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  land  holders 
in  the  vicinity  of  Brookston.  His  personal  life  has  alike  been  above 
reproach,  and  his  principles  of  clean  living  and  his  high  standards  of 
moral  conduct  have  counted  for  a great  deal  in  his  community.  The 
people  of  his  home  township  could  not  have  made  a better  choice  in 
electing  him  to  the  position  of  township  trustee,  to  which  he  is  now 
giving  his  attention. 

His  grandfather  was  Thomas  Ferguson,  a son  of  William  Ferguson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Thomas  Ferguson  early 
in  life  settled  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  but  in  1854  came  to  White  County 
and  settled  in  Union  Township.  He  lived  in  this  county  until  his  death 
in  1866.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bunnell  Cemetery,  southeast 
of  Reynolds.  In  politics  he  was  identified  with  the  whig  party  until 
its  dissolution,  and  afterwards  was  a republican,  while  his  church  was 
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the  Methodist.  Thomas  Ferguson,  it  is  interesting  to  record,  married 
Dauphalia  Hood,  who  was  a sister  of  the  famous  General  Hood,  one  of 
the  conspicuous  leaders  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
The  eight  children  of  Thomas  Ferguson  and  wife  were:  Francis  R., 

father  of  Edgar  M. ; Mary;  Howell;  John;  Edgar  M./who  is  now  the 
only  survivor  of  this  generation  and  at  a good  old  age  is  living  quietly 
at  his  home  in  Monticello;  Edmond  M. ; Ellen;  and  Jane. 

Francis  R.  Ferguson  was  born  in  Illinois,  January  26,  1837,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  and  after  a long  and  active 
career  as  a farmer  died  in  White  County,  June  17,  1899,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Odd  Fellows  Cemetery  at  Brookston.  He  was  a republican  and 
a Methodist.  He  married  Mary  Dewberry,  daughter  of  Jesse  Dewberry 
of  Prairie  Township.  She  was  born  August  9,  1839,  and  died  September 
2,  1901. 

A son  of  these  parents,  Edgar  M.  Ferguson  was  born  April  20,  1862, 
in  the  Prairie  Church  neighborhood  of  Tippecanoe  Township,  Tippe- 
canoe County.  In  the  spring  of  1863  his  parents  removed  to  White 
County  and  located  just  west  of  Badger  Grove  in  Prairie  Township,  but 
six  years  later  went  over  into  Carroll  County,  where  Mr.  Ferguson  grew 
to  manhood  and  obtained  what  the  common  schools  had  to  offer  in  the 
way  of  education.  When  he  was  a young  man  of  about  twenty-three,  in 

1885,  the  road  of  destiny  led  him  to  the  home  of  John  Russell,  for  whom 
he  worked  as  a farm  hand  one  year.  During  this  time  his  acquaintance 
with  Clara  E.  Russell,  a daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  Russell,  ripened 
into  an  affection  which  was  sealed  by  their  marriage  on  January  31, 

1886.  Mrs.  Ferguson’s  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  and 
prominent  people  of  White  County.  Her  brother,  John  M.  Russell, 
served  as  a commissioner  of  White  County  some  years  ago.  Chief 
among  the  blessings  which  have  come  to  them  during  their  thirty  years 
of  married  companionship  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  place  their  ten  chil- 
dren: Edgar  M.,  Jr.,  who  now  lives  in  Nez  Perce,  Idaho,  and  married 
Amice  White;  Francis  R. ; Clara  B. ; John  W.,  deceased;  Mary  R.,  secre- 
tary of  township  schools  in  institute  work ; Ida,  deceased ; Minnie  R. ; 
Charles  I. ; John  H. ; and  Alta.  All  the  younger  children  are  still  living 
at  home. 

Mr.  Ferguson,  as  already  indicated,  started  life  with  neither  influence 
nor  with  money  supplied  from  home,  and  has  never  inherited  a cent. 
He  is  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  520  acres  of  land,  which  in  improvements  and  general  acreage 
value  can  be  measured  with  the  best  to  be  found  in  White  County.  The 
year  before  his  marriage  was  spent  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Russell,  and 
he  then  started  to  farm  for  himself.  A year  later  he  invested  all  the 
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capital  lie  had  in  seventy  acres  in  Prairie  Township  near  Pine  Grove. 
Hard  work  combined  with  aspirations  for  success  have  kept  him  con- 
tinually prospering.  After  four  years  he  sold  his  seventy-acre  farm 
and  bought  190  acres  south  of  Brookston,  and  in  1896  bought  230  acres 
three  miles  easf  of  the  town,  and  he  now  lives  in  that  part  of  Prairie 
Township. 

As  a man  who  has  been  diligent  at  his  own  business  and  has  had  a 
wide  experience,  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community  and 
has  filled  several  local  offices  and  has  proved  a valuable  worker  in  any 
scheme  of  general  improvement.  In  politics  he  is  a republican,  and  for 
eight  years  held  the  office  of  township  supervisor.  In  1912  he  was  a 
candidate  for  county  commissioner  from  the  first  district.  In  January, 
1915,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  township  trustee.  For  four  years,  from 
1900  to  1904,  he  held  a commission  as  notary  public.  During  his  eight 
years  of  service  as  township  supervisor  he  built  and  turned  over  to  the 
county  about  eight  miles  of  gravel  road,  more  than  all  the  other  super- 
visors in  the  county  constructed  during  the  same  period.  He  took  the 
leading  part  in  petitioning  for  the  construction  of  the  Thompson  Road 
from  Brookston  toward  Badger.  About  thirteen  years  ago  Mr.  Fergu- 
son led  the  temperance  fight  in  Prairie  Township.  He  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for  10y2  years  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  In  his  fight  for  temperance 
and  moral  issues  in  his  locality,  he  is  himself  a worthy  exemplar  of  his 
principles.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Ferguson  has  never  drunk  even  a cup 
of  coffee,  has  never  chewed  nor  smoked  tobacco,  and  never  spent  a cent 
in  a saloon.  He  is  a man  of  clean  and  wholesome  personality,  positive 
in  his  convictions  yet  kindly  and  charitable  in  his  relations  with  others, 
and  is  the  type  of  citizen  best  deserving  the  honors  of  public  position. 

John  McCabe.  Those  individuals  who  have  given  of  their  energy, 
skill,  ambitious  vigor  and  enthusiasm  in  the  building  up  of  a community 
are  benefactors  of  humanity,  and  their  names  cannot  be  held  in  too  high 
esteem.  The  qualities  of  such  citizenship  have  been  possessed  in  an 
eminent  degree  by  members  of  the  McCabe  family,  who  have  lived  in 
White  County  for  more  than  forty  years.  Mr.  John  McCabe  is  one  of 
the  successful  business  men,  farmers,  and  public  spirited  citizens  in  the 
Chalmers  community.  It  is  a fact  of  historical  interest  that  when  the 
McCabes  first  came  to  White  County  they  bought  240  acres,  now  in- 
cluded in  the  site  occupied  by  the  Village  of  West  Chalmers. 

The  McCabe  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin.  Ezra  McCabe,  father 
of  John  McCabe,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  married  Adelia  Dillon,  a sister 
of  John  Dillon  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  McCabe  died  at  Momence,  Illinois,  and 
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was  buried  in  Spring  Creek  Cemetery  in  White  County.  She  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Ohio,  and  was  almost  ninety  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  Of  their  ten  children  John  was  the  fifth,  and  all  the 
others  are  now  deceased  except  his  brother  Theodore,  who  lives  in 
Tippecanoe  County.  Ezra  McCabe  died  March  14,  1888,  after  a long 
and  honored  career  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  spent  his  life  as  a 
farmer,  and  did  well  by  himself  and  his  neighbors. 

John  McCabe  was  born  near  Adelphi,  Ohio,  January  20,  1843,  and 
came  to  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  with  his  father  about  1852.  He 
grew  to  manhood  there,  and  for  fully  half  a century  has  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  in  the  buying  and  shipping  of  live  stock.  He  early 
manifested  that  quality  of  patriotism  which  was  willing  to  sacrifice  all 
for  the  advantage  of  a united  country,  and  in  February,  1865,  enlisted 
in  Company  A of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  remained  in  the  service  during  the  closing  months  of  the 
great  rebellion,  and  was  given  his  honorable  discharge  in  August,  1865. 
Since  1874  his  home  has  been  in  White  County,  at  which  time  he  located 
in  Big  Creek  Township.  He  has  developed  a large  business  as  a stock 
buyer  and  has  also  at  different  times  cultivated  a large  amount  of 
White  County  land.  Mr.  McCabe  now  owns  forty  acres  of  valuable 
farming  land  three  miles  northeast  of  Brookston,  and  has  some  town 
property  in  the  latter  village.  His  activity  in  public  affairs  has  been 
particularly  identified  with  the  prohibition  movement  and  party.  In 
1914  his  name  appeared  on  the  county  ticket  as  prohibition  candidate 
for  the  office  of  county  treasurer.  At  one  time  Mr.  McCabe  served  as 
marshal  at  Lowell,  Indiana.  He  and  a part  of  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  others  being  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

His  first  wife  was  Lydia  McLaughlin,  a daughter  of  John  McLaughlin 
of  Tippecanoe  County.  Of  the  two  children  of  this  union  Rebecca  died 
in  infancy  and  Sylvester  is  still  living  and  unmarried.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  Rebecca  Taylor  married  Mr.  McCabe.  Her  father  was 
Thomas  Taylor  of  White  County.  Both  the  children  of  this  union, 
Thomas  W.  and  Carl  L.,  are  now  deceased.  The  present  Mrs.  McCabe 
was  before  her  marriage  Mary  Ann  Alkire,  a daughter  of  Harness 
Alkire,  of  the  well  known  Alkire  family  that  were  identified  with  the 
early  settlement  of  White  County. 

Jeremiah  Redding.  Out  in  Prairie  Township  in  section  18,  on 
rural  route  No.  16  out  of  Brookston,  is  the  comfortable  country  home 
of  Jeremiah  Redding.  Mr.  Redding  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  in 
this  section  of  Indiana  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  has  been 
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continuously  engaged  in  farming  since  lie  was  twenty-three.  Everyone 
in  that  section  of  the  county  has  a sound  appreciation  of  his  ability,  his 
good  judgment,  and  his  solid  worth  as  an  asset  of  the  community  life, 
and  a further  visible  evidence  of  his  accomplishment  is  found  in  his 
farm  of  224  acres,  which  have  been  made  to  respond  to  his  efforts  of 
improvement  until  they  now  constitute  a place  with  hardly  a superior 
in  all  Prairie  Township. 

The  Redding  family  came  to  White  County  When  all  the  country 
was  new  and  their  work  must  be  reckoned  among  the  factors  which 
brought  about  so  many  marvelous  changes  in  the  landscape  during  the 
past  eighty  years.  Jeremiah  Redding  was  born  on  Big  Creek,  December 
28,  1847,  a son  of  Alexander  and  Rachel  (Holladay)  Redding.  His 
father,  who  was  a native  of  Maryland,  came  out  to  White  County  toward 
the  close  of  the  decade  of  the  ‘30s.  He  brought  little  with  him  except 
the  resources  and  possibilities  of  his  own  labors  and  willingly  endured  a 
great  deal  of  hardship  in  order  to  provide  for  the  future.  It  is  said 
that  when  he  and  his  wife  arrived  in  this  part  of  the  wilderness  they 
constructed  a rude  habitation  of  rails  which  could  hardly  be  described 
as  better  than  a pen.  From  that  point  they  gradually  prospered,  he 
farmed  and  raised  stock,  and  left  his  family  in  much  better  circum- 
stances than  those  in  which  he  himself  had  started  life.  His  death 
occurred  in  1861,  and  he  was  survived  by  his  widow  a great  many  years 
until  she  died  in  1897.  Both  are  buried  in  a cemetery  in  Carroll  County. 
Of  their  twelve  children,  only  two  are  now  living. 

Jeremiah  Redding  had  such  education  as  the  country  schools  sup- 
plied during  the  ’50s  and  early  ’60s.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
began  farming  and  has  been  at  it  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  about 
five  years.  He  has  kept  pace  with  the  improvements  and  advancements 
made  in  farm  enterprise  in  Indiana,  and  while  dividing  his  attention 
among  different  crops,  he  has  also  secured  a great  deal  of  revenue  from 
the  raising  and  marketing  of  graded  stock.  All  the  improvements  of 
the  farm  represent  his  individual  labors  and  management,  and  his  acres 
are  now  all  under  cultivation  with  the  exception  of  fourteen  acres  of 
timberland.  In  recent  years  he  has  surrendered  the  active  cares  of  farm 
management  and  his  sons  now  do  all  the  work. 

On  January  28,  1869,  in  early  manhood,  Mr.  Redding  married  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Martin,  a daughter  of  Mitchell  and  Abbie  Martin.  Their 
home  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  ten  children,  named  as  follows : 
Mitchell  A.,  John  C.,  Leroy  W.,  James  A.,  who  is  now  deceased,  Jarvis 
Earl,  Charles  Sherman,  Goldie  Leota,  Rosie  May,  also  deceased,  Sylvia 
May  and  Precious  Pearl. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Redding  has  been  a loyal  democrat, 
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and  while  interested  in  various  civic  movements  which  have  been  formu- 
lated in.  the  county,  he  has  never  sought  nor  desired  official  position. 
He  is  an  upright  and  vigorous  character  and  has  conformed  his  life  to 
the  principles  and  teachings  of  Christianity  and  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Spring  Creek. 

James  Harvey  Moore.  While  Prairie  Township  is  distinguished  for 
its  many  fine  farm  homesteads,  there  are  few  residents  of  that  township 
who  control  a greater  landed  acreage  and  have  been  better  prospered 
from  year  to  year  during  the  last  half  century  than  James  H.  Moore. 
Mr.  Moore’s  land  holdings  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  White  County, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  property  men  in  his  section  of 
Indiana.  His  large  and  attractive  rural  home  is  in  section  17  of  Prairie 
Township,  nine  miles  south  of  Monticello. 

Fully  eighty  years  have  passed  since  James  II.  Moore  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  Henry  County,  Indiana,  on  January  7,  1835.  While  he 
still  attends  to  a routine  of  duties  and  goes  about  with  firm  step  and 
unclouded  mind,  he  has  long  been  in  a position  where  he  could  com- 
mand his  own  time  and  take  leisure  as  he  needed  it.  He  was  the  second 
son  in  the  family  of  Philip  and  Julia  A.  (Wilson)  Moore.  His  grand- 
father, William  Moore,  a native  of  Tennessee,  tnarried  Catherine  Cotener, 
and  lived  for  some  years  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  finally  became 
one  of  the  very  early  pioneer  settlers  in  Henry  County,  Indiana.  He 
was  one  of  the  young  western  men  who  participated  as  soldiers  in  the 
second  war  with  Great  Britain  from  1812  to  1815. 

In  Eastern  Indiana  James  H.  Moore  grew  to  maturity,  received  such 
education  as  the  schools  of  that  time  offered,  and  was  already  a vigorous, 
prospering  and  progressive  young  man  when  he  married  on  December  22, 
1861,  Emily  L.  Lamb.  Mrs.  Moore  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana, 
where  her  father,  Thomas  Lamb,  was  a farmer.  For  two  years  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Moore  lived  on  rented  land,  and  it  was  in  that  way  that 
he  got  his  start  in  the  world.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Howard 
County,  Indiana,  but  after  farming  there  a year  came  to  his  present 
location  in  Prairie  Township  of  White  County  in  1865.  In  partnership 
with  his  brother  Miles  M.  Moore  he  bought  265  acres  there,  and  under 
their  joint  proprietorship  they  subsequently  increased  their  holdings  to 
365  acres.  In  1874  Mr.  Moore  bought  out  his  brother  ’s  interests,  and  as 
a result  of  selling  and  buying  his  present  land  holdings  in  White  County 
comprise  250  acres.  He  is  also  owner  of  190  acres  in  Carroll  County, 
and  has  a considerable  stake  in  the  lands  of  Western  Canada,  owning 
332  acres  forty  miles  south  of  Winnipeg  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  all 
of  which  is  under  cultivation.  Another  important  interest  which  Mr. 
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Moore  holds  and  which  has  been  the  means  of  contributing  to  the  in- 
dustrial activities  of  the  state  is  a block  of  stock  in  the  Indiana  Iron 
Rolling  Mill  Company  at  Newcastle,  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  several  years  ago  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  their  wedding,  and  there  are  few  couples  in  White  County  who 
have  traveled  together  the  road  of  life  for  a longer  time.  Both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren. Mary  L.  married  Wilson  B.  Lucas  of  Battleground,  and  they  live 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore.  Hattie  E.  is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Mouch,  who  is 
now  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Indiana  Iron  Rolling  Mill 
Company  at  Newcastle  and  also  president  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  at 
Newcastle.  He  is  at  the  present  time  erecting  a $28,000  residence  at 
that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mouch  have  two  children  named  Lois  H.  and 
James  Edward.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
modern  country  residences  in  White  County.  It  is  equipped  with  all 
modern  improvements,  and  is  a large  and  spacious  mansion,  it  is  built 
like  an  English  Manor  House.  Fraternally  Mr.  Moore  is  an  honored 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  .Brookston,  Indiana. 

John  W.  Moody.  Out  of  the  struggles  and  adversities  of  youth 
John  W.  Moody,  now  living  comfortably  retired  at  Brookston,  has  con- 
trived a liberal  prosperity,  and  has  made  his  career  one  of  the  most 
active  and  useful  in  the  farming  community  of  Prairie  Township  for 
many  years. 

It  was  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  that  John  W.  Moody  was  born,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1858.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Mary  (Fay)  Moody,  who 
spent  all  their  lives  in  Ohio.  Joseph  Moody  a few  years  after  the  birth 
of  his  son  John  responded  to  the  call  of  patriotism  and  went  away  to 
fight  for  the  Union,  and  lost  his  life  during  the  war.  The  Moodys  are 
of  a mingling  of  German  and  Irish  stock,  and  the  principal  ancestor 
came  to  the  United  States  many  years  ago.  John  W.  Moody  was  one  of 
two  children,  and  while  he  has  practically  no  recollections  of  his  father, 
lie  was  still  further  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  mother  when  only 
twelve  years  old.  When  most  boys  of  the  modern  generation  are  learn- 
ing their  first  lessons  in  the  public  schools,  John  W.  Moody  was  using 
his  strength  for  the  benefit  of  the  humble  home  in  which  he  was  reared 
and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  his  life  was  one  of  constant  struggle. 
Thus  his  success  has  been  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  and  few  men 
have  a more  creditable  record. 

Farming  has  been  his  lifelong  career.  In  1876  he  moved  to  Tippe- 
canoe County,  Indiana,  and  the  following  year  saw  his  advent  to  White 
County.  For  several  years  he  moved  about  the  county  in  the  capacity 
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of  a farm  laborer  and  his  services  were  much  in  demand,  since  he  was 
known  to  be  diligent,  reliable  and  had  the  ambition  which  made  him 
useful  both  to  himself  and  to  others.  For  several  years  he  was  employed 
by  the  month  by  Mr.  Gross  and  later  by  Samuel  Shaw.  About  1883  he 
had  advanced  far  enough  to  be  able  to  buy  forty  acres  in  Prairie  Town- 
ship. There  he  settled  to  the  work  of  making  a home  for  himself, 
effected  numerous  improvements,  and  as  more  capital  came  to  his  com- 
mand invested  in  other  lands  until  at  the  present  time  he  has  a splendid 
estate  of  160  acres  in  section  21,  besides  a comfortable  home  surrounded 
with  six  acres  of  land  in  the  Town  of  Brookston. 

Another  factor  in  his  success  was  his  capable  wife.  On  February 
23,  1881,  he  married  Margaret  Ellen  Stewart,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Ann  (Chilton)  Stewart.  The  Stewart  family  came  overland  from 
Kentucky  in  1844,  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Prairie  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Stewart  died  in  1875  and  his  wife  in  1908,  and  both  are  now 
at  rest  in  the  local  cemetery.  Mr.  Stewart  was  a democrat  in  politics, 
took  a general  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  he  never  held  any 
important  office. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moody  became  the  parents  of  two  daughters.  Lida  A., 
born  December  10,  1881,  is  well  known  in  educational  circles  and  is  now 
principal  of  the  high  school  at  Brookston.  The  second  daughter,  Lula 
Mary,  born  February  1,  1884,  is  the  wife  of  John  K.  Maxwell,  and  their 
one  son,  Glenn  Moody  Maxwell,  was  born  December  30,  1913.  Mrs. 
Maxwell  died  May  6,- 1913,  and  is  now  at  rest  in  the  local  cemetery. 

Mr.  Moody  made  his  success  as  a farmer  by  raising  the  staple  crops 
and  graded  live  stock.  Eleven  years  ago  last  November  he  moved  into 
Brookston,  and  since  then  lias  given  only  nominal  supervision  to  his 
farm  out  in  Prairie  Township.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics  but  by  no 
means  a radical,  and  is  rather  inclined  to  independence  of  political  opin- 
ion. He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is  affiliated  with  the 
Blue  Lodge  of  Masons  at  Brookston.  He  has  performed  some  con- 
scientious and  efficient  public  service  to  his  community.  While  living 
in  the  country  he  served  ten  years  as  township  supervisor  and  for  two 
terms  has  been  a member  of  the  town  council  at  Brookston. 

Robert  Alkire.  Since  the  family  was  established  on  the  unbroken 
and  untamed  prairies  of  Prairie  Township,  a period  of  more  than  six 
decades  has  elapsed.  During  this  time  White  County  has  had  the  benefit 
of  the  sturdy  activities  and  the  rugged  character  of  various  members 
of  this  family.  One  of  the  sons  of  the  pioneer  settler  was  the  late  Robert 
Alkire,  whose  life  was  one  of  great  accomplishment  though  he  did  not 
reach  ripe  old  age.  He  sedulously  confined  his  attention  to  the  basic 
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industry  of  farming  and  stock  raising  and  lived  to  the  advantage  of  the 
community  and  to  all  around  him. 

The  pioneer  of  this  noted  family  in  White  County  was  Forgus  Alkire, 
who  was  born  February  13,  1813,  in  Ohio,  and  in  1837  came  to  Tippe- 
canoe County,  Indiana.  In  that  locality  the  following  year  he  married 
Rachel  Hayes,  who  had  also  been  born  in  Ohio.  His  career  was  launched 
in  this  section  of  Indiana  in  early  manhood  and  with  a very  modest 
capital.  For  a number  of  years  he  farmed  eighty  acres  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1854  removed  to  White  County,  where  he 
secured  direct  from  the  Government  three  tracts  of  eighty  acres  each. 
It  was  wild  land,  and  as  his  labors  subdued  and  brought  into  cultivation 
successive  tracts,  he  continued  buying  more  land,  and  at  one  time  was 
one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  Prairie  Township,  his  ownership  ex- 
tending to  about  2,000  acres.  He  pastured  large  herds  of  cattle  and 
other  live  stock  on  what  was  practically  an  open  range,  and  before  the 
railroads  penetrated  this  section  of  Indiana  he  annually  drove  from 
400  to  600  head  of  cattle  either  to  market  at  Philadelphia  or  to  Madison 
County,  Ohio.  His  operations  as  a stock  raiser  also  extended  on  a large 
scale  to  hogs  and  sheep.  He  possessed  extraordinary  vigor  and  judg- 
ment as  a business  man,  was  a high  type  of  the  pioneer  citizen,  and  his 
memory  deserves  to  last  long  in  that  community.  His  first  wife,  Rachel, 
died  in  September,  1871,  and  at  a later  date  he  married  Mrs.  Eliza  A. 
Hayes,  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  Griffith.  By  his  first  wife  there 
were  five  children : Mary  A.,  Cynthia  J.,  Isaac  R.,  Robert  H.,  and 

William  T. 

A brief  record  should  also  be  given  to  the  oldest  of  his  children, 
Isaac  R.  Alkire,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  May  2,  1839,  was  reared  in 
Tippecanoe  County,  and  was  still  a boy  when  the  family  removed  to 
White  County.  He  was  likewise  a farmer,  and  his  first  farm  comprised 
160  acres  in  Prairie  Township.  This  he  sold  and  bought  another  quarter 
section,  and  went  on  from  one  stage  of  prosperity  to  another  until  at 
one  time  he  owned  about  600  acres.  Following  the  example  of  his 
father,  he  also  raised  cattle  and  horses  extensively.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  1865  Isaac  R.  Alkire 
married  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ellen  Chilton,  who  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Chilton.  Her  father  died  in 
Tippecanoe  County.  By  this  union  there  Was  one  child,  Olla  M. 

Coming  now  to  the  record  of  the  second  son  of  Forgus  Alkire,  Robert 
was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  October  22,  1840.  His  early  training 
for  life  was  begun  in  the  public  schools  at  Battleground  and  with  the 
vigorous  discipline  of  the  home  farm,  and  on  his  fourteenth  birthday,  in 
1854,  the  family  removed  to  White  County.  There  he  came  to  manhood 
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and  at  the  age  of  twenty  started  out  for  himself,  and  thereafter  made 
his  years  useful  and  profitable  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  members  of  the  second  generation  of  the  family 
in  White  County,  and  had  accumulated  about  1,300  acres  of  land  at  one 
time  and  when  he  died  on  December  31,  1897,  the  nucleus  of  his  estate 
constituted  about  640  acres.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Brookston. 

On  January  1,  1863,  Robert  Alkire  married  Miss  Delilah  Graves,  a 
daughter  of  Johnson  and  Maria  (Kane)  Graves.  Mrs.  Alkire  is  still 
living  at  the  fine  old  homestead  near  Brookston  and  in  her  declining  years 
has  the  comfort  and  support  of  her  five  children,  whose  names  are : Ida 
May,  Joseph  Graham,  Asa  Heath,  Nellie  Delphin  and  Fannie  Glenn. 

The  late  Robert  Alkire  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order,  but 
had  no  church  membership.  He  was  a stanch  republican,  though  he 
never  sought  nor  held  public  office.  As  a matter  of  history  it  should 
be  recorded  that  the  Alkire  family  donated  land  for  the  Brookston 
Academy,  an  institution  which  furnished  educational  advantages  to 
hundreds  of  the  growing  youth  in  White  County.  Robert  Alkire  was 
one  of  the  trustees  when  the  academy  was  built.  Outside  of  farming 
and  stock  raising  he  formed  no  business  connections  but  was  greatly 
interested  and  a liberal  contributor  to  any  movement  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community.  His  home  was  on  section  34  in  Prairie  Township,  and 
every  item  of  improvement  in  that  location  is  the  direct  result  of  the 
enterprise  of  the  Alkire  family. 

Brief  mention  in  this  sketch  should  also  be  made  of  another  son  of 
Forgus  Alkire.  W.  T.  Alkire  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  February 
13,  1843,  and  was  eleven  years  old  when  he  came  to  White  County.  In 
this  county  he  married  Rebecca  J.  Ramey,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Nancy 
Ramey.  Following  his  marriage  he  located  on  a farm  in  section  28  of 
Prairie  Township  within  a half  mile  of  Brookston,  and  in  that  vicinity 
has  accumulated  about  600  acres  of  land.  He  is  one  of  the  large  and 
prosperous  farmers  and  stock  raisers,  with  a special  preference  for  the 
shorthorn  class  of  cattle,  and  not  only  raises  good  cattle  and  hogs  but 
also  deals  somewhat  extensively  in  live  stock.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  three  children : Reed  C.,  Edward  F.,  and  Catharine. 

James  McComb.  A life  of  quiet  effectiveness,  marked  by  a record  of 
many  deeds  well  done  and  many  responsibilities  faithfully  fulfilled,  was 
that  of  the  late  James  McComb,  who,  brought  to  White  County  when 
a child  in  the  early  ’50s,  deserves  to  be  remembered  among  early  settlers. 
In  the  round  of  everyday  duties  and  in  the  faithful  and  intelligent  per- 
formance of  every  task  that  was  allotted  to  him  during  his  life,  he  left 
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a record  which  may  well  be  admired  by  those  that  follow  him.  Mrs. 
Me  Comb  is  now  living  at  Brookston,  and  has  all  the  comforts  that  the 
diligence  and  enterprise  of  her  husband  supplied  during  his  lifetime, 
and  also  enjoys  the  esteem  which  was  paid  both  to  herself  and  to  her 
husband  while  he  was  living. 

The  McComb  family  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  James  McComb 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  March  15,  1850,  a son  of  Robert  and 
Maria  (Hare)  McComb,  who  within  a few  years  after  the  birth  of  their 
son  James  moved  out  of  Ohio  and  located  in  White  County,  settling  in 
Round  Grove  Township  near  Oxford.  Robert  McComb  was  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  and  he  and  his  wife  died  within  two  weeks  of. each 
other  and  are  buried  in  the  Oxford  Cemetery. 

The  late  James  McComb  got  such  education  as  served  for  his  equip- 
ment in  life  by  attendance  at  the  public  schools,  but  was  only  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  he  became  self-supporting.  His  active  career  was 
spent  largely  in  dealing  in  cattle  and  hogs,  and  he  possessed  what  may 
be  called  a genius  for  this  particular  vocation.  There  is  no  record  in 
which  a case  of  his  judgment  was  ever  seriously  at  fault,  and  guided  by 
this  almost  infallible  intelligence  he  had  complete  confidence  and  ability 
to  meet  every  issue  wihch  arose.  One  of  his  earliest  enterprises  which 
shows  his  self-reliance  was  the  taking  of  $1,800  of  his  own  money  to 
Chicago  to  invest  in  hogs,  which  he  then  brought  back  to  Indiana  and 
fed  and  fattened  until  they  were  fit  for  market.  His  scrupulous  integrity 
and  honesty  matched  his  business  ability,  and  he  enjoyed  the  high  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Mr.  McComb  was  first  married  to  Miss  Nettie  Brandon,  and  the  one 
child  of  this  union  was  a daughter,  Nellie  Dean,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Harry  W.  Hagerty,  a practical  agriculturist  of  Prairie  Township,  and 
they  reside  on  the  McComb  Estate.  They  are  the  parents  of  a son, 
James  Henry.  Mrs.  Hagerty  attended  school  in  Wabash  and  White 
counties,  also  the  Brookston  High  School,  and  received  musical  instruc- 
tion. She  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  of  the  Pythian 
Sisters.  Mr.  Hagerty  attended  both  the  public  schools  of  White  County 
and  the  Brookston  High  School.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity  at  Brookston. 

On  March  2,  1898,  Mr.  McComb  married  Elizabeth  Berry,  daughter 
of  Michael  and  Mary  (Murray)  Berry.  Her  parents  were  born  in 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  the  family  came  to  White  County  soon  after 
the  father’s  death  about  1860.  In  White  County  the  mother  married 
Moses  Wilson,  and  she  lived  in  Monon  Township  until  her  death  in 
1906,  and  is  now  at  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Monon.  Mrs.  McComb  was 
the  only  daughter  and  child  by  the  first  marriage. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  McComb  had  one  daughter,  Mildred  L.,  who  was  born 
December  17,  1899,  and  died  May  27,  1915,  at  the  entrance  to  a promis- 
ing young  womanhood.  The  following  excerpt  is  quoted  from  the  home 
newspaper  relative  to  her  death: 

“Miss  Mildred  McComb,  daughter  of  Mrs.  James  McComb  of  Brooks- 
ton,  Indiana,  died  at  2 o’clock  after  an  illness  of  several  months’  dura- 
tion. She  was  a patient  sufferer  and  her  death  is  attributed  to  pernicious 
anaemia.  She  was  born  near  Brookston  December  17,  1899,  and  all  her 
life  was  spent  in  White  County.  Mildred  possessed  a sunny  disposition 
and  was  loved  by  a large  circle  of  friends.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Brookston  and  was  an  affectionate  daughter.  Be- 
sides the  mother  she  leaves  one  half-sister,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Hagerty  of 
Brookston.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the  family  residence  in  Brookston.” 

She  is  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  ground  at  Brookston,  where 
the  remains  of  her  father  also  find  their  repose. 

Mr.  McComb  died  June  19,  1912.  In  politics  he  was  a radical  demo* 
crat  and  took  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  his  ambition  did 
not  extend  to  office  holding.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
with  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Physically 
he  was  a fine  specimen  of  manhood,  of  the  decided  blond  type,  stood 
six  feet  tall  and  weighed  about  180  pounds.  As  a result  of  his  business 
activities  he  acquired  the  ownership  of  about  160  acres  in  section  19  of 
Prairie  Township,  and  that  is  still  the  property  of  Mrs.  McComb.  In 
1906  he  removed  his  family  to  Brookston,  and  Mrs.  McComb  has  lived 
there  since  that  year. 

Jacob  D.  Moore.  In  the  person  of  Jacob  D.  Moore,  White  County 
has  a fine  representative  of  its  native-born  citizens,  one  who  by  his  en- 
terprise, progressiveness  and  marked  ability  is  materially  forwarding 
its  financial  welfare  in  several  ways.  At  the  present  time  he  is  the  owner 
of  130  acres  of  well-cultivated  land  in  Monon  Township,  in  which  vicin- 
ity he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  and  is  making  a decided  success  of  his 
operations  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  His  career  has  been  one  emi- 
nently useful  and  worthy,  and  his  neighbors  and  old  friends  will  unitedly 
bear  testimony  to  his  sterling  worth  and  valuable  services. 

Mr.  Moore  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Monon  Township,  White 
County,  Indiana,  March  29,  1862.  His  father,  John  D.  Moore,  was  a 
native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Paul,  and  with  his  wife  and  six 
children  moved  to  White  County,  Indiana,  in  the  year  1858,  locating  in 
Monon  Township,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Curtis  farm,  situated 
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about  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the  present  site  of  Monon.  There 
Mr.  Moore  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  being  engaged  exten- 
sively in  farming  and  the  raising  of  stock.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to 
him  and  his  wife,  eight  are  still  living.  Mr.  Moore  was  a man  unusually 
well  informed  on  the  public  questions  of  the  day  and  in  general  knowl- 
edge. He  was  a republican  in  politics,  but  while  he  was  a man  held  in 
high  regard  in  his  community  never  held  an  office  of  any  consequence. 
A devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  did  much  to 
help  build  the  first  church  of  that  denomination  at  Monon,  as  well  as  the 
chapel  located  about  three  miles  east  of  that  city.  Mr.  Moore  died  in  the 
fall  of  1894,  while  his  widow  survived  him  until  September  25,  1911. 
They  were  among  the  best  people  of  Monon  Township. 

The  next  to  the  youngest  of  his  parents’  children,  Jacob  D.  Moore 
has  always  made  his  home  in  Monon  Township.  Such  education  as  he 
acquired  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  township  and 
his  boyhood  was  passed  like  other  Indiana  farmers’  sons.  Mr.  Moore 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years,  at  which  time  he  entered  upon  an  independent  career,  the  first 
transaction  of  which  was  the  purchasing  of  a small  tract  of  land  which 
is  now  a part  of  his  present  farm.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time 
as  his  finances  would  permit,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  130  acres  of 
good  land,  all  fertile  and  in  a high  state  of  development.  While  diversi- 
fied farming  has  demanded  the  greater  part  of  his  attention,  Mr.  Moore 
has  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the  breeding  of  registered  Short  Horn 
eattle,  and  in  both  departments  has  met  with  well-deserved  success.  His 
property  boasts  a good  set  of  modern  buildings  and  improvements,  and  in 
every  way  shows  the  presence  of  thrift  and  good  management. 

Politically,  since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Moore  has  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  policies  of  the  republican  party,  in  the  interests  of  which 
he  has  been  a faithful  worker.  In  1906  he  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner of  White  County,  and  his  services  in  that  office  were  of  such  a sat- 
isfactory character  that  he  received  the  re-election  in  1910.  He  was  one 
of  the  promoters  and  organizers  of  the  State  Bank  of  Monon,  and  since 
its  inception  has  served  as  a member  of  its  board  of  directors. 

On  November  11,  1896,  Mr.  Moore  was  married  in  Greencastle,  In- 
diana, to  Miss  Daisy  Harvey,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Hendricks)  Harvey,  of  Putnam  County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Moore  was  born 
April  15,  1878,  and  is  the  seventh  in  a family  of  ten  children,  two  sons 
and  eight  daughters  and  nine  are  living,  all  residents  of  Indiana.  Mr. 
Harvey  is  a native  of  Kentucky  and  has  been  an  agriculturist.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  is  now  a resident  of  Putnam  County. 
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He  is  a democrat  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  Mrs.  Harvey  is  also  a native  of  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Moore  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  county,  and  she 
has  been  a faithful  wife  and  affectionate  mother  having  always'  been  her 
husband ’s  counselor  and  adviser  in  business  relations  and  has  nobly  done 
her  part  in  the  establishment  of  the  home  and  the  rearing  of  her  sons. 
Her  brother,  Thomas  Harvey,  has  been  a teacher  eighteen  years  in  Put- 
nam County,  having  received  his  education  in  the  Monon  High  School  and 
the  normal  school  of  Danville,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Moore’s  sister  Kate  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Russellville  public  school  and  her  husband,  Clemeth 
Malen,  is  the  superintendent  of  same  school,  and  he  is  also  an  attorney, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  Indiana  bar.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children : Paul  W.  who  grad- 
uated from  the  grammar  school  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and  is  now  in  his 
second  year  in  the  Monon  High  School;  and  Wade  H.  who  is  a member 
of  the  class  of  1916  in  the  public  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  both  have 
been  active,  and  in  the  congregation  of  which  they  have  numerous 
friends. 

James  K.  Sheets.  A life  of  unassuming  worth  and  admirable 
achievement  was  that  of  the  late  James  K.  Sheets,  who  was  a represen- 
tative of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of  Indiana  and  who  maintained  his 
home  in  White  County  from  1876  until  his  death,  which  was  of  tragic 
order,  as  he  was  killed  by  a falling  tree  on  his  homestead  farm,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1883.  He  not  only  stood  for  productive  usefulness  in 
the  practical  activities  of  a workaday  world  but  also  manifested  his 
abiding  patriotism  and  loyalty  by  serving  as  a valiant  soldier  of  the 
Union  in  the  Civil  war.  His  course  was  guided  and  governed  by  the 
highest  principles  of  integrity  and  his  name  is  held  in  lasting  honor  in 
White  County,  though  his  life  came  to  an  untimely  end  ere  he  had  com- 
pleted a decade  of  residence  in  the  county.  His  widow  and  two  younger 
sons  still  reside  on  the  fine  homestead  farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  Monon 
Township,  and  in  addition  to  this  place  the  sons  have  extended  their 
farming  operations  on  to  adjoining  land,  which  they  rent. 

Mr.  Sheets  was  a native  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
though  the  same  continued  an  integral  part  of  the  Old  Dominion  State 
of  Virginia  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  after  his  birth.  He  was 
born  in  one  of  the  Virginia  counties  now  included  in  West  Virginia,  on 
the  15th  of  October,  1837,  and  was  a son  of  Samuel  and  Katie  (Snyder) 
Sheets,  both  natives  of  one  of  the  European  countries,  probably  Ger- 
many, their  marriage  having  been  solemnized  in  their  native  land.  Upon 
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coming  to  America  they  established  their  residence  in  West  Virginia,  but 
in  the  ’40s  they  immigrated  thence  to  Indiana  and  became  pioneer  set- 
tlers in  Clinton  County,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Of  their  children  only  three  are  now  living, — John,  Andrew  and  Rebecca. 

James  K.  Sheets  was  reared  and  educated  in  Clinton  County,  this 
state,  where  he  early  became  familiar  with  the  conditions  and  influences 
of  the  pioneer  era  and  where  he  continued  to  be  identified  actively  with 
agricultural  pursuits  until  the  call  of  higher  duty  came  with  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war.  On  the  30th  of  August,  1862,  he  tendered  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  by  enlisting  as  a private  in  Company  K, 
Seventy-second  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  command  he 
continued  in  active  service  at  the  front  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  many  engagements,  including  a number  of  important 
battles,  and  made  an  excellent  record  as  a faithful  and  gallant  soldier. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  Mr.  Sheets,  as  a youthful  veteran 
of  a great  internecine  conflict,  returned  to  the  parental  home  in  Clinton 
County.  Shortly  afterward  was  there  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Burns,  whose  death  occurred  within  a brief  period  thereafter. 
On  the  24th  of  February,  1873,  Mr.  Sheets  wedded  Miss  Lisetta  Landis, 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  19,  1850,  and 
who  is  a daughter  of  Sam’l  and  Katie  (Felthuf)  Landis,  honored  pio- 
neers of  Clinton  County.  Mrs.  Sheets  still  survives  her  husband,  as 
previously  intimated  in  this  context,  and  concerning  their  children  the 
following  brief  data  are  incorporated: 

Rosa  K.,  who  was  born  December  15,  1873,  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  De- 
Vault;  Dora  Belle,  who  was  born  July  24,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  John 
DeVault;  Samuel  Hiram,  who  was  born  December  4,  1877,  and  the 
maiden  name  of  whose  wife  was  Edith  Said,  upheld  the  military  prestige 
of  the  family  name  by  his  service  as  a soldier  in  the  Spanish- American 
war,  for  which  he  enlisted,  at  Monticello,  this  county,  as  a member  of 
Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry; 
James  Harvey,  who  was  born  September  30,  1879,  and  Charles  Williams, 
who  was  born  September  25,  1881,  remain  with  their  widowed  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  and  are  numbered  among  the  progressive  agriculturists 
and  stockgrowers  of  their  native  county,  their  enterprising  spirit  having 
been  shown  in  their  renting  and  cultivating  tracts  of  land  adjacent  to 
the  homestead  place;  the  sixth  child  was, born  June  27,  1883,  and  died 
on  the  24th  of  the  following  September. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  continued  his  operations  as  a farmer  in 
Clinton  County  until  the  spring  of  1876,  when  he  came  with  his  family 
to  White  County  and  established  his  residence  on  the  farm  of  eighty 
acres  now  occupied  by  his  widow  and  two  younger  sons.  He  became  one 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


971 


of  the  substantial  agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  the  county  and  as 
a man  of  sterling  character  and  much  ability  he  was  influential  in  public 
affairs  in  his  home  community,  his  inviolable  place  in  popular  esteem 
having  been  shown  in  his  being  called  upon  to  serve  in  the  office  of  super- 
visor of  Monon  Township.  His  tragic  death  was  deeply  deplored  in 
the  community  but  his  name  and  memory  are  honored  by  all  who  knew 
him,  the  while  his  sons  have  effectively  continued  the  enterprising  labors 
which  he  instituted  and  as  loyal  and  steadfast  citizens  have  honored  the 
name  which  they  bear. 

Mr.  Sheets  was  inflexible  in  his  support  of  the  principles  for  which 
the  republican  party  has  ever  stood  sponsor  in  a basic  way  and  was  a 
consistent  and  zealous  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  had 
served  as  an  official  prior  to  his  removal  to  White  County,  his  widow 
likewise  being  an  earnest  member  of  this  religious  denomination  and 
being  a woman  whose  gracious  personality  has  endeared  her  to  those 
who  have  come  within  the  sphere  of  her  influence.  She  assumed  heavy 
responsibilities  upon  the  death  of  her  honored  husband,  and  the  loving 
care  she  gave  to  her  fatherless  children  finds  its  reward  in  the  deep  filial 
solicitude  which  they  accord  to  her. 

Christian  Horen.  Noteworthy  among  the  early  settlers  of  White 
County  was  the  late  Christian  Horen,  who  came  here  about  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  for  many  years  thereafter  was  one  of  the 
foremost  in  advancing  the  business  and  agricultural  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  town.  He  was  born,  June  24,  1822,  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland, 
about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  beautiful  Lakes  of  Killarney,  being  a 
son  of  Patrick  and  Nora  (Prindiville)  Horen,  life-long  residents  of  the 
Emerald  Isle. 

Brought  up  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  Christian  Horen  resolved 
as  a young  man  to  see  America,  which  was  looked  upon  by  many  as  the 
emigrant’s  El  Dorado,  and  to  make  it  his  future  home  if  he  found  that 
it  sustained  its  inviting  reputation.  Boarding  a sailing  vessel,  therefore, 
in  1849,  he  crossed  the  ocean,  landing  in  Boston,  where  he  spent  a year, 
from  there  going  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  a railroad  contractor  for  a time, 
working  on  the  Cincinnati  and  Marietta  line.  About  1853  he  came  to 
White  County,  Indiana,  and  during  the  ensuing  four  years  ran  a grocery 
store  at  Reynolds.  Mr.  Horen  then  bought  120  acres  of  land  in  section 
26,  and  while  improving  it  formed  a contract  with  Governor  Willard  to 
build  several  ditches  in  the  county.  He  acquired  considerable  property, 
becoming  owner  of  land  in  other  places,  including  120  acres  in  Sheldon, 
Illinois.  He  met  with  much  success  in  his  undertakings,  in  addition  to 
general  farming  being  interested  in  raising  graded  stock.  Mr.  Horen 
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earnestly  supported  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party  by  voice 
and  vote,  and  for  two  years  served  as  township  trustee.  A Roman  Cath- 
olic in  religion,  he  was  prominent  in  church  work,  helping  to  build  the 
one  he  attended,  and  having  the  distinction  of  bringing  to  White  County 
Father  Clarke,  the  first  priest  to  visit  this  part  of  the  state,  going  to 
Lafayette  to  secure  his  services. 

Mr.  Horen  married,  December  5,  1861,  Bridget  Dunphy,  daughter 
of  Walter  and  Mary  Dunphy,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland. 
Eight  children  blessed  their  marriage,  as  follows  : Patrick  F. ; John  C., 
deceased;  William;  Mary;  Jeremiah  L. ; Ella,  deceased;  Katherine,  who 
married  James  Higgins,  of  Wolcott,  and  died  in  early  womanhood,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Helen  C.,  born  January  15,  1913;  and  Margaret,  wife  of 
Anton  Altman,  of  Bemidji,  Minnesota.  Mr.  Horen  was  very  generous 
and  charitable,  and  noted  far  and  wide  for  his  hospitality,  in  his  home 
rendering  assistance  to  the  needy,  and  many  a weary  traveler.  His 
widow  survives  him,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Jerry. 

Born  September  13,  1871,  Jeremiah  L.  Horen  received  good  educa- 
tional advantages  as  a hoy,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  started  in  life 
for  himself,  going  to  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  at  the  mechanic’s  trade 
for  a number  of  years.  Returning  to  White  County  in  August,  1914,  he 
has  since  cared  for  his  mother,  who  has  been  a widow  for  more  than  a 
score  of  years,  Mr.  Horen  having  passed  to  the  life  beyond  on  September 
10,  1893. 

Henry  Clinton  Thompson.  The  present  township  trustee  of  Mo- 
non  Township,  Henry  C.  Thompson  is  one  of  the  successful  men  of 
White  County,  measured  both  by  what  he  has  accomplished  and  by  what 
obstacles  he  has  had  to  encounter  in  his  career.  He  started  out  as  a 
railroad  man,  but  an  accident  unfitted  him  for  further  service  in  that 
vocation,  and  he  then  turned  to  the  law  and  is  now  one  of  the  rising 
younger  members  of  the  White  County  bar. 

Henry  Clinton  Thompson  is  a native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  Pendle- 
ton County  August  9,  1879.  He  is  one  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
are  still  living,  born  to  Thomas  B.  and  Hannah  M.  (Wood)  Thompson, 
the  former  a native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1881  the 
family  removed  to  a farm  in  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  and  in  1884  came 
to  Monon,  where  the  parents  are  still  living. 

Henry  C.  Thompson  during  his  early  youth  lived  partly  on  a farm 
and  partly  in  town,  hut  came  to  manhood  in  Monon.  After  a public 
school  education,  he  was  for  about  eight  years  a farm  worker  and  then 
entered  the  train  service  of  the  Monon  Railway  Company.  Not  long 
afterwards  he  met  with  an  accident  which  caused  the  loss  of  his  right 
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arm.  This  injury  unfitted  him  for  any  continued  activity  either  on  the 
farm  or  in  railway  service,  and  with  undaunted  courage  and  after 
calmly  taking  stock  of  his  abilities  and  tendencies,  he  decided  to  under- 
take the  study  of  law.  He  continued  as  a law  student  about  four  years 
and  on  examination  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1911.  He  has  since 
been  regularly  established  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Monon. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  actively  identified  with 
public  affairs  in  his  section  of  White  County.  His  political  work  is 
done  as  a republican  and  he  cast  his  maiden  presidential  vote  for  Mc- 
Kinley. For  four  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  was  town 
clerk  and  treasurer  five  years,  and  resigned  that  office  in  order  to  take 
up  his  present  duties  as  township  trustee  of  Monon  Township,  an  office 
to  which  he  was  elected  in  1914.  He  is  now  giving  a careful  considera- 
tion to  the  school  and  other  matters  entrusted  to  him  in  an  official  capac- 
ity. Mr.  Thompson  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Monon,  Lodge  No.  524  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  Monon 
Tent  No.  78.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Miller,  daugh- 
ter of  Grandville  W.  and  Ann  E.  Miller.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
three  children : Henrietta  A.,  who  graduated  from  the  common  schools 
and  is  now  a junior  in  the  Monon  High  School  and  has  also  taken  musi- 
cal instructions;  Lyman  A.  is  a member  of  the  class  of  1916  of  the  public 
schools,  finishing  the  eighth  grade;  Fred  E.  is  in  the  sixth  grade  of  the 
public  schools. 

Mrs.  Thompson  is  a lady  who  holds  a high  place  in  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  her  many  friends  in  Monon  and  in  the  township.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  president  of  the  Ladies  Aid 
Society.  Her  home  and  her  children  are  her  pride. 

William  H.  Rinker.  Worthy  of  special  mention  in  a work  of  this 
character  is  the  late  William  H.  Rinker,  a life-long  farmer  of  White 
County,  who  was  born,  March  6,  1834,  in  Big  Creek  Township,  and  died, 
in  Reynolds,  October  24,  1894.  His  parents  came  to  Indiana  from  Vir- 
ginia in  the  early  730s,  locating  in  White  County.  Taking  up  a tract  of 
land  that  was  still  in  its  original  wildness,  they  improved  a homestead, 
and  here  spent  their  remaining  days,  he  dying  in  1869,  and  being  buried 
in  the  Bunnell  Cemetery,  where  her  body  was  also  laid  to  rest  at  her 
death. 

Educated  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  his  day,  William  H.  Rinker  ac- 
quired a good  knowledge  of  agriculture  while  assisting  his  father  in 
clearing  and  improving  a homestead.  Choosing  for  himself  the  independ- 
ent occupation  to  which  he  was  reared,  he  began  to  be  self-supporting  at 
an  early  age,  and  by  dint  of  persevering  industry  accumulated  consid- 


974 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


erable  property,  becoming  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  man- 
aged successfully  until  the  spring  of  1893.  Retiring  then  from  active 
pursuits,  he  removed  to  Reynolds,  where  he  spent  his  last  days  free  from 
business  cares.  He  was  a republican  in  politics,  and  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
He  married,  in  August,  1861,  Esther  Bunnell,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  Bunnell,  and  she  died  March  17,  1907.  Six  children  were 
born  of  their  marriage,  as  follows : Martin  L. ; Andrew ; Mathilda,  now 
Mrs.  Smith;  a child  that  died  young;  Nathan;  and  William  H. 

Martin  L.  Rinker,  son  of  William  H.  Rinker  was  born  November  13, 
1863,  at  Wheeler  Station,  in  the  old  log  cabin  that  stood  on  the  home 
farm.  Obtaining  his  elementary  education  in  the  district  schools,  he  com- 
pleted his  early  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Reynolds.  He  likewise 
acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture  while  working  with,  his 
father,  his  early  experiences  being  of  practical  benefit  to  him  in  after 
years.  Finding  farming  both  congenial  and  profitable,  Mr.  Rinker  has 
continued  in  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  bred,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  stock-raising  and  general  farming,  being  advantageously  located  in 
Honey  Creek  Township,  on  section  34,  township  27,  range  4,  west. 

Martin  L.  Rinker  married,  April  5,  1893,  Clara  L.  Rohner,  a daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Sophia  Rohner.  She  passed  to  the  life  beyond  Jan- 
uary 28, 1908,  her  body  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bunnell  Cemetery.  Four 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  namely:  Bernice  R.,  born  July  5, 
1894;  Flora  E.,  bom  December  26,  1895;  Ethel  M.,  born  January  24, 
1897;  and  Clara  L.,  who  was  born  December  21,  1898,  and  died  July 
31,  1900.  Politically  Mr.  Rinker  is  a stanch  republican,  and  for  ten 
years  was  road  supervisor,  at  the  present  writing,  in  1915,  being  county 
commissioner.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  454,  Knights  of 
Pythias.  His  daughters  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  L.  McDonald,  an  old  settler  of  Monon  Township,  who  died 
May  14,  1899,  was  of  Pennsylvania  nativity,  born  in  Juniata  County, 
December  28,  1821.  He  was  a farmer  by  vocation,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  state,  and  in  connection  therewith,  for  a few  years,  was 
engaged  in  canal  boating.  He  married  Rebecca  Foltz,  and  from  Juniata 
County,  he  and  his  family,  with  some  two  score  other  families  of  the  same 
locality  emigrated  to  the  West  in  1852,  coming  down  from  Toledo,  Ohio, 
on  the  Erie  Canal  and  disembarking  at  Delphi,  Indiana.  From  the  lat- 
ter point,  in  March,  1861,  Mr.  McDonald  came  with  his  family  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  and  bought  120  acres  of  land  in  Monon  Township  from 
Byron  Cowdrey,  at  $25  per  acre.  There  was  at  that  time  a frame  house 
on  the  property  and  this  was  then  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  between 
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Wolcott  and  Monon.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  passed  the  remain- 
der of  their  days,  cultivating  the  soil  and  improving  their  farm.  While 
Mr.  McDonald  was  a man  of  hut  ordinary  education,  he  was  possessed 
of  an  unusual  degree  of  practical  sound  sense,  and  through  his  good 
judgment,  foresight  and  acumen,  together  with  his  constant  industry, 
he  had  accumulated  240  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Perhaps 
his  most  marked  characteristic  was  his  sturdy  honesty  in  all  of  life’s 
transactions.  For  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship, but  he  was  in  no  sense  a politician  or  office  seeker,  although  always 
a sturdy  supporter  of  the  policies  of  the  democratic  party.  William  L. 
and  Rebecca  McDonald  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Anna; 

Amanda  J.,  who  married  James  Long  and  resides  at  Terre  Haute,  In- 
diana; John;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Phebus;  Martha,  who 
married  Amos  Rogers;  William  B.;  George  F.  and  Sarah. 

John  McDonald,  the  oldest  son  of  the  pioneer  William  L.  McDonald, 
was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  May  10,  1855.  He  was  brought 
to  White  County,  Indiana,  by  his  parents  as  a lad  of  six  years,  and  here 
has  continued  to  make  his  home  ever  since.  As  a boy  he  helped  in  the 
development  of  the  home  farm,  and  spent  much  of  his  time  in  herding 
cattle,  and  for  thirty -five  years,  during  the  winter  seasons,  he  devoted 
his  activities  to  the  buying  of  cattle  hides  and  game.  Of  late  his  atten- 
tion has  been  devoted  to  farming,  and  his  present  well-cultivated  property 
consists  of  240  acres.  Mr.  McDonald  was  married  April  9,  1890,  to  Miss 
Katie  C.  Tucker,  daughter  of  Wesley  and  Maria  (Lamb)  Tucker,  farm- 
ing people  of  Monon  Township.  The  Tuckers  originally  came  from 
France,  locating  first  in  Ohio,  going  thence  to  Illinois  and  finally  settling 
in  Indiana.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McDonald  there  have  been  born  four  children : Elmer,  who  died  in 
infancy;  John  Evert,  Amos  Perry  and  Clarence  Lee. 

William  B.  McDonald,  son  of  William  L.  and  Rebecca  McDonald,  was 
born  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  April  19,  1859.  As  a boy  his  time, 
after  he  had  reached  sufficient  years,  was  passed  in  grubbing,  making 
rails,  planting,  reaping  and  similar  work,  and  his  early  recollections  of 
his  boyhood  include  the  herding  of  cattle  on  the  open  prairie  when 
vast  tracts  were  open  to  pasturage.  As  a youth,  by  working  out  among 
the  neighboring  farmers,  he  earned  enough  money  to  purchase  a gun, 
and  when  this  was  secured  he  earned  the  leisure  to  devote  to  hunting  by 
working  far  into  the  night  on  other  days.  As  game  was  abundant  and 
his  skill  developed  rapidly,  he  killed  many  pheasant,  prairie  chicken, 
snipe,  quail  and  other  fowl  which  added  to  the  family  larder  and  gained 
him  pocket  money,  while  he  was  also  able  to  obtain  a good  price  for  the 
mink  and  muskrat  skins  which  he  secured.  Mr.  McDonald  was  married 
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January  12,  1897,  to  Miss  Ella  S.  Owens,  the  daughter  of  John  T,  and 
Clara  J.  (Woosley)  Owens,  at  that  time  farming  people  of  Jasper 
County,  Indiana,  but  now  residents  of  Monon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald 
have  one  daughter : Nellie  May.  The  mature  life  of  Mr.  McDonald  has 
been  passed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  at  this  time  he  is  the  owner 
of  160  acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  devoted  to  diversified  farming.  In 
political  matters  he  is  a democrat. 

John  T.  Owens,  father  of  Mrs.  William  B.  McDonald,  was  born  Maj^ 
28,  1848,  in  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  near  the  western  border  line  of 
Monon  Township,  of  White  County.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Bishop)  Owens.  Jacob  Owens  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Jas- 
per County,  Indiana,  and  passed  through  all  the  experiences  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  the  life  of  the  pioneer,  and  moved  from  this  state  to 
Kansas,  but  after  a few  years  returned  to  Indiana,  and  then  moved  to 
Oklahoma,  where  he  is  now  living  at  a very  advanced  age.  John  T. 
Owens,  who  until  his  retirement  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Indiana,  married  Clara  J.  Woosley,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  namely : Ella  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  B.  McDonald ; 
J ames  Albert ; Abram  Hoy ; Thomas  Ray ; Lillie  May,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Artie  Haskins;  Charles  C. ; and  Valera  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  Emmet 
Haskins. 

Albert  C.  Sluyter.  Actively  identified  with  the  development  and 
advancement  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  White  County,  Albert  C. 
Sluyter  is  a worthy  representative  of  those  courageous  pioneers  who  set- 
tled in  Liberty  Township  in  the  days  of  its  infancy,  and  subsequently 
spent  the  very  best  years  of  their  lives  in  redeeming  from  its  primitive 
wildness  a portion  of  this  beautiful  country.  A grandson  of  Jonathan 
W.  Sluyter,  the  pioneer  ancestor,  he  was  born,  September  1,  1878,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  on  which  the  birth  of  his  father,  the  late 
Abram  Sneathan  Sluyter,  occurred  on  November  24,  1842.  Of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  Jonathan  W.  Sluyter  was  born,  January  17,  1796.  In  1836 
he  came  with  his  bride  to  White  County  in  search  of  a permanent  loca- 
tion. Settling  in  Liberty  Township,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
section  15,  buying  it  from  Mercer  Brown,  who  entered  it  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  having  cleared  a part  of  it,  he  and  his  wife  there  spent  their 
remaining  days. 

Abram  Sneathan  Sluyter  was  brought  up  in  pioneer  days,  obtaining 
his  education  in  the  typical  log  schoolhouse,  and  during  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  assisted  in  redeeming  the  parental  homestead  from  its 
original  wildness.  He  continued  as  an  agriculturist  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  spending  one  year,  however,  as  a general  mer- 
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chant  in  Buffalo.  On  April  5,  1863,  he  married  Sarah  Emeline  Morral, 
who  was  likewise  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  to  them  four  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  Annette  May,  born  January  14,  1864,  died  in 

infancy;  William  S.,  born  March  21,  1865;  John  S.,  born  October  4, 
1869;  and  Albert  C.,  of  this  brief  sketch.  Neither  of  the  parents  are 
now  living,  the  death  of  the  father  having  occurred  January  9,  1913, 
and  that  of  the  mother  on  March  3,  1915.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Buf- 
falo Cemetery. 

Succeeding  to  the  free  and  independent  occupation  of  his  immediate 
ancestors,  Albert  C.  Sluyter  began  life  on  his  own  account  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority,  and  has  since  carried  on  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing under  most  favorable  conditions,  in  all  of  his  undertakings  meeting 
with  acknowledged  success. 

On  January  30,  1900,  Mr.  Sluyter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Cad- 
die E.  Freeman,  a daughter  of  William  and  Belle  (Reinhardt)  Freeman, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely : Arthur  M.,  born 
December  27,  1900 ; and  Wilbur  R.,  born  September  23,  1902.  Mr.  Sluy- 
ter is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Morgan  Craft.  The  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  business  man  and 
merchant  of  Monon  is  now  possessed  by  Morgan  Craft,  who  through  his 
store  has  given  a continuous  service  to  the  people  of  that  community 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  His  career  as  a merchant  began  outside 
the  county,  and  since  locating  at  Monon  he  has  witnessed  and  been  iden- 
tified with  practically  every  phase  of  improvement  and  development  in 
that  town. 

A native  of  Ohio,  Morgan  Craft  was  born  on  a farm  in  Knox  County 
October  21,  1848.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Lucinda  (Forshay) 
Craft,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  About 
1853  the  family  removed  to  Lake  County,  Indiana,  which  was  then 
almost  an  undeveloped  wilderness,  and  only  about  one  of  the  vast  net- 
work of  rail  lines  had  been  then  laid  across  its  boundaries.  Thomas 
Craft  as  an  early  settler  bought  a tract  of  land  about  four  miles  east 
of  Lowell,  and  directed  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  this  prop- 
erty and  providing  a living  for  himself  and  family.  Much  later,  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  removed  into  Lowell,  and  lived  retired  there 
until  his  death. 

Morgan  Craft  was  only  five  years  of  age  when  the  family  took  up 
their  residence  on  the  new  farm  in  Lake  County.  His  early  boyhood 
had  the  usual  associations  of  a farmer  boy  in  a new  country  and  the 
monotony  of  existence  was  varied  by  attendance  at  the  district  schools 
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and  a share  in  the  duties  of  the  home  place.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
farmer,  also  had  some  training  in  business,  and  a short  time  after  his 
marriage  engaged  in  the  furniture  trade  at  Lowell.  He  remained  at 
Lowell  until  September,  1884,  and  then  established  a store  at  Monon, 
and  has  been  the  vigorous  factor  behind  this  business  ever  since.  He 
has  seen  other  merchants  come  and  go,  and  no  other  dealer  in  the  town 
has  been  selling  goods  for  a longer  time  than  Mr.  Craft.  Successful 
himself,  he  has  helped  to  make  the  town  better  and  has  contributed 
whenever  possible  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Craft  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Monon.  On  April 
26,  1876,  while  living  in  Lake  County,  he  married  Barbara  Haan.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  two  children : Charles  and  Goldie.  Charles 
Craft  married  Mrs.  Eva  (Hazen)  Murray,  a daughter  of  Albert  and 
Melissa  (Ward)  Hazen,  of  Indianapolis.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had 
one  child,  Paul  Murray. 

George  Wolverton.  In  its  improvements  and  the  extent  of  lands 
one  of  the  finest  rural  homes  in  White  County  is  that  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  George  Wolverton  in  Big  Creek  Township.  The  Wolverton  fam- 
ily were  among  the  pioneers,  and  no  name  has  more  important  associations 
with  the  early  life  of  Big  Creek  Township  than  theirs. 

George  Wolverton  was  born  in  Big  Creek  Township  August  22,  1849, 
a son  of  Phillip  and  Margaret  (Barnhardt)  Wolverton.  Phillip  Wol- 
verton was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  November 
29,  1805,  of  German  and  English  descent.  He  began  life  as  a worker 
at  the  blacksmith  trade.  For  several  years  he  lived  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  and  while  there  married  Miss  Mary  Prigett.  After  her  death  he 
married  Mrs.  Barnhardt,  who  was  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Barnhardt 
and  the  mother  of  three  children  by  her  first  husband.  Phillip  and  Mar- 
garet Wolverton  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  George,  while  the 
other  was  Phillip,  Jr.,  who  was  born  January  30,  1852,  and  died  at  La- 
fayette, Indiana,  May  7,  1905,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years  three  months 
twenty-three  days.  Phillip  Wolverton,  Jr.,  married  Emma  Price,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Ellen  Price.  They  were  married  December  1,  1880, 
and  she  died  May  13,  1882.  Her  only  daughter,  Margaret  Ellen,  was 
born  October  27,  1881,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  uncle,  George 
Wolverton.  Phillip  Wolverton  was  a prosperous  farmer  and  horse  raiser, 
a democrat  in  politics,  and  a charter  member  of  Chalmers  Lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Carrie 
Cutler  on  June  18,  1885.  She  was  born  March  18,  1862,  and  died  March 
6,  1890.  The  three  children  of  the  second  marriage  of  Phillip  Wolverton 
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were:  Clara  Cutler,  born  May  16,  1886;  Pearl,  born  August  19,  1887, 
and  the  wife  of  Charles  Carroll;  and  Ethel  T.,  born  January  25,  1890. 

Phillip  Wolverton,  Sr.,  came  into  White  County  before  the  Indians 
had  been  dispossessed  of  this  their  happy  hunting  ground.  He  secured 
by  entry  from  the  Government  300  acres  of  land  in  Big  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  hired  a man  to  build  a cabin,  and  then  returned  to  Ohio.  In 
1834  he  brought  out  his  family,  making  the  journey  by  the  usual  pioneer 
means,  and  his  was  one  of  the  first  homes  established  in  the  county. 
Phillip  Wolverton,  Sr.,  had  one  master  passion,  and  that  was  the  acquisi- 
tion of  land.  Starting  life  a poor  boy,  whenever  he  secured  a few  extra 
dollars  he  invested  in  land,  and  eventually  acquired  nearly  all  the  land 
between  the  present  home  of  George  Wolverton  and  the  Town  of 
Chalmers.  His  first  entry  in  White  County  was  160  acres,  and  to  this 
he  added  from  time  to  time  until  his  estate  comprised  2,500  acres,  part 
of  which  he  deeded  to  his  children.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Order.  He  died  August  4,  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years  eight 
months  five  days.  His  second  wife,  who  was  born  August  4,  1817,  died 
October  5,  1876,  aged  fifty-nine  years  two  months  and  one  day. 

Mr.  George  Wolverton  married  on  December  22,  1874,  Nancy  Jane 
Reynolds,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lydia  (Gardner)  Reynolds.  She 
claims  that  her  brother,  Isaac  Reynolds,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  White  County.  Benjamin  Reynolds  was  a prominent  early  settler 
and  the  Town  of  Reynolds  was  laid  out  by  him  and  bears  his  name. 
He  became  an  early  hotel  keeper,  and  acquired  a large  amount  of  land 
in  the  township.  Benjamin  Reynolds  died  June  6,  1869,  aged  seventy 
years.  His  wife  was  born  in  North  Carolina  February  2.1,  1820.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wolverton  have  two  living  children,  while  two  are  deceased. 
Lillian,  who  was  born  November  2,  1875,  and  died  May  9,  1877 ; Ella, 
born  July  10,  1877,  married  Burdell  B.  Baker,  son  of  Charles  Baker, 
and  they  have  a son,  Burdell  W.  Baker,  born  March  17,  1901 ; Guy 
Reynolds  Wolverton  was  born  May  15,  1882,  and  lives  at  home  with  his 
father;  while  the  youngest  child,  born  March  20,  1884,  died  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  the  same  month. 

Mr.  George  Wolverton  has  lived  on  his  present  fine  estate  since  1874. 
He  put  up  the  farm  house  and  all  the  other  buildings,  and  together  they 
comprise  perhaps  as  attractive  and  valuable  a group  of  farm  improve- 
ments as  can  be  found  in  the  county.  His  farm  consists  of  477  acres,  and 
besides  this  he  has  deeded  a part  of  his  land  holdings  to  his  children.  Mr. 
Wolverton  has  always  been  a hard  working  citizen,  and  is  still  active 
in  affairs.  Stock  raising  is  his  main  forte  as  a farmer,  and  he  pays 
particular  attention  to  thoroughbred  shorthorn  cattle.  He  and  his  wife 
and  children  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  affiliated 
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with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  order,  and  in  politics  follows  the  lead  of  his 
father  and  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party. 

Wallace  W.  Nance.  One  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Big  Creek 
Township,  Wallace  W.  Nance  owns  a well  improved  farm  of  sixty  acres. 

Mr.  Nance  is  a native  of  White  County,  born  April  18,  1872,  a son 
of  Frank  M.  and  Sallie  (Kepley)  Nance.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Indiana.  Two  of  their  sons  died  in  early  childhood,  while  those  who 
grew  up  were:  Phoebe,  who  married  Nathan  Grace;  Wallace  W. ; Rich- 
ard, who  married  Lula  Williams  ; and  Louis,  who  married  Ethel  Thomas. 

Frank  M.  Nance  moved  to  White  County  in  1871,  and  after  living 
on  a rented  place  for  a short  time  moved  to  the  Waltz  farm,  and  lived 
there  for  twelve  years.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  his  own,  im- 
proved the  land  and  put  up  buildings,  and  is  now  owner  of  120  acres. 
His  wife  is  now  deceased. 

Wallace  W.  Nance  had  only  a common  school  education,  and  his  youth- 
ful years  were  spent  in  hard  work  rather  than  in  the  leisurely  employ- 
ment of  attending  school  or  in  the  usual  recreation  and  sports  of  modern 
boys.  In  1895  he  married  Stella  Hilman,  daughter  of  Henry  Hilman. 
Their  three  children  are  named  Margaret,  Fay  and  Irene.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Nance  removed  to  his  father’s  place,  lived  there  twelve 
years,  and  then  bought  his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres.  Practically  all 
the  improvements  are  the  result  of  his  own  labors  and  management, 
and  the  buildings  have  been  constructed  since  he  took  possession.  Mr. 
Nance  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a 
democrat.  His  father  is  also  a democrat  and  has  served  as  assessor 
and  supervisor  in  his  township. 

Uriah  S.  Hussey.  Notwithstanding  the  marvellous  and  ever  acceler- 
ating advance  in  other  lines  of  material  industry,  that  of  agriculture 
must  perforce  continue  as  the  stable  basis  of  national  prosperity  in  all 
lands,  and  White  County,  Indiana,  is  signally  favored  in  the  personnel 
of  those  who  are  so  ably  upholding  its  prestige  as  a center  of  progres- 
sive industry  and  enterprise  along  agricultural  and  stock-growing  lines. 
A well  known  and  highly  honored  representative  of  this  element  of 
citizenship  is  Uriah  Stillwell  Hussey,  who  is  a scion  of  one  of  the  old 
and  sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Hoosier  State,  which  has  represented 
his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth  and  in  which  he  has  marked  the 
passing  years  with  large  and  worthy  achievement,  so  that  now,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty  years,  he  finds  just  reward  for  his  past  endeav- 
ors in  the  peace  and  comfort  that  are  his  in  his  gracious  retirement 
from  the  labors  and  responsibilities  that  were  formerly  his.  He  still 
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resides  on  his  homestead  farm  of  eighty  acres,  in  section  12,  Monon 
Township,  and,  with  mental  and  physical  vigor  that  belies  his  years, 
he  finds  much  satisfaction  in  giving  a general  supervision  to  his  farm, 
the  while  he  rests  content  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  accorded  to  him 
by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Hussey  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Indiana,  on  the  17th  of 
December,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Rameth  and  Elizabeth  (Thornburg) 
Hussey,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Indiana  and  the  marriage 
of  whom  was  solemnized  at  Muncie,  the  judicial  center  of  Delaware 
County.  Both  the  Hussey  and  Thornburg  families  were  founded  in  this 
state  at  an  early  period  in  its  history  and  the  names  of  both  have  been 
closely  linked  with  the  civic  and  industrial  development  and  progress 
of  the  Hoosier  commonwealth,  the  Hussey  family  lineage  being  of  Scotch 
and  English  extraction.  He  whose  name  initiates  this  article  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  ten  children  and  is  the  eldest  of 
those  now  living:  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Elwood  0.  Ellis;  Arthur  is  a resi- 
dent of  Lafayette,  Tippecanoe  County ; and  all  of  the  others  have  passed 
forward  to  that  “undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler 
returns.  ’ ’ 

Rameth  Hussey  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  conditions  and 
influences  of  the  pioneer  era  in  Indiana  and  that  he  made  good  use  of 
the  advantages  afforded  in  the  schools  of  the  period  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  as  a young  man  he  proved  himself  eligible  for  pedagogic  honors 
and  became  a successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  a deep  student  and  became  a man  of  broad  intellectual  ken.  He 
finally  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
thereafter  devoted  himself  with  all  of  earnestness  and  consecrated  zeal 
to  service  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Divine  Master  and  to  the  aiding  and 
uplifting  of  his  fellowmen.  He  became  widely  known  throughout 
Northern  Indiana  and  held  the  reverent  affection  of  all  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  his  exalted  and  gentle  influence,  his  wife  having  been  his 
loved  coadjutor  in  his  work  and  having  been  a woman  whose  life  was  a 
veritable  benediction.  He  was  implacable  in  his  animosity  to  the  liquor 
traffic  and  it  is  a matter  of  historical  record  and  interest  that  this  noble 
pioneer  was  the  first  to  deliver  a temperance  lecture  in  Clinton  County. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party,  with  which 
he  united  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  but  he  had  naught  of  worldly 
aspiration  and  never  held  public  office.  He  died  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  his  widow  was  summoned 
to  eternal  rest  in  1887,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Fairmount,  Grant  County.  They  established  their  residence  in 
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White  County  in  1865,  but  later  removed  to  Jonesboro,  Grant  County, 
where  they  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives. 

To  the  public  schools  of  Clinton  County  Uriah  S.  Hussey  is  indebted 
for  his  early  educational  discipline  and  he  was  signally  favored  in  being 
reared  in  a home  of  distinctive  culture  and  high  ideals.  He  attended 
Oberlin  College  for  a short  time  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
he  initiated  his  independent  career.  For  a time  he  had  the  management 
of  a general  store  at  Newport,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  he  then  iden- 
tified himself  with  agricultural  pursuits,  with  which  he  has  continued 
his  association  during  the  long  intervening  years  and  through  the 
medium  of  which  he  has  attained  to  definite  prosperity.  He  purchased 
and  established  his  home  on  his  present  fine  farm  in  1887,  and  here  he 
has  made  excellent  improvements  of  a permanent  nature,  including  the 
erection  of  a substantial  brick  barn  of  most  modern  facilities  and  a com- 
fortable and  attractive  residence,  the  latter  being  known  for  its  gracious 
hospitality  and  pervading  atmosphere  of  peace  and  good  cheer.  The 
homestead  is  known  as  K ‘ Hickory  hurst  Farm”  and  is  one  of  the  valu- 
able rural  estates  of  White  County,  the  farm  being  given  over  to  diver- 
sified agriculture  and  the  raising  of  high-grade  live  stock.  In  partner- 
ship with  Thomas  A.  Kennard  Mr.  Hussey  established  a tile  and  brick 
factory  3%  miles  east  of  Monon,  and  the  enterprise  was  made  very  suc- 
cessful, Mr.  Hussey  having  continued  his  association  with  the  business 
until  1910. 

Though  he  has  had  no  desire  to  enter  the  turbulent  current  of  so  called 
practical  politics,  Mr.  Hussey  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the 
republican  party,  is  loyal  and  public-spirited  as  a citizen,  and  has  served 
as  a valued  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  Monon  Township. 

June  26,  1860,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hussey  to  Miss 
Emma  A.  Peck,  who  was  born  January  26,  1839,  in  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  is  a daughter  of  Gideon 
and  Deborah  (Kilgore)  Peck,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  came 
from  the  Buckeye  State  to  Indiana,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  both  having  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  to  the  faith  of  which  Mrs.  Hussey  adheres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hus- 
sey have  two  children : James  C.  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  White  County, 
and  S.  Alice,  who  resides  in  the  City  of  Monon,  this  county,  is  the  widow 
of  J ohn  Pogue  and  has  two  children : Hazel  Dot,  who  was  educated  in  the 
Monon  High  School  and  is  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Hughs,  a resident  of  Monon ; 
and  Emma  A.,  who  also  received  her  education  in  the  Monon  High 
School,  and  in  the  University  of  Valparaiso  and  is  now  the  librarian  of 
the  Carnegie  Library  at  Monon  Township.  June  26,  1910,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hussey  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  and  seventy-two  guests  were 
present  to  congratulate  the  dear  old  couple  on  this  memorable  day. 
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John  W.  Cowger.  Having  begun  life  for  himself  on  a log  rung  of 
the  ladder  of  attainments,  John  W.  Cowger,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Lib- 
erty Township,  by  close  application,  untiring  energy,  and  a wise  use  of 
his  faculties  and  opportunities,  has  steadily  trod  the  pathway  of  suc- 
cess, in  every  way  proving  himself  a worthy  and  useful  citizen.  A son 
of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  (Bott)  Cowger,  he  was  born  December  24,  1855, 
in  Monon  Township,  White  County. 

Brought  up  in  his  native  county,  Mr.  Cowger  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  West  Bedford.  As  long  as  his  mother 
lived,  he  remained  at  home,  rendering  her  every  assistance  possible, 
working  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  After  her  death,  he  went  to 
Buffalo,  and  there  entered  the  employ  of  Harvey  Claridge,  from  whom 
he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  Mr.  Cowger  subsequently  followed  his 
trade  successfully  for  thirty  consecutive  years,  having  an  extensive  pat- 
ronage. In  the  spring  of  1914,  desirous  of  a change  of  occupation,  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  Township,  and  is  devoting  his 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  being  a general  farmer 
and  stock  raiser. 

On  December  24,  1877,  the  twenty-second  anniversary  of  his  birth, 
Mr.  Cowger  married  Zilpha  Yount,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Caro- 
line Yount.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cowger,  two  of  whom,  Ida  and  Beatrice,  have  passed  to  the  life  beyond, 
the  only  child  now  living  being  Carrie,  wife  of  0.  C.  Hutchings.  Mr. 
Cowger  belongs  to  no  secret  societies,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Elisha  Warden.  The  son  of  a pioneer  of  White  County,  and  one 
of  the  very  few  survivors  of  its  early  settlers,  Elisha  Warden  is  a worthy 
representative  of  those  energetic,  courageous  men,  who  bravely  faced 
all  the  dangers,  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  frontier  life,  in  order  to 
pave  the  way  for  those  who  followed,  and  that  their  descendants  might 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  life  without  the  labor  and  toil  which  they,  them- 
selves, had  so  patiently  endured.  Having  been  a resident  of  this  part 
of  Indiana  for  nearly  four  score  years,  he  has  witnessed  wonderful 
changes  in  the  face  of  the  country,  and  in  this  grand  transformation 
has  taken  an  active  part,  spending  many  of  the  best  years  of  his  long 
and  useful  life  in  reclaiming  a portion  of  this  rich  and  fertile  land 
from  its  original  wildness.  He  was  born  October  12,  1836,  in  Delphi,. 
Carroll  County,  Indiana,  on  the  paternal  side  being  of  thrifty  New  Eng- 
land ancestry,  and  on  the  maternal  side  he  is  a grandson  of  the  French 
trader  Dubois,  for  whom  Dubois  County,  Indiana,  was  named. 

His  father,  Elisha  Warden,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  as  a young 
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man  migrated  to  Illinois,  which  was  then  under  territorial  government, 
and  there  married  Agnes  Dubois,  who  was  of  pure  French  descent.  Com- 
ing to  White  County  in  1836,  just  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  oc- 
curred in  Carroll  County,  Indiana,  he  located  at  Norway,  where  he  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  half-bushel  measures. 
A man  of  much  intelligence  and  ability,  he  was  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  twice  serving  as  sheriff  of  the  county.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  him  and  his  wife,  but  one  survives,  Elisha,  of  this  sketch. 

As  a boy  Elisha  Warden  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of  Monticello 
and  of  Liberty  Township,  acquiring  a good  education  for  his  times.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  desirous  of  having  a home  of  his  own,  he 
bought  land  in  White  County,  and  set  to  work  with  characteristic  energy 
and  industry  to  improve  a homestead.  Successful  from  the  start,  he  con- 
tinued farming  throughout  his  active  career,  although  for  many  years 
he  was  profitably  employed  as  a house  mover.  Since  disposing  of  his 
estate,  Mr.  Warden  has  lived  retired  from  active  pursuits. 

In  November,  1860,  Mr.  Warden  married  for  his  first  wife  Christiana 
Grant,  who  died  thirty-one  years  later,  leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Warden 
married,  January  11,  1894,  Catherine  Reprogle,  a daughter  of  Wert  and 
Susan  (Smith)  Reprogle,  who  came  from  Ohio  to  White  County  many 
years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warden  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
they  have  partly  reared  two  boys.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Warden 
is  a democrat,  and  fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Libanus  Lodge  No.  154, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons ; and  of  Monticello  Chapter 
No.  103,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

John  W.  Russell.  A business  man  of  Monon  who  has  shown  both 
aggressive  and  popular  qualities  in  building  up  his  retail  establishment, 
J ohn  W.  Russell  have  lived  at  Monon  ever  since  it  became  a town,  and  his 
residence  in  White  County  dates  back  to  April,  1876.  His  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  names  in  that  section  of  the  county. 

John  W.  Russell  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  July  29, 
1858,  one  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  born  to  Sher- 
man and  Margaret  (Layman)  Russell.  His  father  was  a native  of  New 
York  State  and  his  mother  of  Ohio.  Sherman  Russell  was  brought  to 
Indiana  when  a small  boy  by  his  parents,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
in  the  state,  dying  February  27,  1880.  In  1876  he  had  moved  to  the 
present  site  of  the  Town  of  Monon,  and  when  the  town  was  organized 
he  became  a member  of  the  first  town  council.  His  life,  for  the  most 
part,  was  passed  in  farming,  and  while  he  accumulated  no  great  share 
of  this  world’s  goods,  he  bore  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  farmer, 
a good  neighbor,  and  for  his  many  sturdy  qualities  for  good  in  the 
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community  was  universally  respected.  His  widow  survives  him  and 
resides  in  Monon. 

John  W.  Russell  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  White 
County,  and  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent  on  a farm  with 
an  education  from  the  public  schools  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  he 
was  actively  identified  with  agricultural  industry.  In  1896  he  em- 
barked in  the  general  retail  merchandise  business  at  Monon  and  for 
nearly  twenty  years  he  has  continued  to  deal  with  the  public  with  an 
unassailable  reputation  for  integrity  as  well  as  for  successful  manage- 
ment. 

Mr.  Russell  is  a republican  in  politics  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America  at  Monon.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Monon.  On  October  30,  1880,  he  married 
Florence  K.  Baughman.  Their  three  children  are : Mary  E.,  now 
Mrs.  Frank  Horner;  Eva  Alice  and  Herbert  Y. 

Enoch  J.  Clark.  White  County  is  fortunate  in  claiming  Mr.  Clark 
as  one  of  its  alert,  progressive  and  representative  agriculturists  and 
stock  growers,  for  in  his  operations  he  brings  to  bear  the  energy  and 
good  judgment  that  make  for  large  success,  the  while  his  example  is 
well  worthy  of  emulation  as  showing  the  splendid  possibilities  for  achieve- 
ment in  connection  with  the  important  lines  of  industry  to  which  he 
pays  fealty.  He  controls  a fine  landed  estate  of  320  acres,  equipped 
with  modern  improvements,  and  he  brings  to  bear  mature  judgment  and 
scientific  principles  in  the  carrying  forward  of  the  various  operations 
of  his  farm,  the  land  on  which  his  residence  is  situated  being  in  section 
22,  Monon  Township.  He  is  liberal  and  progressive  also  in  his  attitude 
as  a citizen,  and  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  representative  farmers 
of  White  County  he  commands  unqualified  confidence  and  good  will  in 
the  community. 

On  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  father,  in  Milroy  Township,  Jasper 
County,  Indiana,  Enoch  J.  Clark  was  born  on  the  4th  of  April,  1868, 
a son  of  Enoch  and  Eliza  (McCashen)  Clark,  both  of  whom  continued 
their  residence  in  that  county  until  their  death,  the  father  having  been 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  and  highly  honored  citizens  of  that  county. 
He  whose  name  introduces  this  article  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  township  and  his  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools.  He  continued  to  be  associated  with  the  work  and  management 
of  the  old  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  made  consecutive  progress  in  his  activi- 
ties as  an  independent  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser,  his  success  having 
been  the  direct  result  of  his  own  ability  and  unremitting  toil  and  en- 
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deavor.  He  has  been  a resident  of  White  County  since  1900  and, 
as  previously  stated,  his  farming  operations  are  by  no  means  circum- 
scribed, owing  to  the  fact  that  they  cover  a tract  of  320  acres,  the  land 
being  of  the  best  order  and  making  possible  the  securing  of  the  maxi- 
mum returns  for  the  labor  and  care  expended. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a man  of  broad  views  and  well  fortified  opinions,  is 
always  ready  to  give  his  influence  and  direct  co-operation  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  measures  and  enterprises  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community,  and  though  he  is  signally  free  from  predilection  for  po- 
litical office,  he  is  found  aligned  as  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the.  democratic  party.  In  his  farm  enterprise  he  devotes  special 
attention  to  the  raising  and  breeding  of  the  best  grade  of  full-blood 
shorthorn  cattle,  many  fine  specimens  of  which  are  always  to  be  found 
on  his  farm. 

In  the  year  1892  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Clark  to  Mary 
Soltwell,  and  their  three  children,  Oliver,  Verna  and  Raymond,  all 
remain  at  the  parental  home. 

Dr.  Ernan  A.  Bush.  A brainy,  wide-awake  young  man,  full  of 
vim  and  energy,  Dr.  Ernan  A.  Bush  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
best  and  highest  interests  of  Reynolds,  which  has  been  his  home  since 
1906.  He  was  born  February  19,  1882,  in  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  of 
German  and  English  ancestry. 

The  doctor’s  father,  Henry  Bush,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  as  a 
young  man  came  to  America,  settling  first  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  married  Elizabeth  Williamson,  who  bore  him  seven  children, 
of  whom  six  are  now  living.  Both  of  the  parents  are  ‘dead,  the  later 
years  of  their  lives  having  been  spent  in  Iowa. 

An  ambitious  student  from  his  childhood,  Ernan  A.  Bush  early 
resolved  to  fit  himeslf  for  a professional  career,  and  while  yet  in  his 
teens  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  L.  W.  Little.  He  subse- 
quently continued  his  studies  for  a year  at  the  Chicago  Physico-Medical 
College,  and  then  entered  the  Physico-MedicaUCollege  at  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  graduated  on  March  21,  1903,  winning  then  the 
distinction  of  being  the  second  youngest  man  to  apply  for  a physician’s 
license  in  this  state.  Dr.  Bush  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Stockwell  for  nearly  there  years,  and  then  opened 
an  office  at  Reynolds.  On  January  1,  1906,  the  doctor  located  in 
Reynolds,  and  here,  in  addition  to  continuing  his  practice  as  a physician, 
established  a drug  store,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  more  than 
two  years.  On  April  1,  1908,  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  held 
the  position  until  July  21,  1914,  serving  in  that  capacity  under  Presi- 
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dents  Roosevelt,  Taft  and  Wilson.  He  was  for  four  years  a member  of 
the  town  board,  and  was  once  a candidate  for  representative  to  the  State 
Legislature,  on  the  prohibition  ticket,  and  in  1914  was  a candidate  for 
Congress  on  the  same  ticket. 

Dr.  Bush  married,  February  16,  1905,  Arba  Belle  Waters,  a daughter 
of  Howard  and  Alta  (Kennedy)  Waters,  of  Tippecanoe  County,  and 
into  their  household  two  children  have  made  their  advent,  namely : 
Ernan  Waters,  born  March  8,  1906;  and  Henry  Wayne,  borne  March  11, 
1913.  A prominent  member  of  the  State  League  of  Postmasters,  Dr. 
Bush  served  that  organization  as  treasurer  one  year,  as  secretary  two 
years,  and  as  president  three  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Retail  Druggists;  of  the  Retail  Merchants’  Association; 
and  of  the  Indiana  Physico-Medico  Society.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  now  one  of  its  trustees,  and 
the  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Edward  E.  Carr.  One  of  the  esteemed  farmer  citizens  of  Big  Creek 
Township  is  Edward  E.  Carr,  who  has  lived  in  this  county  for  forty 
years.  His  early  life  was  one  of  considerable  hardships,  being  the  oldest 
son,  and  he  was  early  in  the  fields  and  engaged  in  the  work  about  the 
home,  when  most  boys  of  his  years  were  in  the  schools.  What  he  has 
accomplished  has  therefore  been  all  the  more  creditable. 

Edward  E.  Carr  was  born  in  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  August  25, 
1861,  a son  of  Martin  L.  and  Olive  J.  (Laylin)  Carr.  Out  of  eleven 
children  the  five  who  grew  to  maturity  were:  Editha  E.,  who  married 
Abram  Cranmer;  Edward  E. ; Reuben  R. ; Luther  L. ; and  Benjamin  F. 

Martin  L.  Carr  was  a man  of  roving  disposition,  and  spent  his  life 
in  many  different  localities.  He  died  June  31,  1891.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  lived  in  Iowa,  and  became  captain  in  a Union  regiment,  but 
never  saw  any  active  service.  His  wife  died  in  White  County  May  23, 
1912,  being  then  eighty-two  years  of  age.  She  was  born  in  1830  and 
lived  in  White  County  forty  years.  The  family  came  to  Indiana  in  1870, 
and  in  1874  located  on  the  land  in  White  County  where  Ed  Carr  now 
lives.  The  land  was  covered  with  wild  grass,  and  the  father  and  son 
set  fire  to  this  and  burned  it  off  before  putting  the  plow  in  the  land. 
Their  first  home  was  a log  house,  and  about  1878  the  present  comfortable 
home  of  Mr.  Carr  was  erected. 

Mr.  Carr  married  India  Mills,  daughter  of  Samuel  K.  Mills.  To  their 
marriage  have  been  born  three  children : Edward  Theodore,  bom  De- 
cember 18,  1903 ; Ruth  Ada,  born  September  21,  1910 ; and  Robert  El- 
more, born  March  1,  1912.  All  are  natives  of  White  County.  Mrs.  Carr 
was  born  March  8,  1881,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  six  sons  and  four 
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daughters,  being  the  eighth  child  born.  Her  father  died  in  November, 
1892.  Mr.  Carr  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  republican  politics, 
and  has  been  a candidate  for  state  representative  and  for  the  office 
of  county  clerk.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity. 

Francis  M.  Dowell.  In  section  2,  range  4 of  Monon  Township  is 
situated  the  fine  farm  homestead  of  Mr.  Dowell,  the  same  comprising 
120  acres  of  admirably  cultivated  land  and  evidences  of  thrift  and  pros- 
perity being  unmistakable  to  even  the  casual  observer.  The  owner  is 
known  as  one  of  the  progressive  men  who  are  exemplifying  the  best 
scientific  and  practical  conceptions  of  modern  agricultural  and  live 
stock  industry  and  is  one  of  the  popular  and  public-spirited  citizens 
of  White  County. 

Francis  M.  Dowell  was  born  on  a farm  in  Pulaski  County,  this  state, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1849,  and  is  a scion  of  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneer  families  of  the  fine  old  Hoosier  commonwealth.  He  is  a son 
of  William  and  Eleanor  (Evans)  Dowell,  and  his  paternal  greatgrand- 
father was  a native  of  Holland,  the  maternal  ancestry,  as  the  name  im- 
plies, tracing  back  to  Welsh  origin.  The  marriage  of  the  parents  of 
Mr.  Dowell  was  solemnized  in  Pulaski  County  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Isaac,  who  is  deceased;  Francis  M.,  whose 
name  initiates  this  article ; William,  who  is  a resident  of  Goodland, 
Newton  County;  and  James  T.,  who  is  deceased.  William  Dowell 
came  with  his  family  to  White  County  about  the  year  1850  and  his  first 
location  was  on  a pioneer  farm  south  of  Monticello.  Thereafter  he  made 
several  changes  of  residence  in  the  farming  districts  of  the  county,  and  in 
1856  he  established  his  permanent  residence  in  Monon  Township,  where 
he  improved  a farm  and  gained  a substantial  success,  this  homestead 
having  continued  to  be  the  abiding  place  of  him  and  his  wife  until  the 
time  of  their  death,  he  having  passed  away  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1876,  and  his  devoted  wife  having  followed  him  to  eternal  rest  in  the 
following  February,  so  that  “in  death  they  were  not  long  divided.” 
The  remains  of  these  honored  pioneers  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  Monon 
Chapel.  Mr.  Dowell  was  a staunch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  repub- 
lican party,  took  an  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  governmental  af- 
fairs and  local  politics  but  never  sought  or  held  public  office.  He  be- 
came the  owner  of  a farm  of  about  eighty  acres  and  devoted  the  same 
to  diversified  agriculture  and  stock  raising. 

Francis  M.  Dowell  was  an  infant  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal 
to  White  County  and  here  he  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  and  invigorating 
discipline  of  the  farm,  the  while  he  made  due  use  of  the  advantages 
afforded  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began 
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independent  work  by  obtaining  employment  as  a farm  hand,  and  by 
energy  and  good  management  he  soon  was  able  to  engage  in  farming  on 
his  own  responsibility,  the  best  voucher  for  his  success  being  his  owner- 
ship at  the  present  time  of  one  of  the  fine  farm  properties  of  White 
County.  His  place  has  excellent  improvements  of  a permanent  order, 
including  an  attractive  residence,  and  scrupulous  attention  is  given 
to  keeping  everything  about  the  farm  in  good  order,  so  that  there  is 
no  semblance  of  neglect  or  apathetic  interest  to  be  found  in  derogation 
of  the  secure  status  of  Mr.  Dowell  as  one  of  the  sagacious  and  progres- 
sive farmers  and  stock  growers  of  the  county  that  has  represented  his 
home  from  childhood  and  that  has  afforded  to  him  ample  opportunity 
for  constructive  enterprise. 

Though  he  has  manifested  no  predilection  for  political  office  Mr. 
Dowell  has  never  failed  to  give  ready  co-operation  in  the  support  of 
measures  and  movements  which  he  has  believed  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  community,  and  he  accords  staunch  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party.  He  is  affiliated  with  Monon  Lodge  No.  592,  Free  & Accepted 
Masons,  and  he  and  his  family  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  City  of  Monon. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1881,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dowell 
to  Mrs.  Rachel  L.  Wilson,  a daughter  of  John  D.  and  Sarah  E.  (Paul) 
Moore,  and  of  this  union  were  born  three  children : Cecil  and  Florence, 
both  of  whom  still  reside  in  White  County ; and  Omer,  who  is  deceased. 

George  E.  Davis.  Actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing on  section  26,  Liberty  Township,  George  E.  Davis  materially  assists 
in  maintaining  the  reputation  of  White  County  as  a fine  agricultural 
and  stock  raising  region.  A son  of  the  late  William  H.  Davis,  he  was 
born  February  1,  1866,  in  Liberty  Township,  which  has  always  been 
his  home. 

Of  English  ancestry,  William  H.  Davis  was  born  and  reared  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  as  a young  man  migrated  to  Indiana,  locating  in  White 
County,  probably  about  1850.  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  he  offered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  as  a private  in  the 
Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  enlistment,  being  honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  he  returned 
to  White  County,  and  after  taking  unto  himself  a wife  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Improving  his  land,  he  carried  on  general  farming, 
including  the  raising  of  graded  stock,  until  his  death,  about  1893.  He 
married  Ilwilda  Imler,  who  survived  him  ten  years,  dying  in  1903. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  George  E.,  of  this 
sketch;  Nettie,  deceased;  David;  and  Hannah,  deceased. 


990 


HISTORY  OF  WHITE  COUNTY 


Educated  in  the  district  schools,  George  E.  Davis  acquired  valuable 
experience  in  the  art  and  science  of  agriculture  while  assisting  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm,  and  has  made  farming  his  principal 
occupation.  In  1903  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  275  acres,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  its  improvement,  having  it 
largely  under  tillage,  and  well  supplied  with  comfortable  and  con- 
venient buildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming  with  highly  satis- 
factory results,  and  is  interested  to  a considerable  extent  in  stock 
growing,  a profitable  industry  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Davis  married  in  July,  1885,  Flora  E.  Welch,  a daughter  of 
Abel  Welch.  Eight  children  have  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Glenn 
R. ; Lloyd;  Lulu,  deceased;  Loren  F. ; Alta  N. ; Jennie;  Bertha;  and 
Orville. 

John  R.  Cowger.  This  well  known  citizen  of  Union  Township  repre- 
sents a family  with  many  years  of  residence  in  White  County,  and  his 
kinship  has  been  very  prominent  in  affairs  since  pioneer  times. 

John  R.  Cowger  was  born  in  White  County  February  23,  1853, 
a son  of  Eli  and  Anna  (Worthington)  Cowger.  The  Worthingtons 
came  from  England,  while  Eli  Cowger  was  born  in  Virginia,  originally 
of  German  stock.  John  R.  Cowger  was  the  second  in  a family  of  five 
children.  The  father  and  paternal  grandfather  came  to  White  County 
among  the  very  first  families.  Eli  Cowger  helped  to  build  one  of  the 
first  log  cabins  in  Monticello.  The  grandfather  located  northeast  of 
the  present  Town  of  Monon,  and  lived  there  until  his  death.  Eli  Cowger 
entered  his  first  land  just  west  of  the  present  estate  of  John  R.  Cowger. 
His  patent  to  that  land  was  signed  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  then  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  farm  now  owned  by  John  R.  Cowger  was 
entered  by  his  uncle,  Jacob  Cowger,  who  subsequently  sold  it  to  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Cowger.  Eli  Cowger  improved  the  lands  already  de- 
scribed, comprising  120  acres,  ditched  and  tiled  it,  and  constructed  sub- 
stantial building  improvements.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  a man  who  carried  his  Christianity  into  his  practical 
life,  and  with  a good  education  acquired  largely  by  self-study  he  was 
a man  of  more  than  ordinary  prominence.  He  was  a class  leader  and 
active  in  Sunday  school  work.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three. 

Mrs.  Cowger ’s  parents  were  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Mowrer)  Roth- 
rock,  names  which  are  at  once  associated  with  the  early  history  of  White 
County.  Robert  Rothrock  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  as  was  also  his 
wife,  but  they  were  married  in  White  County.  Elizabeth  M.  Mowrer  was 
his  second  wife.  There  were  four  children,  and  only  one  is  now  living. 
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Robert  Rothrock  came  to  White  County  among  the  pioneers,  and  his 
father,  John  Rothrock,  entered  land  directly  from  the  Government,  as 
did  also  his  son  Robert.  John  Rothrock  deeded  a part  of  the  land  on 
which  the  courthouse  now  stands  at  Monticello.  The  land  was  given 
for  the  express  purpose  of  being  used  for  a county  building,  and  the 
deed  was  so  worded  that  in  case  the  land  was  not  used  for  that  purpose 
it  should  revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  original  donor.  Robert  Rothrock 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  in  politics  a democrat.  His 
brother,  Joseph  Rothrock,  was  for  a number  of  years  county  treasurer. 
Robert  Rothrock  died  on  his  seventy-fifth  birthday. 

John  R.  Cowger  received  a country  school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  married  Kate  V.  Rothrock.  After  their  marriage  they 
lived  with  Mr.  Cowger ’s  parents,  and  then  settled  on  an  adjoining  farm. 
Here  Mr.  Cowger  has  120  acres  of  land,  and  his  home  was  built  since 
he  occupied  the  place,  and  he  has  also  placed  most  of  the  improvements 
there.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  children:  Robert  Raymond,  who 
married  Jennie  Peter,  daughter  of  Reverend  Mr.  Peter,  and  they  have 
three  sons,  Raymond,  Gordon  and  Conrad;  Dr.  Earl  Cowger,  who  mar- 
ried Gertrude  Snapp,  and  has  one  child,  Catherine;  and  Clifford,  who 
still  lives  at  home.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  and 
Mr.  Cowger  is  a democrat.  He  served  in  his  township  as  assessor  for 
four  years  from  1900  to  1904. 

Carl  C.  Middelstadt.  Cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Monon,  Carl  C. 
Middelstadt  represents  a family  that  has  long  and  usefully  been  identified 
with  White  County. 

His  parents  were  Christopher  and  Wilhelmina  (Long)  Middelstadt, 
both  natives  of  Germany,  who  moved  to  White  County  and  settled  at 
Monon  about  1882.  Christopher  died  April  29,  1909,  and  his  wife  on 
April  7, 1892.  An  older  son  is  Otto  C.  Middelstadt,  present  county  treas- 
urer of  White  County.  Otto  was  born  at  Medaryville,  Indiana,  March  12, 
1867,  was  reared  at  Monon,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
in  1908  was  elected  township  trustee,  serving  five  years,  and  in  1912 
was  elected  treasurer  of  White  County,  a position  which  he  has  since 
occupied.  He  has  been  twice  married  and  has  one  daughter,  Georgia. 

Carl  Middelstadt,  who  has  identified  his  career  with  banking,  was 
born  at  Medaryville,  Indiana,  November  12,  1877,  and  when  still  a child 
came  with  his  parents  to  Monon,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Monon  until  entering  upon  his 
present  duties  as  cashier  of  the  State  Bank. 

Mr.  Middelstadt  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason  of  Delphi  and  Shriner 
of  Indianapolis,  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  124  of 
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Monon ; in  politics  he  is  a democrat.  On  July  17,  1896,  he  married  Miss 
Maude  Bunnell,  daughter  of  Stephen  Bunnell.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Wilhelmina  and  Leo. 

Eli  AY.  Cowger.  For  the  past  fifty  years  this  honored  pioneer  citizen 
of  AVliite  County  has  resided  on  his  present  homestead  farm,  in  section 
19,  Monon  Township,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  a valuable  landed  estate 
of  350  acres,  and,  now  venerable  in  years,  he  is  one  of  the  comparatively 
few  men  who  can  recall  the  scenes,  conditions  and  incidents  of  the  early 
pioneer  epoeh  in  the  history  of  this  county,  where  he  has  witnessed  and 
assisted  in  the  work  of  social  and  material  development  and  progress, 
mindful  of  the  primitive  things  of  the  past  and  appreciative  of  the  opu- 
lent prosperity  and  manifold  modern  advantages  of  the  present  day.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  righteousness  and  earnest  endeavor,  and  thus  he  has 
fully  merited  the  distinctive  prosperity  and  the  personal  popularity  that 
are  now  his. 

From  the  time  of  his  nativity  has  Mr.  Cowger  been  a resident  of 
White  County,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Montieello,  the  county  seat, 
on  the  13th  of  November,  1837,  and  the  judicial  center  of  the  county 
having  at  that  time  been  little  more  than  a straggling  hamlet  in  the  midst 
of  the  virgin  forest.  He  is  a son  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  (Bott)  Cowger, 
who  were  born  and  reared  in  AYest  Virginia,  which  state  was  at  that 
time  still  a part  of  the  Old  Dominion  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and 
their  marriage  was  solemnized  in  Pendleton  County  of  their  native  state. 
In  1834  they  immigrated  to  Indiana  and  numbered  themselves  among  the 
sturdy  pioneers  of  White  County.  They  passed  the  first  winter  in  the 
log  cabin  home  of  George  Spencer,  on  Big  Creek,  and  in  selecting  his 
future  place  of  abode  the  father  selected  a tract  of  eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land  on  Little  Monon  River  and  a comparatively  short  distance 
southwest  of  the  present  home  of  the  subject  of  this  review.  Silas 
Cowger  had  the  mental  and  physical  "characteristics  which  make  the 
ideal  pioneer,  and  with  judgment  and  energy  he  set  himself  to  the  task 
of  reclaiming  his  land  from  the  wilderness  and  developing  a productive 
farm.  He  and  his  wife  endured  the  full  tension  of  the  pioneer  era,  were 
called  upon  to  practice  the  utmost  self-denial  and  to  deprive  themselves 
of  many  things  that  are  now  regarded  as  absolute  necessities,  but  they 
were  sustained  by  mutual  love  and  sympathy  and  by  steadfast  purpose, 
so  that  they  pressed  forward  to  the  goal  of  independence  and  prosperity, 
the  while  they  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  on  the  23d  of  March,  1862,  Mr.  Cowger  was 
the  owner  of  a well  improved  estate  of  300  acres,  in  Monon  Township, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  by  a number  of  years,  the  remains  of  both 
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being  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Monon  Chapel  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  nine  children  five  are  living:  Eli  W., 
Mary  J.,  Elizabeth,  Silas  R.  and  John  W. 

Reared  to  man’s  estate  under  the  conditions  and  influences  of  the 
pioneer  farm  and  early  beginning  to  lend  his  aid  in  its  arduous  work, 
Eli  W.  Cowger  acquired  his  early  educational  discipline  in  a primitive 
log  schoolhouse  of  the  type  common  to  the  locality  and  period.  Through 
self-discipline  and  long  association  with  the  practical  affairs  of  life  he 
has  effectually  overcome  a possible  educational  handicap  of  earlier  years 
and  is  known  as  a man  of  board  views  and  mature  judgment. 

Mr.  Cowger  has  paid  unfaltering  allegiance  to  the  basic  industry  of 
agriculture  during  his  entire  adult  life  and  such  has  been  his  success  that 
he  may  well  be  satisfied  that  he  did  not  consent  to  enter  other  fields  of 
endeavor.  In  1865,  about  three  years  after  his  marriage,  he  established 
his  residence  on  his  present  homestead,  though  his  original  and  embryonic 
farm  had  slight  semblance  to  his  present  fine  landed  estate,  either  in  area 
or  physical  conditions.  Not  all  men  are  permitted  thus  to  call  attention 
to  the  visible  results  of  former  years  of  toil  and  endeavor,  but  in  his  case 
the  kindly  earth  has  brought  forth  its  increase  as  one  year  after  another 
has  dropped  into  the  abyss  of  time,  and  industry  and  good  management 
have  their  tangible  presentment  in  the  appearance  of  his  valuable  and  ad- 
mirably improved  landed  domain,  his  attention  having  been  consecutively 
given  to  diversified  agriculture  and  to  the  raising  of  excellent  grades  of 
live  stock.  Mr.  Cowger  is  essentially  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  his  native  county  and  is  an  upright,  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen 
whose  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that  of  his  acquaintances.  His 
political  allegiance  has  always  been  given  to  the  democratic  party  and 
he  has  taken  much  interest  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  communal 
welfare.  He  served  as  road  supervisor  of  Monon  Township  in  1881,  and 
in  the  following  year  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners, an  office  in  which  he  was  enabled  to  do  much  valuable  service 
in  the  furtherance  of  civic  and  material  progress  and  prosperity  in  his 
native  county.  He  is  not  formally  identified  with  any  religious  body  but 
his  wife  is  a zealous  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  Mr.  Cowger  wedded  Miss  Nancy  Downey, 
who  has  thus  been  his  loved  and  devoted  companion  and  helpmeet  for 
more  than  half  a century.  She  is  a daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Cath- 
erine (Moore)  Downey,  her  grandfather  having  served  more  than  fifty 
years  as  a pioneer  clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ohio.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Cowger  came  to  White  County,  Indiana,  about  the  year 
1840  and  here  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  both  having  been  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Bedford  Cemetery.  In  this  county  Mr.  Downey  became  a 
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prosperous  farmer  and  he  served  two  terms  as  county  commissioner.  Con- 
cerning the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowger  brief  record  is  given  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  this  article. 

Rachel  Alice,  who  was  born  April  9,  1863,  died  on  the  19th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1913 ; Charles  was  born  December  15,  1865,  and  his  death  occurred 
June  30,  1914;  William  A.,  who  was  born  October  20,  1868,  died  on  the 
11th  of  the  following  January;  Ida  May,  who  was  born  April  2,  1870, 
is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Parse,  of  Carroll  County;  Elizabeth  Catherine,  who 
was  born  September  29,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  William  C.  Ledford  and 
they  reside  in  White  County ; Thomas  S.,  a successful  teacher  in  White 
and  Jasper  counties,  having  been  a teacher  for  twenty  years,  was  born 
February  4,  1876;  and  Clara  S.,  who  remains  at  the  parental  home,  was 
born  October  6,  1879.  She  was  graduated  from  Monticello  High  School 
and  she  was  a teacher  for  eleven  years  in  White  County.  Her  sister, 
Mrs.  Parse,  also  taught  for  eleven  years  in  White  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cowger  have  given  their  children  all  good  educations  and  have  fitted  them 
for  the  higher  walks  of  life. 

John  IT.  Caughell.  For  half  a century  a resident  of  White  County, 
the  late  John  H.  Caughell  was  an  able  assistant  in  promoting  its  agricul- 
tural prosperity,  as  an  energetic  and  progressive  farmer  meeting  with 
good  success,  while  as  a man  and  a citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem. 
A native  of  Canada,  he  was  born  July  26,  1834,  in  Lincoln  County,  near 
Niagara.  His  father,  John  Caughell,  a Canadian  by  birth,  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  his  immigrant  ancestor  having  come  from  Germany  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  while  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Johanna  Merithew,  was  born  in  Canada,  of  French  ancestry. 

Born,  bred  and  educated  in  Canada,  J ohn  LI.  Caughell  there  married, 
February  25,  1862,  Elizabeth  Gardner,  a daughter  of  Archibald  and 
Margaret  (Morrison)  Gardner.  Just  after  that  important  event,  he 
came  with  his  bride  to  White  County,  where  her  parents  joined  them  on 
November  13,  1864.  Mr.  Caughell  purchased  land  in  Jackson  Township, 
and  immediately  resumed  the  free  and  independent  occupation  to  which 
he  was  reared.  Laboring  diligently  and  successfully,  he  cleared  and 
improved  a valuable  estate,  which  yielded  him  rich  returns  each  year.  In 
addition  to  general  farming,  he  engaged  in  stock  raising,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  growing  hogs  for  market.  Having  by  good  business  methods 
accumulated  a competency,  Mr.  Caughell  retired  from  active  pursuits,  in 
1908  buying  3%  acres  of  land  on  which  he  lived  free  from  business  cares 
until  his  death,.  July  25,  1912. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caughell  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely: 
James,  born  February  12,  1863,  was  killed  June  6,  1892,  in  Carroll 
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County,  by  an  explosion,  and  is  buried  at  Burnetts  Creek;  Margaret, 
born  November  27,  1864,  married  John  Gillespie,  of  Monticello ; Thomas 
Richard,  born  November  2,  1866,  died  November  8,  1909 ; John  Henry, 
born  July  19,  1868 ; Liddy  Ann,  born  April  13,  1870,  died  March  10, 
1878;  Minnie,  born  February  11,  1872;  Archibald  G.,  born  October  15, 
1873,  died  February  17,  1904;  Jennie,  born  January  10,  1876;  and 
Flora  Johanna,  born  September  1,  .1878.  Mr.  Caughell  was  actively 
* identified  with  the  republican  party,  and  while  a resident* of  Carroll 
County  served  as  school  director.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  an  elder  for 
twenty  years. 

Samuel  P.  Cowger.  One  of  the  well  remembered  citizens  of  White 
County  who  left  the  impress  of  his  life  particularly  on  public  affairs 
was  the  late  Samuel  P.  Cowger,  who  died  November  23,  1907.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  native  sons  of  White  County,  having  been  born  in 
Union  Township  in  the  Pike  Creek  neighborhood  on  February  29,  1844, 
from  which  accident  of  date  he  was  able  to  celebrate  his  birthday  only 
every  four  years.  His  family  were  among  the  pioneers  and  since  the 
beginning  of  development  in  this  part  of  Indiana  the  Cowgers  have 
been  noted  as  people  of  substantial  industry  and  worth  'of  character. 

The  parents  of  the  late  Samuel  P.  Cowger  were  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Bolton)  Cowger,  the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia.  They  came  to  Indiana  about  1835  and  another  fact  which 
connects  them  with  early  local  history  is  that  the  names  of  both  Jacob 
and  Sarah  Cowger  appear  on  church  records  as  members  of  the  first 
Methodist  class  organized  at  Monticello.  Jacob  Cowger  was  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  in  Union  Township.  There  were  seven  children 
in  the  family,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Samuel  P.  Cowger  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
White  County  during  the  period  before  the  war,  and  at  the  age  of  about 
eighteen  started  out  for  himself.  He  was  a man  who  largely  created 
his  own  opportunities  in  life,  and  from  clerking  in  a grocery  store 
at  Monticello  finally  came  to  a position  where  he  conducted  a business 
of  his  own.  However,  much  of  his  life  was  spent  in  public  office,  and  for 
twenty-four  years  he  was,  first,  clerk  of  White  County,  later  court  clerk 
at  Monticello,  and  for  eight  years  was  court  clerk  at  Delphi  in  Carroll 
County.  He  was  actively  identified  with  business  and  social  life  in 
Union  Township,  and  was  interested  in  all  public  movements  in  his  home 
town  and  county,  and  in  a business  way  was  a stockholder  in  local 
banks  and  other  enterprises. 

Only  secondary  to  Mr.  Cowger ’s  public  activities  came  his  great  love 
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for  music,  and  the  piano,  cornet  and  violin  added  much  to  his  enjoyment 
of  life.  He  was  a leading  spirit  in  band  and  orchestra  music  of  his  home 
town,  and  like  his  success  in  business  his  attainments  in  that  art  were 
also  largely  of  his  own  making.  In  1896  he  moved  his  family  to  Green- 
castle,  Indiana,  in  order  that  he  might  give  his  daughter  a musical  and 
college  education  in  DePauw  University.  While  there,  though  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  he  became  a violin  student  in  the  school  of  music  of  the 
university,  and  continued  his  studies  for  a period  of  two  years.  In 
1900  he  returned  with  his  family  to  Monticello,  and  lived  a somewhat 
retired  life,  devoting  most  of  his  time  to  dealing  in  Monticello  real  estate. 
Politically  he  was  a democrat.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  order  in  White  County. 

March  19,  1873,  Mr.  Cowger  married  Alice  Julia  Lear.  The  Lears 
came  from  Ohio  to  White  County  about  1839,  and  her  parents,  John  H. 
and  Louisa  (Van  Trump)  Lear,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio,  were  married  in  White  County.  They  were  among  the 
early  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  this  county,  being  One  of  the  first  five 
families  to  settle  in  Princeton  Township.  John  H.  Lear  moved  to  Monti- 
cello in  1867,  and  for  a number  of  years  kept  the  old  Lear  Hotel  at  the 
county  seat.  Both  of  Mrs.  Cowger ’s  parents  died  at  Monticello,  and  of 
their  four  children  three  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowger  had  two  chil- 
dren: Norma  died  in  1876  and  Raeburn  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  C. 
Obenchain  of  Monticello. 

Henry  Shafer.  This  venerable  resident  of  Union  Township,  now 
in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  life,  came  to  White  County  when  it  was 
a wilderness.  He  recalls  the  fact  that  in  coming  to  the  county  he  passed 
down  the  Wabash  River,  and  at  Peru  people  told  him  that  there  was  not 
enough  land  out  of  water  in  White  County  to  build  a house  upon.  Never- 
theless he  stuck  to  his  determination,  and  the  prosperity  which  has  re- 
warded his  years  has  been  sufficient  compensation  for  the  early  trials 
and  labors  he  endured. 

Henry  Shafer  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  December  1,  1831, 
a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Shafer.  He  was  the  second  in  a family  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  one  of  them  being  Andrew 
Shafer  of  Idaville.  From  Wayne  County  the  family  removed  to  Dela- 
ware County,  and  thence  to  this  county.  Coming  here  in  1856,  the  father 
bought  land  at  Idaville,  and  Henry  was  associated  with  his  father  in  its 
management  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Shafer  was  married  in  Delaware  County  to  Elizabeth  Johnson- 
baugh,  daughter  of  John  Johnsonbaugh.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
children.  Mrs.  Shafer  died  and  he  afterwards  married  Mrs.  Benjamin 
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Fisher,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Barnard,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Barnard.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  two  children : Ella,  who 
married  William  Marburger ; and  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years. 

Mr.  Shafer  has  occupied  his  present  farm  for  a great  many  years.  He 
was  a miller  by  trade,  and  took  up  the  work  of  that  trade  in  1851.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  120  acres,  and  its  improvements  repre- 
sent his  individual  efforts.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Brethren  Church,  and 
in  presidential  elections  casts  his  vote  as  a democrat,  but  otherwise  i> 
independent. 

William  Woods.  While  the  Indians  were  still  roaming  through  the 
woods  and  pitching  their  camps  along  the  banks  of  the  Tippecanoe  and 
Wabash,  and  while  the  white  population  north  and  west  of  those  rivers 
was  still  limited  to  a few  cabins  that  marked  the  extreme  outposts  of 
the  western  frontier,  the  Woods  family  was  introduced  into  the  south- 
eastern part  of  what  is  now  White  County.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  families, 
that  have  remained  in  continuous  possession  of  one  locality  and  the  name 
has  always  been  identified  with  those  solid  virtues  which  are  the  best 
elements  of  American  citizenship. 

The  pioneer  was  William  Woods,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont in  1784,  and  after  living  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  moved  out  to 
Northwestern  Indiana  in  1830.  He  and  his  son,  James  K.,  entered  200 
acres  of  what  is  now  section  24,  range  4,  Prairie  Township,  White  County. 
Of  that  200  acres  120  acres  are  still  in  the  family  name,  being  owned  by 
Mr.  William  Woods,  grandson  of  the  original  pioneer.  Grandfather 
Woods  married  Patsy  Kelley,  who  was  a native  of  Ohio  and  of  Irish 
descent.  William  Woods  died  in  1839  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  and  was 
buried  in  the  Barr  Cemetery.  He  was  a whig  in  politics. 

Alfred  Woods,  who  was  the  third  among  the  children  of  William  and 
Patsy  Woods,  was  born  in  Ohio,  September  18, 1818,  and  was  still  a young 
boy  when  the  family  came  to  White  County.  He  died  in  February,  1868. 
and  was  buried  in  the  Odd  Fellows  Cemetery  at  Brookston,  having  for 
many  years  been  identified  with  that  fraternity.  His  active  career  was 
spent  in  farming  pursuits,  and  he  was  known  as  a leader  in  community 
affairs.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  who  built  the  old  Brookston  Acad- 
emy. As  a republican  he  was  elected  and  served  one  term  as  state 
senator  in  the  ’60s.  In  church  matters  he  was  a Universalist,  and  one 
of  the  leading  representatives  of  that  faith  in  Southeastern  White- 
County.  His  material  success  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  owned  600  acres  of  valuable  land.  In  all  his  relations  he 
was  straightforward,  stood  in  unequivocal  esteem,  and  well  merited  every 
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honor  and  mark  of  respect  paid  him.  Alfred  Woods  married  Jane 
Maria  McClain,  a daughter  of  Alexander  McClain,  who  was  a pioneer 
in  Tippecanoe  County.  The  names  of  their  seven  children  were : Alice, 
William,  Albert  A.,  Altheus,  James  K.,  Jr.,  Jennie  and  Archibald.  The 
only  ones  still  living  are  William  and  Albert,  the  latter  a resident  of 
Cowley  County,  Kansas. 

William  Woods,  who  represents  the  third  generation  in  White 
County,  was  born  May  13,  1850,  on  section  34,  range  4 in  Prairie  Town- 
ship/ and  that  one  locality  has  always  been  his  home.  He  has  desired 
no  other  calling  than  that  of  a farmer,  and  has  made  that  vocation  the 
basis  of  a considerable  success.  His  estate  comprises  290  acres,  situated 
three  miles  east  of  Brookston,  and  in  the  course  of  his  active  career  he 
has  not  only  provided  a good  home  and  advantages  for  his  growing 
family  of  children  but  now  has  ample  provision  for  his  own  declining 
years.  At  the  same  time  he  has  been  public  spirited  in  his  attitude 
toward  community  affairs,  but  has  never  interested  himself  in  party 
politics,  though  he  is  a republican  voter.  He  is  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church. 

On  November  13,  1889,  he  married  Miss  Isola  May  Hendrickson,  a 
daughter  of  Erick  and  Mary  J.  Hendrickson  of  White  County.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  their  union  one  died  in  infancy  and  all  the  others, 
with  one  exception  are  living  at  home.  Their  names  are : Alfred  H. ; 
Walter  A.,  who  lives  at  Monroe,  Michigan,  and  by  his  marriage  to 
Adriah  M.  Hague  has  one  child  named  Albert;  James  K. ; Mary  Jane; 
Lloyd  D. ; Earl  D. ; and  Blanche  R. 

Cornelius  M.  Horner.  As  a merchant  and  banker  Cornelius  M. 
Horner  has  been  identified  with  practically  every  phase  of  development 
and  progress  in  Monon  during  the  past  half  century,  having  located  in 
that  town  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  in  which  he  fought  on  the 
Union  side. 

Mr.  Horner  was  born  in  Auglaize  County,  Ohio,  January  3,  1842, 
and  is  the  only  one  living  and  the  youngest  of  ten  children  born  to 
Elias  and  Elizabeth  D.  (Smith)  Horner.  Both  parents  were  born  near 
Leeds,  England,  were  married  in  the  old  country  and  came  to  the  United 
States  after  their  first  child  was  born.  After  settling  in  Ohio  the  father 
taught  school,  bought  stock  and  rafted  them  down  the  Ohio  river  to 
various  markets.  After  coming  to  Indiana  in  1844  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  New  Durham  in  LaPorte  County.  In  early  manhood 
he  became  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  a minister, 
at  a time  when  the  preachers  of  that  state  followed  the  Peter  Cartwright 
method  of  traveling  from  place  to  place.  His  death  occurred  at  New 
Durham  during  the  ’50s  and  his  widow  survived  many  years. 
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Cornelius  M.  Horner  lived  in  LaPorte  County,  Indiana,  from  infancy 
until  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age  and  there  received  most 
of  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Several  years  following  were 
spent  with  a brother  on  a farm  near  Medaryville  in  Pulaski  County. 
While  there,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Brewer.  The  four  children  of  that  union  were  : Dorothy ; Urban  E. ; 
William  C.,  now  in  the  banking  business  at  Monon;  and  Emma. 

Before  the  war  Mr.  Horner  had  also  had  some  experience  as  a small 
farmer,  and  his  crops  were  raised  from  the  virgin  soil  through  which 
he  had  directed  the  first  plow.  This  was  the  manner  of  his  life  until  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  when  he  endeavored  to  enlist  at  the  first  call  for 
troops.  The  quota  was  full,  however,  but  he  subsequently  enlisted  in 
Company  A of  the  138th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  with  that  command 
in  one  of  the  early  campaigns  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  including  the 
battle  of  Stone  River.  AVith  the  expiration  of  his  first  year  of  enlist- 
ment he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company,  which  became  Company  A of 
the  151st  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  remained  with  that  regiment 
during  all  its  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge. 

In  December,  1865,  Mr.  Horner  located  at  Monon,  and  engaged  in 
merchandising.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a prosperous  merchant,  and 
in  1892  established  a bank  in  his  store.  His  store  was  sold  about  1894, 
and  since  then  he  has  confined  his  attention  to  banking. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Horner  married  Miss  Lucy  J.  Kerr.  Their 
five  living  children  are:  J.  Francis;  Mary  E. ; Florence;  Alta  K.,  who 
married  Edward  Smith;  and  Herbert  H.,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
State  University  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Horner  is  a republican  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  polit- 
ical office.  He  began  life’s  battle  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  such 
success  as  he  has  attained  has  been  entirely  through  his  own  efforts. 

Morris  Jacob  Holtzman.  A distinct  loss  to  the  citizenship  and  pro- 
gressive business  spirit  of  White  County  was  the  death  of  the  late  Morris 
Jacob  Holtzman,  wThich  occurred  at  Brookston  in  Prairie  Township  March 
24,  1915.  Most  of  the  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Prairie  Township 
and  there  are  many  reasons  why  his  name  should  be  held  in  respect  and 
honor  in  that  community.  Over  the  county  at  large  his  name  became 
especially  familiar  through  his  service  as  county  auditor  some  years  ago. 
He  had  a large  personal  following  of  friends  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  enumerate  and  classify  all  the  usefulness  and  valuable  influences  that 
came  from  his  character,  though  his  death  came  when  only  a little  beyond 
his  prime. 
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Born  at  Rehrersburg,  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  19,  1853, 
he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  parents  were 
Jonathan  and  Lucetta  (Aulenbach)  Holtzman.  The  family  was  founded 
in  America  by  three  brothers  who  came  out  of  Saxony,  Germany.  In 
1870,  when  the  late  Mr.  Holtzman  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  his  par- 
ents came  to  Brookston  from  Logansport,  Indiana.  Jonathan  Holtzman 
was  a stock  dealer  and  butcher  and  devoted  most  of  his  active  years 
to  those  pursuits.  His  death  occurred  in  1880,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  in  January,  1900.  Both  are  now  at  rest  in  the  Brookston  Cemetery. 

Morris  J.  Holtzman  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
while  living  in  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana.  For  two  years  he  was  a 
student  in  the  old  Wabash  College  at  Crawfordsville,  and  was  really  a 
well  educated  man.  For  a number  of  years  he  taught  school  in  Prairie 
Township  and  at  Brookston.  The  death  of  his  father  threw  upon  him 
active  responsibilities  and  the  care  of  the  family,  and  he  acquitted  him- 
self of  those  duties  with  characteristic  energy  and  ability.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  a general  provision  dealer.  After  the  close  of  his 
work  as  county  auditor  he  became  a farmer. 

A democrat  in  politics,  but  regardless  of  party  popular  among  all 
classes  of  citizens,  he  served  the  people  of  his  home  township  as  trustee 
for  two  terms,  and  in  1892  was  elected  county  auditor.  During  the  two 
terms  in  that  office  his  home  was  in  Monticello.  He  was  always  diligent, 
courteous,  methodical,  and  efficient,  and  those  characteristics  impressed 
themselves  upon  his  work  as  a county  official.  Mr.  Holtzman  was  an 
able  musician,  was  leader  of  the  Brookston  band  for  twenty  years 
and  cornet  soloist  in  the  Monticello  band  during  his  residence  in  that 
city.  Mr.  Holtzman  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  the  lodge 
at  Brookston  and  in  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Monticello.  His  funeral 
was  conducted  by  members  of  the  Masonic  fraternities  of  White  County. 
In  his  youth  he  united  with  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Rehrersburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  1903  he  became  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Brookston.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  trustees  of 
this  church. 

On  September  25,  1889,  Mr.  Holtzman  married  Miss  Emma  Wigmore, 
daughter  of  James  Stuart  and  Martha  (Rothrock)  Wigmore.  Into  their 
home  came  by  birth  six  children,  but  the  only  two  now  living  are  Morris 
R.,  born  August  28,  1890,  and  Harris,  born  October  30,  1897..  Mrs. 
Holtzman  and  her  sons  now  own  a fine  homestead  of  180  acres  in  Prairie 
Township.  They  reside  in  a beautiful  modern  residence  on  East  Third 
Street  in  Brookston. 
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John  J.  Nagle.  For  thirty  years  or  more  a factor  in  the  community 
at  Brookston  as  a farmer  and  banker,  John  J.  Nagle  is  a native  of 
Indiana  and  has  lived  in  White  County  since  his  marriage. 

John  J.  Nagle  was  born  on  a farm  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana, 
January  22,  1864,  a son  of  William  and  Samantha  (Holloway)  Nagle. 
His  father  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  mother  of  the  Green 
Hill  community  of  Indiana.  His  father  was  bom  about  1831,  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  December  9,  1912.  He  came  to  Indiana  in  the  early 
days,  and  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Tippecanoe  County.  He  was  an  active 
Methodist,  a trustee  in  the  church,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School,  and  was  a fine  singer.  He  was  likewise  a superior  business  man 
and  accumulated  a large  amount  of  property.  His  distinguishing  char- 
acteristic was  his  sterling  honesty.  In  politics  he  was  a republican. 

John  J.  Nagle  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living.  He  was  reared  near  Otterbein,  just  across  the 
Tippecanoe  County  line  in  Benton  County,  and  attended  country  dis- 
trict schools  and  also  the  schools  in  Otterbein.  In  1881  he  entered 
DePauw  University  at  Greencastle  and  was  graduated  Bachelor  of  Science 
In  1885.  On  November  24,  1886,  he  married  Luella  Jennie  Beeker, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Beeker  of  Battle  Ground,  Indiana. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Nagle  began  farming  about  four  miles  south- 
east of  Brookston,  and  agriculture  has  been  his  steady  pursuit  ever  since. 
At  the  reorganization  of  the  Bank  of  Brookston  he  moved  into  town  and 
became  a director  and  vice  president,  and  now  for  a number  of  years 
has  directed  the  institution  as  its  president.  For  about  ten  years  he 
has  also  been  a director  of  the  Brookston  Building  and  Loan  Association. 
Mr.  Nagle  is  a republican,  in  Masonry  has  attained  thirty-two  degrees 
in  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  a member  of  Murat  Temple  of  the  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Indianapolis.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Phi  Delta 
Theta  college  fraternity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nagle  have  two  children : Ida 
Lois  and  John  Clifford.  Mrs.  Nagle  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Charles  Boeye.  One  of  the  well  improved  estates  of  White  County 
is  occupied  by  Charles  Boeye,  a hundred  acre  farm  in  Prairie  Township, 
where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  business  which  has  been  his  life- 
long pursuit,  that  of  diversified  agriculture. 

As  his  name  may  indicate,  Charles  Boeye  is  of  French  ancestry,  and 
was  born  in  that  country  May  11,  1847,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Augustine 
(Sordley)  Boeye.  His  father  died  in  France  and  in  1849  the  widowed 
mother  brought  her  little  family  to  the  United  States.,  The  voyage  by 
sailing  vessel  required  many  weeks.  She  located  near  Buffalo,  New 
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York,  and  soon  afterwards  married  John  Vincent.  She  died  in  Indiana 
more  than  forty  years  ago  and  is  buried  in  Allen  County. 

It  was  during  the  winter  of  1855-56  that  Charles  Boeye  first  became 
acquainted  with  White  County,  being  then  a hoy  of  about  eight  years. 
He  grew  up  and  was  supplied  with  some  of  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  of  that  time.  In  the  year  1866  he  located  on  the  farm  where 
he  has  resided  now  for  almost  half  a century.  He  has  been  thrifty  and 
hard  working  and  has  managed  his  affairs  so  that  for  a number  of 
years  he  has  been  able  to  look  into  the  future  without  dread.  A number 
of  years  ago  he  did  a considerable  business  in  the  raising  of  Shorthorn 
cattle,  but  now  confines  his  attention  to  the  simple  branches  of  agri- 
culture. 

In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  has  served  as  township  supervisor. 
Mr.  Boeye  married  Martha  Alice  Cooley,  daughter  of  Calhoun  and  Eliza 
Cooley.  Calhoun  Cooley  came  to  White  County  from  Montgomery 
County  in  1849,  being  an  early  settler  and  pioneer  in  Prairie  Township. 
Mrs.  Boeye  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family  of  five  children.  To  their 
union  was  horn  one  daughter,  Grace,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  J ohn  Draper 
and  they  live  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Boeye  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Brookston,  which  is  also  his  postoffice 
address. 

Silas  R.  Cowger,  M.  D.  After  forty-seven  years  of  continuous  prac- 
tice at  Monticello,  Dr.  Silas  R.  Cowger  is  one  of  the  best  known  physi- 
cians of  White  County.  He  is  a native  son  of  the  county,  hating  been 
horn  here  March  6,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  Susan 
(Bott)  Cowger. 

Doctor  Cowger ’s  parents  were  natives  of  Virginia,  who  migrated  to 
White  County  in  1832,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
the  father  being  a carpenter  and  farmer  and  the  owner  of  land  at  Monon. 
He  died  in  1862,  while  the  mother  survived  him  for  many  years,  and  both 
are  buried  at  Monon  Chapel  Graveyard.  Mr.  Cowger  took  a general 
interest  in  public  affairs,  although  never  an  office-seeker,  and  he  and  the 
mother  were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Of  their  eight 
children,  five  still  survive. 

Silas  R.  Cowger  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  White  County,  and  early  decided  upon  a career  in  medicine.  After 
thorough  preparation  he  engaged  in  practice  and  continued  therein  for 
five  years,  when  he  felt  the  need  of  further  training  and  accordingly 
entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  was  duly 
graduated  therefrom  in  1878,  and  at  once  returned  to  Monticello,  where 
he  has  since  built  up  a large  and  representative  practice.  He  is  a repub- 
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lican  in  his  political  views,  but  has  never  held  public  office  save  that  of 
member  of  the  board  of  health. 

Doctor  Cowger  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Maria  Ruland,  and  to 
this  union  there  has  been  born  one  son:  Clarence  R.  Mrs,  Cowger  is 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Henry  P.  Bennett.  Conspicuous  among  the  enterprising,  thrifty, 
and  progressive  men  who,  a generation  or  more  ago,  were  leaders  in 
the  business  circles  of  White  County,  was  Henry  P.  Bennett,  a man  of 
recognized  ability  and  Avorth.  A native  of  Virginia,  he  was  born,  March 
15,  1815,  in  Barbour  County,  and  was  there  bred  and  educated. 

A youth  of  fine  physique  and  broad  mental  capacity,  Mr.  Bennett 
began  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account  as  soon  as  he  attained  his 
majority,  having  just  previous  to  that  time  taken  unto  himself  a wife, 
his  marriage  with  Phoebe  Hudkins  having  been  recorded  in  1835.  In 
1854,  being  strongly  impelled  by  the  restive  American  spirit  that  led 
so  many  to  seek  new  locations  in  the  wild  lands  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  following  the  emigrant’s 
trail  to  Fulton  County,  where  he  bought  land,  and  for  several  years 
continued  his  agricultural  work. 

Coming  to  White  County  in  1869,  Mr.  Bennett  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  opening  in  Monticello  a grocery  store,  which  he  operated 
successfully  for  many  years,  having  built  up  a large  and  highly  remun- 
erative patronage  in  this  part  of  the  county,  where  he  was  well  and 
widely  known.  Mr.  Bennett  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  held 
the  office  until  his  death,  in  1889.  He  was  an  able  business  man,  and 
through  judicious  investments  accumulated  considerable  wealth,  his  real 
estate  including  valuable  farming  property  in  the  O’Connor  Addition 
to  Monticello.  Politically  he  upheld  the  principles  of  the  democratic 
party,  and  religiously  he  was  a life-long  Methodist,  and  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  old  church  in  the  north  end  of  town. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Bennett,  as  previously  stated, 
was  Phoebe  Hudkins.  To  them  ten  children  were  born,  namely : Frank- 
lin, deceased,  fought  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war;  Roanna 
M.,  deceased,  married  Michael  Hogan;  James  R.,  deceased,  served 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  Civil  war  as  a soldier;  Edwin  L., 
deceased;  Miranda  J.,  widow  of  Richard  H.  Singer;  Mary  F.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Ross;  Johnson  L., *now  a resident  of  Illinois ; 
Prudence,  widow  of  John  A.  Rothrock,  of  Indianapolis;  Sarah  Etta, 
died  in  infancy;  and  Robert  P.,  living  in  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Bennett  sur- 
vived her  husband  for  many  years. 
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William  Turnipseed.  One  of  the  men  who  lived  lives  of  broad  use- 
fulness and  service  in  White  County  was  the  late  William  Turnipseed, 
who  died  April  10,  1908.  He  was  then  in  the  prime  of  his  years,  having 
been  born  June  19,  1849,  in  Illinois.  His  parents  were  David  and  Sarah 
(Turnipseed)  Turnipseed,  the  family  being  of  German  and  Dutch  de- 
scent. They  located  in  White  County  many  years  before  the  war,  and 
the  name  has  been  almost  continuously  identified  with  Liberty  Township 
since  that  time.  David  Turnipseed  and  wife  are  now  at  rest  in  the 
Hughes  Cemetery.  Of  their  seven  children  three  are  still  living,  James, 
David  and  Martha. 

The  late  AYilliam  Turnipseed  was  educated  in  White  County,  and 
when  still  a boy  began  life  for  himself.  He  was  a farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  took  a wholesome  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his  enterprise  was 
represented  by  the  accumulation  of  a good  farm  of  sixty  acres,  upon 
which  he  had  labored  industriously  until  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was 
a democrat  in  politics  and  served  as  a road  supervisor.  He  had  no 
affiliations  with  church  or  lodges. 

On  December  23,  1876,  Mr.  Turnipseed  married  Miss  Annie  E.  Har- 
vey, daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amanda  (Ward)  Harvey.  To  their  union 
were  born  eight  children:  Rosa;  Joseph;  David;  Oral,  who  died  August 
31,  1885 ; Fred  J.,  who  died  April  30,  1889 ; Lacie ; Ola ; and  Minnie. 

Mrs.  Turnipseed  was  born  October  8,  1857,  in  Prairie  Township  of 
White  County,  and  was  one  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Joseph  Harvey,  one  of  her  brothers,  was  born  January  17,  1860,  and 
died  October  18,  1873. 

Curtis  D.  Meeker.  A business  man  and  citizen  whose  activities  con- 
tinued through  more  than  thirty  years  have  given  him  a prominent  place 
in  White  County,  Curtis  D.  Meeker  is  a man  who  has  believed  in  and 
practiced  the  gospel  of  self-help,  has  never  asked  for  any  opportunity 
except  that  of  hard  work,  and  has  been  a diligent,  public  spirited  and 
thoroughly  progressive  member  of  the  community. 

Curtis  D.  Meeker  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  August  31,  1857,  a 
sou  of  Charles  A.  and  Sarah  (Curtis)  Meeker.  Both  parents  were  born 
in  Ohio  and  are  now  deceased,  the  family  came  to  Indiana  in  1862  and 
resided  in  Winamac.  Curtis  D.  Meeker  removed  to  Monticello  in  1871 
with  his  mother  and  younger  brothers.  Of  the  seven  children  four  lived 
to  maturity,  and  the  survivors  are  Curtis  D.  and  Benjamin  D.,  the 
latter  a citizen  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Curtis  D.  Meeker  finished  his  schooling  after  coming  to  White  County. 
For  eleven  years  he  was  employed  in  Doctor  Spencer’s  drug  store  at  Mon- 
ticello, and  in  1888  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business.  That  has 
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been  his  line  of  enterprise  for  the  past  quarter  of  a century,  though  the 
years  from  1895  to  1900  were  largely  spent  in  Indianapolis.  Mr.  Meeker 
is  an  all  around  lumberman  and  knows  a tree  from  the  stump  to  the 
finished  product.  He  was  president  of  the  Retail  Lumber  Dealers  As- 
sociation of  Indiana  in  1913,  and  through  the  recommendation  of  this 
body  was  appointed  by  Governor  Ralston  a member  of  the  Indiana 
State  Board  of  Forestry.  Mr.  Meeker  now  has  a large  business  incor- 
porated as  a stock  company. 

On  May  3,  1882,  Curtis  D.  Meeker  married  Gertrude  Spencer,  whose 
father,  Dr.  Wm.  Spencer,  was  one  of  the  prominent  old  residents  of 
Monticello.  Of  their  five  children,  three  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Mabel 
Beardsley  of  Michigan ; Mrs.  Harriet  Turner  of  Indianapolis ; and  Fred 
William,  who  is  attending  high  school  in  Monticello. 

Mr.  Meeker  has  been  active  in  public  affairs,  a lifelong  republican, 
was  elected  city  clerk  in  1881,  was  president  of  the  school  board  in  1893, 
was  a member  of  the  city  council  in  1902,  and  served  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature during  the  sessions  of  1905  and  1907.  Mr.  Meeker  is  a Lodge 
and  Chapter  Mason,  and  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  church  home  is  the 
Presbyterian. 

John  Graves.  A life-long  resident  of  White  County,  John  Graves 
comes  from  substantial  pioneer  stock,  his  father,  James  Graves,  having 
been  an  early  settler  of  Monon  Township,  and  for  many  years  intimately 
associated  with  the  promotion  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  his  neigh- 
borhood. He  was  bora,  April  18,  1847,  on  the  old  Sheets  farm,  in 
Monon  Township,  being  the  oldest  child  of  the  parental  household  now 
living. 

James  Graves  was  born  and  reared  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  grew  to  man’s  estate.  In  1838  he  came  with  his  wife  to  Monon  Town- 
ship, White  County,  moving  here  from  Tippecanoe  County,  where  he 
had  spent  the  previous  year,  making  the  journey  from  Ohio  to  this 
state  with  teams.  Taking  up  a tract  of  wild  land,  he  improved  a farm 
of  eighty  acres,  and  continued  his  residence  in  Monon  Township  until 
his  death,  January  6,  1873.  He  married,  in  Ohio,  Christina  Potter,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  eight  children  that  brightened  their 
union  but  three  are  now,  in  1915,  living,  as  follows:  John;  James;  and 
Mrs.  Catherine  Culp,  of  White  County.  The  mother  lived  to  a good  old 
age,  dying  January  26,  1894,  and  being  buried  beside  her  husband,  in 
Monon  Chapel. 

Receiving  a substantial  common  school  education,  John  Graves,  who 
was  a wide-awake,  industrious  youth,  started  in  life  for  himself  when 
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but  eighteen  years  of  age,  embarking  in  business  as  a cattle  dealer. 
Subsequently  investing  in  land,  he  carried  on  farming  and  stock-growing 
until  about  1905,  when  he  moved  tp  Monon,  where  he  has  since  lived, 
retired,  practically,  from  agricultural  pursuits,  although  he  farms  some 
with  his  son,  and  performs  such  odd  tasks  as  come  his  way.  He,  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  is  identified  with  the  democratic 
party,  but  has  never  sought  political  favors. 

Mr.  Graves  married,  October  17,  1869,  Susan  Webb,  daughter  of  John 
and  Martha  (Long)  Webb,  who  came  from  Wabash  County  to  White 
County  in  the  early  ’50s,  settling  in  Monon  Township.  Eight  children 
have  been  born  into  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves,  namely: 
Lilly,  wife  of  Louis  Cooley;  Jesse,  of  Pulaski  County;  Martha,  wife  of 
Tom  Newbold;  Rosie,  who  married  Edward  Rogers,  died  in  early  woman- 
hood; Mary,  deceased.;  Samuel,  engaged  in  farming;  Asa,  a traveling 
salesman;  and  Clyde,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Monon. 

Henry  Lane  Murray.  On  the  6th  of  June,  1909,  death  took  away 
from  the  active  citizenship  of  White  County  Henry  Lane  Murray,  after 
nearly  seventy  years  of  continuous  residence  in  the  neighborhood  five 
miles  east  of  Monon  where  he  was  born.  At  the  funeral  service,  con- 
ducted under  the  impressive  Masonic  ceremonies  and  those  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post,  his  pastor  chose  as  the  text  of  the  discourse  the  words — - 
“And  what  shall  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly  and  to  love 
mercy  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ? ’ ’ One  of  the  best  tributes 
that  could  be  made  to  human  life  was  the  affirmative  answer  that  could 
be  returned  to  the  questions  of  these  Old  Testament  words.  The  late 
Mr.  Murray  during  all  his  life  sought  to  do  justice  and  exercise  mercy 
in  his  relations  with  himself,  his  family  and  his  community,  and  in  the 
commonplace  and  humble  walks  of  life  found  such  opportunities  for 
real  service  as  to  make  his  character  and  influence  a blessing  to  all 
those  around  him. 

The  Murray  family  has  been  identified  with  White  County  since 
pioneer  times.  Henry  L.  Murray  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  spent 
almost  his  entire  career,  September  16,  1840,  and  was  a son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Kenton)  Murray.  His  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  noted 
Simon  Kenton,  a frontiersman  in  the  Ohio  Valley  whose  fame  rests 
secure  in  early  history  and  whose  name  is  perpetuated  in  one  of  the 
thriving  cities  of  Ohio.  Daniel  Murray  came  to  White  County  about 
four  years  before  the  birth  of  his  son  Henry,  and  paid  $1,000  for 
800  acres  of  land,  a portion  of  which  the  late  Henry  Murray  long 
occupied  as  a farm.  Daniel  Murray  was  the  father  of  a large  family 
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of  children,  and  among  them  were  five  sons,  Marshall,  Wallace,  Lewis, 
George  and  Henry,  all  of  whom  went  from  White  County  to  serve  the 
Union  cause  during  the  Civil  war.  Few  families  performed  a greater 
sacrifice  for  the  preservation  of  their  country’s  integrity  than  the  Mur- 
rays. The  last  survivor  of  these  militant  brothers  was  Wallace  Murray, 
who  at  the  time  of  his  brother  Henry ’s  death  was  past  eighty  years  of  age 
and  living  in  Oklahoma. 

The  late  Henry  Murray  was  in  his  twenty-first  year  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  at  Lincoln’s  call  for  75,000  volunteers  he  at  once 
joined  the  band  of  young  men  who  had  been  hastily  organized 
at  Rensselaer  by  Captain,  afterwards  Major-General  Milroy.  This  com- 
pany went  across  the  country  overland  to  Monon,  and  there  took  cars 
for  Indianapolis  to  be  mustered  in.  At  Clark’s  Hill  Henry  was  detained 
by  the  accidental  death  of  his  cousin  John  Brown,  who  fell  under  the 
wheels  of  the  cars  and  whose  death  is  thought  to  have  been  the  first 
that  befell  any  enlisted  man  in  the  Union  service.  Mr.  Murray  returned 
home  with  the  body  of  his  cousin,  and  after  the  funeral  went  to  the 
camp  at  Indianapolis  to  join  Company  G.  There  he  found  three  of  his 
older  brothers  members  of  other  regiments  and  they  persuaded  him  to 
return  home  to  care  for  their  widowed  mother  and  it  was  so  arranged. 
For  this  reason  he  did  not  get  into  the  three  months’  service.  However, 
on  the  reorganization  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry  at  LaPorte  in 
August,  1861,  for  the  three  years’  service,  two  of  his  brothers  having 
returned  home,  Henry  Murray  then  enlisted  in  Company  B,  and  re- 
mained with  that  command  until  January,  1863,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  on  account  of  a wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg 
Landing.  It  was  in  the  second  day ’s  fight  at  Shiloh  that,  he  was  severely 
wounded,  but  after  recovering  at  the  hospital  he  was  on  duty  until 
discharged.  The  Ninth  Regiment  made  a notable  record  in  the  war 
and  lost  from  wounds  and  sickness  more  than  350  men.  Mr.  Murray 
was  in  several  important  engagements  and  was  given  the  post  of  honor 
as  an  escort  on  General  Nelson’s  staff  for  bravery  at  the  battle  of 
Perrysville. 

When  he  returned  from  the  army  his  health  was  almost  wrecked  by 
wounds  and  exposure,  and  it  was  some  time  before  he  was  able  to  take 
active  charge  of  his  business  as  a farmer.  After  that  for  more  than  forty 
years  he  lived  in  the  locality  where  he  was  born,  prospered  in  his  agri- 
cultural enterprise,  and  endeared  himself  to  the  entire  community  by 
his  upright  and  honorable  life.  He  was  a man  of  unusual  social  quali- 
ties, was  kindly  and  considerate  in  his  conduct,  and  had  a wide  circle 
of  loyal  and  devoted  friends.  In  February,  1883,  he  was  appointed 
trustee  of  Monon  Township  to  fill  a vacancy  and  was  afterwards  twice 
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elected  to  the  same  office.  He  gave  an  excellent  account  of  liis  admin- 
istration as  trustee.  On  July  22,  1865,  he  became  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  next  to  the  oldest  member 
of  the  Libanus  Lodge  of  Monticello.  He  was  also  a member  of  Tippe- 
canoe Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Monticello,  and  the  presence  of  these  two  organ- 
izations gave  additional  impressiveness  to  the  funeral  services. 

In  March,  1866,  Mr.  Murray  married  Emma  J.  Berkey,  daughter  of 
David  and  Rebecca  (Wilson)  Berkey.  She  died  September  6,  1877,  and 
of  the  seven  children  born  to  them  three  survived  their  father,  Frank, 
Jennie  and  Clara.  On  December  30,  1882,  Mr.  Murray  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Russell.  Mrs.  Murray  is  still  living  at  Monon,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage was  the  mother  of  four  children:  Charles,  Florence.  James  and 
Edward. 

George  R.  Clayton,  M.  D.  For  thirty-four  years  a practicing  phy- 
sician at  Monon,  the  life  of  Doctor  Clayton  has  been  a benefit  and  an  in- 
spiration to  the  people  of  his  community.  His  work  as  a physician  has 
long  made  him  a familiar  figure  in  that  part  of  White  County,  and  has 
been  of  an  order  eminently  calculated  to  bring  him  the  respect  and  love 
of  all,  and  in  those  qualities  his  life  has  been  richly  endowed. 

Dr.  George  R.  Clayton  was  born  April  20,  1854,  at  Pittsfield,  Illinois. 
His  parents  were  Thomas  C.  and  Margaret  (Carrier)  Clayton,  the  former 
a native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  Thomas  C.  Clayton 
was  a wagon  maker,  followed  that  trade  at  Pittsfield,  and  that  was  at 
a time  when  wagon  manufacturing  by  machinery  was  still  in  the  future, 
and  all  work  was  performed  by  hand.  During  the  Civil  war  epoch 
Thomas  C.  Clayton  was  a pronounced  Union  man.  and  in  the  section  of 
Illinois  where  he  lived  the  lines  of  opinion  were  tightly  drawn,  and  a 
man  of  pronounced  Lhnion  sentiments  was  likely  to  be  very  unpopular. 
During  the  war  he  became  provost  marshal  of  Pike  County  and  because 
of  his  official  activities  his  life  was  often  in  danger.  Listening  to  the 
entreaties  of  his  wife,  who  feared  for  his  safety,  in  1866  he  removed 
to  Hancock  County,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their 
days. 

It  was  in  Hancock  County  that  Doctor  Clayton  was  reared  to  man- 
hood. getting  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bowen.  After 
the  high  school  course  he  read  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  E. 
McNeall,  subsequently  took  one  term  of  lectures  in  the  Keokuk  Medical 
College  of  Iowa,  and  in  1879  entered  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine 
at  Louisville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  June  class  of  1880. 

Doctor  Clayton  has  had  an  active  membership  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion for  thirty-five  years.  He  began  his  practice  at  Donaldson,  Iowa, 
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in  the  spring-  of  1881  located  at  Rockfield,  Indiana,  and  in  the  following 
January  removed  to  Monon  and  entered  upon  the  practice  which  has 
kept  him  busied  down  to  the  present  time.  It  is  his  distinction  to  be 
now  the  third  oldest  physician  in  point  of  years  of  practice  in  White 
County.  He  has  been  both  a friend  and  physician  to  hundreds  of  fam- 
ilies, and  is  one  of  the  best  liked  men  in  White  County.  He  is  a member 
of  the  White  County  and  State  Medical  societies,  and  has  fraternal 
affiliations  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic 
order. 

On  January  17,  1882,  Doctor  Clayton  married  Nettie  E.  Sharrer, 
who  was  called  away  by  death  January  17,  1907,  on  her  twenty-fifth 
wedding  anniversary.  There  are  two  children : George  R.  Jr.,  a phy- 
sician at  Fowler,  but  formerly  was  in  practice  at  Monon.  Anna  Fay, 
the  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Firman  Thompson  of  Rensselaer,  Indiana. 
Dr.  Clayton  is  a republican,  having  cast  his  first  vote  in  that  party  for 
President  Hayes. 

James  P.  Gwin.  During  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years  probably  no 
citizen  of  Monon  has  been  more  diligent  at  his  business  and  has  worked 
with  better  results  to  all  concerned  than  James  P.  Gwin.  Mr.  Gwin 
is  a former  sheriff  of  White  County,  has  filled  practically  all  the  impor- 
tant offices  in  his  home  community  of  Monon,  and  when  his  official  duties 
have  not  interfered  has  had  an  almost  continuous  service  as  railway 
station  agent  for  the  Monon  Railway  Company  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years. 

James  P.  Gwin  was  born  at  Lanesville,  Harrison  County,  Indiana, 
January  6,  1854'.  He  was  one  of  a family  of  twelve  children,  and  there 
were  also  four  half  brothers  and  sisters,  but  of  the  children  of  his 
parents  only  two  are  now  living.  His  parents,  James  J.  and  America 
(Ellis)  Gwin,  were  both  natives  of  Harrison  County,  Indiana.  James 
J.  Gwin  was  a son  of  Thomas  Gwin,  a native  of  Virginia.  Thomas  Gwin 
was  a grandson  of  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  This  founder 
was  a Scotch  Highlander  and  a man  of  considerable  means  and  business 
enterprise,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  the  owner  of  a ship. 
During  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  he  loaded  this  vessel 
with  merchandise,  and  on  it  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  one  of  the  American 
colonies  with  the  intention  of  making  his  future  home  on  this  side  of 
the  ocean.  About  that  time  or  a little  later  the  colonies  proclaimed 
their  independence  from  England,  and  in  order  to  secure  means  to  carry 
on  the  war  the  new  government  requisitioned  both  the  ship  and  its 
goods.  This  was  a hardship  undoubtedly  on  the  new  colonist,  but  he 
acquiesced  in  the  imperative  nature  of  the  situation,  and  thus  received 
his  baptism  as  a loyal  subject  of  the  new  republic. 
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James  J.  Gwin,  father  of  James  P.,  was  a blacksmith  and  farmer,  and 
a man  of  no  little  distinction.  For  two  years  he  was  in  the  American 
army  in  the  war  against  Mexico.  In  April,  1854,  he  removed  from 
Harrison  County  to  White  County  and  improved  the  Governor  Willard 
farm,  four  miles  west  and  two  miles  north  of  Brookston.  He  later 
bought  a tract  of  land  five  miles  east  of  Brookston  on  the  Tippecanoe 
River,  improved  that,  and  lived  there  about  seven  years.  This  property 
was  then  traded  for  half  a section  of  land  six  miles  west  and  two  miles 
north  of  Brookston,  and  his  home  was  there  twelve  years.  The  re- 
mainder of  his  days  were  spent  in  quiet  retirement  from  the  active 
cares  of  life  at  Battleground,  and  he  died  there  in  January,  1883.  His 
widow  died  at  Fair  Oaks,  Indiana,  in  1899.  James  J.  Gwin  during  his 
residence  in  Harrison  County  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace.  A man 
of  but  limited  scholastic  training,  he  had  a fine  mind,  and  was  a mathe- 
matician of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  It  was  his  nature  to  make  up 
his  mind  slowly,  but  when  once  convinced  of  the  right  he  was  almost 
insuperable  in  maintaining  his  position.  He  was  kind  in  his  family, 
neighborly  in  his  intercourse  with  his.  fellow  men,  just  in  all  his  relations 
with  life  and  commanded  universal  respect.  There  were  few  men  of 
his  generation  who  read  more  and  with  better  judgment,  and  he  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  informed  citizens  of  White  County. 

James  P.  Gwin  has  spent  sixty-one  years  of  his  life  as  a resident  of 
White  County.  He  was  three  months  old  when  his  father  came  to  this 
locality,  grew  to  manhood  here,  acquiring  his  early  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  finishing  in  the  high  school  at  Battleground.  His 
life  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  was  spent  on  a farm.  As  a means  of 
introducing  him  to  a field  of  larger  opportunity  he  then  learned  teleg- 
raphy, and  entered  upon  his  career  as  a railway  man.  In  June,  1877, 
Mr.  Gwin  was  made  railroad  agent  and  telegraph  operator  at  Monon, 
and  Monon  has  practically  ever  since  been  his  home. 

In  1882  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Monon  Township,  but  resigned  that 
office  about  a year  later.  The  people  of  White  County  in  the  fall  of 
1888  elected  him  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  after  one  term  of  two  years, 
he  was  re-elected,  and  gave  four  years  to  the  duties  of  one  of  the  most 
important  offices  in  county  government.  While  sheriff  he  was  of  course 
a resident  of  Monticello.  On  the  expiration  of  his  official  term  he  re- 
sumed his  railway  work  at  Monon,  and  has  continued  faithfully  and 
efficiently  to  act  as  a medium  of  service  between  the  railway  company 
and  the  general  public. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gwin  is  an  active  democrat.  He  is  a Knight  Templar 
Mason,  belongs  to  the  encampment  degree  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  On 
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October  17,  1878,  be  married  Miss  Jennie  McManus,  who  died  June  17, 
1881,  and  both  his  children  died  in  infancy.  On  September  21,  1882, 
Mr.  Gwin  married  Miss  Martha  Alice  Funderburg.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children:  Myrtie  Alvene,  wife  of  Claude  C.  Wright; 
Carrie  Ethel,  wife  of  Nelson  B.  Reed;  and  David  Monroe,  who  is  an 
accomplished  musician,  now  in  his  twenty-third  year. 

For  fifteen  years  Mr.  Gwin  was  a member  of  the  Monon  School  Board, 
and  during  that  time  the  present  school  building,  which  cost  $18,000, 
was  erected.  In  1907  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Monon,  and  has  served  as  such 
to  the  present  time,  a term  marked  by  the  erection  of  the  handsome 
Methodist  Church  now  used  by  the  congregation  in  Monon.  In  1912 
he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  Monon  Library  Board,  and  during 
his  term  the  present  Carnegie  Library  Building  was  arranged  for  and 
completed.  Thus  in  every  way  his  life  has  been  identified  with  con- 
structive service. 

William  A.  McPherson.  The  rewards  attainable  in  a life  of  in- 
dustry and  consecutive  effort,  are  illustrated  in  the  career  of  William 
A.  McPherson,  now  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  Monticello 
and  Monon.  When  he  entered  upon  his  career  he  was  only  a lad,  and 
was  compelled  to  accept  such  employment  as  was  offered,  but  he  sturdily 
and  independently  worked  his  way  upward  until  now  he  is  the  occupant 
of  a position  of  prominence  in  the  business  world  of  White  County,  and 
is  accumulating  the  material  emoluments  that  accompany  such  distinc- 
tion. 

Mr.  McPherson  was  born  near  Hamilton,  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tario, Canada,  August  21,  1872,  and  is  one  of  two  living  children  in  a 
family  of  three  born  to  the  marriage  of  Robert  McPherson  and  Elizabeth 
(Knowles)  McPherson,  the  former  a native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter 
of  Canada.  Robert  McPherson  died  in  1879,  while  his  widow  survived 
him  for  many  years,  passing  away  in  1905.  William  A.  McPherson, 
after  his  father’s  death,  went  to  the  public  schools  to  a limited  extent 
and  made  his  home  for  a time  with  his  mother  who  had  remarried.  At 
twelve  years  of  age  he  began  working  on  a farm,  subsequently  took  a 
position  in  a sawmill,  and  for  a time  accepted  any  honorable  employ- 
ment that  would  attain  him  fhe  means  with  which  to  keep  body  and  soul 
together.  He  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  baker,  a vocation  which  he  followed  during  the  next  twenty 
years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1892,  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
located  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  lived  for  a couple  of  years,  then 
going  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  later  to  many  other  large  cities  of 
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the  Union.  During  the  period  that  he  worked  as  a journeyman  baker. 
Mr.  McPherson  visited  three  countries,  and  in  the  United  States  has 
been  in  twenty-six  states.  He  took  out  his  first  papers  of  citizenship 
in  Minnesota,  in  1894,  and  his  final  papers  were  granted  him  at  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana,  in  1900. 

At  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  McPherson  was  married  January  25, 
1894,  to  Miss  Anne  Kletske,  and  in  1902  they  came  to  White  County, 
Indiana.  For  the  .two  years  following  Mr.  McPherson  worked  at  his 
trade  at  Brookston,  but  in  1904  moved  to  Monon,  which  has  continued 
to  be  his  home  ever  since.  Plere  he  started  working  at  his  trade,  sub- 
sequently began  buying  cream  from  the  farmers  of  the  locality,  and 
thus  started  handling  butter.  Gradually  he  drifted  into  manufacturing 
ice  cream,  and  when  this  business  assumed  large  proportions  turned  his 
entire  attention  thereto.  Later  Mr.  McPherson  added  the  manufacture 
of  soda  water  and  bottling  thereof,  a side  line  which  has  also  met  with 
satisfactory  success.  In  December,  1913,  he  established  an  ice  cream 
factory  at  Monticello,  and  a year  later  added  there  the  bottling  of  milk. 
In  pursuance  of  the  latter  enterprise,  Mr.  McPherson  first  standardizes 
his  milk,  then  cleans  it  of  all  impurities  by  centrifugal  force,  then  bottles 
it,  and  finally  the  milk  is  sterilized  and  pasteurized,  thus  going  to  the 
consumer  in  an  absolutely  pure  condition.  In  preparing  all  of  his  prod- 
ucts for  the  market,  Mr.  McPherson  has  instituted  “cleanliness  and 
purity”  as  a motto,  and  this  has  become  generally  known  by  the  public, 
which  perhaps  is  the  chief  reason  for  the  success  which  he  has  attained 
within  a few  short  years,  Mr.  McPherson  is  well  known  in  fraternal 
circles,  being  a member  of  the  American  Yeomen,  the  Tent  and  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Traveling 
Men’s  Protective  Association.  In  his  political  belief  Mr.  McPherson  is 
an  independent  republican.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children : Bernita, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  Hands,  Jr.,  of  Monon;  and  Miss  Frances,  who 
resides  with  her  parents.  All  the  members  of  the  family  are  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

John  G.  Brown.  A little  more  than  twenty  years  ago  a young 
Illinois  farmer,  burdened  with  debt  and  with  the  responsibilities  of  a 
family,  arrived  in  White  County.  With  uncompromising  earnestness  he 
faced  difficulties  that  would  have  discouraged  many  persons.  To  day 
John  G.  Brown  is  one  of  the  honored  and  successful  men  of  the  county, 
owns  a valuable  farm  immediately  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Monon,  has 
been  repeatedly  honored  with  public  office,  and  is  a former  member  of 
the  State  Legislature. 
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In  Ford  County,  Illinois,  John  G.  Brown  was  born  May  11,  1865. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Catherine  (Hunt)  Brown,  the  former  a 
native  of  Union  County,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  of  Union  County,  Ohio. 
The  Browns  are  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  both  parents  are  now 
deceased.  John  Brown  was  an  Illinois  farmer  and  died  in  August,  1873. 
He  was  the  father  of  ten  children  and  at  his  death  left  his  widow  with 
the  care  of  eight,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  mother  was  a woman 
of  great  strength  of  character  and  by  her  self-sacrificing  efforts  kept  her 
family  together  and  reared  them  to  worthy  parts  in  the  world,  where 
they  have  since  been  a credit  to  her  love  and  instruction.  She  was  a 
Christian  woman,  living  the  life  as  Christ  taught,  and  reared  her  chil- 
dren to  tell  the  truth,  to  live  clean,  upright  lives  and  to  love  the  works 
of  the  Almighty.  Her  death  occurred  in  April,  1912. 

Eight  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  John  G.  Brown  began  strug- 
gling with  the  problems  of  life  at  an  early  age.  He  shared  the  burdens 
of  the  household,  and  remained  with  his  mother  until  reaching  manhood. 
On  September  15,  1887,  he  assumed  new  responsibilities  by  his  marriage 
to  Lizzie  Jones.  They  began  housekeeping  on  a rented  farm,  finally 
Mr.  Brown  moved  to  Hoopeston,  Illinois,  where  he  conducted  a livery 
and  seed  store.  His  arrival  in  White  County,  Indiana,  was  in  the  fall 
of  1892.  At  that  time  his  family  consisted  of  his  wife  and  two  children, 
and  to  offset  a debt  of  six  hundred  dollars  he  had  only  a wagon  and 
team  and  a few  household  goods.  Strong,  self  reliant  and  industrious, 
he  was  able  to  acquire  forty  acres  of  land  on  credit,  and  with  that  started 
out  to  make  a success  as  a White  County  farmer.  For  a number  of  years 
Mr.  Brown  handled  real  estate  and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  a large 
number  of  solid  and  substantial  farming  people  to  White  County.  In 
this  connection  few  men  have  done  so  much  as  Mr.  Brown  in  the  im- 
provement and  betterment  of  the  community.  No  worthy  enterprise  in 
the  past  twenty  years  has  been  launched  but  what  he  has  been  one  of 
its  supporters.  His  prosperity  is  now  indicated  by  the  ownership  of 
235  acres  in  his  homestead,  and  he  also  has  200  acres  of  pasture  land. 
He  has  lived  on  his  farm  close  to  Monon  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  Mr. 
Brown  has  been  an  extensive  raiser,  buyer  and  seller  of  stock,  shipping 
to  Indianapolis  and  Chicago. 

Through  all  his  privations  and  successes  his  ablest  source  of  help  and 
encouragement  was  his  wife.  They  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children 
and  those  that  lived  have  had  the  benefit  of  a good  home  and  excellent 
advantages  both  in  the  home  circle  and  in  the  schools.  The  names  of 
these  children  are : Gladys,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three ; Reva  C.,  wife 
of  Edward  L.  Lowe  of  Monon  Township  ; Bonnie  E. ; Archie  D. ; Vera  F. ; 
Gail  W. ; Floyd  J. ; Galena;  Nellie,  who  died  in  infancy;  Deward  D. ; 
and  Helen  May. 
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The  public  activities  of  Mr.  Brown  have  been  largely  directed  through 
the  avenue  of  the  republican  party  in  which  political  faith  he  was  reared, 
and  he  has  been  a strong  advocate  for  all  that  is  best  in  its  principles 
and  policies.  At  the  same  time  he  is  a man  of  conviction  who  does  not 
hesitate  to  condemn  what  he  does  not  approve.  His  fellow  townsmen 
speak  highly  of  his  service  of  four  years  as  trustee  of  Monon  Township. 
The  efficiency  with  which  he  administered  that  office  gave  him  strong 
support  and  in  1908  he  became  a candidate  for  the  lower  house  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  two  years  later  he  was  re-elected  to  that  position. 
In  1911  Governor  Marshall  appointed  him  a member  of  the  Industrial 
and  Agricultural  Commission,  and  in  the  work  of  that  state  board  he 
gained  considerable  prominence.  Such  in  brief  is  the  record  of  one  of 
the  men  who  are  especially  loyal  to  White  County  as  the  scene  of  their 
successful  endeavors  in  the  world  and  whom  the  people  esteem  in  accord- 
ance with  his  achievements. 

Ambrose  T.  Brown.  A certain  quality  of  vigorous  enterprise  seems 
characteristic  of  this  branch  of  the  Brown  family,  and  all  of  the  name 
who  have  been  identified  with  White  County  have  been  distinguished 
for  an  ability  to  rise  above  the  level  of  early  circumstances,  to  acquire 
and  direct  large  farming  and  stock  raising  interests,  and  to  make  them- 
selves influential  and  forceful  factors  in  the  community.  Ambrose  T. 
Brown  came  to  this  county  a little  more  than  twenty  years  a, go  and 
could  very  properly  have  been  called  a poor  man.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  principal  farmers  and  stock  buyers  of  the  Monon  community. 

A native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  in  Ford  County,  June  30,  1869,  a 
son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Hunt)  Brown.  An  older  son  of  the  same 
family  is  Hon.  John  G.  Brown,  who  has  gained  a high  position  in  White 
County  both  through  his  business  as  a farmer  and  in  public  affairs. 
When  Ambrose  T.  Brown  was  four  years  of  age  his  father  died,  and  he 
was  one  of  eight  children  left  to  the  care  of  their  widowed  mother. 
Undoubtedly  this  fine  Christian  mother  should  receive  a large  share  of 
credit  for  the  success  which  lias  followed  the  careers  of  her  children. 
Her  teaching  left  an  impress  for  good  on  them  which  has  alwTays  re- 
mained a dominant  influence  in  their  lives.  As  soon  as  reaching  the 
requisite  age  Ambrose  T.  Brown  attended  the  district  schools  in  Illinois, 
and  also  performed  his  share  of  the  household  duties.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  he  was  formally  started  upon  his  self-supporting  career  in  the- 
employ  of  a neighboring  farmer,  at  very  small  monthly  wages.  He 
continued  to  live  with  this  farmer,  Theodore  Morris,  in  Vermilion  county, 
Illinois,  for  a period  of  seven  years,  and  his  wages  were  gradually  ad- 
vanced until  his  stipend  amounted  to  $22  per  month.  At  the  age  of 
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nineteen,  with  his  accumulated  experience  and  demonstrated  industry, 
he  started  out  on  his  own  account,  renting  land  from  his  former  em- 
ployer. In  that  way  he  continued  for  the  next  five  years  and  accumu- 
lated a very  modest  capital. 

Mr.  Brown  arrived  in  White  County,  Indiana,  in  the  spring  of  1893. 
His  brother  John  G.  had  come  in  the  previous  fall.  With  another 
brother  Brasier  H.,  he  bought  the  Robert  Little  farm,  five  and  one-half 
miles  northeast  of  Monon.  That  was  his  home  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  sold  his  interests  and  bought  the  land  west  of 
Monon  on  which  his  brother  John  G.  had  first  lived  on  coming  to  White 
County.  Still  later  Mr.  Brown  moved  to  the  Curtis  farm,  east  of 
Monon,  which  consisted  of  nearly  1,000  acres  and  which  he  operated 
for  seven  years  on  the  shares.  During  that  time  he  was  one  of  the 
largest  stock  raisers  in  White  County.  In  1908  Mr.  Brown  moved  to 
his  present  home,  and  there  has  devoted  his  attention  primarily  to  farm- 
ing, stock  raising  and  buying  and  the  dairying  industry.  His  estate  now 
comprises  about  400  acres  of  valuable  land.  Few  men,  starting  with 
nothing,  have  so  much  to  show  for  their  efforts  at  the  end  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  years. 

On  February  27,  1895,  Mr.  Brown  married  Margaret  E.  Olentine, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Applegate)  Olentine,  who  were  sub- 
stantial farming  people  of  Vermilion  County,  Illinois.  When  Richard 
Olentine  died  near  Monon  February  4,  1912,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven, 
his  was  the  first  death  to  break  a family  circle  of  eight  children  and 
more  than  a score  of  grandchildren.  Mr.  Olentine  and  wife  had  lived 
together  fifty-two  years.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were 
born  five  children : Ruth,  Ora  B.,  Curtis  M.,  Kenneth  P.  and  Donald  L. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  take  great  pride  in  their  home  and  endeavor  to 
give  their  children  the  best  of  advantages  in  preparation  for  lives  of 
usefulness.  Mr.  Brown  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  they  enjoy  a large  social  acquaintance  in  the  Monon 
district. 

Oscar  Watson.  Not  only  is  consistency  conserved  but  there  is  spe- 
cial satisfaction  involved  in  being  able  to  present  in  this  publication 
individual  record  concerning  so  appreciable  a quota  of  the  representative 
agriculturists  of  White  County,  and  to  such  recognition  Mr.  Watson 
is  specially  entitled,  as  he  is  known  and  honored  as  one  of  the  sterling 
citizens  and  progressive  farmers  of  Monon  Township,  where  his  well 
improved  homestead  of  140  acres  is  situated  in  section  20,  the  entire 
area  of  the  farm  being  available  for  effective  cultivation. 

Mr.  Watson  takes  pride  in  claiming  Indiana  as  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
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it y and  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1864,  a son 
of  William  A.  and  Susanna  (Manus)  Watson.  The  lineage  of  the  Wat- 
son family  traces  back  to  staunch  German  origin  and  representatives  of 
the  name  came  to  the  United  States  several  generations  ago.  William 
R.  Watson,  grandfather  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  article,  was  a 
resident  of  the  historic  old  State  of  Virginia  until  his  removal  to  Indiana, 
where  he  became  a pioneer  settler  in  Clinton  County,  where  he  and  his 
wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  Clinton  County  William 
A.  Watson  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  strenuous  discipline  of 
the  pioneer  farm,  and  his  educational  advantages  were  those  afforded 
in  the  somewhat  primitive  schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  In  that 
county  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Susanna  Manus  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  Oscar,  of 
this  sketch,  being  the  eldest  of  the  number  and  the  names  of  the  others 
being  here  entered  in  respective  order  of  birth:  Harriet  Olive,  Mary 
Agnes,  Minnie  Ivy,  and  Sina.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother  was  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  in  July,  1907,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  a cemetery  in  Tipton  County.  William  A.  Watson  is  still  a resi- 
dent of  that  county,  has  devoted  virtually  his  entire  active  life  to  the 
basic  industry  of  agriculture  and  is  a man  whose  sterling  qualities  have 
ever  given  him  secure  place  in  popular  esteem.  He  achieved  prosperity 
through  his  operations  as  a farmer  and  stock-grower  and,  now  venerable 
in  years,  he  is  living  virtually  retired.  He  is  a stalwart  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  the  republican  party  and  as  a loyal  and  broad-minded  citizen 
has  ever  taken  a proper  interest  in  public  affairs,  especially  those  of  a 
local  order.  It  was  his  to  accord  valiant  service  as  a soldier  of  the 
Union  in  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  was  a member  of  the  Tenth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  his  continued  interest  in  his  old  comrades  is 
shown  by  his  affiliation  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Oscar  Watson  has  made  advancement  and  gained  definite  prosperity 
through  his  own  ability  and  well  ordered  efforts,  and  such  are  the  men 
who  are  not  alone  worthy  but  appreciative  of  success  with  a due 
conception  of  the  stewardship  that  success  involves,  so  that  he  is  natur- 
ally imbued  with  a spirit  of  liberality  and  is  essentially  loyal  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  civic  relations.  He  was  reared  to  adult  age  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  of  his  father  in  Clinton  County,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years  he  initiated  his  independent  career  as  a farmer  in 
that  county,  and  during  the  long  intervening  period  he  has  maintained 
his  appreciative  allegiance  to  the  fundamental  industries  of  agriculture 
and  stock-growing,  through  the  medium  of  which  he  has  won  success 
worthy  of  the  name  and  proved  himself  one  of  the  world’s  productive 
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workers,  the  while  he  has  not  permitted  himself  to  become  self-centered 
but  has  given  his  co-operation  in  the  furtherance  of  movements  and 
measures  projected  for  the  general  good  of  the  community.  Though 
farming  has  been  his  definite  vocation,  Mr.  Watson  has  shown  much 
energy  and  resourcefulness  in  other  lines  of  enterprise,  as  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  in  the  Village  of  Monon  and  for  a period 
of  about  fifteen  years  was  actively  concerned  with  real  estate  operations, 
in  which  line  he  developed  a substantial  and  important  business. 

Mr.  Watson  continued  his  residence  in  Tipton  County  until  1894, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  White  County  and  established  his  residence 
in  the  thriving  little  City  of  Monon,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  about  five  years,  as  previously  stated,  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  real  estate  business,  in  connection  with  which  he  has 
handled  a large  amount  of  farm  and  town  realty  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  purchased  his  present  homestead  farm  in  1905,  and  the  best 
voucher  for  the  effectiveness  of  the  work  he  has  accomplished  in  the 
improving  of  the  property  is  that  offered  by  the  statement  that  while 
he  purchased  the  land  at  the  rate  of  $37.50  an  acre  it  is  now  valued  at 
fully  $150  an  acre.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  400  acres  and  his 
entire  landed  estate  at  the  present  time  aggregates  300  acres,  all  in 
White  County. 

A stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  republican  party,  Mr.  Watson  has  taken 
a lively  interest  and  active  part  in  public  affairs  of  a local  order,  and 
he  served  six  years  as  a member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  Monon  Town- 
ship. He  is  not  formally  identified  with  any  religious  organization 
but  gives  liberal  support  to  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
zealous  member. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1886,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Watson 
to  Miss  Martha  Cline,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Ellis)  Cline,  of 
Tipton  County,  and  the  four  children  of  this  union  are : Minnie  Maude. 
Claude  D.,  Carl  W.  and  Roscoe.  The  only  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of 
Albert  G.  Hornbeck.  The  Village  of  Monon  continues  to  be  the  post- 
office  address  of  Mr.  Watson,  with  the  best  of  rural  delivery  service. 

George  R.  Rishling.  Well  may  this  publication  enter  memorial 
tribute  to  the  honored  citizen  who  left  so  worthy  an  impress  upon  the 
civic  and  industrial  history  of  White  County  as  did  the  late  George 
Robert  Rishling.  He  was  a native  son  of  the  county  and  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  its  sterling  pioneer  families,  where  his  parents  established 
their  home  in  the  late  ’30s  and  where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives, 
his  father  having  been  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  who  aided  in  the  early 
development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  section  of  the  state  and 
having  reclaimed  much  of  his  farm  from  the  forest  wilds. 
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Mr.  Rishling  was  born  in  Lee  Township,  Indiana,  on  the  16th  of 
August,  1842,  and  died  at  his  homestead  farm,  in  Monon  Township,  on 
the  25th  of  June,  1885.  He  was  reared  under  the  conditions  that  ob- 
tained in  the  pioneer  days  and  early  gained  fellowship  with  honest  toil 
and  endeavor,  in  connection  with  the  work  of  his  father’s  farm,  the 
while  he  did  not  neglect  the  somewhat  primitive  advantages  afforded  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  period,  his  having  been  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending one  of  the  old-time  log  schoolhouses,  the  equipment  of  which 
was  necessarily  of  rude  order  but  the  facilities  of  which  enabled  him 
to  lay  the  solid  foundation  for  the  broader  education  which  he  later 
acquired  under  the  direction  of  that  wisest  of  all  head-masters,  expe- 
rience. He  was  a son  of  Frederick  and  Emeline  (Overton)  Rishling,  and 
in  the  paternal  line  was  of  staunch  German  ancestry. 

Mr.  Rishling  continued  to  be  associated  with  the  work  of  the  home 
farm  during  the  period  of  his  vigorous  youth  and  in  the  meanwhile 
he  not  only  waxed  strong  in  mind  and  physique  but  also  found  his 
ambition  quickened  with  desire  for  independent  achievement.  His  en- 
tire active  career  was  devoted  to  the-  basic  industries  of  agriculture  and 
stock  growing  and  he  developed  one  of  the  excellent  farms  of  Monon 
Township,  the  same  comprising  160  acres  and  being  now  one  of  the 
valuable  places  of  the  county.  Mr.  Rishling  was  not  self-centered  but 
was  ever  ready  to  do  his  part  in  the  furtherance  of  those  measures  that 
tended  to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  the  community,  and  his  sterling 
attributes  of  character  gained  and  retained  him  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  men.  Though  he  never  sought  political  office  he 
accorded  a staunch  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  and  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 
widow  has  been  an  earnest  adherent  for  many  years. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1862,  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rishling  to  Miss  Jennie  R.  Culp, 
who  likewise  was  born  and  reared  in  Jasper  County,  where  she  had  con- 
tinued to  maintain  her  home  until  her  marriage  and  then  coming  to 
White  County  where  her  circle  of  friends  is  coincident  with  that  of  her 
acquaintances.  She  is  a daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Burton)  Culp, 
who  were  natives  of  the  historic  old  State  of  Virginia  and  who  came  to 
White  County  in  the  early  pioneer  days  when  Indians  were  still  much 
in  evidence  in  this  section  of  Indiana.  Her  father  reclaimed  a farm 
from  the  wilderness  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  honored  pioneer 
citizens  of  the  county  at  the  time  of  their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culp 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  living,  Wal- 
ter, John  and  Mrs.  Rishling.  Mrs.  Rishling  remained  on  the  homestead 
farm  after  the  death  of  her  husband  and  showed  much  business  ability 


HISTORY  OP  WHITE  COUNTY 


1019 


in  its  management,  in  which  she  had  the  effective  assistance  of  her  sons 
.until  they  established  homes  of  their  own.  In  1907  she  left  the  farm 
and  established  her  home  in  the  pleasant  little  City  of  Mon  on,  where 
she  has  an  attractive  residence  property,  the  while  she  continued  to 
retain  possession  of  the  farm,  which  she  rents  to  a desirable  tenant,  the 
place  being  endeared  to  her  by  the  gracious  associations  and  memories 
of  past  years.  With  her  still  remain  her  two  youngest  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rishling  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  one,  their  names  and  respective  dates  of  birth  being  here 
recorded:  Benjamin  F.,  August  16,  1864;  John  W.,  October  23,  1868; 
Lillie  M.,  September  1,  1870;  Albert  P.,  March  3,  1873;  Joseph  Edward, 
who  was  born  December  31,  1875,  and  whose  death  occurred  November 
13,  1880;  and  Rose  E.,  who  was  born  March  29,  1878. 

James  K.  Wilson.  The  Wilson  family  still  has  in  its  possession  the 
patent  to  a tract  of  land  on  section  22  in  what  is  now  Monon  Township, 
the  instrument  bearing  the  signature  of  Andrew  Jackson,  who  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  when  the  Wilsons  first  came  to  White  County. 
Few  families  have  lived  here  for  a longer  time,  and  none  with  a better 
reputation  for  usefulness  and  honor  as  citizens  and  individuals.  An 
immense  amount  of  work  and  improvement  has  been  accomplished  in 
White  County  during  the  last  eighty  years,  and  it  is  only  giving  honor 
where  honor  is  due  to  mention  so  far  as  possible  the  names  of  those 
early  comers  who  shared  most  of  the  dangers  and  privations  connected 
with  life  in  a new  country. 

The  founder  of  the  family  out  on  the  frontier  of  Northwest  Indiana 
was  William  Wilson,  who  came  from  Perry  County,  Ohio,  to  White 
County,  Indiana,  during  the  early  ’30s.  It  is  said  that  he  preceded  the 
rest  of  his  family  on  horseback  as  a prospector,  and  finally  settled  upon 
a location  in  what  is  now  Monon  Township.  There  he  entered  in  Oc- 
tober, 1834,  a tract  of  land  on  section  22  which  ultimately  became  the 
original  Wilson  home  in  White  County.  That  land,  now  a handsome 
farm,  is  only  a short  distance  east  of  the  present  site  of  Monon  Village. 
William  Wilson  brought  his  wife  to  this  new  home.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Yost.  They  built  a log  cabin,  and  that  wras  one  of  the  early 
homes  that  stood  in  Monon  Township,  while  all  the  surrounding  land 
was  in  the  same  condition  it  had  been  for  centuries.  William  Wilson 
and  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  Only  one  of 
them  is  still  living,  John  Y.  of  Frankfort,  Indiana.  William  Wilson 
died  more  than  half  a century  ago. 

A representative  of  this  old  and  well  known  family  of  White  County 
was  the  late  James  K.  Wilson,  a highly  honored  citizen,  whose  death  on 
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February  18,  1907,  was  the  result  of  a railroad  accident  at  Monon.  He 
was  the  fourth  of  the  children  of  his  parents  and  was  born  September 
18,  1844.  As  a boy  his  time  was  passed  to  some  extent  in  attending  the 
neighboring  school  and  in  helping  to  grub,  clear,  plant  and  harvest  after 
the  manner  and  customs  of  that  time.  On  his  youthful  mind  were  early 
impressed  two  cardinal  principles — industry  and  honesty.  These  were 
the  cornerstones  of  his  character,  and  they  won  him  the  esteem  of  all 
who  came  to  know  him.  He  also  possessed  a superior  order  of  practical 
intelligence,  and  became  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day  in  Monon 
Township.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat,  but  never  showed  any  desire 
to  hold  public  office.  While  called  upon  to  serve  in  minor  official  posi- 
tions he  was  naturally  modest  and  accepted  such  posts  only  from  a sense 
of  duty.  Charitable  in  his  views  and  acts  he  demanded  universal  respect 
by  reason  of  his  many  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  He  in- 
variably aided  all  benevolent  and  worthy  objects  when  called  upon. 
Probably  he  was  the  best  known  as  a superior  farmer.  He  took  great 
pride  in  the  management  of  his  land  and  other  interests,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  accumulated  347  acres,  comprising  some  of  the 
best  land  in  Monon  Township. 

On  January  20,  1870,  Mr.  Wilson  married  Mary  E.  Ward,  daughter 
of  Samuel  M.  Ward,  a prominent  old  timer  of  White  County  whose 
history  is  recorded  on  other  pages.  Since  the  death  of  her  honored 
husband  Mrs.  Wilson  has  lived  in  Monon.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children : Cora,  wife  of  William  H.  Hancock  of  Monon ; and  Nona,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Kent  of  Mulberry,  Indiana,  and  they  have  two 
children  named  Lily  E.  and  J.  W.  Kent,  these  being  the  grandchildren 
of  Mrs.  Wilson.  In  the  death  of  James  J.  Wilson  Monon  Township  was 
bereaved  of  one  of  its  finest  citizens,  and  everywhere  the  event  was  de- 
plored and  looked  upon  as  the  untimely  passing  of  one  whose  life  had 
been  extremely  useful  to  many  not  only  in  his  own  family  but  in  the 
community  in  general. 

Henry  Graham.  The  farming  community  of  Monon  Township  rec- 
ognizes a worthy  representative  in  Henry  Graham,  who  is  carrying  on 
farming  and  stock  raising  operations  on  a highly  cultivated  tract  of  180 
acres.  He  exercises  considerable  influence  in  the  community  and  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  its  most  reliable  men,  his  industrious,  temperate 
and  frugal  habits  having  gained  for  him  a competence  which  will  enable 
him  to  pass  his  declining  years  in  peace  and  comfort. 

Mr.  Graham  is  in  every  respect  a self-made  man.  He  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  born  on  a farm  in  Paulding  County,  October  13,  1853,  a son  of 
Reuben  and  Emma  (Hazen)  Graham.  When  he  was  an  infant  his 
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mother  died  and  he  was  taken  to  rear  by  his  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hazen.  When  the  Civil  war  came  on  his  father  enlisted  as  a private 
in  an  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  regiment,  and  died  in  the  service  of  the 
dag  for  which  he  fought,  passing  away  in  an  army  hospital.  Thus  Henry 
Graham  was  orphaned  when  still  a lad.  He  was  brought  to  Indiana  in 
1858  by  his  grandparents,  who  settled  in  Starke  County  when  it  was 
still  a new  country,  and  after  some  five  or  six  years  there  went  to  Pul- 
aski County,  where  the  youth  found  employment  as  a farm  hand.  He 
followed  the  same  vocation  later  in  Benton  County,  Indiana,  and  La- 
Salle County,  Illinois,  and  about  the  year  1876  came  to  White  County, 
Indiana,  where  he  still  continued  to  engage  in  the  same  vocation.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  he  had  been  carefully  saving  his  means  with  the  end 
in  view  of  one  day  becoming  the  proprietor  of  a farm  of  his  own,  and 
this  ambition  was  realized  in  1902  when  he  bought  his  present  property, 
a tract  of  180  acres  in  Monon  Township.  This  he  has  brought  to  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  is  devoting  it  to  diversified  farming,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  well-deserved  success.  He  has  erected  commodious  and 
substantial  buildings  for  the  shelter  of  his  stock,  grain  and  implements, 
and  also  has  a large  and  comfortable  home,  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
Mr.  Graham  is  a republican  in  politics,  but  not  a politician,  having  been 
too  busily  engaged  in  his  own  affairs  to  seek  public  preferment.  He 
has,  however,  always  performed  fully  and  well  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

On  March  27,  1884,  Mr.  Graham  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Davis- 
son, daughter  of  Josiah  and  Ann  Maria  (Hoffman)  Davisson,  the  former 
a farmer  near  Chalmers,  White  County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Graham  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To  this  union  there 
have  been  born  three  children:  William  LeRoy,  an  agriculturist,  who  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  is  a Knight  of  Pythias;  Anna  Ma- 
bel, who  became  the  wife  of  Roy  D.  Fisher  and  died  August  26,  1909, 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  was  a teacher  in  the  county; 
and  Robert  Ira,  an  agriculturist,  who  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools;  he  wedded  Miss  Edna  Elizabeth  Sandberg,  October  20,  1915. 
Mrs.  Robert  I.  Graham  is  a native  of  White  County,  where  she  was  born 
December  29,  1858,  and  is  the  second  in  a family  of  seven  children,  two 
sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  five  are  living,  residents  of  Indiana. 
Both  of  her  parents  were  natives  of  Ohio.  She  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  before  her  marriage  was  a teacher  in  Big  Creek 
Township.  The  pretty  estate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  is  known  as  “The 
Clover  Leaf  Farm.” 

Martin  Luther  Rice.  Many  of  the  most  successful  churchmen  of 
modern  times  are  quite  as  much  distinguished  for  their  executive  ability 
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as  for  their  eloquence  in  the  pulpit.  Practical  enterprise  is  certainly 
one  of  the  qualities  which  gives  Rev.  Mr.  Rice  his  high  standing  in 
the  community  of  Monon  in  addition  to  his  faithful  and  efficient  work 
as  a minister  of  the  Presbyterian  group  of  churches  at  Monon,  Bedford 
and  Buffalo.  Though  not  one  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  White  County, 
Rev.  Mr.  Rice  has  proved  himself  a valuable  factor  in  local  citizenship 
and  a man  possessed  of  many  unusual  qualities  of  leadership. 

A native  of  Kentucky,  he  was  born  on  a farm  in  McCracken  County 
near  Paducah  on  October  16,  1874.  He  was  one  of  a family  of  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living,  whose  parents  are  Louis  Samuel 
and  Penelope  (Orr)  Rice.  His  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  his 
mother  in  Tennessee,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Louis  S.  Rice  was 
likewise  a minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  after  a long  and 
faithful  career  passed  to  his  reward  December  25,  1909. 

M.  L.  Rice  grew  up  in  Kentucky,  and  had  the  usual  inconveniences 
of  a minister’s  son  to  contend  with  in  securing  a liberal  education  and 
sufficient  preparation  for  his  chosen  life  work.  He  attended  the  public 
schools,  also  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Academy  at  Auburn  in  Logan 
County,  Kentucky,  and  for  three  years  was  a seminary  student  at  Cum- 
berland University  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  and  took  his  last  year  of 
seminary  work  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  In  the  meantime,  in  1895,  he 
was  licensed  as  a local  preacher  and  filled  many  pulpits  and  supplies 
in  order  to  defray  his  expenses  through  the  theological  seminary.  Dur- 
ing these  years  of  training  he  did  ministerial  work  for  six  years  in 
Western  Kentucky,  and  followed  the.  usual  custom  of  many  theological 
students,  eking  out  his  meager  income  by  farm  labor.  His  first  regular 
charge  as  a minister  paid  a salary  of  only  $40  a year,  and  he  had  to 
furnish  his  own  conveyance  besides.  During  his  last  3^ear  in  the  semi- 
nary at  Louisville  he  was  given  charge  of  a group  of  seven  churches 
known  as  the  Elizabeth  group,  at  Elizabeth,  Harrison  County,  Indiana, 
and  made  his  home  at  that  place,  going  back  and  forth  to  Louisville 
to  attend  school.  For  a year  and  a half  Rev.  Mr.  Rice  was  located 
at  New  Washington,  Indiana,  and  there  had  charge  of  a group  of 
churches,  and  from  there  in  December,  1910,  came  to  Monon  to  take 
charge  of  the  several  churches  under  his  supervision  here. 

Mr.  Rice  had  not  been  long  in  Monon  before  he  made  his  influence 
felt  as  a practical  business  man.  In  the  fall  of  1911  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  J.  R.  Irons,  who  had  leased  the  Monon  Tile  Works,  and  in 
the  following  spring  they  took  this  lease  jointly.  June  29,  1912,  they 
bought  at  receiver’s  sale  all  the  property  of  the  Monon  Cement  Tile 
Company.  In  the  February  preceding  this  event  Mr.  Rice  bought  the 
four  lots  on  which  the  factory  is  now  located.  They  proceeded  with 
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much  energy  to  overhaul  the  entire  plant  and  added  a lot  of  new 
machinery,  and  in  two  or  three  years  business  has  improved  so  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  plant  to  keep  up  with  the  orders.  On  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1914,  fire  destroyed  the  entire  equipment,  but  in  a remarkably 
short  time  the  business  was  again  in  operation.  Besides  the  output  of 
tile  and  other  clay  products,  the  firm  also  handles  cement  posts,  wire 
fencing,  coal,  fertilizers,  etc.  In  addition  to  his  business  interests  at 
Monon  Mr.  Rice  owns  seventy-three  acres  of  farm  land  in  Kentucky. 

On  May  1,  1901,  he  married  Miss  Eva  Shannon  of  Kentucky.  They 
have  a happy  household  of  six  children,  named  Ruby  Lois,  Leroy  Liv- 
ingston, Mary  Elsie,  Bouton  Alexander,  Lucile  and  Martin  Luther. 

Brasier  H.  Brown".  The  business  of  real  estate  and  insurance  is 
one  of  primary  significance,  particularly  in  such  a progressive  and 
growing  community  as  Monon,  where  a capable  representative  is  found 
in  the  person  of  Brasier  H.  Brown.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  business  here,  and  prior  to  his  coming  carried  on 
farming  operations  and  is  still  the  owner  of  a good  tract  of  land  in 
Monon  Township.  In  his  various  capacities  he  has  shown  himself  pos- 
sessed of  ability  and  good  judgment  and  of  high  business  ideals  which 
have  gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Brasier  H.  Brown  was  born  in  Champaign  County,  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1860,  the  fourth  of  his  parents’  children.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  during  this  time,  in 
addition  to  helping  to  support  the  family,  attended  in  a small  way,  dur- 
ing the  winters,  the  district  schools.  When  sixteen  he  began  working 
for  the  neighboring  farmers,  his  first  wages  being  $14  per  month, 
and  thus  continued  working  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he 
began  farming  for  himself  as  a renter,  his  mother  keeping  house. for 
him.  On  September  27,  1883,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Sarah  E. 
Seals,  daughter  of  Charles  B.  and  Jemima  (Parsley)  Seals,  farming 
people  of  Champaign  County,  Illinois,  and  following  his  marriage  con- 
tinued farming  as  a renter  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
Mr.  Brown  was  ready  to  enter  a career  of  his  own  and  accordingly  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  continued  to  carry  on  operations 
until  January,  1893,  then  coming*  to  Monon  Township,  White  County, 
Indiana,  where,  with  his  brother.  Ambrose,  he  farmed  for  about  three 
years. 

In  the  spring  of  1896,  Mr.  Brown  came  to  the  City  of  Monon  and 
embarked  in  the  real  estate  business,  to  which,  in  1904,  he  added  insur- 
ance. He  has  built  up.  an  excellent  business,  and  by  his  energy  and 
perseverance,  united  with  progressive  methods  and  good  business  quali- 
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fications,  lias  placed  himself  among  the  substantial  men  of  Monon. 
Mr.  Brown  is  a republican  in  politics,  and  his  fraternal  connection  is 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Castle  Hall  No.  196,  of  Monon.  He  has 
been  the  father  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  Roy, 
who  married  Helen  Beck,  and  is  a cement  construction  contractor  at 
Beloit.  Wisconsin : Orval  H..  who  married  Hazel  Sharp  of  White  County, 
has  one  daughter,  Yiola  May  ; he  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business,  and  is  present  chancellor  commander 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  also  is  a member  of  the  R^d  Men : 
Glen  C..  who  is  a barber,  wedded  Bethel  Rutherford  and  has  his  home  at 
Monon : he  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men  of  Monon  Tribe  No.  536 ; and 
Leona  E..  who  resides  with  her  parents,  wedded  Albert  H.  Day  of  Monon 
Township.  Mr.  Brown  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  while 
Mrs.  Brown  is  a Baptist. 

William  Weise  was  born  in  Germanj",  October  7.  1846,  and  died  at 
Reynolds,  Indiana,  November  21,  1915,  in  his  seventieth  year.  Mr. 
Weise  came  to  this  country  Avith  his  parents  when  eight  years  old  and 
came  directly  to  a farm  a short  distance  southwest  of  Reynolds.  He 
lived  there  until  a little  over  a year  ago  when  he  retired  and  moved  to 
town.  In  1870  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Pauline  Bratz.  To 
this  union  were  born  these  children.  Will,  Andrew,  Henry,  Robert. 
Benjamin,  Pauline  of  Reynolds.  Fred  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Albert  of 
Logansport.  Emma  of  Chicago.  Mary  of  Logansport,  and  Lizzie  of  Bur- 
roughs. These,  his  wife  and  one  brother,  Gustav  Weise,  survive  him. 

He  was  a respected  and  well  known  citizen  and  was  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  could  probably  have  boasted  of  a 
family  of  the  largest  sons  in  the  county,  theAT  all  being  above  six  feet 
tall  and  are  of  a muscular  build. 

Mr.  Weise  was  well  known  and  highly  respected.  He  lived  to  see  the 
county  transformed  from  a wilderness  to  its  present  enviable  position 
of  wealth  and  development  and  left  a family  that  is  an  honor  to  his 
name.  He  was  buried  in  the  Lutheran  Cemetery,  southwest  of  Reynolds. 

Alvira  Ritchey,  widow  of  Boyd  F.  Ritchey,  died  in  Monticello. 
November  19,  1915,  in  her  eightv-sixth  year.  She  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  Ohio,  but  spent  most  of  her  life  in  White  County,  where  for 
many  years  she  was  well  and  favorably  known.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Conkling,  one  of  the  early  carpenters  who  settled  in  Monticello. 
Her  first  marriage  was  to  Allen  Cullen,  of  White  County,  and  after 
his  death  in  1869,  she,  in  1875,  married  Boyd  F.  Ritchey,  who  was  for 
many  years  a leading  auctioneer  in  Monticello  and  at  various  times  town 
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marshal,  constable  and  deputy  sheriff.  She  is  survived  by  one  son  and 
one  daughter,  Mr.  George  B.  Cullen  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  California,  and 
Mrs.  Maggie  Gardner,  wife  of  Ed  R.  Gardner  of  this  city.  She  also 
leaves  five  grandchildren,  Russell,  Herbert,  Everett  and  Randolph  Gard- 
ner and  Orville  Rothrock,  all  of  this  city,  and  four  great-grandchildren. 

She  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  here  and 
a faithful  attendant  at  its  Sunday  School  and  church  services.  Her 
remains  were  buried  in  Riverview  Cemetery. 

Hon.  Alfred  W.  Reynolds.  Among  all  the  outstanding  figures  who 
have  adorned  the  bench  and  bar  of  White  County  in  the  past,  none  is 
spoken  of  with  more  kindly  remembrance  and  recognition  of  his  char- 
acter and  influence  than  the  late  Judge  Alfred  W.  Reynolds,  who  had 
begun  his  practice  as  a lawyer  at  Monticello  while  the  Civil  war  was 
still  in  progress,  whose  early  associations  were  with  many  of  the  dis- 
tinguished names  in  Indiana  law  and  politics  of  half  a century  ago, 
and  whose  own  ability  and  character  were  impressed  upon  most  of  the 
men  still  active  in  the  local  bar.  It  has  been  well  said  that  the  history 
of  White  County,  or  the  history  of  Northern  Indiana  and  its  courts, 
could  not  well  be  written  without  the  name  of  Judge  Reynolds.  He 
was  a prominent  part  and  parcel  of  the  life  of  this  section  for  nearly 
half  a century. 

Alfred  W.  Reynolds,  the  record  of  whose  life  is  taken  largely  from 
the  minutes  of  resolutions  prepared  in  able  and  dignified  language  by 
a committee  of  the  White  County  Circuit  Court,  was  born  near  Somer- 
set, Perry  County,  Ohio,  September  16,  1839,  and  at  the  end  of  his 
long  life  died  at  Monticello,  April  27,  1911.  He  was  a son  of  Ebenezer 
and  Elizabeth  Reynolds.  His  earlier  years  were  spent  with  his  family 
on  a farm,  and  for  a time  he  resided  with  an  aunt.  In  November,  1856, 
he  left  Ohio  to  settle  at  Monticello,  and  in  that  city  had  his  home  with 
the  exception  of  one  year.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  was  a 
private  pupil  of  Captain  George  W.  Bowman,  and  afterwards  entered 
Wabash  College  at  Crawfordsville  and  subsequently  Monmouth  College. 

He  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  an  early  preceptor  in  the  law.  At 
Monticello  he  studied  with  David  Turpie,  who  was  at  that  time  an 
active  member  of  the  White  County  bar  and  was  afterwards  distin- 
guished in  the  history  of  Indiana  as  one  of  its  United  States  senators. 
Judge  Reynolds  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1864,  and  after  about  one 
year  of  practice  at  Winamac  returned  to  Monticello,  and  continued  his 
active  work  as  a lawyer  and  judge  until  a few  months  before  his  death. 
He  quickly  acquired  a position  of  leadership  in  the  bar,  with  a valuable 
and  extensive  practice,  by  no  means  confined  to  his  home  county,  but 
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extending  into  all  the  surrounding  counties.  He  was  a member  of  the 
bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  the  Federal  courts  of  the  District  of 
Indiana. 

While  his  success  as  a lawyer  was  great,  he  is  best  remembered 
for  his  impartial  administration  as  a judge.  At  the  November  election, 
1886,  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  White  and  Carroll,  succeeding  Judge  John  H. 
Gould  of  Delphi.  This  office  as  judge  he  held  until  1894,  and  on  retir- 
ing from  the  bench  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  his  old  office  in 
Monticello. 

Judge  Rejmolds  was  married  June  4,  1873,  to  Miss  Louisa  G. 
Magee.  He  was  survived  by  Mrs.  Reynolds  and  one  son,  George  C. 
Reynolds. 

When  Judge  Reynolds  died  he  was  practically  the  dean  of  the 
White  County  bar,  and  most  of  the  lawyers  then  in  active  practice  had 
been  admitted  after  he  had  attained  distinction  as  a lawyer,  and  many 
of  them  while  he  was  on  the  bench.  It  was  in  appreciation  of  his 
strong,  effective  and  in  some  respects-  extraordinary  faculties  and  in 
recognition  of  his  fine  social  qualities  that  the  members  of  the  bar 
presented  for  adoption  by  the  court  resolutions  expressing  so  thor- 
oughly their  judgment  of  the  character  of  their  departed  friend  and 
associate,  and  it  is  unusual  to  find  the  language  of  a memorial  resolu- 
tion so  deep  and  sincere  and  free  from  laudatory  terms.  After 
acknowledging  a personal  debt  to  Judge  Reynolds  in  the  knowledge  and 
aid  acquired  from  him  by  suggestion  and  example,  they  paid  a high 
tribute  to  his  unusual  ability  at  the  trial  table,  his  profound  knowledge 
of  the  law,  and  his  splendid  skill  in  the  presentation  of  the  interests 
of  individual  clients,  and  his  untiring  devotion  to  his  work  and  never 
ceasing  zeal  in  the  interests  of  those  he  represented.  The  beautiful 
tribute  with  which  the  memorial  closed  deserves  literal  quotation: 

“Judge  Reynolds  was  a man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  a genial 
and  pleasant  gentleman,  and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  force  and 
ability.  Nature  gave  him  a strong  body  and  a big  brain.  When  he  took 
up  the  profession  of  law  he  eschewed  all  else.  For  him  on  every  day 
after  he  was  admitted  as  a member  of  the  bar  until  he  was  stricken  with 
his  last  illness,  life  was  a battle.  He  never  fought  a duel  with  the  foils. 
There  was  no  button  on  the  point  of  his  weapon.  Big  and  strong,  he 
took  his  place  in  the  arena  and  like  a gladiator  fought  with  the  broad- 
sword. There  were  no  vacations  in  his  life;  it  was  all  work  until  just 
before  the  end  came,  when  nature  gave  him  one  reward,  an  easy  death, 
for  when  the  Angel  of  Death  pushed  his  boat  from  the  shore  out  upon 
that  unknown  ocean  that  rolls  all  around  the  world,  there  was  no  hur- 
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ricane,  no  storm ; the  sea  was  smooth,  there  was  not  even  a ripple  upon 
the  water.  The  end  of  his  life  was  like  the  burning  out  of  a candle; 
the  wick  had  burned  down  into  the  socket;  the  flame  grew  smaller  and 
weaker,  until  the  light  went  out.” 

Israel  Nordyke.  In  account  of  the  history  of  White  County  men- 
tion must  be  made  of  Israel  Nordyke,  who  had  a large  share  in  shaping 
the  destinies  of  this  section.  He  was  one  of  the  men  of  pioneer  type 
who  were  willing  to  sacrifice  much  for  the  sake  of  the  community,  and 
who  bent  all  their  efforts  toward  building  up  the  country  in  which  they 
have  made  their  homes.  In  the  memories  of  all  the  older  settlers  of 
this  county  he  is  remembered  as  a man  of  splendid  business  ability  and 
of  great  strength  and  nobility  of  character. 

Israel  Nordyke  was  born  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  June 
10,  1824,  while  James  Monroe  was  still  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Monticello,  April  17,  1904,  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Theodore  Roosevelt,  when  at  the  venerable  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  ten  months  and  seven  days.  His  life  span  covered  the  period 
of  development  from  about  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
Canal  and  before  the  first  railroad  had  been  built  in  America,  and 
ended  about  the  time  the  automobile  and  airship  became  distinctive 
features  of  our  modern  life.  There  are  some  interesting  details  con- 
cerning the  ancestry  of  Israel  Nordyke.  The  family  was  of  Holland 
extraction,  and  have  long  been  identified  with  America.  Back  in  the 
earlier  generations  a Nordyke,  then  a widow,  became  the  wife  of  Peter 
the  Great,  and  by  that  union  one  son  was  born,  who  for  some  reason 
retained  the  name  of  Nordyke.  This  son  married  and  two  of  his  sons 
emigrated  from  Holland  to  New  York,  and  thus  founded  the  family  in 
the  Dutch  colonies  of  old  York  State. 

Israel  Nordyke  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  eleven  children  born 
to  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Wood)  Nordyke.  Three  of  these  children 
are  still  living:  Benajah,  Paris  and  Rhoda  Hinchman.  It  was  in  1830 
that  the  family  located  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  among  the 
pioneers,  and  in  1844,  a little  more  than  seventy  years  ago,  located  in 
Princeton  Township  of  White  County.  Israel  Nordyke  had  acquired 
his  education  in  Indiana  from  a well-known  pioneer  schoolmaster  named 
B.  W.  Smith.  Two  years  after  he  located  in  White  County  his  parents 
came  thither,  and  several  years  later  his  father  died  and  his  mother 
passed  away  in  1862. 

In  1859  Israel  Nordyke  sold  his  farm,  which  he  had  developed  from 
raw  land,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Pulaski  County, 
but  a year  later  returned  to  Seafield,  and  two  years  after  that  removed 
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to  Wolcott  and  in  partnership  with  Anson  Wolcott,  founder  of  that 
town,  embarked  in  merchandising.  Mr.  Nordyke  subsequently  acted  as 
local  agent  for  the  P.  C.  C.  & St.  L.  Railway  until  1873.  In  that  year 
he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  White  County  and  moved  to  M011- 
ticello,  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Nordyke  was  a republican  in  politics,  and  in  earlier  days  had 
voted  with  the  whig  party.  He  took  much  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and  gave  a capable  administration  of  the  office  of  county  treasurer  for 
four  years.  He  then  became  identified  with  the  hardware  trade  in 
Monticello  under  the  firm  name  of  Nordyke  & Son.  He  continued  in 
business  until  1900,  spending  the  last  four  years  of  his  life  in  the  quiet 
comfort  of  old  age. 

Israel  Nordyke  was  of  Quaker  faith,  and  remained  an  adherent  of 
that  church  until  the  age  of  sixty-two,  when  he  joined  the  Methodist 
denomination.  Besides  his  enterprise  as  a business  man  he  was  noted 
for  his  indulgent  treatment  of  his  family,  and  was  a great  lover  of 
home.  In  1848  he  married  Jemima  Stewart,  and  four  children  wTere 
born  to  that  union.  Mrs.  Nordyke  died  in  1859,  and  on  April  9,  1862, 
he  married  Eliza  Kahler,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Creighton) 
Kahler.  The  one  son  of  this  union  was  John  P.  Mr.  Nordyke  became 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order  at  Winnemac  in  1859. 

Charles  G.  Carlson.  One  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  the  re- 
wards to  be  gained  through  industry,  perseverance  and  integrity  in  the 
affairs  of  life,  is  furnished  by  the  career  of  Charles  G.  Carlson,  one  of 
the  largest  land  owners  of  White  County.  A poor  emigrant  boy  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1889,  he  started  life  here  in  the  humble 
capacity  of  farm  hand,  but  so  well  have  his  labors  been  prosecuted  and 
so  clear  has  been  his  judgment  that  today,  when  still  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  with  powers  still  undiminished,  he  finds  himself  the  possessor 
of  means  that  few  men  acquire  even  after  a lifetime  of  earnest  endeavor. 
His  life  should  prove  encouraging  to  those  who  are  entering  upon  their 
careers  without  financial  assistance  or  friendly  influence. 

Born  in  Sweden,  July  11,  1871,  Charles  G.  Carlson  is  a son  of  Franz 
and  Charlotte  (Peterson)  Carlson.  His  parents,  farming  people  of 
Sweden,  never  left  the  old  country,  where  the  mother  died,  although  the 
father  still  survives  and  is  the  owner  of  a good  property.  There  were 
five  children  in  the  family,  all  of  whom  are  living.  As  a boy  Charles  G. 
Carlson  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  public 
schools,  but  it  was  always  his  idea  that  America  furnished  better  oppor- 
tunities for  the  ambitious  and  his  determination  was  early  formed  to  try 
his  fortunes  here.  Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  in  1889, 
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he  came  to  America  on  a visit,  an  older  brother,  Frank,  having  preceded 
him  and  being  at  that  time  a resident  of  Livingston  County,  Illinois. 
The  younger  brother  worked  for  a time  as  a farm  hand  in  Livingston 
County  and  finding  that  his  previous  conception  of  America  was  correct 
determined  to  remain.  He  was  Careful  with  his  earnings,  worked  ener- 
getically with  one  end  in  view,  and  finally  purchased  a property  in 
Livingston  County,  which  he  farmed  until  1905.  In  that  year  Mr.  Carl- 
son moved  to  Pulaski  County,  Indiana,  where  he  purchased  480  acres  of 
land,  and  continued  to  farm  this  property  until  1911,  when  he  came  to 
Monon  Township,  White  County,  which  has  continued  to  be  his  home  to 
the  present  time. 

Here  Mr.  Carlson  has  advanced  rapidly  among  the  men  who  made  a 
success  of  agricultural  work,  and  has  added  to  his  holdings  from  time 
to  time  until  he  now  owns  1,102  acres.  This  is  not  only  one  of  the  largest, 
but  one  of  the  most  highly  improved  farms  in  Monon  Township,  and 
boasts  of  the  most  modern  and  substantial  buildings  and  improvements 
of  all  kinds  to  be  found  anywhere  in  this  part  of  White  County.  This 
beautiful  and  valuable  estate  is  known  as  High  View  Stock  Farm. 

In  1913  Mr.  Carlson  lost  by  fire  a very  fine  barn,  as  wTell 
as  other  farm  buildings  and  paraphernalia,  but  since  then  has  erected  a 
barn  which  surpasses  in  value  and  appearance  his  other  one,  and  has 
replaced  his  equipment.  The  greater  part  of  this  land  Mr.  Carlson  now 
rents  to  tenants,  while  he  devotes  his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  the 
handling  of  livestock,  a venture  in  which  he  has  been  more  than  ordi- 
narily successful.  His  reputation  in  business  and  financial  circles  is  an 
excellent  one,  and  he  possesses  in  the  fullest  degree  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  those  who  have  been  associated  with  him  in  business  ventures. 

Politically  a republican,  Mr.  Carlson  has  served  in  various  local 
offices.  He  has  shown  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  com- 
munity and  has  always  been  ready  to  contribute  of  his  time,  means  and 
abilities  in  the  advancing  of  movements  for  civic,  educational  or  moral 
betterment.  His  fraternal  connection  -is  with  Castle  Hall  Lodge,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  at  Monon,  and  with  his  family  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  married  July  2,  1893,  to  Miss  Caroline  Erickson. 
She  was  born  August  5,  1876,  at  Pontiac,  in  Livingston  County,  Illinois, 
a daughter  of  Alfred  Erickson,  who  Avas  born  in  Sweden  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  as  a young  man.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  there 
were  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Alfred, 

Emery,  Florence,  Myrtle,  Clyde,  Edward,  Harold  and  Hazel  Fern.  On 
March  22,  1914,  Mr.  Carlson  suffered  the  greatest  and  bitterest  loss  of 
his  life  in  the  death  of  his  devoted  wife,  who  passed  away  leaving  their 
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youngest  child  still  an  infant.  She  had  been  his  companion  throughout 
the  years  of  his  struggle  for  independence,  and  her  excellent  advice  and 
loving  encouragement  had  done  much  to  aid  him  in  his  attainment  of 
success. 

In  early  life  Mrs.  Carlson  was  confirmed  as  a member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  and  remained  a member  of  that  denomination  until 
she  took  up  her  residence  in  Indiana,  when  she  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Prairie  Chapel.  For  several  years  she  was  an 
attendant  at  Monon  Chapel,  and  she  was  buried  in  the  chapel  cemetery. 
The  funeral  service  was  preached  before  a large  congregation  by  Rev. 
AY.  B.  Morgan,  and  the  Pythian  Sisters,  of  whom  she  was  a member, 
attended  the  funeral  in  a body.  Of  the  significance  of  her  life  the  fol- 
lowing well  worded  tribute  was  expressed  : “Mrs.  Carlson  was  in  every 
sense  a mother  loved  and  loving.  Her  last  thoughts  wrere  of  her  children 
and  her  desire  so  earnestly  expressed  to  have  them  meet  her  in  heaven 
is  certain  to  be  a constant  inspiration  to  all  of  them  to  enter  in  at  the 
straight  gate.  Children  and  father  are  left  to  cherish  the  memory  of  a 
woman  whose  sweet  disposition  and  love  have  made  life  more  worth 
living.  Mr.  Carlson  will  sadly  miss  and  feel  the  deprivation  of  a wife 
whose  earnest  solicitude  was  his  constant  encouragement.  Her  father 
and  mother,  who  were  present  when  she  passed  from  earth  to  heaven, 
are  blessed  with  the  memory  of  a daughter  who  was  faithful  unto  death. 
Her  friends,  who  were  legion,  will  remember  her  as  a friend  indeed, 
honored  and  respected.” 

Samuel  M.  Ward.  Eighty  years  ago  practically  all  the  northwestern 
counties  of  Indiana  were  little  more  than  an  unbroken  wilderness.  It 
was  the  stream  of  pioneers  who  arrived  about  that  time  who  bore  the 
heaviest  burdens  in  the  clearing  of  the  forests,  the  draining  of  the 
swamps  and  the  converting  of  the  primeval  wilderness  into  a fair,  smiling 
landscape  of  homes  and  fertile  farms.  The  Ward  family  was  connected 
with  this  early  pioneer  movement  and  one  of  the  men  whose  lives  were 
lived  coincidentally  with  this  historic  epoch  was  the  late  Samuel  M. 
Ward,  wTho  came  to  Indiana  when  a young  boy  and  wTho,  after  many 
years  of  industry  and  fruitful  labor,  died  at  his  home  in  Monon,  June 
10,  1896. 

By  birth  he  was  a Pennsylvanian,  in  which  state  he  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  1824.  He  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Indiana 
and  lived  at  different  times  in  Pulaski,  Jasper  and  White  counties. 
Reared  on  the  farm,  he  made  that  his  regular  vocation,  but  also  became 
extensively  known  as  a stock  buyer,  and  in  that  work  his  operations 
covered  several  counties  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  state.  One  of 
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his  mgst  prominent  characteristics  was  his  energy,  and  he  was  hardly 
ever  known  to  be  disengaged  from  some  occupation  that  called  for  either 
the  resources  of  his  mind  or  his  body.  He  was  shrewd  but  honest  in  his 
dealings,  and  had  the  faculty  not  only  of  making  money  but  also  of 
spending  it,  and  was  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  all  worthy  objects 
and  frequently  went  out  of  his  way  to  assist  deserving  individuals.  A 
republican,  he  never  sought  office  and  in  social  matters  was  identified 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

His  first  wife  was  Miss  Mary  E.  Wilson,  who  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, named:  James;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  James  K.  Wilson  of  Monon; 
Melissa,  the  wife  of  David  Oglesby  of  Indianapolis.  For  his  second  wife 
the  late  Mr.  Ward  married  Sarah  Jacks.  She  became  the  mother  of 
seven  children  and  the  three  now  living  are : John  M.  of  Thayer, 

• Indiana;  Emma  May,  wife  of  William  Van  Aradel  of  Monon;  and 
Charles  G. 

Charles  G.  Ward,  who  is  the  only  member  of  the  family  bearing  his 
father’s  name  and  still  living  in  White  County,  was  born  in  Monon 
Township,  March  22,  1874.  Such  has  been  his  career  of  activity  that 
he  is  marked  as  one  of  the  successful  men  of  White  County.  His  educa- 
tion came  from  the  common  schools  and  with  brief  exceptions  he  has 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Monon  all  his  life.  He  grew  up  on  a farm  and 
adopted  that  as  his  vocation  for  a number  of  years,  but  of  late  his  atten- 
tion has  been  principally  given  to  stock  buying,  in  which  occupation  he 
follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  Mr.  Ward  also  owns  the  160-acre 
farm  where  he  resides  in  Monon  Township. 

On  July  21,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Flora  A.  McBee 
of  Monon.  'To  their  marriage  have  been  born  five  sons : Charles  Richard, 
John  Russell,  William  -Ragsdale,  Roger  McBee  and  Donald  R.  These 
make  a group  of  intelligent  youths  who,  by  attending  school  and  accept- 
ing the  opportunities  of  home  training,  are  getting  ready  for  lives  of 
usefulness  and  honor.  Politically  Mr.  Ward  is  a republican  and  fra- 
ternally is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  wife  have  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Monon. 

Daniel  Z.  Clark.  The  life  of  the  late  Daniel  Z.  Clark,  whose  death 
occurred  March  12,  1912,  in  Monon  Township,  embraced  a wide  range 
of  experiences  and  covered  a period  of  more  than  a quarter  of  a century 
in  White  County.  He  was  one  of  those  whose  labor  lent  dignity  and 
stability  to  unsettled  and  undeveloped  conditions,  and  whose  faith  in  the 
future  was  readily  communicated  to  his  associates  among  the  early 
settlers.  He  was  a native  of  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  born  February  4, 
1845,  a son  of  Daniel  Clark,  for  whom  he  was  named. 
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Mr.  Clark  started  life  under  what  many  would  consider  very  un- 
desirable conditions.  He  was  only  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
died,  and  he  was  bound  out  to  John  L.  Ogden,  on  whose  farm  he  was 
reared  in  Shelby  County,  where  he  acquired  a somewhat  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools.  Mr.  Clark  remained  on  the  farm  until  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  demonstrated  his  patriotism  by  enlisting, 
in  1863,  in  Company  K,  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  served 
actively  through  the  remaining  period  of  the  Civil  war.  Having  joined 
this  organization  as  private,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
hostilities  with  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  He  then  returned  to  the 
home  of  his  foster  parents,  with  whom  he  resided  until  they  passed  away 
in  1881,  and  continued  to  reside  in  that  community  until  1886.  He  was 
mbrried  there  August  23,  1866,  to  Miss  Laura  Belle  Clark  (no  relative), 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows : Maggie  A., 
who  became  the  wife  of  George  Foulks  and  now  resides  near  the  old 
Indiana  home  in  Jasper  County ; John  R. ; Thomas  C. ; Mary  P.  and 
Joseph  E.,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Frank  May,  a farmer 
living  near  Wolcott,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  of  whom  married  Ida  M. 
Jacks,  of  Monon  Township ; Daniel  C.,  who  married  Arty  Gilmore  and 
resides  at  Morocco,  Indiana;  Edwin  S.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Martha  E. 

Daniel  Z.  Clark  had  relatives  living  in  White  County,  Indiana,  and 
in  1886  he  came  to  this  locality  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in  Monon 
Township,  a property  which  is  still  in  the  family  possession.  To  this  he 
later  added  forty  acres.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  this  property  was 
practically  in  its  virgin  state,  little  improvement  having  been  made,  and 
it  was  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  sand  hills  and  swamps,  through 
which  there  were  scarcely  any  roads.  He  here  -passed  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life,  engaged  successfully  in  diversified  farming,  stock- 
raising,  ditching  and  clearing,  and  through  his  energetic  and  well- 
directed  efforts  accumulated  a handsome  competence.  Mr.  Clark  was  a 
man  who  weighed  more  than  200  pounds,  was  jolly,  generous  and  kind- 
hearted,  and  became  known  affectionately  all  over  this  locality  as  ‘ ‘ Uncle 
Daniel.  7 ’ While  he  was  inclined  to  be  quiet,  unobtrusive  and  self-effacing,  • 
he  still  wielded  a great  influence  for  good  in  his  community  and  did  much 
to  advance  the  cause  of  intelligence  and  morality.  He  was  honest  almost 
to  the  point  of  a fault,  and  the  universal  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  those  among  whom  he  had  lived  and  labored  were  shown  in 
the  many  expressions  of  sincere  regret  and  sorrow  which  his  'death 
occasioned.  Mrs.  Clark,  who  was  also  widely  known  and  greatly  beloved 
in  Monon  Township,  died  January  29,  1911.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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John  R.  Clark,  the  eldest  son  of  this  estimable  couple,  was  horn  in 
Shelby  County,  Ohio,  December  5,  1870,  and  was  fifteen  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  White  County,  Indiana.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  was  married  in 
the  latter  state,  February  23,  1893,  to  Miss  Bertha  Lamar,  their  union 
being  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children:  Charles  C.,  Zelitha  A.,  Amy 
L.,  John  G.,  Lawrence  L.  and  Ayra  Evadine.  Mr.  Clark  is  the  owner  of 
100  acres  of  good  land  which  he  devotes  to  diversified  farming,  and  is 
known  as  one  of  the  energetic  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  his  part 
of  the  county.  He  is  a republican  in  politics,  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  is  a hearty  and  helpful  co-operator  in  movements  for 
the  general  welfare.  His  fraternal  connection  is  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  and  he  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Thomas  C.  Clhrk,  son  of  Daniel  Z . and  Laura  Belle  Clark,  was  born 
November  17,  1874,  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and  there  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  He  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  brought  to 
White  County,  where  he  completed  his  schooling,  and  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  make  his  home.  Mr.  Clark  is  the  owner  of  sixty  acres  of 
fertile  land,  on  which  he  has  made  numerous  valuable  improvements,  and 
in  addition  to  carrying  on  farming  operations  on  this  property  is  also 
accepting  and  fulfilling  contracts  for  dredging,  carpentering  and  plaster- 
ing. He  has  shown  his  public  spirit  when  occasion  has  demanded,  and 
is  known  as  one  of  the  live,  stirring  men  of  his  community.  On  Febru- 
ary 12,  1898,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Miss  Tillie  Denton,  and  they 
have  four  daughters : Alethea  D.,  Maggie  P.,  Dora  May  and  Alice  Rose. 
Mr.  Clark  is  a republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the- 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  B.  Raub.  A native  son  of  White  County  who  has  for  the 
past  twenty  years  attained  considerable  distinction  as  a lawyer  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Indianapolis,  Edward  B.  Raub  was  born  at  Chalmers, 
December  23,  1871,  and  was  reared  and  received  his  early  education  in 
this  county. 

His  parents  are  Jacob  and  Sallie  Cole  (Reynolds)  Raub  of  Chalmers. 
Mr.  Raub  has  a very  complete  genealogical  record  of  both  the  Raub  and 
Reynolds  families  and  some  information  taken  from  that  record  traces; 
his  ancestral  lines  back  to  the  Colonial  period  of  American  history.  In 
the  paternal  line  he  is  descended  from  Andrew  Raub,  Sr.,  who  died  in 
1806  at  Knowlton,  New  Jersey.  The  heads  of  the  generations  subsequent 
to  Andrew  Raub,  Sr.,  were:  Andrew  Raub,  who  was  born  in  1766: 

Jacob  Raub,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey,  in  1796;  and 
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Jacob  Raub,  father  of  the  Indianapolis  attorney,  who  was  born  in  1835. 
Sallie  Cole  Reynolds  was  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Reynolds,  who  was 
born  in  1799;  he  in  turn  was  a son  of  Isaac  Reynolds,  who  was  born  at 
Rising  Sun,  Maryland,  in  1766;  he  in  turn  was  a son  of  Benjamin 
Reynolds,  born  in  Nottingham  Township  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1743;  a 
son  of  Henry  Reynolds,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1693 ; and  the  last  was  a son  of  Henry  Reynolds,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1655,  and  came  to  America  in  1676. 

After  securing  such  training  as  the  local  schools  afforded,  Edward 
B.  Raub  entered  DePauw  University  at  Greencastle,  where  he  graduated 
Ph.  B.  in  1894.  In  1895  he  completed  the  course  of  the  Indiana  Law 
School,  graduating  LL.  B.  Since  1895  he  has  been  in  active  practice  as 
a lawyer  at  Indianapolis,  and  has  also  made  himself  a factor  in  politics 
and  in  the  larger  circles  of  business.  During  1903-05  he  served  as  city 
attorney  of  Indianapolis,  filled  the  office  of  county  attorney  of  Marion 
County  in  1910-11,  and  began  a second  term  in  that  office  in  1915.  Mr. 
Raub  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  City  Committee  of  Indianapolis 
in  1905. 

In  a business  way  he  assisted  in  1905  in  organizing  the  Indianapolis 
Life  Insurance  Company,  and  since  then  has  been  vice  president  and 
general  counsel.  He  is  a director  in  the  Broad  Ripple  State  Bank  and 
is  a governor  of  the  Indianapolis  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Democratic  Club  and  the  Country 
Club,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the  Delta  Upsilon  college  fra- 
ternity, is  both  a York  and  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  and  in  1906  was  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Mystic  Tie  Lodge  No.  398,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  1912 
was  High  Priest  of  Keystone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Indianapolis. 

On  December  28,  1898,  at  Indianapolis,  Mr.  Raub  married  Martha 
Drapier,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  (Chord)  Drapier.  They 
have  two  children,  Edward  B.,  Jr.  and  Eleanor  Raub. 
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